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In reviewing the subject of athletics for the school year of 1931-32,
with the great progress made in the strength and
character of our athletic teams. We have made a good showing, both
in true sportsmanship and games won, in contests with some of the
strongest teams in this section of the country.
one is impressed

We are proud of our record, but we have not reached our goal.
This will not be accomplished until we are able to dispense with the
use of freshmen in our inter-collegiate contests. We hope to have a
sufficient number of students in the near future to justify the adoption
of the freshman rule. This will enable us to cam pete with other
colleges on an even basis without asking or receiving favors.
There must be something each individual on the campus can do to
promote the general welfare and the renown of this institution, if not
in athletics, then in some other activity in connection with the success
and enjoyment of our school life. With the students and the faculty
working together to promote the common good of our beloved institution, there can be no limit to our achievements.

Chairman, Faculty Committee on Athletics.
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MISS
ISABEL
ABDOU

MISS
MIGNON
PICKRELL

Misses Isabel Abdou and Mignon Pickrell undoubtedly were an important factor
in the success of the 1931 football season. They had to keep up the morale of our team
in the face of seemingly impossible odds by making a handful of rooters yell their
encouragement so that it could carry to our stalwarts. Their role is all the more worthy
of praise because they had to deal with one of the most lethargic student bodies in
God's creation.
Pot Chambers was head yell-leader during the first few games of the season, but
he got so darned disgusted with the lack of response that he hung up his yell-leader's
uniform and donned the moleskins for the rest of the season. He saw actual service at
end in a game and saw to it that no play went over his side of the line. This is the
spirit that makes for renown in athletics.
This page is not going to wind up so much as a eulogy on the merits of the aforementioned young ladies as yell-leaders, but as a panning at a student body that, with
few exceptions, has less spirit than post-war beer.
How in Hades can we expect our athletes to give the last ounce of their strength
for the glory of our institution on the athletic field if we do not do our bit'? Certainly
they would be inspired to greater efforts if we showed interest in their doings, and it
certainly is not too much to ask to let out a few lusty yells to let them know we are
alive .....
when we attend a game. The conditional phrase in the preceding sentence
is not put there for good effect; it expresses actual conditions, because some of us have
not even got enough red-corpuscled liquid in our veins to want to feel the thrill of a
football game, much less to attend a fast game of basketball or baseball.
Come on, gang, let us make a better showing next fall. We can yet redeem our
self-esteem and earn the respect of downtown fandom. The day we show EI Paso that
we are behind our teams, EI Paso will respond by giving us its support in every way
possible.

Page Sixty-five]

MACK

SAXO

T

COACH

Coach Saxon, since taking over the position of physical director at the College of
Mines, has made an enviable record on the football field.
His 1929, 1930, and 1931 elevens have won t:nenty victories, have been tied three
times, and have suffered but three defeats. The 1929 team lost to the University of
Arizona club by the score of 19 to 0, and was held to scoreless ties by Sui Ross and St.
Edward's.
The 1930 model suffered a 28 to 0 pasting at the hands of the Texas
Longhorns, Southwestern Conference champions that year, and held tlie powerful
Arizona Wildcats to a scoreless tie. Incidentally, practically the same eleven defeated
the proud Wildcats the following April in a spring game by the score of 6 to O. The
1931 eleven, on an off-form day, received the worst licking administered a Mines team
during the last few years on its own backyard, when Simmons trimmed it by the score
of 4S to O. This same eleven later in the season hit its winning stride and toppled over
all opposition. The Muckers sent the Texas Tech Matadors back to Lubbock on the
short end of a 14 to 12 score, and these sagie Bullfighters later in the season trounced
Simmons to the tune of 6 to O. The defeat at the hands of the Simmons Cowboys
marked the first one suffered by a Saxon-coached team in El Paso.
Coach Saxon is making arrangements for a longer and tougher schedule for the
coming fall, but predicts a good season for the Muckers, as most of the lettermen will
be back and very promising new material is available.
We have the utmost faith in Coach Saxon's ability to get us in step with faster
company and still make a good showing. Good luck, Skipper!
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HARRY PHILLIPS
ASSISTANT

COACH

The record set by the Miners during the past three seasons could never have been
accomplished without the lines developed by Phillips, usually the most powerful and
versatile of the Far Southwest.
In Phillips,
always is willing
former Longhorn
members of the
methods.

Saxon has a tireless assistant who always delivers the goods and
to co-operate. The College of Mnies is fortunate in having these two
luminaries in its service; their friendship, struck up when both were
Texas U. varsity, insures of perfect understanding of each others

Coach Phillips has no small job every year when fall practice begins; he must
develop a line that will handle itself like a veteran mostly from raw material. The
College of Mines has not yet adopted the freshmen rule because of the scarcity of material; therefore, there is no transition period in which to mold high school material into
gridsters of college calibre, and the green candidates must be developed as the season
progresses. Ask Harry, it is a man-sized job.
Coaches Saxon and Phillips
strongest eleven of the region in
in the turning out of a winning
from green material, and at that
the good old U. S. A. has learned

are truly football wizards; they have turned out the
the 1930 and 1931 seasons. The wizardy does not lie
team, but in the development of such an aggregation
not any too abundant. Every coach in this corner of
to fear and respect a team coached by this pair.

