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Wednesday, January 3, 1883

Have we not a number of opium dens in the city?

Two more lumber yards are to be started in the city.

Mrs. Porter, our popular post mistress, has commenced the erection of a handsome brick residence in the eastern part of the city.

The firm of Robbins & Carrico, furniture dealers has been dissolved. Mr. Carrico retiring. Mr. Robbins will continue the business and make this the headquarters for his numerous branch houses.

We are glad to learn that our school board is unanimous in favor of immediately erecting a school building that will be at once an ornament to the city and a monument to the intelligence and enterprise of our citizens.

Mr. Burke, a gunsmith who had been working in Mr. J. Gist’s blacksmith shop, on East Overland street died very suddenly yesterday of heart disease. We understand he leaves a wife and three small children.

The ball and supper given last Monday night at the Central hotel, for the benefit of the Catholic church, was a social and financial success. The company, although not large, was composed of some of El Paso’s best citizens and their ladies, and all the appointments for the occasion were complete in every particular. Dancing was one of the enjoyable features, after which a sumptuous repast was spread and partaken of by the guests with hearty cheer and social enjoyment. After supper the voting commenced, and it was a lively and exciting election. A returning board was organized, on canvassing the vote it was declared that Mrs. Burbridge was the most popular married lady in El Paso, Miss Fisher the most popular young lady, and Mr. John Dougher the most popular gentleman. Mrs. Burbridge was awarded an elegant gold watch and chain, the young lady two handsome gold bracelets, and the gentleman a stout gold headed cane upon which to lean his declining years. The receipts of the entertainment footed up the handsome sum of $1,735.25, which is to be expended in completing the Catholic church in this city.
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The Nellie Boyd troupe goes from here to Colorado City.

The Coliseum has been closed to satisfy a mortgage.

The El Paso Social club gives its second ball next Wednesday.

During the past year the assessable property of El Paso has nearly doubled.

El Paso will have reduction works and manufactories as soon as cheap fuel can be obtained.

Our neighbors on the other side of the river will soon commence work on their new custom house.

We understand that a gentleman from Albuquerque has leased the Pearson hotel and that as soon as it is ready for occupancy he will open it to the public.

There is some talk of converting the old Coliseum into a first class opera house. The scheme would no doubt result in a paying investment if it were carried out.

. . . Messrs. Rothschild & Marcuse jewelers placed in the post office of this city, for the benefit of the public a large and hand-some clock for which they deserve the thanks of our citizens.

Parties wishing dirt to fill up their lots or grade streets can have all they want after the 20th inst, by simply hauling it away from the site of the new hotel, east of the Central, and by applying at the Central.

Col. Mills and Judge Crosby have decided to erect, at once, a hotel building in El Paso which will be an ornament to the place and fill a want that has long been felt in this city. Proposals for bids are advertised in this paper. The building will be situated just east of the Central, where the old adobe block now stands. The work of demolishing the old building will commence immediately, and the new structure will grow apace. It is to be of stone and brick, four stories and basement and supplied with all the modern conveniences, including John Dougher as host and manager.
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El Paso will get the new 12-company military post.

The new hotel to be erected in this city will cost $75,000.

A number of new side tracks are to be laid in the Santa Fe yards.

The rent asked for the Pierson hotel in this city is $750 per month.

The chain gang was out in force, Saturday, cleaning up El Paso street.

The basement work for Bassett’s new brick block on El Paso street, will be completed this week.

The street railway company has declared a two and one-half per cent dividend for the month of December.

Col. J.F. Bennett, of Silver City, has purchased Mr. B. Schuster’s interest in the El Paso transfer company.

The ice factory is running on full time and notwithstanding it is mid-winter there is a demand for all the ice it can furnish.

The new four-story hotel, that is to be erected in this city immediately, will undoubtedly be the finest hotel building in the southwest.

L. Meyer & Co. have leased the south store room in Dr. Green’s new brick block, on El Paso street, and will move into it as soon as completed.

Satterthwaite’s addition to El Paso is taking quite a boom. A number of new residences are in course of construction there and many more are contemplated.

Mr. E.E. Russell has purchased an interest in the furniture business of A.O. Robbins, of this city and the firm here after will be known as Robbins & Russell.

The large warehouse in connection with Ketelsen & Degetau’s store, at the foot of El Paso street, has been accepted by the government as a bonded warehouse.

Bishop Reed has two very handsome brick cottages in Magoffin’s addition almost ready for occupancy. This portion of the city will in a few years be the most desirable place to live in of any in El Paso.

In less than three years a large and hand-some union depot will loom up in the southern part of the city, which, with a magnificent custom house in the same vicinity will make lots in that part of town very valuable.

Some people would commence at the top to build a house, others would have gas and water works, paved streets, palatial residences, magnificent city halls, and subsidized street railways before they would consent to be taxed for public school purposes.

We understand a movement is on foot in the city to organize a cemetery association. The grounds are to be located north of the city, on the mound just above the S.P. round house and will be laid out in burial lots and improved. The matter is in the hands of Mr. Satterthwaite and Gen. Harrison. This city needs a more respectable burying place for the dead and we are glad steps are being taken looking to that end.
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The river at this point is yet low.

The Catholic church is nearing completion.

Some enterprising citizen should build an opera house in this city.

It has not yet transpired who the contractors are that will build the new Central hotel.

Several new buildings are being erected in the west part of the city, near the Santa Fe round house.

There are four brick kilns running in this city and still the supply does not meet the demand.

The old adobe buildings on the site of the new hotel, at the head of El Paso street, are being demolished.

Cheap fuel will insure to us smelters mills, refining works, machine shops and many other important industries.

A number of enterprising Mexicans are erecting a tent for circus performers near the corner of Texas and Oregon streets.

El Paso will be the division headquarters of the S.P. road for the two divisions running east and west, and it is also expected that large additions will be made to the company’s shops and round house located here.

THE LAST SPIKE

American House—One block south of Post Office
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A brick house is going up on Santa Fe street.

Other streets besides El Paso and San Antonio are going to be graded.

The terrible calamity in Milwaukee, the burning of the Newhall house, ought to be a lesson to be forgotten. El Paso is about to have erected a 4-story hotel. The city council should make it obligatory upon the projectors of the enterprise to prepare proper fire escapes. People can’t jump out of four story windows and have assurance that they will eat breakfast the next morning.

RECIPROCITY WITH MEXICO
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Saturday, January 20, 1883

The opium joints are still rife in the city.

There are twelve miles of water mains in this city.

Some fine buildings are going up in the west part of the city.

Judge Pierson is said to be dying at the Hot Springs in Arkansas.

The Southern Pacific road will soon erect a new two-story brick depot in this city.

Some enterprising man ought to fit up the old Coliseum into a first class opera house.

There are strong probabilities of a big “row” occurring before long in the house of David.

The International Street railway company will build a line down San Antonio street to Magoffin’s addition.

The storeroom in the rear of the Davis block and fronting on West Overland street is being fitted up for business.

Mr. Duncan’s new cottage residence, on West Overland street is enclosed and when completed will be one of the handsomest dwellings in the city.

H.A. Kelley, the man who started the Daily Independent, in this city over a year ago, died in Ysleta, the fore part of the week. He has a family in California, but he originally came from Cincinnati.

This city needs market houses, school houses, gas works, a town hall, an opera house, a union depot and various other things, but in order to get them the council has no authority to vote away the rights of the people.
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Several new brick dwellings are going up on Santa Fe street.

Fort Bliss is one of the handsomest military posts in the southwest.

The Santa Fe company is putting up a new building near its round house.

The ford across the river at this place should be improved. The approaches to it are abominable.

The street car line is doing a good business between the two towns. It has almost broken up the hack business.

The second story of Mr. Schultz’ new building will be fitted up for a public hall, something this city has long needed.

The work of demolishing the old adobe buildings that now occupy the site, where the new Central hotel is to be erected, goes actively on.

Since the consolidation the Texas express company has discontinued its office in this city and all its business assumed by Wells, Fargo, & Co.

The four handsome store rooms just completed on El Paso street will soon be occupied; two of them, we understand with wholesale establishments.

The business of the city is gradually tending southward, towards the river, and the class of business houses going up is generally two stories and fireproof.

Dr. Nichols has commenced the erection of a two-story brick on Oregon street, near the custom house. It is 25x60 feet, and the first story will be occupied by him for a drug store.

A quantity of debris gathered in the culvert where El Paso street crosses the acequia, caused the water last night to overflow some of the lots in that vicinity that had not been graded up.
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Some needed street improvements are being done on Utah street.

The city engineer is at work on various streets setting grade stakes.

Schutz’ new building on San Francisco street will have a handsome iron front.

We take it back. The work of demolishing the old buildings has not commenced, but will on the 1st—so we are informed.

We have heard it suggested that small pox lurks in these old adobe houses. The idea is an entirely a new one, but it might bear investigation.

Messrs Schuster & Co. yesterday moved their wholesale grocery house to the Boring block, on East Overland street, where they occupy more commodious quarters.

Workmen are fitting up an engine house for the fire department on the southside of East Overland street, near El Paso. The room is large and the location an excellent one. We understand all the fire apparatus will be here in a few days.

A free ride was given to about a hundred of our citizens, last Wednesday, over the new boulevard on the mesa. Mr. Satterthwaite has constructed a handsome drive perhaps three miles in length, along the brow of the hill overlooking the city from the north, from which a magnificent view is had not only of El Paso, by for miles and miles south and east. The party of Wednesday was conveyed in carriages furnished by the Transfer company, and everybody seemed to enjoy the ride. We predict that this will become the favorite resort of everybody who may have a rig, and for all who are able to hire one. We understand a race course is to be laid out and improved about midway of the drive.
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The business of our post office has increased during the last six months to a degree almost incredible.

The elevation of Paso del Norte is twenty feet greater than that of this city, though to the casual observer viewing it across the river it looks even lower than El Paso.

Mr. Meyer, of San Elizario has rented one of the store rooms in Dr. Green’s new two story brick, on El Paso street, and will soon occupy it with a large stock of merchandise.

The acequia ought to be cleaned out, and a city ordinance should be passed imposing a severe penalty upon any one guilty of throwing any kind of filth or debris into it.

Horses attached to vehicles should not be left standing in the street without being tied. If there is no city ordinance prohibiting such carelessness the council ought to pass one.

Mr. Oswald Wilson ass’t general manager of the Southwestern Telegraph and Telephone company, will visit El Paso in a few days with a view to establishing a telephone exchange in this city.

Mr. Henry Collins, formerly manager of the California Comedy Company, has come to El Paso to reside during the balance of the winter, and owing to the dearth of first class amusements in the city, and the fact that there are a number of theatrical performers here who were lately with the Nellie Boyd troupe; he has been induced to improvise a company and open an engagement. Arrangements have been made to fit up the old Coliseum, which has an elegant stage and very fair scenery. The place will be thoroughly renovated and cleansed, the bar removed, chairs arranged in the parquet, and everything made comfortable and attractive. The first performance will be given next Monday night upon which occasion will be presented a play entitled “Grit and Pluck,” and also a comedy in two acts entitled “Andy Black, the Irish Diamond.” Mr. Collins will be supported by Mrs. Collins, who is said to be an artist of high talent, Miss Olive Collins, their daughter, Mrs. Harding, and Mr. Philleo, the two last named former members of the Nellie Boyd troupe that made themselves popular in this city a few weeks ago. Two musicians of the Nellie Boyd troupe will also assist in making up the orchestra. The gentleman assures us that everything shall be refined and first class in every respect, and we trust he will be greeted with a good house. The price of admission will be seventy-five and fifty cents.
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We hear that a brewery is to be established here.

A foundry and machine shop is one of the needs of this city.

The Cactus club have received two new and elegant billiard tables.

The street railway down San Antonio street will be commenced in few days.

An electric sign in the Acme saloon window is one of the curiosities on El Paso street.

The fountain in front of the Central hotel has been handsomely fitted up and a lot of German carp placed in it.

Mr. Carrie, of this city, received yesterday a lot of German carp for stocking the lake situated below town about seven miles.

The old adobe buildings on the west side of El Paso street, opposite the First National bank building, detract much from the beauty of the city.

A great many artificial stone pavements are being put down in the city. They are durable and not only enhance the value of property but add much to the attractiveness of the town.

What has become of the cemetery association that was talked of a few weeks ago? As so few people die in this country perhaps the scheme has been given up as a thing entirely unnecessary.
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A tannery would pay in this city.

The mesa gardens have been re-opened.

There is some talk of fixing up the big plaza.

A smelter in this city is among the things of the near future.

The interests of this city demand the erection of reduction works.

Several more new brick dwelling houses were commenced this week.

The remains of Judge Pierson will be buried in this city next Saturday.

El Paso has been made the division headquarters for two divisions of the Southern Pacific railroad.

The Presbyterian church has got its new bell in place and it will be used to call the sinners to the sanctuary next Sunday.

The Coliseum theater opened last Monday night with a good house. The two plays, “Andy Blake” and “Grit and Pluck,” were rendered in a credible manner. Mrs. Collins and Mr. Philleo carrying their parts in both pieces in a highly satisfactory style. Last night the programme was repeated to another appreciative audience.
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El Paso should organize a board of trade.

Our citizens ought to take more interest in tree planting.

Carpenters, brick layers, plasterers, and laborers are in demand in the city.

The old building formerly occupied by Sprinz Brothers & Davidson, on the west side of El Paso street, is being remodeled into a two story.

The Collins troupe will give another performance at the Coliseum next Monday night. An entire change of programme is promised. East Lynne will be produced on Monday, Wednesday and Friday night.

Rev. G.W. Baines, the pastor of the Baptist congregation informs us that the specifications have been prepared and the contract will soon be let for building a $5,000 brick church at the junction of San Antonio street and Magoffin avenue.

At the city council meeting last Tuesday afternoon among other things, an appropriation of $500 was made for enclosing and improving the big plaza. Also, $1,200 was appropriated to defray the expenses recently incurred by the fire department and the sum of $440 for extra work performed by City Clerk Kahn. An ordinance was also passed to open the public streets and alleys. The council meets again this evening.

Judge Beall is, by Judge Pierson’s will, made sole executor of the estate, without bonds. Mrs. Bell, of Los Angeles, California, but now in Columbus, Miss, a niece of Judge Pierson’s, inherits the entire property. The estate is variously estimated at from $80,000 to $150,000. Henry Lesinsky, of Clifton, A.T., offered $50,000 for the hotel before it was finished. The building, overlooking, as it does, the last resting place of its builder, is a fitting monument to his enterprise and public spirit and as long as its walls shall stand Judge Pierson’s memory will remain green in the hearts of our people.

JUDGE PIERSON’S FUNERAL

“EX-LIEUTENANT FLIPPER”
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A cabinet of mineral specimens ought to be kept in some convenient place in this city.

A good house witnessed the rendition of East Lynne, at the Coliseum, last Monday night.

T.H. Conklin has recently purchased the east half of the block bounded by San Antonio, Oregon, San Francisco, and El Paso streets for $20,000 and says he expects to sell it for $50,000. The same property was sold about eighteen months ago for $5,000 by Mrs. Rohman. It was her old garden.

T.H. Conklin, the real estate man, on Saturday sold 43 feet front on El Paso street between the Windsor hotel and the ditch for $6,000, or $139.54 per foot. The purchaser was John C. Rau, of Beliot, Wis., who intends to erect a two-story brick business house for rent. El Paso street is getting off with the business now, sure, and holders of lots on San Antonio street seem, by putting up their prices too high a figure to have turned the current away from that street. They still have unbounded faith, however, and the recent improvements on Paso street do not appear to have caused then to lower their prices at all. Property on the latter street is still held at lower figures than on San Antonio and if the holders of large tracts there will keep their prices down for six months longer they will give El Paso street such a start that San Antonio street will no catch up with it in five years.

The council has ordered the removal of the little adobe hut on Utah known as Hill’s hospital and it will be demolished to-day. Now let all the other obstructions be removed and the appearance of the city will be greatly improved. There are houses built across the streets in several places and holes excavated in them in others. Notable among the latter class of obstructions are the holes dug in the eastern part of the city, near the S.P. freight depot, for the purpose of making brick. We do not know the name of the street they obstruct and ruin, but they ought to be filled up at once. Persons who have built houses on the streets can have no reason to complain that the must lose them. Let an ordinance be passed allowing sufficient time for those who occupy such houses to vacate, and then let them be torn down. It is better to do this now than after the occupants have spent more money in improvements, and it is cheaper for all concerned now than it will be six months hence.

More new brick houses are being erected near West Overland street.

The Knights of Honor meet this evening in Odd Fellows hall over the postoffice.

Don’t fail to read the big advertisement in this paper of Messrs. Coffin & Seaton. They occupy the building recently vacated by the IXL store.

Those lewd pictures are still exposed to view in the show window corner of El Paso and West Overland street and the attention of the proper officials is again called thereto.

The pile of rubbish in rear of Robbins & Russell’s store caught fire this morning and a general conflagration was barely avoided by the timely presence of Marshal Gillett and Assistant Rainer.

Mr. Williamson of the City Drug Store desires us to state that his business is not for sale. This notice is called for by the fact that in the Times of this city, is published an advertisement of a drug business for sale, with no name given. It is not the City Drug Store, and this latter is not for sale; although the card above referred to has led various persons to believe that Mr. Williams is the party who desires to close out his business.
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The store room adjoining P.E. Kern & Co.’s jewelry establishment is being handsomely fitted up for a clothing store.

The mayor ought to appoint an “Arbor Day,” and call upon all property holders in the city to turn out and plant trees on their premises.

A good road is needed between the city and Fort Bliss. If the city will do something to aid the matter, Col. Fletcher states that the government will appropriate $5,000 towards it.

Messrs. Dieter & Clark have proposed to the city council that for an appropriation of $50 per month, in addition to the amount subscribed by the business men they will keep the streets of the city sprinkled from March 1st to October 31st.

A prominent member of the fire company explains why water may be thrown with greater force from one hydrant than another on the same level, by stating that the connection with the main pipe is larger at one hydrant than at the other. Evidently the man has a new system of hydrostatics.

This evening will be presented at the Coliseum the last three acts in the drama of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” This will be the first time in the history of our city that this play has ever been introduced. The opening piece of the entertainment is a humorous but refined commedietta entitled “Nature and Philosophy, or the Youth who never saw a Woman.” Mr. Collins, the manager, has succeeded remarkably well in overcoming the prejudices that have heretofore existed against the old Coliseum and has endeavored to give to this city a series of plays that belong solely to the legitimate drama. We are glad to see that these efforts are meeting with fair success.

The merchants of El Paso met last night at Emerson & Berrien’s old warehouse, on San Antonio street and erected the organization of the El Paso Board of Trade. A preliminary meeting had been held some weeks ago and a committee appointed to report a plan of organization. This committee consisted of Messrs. J. Julian S. Schutz, W.G. Walz, W. Emerson, W.M. James, M. Ullmann, and L.H. Davis. Last night they reported a plan providing for the organization of a board of trade, to be composed of the mercantile firms of El Paso and to be directed by a board of seven directors, this board to elect from their own number a president and vice president and from the body of the whole board a secretary and treasurer. An election was held which resulted in the following board of directors: J. Julian, J. Schutz, S. Schutz, M. Ullmann, C.L. Pierce, Z.T. White, and C.R Morehead. This board then elected J. Julian president, C.R. Morehead vice-president, W.G. Walz secretary, and G.W. Emerson, treasurer. Messrs. L.H. Davis, M. Ullmann, and F.W. Merrick were appointed a committee to draft a constitution and by-laws and report at the next meeting, and a committee composed of Z.T. White, and C.L. Pierce was also instructed to memorialize the city council if at its meeting to-day, urging that no more franchises be granted to monopolies and that more especially no franchises be granted to what is known as the market house company. The board then adjourned to meet at the same place the evening of Friday, March 2nd. The following firms were enrolled as members of the board of trade: W.G. Walz, Lightbody and James, State National Bank, White Brothers and Davis, C.T. Jackson and Co. Stewart and Sutherland, Merrick Brothers, Newton and Andrews, I. Haas, White and Hardy, M. H. Dreyfus and Co., Emerson and Berrien, Joseph Schutz, J. Calisher, M Ullmann, P.E. Kern and Co,, Spring Brothers and Davidson, W.R. Hooper and Co., Rio Grande Pharmacy, Beneke and Pierce, S. Schutz and Brothers, Rothchild and Marcuse.

City Council Proceedings

After several hours spent by the fire department in testing the water pipes on Wednesday afternoon, the council met to consider the question of accepting the water works from the contractor.

A bill was then passed appropriating $80 for repairs on the building occupied by the fire department.

A communication from the chief of the fire department was presented, urging the necessity of employing some person to attend to the hose and reels and to see that the hydrants were kept clean and constantly in good order, and recommending that John Kierski be employed for that purpose at a salary of $50 per month.

A petition was presented in behalf of J.R. Dieter and F.P. Clarke, asking an appropriation of $50 per month to assist in sprinkling the streets, it being explained that a subscription of $250 per month had already been raised among the business men of the city. An ordinance was passed . . .

An ordinance was passed providing for the condemnation for public uses of the property of Augustin Marquez, which obstructs Oregon, First and Second streets. Also an ordinance providing for the opening of Stanton street from the Southern Pacific track to the river.
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Trade is picking up.

Tree planting is in order.

The cemetery scheme seems to have been buried.

When is the new four-story hotel to be commenced?

New business houses are opening almost every day.

The hose reels, buckets, etc., for the fire department have arrived.

Schutz’s new brick block on San Francisco street looms up magnificently.

A new dry goods store is being opened in Dr. Green’s brick block, on El Paso street.

The Coliseum theater is open on Tuesday and Saturday evenings each week.

The Presbyterian church of this city is taking active steps to complete its house of worship.

The fire department and the El Paso rifles, headed by the hand, will indulge in a street parade to-morrow, the 22d.

Dr. A.E. Rodgers has moved his office into the old custom house building on San Antonio street. Since his residence here Dr. Rodgers has proved himself a gentleman high up in his profession, and we are glad to note that his skill is so well appreciated as to win for him the position of city physician.

The Valley House, just refitted and opened by Mr. Kurtz and Mrs. Maxwell, in the old Doyle theatre building, is rapidly gaining a high place in public favor. The meals are, to our own knowledge, much superior to the average in this city, and the rooms are neat and comfortable. Strangers and residents should give it a call.

We were shown at the yard of the El Paso marble works, yesterday, several very handsome marble head stones, the work of the company, and saw the workmen engaged on others which were rapidly assuming shape and giving promise in their unfinished state of becoming “things of beauty.” This enterprise deserves success, and we believe it will win it.

An appropriation of $10 was then made to City Surveyor Savage for plat of Oregon street and its obstructions . . . .

Mr. Robert M. Ross, adjuster for the Austin, Tomlinson & Webster manufacturing company of Jackson Mich., was in the city last week with the purpose of establishing an agency for the company. He appointed to the position of agent for El Paso and Old Mexico, Mr. William B. Hamilton, the gentleman who as started the opposition transfer line in this city. The company makes the celebrated Jackson wagon, with truss rod and Whipple guide, attachment, and it is to be presumed that they will meet with encouraging success in supplying a wagon especially adapted to the wants of this section of country. Mr. Hamilton’s opposition transfer line has caused quite a stir in that branch of business, and if the style of vehicles that he is furnishing for carrying passengers is to be taken as a criterion, we are sure he will get his share of public patronage. They are splendid new closed carriages, with spanking teams that give to the city streets the appearance of putting on metropolitan airs.

NEW ADVENTURE—Go to the store, opposite the First National bank for every-thing in Imported Cigars, Fine Tobacco, and Groceries. Good treatment guaranteed. Remember the place—next door north of Markley’s Cash Store.

Mr. M.A. Kurtz, of the Fargo restaurant, has in company with Mrs. Maxwell, formerly of the Sumner House at Las Vegas, rented and fitted up the Valley House on East Overland street and is now prepared to accommodate Boarders and Lodgers at prices to suit the times. Kurtz still has charge of the Fargo, as well as the eating department of the Valley House. Mrs. Maxwell having charge of the lodging department of the latter. The house is the old Doyle theatre.
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The new brick cottages on Chihuahua street as much to the beauty of the west part of the city.

The ice factory in this city is doubling its capacity by the erection of another building the size of the one now occupied.

Mrs. Maxwell, of the Valley house, has disposed of her interest in that caravansary and gone to Sierra Blanca, where she takes charge of the railroad eating house.

We desire to call attention to the fact that the big Indian head in Ed Kohner’s new advertisement is not a photograph of Mr. Kohner. His friends say it doesn’t resemble him in the least.

El Paso, Tex., which is the half way house of the great southern system of railroads connecting the Pacific coast with the southern seaboard, is 1,163 miles from New Orleans, 1,286 from San Francisco and 1,850 from the city of Mexico.

Persons wishing to patronize the new transfer company will note that the Company uses only close carriages and the monogram W.H. is to be found on the doors thereof, while on the door of the company’s omnibus is the name of Mr. Hamilton, the proprietor, and the letter “H” displayed on the harness of the teams.

Capt. A.M. Conner, of the Southern hotel, Silver City, has been in El Paso for some days past and we understand there is some probability of his taking a lease upon the Pierson house. If he does, we can vouch for it that the house will be kept in a style commensurate with the demands of the city. As a host and caterer he has no superior in New Mexico.

The butchers of this city have put up the price of beef so high that one of the leading restaurants is now purchasing its beef on the other side of the river. The proprietor claims that he gets just as good beef and saves money, even though paying the duty. If this be true, the butchers on this side are certainly not pursuing a very far sighted policy in running up their prices.

This evening a new play is put on the boards at the Coliseum entitled “Married Rake,” after which the entertaining little drama of “Grit and Pluck” will be presented by special request. The Coliseum is getting to be a very popular resort and Mr. Collins’ efforts to give to our people respectable entertainments are being appreciated, as the large houses he continues to draw testify.

There is much complaint in that city in consequence of the delay in opening the postoffice in the morning. The advertised time for opening the general delivery is 7½ o’clock but it is rarely opened before nine. All the mails except the Santa Fe arrive in the night, and, in order to accommodate the public by having the office opened promptly at the time advertised, it will be only necessary for the clerks to get up a little earlier. We trust this gentle hint will be heeded.

The ladies of the M.E. church, south, will give a concert on Tuesday, March 6th, for the benefit of the Sunday school. The best voices in the city have been secured and the concert promises to be a great success. The singers are the members of the church choir, assisted by Mrs. Dubell and Miss Cora Hogan. The Sunday school children will also take part and present some favorite recitations. The object of the entertainment is a laudable one, and it is to be hoped that the ladies will be well patronized and amply repaid for their labor.

Washington’s birthday was celebrated in this city by a firemen’s parade through the principal streets, headed by the El Paso silver coronet band. The boys were all dressed in their new uniforms and their hose carts and hook and ladder carriage were gaily docked and festooned. The procession made a credible appearance and showed a proficiency in drill that is rarely attained by any except old companies, as they marched to the enlivening music discoursed by the band. After the parade they drew up in the big plaza and had their picture taken in front of the Central hotel.

Dr. Rodgers, city physician, informs us that there is but one smallpox patient in the city hospital at present and that he does not know of another case of the disease in the city. The hospital will be closed as soon as this last patient is discharged, and an official report of the ravages of the disease in this city will be presented to the city council. There was never, at any time during the prevalence of the disease in our city, any such epidemic as was reported throughout the country. In fact, El Paso has suffered much less from this dread scourge than either Las Vegas, Santa Fe, Albuquerque, or any other of the cities to the north of us, as is proven by the fact that the maximum number of cases at any time never passed 23, and the mortality was very light.

Chief among the attractions of the firemen’s procession, last Thursday, was the flag of the old Republic of Texas, carried by Capt. Williamson’s hose company, No. 1. The flag is the property of the El Paso Rifles. It was presented to the “Stonewall Greys” of Dallas, by the ladies of that city in 1876 and cost over $300. It is a beautiful banner 3½ x 8 feet, made of strong heavy silk and composed of two, stripes, red and white, and a blue bar across the left end, upon which floats a large silver star, emblematic of the old Texas Republic. It is fringed all around with rich gold cord, and mounted on a black staff carrying the cross of St. Andrews and a battle axe. The flag came into the possession of the El Paso Rifles through the munificence of Frank Beaumont, a former member of the Stonewall Greys, to whom the precious memento fell when that company disbanded. Some would-be patriots here, whose ignorance is more conspicuous than their knowledge of history, tried to get up a sensation by starting a report that this was a rebel flag, but there are too man men in this country who remember the details of the battles of the Alamo and San Jacinto to heed such silly stories founded upon the ignorance of persons who have barely escaped the clutches of the fool-killer.
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The river is rising

The El Paso Rifles will meet Thursday night at the armory.

