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Transcriber / Summary: Jaime R. Ruiz

Francisco Escalera was born in Rancho los Remedios, Michoacan, Mexico on July 28, 1940.
His father was a farmer and he sowed corn, wheat, and garbanzo. He had eight siblings. He
did not attend many years of school since when he was 7 or 8 years old he had to take care of
animals while his father went to work to the U.S. during the 1940’s and 1950’s. He did not
learn how to read or write. Escalera recalls that his father died in 1954 and his family moved
from Michoacén to Guadalajara, Mexico since it was hard to earn a living. He remembers
that in this place he got a job with the city government for which he worked for 34 years and
in 1959 he got opportunity to go to the U.S. and got a license from his job to be absent for
three month. He describes his journey from Guadalajara going to the contract center in
Empalme, Sonora, then to the border in Calexico, California from which he was hired to go
to Santa Rosa, California to pick up grapes, apples, peaches, and pears. He recounts his first
weeks there and describes the living quarters and facilities in the fields. Escalera discusses
several things like what the braceros did on their free time for example that they went to the
towns on Sundays and bought several things, going to the auto cinema, and sometimes play
musical instruments; he also mentions the communication he kept with his family while
being in the U.S. and that he always carried his bracero 1.D. Also, when he returned to
Mexico and brought several things for him and his family and he returned to work with his
previous job with the city of Guadalajara; how he used his savings and how he was not that
happy with the money he earned in the U.S. but at least helped him solve some economic
problems. He also remembers the time when his father came back from being a bracero in the
U.S. and details what he used to bring to his family, and the specifics when he arrived and
what he talked about his experiences to his family. To conclude he mentions that he was not
afraid when he went to the U.S. in his first contract, how he came back and forth between the



U.S. and Mexico as a bracero and as an undocumented and that he kept his job in

Guadalajara, how he ended up in Los Angeles. He concludes recollecting on the positive
experiences as a bracero.
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Francisco Escalera naci6 en Rancho los Remedios, Michoacan, México el 28 de julio de
1940. Su padre, agricultor de profesion, cosechaba maiz, trigo y garbanzo. El tuvo 8
hermanos. El sefior Escalera no pudo completar sus estudios bésicos ya que desde la edad de
7 u 8 anos se dedicd a la crianza de animales mientras su padre trabajaba en los Estados
Unidos durante los 40 y 50s; por lo tanto ¢l nunca aprendid a leer ni escribir. Escalera
recuerda que su padre murié en 1954 y su familia se mudo de Michoacén a Guadalajara. El
nos cuenta que fue ahi en Guadalajara donde consiguid un trabajo en el gobierno municipal,
donde trabajo por 34 afios. En 1959 se le presenta la oportunidad de viajar a Estados Unidos.
Nos describe como fue su trayecto desde Guadalajara hasta el centro de contratacion para
Braceros en Empalme, Sonora; ya una vez registrados se dirigian a la frontera en Calexico,
California y fue ahi donde fue contratado para piscar uvas, manzanas, duraznos y peras y
Santa Rosa, California. Nos cuenta ademas de sus primera semanas en las barracas y las
condiciones de vida en el campo. Ademas, nos cuenta un poco que los braceros en su tiempo
libre solian ir al pueblo a divertirse, ir al auto cinema y también algunos tocaban instrumentos
musicales. También nos cuenta sobre la comunicacién que mantuvo con su familia mientras
estuvo en los Estados Unidos. Que ¢l siempre traia consigo su identificacion de bracero. A su
regreso a México, recuerda haber llevado varios articulos para ¢l y su familia. A su llegada, el
sefior Escalera decide regresar a trabajar en Guadalajara. Nos cuenta como invirtié lo poco
que ahorro; el dinero que generd durante su estancia en Estados Unidos, no le sirvié de
mucho pero le ayud¢ a salir de algunos problemas econémicos. Recuerda la primera vez que
su padre regreso de trabajar como bracero y de las cosas que trajo a casa, asi como cuando les
contaba de sus experiencias como bracero. Para concluir, nos menciona que ¢l no le temia



viajar a los Estados Unidos durante su primera visita y como €l en varias ocasiones cruzo la
frontera ilegalmente. En general sus experiencias como bracero fueron satisfactorias.
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	Interview no. 1506
	Recommended Citation

	Microsoft Word - 1506 Escalera, Francisco.docx