!

SITTING: D. Leslie N ordene, Pat Huddleston, Henry Hawks, George Krutilek, Walter Milner,
Tom O'Donnell, Bill Sullivan, Sam Rodehaver.
KNEELING: Gus Meyer, Lee Chambers, Paul Crackel, Joe Meagher, Virgil Neugebauer, Thad
Steele, John Hawley, Hayden Mayhew, Francis Key.
STANDING: Mack Saxon, Coach; Joe Kiser, Tr ainer : Al Williams, Charlie Coldwell, Raymond
Dwiggans, Ewell Titus, James Daross, "Cy" Cone, Preston Stell, J. B. Andrews, Ben Boykin, Arnulfo
Araujo, Manager; Harry Phillips, Line Coach .
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CAPTAIN
VIRGIL

NEUGEBAUER

Virgil Neugebauer was captain of the eleven in this his last year of intercollegiate
football. This honor was granted by his team mates in recognition of his ever dependable service as a blocker, a quality seldom appreciated by the average fan.
Neugie was also a capable ball carrier and ground gainer, as he proved every time
he was assigned to this job, but he was used with preference at blocking, at which task
he excelled. Few players would be content to play such an obscure role, but Virgie was
aut to help win games and not to show off.
He was out of the lineup in the last few games of the season with a broken hand.
In the last scheduled game, with the New Mexico Aggies, he went in with his hand in
a cast and played a few minutes, the swan song of his football career under the orange
and white of the Texas College of Mines. It will be hard to replace him next year.
Thad Steele is also lost through graduation. Thad was the choice of sports writers
for the pivotman position of the mythical All Far-Southwestern eleven, an honor which
he earned through his cool-headedness on offense and brilliant work on defense, coupled
with an unerring ability to pass back.
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J. B. Andrews. His field generalship, passing ability, and power to plow through
enemy lines have landed him the quarterback berth on the Far-Southwestern
mythical
eleven for three consecutive years. J. B. has another year to serve under the orange and
white.
Thad A. Steele. Stellar Steele played his last year in Mines uniform at center;
he is now lost to the team through graduation.
Thad also made the All Far-Southwestern team through his unfailing accuracy in passing back and his brilliant defensive
work.
Clois Francis Key. Shorty had a good season at fullback in spite of several setbacks. He reported for fa ll practice rather late due to a "midnight" experience; he was
badly hurt in the immons game. The powerhouse later in the season furnished the
brawn for most Miner power plays.
Hayden Mayhew. Lindy lived up to and exceeded all expectations by his performance of the past season. He is a big, fast man with plenty of agressiveness; a veritable tiger in the line. He will again don the moleskins next fall and should have the
best season of his career.
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Bill Sullivan. The boy sheriff was a holy terror in the line throughout the season.
Though comparatively small far a linesman, he made up in fight for his size; like
Notre Dame's famous Metzger, he is "a little small, but also a little tough." He will
be available another year.
Ben Boykin. Ben had the best season of his football career the past year, holding
down a wing position regularly. His fleetness in getting under Miner punts and his
pass-snagging ability made him invaluable both on offensive and defensive play. Next
year will be his last with the Mines.
Charles Coldwell.
besides being one of the
calling task on several
eleven in commendable

"Red" is probably the smartest linesman in the Mines eleven,
most dependable tackles in the squad. He was given the signaloccasions when J. B. was out of the lineup and steered the
fashion.

Albert Williams. Al had little chance of showing his wares at the beginning of the
season, but in the Simmons game he showed worlds of fight and unusual speed for a
man of his size; as a result he held down one of the tackle berths with frequency later
in the season. He will be eligible to' play in Mines uniform two more years.
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Raymond Dwiggans. This lanky end made a perfect running mate for Boykin at
the opposite extreme of the line. Dwig is the kind of man who plays his best when in a
tight spot, breaking through the line to smear opponents for big losses when the
M uckers are fighting with their backs to the wall.
Henry Hawk. "Hank" is a transfer from Alabama. He lettered the first time he
went out to make the squad, which is in itself an eloquent testimonial of his ability.
Henry is a hard charging back, as efficient at ball-toting as at blocking. He will be
back in harness next fall.

James Henry Daross. "Primo," with his gigantic bulk and willingness proved a
hard stumbling block in the path of enemy ball carriers. He made good in his first year
out with the Mines eleven, but coaches axon and Phillips are expecting even greater
doings from him next year.
Joe Meagher. "Jumping Joe" is a flashy sort of a player with a knack for snagging passes in a pinch. He is hard to catch once he gets going, as he is fast and has a
hip-shift that many a chorine would envy. We are all hoping that he will be available
for the coming season.