Mr. W.A. Irwin is starting a menagerie. He already has two baby alligators and a Mexican canary.

If you have a headache, go to George Ashbridge’s Fashion, barber shop and get one of those medicated sea foam shampoos.

Capt. A.M. Conner, of the Southern hotel in Silver City, this morning concluded the negotiations for the lease of the Pierson house in this city, and will at once proceed to the east to buy furniture, etc.

The school trustees have been hard at work and finally completed an entirely new assessment roll of the city for school purposes. They are negotiating for the purchase of six building lots, east of the Presbyterian church for $3,000. The property is 120 x 156 feet.

A few persons who have as little knowledge of good breeding as they have regard for the feelings of ladies, have been in the habit of smoking in the theater during the performances. We trust the manager will exercise his authority in this matter and teach such fellows a little common decency.

The bridge across the gutter at the intersection of West Overland and El Paso streets is neither useful nor ornamental and should be removed. By sloping down the sides of the gutter a much better channel will be provided for the water without obstructing the street and rendering travel across the bridge at night dangerous.

The card of Mrs. Clayton, who has just opened a hair store on San Antonio street, appears in this issue. This is a new branch of business and the only thing of the kind in this section. Ladies should make a note of this and remember that they can now get their own or anybody else’s hair “fixed up” in any style, without sending east.

Miss Lois Clark, the popular actress at the Coliseum theatre, will be tendered a benefit some time during the coming week. She has succeeded in establishing quite a reputation during her engagement here; which however, only serves to con-firm the reputation she acquired while a member of the Nellie Boyd troupe. It is to be hoped the good people of El Paso will turn out and give he a reception commensurate with her merits.

The Times will to-morrow appear as a morning daily, with the associated press dispatches. We understand there will be a new management and that Parson Tays will drop out of the sanctum altogether as soon as the new man gets properly initiated. This new man is Richard J. Hinton, who comes to El Paso with the prestige of having been Washington correspondent of several prominent eastern dailies. Hal Wagner will continue as local editor. The proprietors of the Times have money enough to make a good paper, if they want to; but if we are not mistaken, they will soon tire of the drain up their purses. The time has not yet arrived when a first-class daily will pay in this city, or we should have occupied the field ourselves. It is to be hoped that under its new management the Times may at least deserve a greater degree of success than under the old regime whether it secures it or not; for certainly El Paso has been sorely afflicted with its dailies thus far, as the have been a credit to neither their managers not the community upon which they have been inflicted.

Council Proceedings

The council on Saturday appropriated $75 for building a bridge on San Antonio street at the intersection of Olive; referred the position of the board of trade on the water question to a special committee consisting of Aldermen Flood, Blacker and Hague; referred to the finance committee a proposition to appropriate $800 for a new map of the city; also to the same committee the petition of C.C. Keifer to refund to him $11 tax improperly accessed against him; received a petition from a milk man asking the taxing of foot peddlers of milk, but failed to grant it; received a communication from Maj. Fletcher, commanding Fort Bliss, regarding right of way for road from the fort to the plaza, and appointed Aldermen Blacker and Keating a committee to confer with property owners along the line of the proposed road. 
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A number of very fine residences are being erected in Magoffin’s addition.

The new customs house on the other side of the river is to be commenced soon.

Plans for the new Central hotel are being examined by contractors, preparatory to bids for work on the same.

The street sprinkler is doing noble work. 

Messrs. Disman & Co. are opening a large clothing and furnishing goods establishment on El Paso street, in the old building formerly occupied by the Sprinz Brothers & Davidson.

WANTED—By a China man, a situation as cook. If after fair trial, he does not give satisfaction, he will make no charge. Apply to San Goon, Chinese Traveler’s Hotel, new building, Texas street.
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The band discoursed some excellent music on the streets yesterday.

The dedicatory ceremonies of the new Presbyterian church take place next Sunday.

The fire department is having its headquarters handsomely ornamented with a sign.

The concert at the M.E. church, last night, is reported to have been a grand success.

A beer hall is being opened up in the old Globe restaurant building, on East Over-land street.

Probably the finest depot building in the southwest is that belonging to the Mexican Central railway in Paso del Norte.

A two-story house is to be erected on the site of the old adobe building just north of Dunne’s restaurant. The old walls are being torn down now.

The new Organ restaurant is deserving of especial praise. The house is a recent addition to the city and is by all odds one of the best places at which to get a square meal in El Paso.

The El Paso rifles will celebrate the anniversary of the battle of San Jacinto.

Public school opened Tuesday with an attendance of 52 scholars Only one teacher has been employed as far nut it is expected that the enrollment will be increased in a few weeks so that the employment of an assistant will be necessary.

Hon. E.R. Washborne has returned to the city and will sojourn here for some time. He is here in search of health, believing this is the best climate in the world in which to cure bronchial affections. He has rented rooms in the customs house.

Mr. Collins talks of a benefit at the Coliseum next Saturday night. If it comes off the house ought to be crowded, for that gentleman and his wife and daughter are all desiring well of this community. They have labored hard to give the people here legitimate amusement.

Fred Borradaile has a piece of what looks to be a portion of a tusk of some gigantic animal. It was dug out of the ground by the workmen excavating for Schutz’ new building on San Francisco street. It evidently belonged to some pre-historic animal and from appearance the entire tusk, or bone, was five or six feet long.

The benefit given to the El Paso cornet band at the Coliseum was an immense success. A large audience greeted the play which was admirably rendered by the Collins troupe. Mr. and Mrs. Collins and in fact the entire support were at their best and how well they succeeded in pleasing was manifest in the enthusiastic manner they were greeted. We have not learned how much the band realized in the way of dollars and cents but it certainly was a very handsome sum.

CAPT. VAN PATTEN
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The river is on the rise.

Several new brick yards are starting up.

There is no abatement of the building boom.

Oregon street, south of West Overland ought to be graded.

People should be careful to lock their doors these dark nights.

The Globe saloon opens to-night in the old Globe restaurant building.

The walls of Dr. Nichols’ drug store, near the custom house, are completed.

Messrs C.T. Jackson & Co. have bought out the lumber yard near the Pacific depot.

Mr. Carter is adding the finishing touches to the inside of his new hotel, the Windsor house.

The big plaza near the Pacific depot is submerged. It ought to be drained immediately.

The patronage of the new Organ restaurant, opposite Merrick Brothers’, is increasing rapidly.

The starting and landing of Chihuahua trains at the Santa Fe depot in this city are greatly appreciated by the traveling public.

Carl Gothe de Grote, civil engineer and architect, has opened his office in the next room to the fire department, on East Overland street.

At its next meeting the city council ought to pass an ordinance to disperse the darkness o’nights, by causing street lamps to be erected.

Persons living or doing business in mud-roofed houses were not favorably impressed with their power to shed rains, during the late wet weather.

The Presbyterian church of this city will be dedicated to-morrow at 11 o’clock a.m. Rev. Henry S. Little, state superintendent, will preach both morning and evening. The congregations of the other churches of the city will be present at the morning service.

A large foundry and machine shop capable of undertaking railroad and other big contracts for heavy work, on El Paso, is but only talked of, but is almost settled fact. A few such establishments as this will soon take from that city the reputation of being sustained by wind—Las Cruces Republican.
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The Valley house has closed.

Bassett’s new building on El Paso street moves towards completion very slowly.

Messrs. Kern & Co. are adding to the improvement of the city by erecting a brand new building on building on Chihuahua street.

We have heard nothing more in regard to the establishment of that Catholic school in the city. Was the matter all talk?

The Peralta opera troupe is playing an engagement in Paso del Norte. Monday night was the opening performance and was the occasion of the assembling of a large and select audience. The engagement will last during the entire week.

The Collins troupe will play one or two nights at Fort Bliss some time next week by special invitation, and persons from the city will have a splendid opportunity to visit the fort by moonlight and also witness a good theatrical performance. Due notice of the time will be given.

George Lake is putting up entire new walls upon the lot now occupied by the Cobweb saloon on El Paso street and extending them to a depth of 65 feet. They will only be built one story for the present, but of sufficient strength to add on to them a second and third story when necessary.

We understand that Division Sup’t Campbell, of the S.P. railroad, has received instructions from the company to prepare immediately for the erection of twelve additional stalls to the round house in this city. This is ominous of some important railroad work that will redound to the welfare of El Paso.

The Pacific Express company has fitted up an office in the old Globe building on East Overland street, which will be opened for business in a few days. The company will run on the line of the T. & P. and all the roads controlled by the Gould syndicate. This will be of great advantage to this city, as the company is a competing one and will be likely to reduce rates upon express matter going to and coming from the east.

The street railroad has started a very sharp practice as well as it is contemptible. The inaugurated it on the first night of the opera on the other side and will probably keep it up until the season there closes. It is to charge persons returning on their line double price after the close of the performances. We suspect they will make quite enough out of the dodge to pay for hauling off a dead mule, but in the sweet bye and bye they may expect to lose, as we heard a number of indignant passengers say they would not in the future patronize a concern that would practice such picayunish tricks.

Captain A.M. Conner has leased the new Pierson house at El Paso for the period of five years, and will soon take his departure from Silver City.  The Pierson is a magnificent structure, three stories high built of brick and contains a large number of rooms. Captain Connor is the prince of hotel men and under his management the Pierson will be the leading hotel of that section of the country. Mr. Connor leaves Silver City with feelings of regret, and would not leave at all could he make satisfactory arrangements for the property he now occupies. The captain and Mrs. Connor have many friends here and express their best wishes for their future.—Silver City Enterprise.

Last night the citizens of El Paso and Paso del Norte were treated with the celebrated Italian opera, Lucia de Lammermoor, the renowned Mexican artist Angela Peralta taking the leading part. To say that the piece was well executed would be giving but feeble praise to the play, as it was undoubtedly the most accomplished performance ever given in the southwest. The house was crowded with an appreciative audience, numbering perhaps six hundred persons. The great prima donna was well supported by the entire company. Her voice is sweet and highly cultivated and her personations are faultless, showing she is no mean rival of her sisters across the waters, Patti and Nilsson. To-night the opera of Norma will be presented, which, we understand, will be her last appearance here.

An order was received last Monday from Adjutant General King disbanding the El Paso rifles and instructions to turn over their guns and accoutrement belonging to the state to Col. Baylor, of the state rangers. . . . they met on Monday night and reorganized under the name of El Paso Light Guards . . . . 
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Wonder if the car drivers get paid double wages for driving at night.

The Collins troupe will play at Ft. Bliss to-night, presenting a varied programme of light drama and comedy.

Wonder if the omnibus ought not to charge a dollar for carrying passengers to and from the depots after night!

The next time the street railroad company appears as a beggar before the city council, will it have the cheek to pose in the attitude of a public benefactor?

Messrs. B. Schuster & Co. are having plans for an elegant two story brick to be erected on the corner of the little plaza on the site where now stands Dr. Niccolls’ Drug store. The building is to be 81x100. Mr. Krause is the architect.

Where is the vaunted “public spirit” of the street railroad company? and what claim has that institution to be considered as anything else than a selfish grasping corporation which, while claiming to be a public benefactor, is only intend upon getting all it can out of the public and giving therefore as slight a return as possible?

It is suggested that probably the city council has the power to regulate the price of fare on street railroads. If so, it should stop the petty extortion practiced by charging double fare across the river after night. This is about the smallest thing we have seen in El Paso and ought to be entirely beneath the dignity of any corporation. It would look better to charge 20 cents all the time.

The Daily Times appears now as a seven-column paper and presents a very creditable appearance. The press report is pretty full; but a comparison of the reading and advertising columns shows that the proprietors are spending more money on the paper than their patrons are returning them in the way of patronage. If the principal proprietor succeeds in his game of gobbling the school lands, he may be able to stand the drain upon his purse for several months longer. The typographical appearance of the paper shows the want of a new press or a new pressman.

Last night Peralta appeared in the opera of Lucrecia Borgia, in old town, to a select and very appreciative house. Her engagement here has fully sustained the reputation she has already won, and, if anything, added merit to it.  Peralta is a Mexican by birth, and Mexicans cannot help but feel a thrill of pride when they see their country woman standing as the peer of the best singers on both continents. The company, we understand, goes next week to Chihuahua.

There is considerable complaint among that enterprising portion of the inhabitants of this town who are trying to beautify their homes by planting trees and shrubbery around them. Burros, goats and cows are allowed to run loose in the streets, and all show a particular fondness for the tender bark and shoots of young trees and anything else green at this season of the year. If there is an ordinance to prevent the roaming around of domestic animals to the damage and discomfort of the people, it should be enforced. If not, then the council should pass such an ordinance at once.
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El Paso ought to have a public library.

The Peralta troupe has gone to Chihuahua.

The furniture for the Pierson hotel will arrive next week.

Paso del Norte newspaper, El Progresista has suspended.

The New Mexico ice company has a well-filled ice house near the Santa Fe shops.

The firm of Robbins & Russell furniture dealers of this city has been dissolved. Mr. Robbins retiring. The business is now conducted by Strieby & Russell.

A gentleman from Newton, Kansas is in the city and will go into the manufacture of galvanized iron cornices. He is already engaged to supply a number of buildings.

The completion of the road between this city and Fort Bliss has been commenced. It passes over the hill east of the mesa gardens and, when completed, will become no doubt a very popular drive.

Monday night the fire department was out drilling. Hook and Ladder company No. 1 made the distance from its headquarters to the Pierson hotel was already for work, in less than two minutes.

A party of engineers arrived in the city last Monday to make the preliminary survey of the El Paso and White Oaks railroad. The party members announced yesterday that first grade stakes were placed near the S.P. round house.
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Can’t we have a public Library?

Dr. Carter has sent east for the furniture for the Windsor hotel which he proposes to open for the reception of guests, the latter part of next week.

Magoffin’s addition has some very beautiful residences . . . 

There being now no longer any use for the small pox hospital we understand the owners of the ground upon which it stands will demolish the building as it was injuring the sale of their town lots.

Richard L Mayer who is to occupy one of the store rooms of Dr. Bartlett’s new brick block on El Paso street, has just returned from the east, where he purchased his stock. He will have a grand opening in about a week.

The work of razing the old adobe building directly east of the Central hotel commenced yesterday. These old walls have not been very ornamental to our city. They have served rather to impress strangers coming in on the Pacific roads with the idea that this old slow-coach town devoid of architectural beauty and of little importance. A fine three-story addition to the Central is to be erected on the place.

The El Paso Light Guards, the new military company in this city promises to be one of the finest companies in the state.
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Mr. Richard J. Hinton has taken editorial charge of the Times.

The roof is being put upon Mr. Schutz’ new two-story block on San Francisco street.

There is greater activity in building in El Paso, just now, than perhaps any other town in the southwest.

A number of very handsome residences are under course of construction in the Satterthwaite addition to the city.

The water in the stove pipes seems disposed to return to “first principles,” as it is latterly again tasting strongly of asphaltum.

The heavy iron front for Bassett’s new building, on El Paso street, has been put in place and the masons are pushing the walls upwards.

In order to give them more room, the Merrick brothers have moved their tailoring department into the building next door to the LONE STAR office.

The furniture for the new Pierson hotel is on the road from the east and is expected to arrive here some time this week. The kitchen range has been received and put in place. That alone cost $600 and is one of the largest and finest in the southwest.

On Sunday last there were distributed among the owners of vineyards in Paso del Norte 140,000 grape vine cuttings of ten different varieties of grapes. They were brought from California by order of the Mexican government and distributed gratuitiously, for the purpose of encouraging the grape industry in this section of country.

On Sunday last, several of the gentlemen of this city hired carriages and proceeded to cross the river with their families to witness the bull fights, in some instances taking a driver and in others driving themselves. On desiring to return, the carriages were stopped by the authorities of Paso del Norte and the persons in them informed that they could return to this side except upon payment of a livery license. After considerable delay, the proprietors of the two transfer company carriages arranged matters with the authorities so that the carriages might come home, agreeing to make a satisfactory settlement of the license. The authorities now demand $5 license for each carriage kept by a livery stable on this side of the river and allowed to cross into the town, without regard to whether driven by the person who hires it or by a hired driver. A license of $5 for each hack or carriage carrying passengers for a fare has all along been exacted and cheerfully paid, but our livery men very seriously object to paying this last imposition.

Council Proceedings

Dr. Rodgers, city physician, submitted his report, the same as was published in THE LONE STAR of last Saturday, adding thereto a recommendation that the city look after the safekeeping of the property in the hospital and also take some action to enforce proper sanitary measures; whereupon the mayor, by order of the council, appointed a committee to look after these matters.

Mr. Satterthwaite street commissioner, in pursuance of an ordinance passed last February, presented plans and estimates for fencing and decorating the plaza, and upon recommendation an order was made to draw a warrant of $600 in favor of Mr. Satterthwait, payable six months after the 6th of February last, to be used in payment of said improvements.

The proposition of Carl de Grote to furnish a new and revised map of the city was taken up, and after some discussion the gentleman was given till Monday to perfect his proposition.
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The scissor sharpener, with his lathe and bell is one of El Paso’s latest metropolitan airs.

A great many handsome improvements are being added this spring to the grounds at Fort Bliss.

Water pipes are being laid along West Overland street in the direction of the Santa Fe round house.

Dr. Niccolls was yesterday moving his stock of drugs into his new brick store near the custom house. He was one of the finest storerooms in the city.

The stereopticon at the M.E. church, Thursday night, failed to exhibit owing to the fact that City Clerk Kahn insisted on the payment of a license.

The man without a conscience lives in El Paso and rents houses. If the buildings were as high as the rent asked for them they would tower above the clouds.

The debris caused by the demolition of the old adobe buildings east of the Central hotel is being dumped, in the big plaza, for the purpose of raising the grade.

Vanstan’s Cobweb saloon will be located in the north room of the new building on El Paso street next to White & Hardy’s. He proposes to fit it up in metropolitan style. It will be open about next Tuesday.

The old adobe buildings at the head of El Paso street where the Metropolitan beer hall use to be is under going demolition. As soon as that work is completed, B. Schuster will commence the erection of a handsome 2-story fireproof structure on the property.

Messrs. Hills, Hague, Catron and Fewell will in a few days begin the erection of a block of four two-story brick business houses on El Paso street opposite the Windsor hotel. The store will be 100 feet deep and the block will cost between $20,000 and $25,000.
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Carl de Grote has been made city surveyor.

The Schutz building looms up commandingly.

The street sprinkler is the most popular institution in the city.

The walls of Bassett’s new block are up to the second story.

N.S. Newland has sold the Acme saloon . . . 

White & Hardy are getting ready to build a two-story business house.

Richard L. Meyer will occupy the new store room next door to the Cobweb saloon.

Messrs. Ketelsen & Degetau are about to erect a large store house and ware room in Chihuahua.

Dr. Alexander in Paso del Norte, has 35,000 grapevines under wire fence in one enclosure.

The Baptists of the city have commenced the erection of a church edifice in the western part of town.

The alley north of THE LONE STAR office is being graded up level with the adjoining grounds, a much needed improvement.

Superintendent Campbell of the Southern Pacific road will in a few days commence a ten thousand dollar residence in the eastern part of the city.

Messrs. Rothschild & Mancuse have purchased the building they are occupying on the corner of El Paso and West Overland streets from S.W. Boring, for $6,000.

Kohlberg Bros’ big sign at the corner of the plaza, is the admiration of all beholders. It represents a sloop anchored off the coast and loading with tobacco from the Kohlberg plantation.

The establishment of a public library is the city would do more towards advancing society in the scale of morality than a dozen high-licensed saloons, and would in a sort time become a more popular resort.

The Progresista will be revived about the 15th inst. with E. Medina as editor and proprietor. It will be issued semi-weekly and will contain an English department under the management of S.M. Helderness.

The mistletoe that grows so profusely upon the large cottonwood trees in the city ought to be stripped off, else in a few year it will effectually destroy the life of the trees it is a parasite that it is sucking away their very life blood.

The constant wetting of El Paso street is making that thoroughfare as hard as if it were macadamized. There are a few sunken places that should be filled up and when this is done we will have as fine a street as any city in this country.

Feiry Brothers’ Delmonico restaurant has closed. The proprietors inform us that it is simply because their lease has expired and they cannot find another suitable location in the city. Unless they succeed in finding any in the next few days, they will remove to Dallas.

The A.T.& S.F. company and the Mexican Central railway have commenced the erection of a $20,000 hotel and eating house near the Santa Fe depot. The building will include baggage rooms, customs inspector’s office, etc. The building will be pushed to completion as speedily as workmen can do it.

The Alamo saloon looms up with a fine advertisement on the page. N.S. Newland having sold the Acme, has moved into the Alamo, and says he intends to make it the fashionable resort of the city.

Mr. Watts ought to clarify the water he furnishes the city through his stovepipes. It is very roily and the first thing he knows his sheet iron mains will be filled with noisome mud and sand that might endanger the health of his patrons. The water ought to be filtered before it is let into the city.

Dr. Alexander’s advertisement of Pure Native Wine, which appears in this issue, is an indication that the grand resource of this valley, viz., the cultivation of the grape and the manufacture of wine, is to have that attention bestowed upon it that its importance demands.

Mr. W.T. Thornton of the law firm of Catron & Thornton, Santa Fe, has been in the city for the past few days, arranging for the suit he is to bring for Rafael Ruelas, of Mesilla, against Mayor Magoffin and other property holders in the eastern part of the city. The Ruelas grant to which we called attention in these columns two months ago consists of a tract of land 1,100 varas in length by 552 varas in width, beginning a short distance east of Mayor Magoffin’s house and extended west a distance of 552 varas, and in a north and south direction running from the foot hills to the river. There are 106 acres embraced in the track claimed. The property according to Mr. Thornton, is a part of the original grant made in the year 1832 by the Mexican government to the city of Paso del Norte. The original grant was in 1847, by the city authorities, apportioned out among the citizens and this tract of 106 acres fell to the lot of Rafael Ruelas, then a resident of Paso del Norte, and a Mexican citizen. The papers are all regular and the originals can be seen by any one among the records in Paso del Norte. Ruelas built a home upon this land and lived in it for years. The foundation of this house is still to be seen a short distance north of the Magoffin house. When Ruelas removed with his family to New Mexico he left this property and the papers pertaining thereto in the hands of Geo. Lyle, an American who was related to his family by marriage. Lyle never lived on the property but looked after it until he too moved away since which time the house has tumbled down and everybody seems to have almost forgotten that Ruelas ever had a claim. This is the story as related to us by Thornton. He admits that Mayor Magoffin has a valid claim to that portion of the tract which he has actually occupied and improved, but by far the greater portion has never been enclosed or improved in any manner and the title of Ruelas to this portion will, he says, hold good.

TO LEASE

The Mesa Garden, El Paso

Situated on the heights overlooking the town and convenient to the center of the city, it presents a finer view than any similar resort in the state. Ball room 44x22 feet, dining room, kitchen, and bed rooms. The pavilion, adjoining has large bar and ice house attached. This is the only summer garden about El Paso and was a great success last season. It has been enlarged and improved since. Apply to J. Fisher Satterthwaite.
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Dr. Carter has added a dining room to the Windsor hotel.

The New Mexico Lumber association is putting up a planing mill and sash factory near the Santa Fe depot.

Bennie Braham has sold his interest in the El Paso Marble Works to S.C. Fornandies. The new firm is R.B. Brookshire & Co.

A libel suit against a newspaper publisher not a thousand miles from El Paso, is one of the promised sensations of the next few weeks.

Dr. Alexander goes east to-night to buy the machinery and appliances for a fruit and vegetable canning establishment at his place in Paso del Norte.

We were misinformed in regard to the large hotel having been commenced at the Santa Fe depot. Work has not yet begun, but probably will be during the month.

Gregory & Moore, the new proprietors of the Acme saloon, invite the patronage of the readers of THE LONE STAR, as did their predecessor, Mr. Newland.

The adobes from the old houses that are being torn down will form a first rate foundation on the streets for the gravel to rest upon, but will make the worst kind of mud if not properly covered with gravel.

The Cobweb saloon has been transformed into the Bank Exchange. Vanstan, the proprietor, has fitted up the place handsomely and says he has the finest brands of liquors in the city.

The city is progressing finely. Business is improving, houses are going up on all sides, and people are coming in to occupy them. The small pox scare has passed away and there appears nothing now to hinder El Paso from marching on to a population of six thousand souls in the next twelve months.

Geo. Bartholomael, agent for G.W. Gail and Ax, of Baltimore, has for some days past been posting the fences, walls, and telegraph poles with advertisements of “Little Joker” smoking tobacco. John Kierski has handled the past pot and brush, while George has chaperoned him around with the stationery.

A new rule has been adopted by the board of directors of the Cactus club, which meets with the disapproved of a very considerable number, if not a majority, of the members. It is to the effect that members shall not bring to the club rooms more than once a month residents who are not members.

The attention of the police authorities is called to the mud hole at the corner of El Paso and West Overland streets. It is a nuisance and ought to be abated. If Mr. Watts’ stove pipes cannot be removed in any other way, a complaint properly filed against the owner for maintaining a nuisance ought to reach the case.

The trouble between the livery men of this city and the municipal authorities of Paso del Norte has been settled by the imposition upon the former of a sum in gross, amounting to about 50 cents for each vehicle in their stables, as a license fee entitling their teams to cross over to old town. This is liberal compared with the first proposition which was to charge $5 for each vehicle and even to tax the saddle horses. After a few years’ intercourse with Americans and the imbibing of correct business ideas, such little annoying barriers to free commerce between the two republics will, we hope, be removed.

The firm of Disman & Co. yesterday placed in a show case in front of their clothing store a large glass globe of a capacity of three or four gallons and filled it half full of beans of all sizes. On the jar is a placard with this inscription: “Open of 30 days! The person guessing nearest to the number of beans in this jar will be entitled to a $25 suit of clothes. Come in and register. No charge.” Already the guesses range from 4,000 to 100,000 and the supply of beans for sale in the neighboring stores is likely to be exhausted long before the expiration of the 30 days, by parties purchasing a pint or a quart for the purpose of counting them and thus estimating the number in the jar.

Since last issue we have learned that Rafael Ruelas is not the only claimant to land embraced in the El Paso town site. There are a number of persons in Old Town who have claim of the same nature as that of Ruelas; and learning that Dr. Alexander had acquired title to several of these claims, we called upon him to ascertain the facts. He showed us old original Mexican grant documents bearing upon their faces every sign of authenticity, including the royal stamped paper of Ferdinand VII, certificates of the prefect and alcaldes and deed duly certified by the signature of the American consul. One of the doctor’s documents calls for a caballeria of land (equal to 33½ acres) and another for a sitio de ganado mayor (equal to the enormous tract 4,428 acres).

These are his principal claims, though he has several others of less value. He explains that these grants were made contemporaneously with that of Ponce de Leon and the titles to them as well as that to the Ruelas grant, rest upon the same foundation as that of Ponce de Leon. The location of these tracts will of course have to be settled by survey according to the terms of the grants; but the doctor claims that his smaller tract is located about where the Santa Fe depot stands and the other extends from about the Central hotel south to San Antonio street and thence east down to about the Ruelas tract and north back toward the mountain a distance of several thousand yards. If these grants can be proven up they will make the doctor by far the wealthiest man in this part of Texas, while at the same time knowing the underpinning from beneath the fortunes of more than one El Paso capitalist. The doctor informs us he has employed some of the best legal talent in the United States and that he has not a shadow of a doubt that he will be able to establish his claims. He further states that, in case he succeeds in doing this, he proposes to deal most liberally with those who up to this time have in good faith bought property within his boundaries; that in each ward he will set aside ample lots for public schools; and that he will put prices of property down to such a figure as to insure a population of 25,000 people in this city five years hence. This is all very well, and we give the doctor due credit for the spirit of liberality that these offers indicate; but it appears to us that, even if his titles are as good as they appear and as he thinks they are. it may be much longer than five years before those who now hold the property will allow him to gain possession of it, if they ever do.

New Store

W.M. Taylor has moved into the place formerly occupied by the Delmonico Restaurant. He keeps a full line of Fruits, Vegetables, Canned Goods etc. Prices reasonable.
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Gen. Albert Pike is in the city and is organizing a Consistory lodge of Thirty-second Degree masons.

Shades of Horace Greeley have turned green with envy at the advance in journalism that has recently developed in El Paso.

As proof of the wealth hidden in the sandy loam of the Rio Grande, it is sufficient to state that Dr. Alexander is selling wine daily by the barrel at $2 per gallon, and his fine four-year-old wine in bottles finds a ready sale at $1 a bottle.

