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GLOSSARY

ACCUPLACER - ACCUPLACER is a suite of computer-adaptive placement tests 

created and administered by the CollegeBoard that are meant to quickly, accurately, 

and efficiently assess reading, writing, and math skills. Because the purpose of 

ACCUPLACER tests is to provide useful information about a student’s academic skills 

in math, English, and reading, a student does not "pass" or "fail" the placement tests. 

(ACCUPLACER, 2010) 

Advanced Placement (AP) - The Advanced Placement Program, administered by the 

CollegeBoard and taught at local high schools, allows students to participate in a 

college level course and possibly earn college credit while still in high school. 

Secondary schools and colleges cooperate in this program to give students the 

opportunity to show mastery in college-level courses by taking an AP exam in May of 

each school year. The main advantage of taking an AP course is better preparation for 

college. It has been shown that students master in depth content at the college level 

more easily after completing AP courses in high school. Students also acquire 

sophisticated academic skills and increased self-confidence in preparation for college 

(Texas Education Agency, 2010).

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation states its mission as “increasing the number of 

low-income youth and adults who earn a college degree or credential with genuine 

marketplace value” (www.gatesfoundation.org/).  The Foundation awards grants 

through intermediary grantees, public and private partners, nonprofit organizations, and 

other foundations. Foundation programs are designed to guide students along a 
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pathway to graduation and a career. Foundation members believe that “despite an 

increasing number of public and private providers entering the postsecondary education 

system, there has been very little change in how institutions design their programs and 

create support systems to meet the needs of their students, many of whom enter 

college without the necessary skills to perform college-level work” (The Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation, 1999-2010).  

College Readiness is defined by scores that measure whether students are eligible to 

enroll in dual credit and college courses. In the 1930s the College Board created the 

first standardized college entrance test to help colleges and universities identify 

students with the potential to succeed in college courses. The impetus for the creation 

of college entrance tests was the perception that there was considerable variation in 

grading standards and course rigor within and across high schools (Testing, 2010). 

While this definition is applicable to this study, for the purposes of the research and 

analysis, college readiness is in some discussions related to how students perform in 

rigorous classes on daily basis. 

Communities Foundation of Texas (CFT) is a non-profit organization with a focus on 

improving education. State and federal investments are managed by the Texas 

Education Agency. (Texas Education Agency, 2010)

Dual Credit - Dual credit courses are college courses that also count toward high 

school requirements. These courses may be taken at a high school or at a college and 

are taught by a high school teacher with appropriate credentials or by regular college 

faculty. The student earns college credit and high school credit for the course. The high 
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school and college work together to determine appropriate high school credit to be 

awarded upon successful completion of the course (Texas Education Agency, 2010). 

P-20 - Because jobs in today’s technological age require more education than a high 

school diploma represents, communities nationwide are developing programs to 

improve not only student achievement, but access to and success in higher education 

as well. Goals often include a seamless system of education. These efforts are 

designated as K-16, P-16 or P-20 systems (Texas Education Agency, 2010). Because 

of the nature of the early college high school models in El Paso, Texas are administered 

via collaboration among independent school districts, the El Paso Community College, 

and the University of Texas at El Paso, TMECHS and the other early college high 

schools in El Paso are representative of schools within a P-20 model.

The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS™) was implemented 

beginning in spring 2003. The Student Assessment Division manages and oversees the 

development, administration, scoring and analysis of the statewide assessment 

program. The statewide assessment program includes the Texas Assessment of 

Knowledge and Skills (TAKS), including TAKS (Accommodated), TAKS–Modified 

(TAKS–M), TAKS–Alternate (TAKS–Alt), the Texas English Language Proficiency 

Assessment System (TELPAS) and End-of-Course (EOC). Texas’s statewide student 

assessment program dates back 25 years. Because of changes to state and federal 

statute and state-mandated curriculum, currently the Texas Essential Knowledge and 

Skills (TEKS), the Texas Education Agency has expanded its state assessment 

program, which has made it more inclusive of and accessible to all student groups. The 

assessment program is meant to provide a snapshot of the degree to which students 
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are learning the TEKS whether they are enrolled in general education, special 

education, or bilingual/English as a Second Language programs.  Ultimately, the goal of 

these assessments is to facilitate students receiving additional help to strengthen their 

knowledge and skills in core academic areas if they need it, and for districts and 

campuses to be able to evaluate the effectiveness of their instructional programs (Texas 

Education Agency, 2010).

Texas Education Agency’s (TEA) mission is to provide “leadership, guidance and 

resources to help schools meet the educational needs of all students” (Texas Education 

Agency, 2010) and includes a commissioner of education and agency staff. Public 

education in Texas is guided and monitored by the TEA and the State Board of 

Education (SBOE). (Texas Education Agency, 2010) 

Texas High School Project (THSP) is a public private partnership working to ensure 

that all Texas students leave high school prepared for college and career. THSP 

partners include the Office of the Governor, the Texas Education Agency, the Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation, the Michael & Susan Dell Foundation, Wallace Foundation, 

National Instruments, key legislators, and others. The project invests in students by 

providing funds and technical assistance to support school districts and individual 

campuses, building new schools, and creating innovative partnerships between high 

schools and higher education institutions. THSP’s private philanthropic investments are 

managed by Communities Foundation of Texas. (Texas High School Project, 2004-

2010)
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The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) was created by the

Texas Legislature in 1965 to "provide leadership and coordination for the Texas higher 

education system to achieve excellence for the college education of Texas students." 

The Coordinating Board meets quarterly in Austin, Texas (Texas Education Agency, 

2010).

The Texas Success Initiative (TSI) is found under Texas Administrative Code Chapter 

4 and requires students to be assessed with regard to reading, writing and math skills 

prior to enrolling in college.  TSI also requires that students be advised based on the 

results of the assessment.  Individual institutions determine what placement tests they 

will accept and then how students will begin their college or university careers based on 

their performance on the tests. This flexibility in TSI allows Institutions to determine 

which paths are best for individual students.  The initiative is designed to enable and 

facilitate processes that will help students become college ready and is also in place to 

determine whether students may take concurrent or dual credit classes while still in high 

school (Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, 2010). 
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Appendix E 

El Paso Community College Procedure/ 

High School Dual Credit Program Requirements 
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