er sent by Robert Ovaid to Sam GoJdperg
6n8 East ~th 8 treet
New York, ew York.
January 12, 1934
C. Jaurex Chih.
Sam Goldberg
New Ydl'k, New York.

near Freind:
I recieved your letter andI was very glad to hear from you all
again.
Dear Sam, you sand me many questions and now I sand you all
you want. Th i::name of the Rabbi of El Paso is .Joseph M. Roth
of the congregation Baai Zion of El Paso, Texas.
The child died in Yom Kipper day at 7 a.m. and we buried the
child the next day at 9 a.m. an the Catolic C emetary. The
charged 50 peses Mexic~n money. When I was in the Temple
I ask the Rabbi and he said he c ~.nt qp anything so I went to
the Jews Congreg ·tion in El Paso andf'said me that he cnat
do anythin about it . Then I ask to the Immigration Judge he
i s Jewish too , but he said that he need $700 (dollars)
~or e the burial of the child in the Jewish Cemetary. You
know how much is our capital and we havat enough money and
for this reason we buried the child in the Catalic remetarv,
and from that day my sister and mv mother was sick. My
mother told me that she is 52 years old and she never saw a Jew
pigle buried in the Catholice C ~metary .
Sam you know that everywhere are congregations, and this congregation is for helping to the cik, for deads, to and for poor
man but gh ey better help to the streets womans and the womans
who liv es with goys or Mexicans and not to the roor who nee d.
But we dont nee from him in that time we need only to burjed
the child in the Jews Cemetary. We thank God because he gives
us all what we nned but please make me afaver and go the Jews
Congregation and him him too, they not to send anything to
the Jews Congregation of El Paso, Texas.
Please answer · me as soon as you received the letters.
Y ~ur truly freind that never forgot you.
Robert Ovaida.

_Q_Qpx_of_1etter

Writt~n

to Mr. Sam Goldberg_
Re: Case Ovaida

Dear Mr . . Goldberg:

gan. 30 , 1934

In connection with the Robert Ovaida Case Iam enciosing co py
of letter sent to the Hebrew Sheltering andimmigrant A id
Society of America.

-------

Sincerly yours,
------------------.---------------------..;_

___ _

Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant A id Society of America
425 - 43i Lafayette S treet
New Y ...rk, Ne York •
January 23,

El Pa so Jewish Releif Societ~
447 ~·irst Nation&l Bank Bldg.
El Pa so , Texas.

Re: Robert

~934

Ovaid~

_

Gentlemen :
We are enclosing hero.with a letter which was received by Mr.
Sam Goldberg of ~08 East Ninth Street N . Y . ~ ity, from Robert
Ovaida, Calle de la Paz #726, Cd . Jaaaez Chih, Mexico, in whmh
she is informed that a chi] d of Rrbert Ovaid~ died on Yorn Ki p per
last and he was interred in a Catholic Cemetary.
Mr. Robert Ovaid states that if $700 would be paid the chil d
could be transfered to a Jewish Cemetary in El Paso.
Could you please as ce-rtain the facts and advise u.-s what can
be donw in the matter.
'
Thanking you for your kind cooperation,
Very sincerely yours~
Signed: Alexander L. Sh~"'l.lger

January 30 , 1934
Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant S0ciety of ~ merica
425 - ~37 Lafayette Btreet
New York, New York.
Re: Robert Ova ida
I

-Dear Mr . Shluger:
In reference to your letter of Jan. 23, 1934, I addresses
to the El Pas~ Jewish .i.~eleif S ociety, re; child of Robett
Ovaida being buriedin a non-Je ish Cemetary in Jaurez, Mexica.
I wish to state the following:
The child d ied of (A siatic black sma lpox a highly cont a gdlous
disease the unfortuante vistims of such must be almost
immediately interred.
If it would at all hav ~ been possible to bring the hody over
the following requirements would have had to be fulfilled.
1: Emablam ingwhich wouJ d have cost $50 .
.2: A hermetically sealed casket- lead lined. This would have
had to be imported , requiring a far Jonger dealav , than the
authorities would have pel'mitted the body to hav e r emained
unburied. Incidentally same would have cost a boutt 25 0 .

As far as our experience goes even under ordinary circum stances
bringing a body over involves the payment _of considerable sum
to the Mexican Officials anywhere from $ 35~lll?P.~r d s. In this
case you may well imagine what exhorbihan~'V-'tney woul d have
made.
Under presnet circumstance I understand after the body wi l l
have been buried for a year it will as far as th~ United Hea l th
Services are concerned be permitted to be exhumed and brought
over here f or interment.
Our community has alwa~s dealt most humanely with the Jewish
Immigrants in providing them with much of their Spiritual
and Material ne us, and assisting then in every way possibl e
to expidite their entry into the States. ThisC~aaican
be substantiates by numberless cases.
W e resnt the slur cast on us by Robert Ovaida
a ~ precia te you so advising him.

andwould

Faithfully yours,
Rabbit JosephM.

R~th

Carbon Copy sent to Hebrew Sheltering andimmi g r ~ nt Society
435-437 Lafay teet
New York, New Yerk.
and
Mr. S am Roldberg

608 East 9th Street
New York, NewYork
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Copy of

Letter written to Rabbi Roth

Re: Ovaida C ase

Dear Rabbi Roth:
A fter heari ng from the Ovaida Family the situation they were
in , the one thing I could have done was to appeaJ to the
J ewish Society here in N. Y. not knowing who to notify in
El Paso . Had I know you or your congregration I would have
most assuredly written either . Let me enlighten y ou as to the
nature of the com plaint .
Thi s Ovaida Family are very orthodox Jews s o after they appa aJed
and were denied help from an organization of their own race
they naturally became disillusioned as to the purpose of your
organization. I ncidentall y they also informedeme that there
is a certain woman who has charge of the distribution of clolhing
and such to the poor Israelistes wf Jaurez, who sells and
gives to favorites clothing that she is supposed_ to
distribute as charity.
Of course Iam merely speaking from hearsay, and have no way
of proving these accusations . However it would certainly
releive the Ovaidas and myself to know that you wi lJ investigate these rumors.
Concerning the dead ba by I beJ.eive that your copy yousent me
explains the true circUJ!lstances sunrounding t he affair. It
seems that the Ovaidas were not treat ed with any great de a l
of kindness in the matter. Perhaps they do not ful ly understand
the reason their baby could not be buried in a Hebrew cemetayy.
At an rate on the behalf of the Ovaidas and my family witRl.
your organization be so kind as to notify the Ovaida,in
person preferably, I beleive the whole matter can be straighnen d
out as it should have been this way.

,

Thank you, Rabbi Roth; very kindly , for any consideration in
the case , we all really appreci ate the efforts of your organi
z at i on .
Sincerely yours,
Sam Goldberg
608 East qth Street
Ne York, New York.