W.T. Thornton, one of the Attorneys for Rafael Ruelas in the matter of the grant claimed by him in this city, says he and his associates were aware of the existence of the claims now held by Dr. Alexander and were themselves trying to get hold of them. He thinks these claims ought not and will not cause any permanent damage to the city.

Coffin & Scoten are “not dead, but sleeping.”  Their great big double column advertisement is crowded out of this issue, but they are still to be found at the old stand in the Overland building. El Paso street, where their warerooms are crowded to the ceiling with flour and canned goods and their yards filled with forage and grain. They carry an immense stock and are bound to get off with a large part of the trade.

Important to Property Holders

   El Paso, Texas, April 9, 1883

Dr. E. Alexander

Paso del Norte, Mexico

SIR:

The readers of THE LONE STAR and the citizens of El Paso in general was intensely interested in the question of titles to the property within the limits of this city, and considerable apprehension is felt among all classes that the result of the steps you are taking to establish your claim to a very large part of this property will be to unsettle business and drive people from the city. Will you be kind enough to furnish me for publication over your own signature some kind of statement regarding the course you intend to pursue with the present occupants of the land and such information as you may see fit to make public regarding the exact boundaries of your claims and the titles by which you hold them.  You must see that admitting your claim to be a valid one. You are yourself interested than anyone else in the welfare of the city and in quieting any apprehension that might result disastrously to the city’s progress

 Very Truly Yours,

S.H. Newman.

   Paso del Norte, Mexico

April 9, 1883

Mr. S.H. Newman

MY DEAR SIR

Your favor of this date is received. I am this evening going to start out with the intention to consult my attorney on the matter which you refer to, and have only time to say that I reiterate what I told you before and will stand by what you published in THE LONE STAR last Saturday. That is today, I do not propose to hurt El Paso, but to do all I can for its good. In the first place I shall under every circumstance consider the property of which I am agent in your city as a sacred charge which will be held inviolable for the benefit of the gentleman who placed it in my charge. Secondly, I shall respect the titles of those persons who have bought in good faith in the past two or three years and do not wish to dispossess them; but I shall certainly claim every inch of land within my boundaries that has not changed ownership in that time. I shall devote ample lots in every ward to the public schools of the city and make such a free gift. And as soon as I am placed in actual possession of whatever the courts may decide belongs to me, I shall reduce the price of lots so as to enable every poor man to buy lots and build a homestead. I do not doubt that this policy will be sufficient to increase the population of the city to many times what it is now in the next five years. You are right that I am more interested than anybody else in the prosperity of El Paso, and I have no doubt but my friends and acquaintances who have known me in this city and in El Paso for the past nine years will believe me when I tell them what I here tell you for I have yet to find the first man who has ever told me I charged him too much for my services since I have lived here.  I consider my titles good or else I would never have bought them, and I am not trying simply to unsettle titles so that real estate owners will buy me off. My rights established, there will be no longer any difficulty in conveying titles to the property, for mine will extinguish all others; and from that time forth every man will know just exactly what he buys.

Believe me to be

Yours Very Truly

Dr. E. Alexander.
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The high wind yesterday blew down signs all over the city.

Mayor Magoffin says he does not feel at all uneasy about the Ruelas grant matter, as he considers the claim without merit.

Mayor Magoffin has returned, he and Mrs. Magoffin having had a splendid trip to St. Louis, Chicago, Louisville and other eastern cities.

Capt. Connor has failed to sell his Southern hotel in Silver City, which precludes his opening the Pierson house in this city. The latter is now looking for a tenant.

We are reliably informed that an injunction will be served upon the city fathers if they attempt to pay out a dollar of the city funds for the purpose of buying the property which stands in the way of opening up El Paso street from San Francisco to Main.

Mr. Newman went up to Las Cruces yesterday afternoon and was frightened out of his appetite in arriving at the depot again this morning and being informed that THE LONE STAR office had been burned during his absence. That was a cruel, cruel joke, and the way it made him make tracks for Overland street was a caution.

El Paso in Flames

About 2 o’clock this morning a fire broke out in some rubbish in the rear of Williamson’s drug store and Kern’s jewelry store on El Paso street, and, owing to the high wind, in less than two hours completely destroyed the Senate saloon, P.E. Kern & Co.’s jewelry store, L.H. L. Williamson’s drug store, Kaplan & Co., fancy goods store, and Disman & Co.’s clothing story. Dunne’s restaurant, ad-joining Disman & Co., suffered somewhat by the burning of his glass front and the destroying of a show case filled with cigars. The two-story Davis building, adjoining the Senate and overlooking it, suffered considerable damage, two of the upstairs rooms being entirely gutted and the cornice and front porch being slightly damaged. The flames were so hot and the wind blowing so strong from the west that the fronts of the Irvin & Co.’s drug store and the Acme saloon on the east side of El Paso street, caught and were with difficulty extinguished and not until the glass had been all broken and goods in the show window of the drug store damaged. The losses were heavy for the five firms burned out, none of whom save Kern & Co. saved anything. The wonder is that the whole central portion of the city was not destroyed, as the wind was blowing a regular gale. There are some suspicions that the fire was the work of an incendiary, but this is simply conjecture. Every one speaks in terms of the highest praise of the efforts of the firemen to save the property threatened and it is universally acknowledged that, but for their courage and untiring labor, a hundred thousand dollars more in property would have been destroyed. In the high wind no alarm was heard and many of the firemen did not know of the fire until after it was over but the few who were present, without exception, did manly service and proved beyond a doubt the efficiency of their organization. The water works came into good play and furnished the firemen with means of preventing the further spread of the flames.

LABOR VERSUS CAPITAL
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Hamilton’s transfer line has sold out to Marr & Bennett, and the latter are now again without competition.

The fire department has received cash presents in the amount of $150 from public-spirited citizens who appreciate the services at the fire on Saturday.

Insurance men are calling for an extension of the fire limits and a strict enforcement of the ordinance regarding the accumulation of rubbish in back yards. The experience of last Saturday is the strongest possible argument in favor of such actions.

P.E. Kern will today open out with the remnant of his jewelry stock in the store of Richard L. Mayer on El Paso street a few doors north of his old stand. Having lost heavily by the fire, he announces his intention to sacrifice the balance of his stock in order to meet his bills. The style of the firm is now P.E. Kern, Mr. German having withdrawn just prior to the fire.

The rivalry between the various saloons in this city in the matter of securing music to attract patrons, illustrates the fondness our people have for that kind of entertainment. When a saloon keeper can afford to pay $500 or $600 a month for musicians to sit in his place and attract custom, why can not some way be devised to furnish our music-loving people with such entertainment outside of the saloons. We drop this suggestion in the hope that some of our readers may give serious thought to the subject of furnishing legitimate musical entertainment to the crowds of respectable people that are nightly drawn into the saloons through the power of music alone.

Since the Times began its crusade against the gamblers, the saloon business with all its companion branches has become so unprofitable in this city that the bar tenders have all gone down to the Mexican Central front to work on that grade, the proprietors have joined the church, and the buildings formerly occupied as saloons are now turned into temperance lodges and lecture rooms for the Young Men’s Christian Association. Money is not quite so plenty as before, it is true, but then our people are happier and keep better hours than they did, no lights are seen in business houses after 8 o’clock in the evening, and preachers and tract societies are getting rich, while the wholesale liquor merchants are getting poorer. The doctors and druggists are having a harvest furnishing liquor on prescriptions. The millennium is dawning and we are all going to glory over the White Oaks road.
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The ball of the El Paso Light Guards last night was a fine affair.

Building has been suspended for two days, owing to the high wind.

The city council owes it as an imperative duty to the people of El Paso to at once reestablish the fire limits.

C.H. Dane last post master at Deming, has purchased the old safe of the First National bank of El Paso and will shortly open a private bank in Deming with Frank Siebold as teller.

A second fire started yesterday about 4 o’clock p.m. in the rear of the Herald office near the Chinese quarters, in another pile of rubbish. It was extinguished and did no damage.

When the alarm of fire was given yesterday the reporter was sitting in Dunne’s restaurant, and as firemen ran for the reels he looked at his watch. In less than two minutes they ran past the restaurant with the reels ready for action.

Mr. Satterthwaite has the big plaza already fenced in with iron posts and chains and is raising the surface by distributing good soil over it. In a few weeks more when the walks shall have been laid out and the beds arranged the park will be an ornament that El Paso can be proud of. Mr. Satterthwaite is the right man in the right place for this work sure. This is one public enterprise that bears no evidence of being a job.

About 1 o’clock yesterday afternoon a fire started in some boxes and rubbish in the rear of the First National bank and the Central store, and but for the timely assistance of the firemen, would probably have resulted even more disastrously than the one of a week ago. The wind was blowing a gale at the time and a very few minutes delay would have been sufficient to have set fire to both the First National and the State National blocks. Nothing but a few empty boxes were burned and in twenty minutes from the time of the alarm the firemen were returning to their hose house.

Last week the wind blew down the large gilded figure “4” which surmounts the sign on top of THE LONE STAR office, and yesterday the figure “3” followed its companion; so that “34” now no longer stands out against the blue heavens above the seal of the Lone Star state. This might be construed into an unlucky omen by men of a superstitious turn of mind; but as we shall at once return the figures to their old place, we interpret the mishap to mean that truth crushed to earth shall rise again.

The heavy wind of yesterday blew down the awning in front of Kohlberg Bros.’ tobacco store, tore to shreds a canvas awning over the entrance to the basement saloon under the Fashion, knocked to the ground and broke into smithereens the huge sign of the Central store, doubled up the open wire sign of Irvin & Co.’s drug store, twisted into a hard knot Lightbody & James’ advertisement on top of the street car, tumbled a part of the sign of this office to the ground and blew down the front and rear walls of Bassett’s new two-story iron front brick on El Paso street. The latter is quite a serious loss. The walls were finished and just ready for the roof, but now nearly the entire front and rear walls will have to be rebuilt. The rear wall fell into the building and broke the joists. The front wall fell upon the street. The loss entailed upon the owner will probably reach $400 besides consider-able loss of time.

A beautiful job was that gotten through the city council with the professed object of straightening out St. Louis street. When the addition of the Central hotel is finished there will remain at the corner of the plaza a roadway of just 19 feet between the sidewalks and the street railroad passing right through the center of it. Thus it will be impossible to get into or out of the big plaza by St. Louis street if a car shall happen to be in the road. Vehicles traveling into the big plaza will be compelled to drive up into one of the angles of the little plaza and wait for the car to get out of the way, while those coming from the big into the little plaza will have to turn up into Oregon street for the same purpose. In exchange for this grant of valuable ground by the city we are unable to see that the city gets anything in return. It is claimed that an equal or greater amount of land was deeded to the city but it looks to us very much as though the deed only covers the ground occupied by the sidewalk of the old Gillock building, which belonged to the city before. However that may be the ordinance “to straighten out St. Louis and Oregon streets” is in effect simply an ordinance to block up those two streets and close the entrance to the plaza from that side.

The Only Place

In the “Future Immense” where you can buy Pure Fresh Homemade Candies, is where they make them at Lucas and Son’s Overland building.
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Work has commenced on the large addition to the Central hotel building.

A lodge of the Catholic Knights of America will soon be established in this city.

The Coliseum theatre in this city will soon be opened by Messrs Caddagan & Strass-burger.

The Mexicans of Old Town have dammed the river opposite Ft. Bliss, in order to throw the water into their ditches for irrigating. The water is very low now below the dam and it begins to look as though it would soon be insufficient to supply the demands of this city.

Gentlemen from St. Louis and other cities who have experience in the construction and operating of water works pronounce the pipes used by Mr. Watts to be worse than useless. Will people who know nothing about the business act their judgment up against such evidence?

Under the management of Mr. Chas. S. Rothschild, late of Denver, Mr. Joseph Schutz’ store on San Francisco street has undergone such a transformation as to be no longer recognizable. The partition wall between the two store rooms has been torn out and pillars put in thus making the handsomest room in the city. Its dimensions are 50 by 90 feet and the entire space occupied by tables covered with piece goods stacked half way up to the ceiling. Mr. Schutz is retiring from the retail trade and intends to devote himself exclusively to jobbing hereafter. Rothschild is a live man and the proprietor has done a wise thing in putting him in charge of the business.

We hear considerable complaint among those persons who met with losses at the recent fire, regarding the action of the insurance adjusters. It is claimed that some of them are disposed to take every advantage and beat the insured down to the very lowest notch, unwilling to pay the actual damage suffered. El Paso is a growing city and her people will remember and treasure up against the companies any little mean tricks of this kind. Those companies that make liberal settlements will receive further patronage and those that show a disposition to avoid the payment of their just obligations need expect little business here in future. Several parties, we understand, have ceased negotiations with the adjusters and placed their claims in the hands of their lawyers, and we hope this may be done in every case where there is shown any disposition to pay anything less than the policies call for.

Lone Star Locals -- Vol. IX - No. 14

Saturday, April 28, 1883

The acequia has been cleaned out this week.

Mayor Magoffin has bought the lot where the old Senate saloon stood for $190 a front foot.

The local news in this issue is rather short as the new reporter is not as yet very familiar with the city.

Santa Fe street from San Francisco to Overland street is being graded by dirt taken from the excavation for the Central Hotel addition.

Leaks in the stove-pipe water mains are becoming so common that they call for the attention of the police officers, as public nuisances.

It is thought probable that large machine shops will be erected here by the railroad as soon as the narrow gauge road to White Oaks is completed.

Mr. Sweeney is having the debris of the recently burned buildings on El Paso street cleared away and will commence rebuilding at once. He will make the stores wider than formerly and three will take up the space heretofore occupied by four.

We should think that the manufacturers of ice in this city could afford to sell that article at about one half the price they now ask, as the cost of making it, after the plant is once in, is very small indeed. At Tucson the price is but one cent a pound, and the men who are going to manufacture it in Silver City intends to charge but two cents a pound.

The amount of building going on in the city indicates that confidence in the future of El Paso is firmly established in the minds of property holders and others. Carpenters and builders have more work than they can attend to. Residences and business houses are going up on all sides; and by the close of the year El Paso will have not less than 5,000 inhabitants.

A pleasant entertainment was given by the Odd Fellows on Thursday evening in honor of the sixty-fourth anniversary of the introduction of the order in the United States. The Rev. Mr. Baines read a very interesting address on the objects of Odd Fellowship and the advantages to be derived from it by members. Several songs were rendered by a chorus of all present and several impromptu speeches were made about the foundation of the society and its success. The lodge in this city was established last November and now has 39 members in good standing.

The council held a special meeting on Thursday to discuss the question of deeding to Crosby & Mills a portion of the public square. This question is causing considerable discussion among the people and it begins to look as though some arrangement will be made by which the width of St. Louis street will be maintained. John Tays, the proprietor of the Central hotel, offers to give Mills & Crosby a strip of land fifteen feet wide in the rear of their proposed hotel if they will place the building that much farther back from St. Louis street, and in consideration of parting with this strip he asks the city to deed him a triangular piece which will be left in the corner of the little plaza between the Central hotel and the new building. We understand that Crosby & Mills have agreed to this and that it only remains now for the city to do its part. It appears to us that the triangle asked for from the city in consideration of thus improving the public street is, of but little value to any one but Tays and that the city can very well afford to deed it to him in order to get St. Louis street properly widened out. If this is done, then St. Louis street will be about 65 feet in width at the narrowest place and a small corner taken off the Pierce property will give it the full width of 70 feet.

The cancellation of the insurance policy held by the Herald company, because one of the publishers of that paper entertained and expressed views not in harmony with those of the adjuster, is an act of spite unworthy any corporation, and the gentleman who is thus intolerant of the opinions of others should not be surprised if people use his hasty and spiteful action as an argument against the companies he represents. Citizens of El Paso are neither fools nor scoundrels, that they should be patronized or bulldozed by insurance agents or any one else. The adjusters for the late losses have in some cases not given satisfaction to the parties who suffered by the late fire, and complaints against them are loud and bitter in certain quarters. It is not only the privilege of the press to note these things, but it is its solemn duty to use its influence for the protection of the property of the city. The idea that a man’s policy may be canceled because he does not think just at the agent or adjuster does, is on a par with the practice of other corporations that discharge the employees for not voting the ticket selected for them at elections. We have heard the opinion expressed on all sides that there is room for more insurance agencies in El Paso, and such actions as that above, alluded to certainly give ground for believing that the time soon be ripe for the opening of agencies that will, in case of loss, be liberal in making adjustments. We are glad to state that we do not believe either Mr. Conkling or Mr. Boring is responsible for the dissatisfaction prevailing. They are both gentlemen who possess the confidence of the business community; but since the arrival of the adjusters the entire business of settling the losses seems to have been taken out of their hands.

Communication

   Paso del Norte, Mexico

April 25, 1883

Editor LONE STAR:

On my return home my attention is called to some statements made in one of the obscure journals of El Paso, in relation to myself, my titles, etc., and I beg you to allow me to correct, through the columns of THE LONE STAR, a few misrepresentations of the “Great and Good” man. The Herald calls me a Mexican citizen. I have no objection to this appellation, as I have been shown so many acts of consideration by the Mexican authorities that I would not hesitate one moment to become a citizen of Mexico, were I not a citizen of the United States, of which I am proud and it will not be amiss to remark that I received my citizenship through length of service in the United States army.

The “Great and Good” says that Judge Davis was asked to defend my titles and that he peremptorily declined. I know Judge Davis to be a gentleman: I never asked him to defend my claims, and he certainly is not the author of the misstatement in the Herald. McKie uses some aesthetic expressions in connection with the validity of my titles that would not do to repeat in a decent journal and says that, in the opinion of some of the best lawyers, the titles were not of any value, or words to that effect. I have no Herald at hand; though I subscribe to the journal, he failed, for some reason, to mail to my address the two last issues; at least they were not found in my post office box.

I am not going into any lengthy discussion of the validity of my titles with McKie, I wish him to understand, however, that my attorneys have a national reputation and that, after twenty-four hours consideration, the decided to defend my claim without the payment of one cent for their services until I get possession of my property through the decision of the proper courts. They do this contrary to and notwithstanding the conclusion of Mr. McKie.

The Herald man tries to convey the impression that the county of El Paso has belonged to Texas since 1835. Why, Mr. McKie, any school boy of the state of Texas, knowing the first principles of the history of his state can tell you that northern Mexico in which was situated the so called Franklin, now El Paso, Texas came into the possession of the United States by a treaty of peace signed at Guadalupe Hidalgo February 2, 1848. I would advise the Herald man to read the treaty in question, especially section eight, and he will then know what he writes if he again undertakes to inform his readers on the subject I am afraid that McKie has been inspired not from above the clouds but from over the Hills.

Years ago a teacher of mine often used the expression, si tacuisses philosophus mansisses, when a boy tried to prove too much; by which he meant to say that the fellow made a tool of himself by showing that he did not know anything about that of which he spoke.

   DR. E. ALEXANDER

Look out for Louis Kohner’s new Cigar Store, opposite First National Bank. It will be the Chief.

Attention

Messrs. Caddagan & Strassburger have leased the Coliseum building and will in a few days open it under the name of the National Theatre. Mr. Caddagan is in the east. On his return he will bring with him a first class company. Everything will be first class and lovers of fun will get their money’s worth.
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The fire company will soon get a new hose.

The National theatre, formerly the Coliseum, will open on Saturday evening.

The Rio Grande is rising slowly and water commenced flowing into the acequia yesterday.

The Progresista of Paso del Norte appeared yesterday for the first time after its short suspension.

Paul Kesting has rented one of the new rooms adjoining the Windsor hotel and is fitting it up for a first class saloon, to be called The Chief.

Mayor Magoffin is clearing away the debris from the ground formerly occupied by Speck’s saloon and will erect a handsome two-story brick on the premises.

The managers of the Times have had some difficulty with their printer of late. A strike occurred in the office on Monday evening, which was, however, soon compromised

The street sprinkler is a great institution, but its usefulness should not be circumscribed. El Paso street gets more than if full share of the water, while some other localities are slighted.

La Motte, right-of-way man of the Southern Pacific railroad, has been in town for several days past, for the purpose, it is supposed of securing depot grounds for the El Paso and White Oaks road.

The street car company should adopt a regulation prohibiting smoking in the cars as many men who ride in them make themselves very offensive to the ladies who may be present by using cigars and cigarettes.

The fire company patrolled the streets up to a late hour Saturday night, owing to a report started by some alarmist that there were some incendiaries in town, who intended to set fire to some business building for the purpose of securing plunder during the excitement.

Louis Kohner, the cigar manufacturer, has removed to his near quarters a few doors south of his former location El Paso street. He intends to largely increase his force of workmen in the near future and to make an effort to work up a large wholesale trade in New Mexico.

The New York Graphic in a recent issue contained an excellent description of El Paso and the surrounding country illustrated with good sketches of some of the principal business houses, the depot buildings, etc., taken from photographs by Francis Parker, the photographer on the plaza.

Yesterday afternoon Mayor Magoffin’s team that had been tied in front of Boring & Co.’s insurance agency broke loose and ran away. In turning a sharp corner near the Chinese quarters the buggy hit against a tree and the horses galloped off without it and when last seen were going towards Concordia at full speed.

The city jail has contained fifteen prisoners this week, all confined for drunkenness or vagrancy. Ten of the men have been utilized in filling up and grading El Paso and Overland streets during the past few days under the supervision of Jailer W.H. Wheat, the dirt used being taken from the cellar of B. Schuster & Co.

Last evening one of the lamps in the large illuminated sign which crosses the sidewalk in front of the Vault saloon, on San Antonio near El Paso street overturned and the whole canvas and wood work was soon on fire. The flames were fanned by the wind and the other lamps soon exploded. The fire was extinguished before it reached the building, luckily, and no particular damage was done, although this should prove a good lesson against using signs to which such accidents are likely to happen.

The four two-story business buildings now being erected on the corner of El Paso and First streets by Catron, Hague, Hills and Fewel are being put up very rapidly the work begun. The block will contain four stores 25x100 feet in size and not less than 50 rooms up stairs that will be rented out for offices. These buildings will greatly improve the part of the town in which they are going up and plainly show the direction in which business is moving.

The city council had a meeting on Monday evening. The petition of the G.H.& S.A. road for right of way from their track to that of the A.T.& S.F. and was granted. It was decided that St. Louis and Utah streets should be graded as was desired if the property holders would agree to bear two-thirds of the expense, the city’s third not to amount to more than $150.

The city council met on Saturday after-noon, Acting Mayor Keating presiding. A petition was read by J.P. Hague asking for twelve feet, the width of the track, for the G.H.& S.A. railroad from the S.P. track to the track of the A.T.& S.F. and that the railroad be allowed to close up certain alley ways. This petition was referred to a specific committee . . . A petition for authorization to grade El Paso street below the Overland building was referred to the committee on streets. A communication from Chief Pierce showing the need for additional fire apparatus and an ordinance to define the fire limits were referred to the committee on fire and water. The offer of Crosby and Mills to move back their proposed building on St. Louis street fifteen feet, if the city would relinquish its claim to the portico of the Central hotel was accepted.

Everything first class at the National Theatre

25 Stars at the National Theatre Saturday night.

The finest actors that could be found in Chicago will play at the National Theatre.

The National will be the best Theatre in the west. The names of the managers guarantee this.

The National Theatre will be opened on Saturday. May 5. Lovers of fun are all invited.
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The National theatre will not open until next week.

An awning has been put up in front of R.L. Mayer’s store.

The houses destroyed by the recent fire are being rapidly rebuilt.

The Daily Times is a pretty good local paper on Thursdays and Sundays.

The water furnished by the Stove-Pipe water works has been very muddy of late.

W. H. Wheat has sold out the Organ restaurant to a syndicate of Chinese capitalists.

The city marshal has notified the merchants not to throw paper or old boxes in front of their stores.

A pleasant sociable was given at the residence of E. Newman on Magoffin avenue on Thursday evening.

P.C. Dunne will remove his restaurant to the building next door to Manning’s saloon on El Paso street.

A little building has been erected in the yard back of the Vault saloon and has been opened as a restaurant.

Dodge has moved his stock of goods into his new adobe store on San Francisco street, opposite Solomon Schutz’s.

J. Londoner has bought the stock of the Texas News company and will continue business at the same stand.

Dr. Townsley has removed his dental parlors to the office formerly occupied by Dr. Ross in the Davis building on West Overland street.

The portion of the fronts of the Acme saloon and W.A. Irvin’s & Co.’s drug store that was scorched in the recent fire has been replaced with new material.

An intolerable stench was caused on Thursday by one of the El Paso street butchers making lard. The odor could be smelled over two blocks away.

A fence has been put up around the excavation that being made on the upper end of El Paso street to prevent those who pass in that direction after dark from falling in the hole.

Army officers appear to imagine that they can do just as they see fit in a frontier town without having any one oppose them. One of the officers stationed at Fort Bliss rode his horse on the sidewalk up to one of the stores on El Paso street the other day and calmly proceeded to select his goods and give his orders with the animal standing in such a way that those who wished to pass had to go into the street. Marshal Manning, much to the man’s surprise and disgust, ordered him to take his horse off of the walk, which was of course done.
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The smelter will surely be built.

The Light Guards met at their armory last night and drilled.

Main street will be but little better than a railroad yard when the second track is laid.

The building of the Pierce Oil company near the depot of the A.T.& S.F. railroad has been completed.

The Sunday amusement at Paso del Norte are cock fights in the afternoon and a baile and a theatrical performance in the evening.

The street car that waits at Paso del Norte on Sunday evenings to bring back those who have been attending the theatre charges passengers the preposterous fare of twenty cents.

The opening of the National Theatre has been postponed for several days as the actors have not yet arrived. C.W. Caddagan agent for the theatre is now in Kansas City and will leave tonight or tomorrow with from 15 to 25 variety performers.

A lecturer named Young has been delivering speeches on temperance and prohibition at the Methodist church during the past few days. He will find a good field for his work in El Paso and may be able to convert to his cause all the former saloon keepers and gamblers who have been obliged to suspend since the Daily Times condemned to wage a fierce war upon them.

A number of prominent business men met at the cactus club rooms Saturday afternoon to consider the question of bringing a smelter to the city. An [not legible] making an offer to subscribe one fourth of the necessary amount which is placed a 100,000 provided the citizens will raise the balance. All present at meeting agreed to contribute money for the projected works.
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The shooting gallery on San Antonio street has been re-opened.

A ball will be given next Tuesday evening at the Schutz opera house.

Ground has been bought in the city on which the smelter will be erected.

The project to erect reduction works in this city meets with general approval.

A strawberry festival will be given by the ladies of the Baptist church next Thursday evening.

We learn that a large grocery house, for wholesale business only, will soon be established in this city.

The looks of El Paso street will be vastly improved when the pillars in front of the old adobe block are torn down.

Lightbody & James will build a new business house on the west side of El Paso street next to O.T. Bassett’s new buildings.

El Paso should have a free public library, where the residents of the city and strangers could spend their leisure time profitably.

The building occupied by the Herald will be removed from its present location in a short time to a lot diagonally across San Antonio street.

Louis Kohner has put up in the rear of his store a number of lock boxes , resembling a postoffice, that will be used by customers who buy cigars by the box.

Joseph Hampson will soon erect two two-story brick business houses on El Paso street just south of the block now being put up by Hague, Catron, Fewel and Hills.

The fountain in the plaza now throws up a jet of water during the day. Owing to the sandy nature of the soil in the basin every drop sinks as soon as it reaches the grounds.

Another ordinance defining the fire limits and prohibiting the erection or repairing of frame houses in the middle of the city will probably be passed by the city council shortly.

L. Meyer & Company intend to open a branch of their dry goods establishment on El Paso street. Their present accommodations are not large enough to properly display their stock,

The National theatre will be opened on Tuesday next positively: The reason for the delay has been that the agent of the theatre has been waiting in the east so as to be able to secure good actors.

Real estate is worth more in El Paso than it is in most western cities three or four times as large as this. Everybody realizes the great future this city is destined to have hence the value of city property.

J. Fisher Satterthwaite, street commissioner, issued a notice on Wednesday ordering the owner of the old adobe block on El Paso street to remove the adobe pillars in front of their houses inside of ten days. This is an excellent plan and will greatly improve the looks of the street.

A man standing on a box in the business part of El Paso street yesterday did a good business in selling some patented articles, the virtues of which he was calling out in a loud voice. Most cities have ordinances forbidding these street vendors from carrying on their business in the middle of a crowded thoroughfare.

At the meeting of the El Paso Building & Loan association, held on Thursday evening at the office of Boring & Co., it was decided to advance the price of subscription to persons buying stock after the first of June twenty payment. The association has proven a great benefit to many people in this in city during the past year and has been very profitable to those owning stock in it.