,
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George Krutilek. George is the utility man of the Oredigger aggregation. At the
beginning of the season he held down the pivot position while Steele's knee was healing;
later he was shifted to the backfield, where he played half-back, alternating with Hawk.
Krutilek will be back next fall.
"V alter
school days
Milner and
threatening

Milner. Chule is one of Saxon's glories-a
mediocre player in his high
who has been groomed into one of the best pass snaggers of this section.
Meagher at the receiving end of Andrew's passes ought to prove an ever
scoring combination next season.

John Hawley. Hawley, a local high school product, easily adapted himself to the
college variety of football and landed a berth as first string guard. He is not yet completely matured and will probably be a much heavier man next fall, when a better season is expected of him.
Arnulfo Araujo. "Mike," as he is known to the football team, proved himself a
hustler and very efficient student manager. The job is a thankless one at best, But Mike
worked overtime seeing to it that everything referring to the team should be in tip-top
shape.
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Pat Huddleston.
It was Pat's job to hold down one of the wing positions in the
absence of the regulars; although he is a light man, he was always hard to take out.
The coaches are predicting a better season for Pat next fall because of his added
experience.
Ewell Titus. Titus is another one of the men that constituted the wealth of material for end positions, one of the few places in the line-up that could boast of such
an abundance. It is to be hoped that Titus will be back in harness when fall practice
begins.
Jess McCoy Cone. The "Professor," as an Aggie called him because of his hirsute
adornment on the upper lip, stood out in several of the games because of his ability to
snag passes even when surrounded by enemy would-be intercepters. His ranginess will
make him valuable in next fall's eleven.
Tommy O'Donnell. "Fuzz" had tough breaks throughout the season; he received
several injuries that kept him from getting in the starting lineup oftener. His southpaw
slinging of passes proved bewildering to the enemy, and when it comes to getting
through a small hole, "Lefty" is right there.
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MUCKERS

TROUNCE

JACKRABBITS

IN OPENER

Saturday, September 26, found the mercury flirting with the century mark as a result of a sun
worthy of Imperial Valley. The smallest crowd of the season saw the Miners open their regular season
with a 10 to 0 victory over the Wayland College Jackrabbits.
This game, in.spite of the closeness of the score, was tiresome because of the frequency with which
both teams called "time out."
The Jackrabbits were much slowed down by the heat, but their slowness was mainly the result of
poor conditioning; by the time the timekeeper's gun went off the Jackrabbits looked like so many mud
turtles.
The Miner lineup saw Krutilek at center, as the peer of Southwestern centers, Thad Steele, was out
with a bad knee received in fall practice. Coach Mack Saxon let George do it, and George did nicely.
Primo Daross, the Freshmen Behemoth, made his bow to local fandom at guard, filling Zuzu Stewart's
shoes in commendable fashion. Other new faces seen for the first time' in orange and white harness
were Hawley, Weaver, Meagher, Hawk, Washburn, Causey, Huddleston, and Titus. Coach Saxon tried
out all the new men, if only for a few minutes.
The veteran Ben Boykin played a whale of a game at end, while all other lettermen were in there
fighting to keep their berth throughout the season. J. B. Andrews played his usual bang up game and was
responsible for the only touchdown of the game, while Shorty added the extra point and kicked a field
goal from the 2S-yard stripe. Shorty's performance is especially worthy of notice as he had been out ~or
scrimmage but twice since recovering from his "carving" experience. Carol Weaver, the Arkansas HIllbilly, received two broken fingers while the game was still young, but pluckily played on.

~~
MINERS

CONQUER

ARIZONA'S

CONQUERORS

The highly touted Tempe State Teachers and their Southern California plays received quite a jo!t
on the night of October 3, when they tangled with the Saxonian hosts. The Muckers feel prouder of this
victory than of any other in their 1931 schedule, as it was these same Teachers who later in the season
walloped the proud Arizona Wildcats to the tune of 16 to O.
The Miners started off like a house afire and in a short time put three chalkers across, scoring the

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!===~e:z---..
-

Page

Seventy-five]

,. ,
point after touchdown in every instance. It began to look like a walk away for the Muckers until the
Teachers took a new lease on life and scored twice by the aerial route, though converting but once. The
game was a hotly contested affair after that between a Miner crew determined to keep its slim lead and
a Tempe bunch equally determined to tie the score. In the fourth period the Orediggers obliged the howling fans by pushing another toll across the goal line and converting, incidentally putting the game on ice.
J. B. Andrews and Shorty Key were the outstanding l\liner backfield performers of the evening.
Jumping Joe Meagher served notice on the backfield men that he would have to be reckoned with in ~he
future and that he would fight to land the berth vacated by Bobby Emmett.
The line as a whole showed much improvement over the performance of the opening game of the
eason; after the first bewildering lateral and triple passes, the Tempe tactics were satisfactorily solved
ana play after play was smeared by the ~Iucker front wall without the aid of the secondary defense .
• "Fuzz" O'Donnell received a head injury in the very first play in which he participated.
The
Fabens Flash was out on his feet and his predicament was not noticed until he twice failed to obey
signals.
"Fuzz" was out of his head for several hours but fortunately
recovered without any apparent ill
effects.

