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UNIVERSTITY OF TEXAS AT EL PasC

INETITUTE OF CORAL HISTORY

INTERVIEWEE General James H. Polk (1911-1992)
INTERVIEWER: Jesse Stiller and Rebecca Craver
PROJECT :

DATE OF INTERVIEW: November, 1987 - April, 1988

TERMS OF USE: Unrestricted

TAPE HO: 771

TRANSCRIFT NG: 771

TRANSCRIBER: Rebécca Craver

BiOGRAPHICAL SYMORSIS OF IMTERVIEWEE:

Born December 13, 1911 in Philippines and died February 18, 1992
in El Paso. Graduated West Point 1933; assigned to Ft. Bliss as
mounted horse cavalry officer; met and married Josephine Leavell of
El Paso 1937; tactical officer West Point until European campaign of
World War IT; took part in D Day 1944; spearheaded General Patton's
3rd Army advances through France, Germany, Czechoslovakia; fought in
3 Korean War campaigns. In 1961 commanded 4th Armored Division guarding
border of East and West Germany during Cold War; U.S. Commandant of
Berlin in 1963 when Berlin Wall was built; commanded U.S5. Army in
Europe from 1967 to 1971 when he retired as 4 star general. Decorations
include Silwer Star, French Legion of Honor, Croix de Guerre, American
Defense Service Medal, Distinguished Service Medal, World War II Victory

ety i ririvice Yedal

influence of parents, strong military tradition of family, West Point
days 1929-1933, Fort Bliss in 1930s with trips to Juarez and polo games,
cavalry school at Fort Riley, marriage and in-laws. Service in Europe
in 3rd Cavalry under Gen. George Patton, battle tactics during European
campaigns, comments about Patton, treatment of those released from
concentration camps, comments about Douglas MacArthur, Korean campaigns,
Beriin and political involvement required of military, comments on
changes in the army between 1930s and 40s and 1970s, effects of Vietnam
on the military, experiences during retirement years.

iength of Interview: {8 hours Lengih of Transcript 107 pages
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unusual, =0 you fan see she was a very inferesting woman. But she becams
very much inferssted in big Teague baszebzil and college footbzll and  all

that Xind of ihing. & fine old lady. Oh, she had & ... I must tell vou =z

funny story  aboot  her, She had » Titt dog, a Tittle SBcottie. He was

wery much attached to her and foliowed her suery pizce that she went,
She waiked about & bBlock down to the Catholic church from her housze and
Fiush, that was his name, sat ocutside the church, waited for her. And
then if she weni doentown, she’d take him atong and he“d =it cutside the
depariment siore whi ghe went in. He’'o =it there and so he got fo be =
tandmark, They wrote him up in the paper. But one davy she went to  %the
depariment store in Buorlington and ieff him by the door ang went cut the
side, forgot him. @And the manager call up  and said, *Mrzs. Fleming,
sour dog is down here waiting for wou. I°7% get a taxi and send him up.
fnd  she  s=aid, "0h, no, don’f do that., 1771 be right down.® TlLaughter]
Sailed out the cther door and got his taxi snd took him home.

Germeral, obwiously the mititary tradition ran deep in  vour Family, on

both materna! and paternzl sides,

Coutd vou zizborate on what that meznt to wou zs & child?

Let me run some of it By firsi, I'm &z member of the Societw of the
Cincinnati, You ¥now that socisgty?

TEZ,; Sir.,

My great; greal §Eéndfathﬁr - marbe cne mores great - commanded the 4ih

Infantry of the Continenta? Line up is Morth Carciina. énd omns aof his

v

T

—at

zome was in the ouifit, and snother of hic szons was Killed &t the Ba e
of Utah Springs and so if went on 1ike thzi. My grandfather, as 1 said,

waz z Laptain, commanding Troop E of the First Ternesssee Cavalry which

Fd
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was [M.2.1 Forrest’s first command and starved in his brigade and division

it the tims. He was captured puitside of Columbia in the Batiie of
Frankiin and was & priccner for about a year, He was a strong-minded man

gnd  the Afamily was very Infivential ang very wealthy in Columbia,
Tenngssze, and they went totally broke, Thery had comething 1ike 200

1 i

slaves. o my grandfather moved to Fori Worth, Texas, with his bhrother

e

ard ranched for 2 white and then set wp ihe First stockrards when  the

i

taty [Missouri-Kansas-Teras] Railroad got to Fort Worth. 1 have pictures
of the Pollk EBrothers” Stockyrards. 5o then my father was born in Fort
Worth. He had one more brother. He went ioc West Foint, Kind of against
my grandfather’s wishes, But he became used o it and afterwards went up

and visited and liked it. 50 my dad was cowmmiscioned inm the B8th Cavairy,

waz Lizutenant and reticed just before Worid War I1 began as & Coionel,

e
~
~

and died shortly szfterwsrds. He had a heart attack, zeveral hexz

i
[3(]
1
-t

attacks. But anwway my brother and I, next bBrather, both went to
Point. My other brother went to Annapolis, ‘cause he Failed the physical
for West Foint,

What were their names?

My next brother is John Fleming Folk and my other brother is Thoma

w

v

Herding Poik. Then I had a3 sister who married 2 Weet Poimter: Mally Polk
married Harry Wilsen. But it's funny [thatl the next generation has not

gotien into ithe army except in 3 couple of cases.

Do vou have an sxplanation for that?

I don't Know. I fook my son up o Weei Foint & couple of fimes and he
finmally =3id, "Dad, this is not for me." I think part of i1 was that 1

w3s =2 gensral oy that time. He hag lived on army posis and everyihing,

but I thin¥ he thought it would be tough on him if he was a professiconal
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oldier, =zo nhe went to Vanderbilt, took ROTL, got his Master’s degree at

the University of Yirginia in Business and did two wears in the Army =5 2

[ o]
"

cond Lisutenant, Armor, but now he’'s hers in toan  as  president  of
Froperty Trust of america.
But =zt feast the armor tradition was carried on, sir.

[Chuckies] ¥eahk. Correct.

=
i
[x1]
L ad
-y
m
i
[}
—
p—
o]
r

igns  do rou have of Deing Bn oarmy child? Did wou return
from the Fhilippines shortly after regaining wour hezalth in Iowa?
Ma, My dad came back o Fort Rilsw. M»  early memories are of Fort

Riley, Kaneas., Une of my earliest memories was of my dad leaving for the

Ll

Funitive Expedition which is in  that Time [Movember 23, 1937Jarticle

~+
or

ere, khern that happened we had a house next door fo my  grandmother‘s

house, stared there during that periocd. Ther World War 1 brofle cui znd

Dad went to Europe in the Pershing forces {andd we  Just staved right

(1]

thers. e were next io my grandmother for zbout ihres more ryear
went to Fort Lezvemeorth, were thers for about four vears, s we had =

Tat of Ffun. You  Knod, the army does a Iet $for children. e had Boyv

Bocouts, we nad riding tessons, swimming lessons, we'd go hunting, do Tois

]

=
3

fnen we moved to Lexington, Yirginia, wherse mr

father was a commandani of VYMI, Virginia Military Institute. and that was
a wonderful  time. That was my teenage rears, from zhoot 12 te 14, It

was & wionderful town. 11 was 2 small town, marvelous school. A1l those
professors’  Kids were goina there, wou Kamae. Wonderful tezchers. And

the sports with twe colleges there. Eo vou Know, we Jjust had =& great

time. A marvelous place fo grow up. If was right op the north banlk of

—

the James. MWe weni canceing and fishing. I plared 211 Kinds of sports.

Just oz great place to grow up. Then I weni to best Point. Weli, 1 went
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to ...0ad came io Washingion and I went to Cranes  Schooi, 1 went

—+

seorgetown University for a while and then went to WHesl Faint.
&

~F
-

das gyer any  doubi iv your mind that vou were going to make the

e
2
[¥ i}

SPY FOMT career’?

1 i,

I don’t think so. Just giwars wanied to go. I nesrlyr weni fo VMI, =

3 =4

]

tter  of fact, but I got an appointmeni to West Point so Dad said, *1'm

di

-t 2 Major and it7s free, so you go io West Foimt.® flLaughter] 5 I
said, "Yes, sir."

What Rind of man was your faither, sir?

& Dbig strong man, bigoger than I am. Wider. Had a very resgnant woice.
Used to say, he's step out the front door and say, "Jim," and get me &l
the way acrogss  the pazraoce ground. But he wzs a ssntimental man, foo.
tsed to embarrass me. I1°d come beack from a2 trip or something., He'd meeti
me &% the station and Kiss me. “fou Know, I didn’t Vike thait., I[ChuckHles]

He  could sing. H

I

had = wondersul singing woice. &nd he had a very fins

nd &t that. I think

1]

military career. MWent to the Mational War Coillese

if he hadn’t gotten these heart attacks, he’d gone on fo something

It was difficult during the inter—war period in any case for officers.

Yeah, but we had nice stzfions and good times and so on.

Well, Jet’s see. Moither grew up in Burtington, Ifowa. &nd her name was

&L

Esther. Zhe wae the eidest of six children. aAnd she went to 2 Catholic

finizhing school in Pennsyivania and then as [ say married my father.
Met hiim at West Point where her brother Philip, 35 I meniionsd, was =
cadet. Motner went to see Fhilip and met Dad. 8o that’s how they met,
She oot & pretty sirong dose of the Polks all the time, [Laughsl Zhe

4}




Foll

ne

il

[l

Tl
P

Dix]

u

A

m

um

T

e

got Kind of tired of 11,

nistory and 211 that, 211

those gurs, and she got K
Bhe read 2 great dezl. B5h
attractive, wery charmin

successtul, wou Know Tocal

Feed when she was

Poll, do owou

smoKe?"  @&nd she szid, "Ye
5 dar.” He said, "Do vou

times a week."

Lon't change & thing.®

about

87 uwery quickir.
T2tl me, do yvou have any f
LT
I remember & iot of nmice
Going to football games an

Did wou piay footbail in b
Yes, practically every Doy

schoot. But we weres not a

Sir, vou oradusied from ide

i

Iy

Lr L]
i
o

What was the dcademy iike

=
—

Tt hasnt changed werwr
] E

changed it fo some degroe

there, But basically

Folks

fnd of fed up with that.

laved bridge. WYerw

g. She acted in plars &
plarvs., I took her o get
about 42 Lvears oldl and

drinlk?®

funch and I have & cockiail or twe beforg supper.”®

Said, "Heow much?®

and she szid, "Yes, I

"0h, marbe

atwavs getting Into geneaiogy and family

She plaved the gianc,

sgrial  minded, wuery

couple of times, very

&t

a phvsical &3

[
=t

the doctor at the snd

o

have & sherry
He said, "o wou

a pack or so

riay bridge?' And she said, "ves, two or three
ned to me and he said, "Mow don’t get smart.
{Laughterl Ehe died of 2 stroke when she was

ong memorisgs of

things about Lexington, Yirginia particulariy,
d baslethzll games.

igh =schoal?

i schiool had  in

very good team as i
7337

£t Foint in

much., 1
8¢ it72 net = rough and io
it's  the same.

play, =uch a s=small

rememner

think the women coming up there have
g up

ugh as whan we wWers

The curriculum has changed.




I
W

fan
na

-

g

HEPS

They're ailowed io choose courses and things like that, electiuves. bie
had & standard curriculum. I+ rou’d Been to coliege two wveare 11 didn'i

make any difference. You siarted right =t the beginning and went right

on  ihrough the whole curriculum, Plebh wear was & very ezsy year for me,

[

wWwas sort of amused by it, all this funmy stuff. It didn i bother me at
ail. And then I siarted getting info ifroubie. d&ng the Jast couple of
vears, I just hated it. I just hated it. I was in confinement a 1ot for
gemeriis, I got to kel Kind of & bronco. 1 think i4  anybody  thought
stage of my iife they nsver would've helisved
- I don’t Know what happened to me. I walked the zrea 3 lot  and  was

contined a Jot.

Rl

iy
[
-+

to be & corporal in my second clase wear, my
jurior rear, and goi busted because I got caughi out afier taps one night
downtmwen, I did about two monthe on the ares for that ore. and that's what

really staried me being such & bromco, you Mnoms., I was really lad o

1]

get eout of there ano be my own man again, #ou Krow, ® Znd Lisutenant in

great! [Chucklesl

“t

exzs, wWhich i jus

-~
or
ViF
=
-3
[}
W1

pects tor officers wers f3iriy bleak in 19733,

Mo, I donti think. Becaus

Vi

that was ithe depression. So we lieutenants,

see I got 312% 3 month pius #$12 for 2 horse. Th

L1+]

¥ paid vou for having =

-

P
i

FEg, oDwning & horss.  So we were betier off than ou in town by

-
e
m
m
Pt
]

=i

= month  and

f it}

tar and 5, I dont Know. My s£% expenses were mavhe 38
had 343 fo bloe. You can do 2 lot with %45 in 1933,

You beti.

d=it, the prospects of being = general or something Tike ihat pever
entered cur minds. In other words, my uliimatie ambition was fo be the

coleone] commanding the 8tk Cavalry some daw. That waz my ambitian.,

I was thinking aboutl prospects for advancemen

e

)
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Well, thew picked up 2 1ittle. MWe were promoted to 1zt Lieutenanis with
three w»ears” service, ancd there were some 2nd lieutenants with seven
rears’ service., Catght dug the whole bumnch. So then promotion picked up

atter that. Th But we worked hard and plaved hard.
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The notion was that the 2nd tiszutenants should e heiter than any socidier

in  the ftrocp. Bo  we were suppcsed to ride better, shoot better, all

[ ]

thase things. dAnd pretiy much we did becauze we went %o deill  in  the
morning  and  all the enlisted men were off on details, the guartermaster
and things TiKe that, sweeping up the piace, cuiting the grass and all.
5o the senior officers, sguadron commanders and captains, we all went to
school.  So in the Bih Cavalry there were about Z0 Znd  lieutenants, &nd
we went to school every aftermcon except for Wednesday and Zaiurdaw
[whenl we plared polc in the afternoon, Sometime on Sunday we plaved
polo. e had horse shows and poln maiches in Juarez and a1l that Kind of
thing, practice marches. It wWazs a very active Tifz., We drank z lci. I
wouldn't sz¥ 1o excess, but we partied & lat at night. I den't think
anybody  drank anwihing  in the dartime. I don’f recall it i+ they did.
and as far as any dope, any Kind of dope, I don't  think one of those
iegtenants inciuding myseld ever touched marijuans of cocxine or heroin.
£}

We could get it inm J You'd have & man come 4p o you

o=
3
g
4
pin §
I
=
]
1}
L]
1.
o
f

gnd  s3y, "You want some marijuana? Or vou want a girl? You want some

f¥esz.l dAnd the gambkiing stopped by that time. The casings were clicsed.
But there were a Jot of ... You could txke & girit over znd buy dinner and
have a good time, music and dancing, for about 3 or $4.