New Beer Garden in rear Congress Hall.

J.P. Miller, Gun-Maker. West Side Big Plaza.
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The band stand in the plaza is nearly completed.

Several new business houses will soon be opened here.

Joe Grafe has bought out the shoe shop of John Kennedy on El Paso street.

Now there is a good hall in El Paso we may hope to see more entertainments of every kind in the city.

The Rev. G.W. Baines will occupy the pulpit of the Presbyterian church for the next six weeks, while the Rev. J.A. Merrill is away.

Carl Gothe de Grote has removed his office from East Overland street to Durango street, between Sonora and San Francisco streets

Why do not the young people of the city organize an amateur dramatic company? Such a club would undoubtedly prove very popular force.

It is hoped by the officers that Fort Bliss will be made a six or ten-company post in the near future, there being at present but two companies.

The parade grounds at Fort Bliss are now being graded. A number of improvements will be made in the buildings of the post after the first of July.

Miss A. Moore, elocutionist, will give an entertainment of Friday evening at the Pierson house, for the benefit of the Widows’ and Orphans’ industrial home at Springfield, Mo.

L. Meyers & Co have gotten a three years lease on the store on the corner of El Paso and West Overland streets now occupied by J. Londoner and will soon move a portion of their stock there..

The Turnverein society met last evening and practiced in the gymnasium back of their hall. The members have gotten their apparatus of all kinds in good shape for practice and anticipate lively times.

The ladies of the Baptist church will give a strawberry and ice cream festival Thursday evening at the Pierson Hotel, several new and interesting features will be added to the usual entertainments of the kind.

The Rio Grande has been rising very rapidly of late and the wide sand banks in the middle of the stream are now covered with water. The acequia of the old town is filled to the top and many of the fields are half inundated.

When the White Oaks railroad is completed and large railroad machine shops are built, then we may expect to see El Paso grow as the city has never yet done, although her increase in the past few years has been very satisfactory.

The social hop given last evening at the Schutz opera house was a most successful affair. The new hall in which it was held is spacious and well fitted for a ball room, having no pillars or impediments of any kind in the way of dancers. The party opened at or about half past nine with a grand march, after which dancing was commenced and kept up with but short intermissions between the dances until about one o’clock when an excellent collation, consisting of ice cream and cakes, was served. Dancing was soon started again and continued for some time before the guests dispersed. All present were delighted with the affair, and the gentlemen who got it up deserve credit for their efforts to make the evening pleasant for all.

The city council met last Saturday evening  . . . The ordinance granting the right of way to the Galveston, Harrisburg, and San Antonio railroad for a second track on Main and San Francisco streets was read and adopted.

Go to the Fargo north side Big Plaza for a good meal.
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The Rio Grande is high and still keeps on rising.

A new water tank is being built by the ice company.

The water in the city has been very bad indeed during the past two days.

Robert Campbell is building a handsome residence on the corner of Utah and Wyoming streets.

Several signs on San Antonio street were blown down during the storm on Wednesday evening.

The two story brick front buildings on the site of the block destroyed by the recent fire are now nearly completed.

The handsome brick building being erected by Bassett and Brooks on El Paso street, next to Ullman’s furniture store is nearly completed.

A musical and literary entertainment will be given at the residence of H. Woodruff, next Wednesday evening, for the benefit of Rev. H.J. Davis.

Although rents are very much cheaper on the other side of the river than on this, living is much more expensive on account of the exorbitant custom duties.

The smelter should be erected as soon as possible so as to have it ready to start up with plenty of ore to work on, by the time the E.P. & W.O. road is finished.

The National opens to-night. About twenty good variety actors and actrices arrived last evening from the east and preparations have been made to have a more than usually attractive opening.

The Baptist ice cream and strawberry festival on Thursday evening proved a very pleasant affair and netted quite a sum of money which will be put in the fund for building the Baptist church.

Notwithstanding the fact that J. Fisher Satterthwaite street commissioner, notified last week the owners of the old adobe block on El Paso street to remove the pillars in front of their places inside of ten days nothing has yet been done in the matter and that portion of the street still retains its pristine ugliness.

Why does not El Paso do something towards getting some of the Peabody fund to help the city in keeping up a large public school here? The Rev. J.L.M. Curry, agent for the fund, who passed through the city on Wednesday, says that, if the requirements are conformed to here and an application made an allowance will be given.

An effort is now being made by many of the property owners to get the adobe building which stands in the middle of Oregon street removed and the street generally repaired. When these improvements are effected, the law compelling all who cross from old Mexico to pass by the custom house will be strictly enforced and all vehicles and pedestrians coming over will have to go up Oregon street.

S.L. Kahn, city clerk feels happy and well he may for this friend paid him the well deserved compliment on Thursday evening of voting to him the cake at the Baptist sociable. The vote for the ugliest man in town stood when the polls closed. Kahn, 70; C.T. Jackson, 69; B.F. Levy, 11. “I would rather be the first man in the smallest village.” said Kahn when given the cake, “than the second in Rome. I now appreciate more full than ever before the good taste of the people of El Paso, as I feel sure that I merit the prize more than any other man in town. Had the cake been given me for say other reason than my looks I would have supposed the people were sarcastic, but I know that in this case, they were not.”

The plaza is being rapidly improved and already plainly shows what it will look like when finished. The square has been fenced in and a row of trees planted along the edge with another row near the middle. In the center has been placed a handsome stone fountain, on one side of which is a pavilion for a band. The grounds will be covered with grass, in which large cacti will be planted and several beds of flowers will be placed near the fountain. The plaza will be a great ornament to the city.
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The restaurant in the rear of the Vault saloon on San Antonio street has been closed.

The coal field in the eastern part of El Paso county will prove a great benefit to this city.

Social this evening at the residence of H. Woodruff, for the benefit of Rev. H.J. Davis.

The brick work on the new building of Catron, Hill, Hague, and Fewel on El Paso street is going ahead rapidly.

P.C. Dunne has removed his restaurant from the building next to the block recently burned on El Paso street to one of the old adobe buildings higher up on the same street.

The National theatre was opened last Saturday evening under its new management. The house has been refitted and handsomely arranged and no effort spared to make it attractive and popular resort. An excellent variety performance was given and the spectators demonstrated their approval by continual applause.

The light Guards has the first of their series of target matches of this season at the Mesa garden on Sunday afternoon . . .

Just north of the Park you will find Kurtz at the Arcade Beer Hall. Try his Ice Cold Beer as you visit the New Park.
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Two or three signs were blown down last evening.

Krater & Snow have dissolved partnership. O.P. Snow continuing the butchering business.

The plaza garden will not be completed this year as it is too late in the season to lay out the flower beds.

C.T. Jackson & Co.’s lumber yard has been moved about two blocks east of the former location on Overland street.

A cattle pound should be established in this city, as there is no means at present of providing for stray stock found here.

We understand that the Mesa Gardens are soon to be re-opened. They will be a very pleasant place to get in the spring.

Why has not the order of Street Commissioner Satterthwaite to demolish the old adobe pillars on El Paso street been complied with by the owners of the property?

The El Paso Transfer company is again fixing its pumps at the bank of the river for the purpose of supplying people of this city with water from its carts, at that supplied by the water company is so bad that many have shut it off from their residences.

 The agent for a machine for making concrete pipe for irrigating and other purposes gave an exhibition of the working of the machine yesterday morning on the corner of Oregon and San Antonio streets. The pipe can be made very cheaply, only costing five cents a foot and has several advantages such as having no joints and becoming harder the longer it is in use.

The water furnished the city during the past few days by the stove-pipe water works has been very impure and has caused considerable sickness. The water is taken from the Rio Grande just below where the filth from Fort Bliss empties into the river, which will probably account to a certain extent for its impurity. A physician says that unless something is done the water may produce an epidemic of typhoid fever. The city council should order the city physician to investigate the matter.
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The Mesa garden was opened on Sunday.

More hose has been ordered for the fire company.

The Mayor’s court is now held in the First National bank building.

The roof of Dunne’s new restaurant caught fire early Monday morning but was extinguished in a short time. The damage was very slight.

A can of head-light oil in the council room during the fire Sunday evening was in so warm a place that the top was broken open and the tin around it partially cracked, still the oil did not explode.

We are informed that the pillars in front the upper part of the old adobe block on El Paso street will be torn down next week and a two-story building with a frontage of 120 feet will be erected where the end buildings now stand.

During the fire on San Antonio street Sunday evening some one went to the door of the National theatre and cried out: “Fire!” A rush was at once made for the door by the people who imagined that the fire was in the theatre building, and the auditorium was cleared in a few moments.

The El Paso transfer company is now supplying the majority of the residences and business houses of the city with drinking water. Most people are willing to pay the high price of four cents a bucket for water, as that furnished by the stove-pipe water works is not fit to drink on account of its impurity.

One of the principal attractions at the National theatre is Mlle. Eugene, called on the bills “the fire queen,” who accomplishes the really wonderful feat of biting off the end of a red-hot bar of iron and afterwards shows her strength of jaw by picking up a heavy wooden chair in her teeth and swinging it up from side to side over her head for several minutes.

About half past eleven o’clock Sunday evening, one of the lamps hanging in the window of the Fashion saloon, San Antonio street, exploded, setting fire to the curtains and drapery. Before anything could be done to extinguish the conflagration, the flames had reached the paper and muslin that formed the ceiling and were spreading so rapidly as to preclude any possibility of the people present being able to save the heavy articles in the place. The flames made rapid headway and the heat was so intense in the room a few minutes after the breaking out of the fire that all had to leave. Eight rifles, six pistols, and a shot gun had been left behind the bar and as they became heated they discharged their contents, obliging the crowd outside to scatter. Some ammunition in the room also exploded and added confusion to the scene. The wooden awning in front of the building soon caught fire and the flames from the rear ignited the large outhouse and back stairway, thus communicating with the upper rooms. The main stairs in front were enveloped in fire and to attempt to get up them was very dangerous but, when it was discovered that Dr. and Mrs. Hoffman were on the second floor, deputy Marshal Thomas Mode courageously ran up and kicked in their door that they had not been able to open and saved them from suffocating, as their room was already filled with a dense smoke. While leaving the building, both Mode and Dr. Hoffman were badly burned, but Mrs. Hoffman escaped without injury at her head was covered with a thick shawl. The firemen did extremely well. The fact that the whole block was not destroyed shows how energetically they worked. Several of them were quite badly burned, although none were seriously hurt. The fire was extinguished in less than half an hour after its outbreak. The papers of the mayor’s office were all saved but everything else in the room destroyed. The fixtures of the Fashion saloon were entirely destroyed including three billiard tables and a piano. The loss being about $5,000, insurance, $2,000. Strieby & Russell’s furniture store was damaged between $500 and $750, by water principally, which is entirely covered by insurance. W.B. Hooper & Co. lost only about $60. Besides this the front windows of the buildings were broken by the heat. Rutar & Campbell’s building is insured for $14,000 but the loss is only about $4,000 or $5,000. The total loss is variously estimated at from $8,000 to $12,000 and is, with the exception of the saloon fixtures covered by insurance.

Grand Ball to night at the National after the play.
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The stone work on the cellar of Schuster and Crosby’s building on El Paso street is nearly completed.

Professor Le Verdie, a French gymnast and contortionist of merit, began an engagement at the National theatre last evening.

W.A. Irvin & Co. have shipped a stock of drugs and medicines to Huejuquilla, Mexico, where they will open a branch store under the management of Dr. Ross and William Edgar.

The brick work of the first story of the new block being erected on El Paso street by Fewel, Catron, Hills, and Hague is completed and the timbering of the second story is advancing rapidly.

Eight thousand dollars will probably be turned into the city treasury inside of sixty days for taxes, etc. A part of this sum will be devoted to buying land for a city cemetery and erecting a hospital.

The public school was closed yesterday. The school trustees, who have incurred greater liabilities than they have money to settle at present, decided to temporarily suspend until they could make some arrangement to get more money.

There was a considerable quantity of nitroglycerine in one of the buildings on San Antonio street on the block where the fire occurred on Sunday last. Had the fire reached the place where it was stored great damage would have resulted.

 . . . gentlemen and business houses have contributed . . . to buy waterproof clothing for the fireman of this city . . . 

HOTEL ARRIVALS
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A pleasant german was given last evening at Schutz’ Opera House.

An iron front is being put up on the Hague, Hills, Fewell, and Catron block, El Paso street.

The buggy of P.A. Eakins was run into on Sunday by an omnibus going to the Mesa garden and was badly damaged.

The insurance companies have made settlements with the owners of the buildings on San Antonio streets, recently damaged by fire.

The hose and other article that have been ordered for the fire department will be carried free of charge by the railroad.

J. Londoner has moved his store from the corner of El Paso and West Overland streets to the Sweeney block. L. Meyer & Co. will occupy the building vacated.

The waterpipe in the Windsor hotel became completely choked up with sand yesterday and several joints had to be taken out and cleaned. The water furnished by the stovepipe works is muddy.

A wooden sidewalk has been put in front of the new Sweeney block on El Paso street. It is much wider than the other sidewalks on the same street, being the first to conform to this city ordinance waking the sidewalks one-fifth as wide as the streets.

We understand that some would be incendiaries soaked several pieces of wood in kerosene oil, placed the m in the rear of a building occupied by Chinamen, facing the plaza and ignited them. The attempt was discovered in time to foil it.

Yesterday forenoon, as one of the pieces of the iron front of the building going up on El Paso street opposite the Windsor hotel was being hoisted into position, the chain supporting it broke and the iron fell. Happily none of the men around were in its way.

Monday evening at about half past seven a couple of shots were fired by someone on East Overland street as an alarm of fire. A large crowd rushed to the place to see if any one had been killed. It proved simply to be a call to the fireman to see how quickly they could get out in case of necessity.

A new version of the well known song “The flags of all nations” is sung at the National theatre. The flags of several countries are first produced and finally comes the flag of El Paso which is represented by a green cloth covered with cards laid out like a faro board. The song says that this city is ruled by black-legs and crooks, probably a hit at our city council.

Complaints are constantly being made about the water furnished by the stove-pipe works, that seems to become daily more impure. The water first drawn from pipes in the morning is of a greenish hue and is absolutely unfit for culinary purpose or for drinking and a large proportion of our citizens are buying water from the Transfer company. The physicians attribute much of the disease now existing in El Paso to the foulness of the water.

A man named Zimmerman who keeps a little store on El Paso street, south of the Overland building, is having some difficulty with a Frenchman to whom he has sublet part of his store for a bakery. He went before the justice of the peace yesterday and asked what could be done to his tenant who takes every opportunity of swearing at him and who will, he fears, attempt to kill him. The decision he finally arrived at was that he would lock all the doors of his part of the house, thus shutting off the communication between the Frenchman’s front room and his kitchen.

HOTEL ARRIVALS
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Another hose company will soon be organized.

The walks of the plaza are being covered with gravel.

We learn that the Bank Exchange saloon has been purchased by Frank Schutz.

All women who are caught drinking in the saloons of this city will be arrested in future.

The main plaza will be given a name tomorrow evening. The baptism will be celebrated with a concert given by the El Paso band.

There is a great deal of disease in El Paso at the present time. Most of it is caused by drinking the dirty water furnished by the stove-pipe water company.

It is suggested, in view of the kind of water furnished by the stove-pipe water works, that the fire department ought to send for a nozzle for throwing mud.

The material ordered by the fire department includes a reel, a thousand feet of hose, four play pipes, a Babcock fire extinguisher, two ladders, and three dozen spanners.

Considerable excitement was caused on El Paso street yesterday morning by the horses attached to a lumber wagon running away. They were caught before any serious damage was done.

The large wooden awning in front of the Fashion saloon and the adjoining buildings on San Antonio street that were recently damaged by the fire has been pulled down and will be rebuilt at once.

Charles Boyd of the firm of Boyd & Wade, managers of the variety theatre of Silver City, arrived in town last evening and will soon assume the stage management of the National theatre of this city.

With the increase of population, other evidences of progress naturally come to El Paso. The latest metropolitan feature is a popular auction jewelry store where things must be sold regardless of cost.

Col. Baylor informs us that he caught a very large buffalo fish in his pea patch the other day. The fish swam from the river up the irrigating ditch and when the water was let out, got left on dry ground.

George Speck will open on or about the first of July a handsomely fitted saloon in the Sweeney block. He is now arranging a convenient reading room in the rear of the establishment, where he will keep the latest newspapers and periodicals on file.

Cannot somebody get out a map of New Mexico with Mesilla and Las Cruces on the same side of the river? We are tired of seeing all the maps published copy from old publications of 40 or 50 years ago placing the towns on opposite banks of the Rio Grande.

On Wednesday evening the mule hitched to the street car that is kept waiting in front of the National theatre until after the performance, became frightened and started to run away. Before he had gotten very far some one jumped on the car and put on the breaks [sic].

HOTEL ARRIVALS
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The rooms of the Cactus club are a pleasant and popular resort these summer evenings.

The Herald office has been removed to the second floor of the first National bank building.

The Bassett building has been leased by the wholesale grocery firm of Goodpaster, Anderson, & Co. of St. Louis.

A large crowd gathered at the plaza Sunday evening to see the opening ceremonies there but nothing took place.

Another fruit stand will be opened on the west side of El Paso street next week. It will be in front of Louis Kohner’s

The frame shanty lately occupied by the Herald is being removed to the opposite side of San Antonio street a little farther east.

The International soap works started up yesterday for the first time. The capacity of the machinery is 1,000 pounds daily of laundry soap.

That portion of the State National bank building recently damaged by fire is being rapidly repaired and will soon be ready for occupancy again.

W.G. Walz has now a monopoly of the sewing machine business in this city, having bought out the stocks of the other firms that kept them for sale.

A pair of wrens one built their nest on the broad platelike projection on the upper part of the chandelier over one of the billiard tables at the Cactus club rooms.

The building on El Paso street where Dunne’s restaurant was formerly located is being refitted and will soon be occupied by P.E. Kern’s jewelry establishment.

There is no proper convenience for women prisoners at the city jail. There are but two rooms in it, one of which is usually filled with drunken men, and the other the jailor sleeps.

Ice is now down to 2½ cents. When it gets down to about half that price poor people may be able to indulge in refrigerators. At present a refrigerator is about as expensive a luxury as a horse and buggy.

D.S. Dunne has started in the ice business. He received on Monday morning a carload of ice from the Montezuma company of Las Vegas, and is now putting up an ice house near the A.T.& S.F. depot.

Houck & Dieter’s ice machine broke down a few days since and they have had to get a carload of natural ice from the Montezuma ice company, Las Vegas, with which to supply their customers until the necessary repairs can be made.

The tenderfeet who last year allowed their prejudice against everything Mexican to prevent their building adobe houses are now finding out that frame houses are not the thing for this climate. We know of several who would gladly exchange their pretty little frame cottage for the less showy but more comfortable adobes.

Juan D. Ochoa was tried this morning on a charge of renting to prostitutes a building he owns on Oregon street. The jury found a verdict of not guilty, as not one of the witnesses would swear that he personally knew the women to be prostitutes. The city council ought now to declare the house a public nuisance and have the women removed.

Merrick Brothers have bought the lot and building corner of El Paso and W. Overland, now occupied by Rothchild & Marcuse, for $6,000. This with the adjoining lots on both El Paso and Over-land, already owned by them, give Merrick Brothers a frontage of 44 feet and a depth of 95. They will eventually put up a two-story brick, covering the entire lot, but will at present leave it in the shape in which it is, leasing out the corner until they get ready to build.

The city council met on Saturday evening . . . A communication from J.B, Leahy was read on the subject of selecting grounds for a cemetery and hospital and was referred to the health committee . . . A special committee . . . was appointed to rent a new council chamber . . . A petition from H.M. Mundy, S. Schutz, Joseph Shultz and J. P. Dieter, asking that a new street be opened in the place of Main street . . . The street railway company was given two months longer to construct their line on San Antonio street.
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Dr. Beaumont has removed to the south side of the plaza

The streets in the vicinity of the plaza need sprinkling badly.

E.E. Luesley has moved his stock of groceries from San Antonio street to the Sweeney block on El Paso street.

A quantity of powder and explosives of all kinds are kept in a hole dug in the alley west of the State National bank building. They should be removed.

The festival given by the ladies of the Methodist church at the Pierson house on Thursday evening was a very pleasant affair and proved a financial success.

Last evening a sneak thief entered the rooms occupied by Newland, Strassburger, and Cannahan over Gay’s restaurant and robbed them of quite a large sum of money.

The Peralta troupe has been in town for several days past en route from Chihuahua to Guaymas, Mexico. They should give a performance here. It would certainly pay them to do so.

On Wednesday afternoon a fire broke out in the rear of Ullmann’s furniture store, which was quickly extinguished. The fire companies made very quick time in getting to the scene after the alarm was given.

The work on the walks of the plaza is nearly finished and all that is now necessary to complete the park is that the beds be covered with grass. A barb-wire fence has been placed around the fountain to prevent Mexicans going in bathing on warm nights.

A reporter of THE LONE STAR visited all of the opium dens in the city last evening in company with the City Physician Rodgers. There are five or six places where the drug is smoked in this city all of which are generally well patronized by Americans, although not one was found in them last evening.

The light guard at a meeting held last evening decided to wear on the Fourth of July a uniform composed of linen trousers, a white shirt, and a light cloth helmet—the same uniform that has been adopted for the procession by the Turnverein. The regular suits for the militia have not been received yet.

The city council rooms will probably be removed to Joseph Schutz’ building on San Francisco street, formerly occupied by Ketelsen & Degetau. If this place is selected, the city jail will be located in the yard in the rear of the building, where the two iron cages purchased some time since but never yet used, can be conveniently placed.

Unless all signs fail, as well as street rumor, the Times is about to change hands again. It appears that Hague, Currie, and Parson Tays are about to dispose of their interests to Slade, and it is said that Hinton is also about to become one of the proprietors. This latter, however, appears doubtful as it is thought the “colonel” will quietly slide out of town ere long.  

White & Hardy, Francis Parker and W.A. Irvin & Co. will shortly begin the erection of a brick block on El Paso street at the head of San Antonio. Irvin & Co.’s and White & Hardy’s houses will be two stories high, while that of Mr. Parker will be three, his photograph gallery occupying the top floor. The three buildings will each have a frontage of 23 feet and a depth of 134 feet with iron and plate glass fronts. Adjoining this block on the north and extending to the corner of San Francisco Joseph Schutz will also erect a handsome brick block.

Messrs. Beneke and Pierce are building a large addition to their already mammoth house. When completed the building will be 120 feet deep by 30 feet front. The addition, which is being erected in the rear of the present store, will be two stories high. The first story will be used as a plumbing and gas fitting shop and the second story as a tin shop. Mr. Pierce informs us that they have on the road en route from the east, a car load of hardware comprising the finest assortment ever brought to the city, and that, when the addition is completed there will be the largest hardware store in Western Texas and their stock the largest and most complete south of Denver.

At about half past three o’clock this morning the watchman while making his rounds saw flames issuing from the side of the O.K. restaurant and gave the alarm at once by firing his revolver into the air. The proprietor of the restaurant was awakened by the noise and jumped up and threw a couple of buckets of water on the fire, extinguishing it. The fire was started by some incendiary who soaked a piece of cloth in coal oil and placed it between the cracks of the boards of which the place is built. Had not the fire been discovered almost as soon as it was lighted it would have been almost an impossibility to have saved the restaurant or the adjoining frame building on San Antonio street. The men who attempted to burn the place are not known, but are supposed to be tramps who intended to secure plunder during the excitement incident to a fire.

HOTEL ARRIVALS
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The public square was inaugurated Sunday evening by an open air concert.

The one story building on San Antonio street occupied by the Fashion barber shop has been improved by the addition of a new brick front.

Fenchler & Brother have bought out the butcher shop of Krater and Snow had propose to furnish good beef at reasonable prices. Give them a call.

Saturday night a man went to one of the residences on the eastern part of San Antonio street and insulted a lady he saw sitting at the window. The lady’s son very properly ran out and stuck him several times over the head with a revolver. We have heard of several similar instances recently of ladies being insulted by strangers, and we are glad to learn of a man who has done such a thing having come to grief.

Yesterday morning McKelligan of the Vault saloon, received by express from Guaymas, Mexico, an immense turtle weighing about 175 pounds. As the express charges on the creature were $10.45, McKelligan refused to take it. It ran around the street for a while but was soon placed back in the express wagon. It was offered for sale for the price of the charges and was finally purchased by P.C. Dunne.

On the evening of the fire at the Fashion saloon a gentlemen of this city was out riding with his wife and visiting the reservoir, called her attention to the fact that the gauge showed but eight feet of water in the reservoir. On the morning after the fire curiosity prompted him to look at the gauge again, and it showed only four feet. The fire lasted but half an hour, and through some fault in making the connection but one hose could be worked. Had two pipes been in use that half hour, or had the fire lasted half an hour longer, the entire block would have been destroyed.

The city council met on Monday evening . . . Kneeland & Harrison asked leave to withdraw their donation of a burial ground for paupers and were granted their request . . . A petition . . . to the suppression of the opium dens was put off . . . the petition of J.B. Leahy asking that the cemetery be placed upon his ground outside the city limits [was granted more time for consideration] . . . Satterthwaite, Marr, and others asked to be given a franchise to furnish water to the city. Their petition was refused. A bill was presented by Sylvester Watts for the water used by the city. The vote stood two for and two against paying the bill, which was consequently lost. Alderman Flood called the attention of the council to the fact that a pauper was sick with crysipelas and had no accommodations nor any money to pay for medical treatment. It was moved and carried that the mayor be given authority to rent a room to be used as a temporary hospital . . . The report of the committee to dispose of the city’s property at the pest house reported that the things were worth $400 or $500 and he considered it best not to destroy them but keep them until the next season. He was given power to do what he thought best. A bill for $2.75 for curtains for the council rooms was ordered paid. The council than adjourned until Saturday evening at eight o’clock.

BULLETIN OF THE PROGRESISTA

[TRANSLATION]

SUMMARY—GENERAL CROOK CONTINUES TO ATTRACT ATTENTION - THERE HAS BEEN NO INFRACTION OF THE AGREEMENT OF JULY ’82—THE WAR OF THE SAVAGE—ITS END IS NEAR—RESPONSIBILITIES WHICH WOULD HAVE FALLEN ON US.
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There will be another open air concert at the plaza to-morrow evening.

The Board of Trade is the name of a new saloon on San Antonio street.

The roof is being put on the new block of Hills, Hague, Fewel, and Crosby.

White & Davis are building a storeroom in the rear of their hardware establishment.

The Nellie Boyd troupe will probably visit El Paso during the latter part of August.

The Times now fills its local columns with clippings from the New Mexico papers.

The new store being erected for P.E. Kern will be ready to be occupied in about two weeks.

The El Paso Light Guards will go to Ysleta on the fifth of July to act as guards at the hanging of Brinster.

We understand that an offer of $250 per month was made for the upper story of the Bassett building and refused.

The street railway now runs cars every fifteen minutes between this city and Paso del Norte from 5:30 a.m. until 10 p.m.

A benefit was given to N.S. Nowland at the National theatre Thursday evening. A large crowd was present and an excellent entertainment was given.

One of the frame buildings recently moved to the vacant lots on San Antonio street east of the State National bank will soon be opened as a restaurant.

The water furnished by the stove-pipe water works is “getting no better very fast.” It emits are intolerable stench and is unfit for drinking or cooking purposes.

Three human skeletons were dug up from the floor of the cave at La Cueva, near Las Cruces a few days ago. They had evidently been buried there for years.

Many people would probably walk through the plaza on these warm evenings were it not for the bad condition of the streets in the vicinity. They are ankle deep with dust.

San Antonio street east of the postoffice is in a deplorable condition. We noticed the other day a heavily loaded wagon stuck in a deep rut, cut of which the animals had difficulty in extracting it.

Jim Manning has sold his saloon on El Paso street to Harrison & Grisson. The building will be improved by the new owners. A plate glass front has been ordered in the east and as soon as it gets here the adobe pillars in front of the establishment will be torn down.

It was rumored in town yesterday morning that petroleum in large quantities was flowing into the well of the ice factory and that the owners of that place were obliged to use water from the water works to make their ice. This rumor upon investigation proved to be based on fact, although the petroleum in the well did not come from the ground in this vicinity but had escaped from a barrel of crude oil that had leaked, the fluid soaking into the well.
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It is reported that a saloon will be opened here soon where beer will be sold at five cents a schooner.

Hose company No. 1 will have a meeting this evening at the headquarters for the purpose of electing officers.

The various railroads centering in this city are considering the question of establish-ing a union hospital here for all the roads.