LOBO PACK TAMED

BY OREDIGGERS

The l\Iuckers played their first out-of-town game against Sui Ros
tate Teachers College on October 10, at Marfa. The game which wa the feature event of the closing day of the Fourth Annual
Highland Fair, saw the local gridsters on the long end of a 26 to 0 score.
Saxon's proteges uncorked their usual strong passing attack in the first quarter:
O'Donnell, the
Fabens Flash, snatched a long pass and placed the pigskin on the Lobo one-foot stripe. On the next play
Shorty Key went aver the line for touchdown; his try for extra point failed.
Hatch, fast Lobo backfieldman, threw a scare into the Miner rooting section when he returned a kickoff
70 yards before being downed by Krutilek. The second and third quarters saw the Lobo pack wearing itself out in a vain effort to overcome the Miner lead and as a result its defense collapsed in the final quarter, enabling the El Pasoans to score thrice in that period.
The first score of the closing quarter was made by Shorty Key when he skirted left end and cut back
over tackle to cover the 15 yards that separated him from the end line.
ot two minutes later Carol
Weaver intercepted a Lobo pass and galloped SS yards for the second chalker of the period. The rout
was further completed when Weaver again intercepted a pass and ran the pigskin back to the Sui Ross
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5-yard line before being downed on his tracks; on the very next play Key went off right end for the final
touchdown of the game.
Red Caldwell, besides turning in his usual fine performance at tackle, ably called signals while J.
B.. Andrews was out of the game. Andrews and Key once more furnished the brawn for the power
plays, while Weaver stood out over the heap with his two long runs after intercepting Lobo passes. The
whole first string played in a manner to make any coach's heart glad, while all second string players
sent in during the third quarter showed up so well that they stayed in till the end of the game. Al Williams showed much power and aggressiveness in this tilt and made a place for himself in the starting
lineup of later games.

~~
COWBOYS

RIDE

ROUGHSHOD

OVER MINERS

Saxon's 1931 football machine blew a gasket, after functioning perfectly in the first three games of
the season, when it collided with the Cowboy troop from down Abilene way on October 17.
We are not trying to make alibis, but everything went wrong on that sadly memorable afternoon.
Later in the season comparative scores showed that the M ucker crew had as powerful a team as the Cowboys and that this, the only defeat of the season, was one of those affairs that happen in the best of
families, pardon, we mean clubs.
Mines lost the toss up and had to defend the east goal, receiving the kickoff. Weaver fumbled and
before he could recover, a veritable swarm of Cowboys pounced on the pigskin on the Mucker 32-yard
stripe. Line bucks and a lS-yard pass netted the visitors two consecutive first downs, placing the oval on
the Miner 6-yard line. Power plays failed against the determined Mucker front wall, which held at the
one-foot line. McCollum, Cowboy right halfback, sneaked aver the end zone for touchdown on a trick
play that caught the local boys flat-footed. Pee converted.
Andrews took to the air when the Orediggers received on their own 35-yard marker. The first heave
did not find a receiver and the next one fell into the arms of McCollum on the 45-yard line. On the
first Cowboy play, Pee passed to McCollum for 20 yards and this worthy gentleman scampered the rest
of the distance to score again, making it twice in less than 10 minutes of play. The kick for extra point
was blocked.
In the second quarter the Cowboys were kept hom piling up the score by the fearless performance
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of the veteran Andrews, Key, Coldwell and Mayhew and the new comers, Williams and Hawk. Many a
Cowboy can vouch for the power of horty Key, who on seeing an approaching flock of prospective
tacklers would leave the ground and soar into their midst, knocking them down like sa many ten-pins.
Key's recklessness resulted in his being painfully injured during the second quarter.
The second quarter saw the pigskin in midfield most of the time, both sides failing to gain after a
exchange of punts. A l O-yard heave, Andrews to Key, was completed and then Key raced 20 yards t
place the oval in midfield. The Mucker offensive was cut short when Pee, star Cowboy back, intercepte
a pass on his awn 12-yard line. The Miners were again worming their way toward the Simmons goal as
the half came to a close.
Andrews fumbled the initial kick-off of the second half but recovered before being downed on his
la-yard marker. Key punted out of danger but immons returned to the Mines 18-yard stripe. A triple
pass, Byron to Pee to McCollum, and a la-yard dash by the latter, gave the Cowboys their third score.
The Iuckers took to the air when they saw that power plays failed against the heavier, more experienced Cowboy front wall. J. B. threw pass after pass, with a consistency worthy of better fortune,
as Simmons backs and ends were as consistent in getting under these passes. As a result of this belated
Miner offensive the Cowboys scored two touchdowns in the third quarter and two more in the last.
Boykin's shoulder injury, which only allowed him to playa few minutes, Weaver's broken finger,
and the bewildering Cowboy attack more or less disheartened the Mucker crew, but as a whole the Miners fought like one possessed to the last minute, even though they knew it was a losing, hopeless battle.
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N. M. M. 1. CADETS