What were zame of the favorite spots in Juarez?
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[Chuckies] Well, the Mint Bar was = wonderful spoi. There was one guy
named Finney and he used o itake posi-dated checks. [ said we had pienty
of money but sbout the 20tk of the month rou'd start to run out and wrife
z check for %28 and put the +irst of the month on the check and he'd hold
it until the first of the month and then cash it. The Central  and  the
Mirt Bar were the iws mzin places. lWhen you had wisiters, ... &ir Force
gurs from Handoigh Fisld used to fi¥ through here so we’'d sometimes  take

them to the Moulin Rougs. [iauchel That was kind of & bad plac

12}

=

& coupie of  thinpgs, General. First, rou folks were deenlw involved in

To what extent were vou zifuned to develicpments in armament? las thers 2

zense that horse cavaliry was Hind of a passing [thingl?

Mo, there wasn’'t, curicusty encugh. But yes, it began to be appareni.

L
Tt
b

For  instance, my fast ... no, not my Tast, my third year here, 1935 and

28, I commanded ths armored scout car platoen. That was =iy  zrmored
Cars. They were supposed fo be scouting, but the ... 1 dont Know, the
writing was on the wall, They formed an armored brigade up at Fort  HKioox

ang then the Infaniry formed an armored brigade at Fort Benning. But ue
went to ihe Cavatry Schoct. After four years here, we went to  the

Cavalry GSchool and we were itsught cavalry tactics except armored tactics

o

oy one man, Colonel George Pation, who you Enow had commanded armored

brigade in Wdorid War 1. 5o we had some sessions on armor by Gearge

£

Fation, but aimost atll of it was horsemanship and horse doctoring  and

|

shoeing harses  and siudying cavalry campaigns. @Allerby’s campsign and

—
e

ome of those

113

nges .

#nd vet there was a fertain appiicabiliity of horse cavalry skKills or
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tactics,

F: Ok, s=sure. The transfer io armor wasn't & difficuif thing fo do becausze
we were thoroughly checked out in weapons, vou Know. #@nd so  the wesxpon
part of it was all right., e were thoroughly shec¥ed cut in terrain and
thiz Kind of thing. You ride a horse and wou l&arn  much more about
terrain fhan  you do driving & car or driving & tank even., So I used o
tell my armor people,”You ocught to Know before wou  try  fo cross  that
creel whether vou can gel across or not,” You Enow. "You ought to be ahle
to el 300 wards back whether wou czn gt across or not.  You ought io
¥now 1 vou can get through this terrain withk vour tamk.® “ou know. &nd
gome oF them, they didn’t Krnow that, which was just instinctive. &fier a
while ther gof so they could do 1%, &fter 5 while ther could =smell  am
ambush for instance, or something Tlike that. They Knew what Kind of
place they were going fo be. You get pretty good 2t it towards the end
¥ the war, but probably the maintenance wae the toughest thing o
transfer to. WMe didn'i Knme much  aboust  that. We didn't  Know  how
complicated <soms  of ihis machinery was and how vou need to take care of
it, now cften rou need to do these Hind of things. So when rou've got  oan
grmored unit, rou bear down on that preiiy hard.

Z: Tell & Tittie zbout Fort Bliss in the 19307z, Was it considersed a

]

-

ered along the border so  the

e place

other gplaces, Fori Clerk and Marfa and th

s ]
21}

dawn there, were not

e

g

nearly so nice as Fort Bliss., We had the division headguartiers here,
regiments of cavslry, and & regiment of artiliery and then the supporiing

troops, signal and quartermasier and 231 that. B0 then the other two

regiments  of cavalry wereg scaitered along the border in little, =zmall
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posts, sguagron posts.  Ha weah, we had svervihing up here  that ws
needed: nice gusriers, good barracks, and &tl thet Kind of fhing, good
sizabliss,

Haw did rou meet the local womsn?

Well, i1 wasn't very hard. [Chuckies]

Wers thers parties?

Yes. e were much cliocssr fo the fosn than IThe army is now, I wouid
sz¥.ine  army iz working o hard now too, wou Mnow. The girle would chme
to the polc games and we'd pick “sm up. And we were told & good way to
find a girl if »ou didn't Know any was to go to church 2 while, o we’'d
go to the Episcopal church and meet some giris. But it wasn’'t hard at
atl and ‘ther were happy fo have ue to their parties and things. So we
wers 1°d say, an integrated scciety with the nice girls in  town, wvery

guickir.

Wiven wou'd arrive, they'd inircguce vou right away.

You met your wite here?

Tez.

Tell me zabrut that. When was that?

1 was 3 bachelor for my first three wyears and she was away at school, in
Europe and s¢ on. Sc I hadnt met her. and she came bDack to fown and I
thought she was a great beauty.

Do wou remember when wou First laid exes on her?

Yes, [ChuckKlesl The 8th Cavalry was giving 2 gambling party and we went
cowsn and s&w the sheridf and got a roulette tahkie and a crap table and so
forth. e raised money to gei curtaine for ocur mess hall and some nice
china and so forth. S0 I was running the crap table., &nd all of & sudden
there was fthis pretty giri right across. Ilaughsl @&nd 1 told somehody,
You run it for s while.® Soc I started dating her, And the funny thing

11
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about i1 waz ithe standard thing was to stay s Fort Blizs for ihree vears
and then oo to Fort Riley for the Cavalry School. 5o 1 was couriing her,

But I didn’t have it Tocked up at all., Come June cot orders to go to the

w
i
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te & tetter ito General Cromer who'd been the

L]

chief of the cavalry, wroie him direct. Told him I was trying to marry &

dazriing cirl ang cou
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onie mare year.
and he grantsd thai reguest?
Yeah. Orders  came out. He mewer answersd ii; just orders zame out

cancelling my ordeérs so I could stay at Fori
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in and he zaid, "What's going on here?" I said, "Well, I wraote a lstter

teo General Cromer becauss I'm courting Josy Leavell and 1 dide’t want 1o

-

leaue " and  he

=zid, "You're supposed fo go  throuoh channels on

something Tike that.” I[lLaughsl I didn"t, thouch. 1% worked anwvass,

Well did vou marry then that next wvear?

Yexh. e got marrisd in Movembsr.

Movember of 1937

f37.

I guess that’s one of ithe advantages of the compact inter-war zrmy, sir,
There was  that personal touch which I don’t think is Tacking altocgether
these davs, & Tittle more problematical.

Yezh. Well, we Knew each other 3 lot better than they do o,

e 3
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ore we got married, Well, he died in March, and

we got married in Movemeber. He was a very proaminent insurance man.

Sherman apd Leavell was an insurance and rezl esiste company both, angd he

)

waz & fine athiete {oco. A championship golfer and he was & fun guv. i

never reajly oot to Know him, but I hear fun stories about him., How he

.
[
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went to & Big bBall the night when Mrs. Leavwell had a2 baby and she was mad
at that. Things like that. He‘s in the ET Paso Hall of Fame because he
shaoit four  consecutive holes, =iz under  par. Or a2 Par 4, he made =z
girdie. That's one. & Par 5, he made & 3; chipped in nis third shot.
o that’s an eagle. Pzr 4, he made znother birdie. FPar 3, he made x

hoie i one. Two eagles and fwo birdies, so he’s in the Hall of Fame.

Mrs. leavell was =z very {fine woman, awfully good woman but a wery good
Baptist. @And I'm afraid I was 2 cross to her because he dide’t like

drinking or anvihing 1ike that. BShe didn’'t approve of drinking. Zhe

didn’t mwing dancing and that Kind of thing. She wasn’t that sirict 3
Baptist. They had four children: Imogene Moore, whe Tives here. e,
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of Muifual Savings. So they are guite old and Kind of
intirm. and then Hate married Dan Whife. Wivite and Mithoff had an

advertising firm here and he retired and now they Yive in California.

nning of Side Two

Chariez i3 the woungesi of tithe Four and president of the Leaveld
Corporation bere. He’s very successful, verw wealthy man, very opubiic
spirited man, He's into suspything, be ang his wife.

I was going to ask wou, sir, whether thers was anyihing in rour wife
Background fo warn her in advance of the trials of being an army wife?
M. Mot at &li. She didn’t Know anything about it. Didn’t Know how  to
cool either. ElLzuchter]

Did she fearn?

Yes, she iearned. 1711 tell wou a fumny =tory about her. Bhe doesn’t

[

Tike 4or me to teid ithic story, But right afier we oof married we liwved

e
£
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right opposite he officers” olub in thosgse 1iitie bungalows, »ou Know.
And 1 gave her & dachshund +for & present, +or 2 ome monih wedding
Lanniversaryl present. & cuie Tittle dog. and Seneral Lear was then the

Fost Commander, 2  tough old Qird. e were all scared fto death of him.

#4117 of us were scared to death of him. He was mean, too. General Lear
wzs welking by the house and Joey came running oui the door with the
titile dog in her hands and said, "My god, Greichen’s got a2 bome inm her
throst.” Uh, no, she didn’t carry the dog out. T have it wrong. She

came running out tThe door and s=id, “Gretchen’s oot & beone in her

fhrozt.? Aot Geperal Lear saidy, 1711 be right back.® &nd ran back Ic
the commanding generai’s house and got his car and came rosring back i
pur  houwse and  Joey  came out with the dog. Well, bless his heari., He

Tavghed and  took Josy down to the vet's and the vet got  the bone out.
It frightened the hell oot of the vet with General Lear there. angd Joesw
E3

didn’t Know whe he was, came home, and told me about if, And 1 ssid, "My

L]

god, that was General Lezar. But we Found oui later that he had a
dzughter that sirazngled on & piece of meat or someihing, so he was

conditicned fg react. So after that Joey was = ogreat +rienc of His.

Ther wers good friends, liged to caom

1y

upg  and dance with her ad

gver¥ihing. Was crazy azbout her. I[Chuckies]

Z: So she had no Inkling?
Fr Mo. Bhe dide't Know rank or anvthina. She said, "0h, he had 2 star  up
there.” [Laughier] Uy, m» god., But uh, she reaily was a great army

wife, she ws z grezt army wife. And we were overseas =¢ much, ¥ou  Kno,

l4e  were overseas about 14 yezrs, and Mre. Leavel] vsed to come wisit us,

frer mother. e got on very good terms. She used to coms  siavy & month

L .

with us. We always enjoyed having her, 3She was z great cook, too.
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Taught her daughier to cook on those cccasicons. My wife’s a2 very good

cook now when she puls her ming o it.

Cy Hell, rou stared alt Fort Biiss for how Yong afier vou were married?
Fe Just November “ti1 Julw, the Following July. Then we went to Fort Riler

—t
[xt]

a—t
v
Caiad

To the Cawaliry School. Go e apartment ihere znd all of us ogoing

to  the Lavalry School were clustered in two couris, 1 guess about 50 of

Courts we called them. And fhen there was 3 BOO for the +ew bachsliors, so

Fort Riley and Juncticon
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City don’t offer very much, so it was all sort of pilaving charades and

parties Ti¥e ihat, very simpie parties. Ewversbady was having babies.
C: Were you having Dabises?
P: Yes, my daughter was born there, my eldest child., & lat of the women

rode, ad we had fox hunis znd polo games ihers. Very active, eguesirian

taved & 1ittle ftenniz,; not much., Mo golf. There waz z
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golf course there, but nobody plaved golf. We werse =20 busy
Dusiness, that it you didn't play pole, everybody Wind of Icoked down on
you., mnd we stared there two wears. And the second year was devotsd
entirely fo eguesirien events. e got four horses, and we had a finished
charger thal rou could do saber or pistol o throw him and shoot over his
Bzck  apd  jump and ride cross country  and  all that. Then we had a2
remount, which was & 4-rvear—old thoroughbred that was raised at Fort
renc, &nd he fad nothing on him bDut 2 halter. #And theo we had & polo
pony and then we had z green charcer, That was = horse that hed hesn &
remount  the wvear befors. S5c we had four horses and we rode Monday,

day . We rode  four

hursday, and Friday we rode eight hours

II
At}

Tdesday,

hours in the morning and about three hours in the afternoon, I gues
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And that’s a1 we did. And then we plaved polo or raced oo Saturdsy  and

Sunday. We rode our four horses. Wednesday morning we anly rode an hour,

an  hour  on  zach one. We rode gur four horses Wednesday and Saturday

.

mornings  and we plaved polo sometimes on lednesday  an Saturday

[»

sfierncons. S0 I guess we were puiting in pretty near 40 hours z week on

“+

hours & day, something tike that. #And then the best riders, about 5 o
ug, went ithe second vear. I was a great feather in  wour cap to get

second  vear, and it was fun. It was the most fun I sver had in my 1ife,

that year. Most fun. It was just fum a1l the time. We were wery
competitive., We had two oivmpic riders as our insiruciors. s Fimmy

Curtis and ... can’t think of his name right now, Dut  zhwwsy we would

slwavs fry to get ocur instructers thrown., 4 vou oot thrown and there

was dirt an the caddle, that ie the horse went down, vou didnt have o
Buy  beer, But if there was no diri on the saddie vou had io Duy the
whote class beer, so affer riding on Wednesday af noon  and Saturday &t
poon we  repaired  to the officers’ club for beger and whoever had been
thrown the previcus three days bought the beer.

Hows much did that wind up setting you back, =ir? Which 1 guess is my way

of zsking haow large your class wWas.