The Times sale still hangs fire, Slade appearing reluctant to put up good money or valuable property in exchange for the old thing.

The Pierson hotel has been leased to James Campbell, Superintendent of the S.P. road and will probably be opened by the first of August.

A number of people go in swimming in the river just above the round house every afternoon. The stream is not very deep, as it has been falling steadily of late, but the current is very swift.

The fire alarm bell for the city fire department left New York on the 23d and the new hose cart will leave about July 20th. The new hose company to be organized will be ready to take charge of the latter on its arrival.

Chief Pierce desires to extend the thanks of the fire department to those citizens who have so generously contributed for the purchase of waterproof coats for the old companies and uniforms for the new company about to be organized.

John Dougher, of the Central hotel, returned from the east yesterday, having made a nine days trip to St. Louis, Chicago, and Grand Rapids. He purchased $19,000 dollars worth of furniture in Grand Rapids and St. Louis for the new hotel.

It will interest the owners of several unpaid bills around town (of whom we are which) to learn that S.C. Crapser, the drunken sign painter who decamped from here between two days, is working at his trade and drinking whiskey in Dallas.

The city council last evening listened to a lengthy argument by Dr. R.H. Harrison, of the G.H.& S.A. road, in favor of the establishment of a large railroad hospital here which could also be used for city patients and would be of great advantage to El Paso. No action was taken in the matter.

Yesterday afternoon a chicken fight was gotten up on El Paso street near San Francisco street. Two cocks were placed in the road and a large crowd gathered around to see the sport . . . 

An old man in an unconscious condition was picked up yesterday morning in the rear of the Versailles restaurant, El Paso street . . . he was taken to the room rented by the city as a temporary hospital . . . 

The city council met on Saturday evening . . . An ordinance was then introduced fixing the duties of the city engineer, and instructing him to erect monuments in different parts of the city, taking the stone monument at the intersection at the intersection of El Paso and San Francisco streets as an initial point. The salary of the engineer was placed ar $900 a year. The bill providing for the survey of the city and the drawing of a city map was postponed. The council then adjourned until Tuesday evening.

REPORT OF THE CONDITION

- OF -

THE STATE NATIONAL BANK
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El Paso is very orderly for a new city on the frontier.

A ball will be held at Schutz’ opera house next Wednesday evening.

A Sunday afternoon concert will be given to-morrow at the National.

The Hook and Ladder company No. 1 will hold a meeting this evening at the engine house.

Firemen who have been given badges have made a deposit of one dollar in the reserve fund of the companies,

That sale of the Times still drags and it begins to look as though the present owners would not be able to unload yet.

A herd of about one hundred horses was driven through this city yesterday. The animals are being taken to Silver City where they will be sold.

E. Medina, editor of El Progresista, leaves for the east on Monday to get the funds to start the daily paper he has in contemplation at Paso del Norte.

Many of the stores in the old adobe block on El Paso street will move out next week to make room for the two-story building of Parker, Irvin & Co., and others.

J.W. Knox has exchanged his farm, orchard, and vineyard near Chamberino, N.M., for a lot on El Paso street belonging to George Sauer, bookkeeper at Ketelsen & Degetau’s.

But fifteen of the members of the Light Guards have uniforms. For the parade on the Fourth those who have not regular uniforms will wear linen trousers and a light cloth helmet.

Yesterday afternoon McKelligon, of the Vault saloon, started to clean out a shot gun he keeps behind the bar. The weapon went off, completely demolishing the clock and some glassware on his shelf.

Work has already commenced on the cellar for W.A. Irvin & Co.’s new store on the west side of El Paso street. It is being dug in the rear of the adobe building now occupied by the El Paso bakery.

It is reported in town, on what is said to good authority, that a large union passenger depot for all the roads that center here will be built on the site of the Southern Pacific depot. The officials of the S.P. road deny all knowledge of the subject.

The old man who was found in an insensible condition on El Paso street last Tuesday died last evening in the room in the rear of the Bank Exchange saloon that is used as a temporary hospital . . . 

Beneke and Pierce have just received a complete assortment of general hardware and their store is undergoing the process of “filling up.” . . . the finest assortment of general hardware, tools, stoves, etc. ever seen in the southwest.

The Parlor Saloon

Cor. El Paso and San Antonio streets

is the place to get the best

Mixed Drinks

WINES AND CIGARS

In El Paso

Lone Star Locals -- Vol. IX - No. 33

Wednesday, July 4, 1883

Ball to-night at Schutz’ opera house.

Each company of the fire department will probably have a separate building.

Mayor Magoffin has commenced the building on his lot on El Paso street next door north of White & Davis.

A frame building is being erected on the northwest corner of San Antonio and Oregon streets. It will be occupied as a grocery store by Manuel Ainsa.

P.C. Dunne has sold out his restaurant on El Paso street to Jack Krater, who is having a new front put in the building and other improvements made.

The fire companies and the turners will parade at five o’clock this afternoon. After the procession City Attorney Buckler will make a short speech at the plaza.

L.H.L. Williamson has bought out Bank Exchange saloon. He will take out the partition between the bar and the present gambling room and put billiard tables in the rear.

The Light Guards will not take part in the parade this afternoon. The members of the company have shown indifference in drilling of late and so the project was abandoned at the last moment.

The county surveyor’s office has received from the land office a large new map of El Paso county. It measures 4x6 feet and is an exact copy of the official map of the county at Austin. It cost $35.

Lieutenant T.W. Symons, of the engineer corps, arrived in El Paso on Monday to represent the American government in the resurvey to be made of the boundary between this country and Mexico.

A hack is now being run free between the railroad depots and all parts of the city. The driver had some trouble with the transfer company and runs his hack free to injure the company’s business and make it reduce prices.

Considerable attention was attracted by a drunken man yesterday afternoon who resisted arrest. He had his arms tightly clasped around the lamp post on the corner of San Antonio and El Paso streets and defied the officer to take him away. Re-enforcements arrived and he was taken to jail.

County Surveyor Blanchard has in his office for sale a number of maps of Alexander’s new addition to El Paso, which borders on the north side of the Satterthwaite addition and includes all that part of the city to the east, west and north of the reservoir. The map is complete, showing up the ownership of every block. Address: W.B. Blanchard, Ysleta, or P.E. Kern, El Paso.

George Speck will open out his new saloon in a day or two. He expects to do so to-day but has been disappointed in receiving his sideboards from the east, his new billiard tables came in the other day over the T. & P. rod in eight days from St. Louis and not by express either. His side-boards are out from Cincinnati since June 18th and nothing heard from them yet. LATER. The sideboards arrived last night and the house will be opened to-day.

The flag which was purchased for the city, to celebrate the advent of the S.P. road over two years ago, was only yesterday turned over to the marshal. Joseph Schutz sent to New York for it and a subscription was started to pay for it. Only $15 was raised, however, and Mr. Schutz paid the balance of $40 and kept the flag. Yesterday he concluded to turn it over to the city and so sent for marshal Boring and presented it to him as the city’s representative, though why the marshal was selected instead of the mayor to represent the city is a conundrum. It is a handsome blue silk flag 4½x6 feet, with gold fringe, and the lone star of Texas, surrounded by the wreath of oak and olive, in the centre. It is a beauty and can be seen in the fireman’s procession this afternoon.

The Board of Trade met at the city council rooms on Monday evening . . . 
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The Light Guards fired a salute of sixty guns on Wednesday evening.

The wagon road between this city and Isleta was made very muddy by the rain on Thursday.

Lieutenant Symons and the Mexican officers of the boundary line commission will leave this city next week.

The front of the new block on El Paso street opposite the Windsor hotel is completed. The cornice was put on yesterday.

There is heavy competition between the drivers of the busses for the rival hotels at the depots when the passenger trains arrive.

On Wednesday evening the members of Hose company No. 2 were given a very excellent dinner at the Diamond G. restaurant.

The work of pulling down the old adobe buildings on El Paso street, on the site of which the new two-story block is to be erected is going on rapidly.

It was extremely lucky that no fire occurred in this city on the Fourth. Almost everybody imagined that there would be some serious conflagration.

A hack driver from this city was arrested yesterday on the other side of the river for not having a license. He was released upon stating that the men with him were friends whom he would charge nothing for the ride.

The Fourth was celebrated in this city by a parade, speeches, and fireworks. At half past four in the afternoon the procession composed of the Turnverein, the two Hose companies and the Hook and Ladder companies headed by the El Paso band, left the headquarters of the fire department on East Overland street and marched up El Paso street to the plaza. A large crowd had already assembled here to see the parade and hear the addresses. Mayor Magoffin opened the proceedings by a short oration, complimenting the members of the fire department and introducing City Attorney Buckler. This gentleman said that he would not read the Declaration of Independence that was well known by everybody. He made some remarks on the subject of the Declaration and then spoke of the general prosperity of the United States, and especially of Texas that he predicts will ere long be the empire state of America. He then paid tribute to our growing city, referred to the enterprise shown by our leading citizens and to the bright future in store for us. He thanked the fireman for the good work they have done for the city. Judge Blacker then made a brief address, calling at the end to the band to play “Dixie.” Major Rand was then called to the stand and made a few remarks about the general good feeling existing between the ex-federal and the ex-confederate soldier and to complete re-union of the country since the termination of the war. He went on to speak of the growth of El Paso and said that he would personally do everything in his power to build up the city. A short speech was delivered by Richard J. Hinton, after which the fireman and turners left the grounds. In the evening a number of bonfires were lighted in the principal streets and fire works were set off from many parts of the city.
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George Ashbridge will run the barber shop of the new Pierson hotel, as soon as that place is opened.

Another imbecile has gone into hysterics over the “rebel” flag which we had over THE LONE STAR office on the Fourth.

The members of the fire department have received their suits of rubber clothing for which a subscription was recently raised.

The Fashion barber shop has been enlarged by an addition in the rear containing a reading room. Two new barber chairs will be put in immediately.

A ditch has been ploughed from the corner of San Antonio and Oregon streets to the acequia to let off the pool of water that settled at that corner after the rain on Monday evening.

Mr. Collins of the Bell telephone company arrived in El Paso Sunday night for the purpose of putting up a telephone ex-change in this city. The wires and instruments have been shipped already and will be here in a short time.

A heavy rain fell on Monday afternoon and evening. The streets were soon filled with pools of water and several business houses in the old adobe block on El Paso street that are below the level of the side-walk were inundated.

The work on the foundation of W.A. Irvin & Co.’s new building on El Paso street is progressing rapidly. The adjoining building in the old adobe block, which is at present occupied by the City bakery will be demolished on Monday next.

The quarrel between the drivers of the hacks for the different hotels culminated on Monday evening in one of the men having the proprietor of the other omni-bus arrested for obstructing the side-walk. The complaint did not appear in the court the next day and the case was dismissed.

At the National theatre, Joe Morris and little Annie Morgan have been giving an excellent gymnastic performance. The little girl, who is but twelve years of age is a marvel of agility; the flying leap she makes from one trapeze to another at the other end of the hall would be a very daring feat for a gymnast of riper years and greater experience, and so young a child is really wonderful.

George Speck’s new saloon, adjoining his old stand before the El Paso street fire, is now the handsomest place of the kind in the city. The room is eighty-five feet deep by twenty-two feet front, with a club room twenty-two by thirty feet in the rear, and the walls are handsomely decorated with magnificent steel engravings in the very finest frames to be had anywhere. The bar is fitted up superbly, the two side-boards being by far the most elegant ever brought to this city and, the large crimson plush mounted chair provided for the comfort of the weary bar keeper is a new feature in bar room furniture in this country. The decanters, glasses and other ornaments of the sideboards are of the finest cut glass and the chandeliers which light up the room are polished brass which gives to the room at night an appearance of splendor that fairly dazzle the view. George has spared no expense in fitting up his new place and declares that he proposes to make it the favorite resort of the gentlemen of El Paso. His liquors and cigars are of the best quality, of course, as they always have been, and that fact alone is sufficient to draw a crowd at any time. Three of the best J.W. Balke and Brunswick billiard tables occupy the front room, while the club room in the rear is carpeted with handsome Brussels carpet and the walls adorned with handsome pictures. Not to be passed by without especial notice are the two handsome silver pitchers and salvers that ornament the sideboards. They cost $100 and one is of solid chased silver while the other is inlaid with flowers and mosaic work. Everything about the place is brand new and gives to the house an air of freshness which is very inviting on these warm days. If any other saloon to be started in El Paso within the next twelve months “gets off” with this, it must need be a stunner, sure. If you are a drinking man, reader, or if you only want a cool glass of lemonade, go around and patronize George Speck and see if we have overdrawn the picture of his elegant rooms. The new place, like the old is called the Senate.

Last night about 10 o’clock a party of men consisting of Nicholas Biddle, Howard J. Doughty, W.O. Burt, Dr. J. Mears, and George Horn visited the National theatre, and while there Doughty got drunk and insulted one of the actors on the stage and threw a glass at him from one of the boxes but was finally quieted. The party left the theatre and went to a house known as the “mansard roof,” where Doughty again raised a disturbance, breaking in the panel of a door with his pistol. Then proceeding to another house known as “No. 19,” they were occupied in drinking with the inmates when Jailor Wheat and Policeman Mode arrived, having been sent for by the occupants of the “mansard roof” to arrest the party . . . Almost immediately three or four shots were fired . . . Doughty pulled his pistol and fired. Mode was shot through both lungs and the heart and died . . . 
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Ed Scotten has taken the office of police-man left vacant by the murder of Thomas Mode.

No news yet from Doughty. The reward offered by the citizens amounts to $500. The governor has not been heard from.

Be sure to read the advertisement of Romero & Maxwell on this page. Their El Paso planing mill is one of the institutions of the city.

MURDER OF MODE

RESUMEN IN BRIEF

. . . Alice Abbott, proprietress of “No. 19,” . . .

$500 REWARD

[for Howard H. Doughty issued by Jos. Magoffin]
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P.A. Keller is erecting a residence on Santa Fe street.

Frank Schutz’ new restaurant will be opened in a few days.

The electric lights at the Fashion saloon will be used for the first time this evening.

P.E. Kern’s new store is nearly completed. It is one of the handsomest in the city.

The people of Isleta will be sorry to have the rangers who have been stationed there leave.

A champagne supper was given to the members of the Hose Co. No. 1 at the Senate last evening. 

A new wire has been stretched from the Southern Pacific depot to the Western Union telegraph office.

The members of Hose company No. 1 met last evening at their headquarters and adopted by-laws.

Jack Krater has purchased from Harrison & Grison the old Manning saloon on El Paso street.

A burglar entered the Casino saloon on San Antonio street, Saturday night and stole a few dollars from the till.

The City bakery has been removed to the building on El Paso street formerly occupied by Dunne’s restaurant.

The brick work on Mayor Magoffin’s building, next door to White & Davis’ on El Paso street, is nearly completed.

The brick block on the corner of El Paso and First street and the one near Ullmann’s furniture store are both nearly ready to be occupied.

The mayor’s office and city council rooms will soon be in the Boring building, West Overland street next to the office of THE LONE STAR.

The frame building formerly in the rear of the City bakery was removed this morning to a vacant lot on San Antonio street, near Mrs. Marsh’s building.

The officers let all the water run out of the acequia on Monday to try to find Burt’s revolver that had been dropped into it. The pistol was not seen, however, as it has gotten covered with the mud.

The recent rains have caused the foundation of the Presbyterian church to sink in such a manner as to crack the gable ends of the building. Workmen are now engaged in putting iron rods through the edifice to keep it from falling.

Work on the telephone exchange has not yet been commenced as the instruments and wires shipped from Chicago some time since have not yet arrived. The poles have already been received and the other things are expected in a few days.

The prisoners in the city jail are given a large plate of bread and meat in the morning that is supported to last them all day. Unless they lay the plate near them and watch it closely it is soon covered with rats and its contents are rendered unfit to eat.

The large sign of the Lightbody Dry Goods company, painted in huge letters over the 100 foot side on First street of the building the firm will occupy, is attracting attention. The new store will be opened by the latter part of this week or the beginning of next week.

THE MAYOR’ VETO

[re: increasing number of wards from three to six and defining their limits]

Go to the El Paso Dining Rooms and Bakery, El Paso Street, for Good Meals and Fresh Bread.

Sue Lee has opened a restaurant on the east side of El Paso street south of the Overland building. Board: $6 per week; 3 meals, $1; single meals, 50 cents. Every-thing first class
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Another Chinese opium joint has been opened in this city.

Hose companies No. 1 and No. 2 have moved into their new quarters.

The sidewalks along the principal streets in the city should all be made of the same height.

The cornice of the new Magoffin building on El Paso street was put in place yesterday.

The electric lights at the Fashion saloon were lighted for the first time on Thursday evening.

P.E. Kern will move into his new store, next door south of his present location, on Monday.

A guard is constantly kept in the hall of the Isleta jail in front of the cell occupied by Doughty.

The Lightbody Dry Goods company’s store will probably be opened by next Wednesday.

The electric light in front of the Fashion makes the lamps in the adjoining buildings look pale and yellow,

The streets in the city are not in very good condition at present as no work has been done on them recently.

There will be two performances every night next week, one at Schutz’ opera house and the regular show at the National.

The new buildings being put up in this city are all of a substantial character and will be very ornamental when completed.

One of the actors at the National theatre had his face cut in two places the other day while he was practicing with light swords.

The water furnished by the stove-pipe company, after having been slightly clearer for a short time, has become once more very muddy.

Jack Krater opened his new saloon, the St. Julian, this morning. It has been refitted and improved in many ways since he bought it.

A ball was given last evening at the teatro Juarez, Paso del Norte, in honor of Miss Smith. A large number of ladies and gentlemen were present.

The side walk in front of White & Davis, Lightbody & James’, and L. Meyer & Co.’s has been widened to the required width, or one-fifth as wide as the street.

The El Paso bakery and dining rooms, under the management of Frank Schutz, were opened yesterday morning. 

The Emmersons, who have been performing at the National theatre, leave to-morrow for Silver City to assume the management of the Globe theatre at that place.

The advance agent of the Nellie Boyd troupe arrived in town Thursday morning to make arrangements for the appearance of the company at Schutz’ opera house on Monday night.

The enterprising grocer, E.E. Lucaley publishes a new advertisement on the first page. At his store in the Sweeney block, El Paso street can be found a large line of staple and fancy groceries.

The reward of five hundred dollars offered by the citizens of El Paso for the capture of H.H. Doughty was collected last evening by Marshal S.W. Boring and given to Captain McMurray, of the rangers.

There is a great scarcity of ice in the city, owing to the fact that no natural ice has been received here for sometime although a carload is on the road. The ice factory has not been able to produce enough to supply the demand. Many of the restaurants and saloons are entirely out of ice to-day.

Hose company No. 1 had a trial test of speed last evening by running from the headquarters of the fire department on East Overland to the plug on San Francisco street near the office of Houck & Dieter. The time consumed, including the preparations and fixing the hose to the plug, was seventeen minutes and forty-seven seconds.

The telegraph operators of this city have received orders to take no through dispatches to the eastern states . . . on account of the strike . . . 

At a late hour last night a man attempted to crawl into the window of the house of ill fame on Utah street known as No. 555 . . .
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A lunch stand has been opened in the Casino beer hall.

The iron front for W.A. Irvin & Co.’s new building arrived this morning.

A new side walk has been laid on the east side of El Paso street, north of San Antonio.

The streets have been in a deplorable condition since the rain last Saturday evening.

A benefit will be given to the Emmersons at the National theatre to-morrow evening.

A conductor now rides on the street cars between the bridge and the stables and collects the fares of the passengers.

P.E. Kern has moved his stock into his handsome new store. He will soon have the place illuminated by electric lights.

The city council rooms were moved on Monday to the building on West Overland street adjoining the office of THE LONE STAR.

A sign posted in the Western Union telegraph office reads: Messages taken to-day are subject to delay and to mailing if necessary.

The lower part of the new Bassett building, El Paso street, which is being fitted up for a store for Goodpaster, Anderson & Co. is nearly ready to be occupied. It is one of the most handsomely finished store rooms in the city.

The instruments for the telephone exchange which were shipped over three weeks ago from Cincinnati, O., have not yet been received here. Work was commenced yesterday of fixing the poles so that they can be planted as soon as the wire arrives.

The fire department received yesterday one thousand feet of hose, fatigue caps, and uniforms for the new hose company, No. 3, of which Maxwell is foreman and Mitchell assistant foreman. All that is now needed for the new company is the hose carriage and the bell, which are on the way.

The council met on Monday evening . . . An ordinance was passed directing the city engineer to make a map of the city and to set stones at the intersection of all streets . . . Bills presented for the hacks used at Mode’s funeral, for digging his grave, and for photographs taken of Doughty were allowed . . . Other bills including one of $150 for Mode’s coffin, shroud, etc. . . . The bill of $600 presented by the water works for the use of the fire plugs for the quarter . . . authorized to purchase from J.B. Leahy two acres of land, for $100 and acre to be used for a burying ground for paupers . . . allowing the telephone company to build a line in the city inside of sixty days . . .

On Monday evening the Nellie Boyd dramatic company opened at the Schutz’ opera house in a melodrama entitled Solomon Isaacs. The piece, which is highly sensational, was calculated to show off to perfection the excellent acting of Nellie Boyd as the heroine, and of several members of the support, which is really excellent . . . The audience was large and demonstrated its approval by frequent applause. Last evening the well-known drama “Led Astray” was produced and to-night “Article 47” will be put on the boards.

DOUGHTY’S STORY
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A negro baile was held last evening at the Valley house, East Overland Street.

Mayor Magoffin will veto the water bill at the session of the council this evening.

The frame work of Lane’s new building on West Overland street is nearly completed.

East Lynne will be produced to-night at Schutz’ opera house by the Nellie Boyd company.

The building next door north of the Chief saloon will soon be opened by Loeb Bros. as a queensware and crockery store.

The front of the upper portion of the theatre building, adjoining Ullmann’s store is being torn down and will be fitted up as a produce store.

Dr. H.L. Bingham left the city this morning for a four weeks trip to the leading towns of New Mexico. On his return he will open a dentist office over the IXL store.

The firemen of Hose Co. No. 1 had a practice run on Wednesday evening from their quarters to the plug near the ice factory. They are getting into excellent practice and make good time.

Several of the German carp placed in the river last winter by the government and the state fish commissioners have recently been found in the acequia and killed. They are still small, as it takes about three years for the fish to obtain its full growth.

The Nellie Boyd troupe produced “Article 47” on Wednesday evening, “Miss Moulton” on Thursday and “A Celebrated Case” last night. The plays have all been well performed and have drawn good houses, although the attendance has not been so large as on the first night.

The Western Union telegraph company has posted cards in this city saying that $500 reward will be paid for the arrest and conviction of anybody cutting or damaging in any way the telegraph lines. These placards were gotten out because some of the striking operators have been cutting the wires in the eastern states.

There has been a great deal of music in the streets during the past week. Besides the two regular bands we always have here, those of the National theatre and of the Fashion saloon, the actors of Nellie Boyd’s troupe have been parading the streets playing. These men all wear high silk hats and look peculiar on this frontier on that account.

CANDIDATES FOR THE COUNCIL

If you want to rent a house go to Gist, Eskins & Co., over First National bank.
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El Paso county contains 8,188 square miles. Of the 226 counties of Texas, but four are larger than El Paso.

The iron front of the new building on El Paso street opposite San Antonio street has been put in place and the brick work is advancing rapidly.

Several Chinamen have been ordered by the marshal to clean hog pens and other filthy places back of their wash houses that created a stench.

A sneak thief broke the window of Himann’s restaurant, San Antonio street on Sunday night and stole some clothes laying near the aperture he had made.

The cross pieces of the telephone poles have been received here. The instruments which were shipped at the same time from the east are now expected daily.

Kohlberg Bros., dealers in cigars and tobacco will move their stock of goods in a few days to the building on San Antonio street formerly occupied by L. Meyer & Co.

The police of this city are making strenuous efforts to break up the practice of carrying arms . . .

Last evening at about seven o’clock the entire northern side of the El Paso Transfer company’s stable fronting on the S.P. track fell in, leaving the place a total wreck. Luckily all the horses that have stalls on that side were being watered at the time, so the only injury done was to the building which was an adobe structure.

Many owners of city property have experienced difficulty in determining the exact boundaries of their lots, owing to the slight differences existing between the several surveys made of the city. These divergences are a matter of no little importance on the principal thoroughfares, where the value of a foot or even a few inches of land is considerable. Judging by the care being taken in the present survey and the permanent marks placed at every street intersection, it is probable that it will be exact and no questions can in future be raised about the corners of streets. The city engineer runs the line several times between each stone he fixes in the ground and no mistake of over a very small fraction of an inch can be made.

MAYOR’S REMONSTRANCE

PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYOR CALLING

AN ELECTION IN THE CITY

OF EL PASO

CANDIDATES FOR THE COUNCIL

There is but one way to get pure water in this city: and that is by ordering the El Paso Transfer Company’s water wagon to call at your house every day. Enough drinking water for an ordinary sized family can be had for Five Cents a day.

The Parlor Saloon

Cor. El Paso and San Antonio streets is the place to get the best.
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Strieby & Russell have decided to go out of business.

J. Gist intends to give up the real estate business shortly.

A large number of residences are going up in the northern part of town.

S.C. Slade, Juan Hart, and J.H. Bate are now sole proprietors of the Times.
The Magoffin building on El Paso street is now being plastered the other work being finished.

The telegraph lines from this city were grounded by the storm last night and no business could be done over them.

A club for the purpose of giving Germans was organized on Thursday evening by a number of society gentlemen.

Sydney Shaw Eaddy has been given the position of editor of the Times, vice Hinton “resigned.” He will take charge in few days.

 P. E. Kern the jeweler presented yesterday a handsome clock to the Trinity M.E. church. The church members feel very grateful for the gift.

The room at the American house occupied by Mr. Chambers, who is here to put up the telephone line, was entered by a burglar the other night and thirty-five dollars in cash were stolen.

The Times management have gotten rid of that incubus upon the paper’s prosperity, Richard J. Hinton. By intimating to him that his resignation of the position of editor would be accepted. They let him down easy.

El Paso is one of the only cities in this section where the proprietors of Chinese opium, dens need fear no fines nor imprisonment. As a natural consequence the Chinese like El Paso and flock in here in large numbers.

Telegraph Operator O’Dowd, who has been taking the press dispatches in this city, left his desk yesterday to join the strikers. He is a member of the brotherhood of the brotherhood and had been notified by the body to leave his position at once.

An electric lamp was placed in the jewelry store of P.E. Kern on Wednesday evening, and will be run by the engine in the Fashion saloon. An effort was made to connect it with the engine with ordinary wire but it proved a failure, and an order has been sent east for some regular wire.

On Wednesday evening a mass meeting was held on the main plaza. It had been announced simply as the workmen’s meeting . . . 
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The iron and plate glass for the front of Schuster’s new building have arrived and are being put in place.

The Rescue is the name of a little sheet being gotten out daily in the interest of the citizen’s reform committee.

It is currently reported that the firm of Wm. B. Hooper & Co., which is about to close out its business here, has lost about $25,000 in this city during the past two years.

Doorkeepers were stationed at the entrance of Schutz’ opera house last evening to see that men who were known to be supporters of the citizens’ reform ticket should not enter.

At The National theatre the following new performers appear this week: William and Claudia Mitchell and Ida Carlisle, song and dance people, and Langdon & Perry, comedians.

Sidney Shaw Eady assumed the editorial management of the Times on Monday. A change will be made on the local force next week, a man named Burns taking the position of J.H. Flint, resigned.

The electric light in the Fashion saloon stopped working suddenly on Sunday evening, leaving the place in total darkness and creating considerable confusion. The machinery was soon gotten in order again and is now working smoothly.

About seventy-five men met at Schutz’ opera house last evening in response to a call from the committee of the working-men’s party . . .

AN ANSWER—JOSEPH MAGOFFIN

For Sale

The Marsh Ranch located about three miles east of El Paso, consisting of about 175 acres—40 under cultivation; 3,000 bearing grape vines and grafted fruit, a dwelling that cost in the neighborhood of $6,000, situated in a beautiful grove. Perfect title. Will be sold for $5,000; one-half down, and the balance on easy terms

Also, 90 by 868 feet on East Overland street, block 13, at $5 per foot, $3,150.

Also, 400 acres, consisting of the heaviest belt of timber in the Canutillo, and a switch for removing the same, situated about twelve miles north of El Paso.

Also, Anthony Station, consisting of 640 acres; over 150 under cultivation.

The last two tracts will only be sold together, at $4 per acre.

Also, in the city a Block 120 ft., price $12,000. This is a good investment. It pays 18 per cent a year.