ROUTED

BY MUCKERS

The Miners started their redemption by taking the N. M. ~1. 1. Broncs into camp to the tune of 31
to 6 on October 24 at Roswell.
Shorty Key was responsible for 19 of the 31 Mucker points, scoring two touchdowns, a field goal,
and four points after touchdown; Neugebauer scored the remaining 12 points.
Key, Andrews, and Neugebauer carried the brunt of the attack to the Cadets, the latter proving he is
as able a ground gainer as he is a blocker. Key plunged over for two tallies in the first quarter. The
Broncs then scored their lone touchdown in the second quarter by catching the Miners napping with that
old trick, the hidden player on the far side of the field. In the same quarter Neugebauer scored the
third Mucker touchdown, and the fourth and last in the third quarter. Key also contributed with his
field goal from the 20-yard line in the third, besides booting the oval between the goal posts after every
touchdown.
Boykin was unable to get in the lineup as Coach Saxon was still nursing along the old shoulder injury
so that Ben might be used in later, harder games. Krutilek saw action as halfback and made some nice runs.
Mayhew and Williams turned in good performances at tackle, while Stellar Steele played his usual
strong game at center, and the whole team did its best to make up for the rout of a fortnight before.

~~
McMURRAY

INDIANS

FAIL

TO TAKE

MUCKERS'

SCALP

On the last of October the Mines gridsters tangled with the McMurray Indians of Abilene and
trounced them by a score of 18 to 7.
The Indians, holders of the bottom berth in the Southwestern Conference with not a victory to
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their credit, came near upsetting the dope bucket and threw a scare into the Miner camp when they held
a one-point lead until more than half of the last quarter was gone. However, remembering the rout by
Simmons inspired the local aggregation, and when the final quarter had but six minutes to go, two touchdowns were scored in less time than it takes to bat an eye.
During the first quarter the Muckers and Indians battled on even terms; the second quarter saw a
series of off-tackle and end plays put the oval within scoring distance. Shorty Key plunged over for the
first counter but failed to add the extra point when the line collapsed and his kick was blocked.
The remainder of the game, up to the fateful last six minutes, saw the Mines supporters alternately
cheering and cussing under their breath. l\Iore fumbles were made and more passes were intercepted by
opponents in this twenty-odd minutes than in any similar length of time since the beginning of the season. The Indians took advantage of this slump and launched an effective aerial offensive that brought
them dangerously near the goal line. A pass, Bell to Johnson, tied the score and a few seconds later the
Indians were holding the upper hand, when the pigskin sailed over and between the goalpost uprights.
The Mines football machine finally began to function smoothly. Andrews and Key, with the aid
of good blocking by the team in general and
eugebauer in particular, alternately hit the line for long
gains, taking the ball within McMurray's 20-yard territory. Shorty gained 8 yards around left end; Andrews hit center for 5 and then again for 8 yards, placing the oval on the one-foot line. The next play
pulled the game out of the fire, when J. B. pi unged over for touchdown. Shorty's kick for extra point
went wild.
Andrews at last found the weak spots in the Indian line and the Mucker running attack began clicking perfectly. After Chule Milner who, by the way, gave a good exhibition of blocking and tackling intercepted a McMurray pass, the Orediggers pierced he Indian front wall almost at will in their eagerness
to cinch a victory.
Andrews slipped through the line for 20 yards, Shorty rammed center for five mare, and J. B.
again placed the oval within easy reach of the goal line and then went over left guard for touchdown.
Key's usually well-behaved toe again failed him. The game was over a few moments later.
Andrews and Key did most of the ball toting, while Neugebauer and Milner did their share by taking out enemy tacklers with consistency. Stellar Steele, as usual, lived up to his reputation as the best
defensive Center around this neck of the woods. The team as a whole played mediocre ball during most
of the gam, but once it hit its winning stride it looked like the proverbial million dollars.

