The Law Code of Hammurabi
Introduction
Hammurabi was the ruler of Babylon (r. 1763–1755 BCE). The Babylonian Empire (1894–
1595 BCE) was really just a regional city-state until Hammurabi became king, and it began to 
decline soon after his death. Hammurabi’s most famous achievement was to formulate a code of 
laws for his society. The Law Code of Hammurabi was not the first law code produced during 
the first 3000 years of Mesopotamia, but it was the most famous one, because it was the most 
permanent one.

Questions for Discussion –
1. By examining the law codes, what information can you gather about Mesopotamian society 
during the time of Hammurabi? 

2. What was the principle for law and punishment? 

3. What kind of class system and gender relation existed during that time?

4. Was there any protections for the wrongly accused? Tell me as much about the society as you can from the law codes below.










Recommended Laws and References for Discussion Questions –
1. Laws on Society – 48, 117, 137, 138, 142, 195
2. Laws on the Principle for law and Punishment – 2, 3, 5, 21, 22, 48, 53, 54, 117, 129, 143, 154, 157, 195, 196, 197, 
3. Laws on the Class systems and Gender relations – 110, 117, 127, 128, 128, 129, 130, 135, 137, 138, 142, 143, 195, 198, 199, 200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 209
4. Laws on Protections for the wrongly accused – 2, 3, 5, 127, 130, 132,

Disclaimer – Some of these laws can be used to answer more than one question. 
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