Apply to WM. D. MARSH
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Robinson’s circus is coming to El Paso shortly.

The fire department has received a large bell, weighing a thousand pounds.

The fire department building on East Overland street is being repainted.

Kohlberg Brothers cigar dealers, have moved their stock into their handsome new store on San Antonio street.

An open air performance was given on San Antonio street to-day by a mountebank who set fire to cotton and then put it in his mouth.

The bonds authorized to be issued for the sewage and drainage of the city arrived yesterday and are now in the possession of the city clerk.

Dr. H.L. Bingham, dentist, publishes a professional card in another column. He has just opened a handsome office in the Burton building.

The new wholesale grocery firm of Goodpaster, Anderson & Co. are now receiving their stock. They will be ready to open up next week.

During the past few days the police have been collecting the regular monthly fines from the gamblers and prostitutes. The former pay $28.70 and the latter $6.70.

On Thursday evening the drapery over the mirror back of the Fashion saloon caught fire from a lamp. It was extinguished before the wood work had gotten ignited.

One of the actresses of the National theatre sings a song advocating the erection of a monument to General Lee, which creates great enthusiasm among our southern men.

The dam above the town on the other side of the river was broken yesterday by order of the jefe police of Paso del Norte to whom Col. Russell and Benigno Alderete, the commissioners from Isleta, had made a complaint.

Some of the merchants and business men of Paso del Norte recently formed a board of trade and decided in future to take the American dollar for only eighty-five cents in Mexican money. As the merchants across the river are entirely dependent upon those of this side, this decision will probably not be abided by very long.

Lightbody & James have secured from St. Joseph, Missouri, a new man to take charge of their tailor shop, who, they confidently assert is the best cutter ever employed in this city. They are now prepared to make up all styles of suits, and invite their customers to leave their orders.

The expenses of our municipal government for the salaries of the police, the city attorney, the health officer, the city engineer, the city clerk, amount to about $1,500 a month. Unless this large expense can be reduced the city will not be able to devote any money to the contemplated improvements.

The new firm of Loeb Bros., which is about to open in this city, will carry a large stock of crockery, china, glassware, and other goods in the same line. They inform us that their assortment will be as complete and select as can be found any-where in the country and that they get everything from first hands, in order to be able to sell at prices to compete with eastern houses.

Kohlberg Bros. are evidently getting ready for business, having moved their stock to the large, brink store opposite the Fashion on San Antonio street, where they expect to meet all their old friends and patrons. They now have the desired locality and lovers of the fragrant weed will always find their stock of cigars and tobaccos the most complete and best selected to be found anywhere. They make a specialty of fine imported and Key West cigars. Their long filler, full stock 5-cent cigar can not be beaten.
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The telephone instruments which were shipped from Cincinnati on the 20th ultimo have not yet arrived.

The bootblacks of this city have checques good for one shine which they give as change for a quarter. The holder, however, has no guarantee that he can ever find the bootblack again, of if he does, that the checque will be taken.

Two thieves entered Mrs. Lane’s lodging house, near the Southern Pacific depot . . .

At about four o’clock yesterday afternoon the crowd standing around the voting place in the second ward was startled by hearing two revolver shots fired in rapid succession in the courtyard of the Overland building . . .

THE RESULT [of the election]

Dr. H.L. Bingham, Dentist

Office Burtons Building

Over IXL Store
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The Rescue now appears as an afternoon daily with J.M. Scanland as editor.

A very pleasant concert was given in the Central hotel on Thursday evening for the benefit of the Catholic church.

The telegraphers’ strike is practically over. The striking operator in this city will return to his work in about four or five days.

The city engineer is engaged to-day in surveying San Antonio street and placing monuments at the intersections of other streets.

The cart for Hose Co. No. 3 was received on Thursday. It is named the C.L. Pierce, in honor of the chief of the fire department.

The bodies of the soldiers buried near Fort Bliss are being disinterred by order of the government. They will be shipped to Fort Snelling.

The old adobe building on El Paso street occupied by Mundy’s butcher shop is being torn down and a handsome place will be erected in its stead.

The old adobe pillars in front of the two buildings south of those just torn down on El Paso street have been painted in imitation of brick. A great improvement.

Large quantities of grapes grown in this vicinity are now being sold by peddlers and fruit dealers. The grape crop was very large this season in this county and across the river.

Roberts, Goodpaster & Co., a large grocery firm of Kansas City, have opened their branch house in this city. They occupy the new Bassett building and have filled the lower story with a large stock of new goods in their line.

The Bank Exchange has changed hands and is now known as Williamson’s place. People that like a quiet house should call. It is strictly first class.
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Hose company No. 2 had a practice dill last evening.

Many restaurants and saloons ran out of ice on Sunday.

The lots on Leahy’s burying ground east of town are now offered for sale.

Dr. E.L. Beaumont has removed from the main plaza to the Barton building.

Ashford & Furlow have decided to close out their grocery store on San Antonio street.

On Monday evening the transparency in front of the National theatre caught fire and created a panic for a few minutes. It was rapidly extinguished.

The water furnished by the water works is but little better than liquid mud. At times it is so bad that it leaves a deep coating of dirt on anything it is left in, and it is impossible to wash in it.

The instruments for the telephone exchange have finally arrived after a long delay and the telephone will be in operation in about four weeks. The central office will be over the Lightbody Dry Goods Co.’s store on El Paso street.

Lieutenant Flipper, the colored officer who was cashiered from the army a year ago last October for defrauding the government of $4,253.80 has again gotten himself into trouble, this time about a woman. The case is complicated as all parties concerned bring serious charges against each other and their statements vary widely. Hudson Woodruff, husband of the woman with whom Flipper is said to have been on too intimate terms, says he was a corporal in the 10th cavalry at the time Flipper was an officer. He says he has been aiding Flipper in every way to regain his position, having paid his lawyers’ fees and boarded him for the past nine months, for which he has not yet been paid. The night before last he claims to have caught Flipper and his wife in flagrante delicta and to have ordered both to leave his house. This they did, both going to a neighbor’s to stop. This morning his wife threw a large stone at him, cutting his head severely being actuated in the matter by Flipper’s advice. The ex-lieutenant then followed him around the streets, carrying a revolver and threatening to kill him. Flipper claims that after he was cashiered from the service he went to live with a friend at Paso del Norte and only came to the city to live with Woodruff at the latter’s earnest solicitation and the promise that he would be boarded free until his efforts to regain his rank in the army were crowned with success. He denies having threatened Woodruff until after the latter had attempted to kill his wife and save the man’s story about having seen him with her the night before last is ridiculous as it was a matter of impossibility for Woodruff to have seen him from the place where he claims to have been, and that the fellow is a “professional villyan” who wants to blackmail him. He makes the following serious charges against him: “Woodruff is working at the Acme saloon and is in the habit of bringing home liquor and cigars and peddling them without a license, the presumption is that they are stolen. About two months ago a man working for the El Paso Transfer company was knocked down in an alley and robbed of a silver watch. A short time after Woodruff brought me a watch on which was engraved J. or James Porter and asked me to efface the name, which I did. He claimed to have been given the watch by a tramp, whose fine he had paid in the mayor’s court. He keeps a gambling establishment in his own house and deals poker and monte there. When I left the service some money was due me by soldiers to whom I had loaned small sums. I wrote to the adjutant on the subject and he answered that the colonel had directed him to collect the money on pay day and forward it to me. As no money came, I wrote to the man, who said it had been sent. I notified the post-mistress not to allow any one to take my mail without an order. Woodruff applied again for my mail and the postmistress threatened to have him arrested. I am told that a few days previous to this he went to a certain woman’s house with a bundle of letters and opened several in her presence and took money from one, tearing up the letter. She afterwards examined the pieces of envelope and saw it was for me. Woodruff is a fugitive from justice from Kentucky or West Virginian where he killed a man. He enlisted for safety; this I know on his own statement and on that of other enlisted men who knew him for years before he enlisted. I know that when he had some difficulty some time ago he gave the woman he has been living with forty dollars to swear she was married to him. The man is unreliable in every particular.” Woodruff denies that, any money was ever sent to Flipper from Ft. Davis and claims that the woman admitted her guilt. The woman was fined this morning in the mayor’s court for striking her husband and Flipper will be tried to-morrow for breaking the peace and will commence prosecuting Woodruff as soon as his own case is decided.

DEATH OF JEREMIAH BLACK

El Paso Cemetery

All persons desiring lots for burial purposes in the El Paso Cemetery will please apply to Messrs. Emerson & Berrien; El Paso, or J.B. Leahy, Concordia.
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The Pierson hotel will probably be opened next week.

The water furnished by the water works is slightly clearer.

The Rescue has suspended publication for lack of support.

The telephone lines are going up rapidly in all parts of the city.

Fifty subscribers have already been gotten for the telephone exchange.

Several water plugs were turned on yesterday afternoon to clear the pipes of mud.

There will be three new performers at the National next week, the Lamoths and Pearl Ardine.

The new brick block of Irvin & Co., F. Parker, and White and Hardy is progressing rapidly. It is always up to the second story.

The electric lights at the Fashion saloon have been started up again. They were not used for some time, owing to a break in the engine.

The line of street railway on San Antonio street will be commenced in about a month and will be completed as rapidly as possible.

Charles Gallagher has sold his ranch north of the city to Mundy and will go to Silver City to try to dispose of a bunch of horses he recently purchased.

City Engineer Parker has been engaged this morning placing the monuments in the middle of El Paso street, opposite West Overland, and through the business part of the city.

Loeb Bros. have not yet opened their china store on El Paso street. Their stock is arriving in large quantities daily and their store is gradually being gotten into shape for the opening.

Ex-Lieutenant Flipper was fined $5 and costs in the mayor’s court on Thursday morning for assault and battery upon Hudson Woodruff; he stoutly denied that he committed the offense charged.

The authorities are trying to restrict the bagnios to one section of the city. All the women living in any other quarter have been notified to move. If they remain, suit will be brought against the owners of the buildings.

A gentleman from Chicago who is stopping in this city was severely bitten yesterday morning by a dog whose owner lives in the adobe hut back of the Barton building . . .

The troubles between ex-Lieutenant Flipper, Hudson Woodruff, and the woman Vina Woodruff are not yet over. Vina went to the city officers yesterday in a very lachrymose condition to inform them that Woodruff had broken open her trunk and taken from it sundry articles of apparel belonging to her. It is thought that the man only took his own clothes which she had packed up with the intention of presenting them to the gay lieutenant. The officers did nothing the console Vina and she retired very mad.

Sheriff White has just closed the store of I.M. Jones & Co., on attachment in favor of Joseph Hoffman and against Louis and Isidore Meyer, partners under the firm name of L. Meyer & Co. Amount claimed, $41,648. L. Meyer & Co. last week failed and assigned their stock over to L.M. Jones & Co. The same firm made an assignment in Tucson to their bookkeeper; but the sheriff there also closed them on attachment.
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The Pierson house will probably not be opened before the 15th proximo. About $4,000 worth of furniture has already arrived and has been placed in the rooms up stairs. The rest is expected in a short time.

Can any one explain the peculiar smell and taste of the water from the water works for three days past? The river is not low enough to allow it to stagnate in the stream and yet it tastes, smells, and operates exactly like stagnant water. We believe it to be poisonous.

Council Proceedings

The new city council held a meeting on Saturday night . . . committees were appointed . . . Notice was received from Col. Fletcher, commanding officer at Fort Bliss, stating he has orders to remove the bodies of soldiers from the military grave-yard in the city and to fence in the ground claimed by the government . . . A petition from Joseph Sweeney complaining of the manner in which the city engineer is establishing his corners . . . A communication was received from chief of fire department stating that the water company still owes the city three fire plugs and recommending that they be established north of the S.P. track . . . Several bids for building bell tower for the fire department were read . . . the lowest being that of Joseph Lane for $145. An ordinance was introduced by Bassett and referred, order-ing city engineer to remove obstructions from streets, and notifying S.C. Slade to remove his house from Utah street within 90 days . . . The city engineer was ordered to stop setting corner stones and report to the council . . . the question of voting $10,000 in bonds for building a city hall and jail and $5,000 for a hospital . . .
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The telephone poles have been placed in position along the principal streets.

Mr. O’Dowd, the Western Union operator who joined the strike, has refused to take the required oath and will not work for the company.

It appears as though the water works could not furnish clear water for more than a day at a time. The water yesterday was very good but to-day it is bad as ever.

S.C. Slade and Conant left here on Thursday evening for Topeka to try to arranger to have the prize fight between Slade and Mitchell take place at Paso del Norte.

John Dougher and O.T. Bassett have resigned their seats as members of the city school board on account of their election to the city council. They were elected about a year ago for four years.

On Wednesday evening the water works turned off all the water in the old reservoir. The water came down El Paso street and settled in pools in different places. The street is still very muddy in the principal business part.

Mr. Medina has just returned from Chihuahua and brings the intelligence that the governor refuses to allow Slade and Mitchell to fight in the state—a proof that he has more sense of decency than the extremely moral managers of the Times newspaper.

Some trouble occurred in the brothel known as 444 on Wednesday night . . .

City Engineer Parker filed this morning with the city clerk a map of the portion of El Paso street where it is proposed to cut a new street to connect with Sonora the direct line of the latter street would cut on 14 and a half feet of the Look building, occupied Williamson’s saloon, and all of Mrs. Parkers’ building but it is doubtful if even this will be done as the city cannot afford to pay out a large sum for the property and the money would have to be raised by private subscription. The lot desired is considered worth about $18,000.
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The prisoners are cleaning the streets.

The State National bank is now a designated U.S. depository.

Some of the alleys in the city are in a very unhealthy condition. The stench arising from them after nightfall is most disgusting. This should be attended to at once.

Sheriff White has completed an inventory of the goods of L. Meyer & Co., that are to be sold on the 7th inst. The assets of this firm will not begin to liquidate their liabilities.

The marshal is having a good dog pound built on Santa Fe street, back of THE LONE STAR office and is going to wage relentless war upon the canine population, in obedience to late instruction from the city council.

The mayor and city physician were down below the city yesterday looking around for suitable site for a pest house. Two places are suggested—one at Concordia and one at the foot of the hills northeast of the city.

The street commissioner threatened to have the water company fined for committing a nuisance by emptying the mud from the reservoir upon the public street last Wednesday; but up to the present time he has not done so.

Judging from appearances, it would seem that the telephone company will soon have its wires in full operation. The poles are arranged to carry sixty wires. It is to be hoped that this enterprise will receive hearty support from the business men of El Paso. It deserves it.

The attention of the street commissioner is called to the condition of El Paso street. A few months ago it was as smooth as a race course and to-day it is so full of holes that it is impossible to drive over it in a trot. A little gravel judiciously distributed would make it all right.

As an indication of the importance of the Mexican trade by this city we will state that one firm this week sold a bill of 79 cases of dry goods to a single firm in the interior of Mexico. The salesman was Isaac Blumenthal, with B. Schuster & Co., and it is not a very uncommon thing for him to do either.

Johnnie Evans, under contract with the government, set to work this morning with a corps of men to exhume the bodies buried in the old cemetery, on the hillside above town. They number 72, are mostly unknown and are to be reinterred at Fort Selden, N.M. Most of the coffins were found to be in a bad state of preservation.

What a blessing it would be to pedestrians, at this season of the year, if the streets of El Paso were well lined with shade trees. Nothing adds so much to the appearance of a city and makes a more lasting impression on the traveler than the sight of densely shaded streets. With abundance of cottonwood in easy reach, we could at a nominal cost have a beautifully shaded city in the next four or five years.

The Mundy brothers will complete their new market house in about six weeks. It is to be of brick, two stories high, fifty-two feet wide and one hundred and thirty-six feet long. The first story will be paved with cement and divided into a numerous stalls for the accommodation of butchers, green grocers, &c. The second story will be converted into twenty office rooms. The people of El Paso are to be congratulated on this much needed improvement. 

The local has been unable to ascertain what use is subserved by the so-called bridge at the crossing of West Overland and El Paso streets. A few months ago its use was very apparent, as the ends of the planks then stuck out in such a manner as to occasionally cripple a horse or break a wheel; but since then the whole bridge has been so covered with dirt and gravel that only an occasional glimpse of the plank can be had. If they were torn up they might serve to bridge some place that really needs it, or at least be used as kindling wood.

It is reported that the A.T.& S.F. will build its extension from Deming into Mexico.
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Attention is called to the advertisement in another column, of the El Paso Boarding & Lodging house on Stanton street, near the postoffice.

Street Arabs may look forward to active employment within the next few days, as the dog pound is rapidly approaching completion.

There is great complaint among the merchants at the delays they are experiencing in receiving their goods from the east. Freights are unaccountably slow over all the roads and the consequent annoyance and loss of trade, is the cause of more than one wry face and sour humor.

Complaint is made by those living just beyond the S.P. railroad track, back of the Central hotel, that the employees of the El Paso water works company in their endeavors to cut off the water, which they so thoughtlessly turned out of the reservoir inflicted a great damage on that neighborhood by stopping up the culvert under the railroad track, thereby making a large pond of stagnant water immediately before their doors. They desire that this nuisance be at once abated before sickness is brought on by it.
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Why is the new fire bell allowed to lie on the ground for four of five weeks instead of being put in position?

The State National bank now bears the legend “United States Depository” in letters of gold upon its plate glass windows.

The Masons are making a small addition to their temple. It is rumored that they intend putting up a fine structure soon.

Luke and Swain are going to open a first-class oyster saloon back of the billiard parlor of Geo. Williamson in about ten days. The building for the purpose in now being rapidly pushed to completion.

The Mexican consulate on San Antonio street has been draped in mourning in honor of the memory of the late Mexican prima donna Angela Peralta. Further funeral ceremonies will take place in honor of her memory as soon as official news is received of her decease.

The river is almost dry at this point and unless a rise occurs soon we are liable to suffer a death of that slime which Mr. Watts furnishes us at five cents a barrel. Pure crystal water is still plenty at five cents a bucket, however, and the wells around town show no signs of failing.

We have heard a good many complaints lately about the use of rubber slings by the boys in the streets of the city. These little instruments are considered so dangerous that most cities have ordinances against carrying them. Bullets from them have often proved fatal. Let our police warn the boys against their use.

The city council passed an ordinance to-day ordering an election to be held on the 2nd of October for the approval of the issuance of bonds to the amount of $15,000, $9,000 for the building of a jail and city offices, and $6,000 for the building of a pest house and hospital. A more detailed account will be given of these bills in our next issue.

The city council met yesterday at 10 a.m. . . . The bills for the hose carriage and fire bell were the largest . . . The contract for swinging the bell was given to G.S. Brower, his bid being the lowest.

Much to the disgust of the people, the pipes of the city water works have been vomiting liquid mud for the last twenty-four hours. This water as some would call it is wholly unfit for any purpose whatever and those not blessed with a well to their immediate neighborhood are experiencing very great trouble in getting sufficient water for ordinary use in their houses. Comparatively, very few can depend on the water cart to supply their needs as it already has as many patrons as it can possibly accommodate.

THE LATE CAPTAIN EBLEN

Kohlberg’s old stand on the Little Plaza has been reopened as a beer hall. Lovers of good Ice Cold Beer, Lemonades and good Cigars should call.

The City Market El Paso Street, has already secured a large share of the business of the city. For Fresh Beef, Fish, Game &c, give J.R. Krater & Co. a call.
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The water works people say they have cleaned out the mains. This may be so, but the water has not been very much improved by the operation. While it is a little clearer than it was during the first part of the week there is still room for vast improvement.

The attention of the police is called to the number of boys seen nightly around the gaming tables in this city. Some of these youngsters are not more than fifteen or six
teen years of age and should not be seen away from home after dark, much less in gambling saloons.

The Times still entertains hopes of the Slade-Mitchell fight coming off here.

A new oyster house has just been opened in the room adjoining the national theatre and christened the Oyster Bay.

Among the new enterprises started in El Paso, none is deserving of greater success than that of Messrs. Roberts, Goodpaster & Co., the new wholesale grocery firm which has just opened out in the Bassett building on El Paso street . . .

Go to the Beer Saloon, Little Plaza, near Central Hotel, and get a Glass of Good Beer. Ask the boss to show you his new rache.
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The hook and ladder company had a drill Monday night.

The street sprinkler can now take a rest for two or three days.

It is reported that Sam Schutz is going to open a wholesale grocery in the Schutz opera building.

Many stores along El Paso street were flooded by the heavy rain last night and presented quite a dismal appearance this morning. However, no great damage was done.

The front wall of the Presbyterian church is cracked again immediately over the entrance. The rain has probably caused the foundation to settle.

There is not a street in the city to-day that is passable. Mud, slush, and water reign supreme and many places look more like duck on ponds than city streets. 

One of the old adobe pillars on the west side of El Paso street has become so soaked with water around the base that it has settled down about a foot and is quite dangerous to passers by.

The last twenty-four hours have been a severe trial to people living under dirt roofs. Now that the rain is over, they can go out in the open air and let the roofs leak for a day or two. Luckily, there are but few of that class of roofs left in El Paso.

Messrs. Loeb Brothers have opened up on El Paso street just north of the Windsor hotel, a branch of business entirely new to this section of country. It is a china store . . .

The Columbia Saloon, Little Plaza, is rapidly becoming the resort of persons wishing a good glass of Beer, a Lemonade, or fine Cigar.
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The Rio Grande, thanks to the recent rains, is once again full.

There is no truth in the report that Mr. Morehead has sold sixteen lots in his addition.

The street sprinkler should be brought into requisition again. The dust is getting pretty bad.

We notice that a new restaurant has been opened in the Hague building on San Francisco street.

Ex-Lieutenant Flipper is bookkeeper and general manager in a laundry run by colored men in this city.

The El Paso market is at present, well supplied with an abundance of game and fish as well as the most luscious fruits. Fine fat venison can be found nearly every day at several of our meat stores.

The Mexican fruit vendors from the other side are given to the habit of trying to bring two or three cargoes of their fruit on one permit. In this way they seek to avoid paying duty but once.

There is said to be a scheme on foot to establish a smelter and reduction works here at an early day. Sufficient ground on which to erect the necessary buildings it is also said has been donated. They are to cost $50,000.

Strangers arriving here are surprised at the amount of building going on in the city at the present time, and the dimensions and costliness of the major portion of the stores in process of construction. Without doubt, the value of the improvements of that nature now being made here exceeds that of any other town in this section. This speaks volumes for the faith of our level-headed business men in the permanence of the present growth of the city and in its continued advance. A marvelous chance in the complexion of most of our streets, notably El Paso street, has been made within the last two years, nay, within the last year.—a change very gratifying to those who feel an interest in the welfare of the city. There can be little doubt now of El Paso’s reaching that commercial supremacy which at an early day THE LONE STAR predicted for it.

G.S. Brower, Contractor and Builder Shop on East Overland Street, near the American House Job work done neatly, with dispatch, and at reasonable rates.

Mrs. A.M. Bryant

Fashionable Millinery

East Overland Street
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We notice that many of our merchants are getting in large lots of fall goods. In some places the sidewalks are almost blockaded by bales and boxes.

The advance agent of the Robinson’s circus arrived in the city last evening. The “big show” will be here about the 19th proximo. It will then go to Chihuahua.

The typos at the Times office refused to continue work Saturday evening until they were paid to date. They say this programme will be repeated next Saturday if their wages are not forthcoming.

The fire bell is to be swung at last. A belfry in which to suspend it is now being erected in front of the firehouse on Overland street. It will be completed in a day or so and the bell put in its place.

To the man inquiring for “the fellow who put that piece in the paper” it is well worth knowing that our editorial corps is now prepared for every emergency: The 40-odd rifles of the El Paso Light Guards have been stored in the rear part of THE LONE STAR building.

Paso del Norte is going to have a beautify plaza. The municipality of that place has begun improvement on their public park on a large scale.. Six thousand dollars, most of it fines collected from disorderly visiting Americans is to be expended in making the improvements.

The attention of the authorities is again called to the filthy condition of the alley between El Paso and Oregon streets. This alley is made the receptacle of large quantities of all descriptions of rubbish and indulging from the exhalations arising from it after nightfall one can readily believe than no small quantity of food water and slops are thrown into it from the adjoining houses.

George Look and Seth Swain will open their new oyster saloon and restaurant, situated in the rear of Doc Williamson’s billiard parlor, next Saturday evening. This establishment will be first class in all its appointment: the place will be furnished with taste of elegance, the services of a first class cook have been accepted and the attention given visitors will be prompt and courteous.

It is now definitely settled that the Pierson hotel will be opened early in the next month, under the management of Superintendent Campbell of the S.P. railroad. The house is thoroughly equipped from cellar to garret with every modern appliance. The furniture is of the latest pattern and is elegant in every detail. The cuisine will be first-class. Rooms will not be rented to residents but will be kept exclusively for transient custom. The management states that every room in the house could have already been filled by people living in the city.
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George Ashbridge has opened in the Pierson hotel a new and elegant barber shop. It is complete in all its appointments.

Alport, formerly a steward at the Central will open a first-class restaurant on the first of October, in the place just vacated by Strieby & Russell.

Strieby & Russell, the furniture dealers have removed from their old stand on San Antonio street to a new store on El Paso street next to the Loeb Bros.

Rumor hath it that a new daily will is started in town soon backed by English capital and the S.P. railroad, with Mr. Shaw-Eady for a figurehead. The more the merrier—for the printers.

Street Commissioner Marr is having all the holes and uneven places in the streets filled with gravel. The winter rains will make them compact and solid and by spring we will have first class thorough-fares that it will be a pleasure to drive over.

Antonio Gofree, the contortionist will remain at the National another week. Those who have not seen him should not loose this opportunity of seeing a most remarkable performance. He is certainly the finest artist of his class that has ever visited the west.

The Daily Times has changed its management once more for better or worse. Mr. Eady the present manager and editor steps down and out, he will be succeeded editorially by S.C. Slade, managerially by Capt. Bate. Mr. Hawkins local editor resigns in favor of Juan Hart.

The Lightbody Dry Goods & Carpet company have removed into the Magoffin building, on El Paso street next to White & Davis. They are receiving every day a general assortment of new goods and would be pleased to have their friends give them a call.

Strieby and Russell have moved next to Loeb Bros. with their large stock of furniture. If you wish a bargain in their line call at once.
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Many business men were seen on our streets to-day with pick and shovel trying to preserve their property from the encroachments of the water by letting it off through channels of their own making.

The front part of Ben Schuster’s store was invaded by the water at about 12:30 His corps of clerks with brooms and shovels soon stopped the tide in its onward course by damming up the doors while damning the flood.

The back yard of the Pacific hotel has been allowed to become so filthy that the people in its neighborhood made complaint. The proprietress, Mrs. Staly, was brought before the mayor this morning and fined for allowing the nuisance.

The adobe porch in front of the fireplaces of the Fenchler Bros. and I.E. Lawrence on El Paso street, came to the ground this afternoon. The foundation of the adobe column that supported it was washed out during the heavy rain about two weeks ago.

The rain has washed out the road bed of the street railway down near the river. The track is yet intact but the mules cannot be forced over the break. Consequently all travel by street car between El Paso and Paso del Norte is suspended for the time being.

Yesterday, the day for the vote on the issuance of bonds for the erection of a jail and city officer and hospital and pest house, came and went without great many people finding it out if we are to judge by the number of votes cast. There were three polling places. One at the fire engine house on Overland street, one at the hose company’s quarters on San Antonio, and the other one at O.T. Bassett’s office. The last two were not opened until late in the evening. 58 votes were cast for the issuance of $6,000 in bonds, with which to build hospital and pest house, 9 against it; 37 for issuance of $9,000 in bonds with which to build city jail and offices, 31 against it. So this last measure was lost . . . 

A friend of the Sisters of Loretto at San Elezario, who wishes to bring their school to the notice of the people of El Paso and surrounding country, writes as follows: “The Sisters have a large and well ventilated building, surrounded by fifteen or twenty acres used for garden and play ground. The air is pure and healthy. The oldest inhabitants of San Elizario have never seen a care of smallpox there. All who wish to send their little girls to a good school not far away, and at the same time out of reach of the so much dreaded disease, can easily do so, as this school is only twenty miles from El Paso by rail. Another reason why the people of El Paso ought to patronize this school is that the Sisters buy all their supplies here, which causes the money paid to them to return to our merchants instead of being sent out of the country. The Sisters in charge of the school are well qualified to fill the positions of teachers, being graduates in both English and Spanish. The best of care is taken of little girls by young ladies entrusted to them and they certainly deserve prosperity.” For terms of tuition the reader is referred to the advertisement of the school in another column.

Found!