MI

ERS WI

T

CLOSE 0 E FROM

MATADORS

Displaying their best form of the season thus far, the tuckers romped to victory, by the scant margin of 14 to 12, over the Texas Tech Matadors before a large Armistice Day crowd that was.kept on its
toes throughout the greater part of a game packed with thrills.
Coach Cawthon of Tech sent in his shock troops with the opening whistle as a means of feeling the
enemy's power. An off-tackle play failed to advance the ball into Tech territory; then Key, following
a perfect interference wave, dashed off 55 yards to place the pigskin on the Matador IO-yard stripe. Here
the Lubbock line held and the Miners lost the oval on downs.
The Matador first string players w re th n sen in. Tech advanced ten yards on straight football
and then fumbled on their awn 20-yard marker, Coldwell recovering for the Mines. Four plays advanced the oval to the ~Iatador 5-yard line; Andrews then went off-tackle for touchdown and Key's
educated toe sent the pigskin sailing over the crossbar.
The Lubbock first stringers resorted to spinner plays and steadily advanced down the field, until
it seemed certain that they would score. However, he Mucker front wall held at the S-yard stripe for
three downs; on the fourth, Close, Matador back, fumbled while attempting a spinner play, the Miners
again recovering. The end of the quarter saw the Orediggers launching an aerial offensive.
Andrews took a big chance when he started passing within his 20-yard territory. Crites intercepted
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a pass on the Miners' 22-yard line. Close and France, Tech backs, advanced the pigskin to the 2-yard
stripe and .Johnson scored an an end-around play. Close's try for the extra point was blocked.
The Miners scored their second touchdown during the first few minutes of the second half. Andrews again chose to atta~k v~a the ether; a 25-yar~ pa~s fell into the waiting arms of Meagher, who galloped 37 more along the sidelines to score. Key again kicked goal.
The second Tech score came in the last quarter after the Matadors changed tactics and also took to
the air. A Tech pass was ruled complete and first down was granted on the Mines 20-yard stripe because of interference with the receiver. France's toss to Close was complete and the latter stepped across
the goal line for touchdown, but France's kick was blocked by Mayhew.
The kickoff after the above tally was received by Milner, who ran it back 50 yards to the 20-yard
marker, where he was run out of bounds. The game came to a close with the Miners in possession of the
ball, but unable to penetrate further into Tech territory after Milner's sprint and two runs by Andrews.
Shorty Key proved to be a thorn in Cawthon's side. It is said that the Matador coach once declared
Shorty the best natural football player in Texas, when Key was still playing with Terrell Prep Shorty certainly did his best to live up to Cawthon's estimation of his ability. Key was the one who
gained the most yardage of all players in the game, kicked the two goals that turned out to be the margin of victory, and paved the way for the first Miner touchdown .
.J. B. Andrews was the second most consistent ground gainer of the day and steered his aggregation
in his usual efficient manner. Meagher and Milner stood out with their spectacular game. Steele and
Coldwel lstarred in the line, and the team as a whole gave the best performance of the season.

MINES

PLOWS

THROUGH

N. M. AGGIES

The game between the Mines gridsters and their traditional foes, the New Mexico Aggies, had a
double interest for the Mines rooters. November 21 marked the close of the season for the Orediggers, it
was also Homecoming Day for the Mines "exes" and alumni.
A colorful crowd, numbering over 5,000, saw the Muckers write a befitting climax to a good season on the gridiron by trimming the upper valley aggregation by the score of 20 to 0, in this game that
marked the end of intercollegiate competition for two great athletes, Capt. Virgil Neugebauer and Thad
Steele, who are lost through graduation,
The Aggies received the opening kick-off and punted out of bounds on their own 40-yard line after
they failed to pierce the Mines defense. The air-minded Orediggers opened up with their favorite form
of attack, but the attempted passes found no receiver and Key punted to the Aggie lO-yard strip~. The
Aggies punted out of danger to midfield; Shorty returned five yards and Andrews advanced eighteen
more in two tries. A little later Andrews fumbled on the New Mexicans' 13-yard line. A punting duel
ensued between Key and Mechem, and the two elevens were battling on even terms as the first quarter
expired.
Key made up for his fumble in the waning moments of the first quarter by intercepting Mechem's
pass and carrying the oval to midfield. From there on it was Andrews and Key, Key and Andrews, a
combination that gave the Miners four consecutive first dawns. Andre~s went over for touchdown on an
off-tackle play from the one-yard marker and Key booted the extra pomt.
Key fumbled Diffley's punt and McCorkle rec?vered for the Aggies., A minute la,ter Hawk intercepted an Aggie toss and returned to the 40-yard stripe. Trogstead, Aggie fullback, m~ercepted ~ndrews' pass and was downed on the Miner 40-yard line. The next few plays saw the Aggies surpass,mg
the Miners at their pet form of attack, passing, and taking the pigskin to ~he Mucker~' one-yard line.
However, a pass attempted over the goal line was knocked ~own a~d the Miners were given the ball on
the 20-yard stripe. The Muckers had started another determined drive toward the enemy goal as the half
ended.
The Aggies again received, and, after failing to make any headway on line bucks, punted out of
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bounds on their own 40-yard marker. Key was thrown for a loss, but a 15 yard penalty on the Aggies
and Andrews' consistent ball lugging put the oval on the A. & M. l O-yard line. Andrews again scored
after thrice hitting the line. Key's kick went wild.
The Aggies lost the ball a moment after receiving when Steele intercepted a pass. The red-jerseyed
line held and Mines lost the ball on downs. The Orediggers' secondary defense saw to it that the Aggies'
passing game failed, and the latter had to punt. Meagher snatched a 25-yard heave from Andrews and
was not downed until he reached the Farmers' l l-yard line. Andrews rammed the line three consecutive
times and sent over the third and final touchdown of the game. This time Key's kick sailed true, adding
the extra paint. The Aggies again took to the air, without success. Mechem punted over the Miner g al
as the third quarter came to a close.
The fourth quarter saw the star Miner passing combination, Andrews to Meagher, complete three
passe that netted 65 yards. The same two alternated on carrying the mail, but the determined offensive was stopped at the Aggie one-yard line, where the Farmers took the ball on downs. Mechem punted
to Key, who returned to the A. & M. 25-yard stripe. Andrews' toss to Key was incomplete, but Cane
snagged the next one out of the air and crossed the goal line at a gallop. The tally was disallowed and
the pi ay called back when the Miners were assessed a S-yard penalty for off-side. The remainder of the
game aw the Miners penetrate deep into Aggie territory, but failing to score when a toss over the goal
line failed to find its mark.
Andrews and Meagher were undoubtedly the backfield luminaries of the day; their teamwork on
passing attacks was flawless. If Key did not show up well, it was through no fault of his-every
last
Farmer was out gunning for him, and they nailed him almost every time before he could get started.
Hawk, l\lilner, and Krutilek did very well in their tries at the other back position. In the front wall
every man was a pillar of strength and it would hardly be fair to mention individual stars. The eleven
that defeated the New lexico Aggies could have turned back any team around this neck of the woods;
it functioned perfectly in every department and made Coaches axon and Phillips proud of their work.
Thad Steele wrote finis to his football career by turning in a superb game at center. He captained
the team in the absence of eugie. Yirgil Neugebauer had received a broken hand that kept him from
holding down h' s regular berth, however, as a tribute to him, and that he might participate in the last game
of his colleg ~fe, he was sent in for a few minutes, receiving a thunderous ovation when he left the field.
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SPRING