Mw wery Desi friend was Jesz Haw¥ins who was a2 company matfe at West Point
and 5 summer roommaie,. We'd switch around. &nd then he came to Fart

Bliss and was in the 8%h Cavairy with me for three vears and he went to
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it him vp there. Married a3 darling girl  from
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FPennsrlvania, no kest Yirginia. Butl he was Killed in Worid War I1.
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pad aboui 1t. He wzs the intelligence officer of the szecond

srmored division, Killed in Mormandy . But we had Tois of frienmds. e Tuse

v
o
!:..l
I

¥ of some of them now. Some of them are dead, you krow, We're all

getiing Kind of old., I‘m 75, [Chucklesl
Sir, how would wyou ewaluate the guality of the tactical instruction wou

Well, we tearnsd the basics of Frontal attacke, enfilade, surprise,

undamentais. There's not muech difference  than  the
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fundamentalz of armored warfare except things happen faster. They happen

¥
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g 1ot fastsp but it the same things [thzatl pertain, gnd we studied

tudied Worid War I, and so I°d sary the hasic

r"i'

Mapoieonic campaigns, =

company  tactics, battaiion tactics, were laid that first »ear at the

Crualry Schonl, We had some of 1t in the Bth Cavalry as a matter of
tact, befors that, because ocur squadron commanders would texch us things
Tike that. Chariie Gerbardi was my squadron commander. He was & wery

contraversial  liszuienant <coionel,; later commanded the Marviand-Virginia

Givisian in World War 13, & wonderful sthlete. leed to  tzke us  on
rides, just the Tieutenants in the 8th Cavalry. Thzt was shout ten of us

uess, But he'd ride oul across country and he'd pull up and

[
L]

i

2y, “You
Just had & machine cun shoot a2t you from riaght over there. What do yvou
do?®  Then he zavs, "You're dead.” [Chuckiss] fle’d reply.l "Draw  sabsrs
and chargers.” [He'd answer.] "4.K. That's not very smart, bDut you did
something.” o the division ie  that rou gz io Leavenworih to ithe

commanding gensral’s staff =chsol and  that’'s when rou get into the

brigade and divieion lewel things, and you get inic supply and
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transporiation and that Hind of sfuff which we never got I[previously.l
There’s 5 sharp line betwsen the bBranch school and the Leavemsgrih school
and essentially vou're dealing with company and Dattalion at  the §oser
ievel, some on brigade, not much. And then when ¥ou get to Leavemuorih

wou start right off on brigade and get te division and corps  and  how

they're supplied and wou get the right orders. You Know, wou do that
sort of thing. Have szznd fable exercises and command post sxercises  and
that sort of thing. That’'s where you learn the higher tactics.

There are critics of the army during the 20s who suggest that the army of

—

the 30= was characterized by a Kind of ennui, that profescionalism wasn’t

what it shouid have been, that the pinch-penny conditions of the fime

ES

retarded training. The picture that some paint is not a very Fizttering

ong of the army during those vears,

o
—t

we did have some... I remember in the §th Cavalry we had cne

s

captain that was a drunk aznd one that was incompetent but by and large
ther were not. Guite the opposite of what vou say, I7ve heard often and
I ¥ind of believe it7s irue that the army school zystem is what permittesd
the army to expand to 3,000,300 men or whatewer it was. Fer instance,
#ou sge; I was & lisutemant a1l during thzi period. I got to be & -
captain when the war broke out, so I waz a lisutenant For eight wears,

but I hag

w

Tot of commang experience in that eight »ears, &nd ihen I

it

wWwent to command & squadrom, battalion, and then a regiment. S0 1 jumped

e ot

from 2 captain in 1741 fo 2 colonel in 1944; captain, major, lieu

calonel, colonel [faps finger on desk fo accentuate each rankKl with  the

apnropriate  commands, #And I don’t recalil having any trouble about
tactics or sKills or the things I needed to Know, I think the school

sretem was very good., 1 think we made a bad mistake in the Yietnamess

[
3
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war in continuing the schosl system full bore. 1% didn’t change & bit

and thie drew off so many talenmted officers for rears, »ou Know, thai we
were very short-handed. In Europe, my command over there in Europs, we

nad in our battalions = liedtenant colionel, marbe & captain, maybe - He
didn’t star wery tongy he wenlt to YWietnam -  and  then about 20

0]

utenants, <ome of them just +r

0

shr caught, rou kKnomw, I was proud of
the +z2ct we could hold the srmy together under those circumsiances,

You wWere in Hanszs when Hitler was starting io move  around ouver  there,
Do you remember uwhat  rou were thinking or what vou were hearing about
whal was going on in Eurcpe a2t the fime?

I den“t think we were aware of it a3t z11. IChuckies] We wEre in 3
1

Vittle, encicsed enclave you might say, Viving our own Tives, It didnt

crags our mind that we'd be going to war at thal pericd. Mow  when  we

gt thers and wenit to Fort Myer, Yirginiz, and Georgs Patiton was sz

colonel, that changed our minds right now,. He gof us geiting ready io go

to owar, We were Kind of shocked, rou Know. e thought the oid guy was
b,

Crazy. LChuckiesgl Lrazy Tike & fox. Mo, that didn't concern us. I

remember very weli. I went zhead from Riley io Fori Myer, and Josy went

i

o se¢ her mother here in E1 Pas=o, got & irain and came up. The day che

rrived in Washingion was the day the Germans invaded Poland and  that’s

Yeah, in GSepiember, and that s when we Knew uh oh, this is etzrting to
igod bad.

But until then it didn’t even [occur to voul?

i¥
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working & iot harder, studving more, going fto classes that the senicr

m

offic Feid.
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bre  further advantzge of the interwar army, vou formed zzzociations with
I

folks who bhecame senicr commanders. In wour ietiers rou speak of  wvour

dzrs at Fort Mrer and was i1 General Marshall wheo lived nearby or the

s
hani 4

across the road.

He tiwed right there, He was in Quarters Mumber One 2t Fort Myer, Ye

Wi

We  Knew George Marshall. Hs  ueed to welk in the evening and speak io
gvervhody. They weren”t very socizl. He was working rezl hard. He'd go

riding sometimes, but we went to his house %

m

his daughier s wedding, It

[w}

was his second wife's daughter actuaily, Molly Brown, but she was & ...

T

fhey had a very small wecding. 1 guess he figured that if he opened up

L &L

T aii the senators and the high muckimucks and so forth, that 1 would
e endiess. Se  he just had the garrison on the post which wers Molilw
Brown’s friends. Sweet tittle wedding, just the mititary aitending. But
T

you Krow, we got to Know PFatton, Terry &lien, all those people. I Knew

zil  the cavalrymen one slace or another, polo tournaments or stationed

togethsr or the Cavalry Zchool or something 1ike that, practicaliy all of

the senior officers in the cawvzlry.

-

There’s thzt very memorable episode that »ou recount in the nofes fo wvour
ietters of your being calied to I guess it was 3rd &rmy headguarters  and

Marshall and FPaitorn werse there zand Marchzail

It was &t the ?0th Division headguarters. But 1 had just been attached

k=N

to the ?0th Division. My 3rd Cavarily was frequently sitached $o &
division. Thet was General Yan Fleet commanding then, who was very

famous, and he didn’t Know much about us and he wasn’'t wvery interested.

éand  so Beorge Pation and Marshall came to the division, and Marshall was

20
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e and he was a very sternm gquy and he had sort  of
metallic erez, scary, angd he'd made the mistake of miaing up Van Flest

with Yan Fleet, which i & weli~known story, [Editor s nate: The Fueli-

known  siory® is  that Marshell Kept confusing two officers named Lan
Fieet, one of whom was Known o him as a drinker and phifandersr. Every

A,

time the other Wan Fleet {James &.) appeared before Bim of 2 promoiion
« Marshall crossed him of¥.1 and that’'z the first time he’d met Uan
Fizel and he was Kind of stony about it tos, He went down the Tine apd
intraduced his three infantry regimental commanders and Big artillery

commender  and he got to me and he said, “Why, Jimmy, what are vou doing

here?" I°m smitez. I said, "I'm commanding the 3rd Cavalry, sir.? He
said, "0k, I Know that.® He szid, "How’'s w»our mother?' I said, "Just

fine, sir." He =zid, "I‘m afraid I didn"% write wour mother when wour
father died. I was so busy. I really can’t remember.” I said, “You did

write hery sir, I Know." He zald, "Well, I‘m gtad I did. 1Is shs getling

ateng all right?" 1 said, "Yes.® He said, "vou getting along all right
here? How  are they treazting rou?® I =aid, [laughsl "Just fine, sir.®

G+f they went and Man Fleet said to me, “khere did wou know Senerzl

said, "I“ve Known him 2171 my tife." [Llaughsl He

Bid,

[
[Ft]

HMarshalil?®

s

"Well, it rou need anvihing, jet me know.™ [Laughterl Isn’t that funn¥?

Z: UWhere were wou when war broke out, sir, sti1l at Fort Myer?
Fr I was af West Peint. Mo, I Teft Mrer znd went fo Mest Point., 1 was &

b
u
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1

er  up there. Ewerrbody can remember whait happened, whers
garl Harbor Day, if w»ou lived that ezrly. lie  were =z1 =
cockizil  pariy and somebody licisned to the radio, was Tisiening

radioc. Said Peari Harbor had just been attacked. ESzid, “0h, no. Coms

[}

an . Mo way, This i an Grwell sieory oo something. This was a2 drama.”®
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e Wnew pretity soon that wasn't so.
Was the courss &t West Point shortened to cope with the ...7

Yez, ane year. Hnooked off one  wear. @nd  they also iried fto irain

zviaiors there which turned cui to be & bad deal. Too much pressure on
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bie to be asble to fly. Theyr tried that for a while and
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geve up on 1i. They lost some cadeis that wzy itoo. That was 3 bad idea.

What was the general

o
w
w

nee in ihe army upon aur eniry intc  war? Grezt
contidence, uh, something =lse?

That’'s & hard guestion. 1 don’t Know., I Mmow that ub, personally 1 was
uery 4rustrated that I couldn’t get ocut of West Point and Join & umit.
he superintendent, right afier ihe war declared, wenit down to Washington

and got  an  agreement  that nobody could Teave West Point unless he
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ve them his authoriiy bLecause he was afraid that ther'd pull
211 of these talented oifficers because that was where 3 1ot of talent was
concentrated there in the instructor corpe. So I dide't get ocut of there
until Jume of 743, I got very frustrated zbout it. I went to see the

Commandant two or three times and he told me ome time, he said, "You coms

in here again I'm going fto prefer charges against  vou. You are
disicral.® I goit fhe worst efficiency repoprt I ever got in my whalsg
Tite. The guy szid 1 was disloral, not inierested in my job and studd

Tike that, which is not true &t 211. I didn”t let up on the job, but I

Was that z common sentiment?
i“d say it was abput 35-30. Thers were some gurs thai were gertectly

cantent to stay there. Mormaliy, not the tactical department but some of

these English protfessors and history nrofessors and sooon. I'm =ashamsd

ta say it, but it7s tree. They didn't volunteer. UWie had a very happy

fred
.




.t Point as & matter of

1n

tuig weare zt e

the frustration,

there’s iots of things to do around there. We'd oo down to Mew Tor¥  and
ouver to  BGoshen o the races. Then we had parties surselues and all the
cxdet activities we went ito. They had leciurers and we coulid go to lofis

of those things, and they had greaf athi

m

tic facilities s0 we could play

in the gym and we had basketball games among the officers and hockey
games  and  all  that Kind of thing after hours. S it wag x wery
interesting period and 2 Jot of interesting, fine people there too, so it

broadened my experience & iot wiih meeting all  those imstructors up
thers.
E: I'm surprised that »ou weren’t plocked out of West Point.

F: 1 had sceveral generzle write me leiters saving I ocught to get out of
there. Hell, I couldn’t get ouil, Said it I could get out, they'd give
me & itroop right =mway or something like that, vou Know., Genersa]
Crittenbergsr L[whol was commanding the armored divisgion, wrote me &
istter s=aying, ®lt’s not cood for your career. Yoo beiier get ocut of

there and come down here.” Made me Furious. fLaughterl I wroife him bkack

turped ogt
teaching
of studrsing when you

&1l the mansuvers. You Know all those horribkie
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menusvers everviody moans and groans SWEMDY COURiry,

mozauiioes and 811 that sort of thing. I those. So it s

zil right. 1 was lugky. [Chuckies]

Cr Your son was borp whiie you were up there”

P: Yes, ke was born there.

tc stop, © We‘re about oot of
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C: Mayhe this woulg e a good time
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Can we arrange to meet again, General?

of inferviewing sessicon, Mowember 24, 17
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& war another time.

il

L
TE

at




Beginning of interviswing session, January 7, 1788

=

§: Generzl, thank wou very much again. When we last spoke, ¥ou were
zpegaling  entertziningly of wour time at the Mititary &cademyr, on the

faculty tnere, I bBeiieve during the firzt wear and z hald or ifwo of

smerican fnuolvemeni in the  Second World War. Hould wou 1ell us
something of the circumstances of »our transfer to combat dutr?
F: Yesz. Ths taclical cofficers thought of themselves as an siite groun. e

be reizasec.And the ithird time we went in there, he szaid, “Come  in  hers
one more time and I'm going to make sure you stay here forewer.™ But it
hagd some effect. Anrway, | was released in the summer of 43 and went
immediztsly Yo Leavenwmorih to Command Stad+ School, which was an zleven

they could. éAnd I was fortupate. 1 had 2 cood friend aon the faculty,

dear 4riend, and the night before school began [ went fto call on him.