Found, this morning on West Overland street one linen cambric handkerchief of blue figured border, with a small hole in one corner. In the diagonally opposite corner is the name “Magoffin.” The owner can have the same by calling at THE LONE STAR office and paying for this advertisement.

Call at the Fashion Barber Shop and see how nice John H. Moor will treat you.

Notice

Prof. Reis has secured a parlor in Mrs. Madden Hotel. El Paso Street. He is prepared to give first class instructions on the Piano. The patronage of the public is respectfully solicited.
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What has become of the dog pound?

The National theatre band has been giving street serenades.

The boot blacks reaped a regular harvest the last few days.

Another new paper is spoken of for El Paso. This time an advertising sheet giving local news.

Several inland seas of liquid mud have formed on San Antonio street and show no signs of drying up.

W.A. Irvin & Co. have commenced to move into their new building, and will occupy it by the 15th.

George Berliner has determined to leave El Paso for his old home in California. He will close up his business here.

The Central hotel addition will open by January 1st. The recent rains damaged some of the walls of the old building.

A number of soldiers from Fort Bliss have been spending their lease and leaving their money in El Paso during the week.

Mundy’s building is to be carried three stories high. Joseph Schultz will build to the adjoining corner also three stories high.

They tried to play the officers by a pretended difficulty in one of the stage boxes of the National Wednesday night. The latter were “fly” but the audience were treated to a genuine sensation.

A new game of billiards has been introduced in El Paso. Eight balls are placed upon the table, and whoever makes a run of fifteen by caroms on the eight balls first, wins. It looks easy but it is not as easy as it looks.

The Terpsichorean club gave a hop at the Central on Friday evening which was well attended by the young society people of El Paso. Some of the officers from Fort Bliss were present a series of germans soon.

This afternoon Webber’s express wagon, while turning through the mud from the corner of the El Paso laundry into West Overland street, upset and the driver, John Smith, was thrown over the horse’s head, under the wheels, and run over. He escaped owing to the soft mud, and the empty wagon. The wagon was completely wrecked.

The common council met last evening to canvas the election returns, which showed but 64 votes cast on the proposition to issue bonds. After some discussion, in view of the fact that the issue of bonds under the recent vote might be illegal, an ordinance was adopted providing for an election to be held on the 18th last. The new proposition to be submitted to voters is to authorize the issue of bonds to the amount of $6,000 for a pest house, $6,000 for a city jail and $4,000 for city offices.

The question of the location for a cemetery has been decided in favor of Old Fort Bliss by the purchase of burial grounds from Judge Leahy by the Masonic fraternity, the Catholic church, and the city government. Judge Leahy has filed with the county clerk a map of the land dedicated to this purpose, has already placed posts around families. He now is arranging for a large windpump to be erected in the centre of the cemetery for the purpose of furnishing water for irrigating the lots.

Through the courtesy of Mr. James Campbell, the proprietor of the new Pierson hotel, the reporter of THE LONE STAR was on Thursday shown through that institution, and in the interest of strangers visiting the city, as well as in that of the large class of our own citizens who live in hotels, we shall describe in brief what was seen. The building is situated on the corner of St. Louis and Stanton streets and is a handsome three-story brick surrounded on all sides by verandahs and surmounted by towers at the corners. There are 52 rooms for the guests, besides a two story addition adjoining the main building on the east, the second story, of which is used for sleeping apartments for the help and the first floor of which contains the bar and billiard room and the barber shop and bath house. The house throughout is handsomely furnished the parlor and bedroom sets having been purchased in the east through Mr. M. Ullmann, the El Paso furniture dealer. They are all of handsome black walnut and the parlor set is elegantly upholstered. The carpets are Brussell of elegant and chaste designs. Every room opens upon a veranda, thus affording an agreeable promenade. The barber shop, which is under the able and experienced management of George Ashbridge, is beautifully fitted with upholstered furniture, and the baths attached are luxurious in their appointments. It is certainly the finest thing of the kind in the southwest. The bar and billiard room are rooms and fitted up in style perfectly in keeping with the rest of the establishment, two excellent tables furnishing amusement to guests. The office is provided with every convenience that the science of modern hotel keeping can suggest. Electric bells communicate with every room and with every department, while all confusion is avoided to guests by the clever device of having two splendid clocks, one showing railroad and the other local time. The dining room can seat seventy guests with ease. The tables are polished and beautifully carved, while the side board, the prettiest in the west, glittering with crystal and silverware, is a marvel of art and taste combined. All the table furniture of heavy silverware exhibits artistic design in selection and arrangement. The kitchen and pantries are admirably suited to the requirements of an extensive hotel, the former being provided with a $600 range and the latter being cool and well ventilated. Street cars pass by the door, running to Paso del Norte, and passengers of the S.P., T.&P., and G.H.& S.A. are landed right in front of the hotel. The arrangement for supplying fresh and pure water is unique. They were designed by Mr. Campbell. At the height of the building a large tank has been erected, into which the water is discharged. There it settles and is then by a siphon drawn from the surface into a lower tank, and thence into the pipes that supply the building. Under these tanks the butcher shop is situated. The hotel is under the management of Mr. J.D. Miller who is ably assisted by Mrs. Campbell, both experienced hotel keepers. Mrs. Campbell at present is conducting one of the principal hotels in Bodie, California.

BIG TALK OF A BABY ELEPHANT
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The Pierson house is rapidly becoming the popular resort.

Troop K. 10th cavalry has been removed from Camp Rice to Ft. Davis.

East San Antonio street is receiving the addition of a $6,000 residence, the property of C.Q. Stanton.

D.R. Henderson, formerly with Kaplan & Henderson, will add another watchmaker and jewelry shop to the business of El Paso.

The new addition to the Central hotel has received two large bronze statues which are placed at the southeast corner of the third story. Each statue holds a torch, which will be lighted at night with gas. They are quite ornamental.

On Monday the new fire bell was placed in its position in the tower on East Over-land street. The few testing strokes made upon it gave a stirring chilly sound and caused a few strangers to inquire if the third ward had a fire. Long may its tongue be silent.

Yesterday the hose company published a notice of an important meeting to be held at 8 p.m. on San Antonio street, but had an unexpected meeting a little earlier on El Paso street, caused by an alarm of fire beginning with a piercing shriek of a woman, echoed by loud voices and instantly swelled by the thrilling strokes of the new fire bell. An excited crowd immediately gathered in front of the Lightbody dry goods company’s store, some rendering valuable assistance and some obstructing the operations of the fire department which was promptly at the scene. The fire was caused by a lamp which upset in the millinery establishment of Mrs. Horsley, in the second story of the Magoffin building, and would have proved disastrous but for the prompt action of Mr. Hughes, who seized the Brussels carpet which Mrs. Horsley was sewing and smothered the rapidly spreading flames. Much of the delicate millinery goods was burned and irreparably soiled, which, with the carpet, will make the loss not less than $100.

St. Charles Lodging House

El Paso street

The only first-class Lodging House

in the city.

Rooms from $4 to $7 per week.

Only respectable persons need apply.
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Rumor says El Paso will have a new weekly paper.

A large number of troops en route for western forts passed through El Paso yesterday.

The fifty-odd telephone wires on El Paso street give that thoroughfare a business like appearance.

The recent rains have seriously injured the adobe walls of the bell tower of the old church at Paso del Norte.

Kohlberg Bros. have secured the services of a troubadour from Paris to entertain visitors with music from his violin.

The Merrick building at the corner of West Overland and El Paso streets is receiving an outside coat of plaster.

The city surveyor was busy, yesterday running lines preparatory to the opening of Santa Fe street from West Overland south to the acequia.

The fire bell will announce the hour of nine o’clock every evening. If done accurately it will be of great convenience in regulating time pieces.

The Socorro Sun has found a man who is going to establish a circuit of opera houses consisting of Las Vegas, Santa Fe, Albuquerque, Socorro, Silver City and El Paso.

The grape crop on Judge Leahy’s Concordia ranch, which is rented out to Chinamen, was all sold in this city or shipped east at the handsome price of 6 cents a pound.

Remembering that on next Thursday a city election will be held to determine whether the city shall issue bonds as follows: $6,000 for pest house and city hospital; $4,000 for city jail; $5,000 for city offices.

Strangers visiting the city who wish to go at once to a neat, comfortable, and respectable lodging house will do well to read the advertisement of the St. Charles lodging house. Residents of the city may also make themselves comfortable at the St. Charles.

The following signals will be used by the fire department: For Hose Company No. 1, one stroke; for No. 2, two strokes; for No. 3, three strokes; for Hook and Ladder company, four strokes, to be repeated three times and followed by two successive strokes.

TERRIBLE WARNING TO THE 

UNMARRIED MEN OF EL PASO
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Mrs. R. Stely is building a residence on Texas street.

Mr. Lemiere is elevating the side walk in front of his buildings on El Paso street.

W.A. Irvin & Co., have removed to their new building on El Paso street fronting the head of San Antonio street.

A Brush-Swan electric light company will probably be formed in this city. T.F. Crousine, agent, is canvassing the matter and meeting, we believe, with favorable expression.

The new market house of Mundy Bros., when completed will be as convenient as ornamental. All kinds of provisions can be purchased there without loss of time in searching. They are widely known as reliable wholesale and retail butchers.

W.G. Walz will remove his piano ware rooms and music shops from East Over-land street to the building on El Paso street lately occupied by W.A. Irvin and company. He has disposed of his coal oil stove agency and instead will carry a stock of fancy goods.

On Monday morning, about 9 o’clock, a fire was discovered in the room of Billy Clark a painter, who lives in back of White & Hardy’s store. By breaking through a window, Ed Lawrence succeeded in extinguishing the fire with no further loss than a mattress.

The Southern Pacific railroad, it is said, will attach the Westinghouse air brake to their freight cars and supply the passenger cars with the automatic safety brake. By this brake any accident to the running gear is followed by the instantaneous application of the brake. If a train is broken the detached cars are at once stopped.

Yesterday morning at 5 o’clock cries of fire resounded through El Paso street, followed by clattering footsteps and the ringing of the fire bell. Smoke rapidly filled the streets and bewildered the anxious citizens who ran hither and thither to find the origin of the fire. Suddenly a flame burst forth from a large frame building on Utah street between 1st and 2nd, and each street became a channel for a flood of excited people. The fire department was soon at work, being impeded a little by the heavy sand that fills the street. The fire being inside of the building and having gained great headway, it was impossible for them to save the building. Heavy streams of water were played upon the burning building and upon the adjacent houses. A two-room frame building on the west was charred by the intense heat, being extinguished at intervals by the hose. An adobe situated at only a few feet on the north was the means of saving the half dozen contiguous houses. The blinds of the adobe burned off but the building was drenched with water and the spread of the flames prevented. Had the building been of wood, the fire could not have been checked before it consumed a large part of the block. The building known as 444, was owned by Mr. Willard of Ft. Davis and was valued at $2,500 with $1,000 insurance. At 1 o’clock a.m. Alice Abbott one of the inmates, extinguished the lights, locked the doors and went to 19, a house of similar character, situated but a short distance away leaving everything, as she supposed secure. When the alarm was given this morning the fire was beyond control before the hose companies could arrive. If it was not the work of an incendiary, the fire had been smoldering in the interior for several hours, as there was no person in the building after one o’clock.

ARMY SUPPLIES

California Grapes, Good Candies, Lemonade and Milk at Fruit Store opposite Variety Theatre on corner of street.

The Cummings House has nicely furnished rooms to rent with or without board. First-class day board. White woman for cook.
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El Paso needs a union depot.

A foundry should be one of the industries of El Paso.

The news stand has been removed from the postoffice building.

A smelter would advertise El Paso and increase our trade with the mining districts.

The street cars were running to their full capacity yesterday and reaped a rich harvest.

The opening of Kansas street will deprive San Antonio street of another adobe building.

Three Arabs paraded our streets yesterday, their peculiar clothing attracting much attention.

The circus parade yesterday was satisfactory with large crowds that lined the principal streets. 

The bonds to raise money for draining the city were sold on Thursday to Mr. W.W. Williams, of Ohio,

The walls of the third story of the Central hotel addition have been finished and are receiving the cornice.

Stanton street, running south from the post-office, will be opened through to the river. Several small houses will necessarily be removed.

The citizens in the northern part of the city have petitioned the school commissioners to establish a separate school for their convenience.

The opening of Utah street south from San Antonio will necessitate the removal of the old custom house and a part of the adobe wall adjacent.

Merrick Brothers are having a conspicuous and well executed sign placed on their building at the corner of West Overland and El Paso streets.

Yesterday at 2 o’clock a.m. the services of our fire company were again required on Utah street, between 1st and 2nd, within a stone’s throw of the fire on Tuesday morning. The kitchen of Mr. J.D. Ochoa burned with its contents.

Our morning contemporary, the Times, has removed to new quarters in the McLachlin building on East Overland street, formerly occupied by the missing Link. The removal was accomplished without losing an issue of the paper.

The attendance at the afternoon exhibition of Robinson’s circus, yesterday was not so large as expected, but the immense tent was well filled last night with an appreciative and enthusiastic crowd. Conflicting opinions as to its merits were freely expressed yesterday by the attendance last night indicates a verdict that the show is a good one. The menagerie fills one large tent through which the main tent is reached. Two rings are constantly filled with performers, some of whom are excellent, and in an effort to watch both one is liable to become cross-eyed. On the whole, the circus is above the average.

THE CITY ELECTION
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Mr. F.J. Webber is enclosing a lot for a corral on San Antonio street.

Dr. McKenney has added another room to his dwelling on Magoffin street.

The combustible roofs on Ullmann’s stores are being replaced by tin.

Rothschild & Marcuse have removed to their new stands on El Paso street fronting San Antonio street.

Had El Paso erected a reduction works a year ago half of New Mexico would be paying tribute to her enterprise.

The Knights of Pythias Lodge here is organizing a drill squad preparatory to applying for a charter allowing uniformed knights. The first meeting for drill will be held Monday evening.

The El Paso cigar factory on El Paso street, opposite the First National bank. Buy your cigars there and you will get good ones. You can get eastern, western home made, imported and Key West.

Merrick Bros have enlarged their place of business by removing the wall that separated their store from the building lately occupied by Rothschild & Marcuse, on the corner of West Overland and El Paso streets.

A robbery was perpetrated at Hurdman’s store, in the Overland building, El Paso street on Sunday night. The thief gained entrance by removing some paper pasted over a broken pane of glass. Some boots, shoes and small articles were taken. There is no clue to the theft.

In honor of the parade on Monday the fountain in front of the Central was set to playing, and by accident, the procession was treated to a shower bath. The streams burst out and leaped toward heaven with a silver glare but the fire company was promptly on hand and put the water out.

Moritz Monheimer, jeweler at P.E. Kern’s, this morning got badly burned by the explosion of an alcohol lamp at which he was using the blow-pipe. His face is terribly burned but, through the presence of mind of Mr. Kern, the flame was extinguished before causing any injury to his eyes.

A special meeting of the city council was called on Monday afternoon to hear a proposition from Messrs. Woods and Berrett relative to the erection of gas works . . .

General Revueltes who with a large staff was sent to Paso del Norte July last to cooperate with Lieut. Thomas W. Symons in the preliminary survey of the Mexican boundary line has been removed and a new commissioner appointed by the Mexican government. The cause of the removal is said to be that the general failed to make any preliminary survey whatever and left the whole work to be done by the United States.

Last night a few minutes before none o’clock the chandelier in the Vault Garden fell to the floor, crushing the lamps. The oil instantly caught fire and filled the room with flame and smoke. Blankets were quickly thrown on the flames and smothered them. In the meantime an alarm of fire was sounded and the fire company arrived and were ready for action in an incredibly short time, but fortunately, their services were not needed.

The school trustees have passed a resolution that all plans for the school building shall be submitted and acted upon at the next meeting, the plan approved to be paid for at a reasonable price. The building is not to cost more than $15,000 and is to be two stories high.

The parade of the fire company Monday afternoon was a very creditable affair, the Hook and Ladder company and the three Hose companies being in full attendance in neat and attractive uniform. The carts were draped with the natural colors of the Union and Mexico together with some elegant floral decorations, prominent among them being a basket of flowers presented to Hose company No. 3 by Mrs. H.E. Dorsey. The city officers headed the procession, followed by the company and Hose companies No. 1, 2, and 3. After moving through the principal western streets the procession stopped in front of the Central hotel where it was photographed. The parade was well received and the public cast an admiring and appreciative eye upon this combination of elegance and usefulness.

Council Meeting

The votes cast at the city election on the 18th inst. to decide whether the bonds should be issued was canvassed at the regular council meeting on Saturday night with the following result:

  For $6,000 for pest house . . . .129

  Against . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

  For $5,000 for city office . . . . . 93

  Against . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

  For $4,000 for city jail . . . . . . .103

  Against . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16

It appearing that a two-thirds vote had been cast in favor of issuing the bonds, the city attorney was ordered to draft and present to the council an ordinance in compliance with these facts. Upon request of the board of trade the license tax of John Robinson’s circus for four exhibitions on the 19th and 20th was remitted.

Go to the National Theatre to see T.S. Baldwin, the great high slack wire performer. Baldwin’s last week at the National Theatre.

Gents Furnishing Goods in endless variety at Sprinz Brothers and Davidson’s Central Bazaar. Next door to the First National Bank.

Sr. Leon, the great Female Impersonator and Miss Sallie Clinetop, the great Toe and Fancy Danseuse at the National Theatre this week.
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Not available
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Frank Weber is building a large corral.

No street car later than 8:30 p.m. after tonight.

The Terpsichorean club gives a hop at Schutz’ opera house Friday evening.

The mayor’s office is now the headquarters of the marshal and his assistants.

Judge Loomis has removed his office from San Antonio street to the Irvin block on El Paso street.

C.H. Spellman has had the remains of his daughter disinterred and reburied at Concordia cemetery.

The question of building a reduction works at El Paso is being agitated once more, but no definite steps have been taken.

The saloon and stock in trade of Doe, Williamson on El Paso street, were attached by the sheriff yesterday at the suit of J. Julian et. al.

The photo-group of the Fire department is out. Considering the number of figures the counterfeit resemblance of each member of this department is wonderfully good and reflects no little credit on the artist.

The building business has had the effect of furnishing at last plenty of house room in El Paso, and rents have fallen somewhat in consequence. Either business houses or residences can now be had at moderate figures.

Rothschild & Marcuse have removed their Diamond Palace to the new building on El Paso street at the head of San Antonio and are busy fitting up in a style of splendor hitherto unknown in this section. When everything is arranged we shall publish a description of their store.

The King of the High Slack Wire gave an open air entertainment, Monday after-noon, on a rope stretched from the roof of the First National bank to that of Williams’ boot store on the opposite side of San Antonio street. The exhibition was of an unusually clever description, and the personation of a nervous novice on the high rope tried the nerves of the lookers on severely. The only reward of the daring funambulist was a voluntary collection and not a large one at that.

The city council met last Saturday evening all the members is present. The committee . . . to investigate . . . [to] establish gas works . . . [a bidding frenzy ensued and a sealed bid procedure adopted] . . . A petition from the Brush-Swan Electric Light company of this city, asking the right of way for the erection of poles and wires, was referred to a special committee . . . After the adoption of a resolution fixing Friday evenings for regular meetings and the transaction of some routine business the council adjourned.
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El Paso parents are happy at last School is being organized.

A skating rink is projected here, if Schutz’ opera house can be secured.

Surveyors were busy yesterday leveling San Antonio street to determine the grade preparatory to laying the track of the street railroad.

An effort is being made to secure a team of horses for the fire department. No. 3 hose cart is too heavy for the boys to “shake her up lively.”

The proprietors of the Times, we under-stand, are about to erect a building for their paper on the vacant ground on West Overland street west of THE LONE STAR office.

J. Julian informs us that we are in error, in stating that Doc Williamson’s place was attached. He, Julian, held a bill of sale on the stock, and took possession under it with Williamson’s consent.

“The man serpent” gave an exhibition in front of the central yesterday. It would seem as though the less ornate exercise of the acrobatic profession does not pay in El Paso, judging from the recently developed mania for street performances.

School will open next week in the temporary school house corner of Myrtle and Campbell streets. Rev. Mr. Merrill of the Presbyterian church will be the principal, and Miss Moore assistant teacher. Sixty new desks are in place and room will be provided for one hundred and fifty pupils.
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The skating rink will be opened, as soon as the roller skates ordered some time since arrive.

The Terpsichorean club will give a german on Friday evening at Schutz’ Opera house.

The cooking club gives an entertainment to-morrow evening at the residence of Thomas Newman, Magoffin avenue, at which Miss Blackly will preside as hostess.

Lieut. Bolton, Fort Bliss, informed the reporter this morning that the new quarters at the fort will be completed by the first of January. The work is being vigorously pushed forward by Colonel Fletcher.

The county judge has ordered an election to determine the question of moving the county seat from Isleta to El Paso. It will be held on the 4th prox. and every elector of the county is entitled to vote.

Our friend George Speck should not feel annoyed because our dog-goned contemporary made him assign his club rooms instead of renting them. He should have made liberal allowance for the habitual inaccuracy of “them news.”

On Saturday evening the room of William Hibbert in the rear of White and Hardy’s old store, on El Paso street, was entered and robbed . . .

About eight o’clock on Sunday night a fire broke out in the adobe building on the east side of the little plaza occupied by Mrs. Borredaile’s millinery establishment, the law office of Flood & Bailey, and on the north corner by a beer saloon. The fire is supposed to have originated from the explosion of a lamp that was burning in the store. Mrs. Borredaile was at church at the time and so rapidly did the flames spread that in spite of the efforts of the fire department which was promptly on the spot nothing could be saved except some of the lady’s personal effects. The flames spread to the law office of Flood and Bailey but were subdued before much damage was sustained. Mrs. Borredaile was insured for $2,000—$1,000 in the London Assurance Corporation and $1,000 in the Liverpool & London & Globe Insurance Co. Her loss was total. The law office of Flood and Bailey was damaged in library, furniture, and fixtures to the extent of $500. It was insured fir $1,000 one half in the Liverpool & London & Globe and the other in the Fire Association of Philadelphia. These insurances were effected through Kneeland’s insurance agency. The building was insured for $4,000 in Conkling’s agency but the damage retained has been slight.

Stanton street is being opened from San Antonio street south. The old adobes have been torn down. In regard to the opening of Utah street through the property of S.C. Slade the latter announces his intention to contest the right of the city to do so without paying him a fair compensation. He claims that there are equities if nor legal points in his favor as the time that the Masonic Hall, Manning, and himself built upon San Antonio street they followed old lines and did not know that they were blocking up the street besides which they have been in undisturbed possession for a number of years. The opening of Utah street cuts six feet off the Manning property, ten feet off the Masonic Hall property, forty feet off the Slade corral and twenty feet of the Slade residence.

Council Meeting

The city council held an adjourned meeting on Saturday evening, the mayor and full council present. The electric light company asked and were granted further time to report . . . Bids . . . for the transfer of real estate . . . for the erection of the city jail and offices . . . The gas bids were opened . . . The bond of W.J. Fewel as the lowest bidder . . . was accepted . . . A motion to appoint medical inspector to attend to the arrival of trains and inspect passengers was adopted . . . met Monday evening in adjourned meeting . . . resolved That Mr. Fewel should erect a coal gas works for the city, supplying coal gas at $3.20 per thousand . . . [allowing] five months within which to complete the work. . . . met in adjourned meeting last evening. Plans for a city pest house to accommodate forty five patients were examined and adopted . . .

Dr. Townley’s Dental Rooms are No’s 4 and 5, Davis Block, El Paso St.

The delicious mixtures at the bar the fine lunch counter, the games, the light and bustle, and the brilliant piano solos of Prof. Reis make the Acme the most popular resort in town.
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The gas company has been stocked at $100,000.

The Terpsichorean club gave a german at Schutz’s opera house last night.

A movement is on foot to secure telephonic communication with Isleta.

W.J. Fewell has given the contract for the erection of the gas works to D.H. Irland.

Parker’s photograph galley will remove to the second floor of his new building on Monday.

El Paso, it is expected, will be in telephonic communication with Paso del Norte this evening.

The Brush Electric Light Co. expect to have their works in operation by the first of January.

There was one lady skating at the rink last evening, anticipating the formal opening tonight.

The skating rink opens this evening in the building recently occupied by the Light-body Dry Goods Co.

W.H. Tuttle has been elected foreman of the Hook and Ladder company vice George Berliner resigned.

The city marshal requests us to again announce that his headquarters are at the city council chambers, on West Overland street.

William Cooper, of Cooper Brothers, Las Vegas, has started a candy factory here. Mr. Cooper is thoroughly up in his business and use only the purest materials.

The gas company has been trying to secure a lot near the depot of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe road for the erection of their works but the owner, Mr. Williams, refuses to sell for that purpose.

A bucket of tar which accidentally got ignited in White and Davis’ corral cause the fire department to turn out about four o’clock this afternoon, but their services were not required. A few buckets of dirt extinguished the flames.

The editor of THE LONE STAR stepped into Ullmann’s store the other day to purchase a carpet and his attention was at once attracted by the artistic design, the brilliant colors, and the velvet softness of a magnificent Brussels. He was about to price it when he was informed that another editor had already bought it and that it had been cut for him. Further inquiry elicited the information that the purchaser was Mr. Deal, of the Herald. The conundrum is, what in thunder can Deal want with a Brussels carpet? He sleeps in the composition room, and even the most luxurious sybarite, whose slumbers could be broken by a crumpled rose leaf would hardly think of putting a carpet upon that!

Under the supervision of Col. Marr, street commissioner, Capt. Hudson has leveled down the old adobe structures that blocked up Stanton street between San Antonio and East Overland and filled up the ugly old hole that disfigured the former street in front of the postoffice. The manner in which the work has been done reflects credit upon Capt. Hudson and shows that he understands the work for which he has been chosen. He says that that job shall he his first “standing advertisement,” and it is a good one, too.

Lone Star Locals -- Vol. X - No. 11

Wednesday, November 14, 1883

We have got a Mexican boy organ grinder on our streets.

John Dougher goes east to-morrow to select furniture for the new Central hotel.

The rails for the San Antonio street railway are on the way from St. Louis, and will arrive in a few days.

Dr. Rodgers has removed his office from Slade’s building to rooms over R.L. Hardy’s store on El Paso street.

Street Commissioner Marr is pushing rapidly forward the work of opening up the streets. Captain Hudson acts as his assistant.

Mr. Maxwell, of the firm of Romero & Maxwell, has gone east to purchase new machinery for the manufacture of sash, doors, and blinds.

Over a thousand dollars were subscribed in El Paso last week for the completion of the Baptist church. The building will cost $5,000 when completed.

Señor Medina, editor of El Progresista, left on Monday morning for an extended eastern trip. He hopes to be able to make arrangements to publish a daily, half in English and half in Spanish, on his return to Paso del Norte.

B.E. Hambleton, who has been for a considerable time past connected with THE LONE STAR has resigned through ill health . . .

This afternoon about three o’clock, a man named Frederick Johns, employed on the rear of Schuster’s new building on El Paso street, met with a painful though not serious accident through the scaffold on which he stood giving way . . .

The board of school trustees met last evening. The committee appointed to hire another school room reported that they had ordered the addition of another room to the present school room and that it would be ready on Monday. It was decided to adopt brick instead of wooden partitions in the new school room. Miss Dobson, of San Antonio was elected assistant teacher . . .

Council Meeting

The city council met Monday afternoon. A communication from the gas company desiring to know if the council would wish to have lamp posts and lamps ordered by Mr. Fewel, who is now east on the business of getting the gas machinery and stating that the company was willing to contract with the city for the lighting of the streets at the rate of fifty dollars per lamp per year, the company binding itself to keep the lamps in proper condition, was referred to the committee on streets, grades, and improvements.

The petition of Mr. Bennett to lay a pipe from the ice factory to the river was reported back favorably, and the council instructed the city attorney to draw up the necessary ordinance. 

The committee on the petition of the Brush Electric Light Co. reported favorably and recommended that a bond be required in $2,500 from the company for the due performance of their contract and binding them to commence work within sixty days.

A communication was received from J.B. Watkins offering to light the city with forty of his patent lamps for twenty-five nights in the month at fourteen cents per lamp per night. Referred to committee on streets, grades and improvements. The committee on streets, grades and improvements were instructed to ascertain the grade of San Antonio street for the information of the street railway company and to call on the city engineer for information and assistance. On motion the repealed ordinance on the fire limit was referred for amendment to the committee on fire and waster and the marshal was instructed to see that the alleys and backyards of houses are kept clear of combustible material. The council then adjourned until Friday evening.
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A wax-works exhibition is coming to El Paso.