FOOTBALL

As a substitute for varsity baseball, and as a means of discovering likely candidates for the fall
squad, Coaches Saxon and Phillips turned out a spring gridiron machine and matched it against the New
Mexico Aggies and the Texas Tech Matadors.
The first game, against the plowboys from the upper valley, was played on the night of April 15.
Jerry Hines, the Farmer mentor, brought down a large-squad of huskies, in contrast to a comparatively
small Miner bunch. The locals emerged from the fray on the long end of a 12 to' 7 notation. The Mines
eleven was far from performing in fall midseason form, but it showed occasional flashes of brilliance
that were profitably employed in putting two counters across. Milner and Andrews carried the oval
over the goal line, but the lack of Shorty Key's educated toe was sorely in evidence when it came to
tallying the extra points.
On the night of April 25 the Texas Tech Matadors and the Miners tangled under the flood lights
of the EI Paso High School stadium. Both institutions agreed to use scholastically ineligible players
and even coaches, and this agreement caused the Lubbock gridsters to take a third helping of humble pie
at the hands of the Orediggers, for it was Shorty Key who provided the margin of victory with a placement kick.
The Muckers had no difficulty in advancing deep into Tech territory during the first three quarters,
but seemed to lack the punch to get the ball over the goal line. After two or three such failures, Key got
set for a placement kick from the fifty yard line. Most of the spectators did not dream that such a kick
would actually be attempted, but were rather inclined to believe that a trick play was forthcoming. However, Key did kick and the pigskin soared true 60 yards. This kick failed only by two or three yards of
being a record breaking boot, but went down in local gridiron history as the longest ever made in an
EI Paso football field.
The Orediggers finally worked up enough steam to send a counter over early in the fourth quarter.
After Saxon, Andrews, and Key had worked the oval to the IOvyard stripe, J. B. went right over right
tackle for a touchdown. Key converted. A few minutes later the red-jerseyed gridsters succeeded in SCOTing, after a determined march from midfield, and kicked goal.
Mack Saxon, J. B. Andrews, and Shorty Key carried the brunt of :he running attack to' the Bul.lfighters. Harry Phillips, Steele, and all of last year's lettermen turned III an excellent performance III
the line.
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BACK Row;
Row:

FRONT

Rodehaver, Najera, Lopez, Dingwall, Weaver, Liles (Manager)
Andrews, Walton, Milner, Eady (Captain), Allen, Krutilek.