21% ithe papers =war. You had homework every nighi.
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st throw 11 a1l awar.® But he said, I ogusss it7s
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zzitd, "Bor, rou Knuckle down ‘czuse we're going grade practicalir ail of
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them.® Weil, my iwo friends From b thought

—t
"
au
[}

o him, "Czn I hand io & olank pisce of paper?® He =zid, "Sure,

" Sz ther thought I°d gotd
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them, »oo Know. [Chucklesl &nd they were workin
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was going to the moviss with @y wife znd all inis Kind of studf. LI Kegpt
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West Pointers. Ther sent Bernard Witson 23 z colonel and me as sxec  and
twr  sguadreon  commanders, dest Pointers, And i°m telling wou thzat
regiment gidn’t JiKe us very much. [baughsl We were getiing fough wiih

“gm,  rou Koow., And wringing Tem out real hard. A4nd Bernard Wilson had
Deen in World Har I and was = very wise man, and he'd been chisf of

weapshs  and  tactics at Fort Riler and bas besn throuch 211 srmy schools

foi of hobhiess, He Enmew all aboul watches and clocks and could repair

zlwarys & problem in those machine guns and he was perfect on if. ut

anyway, he was a good irxiner for me, for me as his sxec. A&nd we had o

dr s Tet of things, VTike we had to go 25 mites with z pack. You had wour
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preziy good werKout, 3 very good werkoui.

two moninhe I was put in charge of

You remember in

weren't alimwed to sav whers we wer
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thosze notes I referred to people so Mrs. Poil would Hnow where 1 aas,

T -

Things

—t

fke  thsat. We were in Broo¥lwn for aboui fwo weels; something
wrang with the skipoping and then saited for France on the old fguifznia.

1t was net escorfed becavuse it could oo 20 Krots which is faster tham the

German  submarines could go, but that wasn’t 3 wery good feeling. There

s wouid hold about hald of them. IChuckiesl I couwer that in th
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i1 rour saying thai ths worvage was relatively comfortable or at

tezst fhat the ship in its herdsy was fairly comfortable.

-

Well, it had besn buf no, we were sight foc 2 siafe room. He were doin
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what is called hot bDunking. Two people fo one bunk, [hapohs]
Weil, that’'s not very comfariable.

BMo. That's not very nice.

and it wes with the I106ihY

¥es. 1 was adwance detzii. &bout ften of us went as  advance
jay out ihe camp and gei 11 staried and get 311 ihe British an
where the suspliiss were zng where we drew supplies and rations
ithat ¥ind of 1ihing. Sz it was & busy tTims. 5o then th
tolloeed me Oy aboutl two weeMs, I gusss, and we had things pretlt
order zi that time. EBritish are +funny the way they seif up 3 Cx
thing they build iz the officers’ mess. [Chucklesl It7s 2 +z
then they bulld some lztrimes and then  fhey put up some
guarters and ihen they pui up some fents for the scldiers. &nd
¥ou  couidn’t get foal or oil. We had peat. The Smerican soi

£0 oisgusted with geat, vou Know. They couldn’t stand that stu
211 it did was glome. There is no flame fo it. It just Kind
iike  ihe end of a3 cigaretie, rvou Knwme, and dicn it pui oul much
itraingd hard in Ergiand. There wasn’t much sise to do in
piace, So owe'd go up on ine Midhook moors and shoolt our w
manegver and that Eind of thing. e had 2 iot of cowmmnand gost
gnd Colons? MWilseon's Knowledge really paid aff and he made  th
ocne  time, Jjusi bkefore Day b, He made ihe comment that, "This
regiment and i we just got about three davs of cuiet, front i
we couid get 211 the nerves down o normal,” szid, “we’d he e
and we did. e were very foriunate in thati regard.

In your Yeiters homs, vou paint a picturssoue poriralt of Engl
wartime. Could wou amplify on that 3 1ittie Ffor the record?
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Well, wau Know,

hedges. ide
Chegter. Chest

didn't have enough peircieum to get up there, 50 [iaughsd we fook it over

wine and wery good food, so it becams Kind of ocur second officers®  club.

o5 )

1% newer forgel The Cat and the Fiddle: [t was 3 great place.

Foml

remember your writing fo wour wite about the chinz. Do you stil] have

iy

Yeg, We do. We still have 11, I7we goit 2 dozen dessert plates, beautiful
plates. It thiok it was Spode; I can’t remember. MWe were mear =z place
cailed Stoke-on-Trent. That’s not guite right, bDut anrway ihere wers
thres fampus chins factories there: Spode and s coupie of sthers. g

wWe wWent guer ihers and got some one fime. 1 was horrified 2t that niace,
thouah, berause they had twelue-vezr—oid bovs working in there, working

hard, workKing 10, 12 hours a dar.

fezh. Hight in the manufaciuriog bit of it. OF course, 2 Tot of the men
fed been drafied and e+t and so they were Kind of short-handed., Thew

szxid they were apprentices and they said, no, this was very Common,

ldas thers much evidenoe of the war where you wers bkilleted?

Moo More at 811 where we were, They had 8 home gusrd thers. grd  the
Britieh wouldn’t mese with them. They thought they were Kind of =iliv.
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and they were Kind of Ffunny, bui fhew wer
coupte  of iimes we maneuversd agains

these old gurs would turn oui with their shotguns and thinas, wou  ¥noms,

and  they meant business. 11 was pretir good ifrzining “cause there were

smbushes and all thai. UWell, of course, when vou weni to London, 1
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all  around  wou, a1l over the place. I oot & leave in Londan for thres

dzys, stared a2t the army hoiel there, Columbia Holel, right there on Hyde

Parid, and thers was & raid every night. and z io

in Hrede Park and ther’'d 277 Tt go. It was very spectacular. I nsyer
heard of anrons geliting shot  down. Mgt have scared el oT¥ or

Yeah, uh huh.
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peapie,

I would imaoine by 1744 the BEritish had $elt ther had come

b
o
-
il
e
1w
b g
-
ot 3
¥

worse. Was thers an edge to the Eritish merntaliir st that point?

T oo - T~ - s - - . o o
i welcomed us. Vou Know we wers 'tuitﬂa

L

gugryoody  exid, oyerpaic, oversexsd, and over here.”  LlLzughterd W

teld not to comment on fhe rowal  family o their funny, Tiftile

Was there admirztion on the American side, thai the British had coms

through?

We didn’t gee ihem wery much, to itell wou the truth. They were in =z
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different part of Engiand than where me were. HMost of

-+
oy
L
(Xl

=1
v
KA
e
~
]
]

e
i

£

gre  down  in the south part of Enclznd ang we were in central Englandg,

iE

S0

There wasn’t much fraternization then?

Mo. MWe dign‘t reatly ses them. ks oot zome of ths Tocal peopie. For

e

instance, we'd fake a #10 can of mixed fruit, »ou Know that peaches and

them. lde were itk of i1, I went toc dipner five aor six  times with

British coupies that I met through these manesuvvers, zsople arcund there,

I think that I remaried in my noies: the women didn’t have any siockings
and their leges were all chill-kizsined. [Chucklesl Wery uoiy legs. #nd
they didn't have any clothes to speall of eithsr. WYery poorly dressed and
wery conscigus of it, as a matier of faci. But ther hao really zuffersd,
realiy,
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1 gathered from vour tettersz, [there wasl & Ffairly difficultl regimen

T

in England for Americans. Living conditicons were 1 guess varied.

72z, Well [inl England Februzry, March, and #pril are pretty mean months
s a rule., Thers's & 10t of rain, net much sonow, just miserable weather.
fog and rein and that Kind of stuff. Then along sbout May, it just getis

beautiful. May and June in England are just super.

Hard work?

Yeah, we were working hard all the time. e did a Tot of night mansuvers
which paid off too,

Did vou have any senss of whai it was you were working hard to accomplish
ultimaiely?

Yes, e were ... well. The senior officers - that is the sguadron
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; and Cotonel Wilson — were what wss called “hHigotsd,®

e

*Higoted® meant thai rou were in on the scheme and you Knew what part vou
were  supposec to pisy in it. How they didn'i tell wou the grand scheme,
but they gave wou for instance the msp of the besach #ou wers supposed  io
tand on and ihe road net Behind it and what we were supposed fto do.  And
we had & mission [thatl scarsd the diskens wout of us “cCause we were
supposed to land at U

zh and cut across Brittany and Normandy and go down

and  capture UHuiberon Bav, as &n independent mission to gst
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cilities dowen there at Suilberon. You Know that mission didn’ i work ouft

e 1]
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2t &ll, but we had mags how o get to Guibsron Bay and it looked to o

tide =2 pretiy tough missicon. But we had some fhings that were going o
Le attached to us, some tank desirovers and some artillery. 17ve  often

dead!
Z: What was the genera! sense in ike commanc upon receiving vour grders io

el
i
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Ty, to begin wiih, we were on a command post exercise somewhere un  in
the Moors, Iin thel =zouth of Scotland, and we got word abowt 4 in the
pericgs of intense activiiy where we were ifold, "Send anrihing, Jjust #ii1

n messages to gach other" on the B&%R zssigned freguenciss,

anc then we'd get & cut-off sometimes. Well, we got & cut-off, I guess

it was June the 3ih, and then that night that ended the LPE, we couldnt

have any radics. 8o we sort of gathered in &  femporary camp  znd that

LT
i

might we heard 11 these airplares going north inte Scottand, & huge
number, and fthen we heard them coming south again. Ther had io go up  ta
Bcotiznd fo form up, all the parachutes and svervihing. Well, we Knew
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that was it, Thers wasa’t any doubi. That was too Big fo be 2 dress
refigarsal. 5o we packed up and went back o ocur camp near Chestsr and
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got ready to go. And we were supposed to g Southampicon on D+4 and go
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slippec = bit becauss when ther oot over there
ner wanted more infaniry., They didn i think

there was much use for us over thers until they oot out of the hedgerows.

L)

e

Soowe didn't go down fo Southampton until about G+i0 and went in abou

-

Drig4, as I remember, And it was wery scary geiifing ashore, nol from the
gnemy bscause we landed in & safe place, 211 right, so thers was 1o

shocting at us except ihere was & 1ot of shooting af night, anti-zircratt
2tuftf. Like the gaAuygustz was right out thers in the baw, and it was
teiting go 2t rmight af 211 the enemy planesy there weren’t  too many, I
don’t  think. Well, anwvwar, 211 the carpage of Gatile arcund there, rou
Knowi Durned ocut tanks, broken LETs, ammunition boxes. There werzn 't  any

but there were some SGerman dead that hadn 't hesn s51)

right. The nighi we got ashore ftwo frocops lired up 2t znoles and fired
2t sach other. That's how spooky wWwe were. &nd heagouarters company of

the 10&th Squadron, headguarters company sunk. Their LET hif 3 ming Just

cut of Southampion snd so they did beach (%, but they iost &ll  of their

gquipment  and lost 2 feu men. S ther had to go back and refit znd thew
tost the whois squadron staff and everwihing. So bad =211 the 1lins

iroops, 0 Dolonel Wilson put me inm charge of it, and all I had was an

b3

groored Car and 3 Jjeep and a counie of real good radic operators, so

Wags runhing
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guadron with nothing. I1 wes very sxciiing. [Chucklesd

Yery hard. Bui the headqusriers compzny  and  the commandsr  showed  un
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we wound up

anviay i f # rath
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¥ ihat ok and
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interssting Job becau
wWar because we
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and start io go get Ch

Trom abou

Ly

ool ower his command

an mwful ici in

in my o, It was

we were fortunate in that we were

. We were newt fto z division, but the

ross the peninsula, snd they were jusi sbou

gr-Dourg when we WEre

n zlang

here. Byt

onE .

fa bWe  were

is srom going to Cherbeourg and similarly to

Well AFortunately enough,

ihe Germans. Ther didn’t try o reinforce Cherbourg

pecple pulled back insid S0 we had =

VR

s

ga¥, & very guiet fen dars of frontline contact, bu

Bernard Wil=son said was right: we were good
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istante encouniered?

af it

Pime we wer gl out,
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se the monih of fugus

ing thig.., well, one

the oiher was Flun
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T Erest 211 the way io gaoing

zcrose France in the oiher direction. The signal zorps couldn’t handle

it And this 4th Cavalry was z very unusual outfit, They had besn in
ireiand. They were supposed to go to North AFrica, so they hadn't been
cadred, They'd been together for & Tong time and so they had marvelous

radic operators. They'd been sitting over there doing nothing else, »ou

=
)

now. S50 we had this far~flung  nefwork. It was sort of modelsd on
Montgomery. [Hel had the sane cutfit with his divisions that reported

direct to him. The division commander didn'i 1iKe it very much, and the

corps commanders Decsuse we weni over their heads. Didn’t ao  through
channels, Wemt siraight to my headguarters at 3rd @rmy, and I was just

E}

stuc right gp next to 3rd army. We’d Just deliver messages to  the

operations officer as they came in. We Knew where every divizion was,

-+

what they were doing, and ewverrvthing because we had & guy right there in
the division hesadouasrters. S0 1 MickKegd zround to that job. And they
were old-line cavalry regiment. I hated %o leave them, but Joe Fickett,
their commander, came back, so then I waz sent oui to {ake command of the

igth, which was at thai time at Brest. I didn’t stay fhere very long.

ers, General Fation sent me out in his airplane

zng when the 2rd Cavairy 00 got capfured, Colonel Drury, he sent his
airpiane out for me and I got the 3rd Cavalry. Well, the 3rd Cavalry was
another differeni Ketile of fish. Ther were o new 11 was ridiculous.
The old Zrd Caualry ai Fori Mrer had beern zent to Benning, turned intc

tank battaiicns, so this 3rd Cevalry had just besn zctivated szabout nine
months before. Thew had great personnel. Most of them were drafted from

northern MNew York and were sies! workers znd farmers, not from RMew Yook

City, bui ¥rom Svracuss and @ikany, all that arsz around in thers, Thewr
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211 woried in factorizs. They werse tough guys. Feally tough gurs. &nd z

Toat of ihem Polish, Lot of Poles. and we had z Tot of Tipguistis. Thew

[Chuckiesl They hated the Germans. The Peles rezsily hated the Germans
I think most Americans, after woufve been in combait z Titile bit, »ou

Ynipw, ¥ou hate “em. But it just came

surrender to the 3rd Cawalry, vou'd better e guick zbout 1t. 1172 not =

that were shot and not just in the Zrd Cavaley 2ither. e dont write

I'm now reading, he mentions it happened & good Bit with the British

- T o LI S | S, — i— - L
AT . (31 that book incidentaliiyx it
T A - L. S

it

Let me ask you somsithing, sir, 2t the risk of sounding naive about jt.

fiere was 2 particular zi

that infegcted th
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this war, ot I wonder how much

Ghy I think wery much soc. Yes, ufi hub., &fter 2 while, we could see  the
grnd. ldhen we got in that race across France and bhaenged into Siegfrisd

Lime; we could see the end. You Know we didn’t have a tour 1ike they did

in Korea or VWietram. e weren’t ther

we  won the war. So *G5et on with it
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28

for m vear. ke wepes  there gnii
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this dad gum thing aver with. e were no
2t 211. The French were very nautral. They didn't Know whether

wWe were going to star or not, I think, &nd they’'d beesn under German
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and 80 these farmers, they wouldn’t help »ou =t &11. Thex
weren’'t  against ¥ou, but  they wouidn’t help wou. Mow we got g Titils
further inio France when we Finalily broke out of ihat beaghhead and the
Freoch just overpossrsd us with wine and flowers and cheers and
there were some Bermans down the road and things Tike that, wou Hnow.
ance gurs turned ocut. You wondered if they d just joined
the resistance  the dsy Lefore. Ther all had =ome Kind of resjstance

story, every man. [ChuckiesI And vou'd Took into them, and it Lwould bel

pretiy  shaky. Bul we were picking up plicts too that had been very well
treated; had been cencealed by the French, until we came =zlong. I

remember one piicoi, He said, "0h, don't get me. I'm happw.' [lLaughierl
He had 2 girl friend in this farmhouse, drinking fhat siuff.

