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PREFACE.

MOST teachers will measure the value of a beginning book
by the thoroughness with which it prepares for the work to be
done in the second year. The work of second-year Latin in
this country centres, as a rule, around the study of Caesar's
Commentaries and the Latin Grammar. The present volume
is intended to meet both these ends in the most successful
way.

In order to prepare the pupil for the intelligent and effective
study of Caesar, the vocabulary has been chosen from a limited
number (about 750) of the commonest words employed by
Caesar in the Gallic War. The syntax, too, has been restricted,
except in the rarest instances, to that employed by Caesar.
At the earliest possible point consistent with honest work,
simple passages of continuous prose have been introduced, giv-
ing in outline the chief features of Caesar's campaigns against
the Helvetii and Ariovistus. At the close of the Lessons,
Book II of the Gallic War is given with annotation.

To prepare for the systematic study of the Latin Grammar,
- the second main line of endeavor in the Latin work of the
second year, - the grouping of the material throughout the book
has been made to follow as nearly as possible the arrangement
of all our Latin grammars. By this means the grammar work
of. the second year is made to involve no re-adjustment, but
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iv PREFACE.

becomes simply the consistent working out of the plan inaugu-
rated with the beginning book.

As regards the English-Latin Exercises which accompany
the Lessons on the declensions and conjugations, the author
believes that too much should not be expected from merely
written work on forms. In teaching inflections nothing can
take the place of incessant oral drill. It cannot be too strongly
emphasized that without thorough knowledge of the forms the
study of Latin or any other inflected language will always
drag, and will be distasteful and profitless to the student, as
well as discouraging to the teacher. .

It is probably no exaggeration to assert that the chief defect
in the teaching of Latin to-day is the failure to master the
declensions and conjugations at the very outset of the study.
Honest and thorough work here is the key to the solution of
the difficulties that come later. An adequate knowledge of
the forms does not come of itself; it does not come even
by reading. It can come only by persistent, sustained atten-
tion to the forms themselves at the earliest stages of the study.

o Not until the student is equipped with this fundamental
knowledge is he prepared to go on and pursue with profit and
reasonable facility the study of syntax and the intelligent
reading of a Latin author.

C. E. B.
ITHACA, March 1, 1909.
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