Conant & Hart have sold their interest in the club rooms of the Pierson house to Ben Cobb.

Doc Williamson goes east as a witness for ex-Lieutenant Flipper, should congress decide to review his case.

Lieutenant Bolton, A.A.Q.M. at Fort Bliss, informed the reporter this morning that the sale of the condemned stores at the fort was poorly attended and that almost everything sold was a veritable bargain.

About eight o’clock on Thursday morning while some Mexicans under the direction of Captain Hudson were pulling down the adobe walls of the beer saloon on St. Louis street to open Oregon Street from the plaza it fell burying in its fall Andres Fierro, one of the laborers . . .

The Fashion restaurant, San Antonio street closed its doors about twelve o’clock to-day and the pitiable expression of the unfortunate who paid for unexpired tickets was sad to behold. The cause of the suspension of business was that all hands had struck for pay and it was not forth-coming.

About four miles north of El Paso are several mines which were worked twenty-five years ago by Mexicans . . . When the Americans came here the Mexicans covered the mines up and nothing was known of them until two weeks ago . . . now taking out some fine ore. These mines have no relation with the much talked of padre mines, which are supposed to lie north of here.

The Salt Lakes situated about forty miles from Sierra Blanca, in this country, are once more likely to be the scene of bloodshed. For years the people of New Mexico and Old Mexico living along the frontier used to go to these lakes for salt, until 1879-80 when the lakes were taken up and covered with soldiers’ scrip by Major Zimpleman. The people still persisted in taking the salt and the sheriff and posse together with the rangers were unable to protect the property. In the conflict which followed the sheriff and the rangers were defeated, and a number of lives lost on both sides. Ultimately the United States troops had to be called upon and peace was at last secured. Recently the Mexicans have found out, or pretend to have found out, that the scrip does not cover all the land and a train of eighteen wagons from San Elizario, Socorro, and Old Mexico have started to take the salt off the portion of the shores of the lakes which they allege is not covered by Zimpleman’s scrip. They brought with them an American surveyor to run the line. The party numbers forty men armed to the teeth and trouble is anticipated. Major Zimpleman says his scrip covers the whole of the property and that he will not be stood off if it takes a thousand men to maintain him in possession. The sheriff has notified the rangers to hold themselves in readiness, and writs of attachments have been prepared to enable him to seize the wagons and outfit.

Go to the oldest restaurant in town The Link, for your Fresh Oysters.

The biggest bill of the season is the Yacht Club Minstrels at the National.

Bread, Pies, Risks and all kinds of Pastries at all hours at the Metropolitan Bakery, opposite the National Theatre, Franche Tarano, proprietor.
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The Mundy building is nearly finished.

Oregon street is now open to near the Custom house.

The last Adobe pillar has disappeared from El Paso street.

San Antonio street is being graded for the track of the street railway.

The balconies of the new Central hotel are being placed in position.

Colonel Marr will commence work on the San Antonio street railway on Monday.

A cut stone sidewalk is being put down in front of Ben Schuster’s new store.

The El Paso Social club give an entertainment at the skating rink to-morrow evening.

Neither Wells Fargo’s express or the Pacific express office are on the telephone list.

Street Commissioner Marr proposes to clear away the Chinese shanties in the rear of the Central hotel building.

John Dougher expects to return in time for the election. He boasts that he can influence over eighty votes “for removal to the city of El Paso.”

The recent drills of the fire department revealed the fact that a number of our hydrants are worthless in case of fire, as they do not furnish water.

The heaviest grade on San Antonio street is neat the post office. It is only a little over two feet. In consequence the work of grading for the street railway will present no difficulty.

The board of school trustees met last evening. The special committee composed of Messrs. McKinney and Tibbets, reported that the addition to the school building had been completed at a cost of $288. It was reported that the state board of education had drawn a warrant for $585 in favor of the trustees which had been sent to J.W. Zollars cashier of the First National bank. Bills were allowed as follows: G.S. Browser for repairs on the old building $145.12 and Excelsior School Furniture Company for desks $250.60. The board then resolved to receive bids for the erection of the proposed building. Plans and specifications are on view at Dr. McKinney’s office and bids accompanied by a certified check for $250 will be received by the secretary of the board, Dr. Irvin up to three o’clock P.M., December 1st. The check will be forfeited should the bidder fail to give the necessary bond . . .
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Coal has been found within a few miles of El Paso.

Ground for the track of the street railway was broken on San Antonio street this morning.

The fire losses of Mrs. Borradaile and Flood & Bailey have been adjusted by the fire insurance people.

The street commissioner commenced work to-day removing the miserable Chinese shanties in the rear of the Central hotel.

A switch is being laid down for the street railway company on St. Louis street and another on El Paso street in front of Ullman’s store.

W.J. Fewel has returned from his eastern trip. He announces that the plant for the gas works has been purchased and that part of it is now on it is now on its way to this city.

Patrick Mooney has leased from Z.T. White the lot on the corner of West Overland and Santa Fe streets, and will commence at once the building of a livery and feed stable.

On the corners of Mundy Brothers new building stuffed steers’ heads have been placed, and in the center the head of a large black Texas steer. Fred Beaumont Jr. was the taxidermist.

Judge Leahy, of Concordia, says that, unless the city of El Paso will agree to maintain the ditch according to the terms of the city limits, he and every voter of his precinct will vote against the removal of the county seat and also declares that he can already count 59 votes in the precinct.

The ladies of the Baptist church will give an “Apron Bazaar” and oyster supper on December 6th in the Mundy market building. They have had a handsome silk quilt given them by the ladies’ society of the Bryan church, which will be sold at the bazaar. The variety of the aprons is very large, there being at least fifty different kinds. Besides these, hand-painted and embroidered toilet sets many other things will be exhibited. Oysters will be served in every style. The bazaar will open at three o’clock and supper will be served at six.

The city council held a regular meeting yesterday afternoon. Absent: Alderman Dougher and Davis. The committee on the claim of Ameila Smith, whose house was torn down in opening up Stanton street, reported that she had no legal claim on the city and recommended that the compensation demanded ($600) be refused her. Two reports of the city engineer in reference to work done on the streets were received and ordered filed. The committee on streets asked and was granted further time to report on Mr. Fewel’s proposition to provide fifty lamps and lamp posts for the city. Watkin’s proposition to light the streets with his patent lamps was reported back with a recommendation that it be laid upon the table. Conklin’s protest against the narrowing of the street on which his property stands was also reported back with recommendation that it be laid on the table. Both reports were adopted. The committee on public streets asked and was granted further time to report as to the sale of city property. The committee considered it best to wait until after the election before making a report. A communication was received from the city physician pointing out that the duty of attending on the arrival of all trains keeps him up nearly all night and that he cannot afford to do the work for twenty-five dollars, the sum allowed by the council. He proposes to do the work if the council will allow him two dollars and a half per night in addition to his regular salary. Referred to committee on finance, bills to the amount of $316.17 were allowed, after which the council adjourned.

At five o’clock this morning a gang of twenty men under the direction of Street Commissioner Marr and Captain Hudson proceeded to the work of tearing down the house of S.C. Slade on San Antonio Street but before the Street Commissioner had time to get his pick and shovel brigade to work, an injunction issued out of the county court was served on him restraining him from interfering with the Slade property and summoning him to show cause within five days why the injunction should not be made permanent.

The meeting of the Electric Light company was held on Thursday night, at which it was resolved to commence building on Monday. The building will be erected on the corner of St. Louis and Florence streets and be of brick with an iron roof and concrete floor. The machinery has been purchased and is now on its way. Power will be furnished by a 100-horse power Westinghouse engine sufficient for eighty street arc lights and 2,000 incandescent lights for dwelling houses. The street lights will be of 1,200 and 2,000 candle power. The company expects to have the works finished and to be furnished light in six weeks. The cedar poles for the wires are now on their way from the Indian Territory. The company is stocked at $100,000.
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A local amateur minstrel club is being talked of.

The foundation for the electric light works has been laid.

The fare on the San Antonio street railway will be five cents.

The Chinese are being compelled to clear out from the rear of the Central hotel.

The Fashion restaurant reopened its doors last evening and punched a number of old tickets.

The construction of the San Antonio street railway gives employment to twenty-four men and six teams.

All contracts for the construction of the gas works have been concluded. The work of construction will commence next week.

Captain Hudson resigned his position as assistant to Street Commissioner Marr, this morning, owing to a misunderstanding regarding the work on the street railroad.

Roberts, Goodpaster & Co. have purchased a lot on the corner of San Antonio and Oregon streets for $133.33 per front foot. They propose building a splendid store on the site.

Mitchell, the sign painter, is himself again. He is not working for Tuttle, or any other man, but has opened a shop on San Antonio street with W.E. Neel. You all know Mitchell, the sign painter of El Paso.

Nearly the entire track of the San Antonio street railway has been graded and the track has been laid to below the post-office. The line will be completed in about ten days, the remainder of the iron rails being now on the way and expected to reach here in a day or two.

The city council met Monday afternoon to take action in reference to the laying of the San Antonio street railroad. Alder-man Schuster moved that the president of the road be instructed to construct it in accordance with their charter and ordinance and have in addition planks twelve inches wide laid on either side of the rails the full length of the line. After considerable discussion its was decided to postpone action until the work was completed. A resolution was adopted instructing the street railway company to properly grade their line on St. Louis street from the Central hotel to Kansas street and to fix the crossing on every cross street within that distance, said crossings to be the full width of said streets. Adjourned until next regular meeting.

The magnificent Diamond Palace of Rothschild and Marcuse on El Paso street, is one blaze of glory. Gold, silver and diamonds of the purest water are displayed in endless variety and of such rare and chaste designs as to invite the attention and satisfy the most fastidious taste of the holiday purchaser. The stock has been selected with special attention to the fall and Christmas trade and is of the most complete character, comprising watches and jewelry of the newest and most unique designs, gold and silver ware of all kinds, French and American clocks, brass and bronze ornaments, and bric-a-brac in great variety. To display this splendid stock to the best advantage the Diamond Palace is admirably adapted. Magnificent mirrors throw back the rays of light from the rare and precious gems, while the beautiful in things themselves beautiful is enhanced by the richness of the fittings which meet the eye as it strays over the vast establishment. The walnut and gilt fixtures alone have cost the firm $5,000. In the rear of The Palace is located a filigree manufactory where all Mexican jewelry work is executed, together with all descriptions of engraving, with the highest artistic skill. The Diamond Palace will well repay a visit. Indeed it would be hard to find a better opportunity to observe the rapid progress of El Paso from a small village to a prosperous city than that which is afforded by a visit to this magnificent establishment. The enterprise of Rothschild and Marcuse is a credit to this city and affords some of the strongest proofs that our people can have of its advancement. Their sales of course are large and during the holidays will be yet larger, but not larger than their energy deserves. They have on hand a stock that even many eastern houses cannot rival.
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Election Tuesday.

Every citizen can vote.

For Cigars, vote for Kohlberg Brothers.

Judge Leahy says that Concordia will vote to a man for the removal of the county seat.

Up to noon to-day thirty new citizens qualified as legal electors and the work still goes on.

Our merchants and businessmen will work as well as vote for the removal of the county seat.

They say on the street that the Mexican vote on Tuesday will be the largest ever polled in El Paso.

Our Mexican citizens are becoming as interested in El Paso having the county as any other class.

Every man that can vote at all, can vote Tuesday next. There is no property qualification required.

George Ashbridge has moved his barber shop from the Pierson hotel to the premises formerly occupied by the Alamo saloon, East Overland street.

The committees appointed to work up San Elizario and Socorro, have returned and report both places almost solid for the removal of the county seat to El Paso.

Acting on the suggestion of THE LONE STAR, our merchants will close their stores and places of business on election day and work at the polls. The banks will also close and business generally be suspended.

In another column Patrick Mooney calls attention to his opening the “OK” livery stables on West Overland street. Mr. Mooney hails from Lake Valley and his many friends when they come to town will no doubt hunt him up.

The neighborhood of the council room this morning presented a busy scene. Hundreds of Mexicans anxious to vote for El Paso having gathered in answer to a call of the election committee to come forward and obtain naturalization papers. Deputy County Clerk Schildknecht attended for the purpose of examining the applicants and administering the oath and W. H. Mills acted as interpreter.

At a meeting of the town election committee held on the 29th, the following gentlemen were appointed . . .
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Wednesday, December 5, 1883

There is a continued increase in the attendance at our public school.

The El Paso Social Club will give a dance at the skating rink this evening.

Stuart and Sutherland have moved into the new Mundy building, El Paso street.

Rev. Mr. Baines has declined two calls recently—one to the Baptist church at Calvert and the other to that of Sherman.

The campaign documents used in the recent election against the removal of the county seat were printed over the river.

The Mundy building now nearly completed is a striking and handsome addition to the architectural beauty of El Paso street.

Arrangements have been made for a weekly Catholic service in El Paso. Up to this time the services have been held only twice a month.

Henry Beneke and Charles L. Pierce have dissolved their partnership by mutual con-sent. Charles L. Pierce retires and the liabilities of the firm are assumed by Henry Beneke.

At the annual meeting of the El Paso Building and Loan association . . .

The Election

The election yesterday resulted in a practically unanimous vote for the removal of the county seat from Isleta to El Paso. The vote was exceptionally large in all the precincts but especially so in the three wards of this city. No disturbances occurred and the stores were all closed, the merchants and everybody else remain-ing on the streets all day and hurrying back and forth, on foot and in carriages, buggies and wagons, hunting up and bringing in the voters. The Santa Fe and S.P. railroads ran special trains for the accommodation of voters living along their lines. Every vote in the county seems to have been brought out, and the grand aggregate surprises everybody. Isleta’s friends were not behind those of El Paso in working for their own interests as the result of the vote in that town shows. Half a dozen of Isleta’s people were here all day, watching the polls and challenging the voters, but, with this exception, and that of the four men living here who voted for Isleta, there were nobody but El Paso people to be seen in the city yesterday. The gentlemen from Isleta did their work faithfully, and beyond a few good natured sallies at their expense and a friendly scuffle of two, they met with the most cordial treatment. Less than half a dozen drunken men were seen during the day and there was no excitement or cheering. Every man was bent on doing his duty and no one was disposed to indulge in useless waster of time. The result of such work is shown in the following tabulated statement of votes:

EP Isleta

El Paso, First Ward    

646   1

El Paso, Second Ward

771   2

El Paso, Third Ward

609   1

Concordia


  52   0

Isleta



  3  426

Socorro


124  46

San Elizario


118  59

Camp Rice


 43   0


Total      2366          535

El Paso’s total vote 2030
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Saturday, December 8, 1883

The city band is about to be organized under the direction of professor Darrow.

The question of establishing of reduction works here is being revived.

The walls of the Electric Light Co.’s building, Florence and St. Louis streets, are nearly finished.

The partnership between M.H. Dreyfus and A. Dinkelspiel has been dissolved by mutual consent.

Mundy brothers have offered to donate to the city a block for the erection of the court house and county business.

The cars will begin to run on the San Antonio street railroad to-morrow. The road was finished this afternoon.

The Cactus club is gaining daily in popularity. Seven new candidates for membership have been proposed this week.

The telegraph wires have been in a very bad state for the last few days owing to storms. Communication has been fitful and uncertain.

Buchanan & Lurkins have been awarded the contract for the building of the new school house for $15,000. The only other bid was that of Rottenburg and Tomb, $18,400.

The Acme lunch counter is a thing of the past. It was removed by a decree of the fire insurance agents who refuse to any longer insure a house where the vapor furnace is used for cooking purpose.

The public school has [36??] pupils in the primary, 54 in the intermediate and 37 in the grammar department. The number of Mexican children accounts to twenty-five persons in the primary department. The city school tax for the fiscal year [not legible] is estimate amount to $3,000.

The returns of the election last Tuesday will be presented to the county judge at Isleta on Tuesday next. The members of the bar here together with a number of prominent citizens will attend court that day. There is rumor that two lawyers from Austin, engaged by the people of Isleta, will also be in attendance to watch the canvass.
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Wednesday, December 12, 1883

The telephone was put in the city council chamber to day.

A number of street crossings were improvised on El Paso street to-day.

The hills were white with snow this morning and the streets filthy with mud and brick.

The street car company has received two new cars from Brill and Company, of Philadelphia. They cost $1,000 each.

Large pools of water on both sides of the grade of San Antonio street give promise of flooded houses in the rainy season.

It takes one hundred cans of oysters to supply the daily demand of El Paso. Each box contains about thirty oysters.

The plate glass windows have been put in, in Ben Schuster’s new store which will promise a fine appearance when finished.

The efforts to take the electric light outside the Fashion saloon work are still futile. It glitters for a moment and is gone.”

Now, W.S. Hills, J.R. Currie and others, offer to donate for a court house the entire block situated three blocks due east of the custom house.

The telephone connection between here and Paso del Norte is now in complete working order. The company has nine instruments in Paso del Norte.

People on their way to the postoffice this morning used the track of the San Antonio street railway for a promenade, in order to escape the sea of liquid mud on each side of it.

The canvass of the election returns has been postponed in the county court until Friday next. No definite steps have been taken as yet to contest the result as announced.

The only tolerably good walking on San Antonio street now is in the middle of the railroad track, which, however, is only good as compared with the balance of the street the grade has spoiled.

The gas works is being erected at the corner of Chihuahua and Third streets. The foreman is a man from St. Louis by the name of Maxwell, a trusted assistant of the contractor, Leland.

If ten per cent of the money expended in ruining San Antonio street had been put into street crossings on El Paso and other streets the people would have something to show for the money expended.

The masonic fraternity of this city has rented the hall (70x30 feet) and ten anti-rooms on the third floor of the new Mundy building on El Paso street. The lease is for two years at a rental of $75 per month.

John Dougher has returned from the east and has the furniture for the new hotel en route. He bought the furniture at Grand Rapids, the carpets at J. Kenard & Sons, in St Louis, and the furnishing goods at Chicago.

E.R. Lucas, business manager and George Washington Michell foreman of the Chihuahua News are taking in the fiesta. Mr. Mitchell is an artist and will make sketches of the scenes in and around Paso del Norte.

The Cactus Club is in a most flourishing condition. The membership is constantly increasing and there are now about $400 in the treasury. The new directory is putting in new furniture and improvements and the rooms are the most fashionable place of resort these winter evenings.

The ladies of the Catholic church will hold a festival on the evening of the 18th, for the purpose of raising funds for the purpose of raising funds to purchase an organ for the church. The programme includes music dancing, an oyster supper, and a raffle for valuable prizes. Schutz’s opera house has been engaged for the occasion.
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Saturday, December 15, 1883

Flood and Bailey’s law office has been moved to the Mundy building.

The county officers are looking up houses in this city into which to move their families from Isleta.

The court of county commissioners was held in El Paso to-day in consequence of the change in the county seat.

The El Paso band has reorganized under the baton of Professor Darrow. We will soon enjoy some excellent music.

Crowds collected all day on the corner of El Paso and San Antonio streets, listening to the eloquence of a street peddler of prize soap.

The signal service men were busy yesterday stretching a wire from the paymaster’s office to the residence of Major Robinson, paymaster U.S.A.

The roof of one of the school rooms leaked so badly during the rainy days that the department under the charge of Miss Dobson, had to be excused from attendance.

The electric light building is completed, the roof having been put on this morning. The poles for the wires arrived yesterday, as also the cross arms and insulators. The engine is expected in a few days. There will be erected in the city two circuits, containing eight miles of wire. When the work is completed all of the sixty lamps will be tested outside the building at one and the same time, and the display will be something worth seeing.

The city council held its regular meeting yesterday afternoon. The following ordinances were read and adopted: An ordinance providing for the issuance of bonds to the amount of $15,000 as authorized at the recent election; an ordinance permitting the Brush Electric Light company to erect poles and stretch wires; an ordinance allowing George Berrott to construct a sewer from his ice factory to the river, and an ordinance providing for the quarantining of trains bringing in small pox patients and for an inspection of all trains previous to their entering the city limits . . .

COUNTY SEAT REMOVED
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Wednesday, December 19, 1883

A fire was discovered in Ketelsen & Degetau’s establishment Monday evening, about 8:30 o’clock, but was extinguished before any great damage was done.

The new street car on the San Antonio street line is a beauty and is tolerably well patronized.

The quantities of trash and litter lying around the principal thoroughfares should be removed and steps taken to prevent it being thrown in the streets in the future.

The county and district court clerk has taken possession of his offices in the Fewel building and is busy getting his books and office furniture conveniently arranged. The work of fitting up the hall in the same building, to be used as a court room, is going forward and in a day or two will be furnished and ready for occupancy. The other county officers will move into the offices in the Hague & Hills building immediately.

The skating rink has been closed and will probably no reopen again, as it is found to be very difficult to secure a suitable hall. They were compelled to vacate their quarters, because of the complaints made by the people in the telephone exchange and by their neighbors, who objected to the noise.

Geo. Ashbridge has fitted up his new Parlor barber shop in a style that would seem to guarantee success. He has put in a two hundred dollar heating furnace for the bath rooms and furnished one of the rooms for ladies use, with a private room on the side. George says this is his last move and that he is now located for keeps. We hope this is so and that he may succeed, for he always does good work and is courteous in the treatment of all his guests. We have known George for fifteen years and he has always been a hard working, steady man. Our readers should remember the Parlor, on East Overland street next door to the Pacific express office, when they want a shave, a hair cut, or a bath.

To-morrow night a grand benefit is to be given at the National theatre to Charlie Boyd, the manger. A new feature introduced on this occasion will be the distribution of prizes to the audience. The lady selling the largest number of tickets will get a diamond ring; the gentleman selling the highest number will get a gold headed cane; and other prizes will be given to the handsomest lady and gentle-man, to the ugliest lady and gentleman, and to the gentleman having the largest feet, these latter awards to be made by the vote of the audience. There will also be a pie and apple eating match. The diamond ring and gold headed cane are on exhibition at P.E. Kern’s jewelry store. The play of the evening will be the burlesque known as the 4-T Thieves. Lots of fun is anticipated.

The county commissioners held their first meeting in the new county seat, on Saturday evening, in the city council room. Present, Judge Rogers and Commissioners Gonzales, Armendariz, and Julian. A resolution was passed instructing Sheriff White to have the records and furniture belonging to the county transferred to this city. The use of the council room was tendered the court by the city, until other arrangements were made. Committees were appointed to secure temporary quarters for the county officers. A resolution was introduced to present a petition to Gov. Ireland asking him to recommend the next legislature to pass a law authorizing the county court, where the county seat has been removed, to use the former court house lot for school purposes. Referred to the next meeting. The court then adjourned until Monday afternoon, when they again assembled a full board being present. The court at once proceeded to open bids for a hall to be used as a court room and for offices for the county officials. The bids were as follows: from Hague & Hills, one large room, 126 by 100 feet and nine rooms for offices, with necessary water, for $205 per month: from John Dougher, the dining room of the Central hotel, and seven rooms for the county officials, for $200 per month, payable in county script: from W.J. Fewell, his entire building in the Monarch block, for $200 per month, or the hall and two front rooms for $100: from Jos. Schutz, seven rooms in the opera house, three rooms in the building adjoining, and Schutz’s hall for $350. The court then went into executive session and upon reopening it was announced that seven rooms had been rented of Hague and Hills and another room to be chosen hereafter, for ninety dollars per month and the hall and two front rooms offered by W.J. Fewell, for $100 per month. The court also entered into a contract with Marshall Boring for the Auzerais building, to be used as a jail, for thirty-five dollars a month. Court then adjourned until Jan. 3, 1884.
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Saturday, December 22, 1883

Down with the meters.

Give us annual water rates.

The Tersichorean club gave a dance at Schutz’s opera house last evening.

The El Paso telephone list contains seventy-four names. This includes Paso del Norte.

Down with the meters and give to El Paso annual water rates, with the privilege of buying the water works at any time at a fair valuation.

The Catholic festival on the 18th was a grand financial success. Owing to the crowded state of the hall, raffles were found to be impracticable and the prizes were auctioned, with the exception of the gold headed cane presented by P.E. Kern.

Colonel Fletcher denies that the debris of Fort Bliss is thrown into the Rio Grande. What will burn is so destroyed, and all other objectionable matters is buried in the hills to the east of the Southern Pacific road, where we presume it remains until the rains carry it into the river.

Water is too costly whenever the consumer begins to count its cost. Give us cheap annual rates.

The members of the city council and the board of school trustees met in conference on Thursday to devise means to have the new school house built at once and to make good the deficit in the school fund. There was considerable discussion, but nothing definite resulted, and it seems as though the building of the new school house will be deferred until next year’s school tax is collected.

Council Meeting

The city council met last evening . . . the city should lend to the county its unused iron cages to confine the county prisoners in . . . the report . . . on the water question was adopted . . .

No Issue

Wednesday, December 25, 1883
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Saturday, December 29, 1883

The charter of the First Baptist church of El Paso has been filed in Austin.

Owing to the Christmas holidays there was no LONE STAR issued on Wednesday.

The electric light people were busy all day yesterday stretching their wires on El Paso street.

White and Davis are building a large room in the rear of their premises, for the storage of gas pipe, fittings &c.

The street railway company have withdrawn two cars from the Paso del Norte line. Only four cars are now running.

Judge Falvey has secured the house formerly occupied by Conductor Gillespie for a residence. He will move in, in a few days.

G.T. Newman, of the Gomez cattle company at Antelope station, has just received 119 fine Durham cows and 50 bulls for his range.

Mexicans are taking the salt off of Major Zimpleman’s land about forty miles from Sierra Blanca and the sheriff, with a posse, proposes to interview the parties.

A daily paper, half English and half Spanish, will be started soon in Paso del Norte. It will be a campaign sheet designed to advocate the election of General Diaz as president of the Mexican republic.

J. Satterthwaite has returned from his eastern trip and says he is here now to make Satterthwaite’s Addition boom. Persons desiring to buy, rent, or build are requested to call upon him and get the best terms to be had in the city for the finest residence lots in the market.

W.A. Sander, late of St. Louis, is here and intends to give lessons on the piano and organ. Anyone desiring to take music lessons should not miss this opportunity. Teams reasonable. Tuning and repairing done and guaranteed. Leave orders at Kern’s jewelry store.

The iron cages are being placed in position in the temporary county jail. Two have been already fitted up. The house to be used for jail purposes is the once celebrated “No. 19,” and it will be a tight fit to lodge in it with any degree of comfort the nineteen prisoners now at Isleta.

The habit followed by the Chinese laundrymen, of throwing out their dirty soap suds on the streets is becoming a perfect nuisance. The stuff smells with the power of ten thousand stinks—a fact of which the Chinese laundryman in the rear of his office affords us from time to time nasal demonstration.

The county offices are being rapidly fitted up in the Hills and Hague and Catron and Fewel block. The sheriff will take possession of his new office on or after the first, the county surveyor is already installed in his and the judges’ chambers will be occupied in a few days by the district and county judges.

John Koehler has set up and repaired the two cages that have been lying in Schutz’ corral for three years past, and they are now ready for the reception of the sheriff’s guests at the county hotel on Oregon street. The prisoners will be brought up from Isleta on Monday, and then the cages there will be torn down and removed here also, together with the county safes and other remaining county property.

Watkins & Co. is the style of a new firm just fitting up a store off San Antonio street opposite the State National bank. The firm consists of J.B. Watkins, E. La Borne, and Capt. De Hague. They will open out in a day or two with a stock of groceries and provisions, wholesale and retail, and in connection therewith, will conduct a produce commission business. They have a poultry yard in the rear of their establishment and customers can there see the festive game cock, the fat pullet and the pugnacious turkey gobbler strutting around in all their pride and thus be able to choose just the fouled they may wish].

Roberts, Goodpaster & Co., have bought the property on the corner of San Antonio and Oregon streets, opposite the State National bank, and will about February 1st begin the erection of a handsome brick block 48 by 112 feet. It will be two stories high, with iron and plate glass front, and will we believe prove the beginning of a building boom on that street. The price paid for the property was $6,500 equal to about $135 per front foot.

On Sunday afternoon Mr. Satterthwaite proposes to again inaugurate the musical concerts in the plaza. Professor Darrow’s band will be on hand, and the fountains will be turned on. Mr. Satterthwaite has bought 75 Chinese umbrella trees and proposes to plant them and evergreens and cactus plants around the plaza and endeavor to make it a fashionable promenade. The trees are not yet paid for and it is to be hoped the citizens will respond liberally when called upon for contributions. This reminds us that the bill of $600 allowed Mr. Satterthwaite by the city for improving the plaza has not yet been paid and it would be advisably on view of the number of bills being now presented to curtail expenses a little until old indebtedness is paid up.

* * *
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