What about the political comsciouspese of the zverage American fighting

I dan”t inink there was very much, no. And rou sse we were in the  iezd

Tisten ioc the radic and there wasn’i too much news on the radic, so 1

o Know zbout Booseueit ar the
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home  or anything Vike ihai ewcept from letters and The Stars and
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porzsionaliiv. Mo. 11 was just 2 job to do and they were wery good
e got a2 compliment gne time. I considered it a great compliment. e

were ug arcound Trier, in Germany, and we were hit by the Zrnd 55 mountain




Paotk
them #ither, It wasn i & big ouifit, I1 wasn't z whole division or
gnyithing 1i¥e 1%, Probably & good, big batialion was about all. But  ws
tapiured 3 tand  order of the Division 5-3 and -2, and they said, *The
Ird Cavairy will ... .

End of Tape #2, Bide One

geginning of Tape #Z, Side Two

31 UWhat about ithe orders that were cantured from this 55 mountain division?

Pt ZSzid that "The 3rd Cavairy will counteratftack in 30 minutes with one fank
company, foitowed 10 minutes Yater with asnother tank COMmpany . énd i
faid = I won’t name  ihe division - it zaid, “Such-and-such infanirv
division witl counterattack with cne battalion in the late afferncon.”
Well, a= gvents came out, I had one tank company hit them in 20 minuies
and 10 minutes the next one, and this divicion counteratiacked with one
batiziion the nexit day. [Laughsel 3Sp they had a pretty good feel for us,
¥ou #nod.  They alsc said, "Thers are fwo ocutfits we don’t like to be
arount because they harzss us all the time. One’s the 3rd Cavaley and
the other’s the 20ih Diwvision.' 1 belisved in bDeing agoressive, rou
Know, znd we were spread ocut Tots of times resl thin, so I figured i+ we
weren’t  aggressive, ihey were going to start gicking on uz, which they
did wery 1ittle of, but sometimes they did. But we zlso were along the
Moselle in Ooiober I guess it was, of “44, and General Bradlew moved his
headguarters up to Luxembourg City. We were in 4rocnt of  them in
cuxembourg LDitw, on the Mosslle, zbout fen miles in $ront of them. And
=g one of the colorels from fhe 3C section, from the army group, Came  UD
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those 1ittle cirgies there along the river?® and I zaid, "Those are reoon
clatoons.” He said, “Hoe many people in 2 recon glatoon? 1 saiad,  "Oh,
there are supposed to be shout 36, but we are down too about Z5.Y  And he
said, "How far apart ars  ther?F and 1 said, “dh, thres or  four
¥ilometers." He said, “Can wou sge each other?" 1 sazid, "Mo.” He said,
Ydhat Keeps the Germans from coming through®' "Weli,” I =zid, "Scme Came
through tast nighi.® [Laughs] That goi his interest. And so a Titiis
after that, we were relisved Dy the 2drd Imfamiry Divisian, tlaughsl
That’'s quite 3 compliment I think.

lere the Germans that vou encountered beatsn fighters?

It was a1l Kinds. Uk, the people thai manped the Siegfrisd Line wsre

yery low ciass Kind of solidiers. They were conscripis ang some of  them
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were =igd  ang oid or roung, or something 1ike that.
crouching in their concrete forts. But & sick man in & conceste fort can
be kKind of dangsrous. He’i11 shoot a2t you and fesl perfectiy safe
Gimselt, ¥ou See, SO
divisions. The Fanzer divisions, ithey were high class irocops, uwery high

he Yolkegrenadier divisions werg sorit of mediumg

they weren’t oo good. But they had wusually 2 coupls of 855 in each rifis

m

Tmost. So

£

company, Ther wWere mors afraid of the 55 than they were of us
they did an adeguate Job, but we oot toc Know some of the Fanzer
gdivisions, and for instapce the 1l1%th Panzer Division was sort of  the
back-up Fire brigades in front of 3rd Army. And when some fighting
ztarted, the I1lth would show up. &nd so we wers irring fo brezk  the

sgcref switch ting, and thie new division came in and put them up againsi
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a battalion and
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this gegneral szid what he would plan
have them capiture z casemste every day, one 2 day. and I was right next
to him and he hsd taken ower a sector from us, so0 1 ¥ind of waiched over

them. é&nd he zsked me what
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pull in the 1iih Panzer Division in abgut three or four dars.* and  sure

nut, [in apoutl three davs thevy showed up and just clichbhered thisz
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irring to tade this casemate. 3¢ that Kind of s&icwed
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oan on that idea, bDut we frad & very bDitfer winter. 1t was cold and

rainy and tough, but we pretty much Tived in the vwillages by this Yime,
It was kind ef funny. My hesdguariers was cutside of Thionville, &

chateau by Count Dimitri, and we camped out, They had lovely, big park

around  the chateau, and so we 211 camped oui there Tike we’d besn daing

all the time. é&nd =sc it started raini
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Can the mess move inte the chateau
hepe.® MWell, we gradually began moving into the chateav. [Laughier]
In & fow wesks guervhody was in the chateay. “&nd it was  fumnnw. g

thought fhere was someithing funny going on because Count Dimitri cwned

one of the big steel miile in Uckanos, which was down the river, and we

noticed atter 2 while that the stesl mill never was fired at nor was cur
chateau, And we figured he had relaiives or friends on  the octher sids

1\
s |

and was sort of haid German, half French, »ou Know, havirg 1iuved tfhers
Alsace =il ithat time. Buti we dida’t frust him worth a damm. Hz'd come
up and wisit us once in 2 while. But aftter that, we Tiwed in dirty,
ort better ifhan szfety a lot of
times.,
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pent much of ithat winter in and around ihe chateay on the Moselle?
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e spent most of 1t ... . We crossed the Mosells an abouit  the 14ih  of
Movember and sSo we were Deitween the Saar and the Messllie 181 March,

mowing ug and down as atitacks went on or the battles would sway around.
S0 we moved up and down ifhe Ssar. Dot io Know thzt asrez preity well, but

we didn't breall that switch Tine until 1 guess i1 was zbhout March., Then

To owhat extent, sir, was wour unit affected
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Well, it was very cosily in terms of what we could have accomplished
hecause the 7ih armored Division ran out of gas, tank by tank behind us

when we were golng up o the Mosetie. That wss the first of Ssptsmber,

and we actually had one reconnaxissance ircop, commanded by a2 Capfain

to the Maselle and

ko
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Jackson, who brole throuvgh and weni 211 the
hicnville, captursd the bridoe intact, cot wounded in the process, and
they had fto call him beck. [That haopened? before T had taken command of

the regiment, just before. But svery time we got running, we wonld have

halt lines, the resxson being that we didn’t have encugh gas
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goaing. @and sc¢  the 2rd &rmy got smart zbout it zfter a1l that mix-up in
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wWe werg o powerful by that time, we could overcome it.
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re likKed him, weah., Mo, I don’t ithink so. Hiz speech befors we
oot into action I think antagonized sbout fen percent of  the command,
“capse it was so grofane. It wasn’t the galiltant Teader that some pecpie
thought should be Yeading us, wou Know. But I think ninety percent of

the soidiers thought it was jusi greait. Right down their ailer. 1 wrote

£
o




Fe

[fs}

o3
v

-1

Bern. Waliter Bedelil Smith, Eisenhower’s chief of £t3%%, and he didn’t
Tike Eisenhiower very much 1 don’i think, although he gof along with him.
He made =2 2oint of frving to get along with him. Byt Smith was

Cisenhoaer s haichet man. He was rouoh. There waz 2 fair  amednt of

T

hiring and firing of division commanders and brigade coomanders in those
dars, and [i+ 1 w»ou didn’t measure uUp... In EZrd army iF rou got

e

&

overrrun, ¥ou oot relieved. That was just zbout the size of 1t. @&z vou
Know, in the Hattle of the Buige the 14%th Cavalry =~ was it fthe 141k?
reah, no, I'm not sure -~ 10Znd Cawalry, weszh, Ther goit cuerrun, although

they fought Tike hell, individual treoops, But both the commandsr and the

+

-

gxec ot relisved, Thai’s about 1t. Owerrun, they con’t wani wou any
marg. You've lasit the confidence of your scolidiers, was the attitude. Zo

I Knew doggons well that |f we sver got overrun, 1 was gone. [Laughterd

Do wou think thai was a saiutary precedent? Or salutary policy?

I can”t really sary, =lthough we scceplted %, We understood (i,
understood the reason for it. General Patten wisited uws quite ofien,

more ihan anrbody else ‘causs he had commanded the Ird Lavalry.

was a collective pervousness every time he'd visit ug because ithey

vigii or just see how we were geiting =zlong, you Know. Sort of go over
the siiuaiicon, very nice about it. MWanted to Know i$ we nesded zan¥ihing.

that ¥ind of thing. gt in trouble about 1% once. Well, 1 KEnsw
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i.iHapdl Gay, chief of staff, very weil foo. He'd Geen in
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the 3rd Cavalry. And =o Genersl Gay used to czll me up every weed or =03

o Eno hose we were getting atong. Or if we had szome Fight or

Tir

to Hnoow how many people we'd Igst znd =0 on,  Soowe had a2 fighi and kb
"1 potice wou lost five tanks.® I said, "Yeah, we got about hals
the mep back."' and I said, *We dished it out fo them pretty hard too.

and he said, "Mell, whal do vou need? And I said, "Sure would Tike 1o
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bout three itank cresws.® ZSc ke saye, “UGn theip way.”

[Lhaughs] Sc the next afterncon here comes five ftank transporiers with

"idell, he asked me. I'm sorry.?  PWeil, don’t do that agein.’
- b i e - =, - - : i . i - -k}
[Laughsl fou  Knms, Oenerxl Gay was real good, but »ou ¥now, another

story onp Gensrazl Gy was: I was coming inte my command post late in the
stiernoon  in my  Jeep and there was 2 wire Iruck from corps coming down

the road, throwing wire off ithe side, ¥ou Know. &nd this sargeant running
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Szid, "Yeah.® fCh,  for

od’s  sake, GBeneral Gay ie doing a cisar the line. Been lashing me down

the road since sariy morning geiting some wire in o vou." I szid, "Hook
it intg fhe =wiich board.® He =zid, “HNo, noo it's right here.”

ILaughterd Right on  the truck. 5o he clieared the line back o General

Say and gave me the phone,. &And Generzl Gay =ald, "Have wou szen The
Stsrz  and Sitripes this morning.” 1 said, "Mo, sir. 1 haven i ssem it
for four or five dars." He =said, "Well, there’s a front page story about
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Z: Mo, sir.
F: I didn”t¥ And he said, “Is that frue?® I said, "1 don't Know." He said,
“Well, 1t's a preity furid story. Her name is Marcia. # Lieutenant

Downs  picked her up  in Orieans. &nd she rides a3 bicyele zhead of them

4

into fown somelimes to sse i+ there're any enemy around there.® grnd 1

said, "I didn’t Know zbout that, =ir." And he said, "Listen, Folk," he

understand?® and he savs, "If wvou got any more of them, vou hetter clean

hem out, foo." Well, turns out thers was another girl riding with ...

[

This was a front line reconmaissance plataon.  So don’t Know,  marbe

wWwomen  have & place in combat. [Laoghsl & few of them. Ordinariliy he was

]
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F: Yeah, I did see that.

Z1 What do wou think of that?

Fr I think that's good, I'm not sure I read it 311, but I Kpew him  very
weii. Yeah, he's & fine man. I was attached fo him in World Wer 11 &

number of times, iwo or threes times. &nd then I was his §
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a while. A man of great charzcter, great character. He'd listen to his

statd, listen carefully, ask guesiions, wouldn't make up his mind wepw

but  when he mace it up, by God, that was (1. Thers waen’t anr
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quibbiing or ... You carried it out, We had 2 funny thirg happ

worih  putiing in here. You Know he Yed the leading infantry regiment ic
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E fi. 1 guess vou read that. and finally he get the 20tk




Division, and they had had about thrse generzis reiieved by this time zand
sne prometed. They'd had 2 bunch of generzls through there. It was =

good division, too. I Viked them. But the first day he too¥ command of
the F0th Division he had his regimentzl commanders znd me - “cause ! was
attached at that fime - and said he'd been talking to Generaz! Walker, ihe

corps commander, and that ws hadn’i taken a2 grizoner in about three wesls

along the Meselle. Arnd by God, he wanted some priscners. Sz he s=aid,
"Each regiment will geit me & prisomer tenight.” Mo, it was along the
Zaar. We had to go in the Siegfried Line. 3o, uh, we had several plans,
g0 I went home and said, 0K, we 11 sxecute Planm B." &And it was in

Uckange. and the idea was that we’d send a Lieuienant Carfwriokt and

A

sargeant acrose the river in & boat and we'd stack susryihing azround

them. e d have bDox barrages prepared and some  fanks and  some  anti-
gircratt guns with 30 caliber, multiple 3fs. We had “em protected ever:

i
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possible way. And so Cariwright took off and just about that  time  f

catied me +rom  headguarters. I was down with the froos, And said
General Yan Flest was in my headguarters. That was unheard of. Ho

general  ever came in  our hexdguariers at pight., ang I said, "I1917 be

right back.” aAnd ther szid, *No. MNo. He wanis {o come down.?
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free.” And ke says; "I capn’t. He's coming
£

down. I“vg geot to bring him dows.® Well, the god damn thing was z717

screwec  up! and finally  shoui the time Van Fleet came in this bezi-up
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vlace, dirty, 2ll the =c cans  arcund, horribis
teoking outfit, greasy unifeorms. and Jjust about then Cardwricghi sars,
"I“ve got & priscner. Let it go." S0 everrthing +ired. {imitating
sgunds  of explosives] 11 was g hell of 2 displar. Anc Beneral MVan Fleed

walks in jusi zbout this time. And he sars, "What’s going on?”
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gaid, fwell we’ve got z priscner and we're profecting him coming back.”
"Great." Ho Cartwrighi comee in with this German who didn't Know 2
thing. & dumblkopt. &Ard General Yan Fleet and I interviswsd him right

theres on the spot, rou Epow. This guy dion’t Krnow znwthing. So the next

morning we had mnother meeting dowrn there and nobody slss had gotien =
prisoner, and  Geperal Yan Fleet szid, "1 think we’re going io have

-k

Coionsl Polk teach you infanmirymen how to pairsl.” Well, bov, that went

oyar. Thery were friends of mine, vou Know. That really weni ovsr.

