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HE Spanish padres—dedicated to the teaching of their faith—found a
vast wilderness stretching before them, peopled by savages who were entirely
ignorant of Christianity. In order to be teachers the padres had to be admin-
istrators as well.

Although Christianity is said to have come when Cabeza de Vaca set foot
on our territory, its teachings and true knowledge were brought by Fray
Agustin Rodriguez and his party in the middle of the year 1581. He and two
of his companions were murdered by the Indians whom they tried to instruct.
Their work laid the foundation for the occupation, settlement and beginning
of European civilization in our Southwest.
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