THE

1932 BASKETBALL

EA ON

The Mucker 1932 ba ketball quintet played only five intercollegiate matches. l\Iore games were
not scheduled because of lack of funds and the inability to meet guarantees if games were scheduled, as
this sport for some unexplainable reason, draws only a handful of rooters.
The interwllegiate season was opened at Las C uces, where th Orediggers tangled with the N e
Mexico Aggies in the latter's own backyard. Captain Tom Eady did not get in the lineup as at the
time he was laid up with a bad cold. J. B. Andrews and Carol Weaver, two other hardwood court luminaries, were ruled ineligible and did not have a chance to help stem the tide of defeat at the hands of
the Cow College basket-tossers. The game, however was interesting as the M uckers put up a stiff fight
before being sent back to the Pass City on the hort end of a 34 to 29 score.
The Farmers made the trip to El Paso two day later for the second game of the series. The Miner
crew, although playing on more familiar grounds was again defeated by the margin of two baskets. All
hopes of evening the count were blasted when the Aggies emerged victorious by the count of 41 to 37.
At the beginning of the second semester, the Mines five made a trip to Alpine, where a two game
series had been scheduled with the SuI Ross Loboes, to be pi ayed as night caps to the matches scheduled
for the high school district tournament.
The first game again saw the orange-clad team turned back, the
score being 41 to 29. The game, in spite of what the final notation may show to the contrary, was fast
and furiously contested, and the defeat of the Muckers can only be attributed to lack of rest, as it was
played but a short time after their arrival at Alpin .
The l\Iines quintet on the next night hit its winning stride and took the Loboes into camp to the tune
of 26-23. Jack Rodgers played a superb game at guard, as running mate to Captain Eady, and s~nk
baskets from almost impossible angles. Lopez at center and Milner and Allen at forward got loose time
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L. D. LILES
MANAGER

L. D. made the Mines a fine manager this year. He was perhaps the
best liked and hardest working manager we have ever had. His dimpled
smile was always seen, and his sunny disposition proved a stimulating influence to the men. We would like to see him back with us next year.

and again to score after the Alpinites had taken the lead. The outcome of the game was in doubt up to
the instant the time-keeper's whistle blew, and those that witnessed the encounter claim it to be one of
the fastest and best ever played in the Southwest.
The Muckers, once they found themselves, had no difficulty in sending the Tempe Teachers back
to Arizona smarting under a 37 to 27 drubbing administered them by the revamped Oredigger five. This
victory closed the season, as far as collegiate basketball is concerned, for the Miners.
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MANNY

LOPEZ

FORWARD

Manny is a tall, experienced player and his left-handed shots
from out in the court are impossible to stop. He is an accurate
passing man and his team work was a great asset to the Mines
scoring plays. He has two or more years with the school and.
if he continues the pace he set this year, we will not have to
worry about one of the forward positions.

PARK

ALLE

CENTER

Allen, completing his third season with the Miners, continues to show the same shooting ability that has characterized
him in past seasons. One of the best shots ever seen in these
parts, Park again led the team in scoring. Being rangy and a
good defensive man, the team was greatly weakened when he
was out of the lineup. Allen will have one more year with the
Miners, so a strong center for next year is assured.

[Page Eighty-six

:1h~11
.v:

FlOWSHEET

CAPTAIN

TOM EADY
GUARD

Without a doubt the greatest guard that ever graced a Mines
uniform, Captain Eady proved himself an invaluable man
throughout the season. Big, rangy, and fast, his brilliant offensive play was eclipsed only 'by his spectacular and consistent
defensive work. He is a dependable long shot, and was among
the leading scorers for the season. The Mines defense was buil t
around the cool and experienced leadership of this great guard.
Eady will be back with us next year.

WALTER

MILNER

FORWARD

"Chule" finished his second season in a Mines uniform and
his aggressiveness and fight made him a valuable man both offensively and defensively. He was an important cog in the Miner
scoring machine, and finished the season up among the leaders.
He is a fast breaking player and a dead shot around the basket.
\Ve are expecting another great year for him next season.
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"M" A SOCIA nON

OF TEXA

' COLLEGE

OF ~UNES

FRONT Row: Park Allen, 1,. D. Liles, Joe Friedkin, Thad Steele, George Krutilek, Benny Smith,
Al Williams, Berte Haigh.
SECONDRow: Red Coldwell, Manny Lopez, Henry Hawk, Pat Lockeridge, Chule
lilner, Jerry
Faust, Linay Mayhew, Tom Eady.
BACK how: i\Iike Araujo, Bill Bartlett, Primo Daross.
NOT I PICTURE: J. B. Andrews, Ben Boykin, Tom O'Donnel, \ irgie
eugebauer, Caroll Weaver,
Bob Colvin, H. L. l\IcCune, Harvey
1cCune, John Hawley, Bill Powell.
"1\1" A'SOCIATION
OFFICERS
THAD A. STEELE
VIRGIL EUGERAUER_
TOM EADY _
BERTE R. HAIGH
HARRY B. PHILLIPS

President
Vice-President
Secretary- Treasurer
Honorary Supervisor
Faculty Sponsor

The "M" Association is composed of all men who have earned their "~I" in any major sport. The
purpose of the organization is to sponsor and foster athletics of all types. All wearers of the coveted
"M" up to Jan. J, J932, are considered charter members, and those earning their letter after that ti~e
are initiated into the Association at the end of each school term. The "M" Association co-operates with
the athletic council in every way and the annual Home Corning arrangements are taken care of by this
group. The wearers of the "M" represent the highest type of men found on the campus, and their exploits in the fields of sports are unrivaled in the Southwest.
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