Laught

m

r1 S0 owe walked out and Ry Beil sares, ®Jimmy, rou son-of-a-

Gitch, »ou hacd that guy stocHpited all the time. I'm not 2ven sure he’s

4]

Eerman." TLzughterl “Youfue been Kesping him for two weeks  for just
such  an aocasian.® I said, "Moo I didn't. We really captured him.,™ You

Know ihgse three gurvs don’t believe me wetl., I saild, “Why didn't wou think

of (1¥F Gemeral Van Fleet inought I was greal sfter that, justi great. We
were his favorite ouifit. [Chuckies] and that's how I got te be hiz 52
in HKorea. I was 52 of ?7?7 Corps and when his 32 got sick or something,

why, he pulled me down. I 2iwars thought he never had any bad habkits or
any Bad +faulis. He didn't drink and he didn't smode and he wasn’i

protfane. Uery positive, Dot not profane. But after being hie 22 and

gaxting in his mess, I $ound out  he was a gourmei. Loved fo eat. He was

e

kKind of fat. He zlwarys worried about his weight, and he loved o ezt.

remember Rhe said ane time, ‘Tldhat’s the use of being the commanding

Ted

generatl of the Bih &rmy 1+ #o0u can’t have sieall svery night.® [Laughter
He had his priorities right.

[Chuckles] Yeah.

Sir, have wou ever Sicpped to thin¥ who the mosti important infiuvences on
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vour own teadership sivie have be




Fatk

1

That's & hard guestion, but 1 Hnow LY., Lol. Charlis Gerhart, who was my
sausdron commander in the 2th Cavalry here, a great sthlete and s gresai
CUYs  ws. . He wmouldrn®i put up with  anwthing., He didn'f have any

incompetent pecople around him, I'm telling r¥ous he made you word, &nd 1

LA}

admired Rim, ang I zdmired his methods and things. I learned an awfol
ot fram that gur. &nd then 1 would say Colonel Wiiscon was the other ons
that really influenced my career. Charlis Gerhart vsed toc fake us on

tactical rides, for instante, &s lisutenants, and he’'d pull up on 2

2y, "You've jusl Geen fTired on by & machine gunm

right over there. bihat de wou do? You're dead. What do you do?

LChuckliesd GSiusd Tike that, and he’'d outline. &nd we’'d go and get on

i3]

Tittte humnock  and he'd say, "MNow how are rou going to put wour platoon

in here in a defensive position?® Or “ldhere are vou going o put  wour

Flank? Which fiank are vou [going aroundl? How far, deep ars vou acing?
Are  you  going to charge? Are rou going to advance on foot?®  You Know.
Made wou think zbout things, and I never Knew annther officer in  the
cayairy  that did that ¥ind of thino. Mone of my troop commanders when I

enant did anr¥ihing like that. But he had been in World War I
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; it, Just puiting

ambition., Thev weren't going any plac
in  their time. Ther all oot weedsd out preity fast when we staried hard

mansyvers and stuff. They got weeded cut real quick.

Do you Know General [lWalton H.? Walker?
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Re was uh..., well Gererz] Patton said he was his best corps  commander.

very poot with the media, very poor. Ha
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pet he couldn”t guife pull it off. He'd pull
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Ris chest wup and walk around and talk fough. It wasn’t natural to Rim.

The media dida"t Tike him, and he didn’t Tike ths mediz. 5o he got x bad

press; aimost without excepiion. You read about him  and you  get  bad
things. He #lss had & chief of staff named Collier, & bald guy. Called

him Curiy, Curiy Colliep, Mean 2% hell. énd 1 have =3 very hard time

geiiing toc Gensral laiker if I had socmething I had tc see him about
‘rcause Collier would sar, "Tell me. 1911 take care of it." But om the

other hand, Walier was Kind of a front runner, so 1 got the word aut that

i+ he appeared anywhere in my sector, let me Koow right away “cause I

wanted to get fo him end falk to him. So if I°d caich him out alone in

his Jjeep with a couple of MP: or something, we’d =it down on 3 Tog and

talk things over and I°d show him my situation and tell him what I
nesded, "1 need some zrtiliery up here, Generzl Walker. My three lititis

batteries can’t cover this whele fronit.® He'd sar, "A11 right. I  ihink
that sounds rezasonabie. 1 think we can $ind 2 bsttalion for vou.' MNeuwt
day I got a battalion. 5o if wou cowld et him alome, he was almost

i o3 crowd he wasnTt 2t all, He Just

o

Eorish, Very, very mice guy, b
reacied wrong to & lot of people. He did comething else For me. I don't

[

remember whei the cocasion was, but I think i

~+

wasz around Merzig. It was

about February, cold and mean, and 1 was 2

vting the hell out of somsbody
about semething. I noticed szomebody called asttention and furned arcund

and there was Generzl Walker in my CP. [Hel got in  there without us

knowing  it, sc I raised hell sbout that later, too, but ke had heard me
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going after this guy. And we falked over our situation and he =said,
“Come  out to the jegp with me.? Szid, *l want rou o do me 8 fauver.® 1
said, "Yez, sir. He =xid, "My airplane will pick wou up &t Etain
tomorrom morning et B o'clock and tske vou to London and @owant vou ic
stay there s wesll znd 1711 send the plane for vou.® Isp’t  that nice?

The wnicest thing¥ Well, he modified it Tatery just +iew me fo Faris and

there was = reguiar Faris - London ...
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was up too damn tight, wou Know, gefiing %

(2]

me, S0 szid it was time took a tittle teave. He was very good to me.

&2 a matter of fact General Waller himseld recommended me ftg  be

faa

et

drigadier fLeneral in March ov 7435 and General Pation approved 14 and i

went to Gereral Bradiey and he disapproved 1%, He said I was ftoo  vaung.

-:.-:.‘:
I
=t
[n R
(]
hLs
[}
[l
i
o
ot
R
=}
=t
i
o &
[t}
-
[«
(2]
[a]
i
£F
o §
pui}
¥
Er 3
-t
¥
o
113
e
b
[
ol
.
[l
=
po |
3]
0,
[x]
[
s
i
Ed
e
£
it
or
w
%

hac bs s oa

Well, it72 & wery nice thing to have on your record, »ou Know. Butf it
was gquite a whiis before I got to be a generxi. As & matier of fact 1

not busted from a colomsl to a3 Tisytenant colonel after the war was ousr.
They had a2 ftwo busi. Gne was: colopeis tasi made were busisd Io

-+

tigutenant colaned, and then ther changed the routine and sajd  that  the

more junisr on the permansnt list were busted. That s when they oot me.

e Tames #°7 TiAs Tram
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Sir, as far as I can see, sir, there were at leasi two major action

which you were involved in vour time along the Moselle. There was [thel
Zaarburg engagement. LCan voUu say something about that?

Aciually we weren’t the &attacking wumii ioc go across  the Saar  into
Zaarburg, Dut we were spresd out so that  the F0th Division could
concenirate, &0 i1 was very shaky. We were 2ll the way from the Moselle,

the swiitch Tipeg, 21l fthe war down zimost o Zaarburg. We had abogt 28
mitez aof 4rant line. e were reinforced a Jittle bit, zo that the
Germans ot Wind of aggressive in that pericd. So every morning we had
e hurt

e and =0 forih. We hao some peop

were wery deeply  involesd in that one Decause first we had io be sure

that ihe west bank of the Moselle was clean. 5o we had 3 number of
Tittie acticons there and 5 very constant patroling and working hard 2t i1

to Heep i1 ciean so that the Germans would be surprised. They wouldn't
be abie to say that the F0th Division had moved up. The Z0th Division
was ooerating  through  us. Bo then when the Pi#th Livision crossed the

river, it took ifhem zboutl 2 a dav: thern we crossed right behind them and

we  turped lefi on 2 csween belween ithe Szar and the Moselle north while

up. &nd 80 We had some tough Tittie 4ighis. And  then we
Biundered into fthe ... uh, well, right after we got across and got
curseives = perimeier next To the POLR Division, from the Moselle arocund

o their ettt umit, fher goi counterattacks
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s. e were lacHy unti] we

Btundered inic the Eisgfried Line, the switch line. That’'s the lins
beiween ihe Moselie and The Zaar. We didn’t Krow anvihing aboui it.

Apparenily nobody  elsze  did oroat lezasi it never gol to us anwwar.  ide

it and it was a very tough situation there. and we got pretiy  damn
femiliar with tThat Siegfried Lineg znd we had 2 plan io break i1, az 3
matier of fazct, that Division didn’t accept. wWe thought it coulid be
done. We ithought i4  fthey helped us with some things, the hattalian

tight we fhad with the Second 5 Mountain. That wss guite 2 fight, too.
Most of the time it was the smail unii actions, “though. e never, for
tnstance, had & troop wiped out or anyihing. e got nibbled at 311 the

1)
3

time, which wasn’'t o kad because wyou could repiace pecpie or they'd o

wiunged and come  back znd that sort of thing. 1 found oui the hard waw
that peopie seriously wounded are not much good, and I don't Dlame  fhem.

back  wp, ther MKind of feit that they had paid their debt. énd 2o I was

tic with them. My solution firmally was thxi  thew
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glatzcon or went to froop headguarters, e
platoon and by the end of ithe war they were 211 wounded velerans, and 1°d

just send ihs MPs up with the recen  iroops, rou  ¥now, They weren’i
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frained MFs: they were just our MP:
my headquarters company was pretfy much the came way. Some, of coupss,

¥ou've aot to Keep, Tike the good radio cperators and that sort of thing.

artilisry fire or something, the whols iroop coilectively shook, vou

¥now. [Chuckles] Zo I learned that ons. éAnd i1 worked very well, so  the
morale was mainiained pretty high.

How Dad a blow 2id the Battle of the Bulge deal fo morale? Your own

Yeah. So it was a bifter disappointment in thai respeci. Yes. That's

irne, And again we were lucky we were invoived in the middie of ithat ans

cecause I Tearned Tater... Well, the second svening of ihe batile the B2

of corps called me up and said the 11%ih Fanzer was going fo hit me on ihe

nose the next morning. and I said, "What helpo asre you going to ssnd up?’
And  ther said, "We hawen 't goi sny.® 1 sald, *You better get that corps

headquarters mobhile 1+ whal yvou say is trus “causs we're gonna oo right

orn by wyou.® Mo oway we can stand off 1iih Panzer, but I found out later
that they were reading ferman codes znd that RBundsitedt had issued such an
order and he was overruled by Hitler. Said, "Moo, I don't want to broaden

Youw Enos recon people don’i dio

[
a6




L1

e

T

£l

at

ww

much. They dont’ sver 1ile to dig, but they were digging that time.
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When did that confidence thsi the war, that the end was nesar, begin to
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in the heart of Germany by that
time znd siories were cul aboul werswolves and  they were going foc be
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sniping &% us and a1l that Kind of thing. S0 the Tth Division crossed
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Know. They never put the karricades in place. They left the panzerfaust
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cked there besides the barricade. Nobody shot 2 one at us 1 don't
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thinkK. 5o vou Know, thsy
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Foufa run into would be an ambush or 2 rifle company that had

Iwo B8 sticking their guns in their neck, vou Know. But

fasi and ithe 55 would get cut. Very hard to cafch them.

dheres did rou find vourseld on U-E Day

ed Dillengen, We had Ted the corpzs 211 the may

zmbushes, but that was abovt 11, 1 never will forgei... we lost... just

Dout  two  days befors ihai, we aciually stopped fighting, reached our

e

chjective aboui ihe Sih of May. Bui the day before that, going down  the

road, and  the Jirst twe plaitoons made 2 wrong  turn and the troop

the second gplatoon and S0 he put  ths  third
it direction and toid the others fto turn zround and
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come pack and foilaw. Well, turned ocut ithat this lieutenant commanding
the third platoon had been there about three davs, You Know, put him in
the back and with bad luck he 217 of a sudden got in the fremt. HWeil, he
got ambushed and the whole crew got killed, and it nmever would have
nese gurs could =mell ambushec when »ou've besnp
th
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ex’d be dexd, It never would have hao
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with either one of the other platoons. I alwars felt awful bad about
that. Jusi bad tuck., “You feel hag zbout 2 Yot of things Tike that that

stick inm »our mind, Like & guy nmamed Ssorge Swanson, Major Swanson, came
tc us from  FIrd Army. He wanted toc get mixed up in the fight. And 2

solendid officer, and by God he’'d been thers zboui three dawxe and he was

21t »ou, but Malor Ggorge Bwanson’s dead.® Just funny Juck Tike that.

Bill Darke was Kilied that way, vou Know, standing arcund 2 crossroad.
You should pnever stand around = crossroad, as 2 matter of fact. and he,

I don’f Knms ... he had no businesss standing around there waiching those
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v bridge. BGo up and take a3 look and get awsy from it,

fiz impression I get from wour Tetiers is that your hesrt was  hardening

ihe terms rou use characterizing the snemy become &

s itrue, »es. [Smile in voicel
But 1 gusss your heart never hardens toweard rour own casuaitiss,
Mo, wou can never get used to that, no. MNever can. You remember the nice

ithings or the funny things, “though, when »ou get  together with  coms
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Kaow, &nd it was aitl  funny sioriss; funny evwents, ihings 1iKe ihat.

mimost alwars. Like we reviewed our Tieutenant colomel geiting capiured
on the Moseile ¥ & sp¥ pairal. That was Les Crossj; he was at the
reunion, o he reviewsed {1t for us. [Laucghter] I do 2 1ot of rezading. It

2311 imtereszis me, and 2 1ot of times 1 disagree with the authors.

somelimes ther get things wrong. I don’t bother ...uniess I“m doing =
beek review, I don't bother fo Zo anything about i, Hext guestion.
D.Kassir, Waz  the relief unmitigated? as there any sense of anti-
climax? Any sense of bDeing cut sdritt when if was all guepr?

Mz, not really. 1 got sick personally, I got sick. I oot pretiy sick., 1

ran a fever angd seeryining, and sick about two or thres davs. § owas doan

o sbout 140 pounds and not sating very mech. I couldn’t etand the o

or the K rations s#ither. &nd s when I recovered
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I asked the doctor what was wrong with me, and ke said, "You

were Jjust ematicnally drained out., It was all ouer, and you were free of
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responsibiltity and wou Jjust, »ou

to tell  wou fhe fruth.® But ome of the odd things was fhat on the 1%%h
gt May we got orders to ciear the mounmtaln pxsses ito Triests and  thew

attached an  infaniry batitalion to 4Ys and a0 artillier» bDattziion znd a

giscipline rproblems. I wes  worried. Particularly that infaniry
Dettalion. I wasn’t ifoo worried about my people. I1 was  funnv. The

funniest thing was ithat sverybody sort of welcomed it. You Know. Ther
areg tired of Javing sround. 11 was the funniest thing. Evervibody was
Zing of  Jowpus about 1%, It was the funniest reszction in the worid. 1
totally didn'i ezpect 1. Bo off we go. Actually we didn’f Knowy we  had
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ygry  Tunny Orgers. We didn’t Kpos 14 we wheiher we were going to hif
Titgisis or ... winal is the oiher guy? Begins with an M anrway.
I'mothinking Mikhaiiowic.

Something TikKe that. Or Germans. MWe didn’t Know who the heck we wmerse
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turned cut the passes were pretiy clear.

There were German refugees coming bBacl, solidiers, =s¢ we picked up &

numizer of ih=m. #nd  then we mei the British, and ther had 3 whols
brigage of Germans camped and they had some guards arcund them, B0 e

wivite until the British could get siraightened ocut., And I was told Tater

[11]

by a German officer, he said, *You Krow, I couldrn’t believe the way wour

gir¥s were guarding us.® Said, "I was sitting down in & chair and the

gfficer of the day wouid come up and ther’'d slouch vp and fa2lk for 3

wirile. “nd  then fthe officer of the day would go on to the next cne.
Mobody was saluting anybody. Mobody wsz checking  their weapons. i
theought % was  the sloppiest guard I ever saw. But I will =zay this: I
was atraid to make & run for it because they'd shoot me dezd.” Llaughier]
That was the attitude, wou =ee. Still combat aititude. Nobody =salufss

anyihing. Taik ithings over, something tike that. But he said, *1 could
tell ther Kngw what they were doing.” [Laughsl But that didn’t last wvery

and we turned around and came back into the 3rd Army area.

Er

Mo, we never oid because we were puiled hack from the Sterr River, Dac

iz Gemundsrn and  the F0th Divisien took it over, ...some  numbersd
divizsion, agzin I can’i remember. 1 did go up and see the Hussians later

on and talk to them and so forth, but... Generzt Walker invited me 1o
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ooz party. You Know there’s  anoiher legend that goes around that's
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fie Spanish
Fiding Scheol: and they made if into & movie! My 2rd Cavalry ran cight

past  the OSpanish Hiding Schooly we didn't even Mnow it was there. The

idea ihat George Fatton had sent this task force cut to get  the whits
Lipizzanos. That's & tot of stuff. The Znd Cavalry believes it. It
atways jrritates us in the 3rd Cavairy to hear  them tall abouil  that
thing. fAgnd  actually sfisr the war was over, Feneral Walker invited me
back io the Epanish riding schoel. They hadn't bBeen  bathersd. They'd

moved out  of Wienns and moved west, in some 1itile town. dnvweay, Thew

put oon s drill just for me! Count Padarsiy led fhem around, and  ihe
Lountess =2at up in the stands with me. Just the twe of us, and they went

through the whaols driti. B5She was a wery charming woman. Spole wery good

ish; and she had on one of thoss pretiy Bavarian hats and had 2 1ot

of silver medaliions and things on it. 1 =zaid, *Gee, thai’s pretity.
Where can I get someihing 1iKe that?®" She Taughed and took her hat off

and zaid, “Well, ithat’s for winning the downhill at Garmisch.® She was =

i
b
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=i champ, which I didn % know. [Checklesl She had &1l fhese 11

b, vou betier D carsful driving

1]

around here with that hat on or walking around, “cavse one of my soidier

igad Jusi as sure as the world.® Bolng By in

wWill snzich i1 off your h ES
jeep, cayse we'd had some comkiaints about that, that soldiers wers
snaiching these Germans’ hais. [ChucKlies]

That was 211 with = view io the grezat homecoming. When did  that happen

for you?
Uh, actuaiiy I got home on my wedding anniversary, Movember 7. Yesh.
Howe Tong had % Deen®
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i, & ¥z&r and 2 half, I guess. A little mors, Aimeost two vears, I

Tett in Jdanuary and got back in Movsmbee. Two rears less  three months.

we got a fezreitory to sort of watch over. Militars

-+

government teams which aciually did the ... tried to go the running of

it, but we were the security and made sure sverrvbody behaved and picked

Un wWeapons. We'd pick up pesopte and process prisonere snd 271 that sort
of  =tuff. But one o the most onergus jobs I got was lteooking afisr a
Jewish DF camp, and 1711 4ell wou that’s a story in itselid. I oughi to
write & bool about  that. In the {first place the pecpie were Kind of
crazy and they were stzrved. &nd we had about 5, Teorl &,000 in this

It was & besuiiful brick sort of campus. @nd so the reason 1t started

thers was that a traintocad of them going ioc Dachauy were sirafed by an
smerican zirglane. Hrocked ocut the engine, and somebody 4inzlly  furned

“zm ioose and ihey were right by this Hitlerjungen camp, so that stariszd

[y

We had about 1

e
"

rabiie, and the head rabki fold me, "There izn’'f 2
degcenit person in this camp. We are all felons or we wouldn’i be here.

e ye all Yied, cheated, siclen, I'm amongst them.

I don’t understand.

yruivers of the holocaus
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> feion aimost to surwiuve. Lizps, cheats, steals. 3o he

™

You must forgive some of the things they do here.® And it was VETY

mooile poputation because  there were about four or five such camps in

Germany, such rendezvous, and thevy were all looking for their children or

their relafives. MWe never Knew on any given day how many people we  had.
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fhery were Jree to go zny place Ihey wanted, and & Tof of “em had walked

or they'd get some cars. The traing started io runm siowlv.

F:  Where had they originated? “You said they were on their way ta Dachau.

F: I don’t Know whers the train had started. 1 zan’t remember, but it
wasn“t  far  from  Dachav. It waz only about 30, 40 miles. But that was
right &t the tailend of the war, but we weren’t allowed ifoc  impose  anw
diecipliine on  them. &nd, for instance, 1 had my MF platoon, which I
meniiched eariier, cutside the gais, and vou Know, tried io conirol
things inm & nice war. But they were undisciplined and food crazy. e
were teeding them zbout 5,000 csiories & dar, and they’'d pufd up reszi
tast, get fai wery guickly, but they were wvery prone to disezses,
particutarly pneumcnia and colds and that Kinmd of thing. & tot of  them
died. We had = rhospital with American personnel  in i%, byt we had
preymonia probiems znd measless  and  things TiKe that, They weren’t
ciganiy. I°m not saving that I'm against them at 211, just trving to iry
io make you understand what Kind of peonle we were dealing with.

Z: What Kind of guidance did wou have to cope with this?

i
iy
by

we  had  just te get  ‘em heslthy and feed “em up and housze them
properly and g2t them fhings they rmeeded Tike sewing machines and

carpenter  tools  and shoes, shoe machines to make shoss with, and =o

forih. This group 1 found out wouldn 't do menial work. Wouldn't dig.
S0 we had to gt Germans in there o do the hard digoing wark. You Know
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w»ou'd Dust s pipeline or something stopped up  ioilef.

wouldn”f fool wiih them. BHui they were grezi con cabinet word and wesving

and shoss  and that ¥ind of thing., I taléed to to the rabbis azbout that
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2id they never had dun.
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Mogtly Derman or Yiddish. Language wasn’t much of z prohiem. &nd 1 had
z ict of soidiers that spoke Yiddish. Had “em speak German. 1§ wou can
zpeak German, ¥ou can get atong prettr well in Yiddish foo. I didn’t
restize thai, bui there are meny comman words., I didn't realize “Li1

i PR - 5 - e A - gad - -1 M J— -y o - - .t M
then. But we had General Pation and Gensral Eisenhower came to wizit the

1]

camp one dar. &Snd that wasn’t & happy oecasion either because zs I say I

wag net allowed to have anvbody inside the camp., 5o I had my camp MPe -

=d

we head about 30 of those gurvs, trring to Keep order and so forth, iheir

twn peopie. They had arm bands. — The camp had & ...rou drive in  and

camg  around a2 circle and theres was a fiag pole there. @&nd =o &11 the

U]

000 Jews wauid gather, assembie around the flag pole and the ™MPs wsre

K

holding  the «ircle. @And in drives an MP Jeep and then an onen Mercedes

i

with General Fation and Beneral Elsenhomuer in the backsesti. Well, the

Jews  gave an znimal roar. It just sounded like z bunch of wiid snimais,

frightensd and thern he resiized Seneral Patton was not frightensd and

that he Knew Eisenhower was frightened, and then he oot mad. Anrd ke

stared mad. On! I couldn’t do anvthing right. Bow, I really got it. I
thought I was going o oet reduced fo a captain. &11 ke had o do was =

-
1
[t
Vi
o
s
"N
x
s

siroke ot the pen, znd I was going t o my permanent rank. Then

they Finaliy Jeft, leaving some orders. I got plenty of guidance thz

e

day, 1771 iell wou. Bul when they teft, BGeneral Pattocn turned io me

aside and sxid, "Tris has been one of the most distasteful davs in my

Tife.®
I wonder whether there wasn'i & doukle meaning to that?
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I think so, too. Yesh. But thenm the seguel to it was about four daws
ter my MFs, outside the gate of course, caught the head rabbi and the
#Z rabbi with 2 truckioad of hindouarters going up to Mumich to sell

them. Wwe'd st up = siaughierhouse there, or whalsver you call it, for

el

the Kosher pecple. can’t  remember whether they don’t ezt  the

hindguarters o the Fforeguariers, I thirk they don’t eat ithe

her don'i ezt the hindguariers,

. Anwway, had & truckicad of hindguarters going up

b
[
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there to s2i1 them. Well, stopped the iruck and saw what it was, and
they staried giving the rebhi 2 hard time and he starts sassing them.

snd g5 they jeried bim oul of the truck, pushed him around 2 ]xitse Hit

angd ong of ihem drove the truckload of meat back ic the camp “cause  they

weren”t 2t orthodeox at atl. And the other one drove the rabbki, put hinm
in cur Tiftle Jail. We capiured a litile German Tock-up in one of theze

d get oot awfol fasi because there was

grest swmpathy for these Jews znd Eissrnhower was very svmpatheti

copscious of the polifical problems invoiwed which probabkly I waen'1.

But anwaar, =0 we gof orders right away from SHAEF to release him and not
io pursye any charges Soowe released him. 8o then the next day  the
inspector generai of SHAEF, Brigadier General, Inspecior General of the

wholes damn Smerican cutdit, arrives on oneg of thosse tittle trains  they
fade, i the raiiroad stztion ihey have ihere af Gratelfing and I7d Tined

i finger the iwo thzt had cons this. So

magnificend &11 wournded veterans, big tough gurs, and you Mnow ther had
white Jaces and oh, ihey looked =o pretiy, wellow scarves. &nd so the
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me, “Lolonel Poli, can you ideniify the Iwo men

P, sir, I hawen”t tried because there are not

o
1

n

ars, "Must hawve bDeen zome  oiher M

filed so I didn’t try ioc find out who i1 was.”

Ho he gets the raebhki and he goes down the Tine

Szaid, "Mo." "KWas it that one®® He savs, "hMoLT
PMo.®lLaughterl dent 11 the way down the

Ynew this wasn’t going to be good news for him.
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e been.® I Knew damn well they were my MPs. &nd
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tet it happen again. You undersitand?' [Laughsl

a problem, gosh.
wanted to siay in Sermany. And voy Mnoma, there

going to Isrzel  at  that time. They were

(]

=nzzlling down there, you remember? So they couldn’t go io Israsl, and ©F

k.
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couldn’t

it
o
i
el

any immediate end Yo it nor could I promize them anw
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immedizte gh Eisenhower Kind of inferred thzt he'd get

‘em  out  of  there, but I don’i think he ever did anvihing about it. I

;

o Fa e e ol b e e s : : -
gon’ i Knoed. But it was & very difficul

i

cind of s

or Foland or wherever they’d heen. I found anather ihing, too, that Kind

of surprises me was that the gorihodox Zidnt 1i1ke the reformesd who dicdrn‘t
Tike ithe just plazin Jews, the ...third

The conservatives,

The conssrvatives.

Eva ~—
g5, ol
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agnd there were some Jews who jusit dign't have any religion and £

didn't Yike each other very much. &nd then the Polish Jews didn't liks

Well, »ou Hnow a1t this, bui I Yezrmed it the hard way, wou Hnow, the
real hard war. These poor pecple. I7m teking 1t over. They wouldn't
cocperate with each other. Fretty soon we had fo have cong big [council

wWith representstivesd: one was conservaiive, one was orthodox and ...

that right, =ir?

]l

Yzah, znd we had fo build & ritual pool for the orthodox.

L

That‘s awfully accommedaxting, it seems fo me,

Weil, we nad o2 do everrithing we possibiy could, As I osay we set up a
sizugnterhouse. The orthodoy wsre the most difficult. It7s very hard to

be an orihogoxr Jew, I didn't Know that., It really is. Their faood is: so
special, =angd their habits are different and sverxihing. 1 was wepy

it SUrE WAS ... W
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S em through their rabbis, wou Know, but the rabbis didn’t agree with
each other. There were different Kind of rabbis, soc  ther didn't ogeti

reaplri=s together and run % that war. ¥ It didn't work.

This sound §ike useful ewperience im civili-military refations for you.
vez, 1% was. It was a touch experisnce, I°11 feil you. So I was glad o
gt home.

Germany, and thsy were a1l zbout the same. Universzlly they were wepy

r

yery difficelt to manage, and those people had been through sush ferribi

i

experiences, »ou Kncw,.

What 4id ryou sse as your gprospects, sir, upon your return home?

ure which turned out
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I did. I was ardered ic Fort Dix on 2 board to fake people  into  th

1]

regular army. And that was s wery inieresting experience too. We had tuo

oree and  threg Army, yYou Know, a2ir force part of the army, and so

test and & phrsical and 211 thai. énd our purpose was just to sort of get

& reading on them, What sori of person he was and that sort of thing.
&nd iry to get them to talk. Get them io relfate some war experience  or
something 1ike that and sse {f thsy were enthusiastic and intsresiing and
=5 +forth. #and & funny thing that stier 3 while ... one of the wars ic

zet them to talk was to zskK them i+ they s#ver had a commander  fhsy
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¥ou were turni

That's right. We'd turn “em
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&) though we didn’ fave

went
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abrout him. And it struck me - and I ue

of us very +forceahly thzt fairness was

We got to the ooint that i+ the guy

i

thought something wrong.

be fair., But i+ »ou have
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army tife again and had a3 marvelous commander. T.D. White, Major
General, whe had commanded an zrmeored divigion and we were a1l Jriends
from before the war. 4nd we just had & great time.

%]

But thers were changss ieking place in the army

Tzz, ihers were., and [.0. White’s attitude. You ¥now this report aboygt
the gificers’ corps besing ... who did that? Rickenbacher? Mo, somse
gwiator., Dootitile. The Doolifile Fsport szid there was a2 casie swotem
and thzt the officers had &11 thess privileges the enlisted men didn i
fave ano ati this ¥ind of thing. %o that infuriated 1.0, Whit he
zgid, "Mell, i+ he thinks =o, I'm going fo mprove i%8.7 I[lLaughter! Eow,

i Jail. Bo he siraighisned us all up, “causs we’'d gotien pretir damn
ragged by that time, rou Know., Mo, 2ir. Ho kands in poclets. Hat on
straight. Sstufe. You beifchs. He ran & tight post, and he got criticized
for it, s he inviied the sditor of the Kansas City Siar oul to the post
znd feock him all zround and showed bim what was going on, and the editor
of  the Zilar wrote 2 beautiful articie and an editorial., Said I1.B. White

was siraighiening cul  the army. [Lausghs] That was the end of the

by

criticism. Ok, man. We had = lot of characters. & 1ot of my Tleuienant
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colonels, practicxily &ll battalion commanders; so we had z wealth of
combat experience there and nobody to teach hardly. B¢ they broke it up

shorily atter I Tefi. ¢ was zlreacy in Japan. Mo, [ was ordered ic that

schoal  in MNortoll, Armed Forces Stafd School I guess they cail i1 at
Morfol¥, and fhen 1 weni io Japan.

Lhat did »ou find when rou arrived in Japan?

Well, I wmas startied that I was assigned as Gemeral Willoughby's exec for

[
ke
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¢ bad no intelligence experience, zithough people seem

LEN]
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to think reconnaissance and inteiligence sort of oo together, but

B
[¥1]
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didn "t ¥now abou reconnaissance and I didn't ¥Enow about spies and

gl that Kird of stuff. Sc I was surprised by that assignment. and I
had to learn the hard way again in this business, Gut the intelligence
thing ... they use so many cellular organizations that 1 was realliy the
gxec 4or mititary matters, inieiiigence of Korea and WYietnam and China

got in trouble at My Lal - remember the major general Lthatl oot

relieved, & great guy. He really got rooked on that one, I think - but
anywWway he was the sxec for 211 the clandestine stuffd, CIC and CID and all
of that, so I didn’'t get miwed up in that part of it. &nd =0 we oot =

beautifut  house out in Shibuvs-u, oot fhe family over. House had
beionged to ithe head of the electiric company of Tokve. We had 2 statd of

15]

ervants; we had three girls in the house znd & yardman and a houseboy.

Bnd 8o owe lived in & grand manner. e had 2 lovely house with & 7ittie
pong and & Pittle minjgziure garden and & 1ot of Friends around us  in
Shiburs-kKu. We socialized = fot. There wasn’t 8 1ot to do becauss the

town was =0 beat up, but we gragually go

Gid wour intell work bear on the gquestion of the purification or

g

. Mot my side. That was the oither zide. That was the CIC, and I

£

wasn’t very much inio thai. But I wzen’t in that pari of it. You know,

0
v
e
-
et
n

Macarthur  really wasn't much interested in military intelligence

I don"t think he read the reports. He wss very much on dembcratizing
Japan so ihat, for  insiznce the G-3 of the command, Far Ezst Command,

told me he'c only seen MacArthur fwice in the ftwo ¥ears
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Macdrthyr, I think that’'s cne rezaccon thosse
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Sown =0 Tow.  You Know, ther had such a hell of & fime in those early

dars in Horez becavse suervhody was b

2t}
21}

ving & good time around fthere, wou

¥now, Having Japanese

L]

irTs or bring their families over and living weil.

Mot trsining much &t all I don’t think.
.y [} - b - - — e - " g - E— - - - [T - -
T:  BUT was there, not withsianding the Cold War, the thought that war  was

unthinkablis ar s0 remsie as fo not be worih preparing and training?
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t ihink fhey thought about ii. I dont think that was a conscicus
thought., 11 was just that the war’s guer and we‘re a1l right. Actually

far as commang. It was ftreated 22 =
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sguereign nation and so we had an army occupziion there for 2 whiis, for

sbout & rear 1 guess, not much more than that. And then we turped i%
suer o Sigmund Rhee and hie crools and then they just had zn  ambassador
and his sizff, regular embzssy and stzff. When 1 was thers iif was

an  army for them, an American advisory group and & very modest zir force

group and a modest npavy group. And so the only plan we hed wss  io

-+

evatuate the dependents in  the svent of ftroubie, which we did without

iosing oneg. So that the war brokKe ower the collective headnuarters heads

&% & surprise, and looking back op it what we didnf pick up was thz
rorth Horean army moved further and further down to the paralisl but thew
didn't do it all at once. They'd move a divi daoen and & month  later
they'd move another one  down, you see, so i1 nevsr gave u3 3 warning
Tigh. &nd Wwe weren’t frrving to penetrate the Horth Koreans, It wasn't
cur  jok. The £I& wzs just beginming to ocet srganized and MacArthur

wouldn't z317ow fthem in his command. There was no CIA thers. lWasn’t  any
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CIla until ... oh, =ix monthe before the war started I

(U]

coupie of guys ower o sei up s staiicon, but they didn’t have any 7cannel

coaie? or anvihing. We weren’i reading the Morth Korean codes: wersn’i
trving ig for zs 1 Know.

I wonder whether {1 wasn’t nard 1o itake esven the rumor of such a threat

+

Well, old Wittoughby was a character in his ocwn pight and he made fis

regutation beczuse ithey were resding the Japansse codesz you Know, so 1t's
aretty eszsy to be 3 good G-2 when vyou read these codes. e ware reading

hem faster than ther could: we had a better machine by that time, By the

Yes. I got very interested in his scheduie. Is this beside the point ar
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I oot intesrested in what he did, just how he Tived and so in talking 1ic

fiis warrant officer or his zides or samething tike ithat, sorti of paste i%
together. it was Fairiy well Known I guess, bot anyway it went Tiks
this: He waoe up in the morning zbout 7 o'clock and oot dressed. it

stared in bed, stared in bed, and the cables of all night were brought
over o him on 2 clipboard, and eo he rzad through the cables and made

z=cme notes marbe, Do this. Do thet., Thern he kad breakfast and plared

pou |

1.

with his son & 1itile bit. @ng leansd this put until  abkout 10 o'Clock.

&nd then he came to the office wiih 2 great cauvslcade, wou Hnow, and stop
21} the ipaffic. The Japanese police would stop all the fraffic.

Evervbody [wouldl go to the
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ciear the road. He'd come roaring

dotsn here  like 3 Fire sngine, you ¥now. Lord God &lmighiy., Gei out of
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the car with his hat and up o the office. He would =ee the rpeople

were busy in democratizing Japan ike the head of the teagal secticn, the
nead of the scopomic seciion, the head of the eduration section ... uh,

what eiseg? The thesd of the iransportation secticn. There were zbout
five of ihem that had immediate access to MacArthur, or he'd czll  them.

iz Korea book  that I just reviewed said Willocughiy was in the inner

circle, He wasn't. He wesn 't in the inner circie, But he would see
Machothur, Buf anwway MacArihur would then go back home ghout 2 o'ciock

znd thai’s when he would eniertain anvbody from  the U d Statez or

s
e
m

=]
i
30
I

something Fike ihat, Congressmen or Senators nerales or visiiing
pesple from the Pentaaon or some bureaucrats. But the way he had “em  ig
tunch was that Mrs. Macérihur, & very charming and gracious persen, wouid
serve  sherry in ithe liviesg room and Maclrthur wasn’t there. &ng then
they'd all be going to the fable and be =zezxtsd snd MacArthur would  come
inand sit down at the tabie and be very entertaining and very charming
a&nd run the conversaiion ... dominste the whole thing. Then after thex
had dessert, he'd get up and =ay, “Thank vou very much, gentismen,.” and

depart. And then Mrs. Macdrthur would see them 211 out and mals sure thew
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and this Kind of thing and he’d go fzKe 2 nap zbout 3
oiotonk. And zbout S o'clock he'd come bark ic the offite and them stay
until about 7:30 or 2:00, which is wery hard on the staff becsuse, rou
Kpow,  ihey've got to star. B0 owe kind of ran & roster on who staved in
the intelligznce secticn. But anwway then he’'d go home and  hawe supper
with Mre, MacArihur and their son, and then he would ses 3 movie, of all

things., He saw a2 movis svery nmight except ZSundar night. &and he inviised

the MF  guards to come ser ithe movie or whosver was on duiy arcund there

L

would go io the movie, foo., And the only differsnce betwesn Sundar  and
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the rest of the wee¥ wazs that he didn’t see z mouvie. #And he flatiy
refussd to sccept anvhody’s invitation., Like when Sscretary Patierczon

gt all areund town, Fatierscn invited him cut to

dinner at the Majsstic Botel, and he refused. Ssid, "Moo, I den’t go cut

=t night. Thanil wou very much.® Told the Secretary of the Army that!
[Laughsl

It7= alsg ¥ind of interesting in that it's not a very hard work schedule.
fhy ne. It7s ifhe Orienial work schedule. Sure. Well, he'd Tiwed in the
Fhilipopines & lomg time. I think that set him In his work schedules,
But he’'z 2z fascinzling man and I think did 2 superb job in strzighisning

out Japan. Mog they are beating the far out of us, you Know, and they are
Jery democratic.

Yes.

gnd  this self-defense Fforce has got us horse~collared z Ti¢tle Bit
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because they won’i send anv destrovere

It"2 not in their constitution. Bui it seemed Vikz 3 oood idez at the

not zlwars convenient for us. Where were you when »ou heargd the news  of
Morth Korean invasion.

[ChucHiiesd I was in the thapel, “bout 11:38 that morning, and curiously

wag  our  houseguest. He was z very desr friend. &nd he just put Tillie
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and his twe children on 2 iransport and was going back to Korea the next
morning  and  ithe General, whatsver his name was, he’'d gotien on the same
iransport. Se the #1 and #E guys of JUSMAGE were one on a2 transport  and
ong in Japan. 5o the way we hezrd about it was that come officer cams in
and tapped Bteriing Wright on the shoulder, said, "MacArthur wants to ses
vou .t [Chuciiecd Barvs, TWhat in the hell goes on?®  and so Wright
rushes ocver fo MacArihur's headouarters and Macérihur told “em  thex'd
Just invaded and he'd had an airplane standing by at &nita te take him
Dack. LLaughsl ESteriing went back. Bul & guy named Finkey Gresnwood,
whe's 2 good friend of mine too, he was the §-2 so he was in command the
firsi dar. Oh, boy'! That shows vou how much rexdy we were! &nd how much
they weprs.

g ak, How Jong did it take to recoup some military Dearing ang
oroganizaiion?

Weidi, wou Know, I thirk General Walion H.]

¥ou Know the general who woere the hand grena
for thait, [bufl] rou ¥now Walker was Killed i
it turned zround and I say in this book re
anybody that thinks ihat a four-star general
two  hand grenades on his harness was going

is crary, They don’t ¥nmwe the American sold
with  a Bit of cwnicism and sarcssm. He didn

He did havwe hiz senicr commanders afraid of
was afraid of him. Whai Ihe hell s his name?
I was just reading about him resterday.
I can ses nim perfectiy. 1T will come o me.
lieil, we've come toc ths end here, sir.

72

Walker turned the war around,

des. He gets 311 the credit
fioan accident. But WalkKer had
view 25 5 matier of fact that

that's running  arcund with
to instiil morale in soldiers
iers, They tooked zt him
‘%Y prestores morale. [Chueklesd
him, 17171 sa» that. Aimond
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