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Chinese in  EI  paso

Oral  His tory  pro ject

Mar ia  de los Angeles Mar Skatzes
By Anna L. Fahy

November 24,  l -999

Note:  The in t roduct ion has been re-recorded up to  meter

reading 8,  because the tape sk ipped in  severa l

p laces delet ing the date and ident i ty  o f  the

interv iewee.

Me te r
Reading

lTape  L ,  S ide  A l

ALF :  f t  i s  10 :00  a .m . ,  on  Tuesday ,  November  24 ,  1998 .

My name is Anna Fahy, and I am here at The

Univers j_ ty  of  Texas at  E1 paso,s L ibrary wi th

Mar ia de 1os Angeles Mar Skatzes,  to  begin a

ser ies of  in terv iews about  hersel f  and her

fam i l y ,  s  he r i t age  i n  E I  paso ,  Texas .  The  focus  o f

th is  morn ing,  s  in terv iew wi I I  be the fami lv

backqround.

A L F : Mae, when we visit .ed last year, 1zou g.ave me a l-ot

of  in format ion on your  fa ther ,s  background.  your

father played an important role in this community
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both wi th in  and outs ide the Chinese communi tv .  At

t.hat t ime you gave me information, that I want to

ment ion,  to  make sure that  I  have c lear .  He was

the youngest  o f  ten ch i ldren.

Yes .

Okay,  and he was born in  San Francisco,  in  l_ggg.

Yes .

Okay, you said that his parents returned to China

when  he  was  two ,  i n  l _890 ,  and  tha t  i n  190G,  when

he was e ighteen he returned to San Francisco for

an educat . ion.  He stayed there unt i l_  1905,  but

soon af ter  the ear thguake he le f t .

No.  He stayed unt i l  1909.  That  is  when he came

he

tro

2 \

he re .

So he stayed unt i l  l -9OB and then

Paso.  I f  I  remember r ight  i t  was

ano the r  cous in .

R igh t .

And he was staying with a cousin

al -so?

R igh t .

came to  E I

s t a y  w i t h

i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,

2 2

2 3

z 3
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Did your  fa ther  ever  ta lk  about  h is  parents or  h is

youth in China?

Oh yes. He had a pretty happy chil_dhood. He went

to a rura l  schoo1,  but  a t  the age of  e ight  he was

then taken into a school in canton. Then later he

at tended the Univers i ty ,  and graduated,

app rox ima te l y  1905 ,  d t  wh ich  t ime  he  dec ided  to

come here. I mean, he decided to come back to the

Un i ted  S ta tes .

Do you know the name of the vi l lage or the

province from where his family home was?

Yes .  I t ' s  Mar  V i11age ,  l oca ted  app rox ima te l y

twelve mi les south of  Canton,  China.

Tha t ' s  t he  c i t v?

Yes .

What  was h is  fu ]1 name? your  fa ther 's  name.

Mar  Sum.  Wh ich  wou ld  be  M-a - r ,  Mar ,  S_u_m,  Sum.

Tha t ' s  h i s  f u ] l  name?

R igh t .

What about his parents and grandparents?

His parents were weal thy merchant ,s .

What kind of merchants were they?
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As far  as I  understood they deal t  in  impor ts .  As

merchants they were a l -so land owners,  which is  how

the Mar Vi l lage came to be.  Thei r  parents were

also weal thy.  The Mar Vi l lage consis ted of  the

big house,  p lus in  the cour tyard they had houses

for  the aunts and uncIe.  Then over  t ime i t  became

a sma1l  v i l lage,  because they had shops,  they had

dent is ts ,  they had herbal ,  a  s tore that  deal t  in

herbal  medic ine.  They cared for  these people,

because the people that l ived there worked for my

grandparenLs.  He prov ided them housing,  food,  and

education. There was a school- that he had for the

chi ldren.  He prov ided a tu tor .  That  was my

grandfather .

Do you know what his ful l  name was?

No .

Do you know any of i t ,  other than Mar?

f  do  no t .

You had said when I  f i rst  spoke with you that when

h e  [ h e r  f a t h e r ]  r e - e n t e r e d  t h e  U . S . ,  t , h a t  h e  c a m e

in through Angel Is land. Did he ever speak of

tha t  exper ience?

7 5
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7 7
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7 9
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6 Z MMS: No.  r t  was very s impre for  them to check on h is

da te -o f *b i r t h ,  and  when  he  l e f t  t he  coun t r v  w i th

h is  parents and that  he was return ing to  th is

country ,  a1one.  He d idn, t  have any problems.

Most  of  the af f luent  c i t izens in  that  day were

accorded a l -o t  o f  respect .  And,  because he came

from the c lass that  he d id,  he was not  t reated

l ike immigrants were crass ica l ly  t reated here

tU .S . l  .  The  ones  who  came w i th  no  money ,  e t c .  He

was af f luent .  He had money,  and therefore h is

entrance was not  a t  a l l  horr i fy ing,  instead he was

wel_comed.

That. '  s grreat . A 1ot of people had a 1ot of

d i f f icu l ty .  But  l ike you sdy,  i f  they came in  and

were from a peasant background, those were the

people that  more problems.

Yes.  f f  they had no money,  the Uni ted States was

concerned that t.hey would let in immigrants that

they would windup having to support or feed them

unt i l  t .hey could get  jobs or  whatever .  So beinq

o f  a  d i f f e ren t  c1ass ,  i t  was  d i f f e ren t .

1 0 1

103



rO9  ALF I  wan t  t o  back t rack  j us t  ha l f  a

if  he ever talked about why his

t.o China?

Oh yes.  They were only  here on

Oh,  okay .

U .S .  and  Ch ina .

That makes a 1ot

a t tended  schoo l ,

a t tended?

6

second and ask you

parents went  back

bus iness .

sense. When he came here and

you know which school he

I  can underst.and he spent

Francisco even af ter  the

and learn ing Engl ish,

1_ 11

] - l .2

1 1 3

L1,4
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They never  meanL to set t le  here.

So i t  was a business t r ip? So of  the ten,  he was

the only  one born in  the Uni ted States?

Yes. And the imports that my grandparents were

do ing .  They  had  a  1o t  o f  U .S .  con tac ts  and

business was r is ing.  So he decided to  come,  or  my

grandparents decided, t.hat he should come and he

would be a l ia ison in  the i r  bus iness bet .ween the

o f

do

No, because from what

couple of  years in  San

quake,  go ing to  school

learn ing the language.
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Do you known if  that was in chinat,own, or outsid.e

of Chinatown?

Probably  ins ide of  Chinatown.

when he decided to leave san Francisco and. come to

E1  Paso ,  d id  he  ta l k  abou t  h i s  t r i p ,  o t  i f  t he re

were any experiences or how he traveled?

No.  He cf f iu t  here by t ra in .  By th is  t ime my

father  had decided,  and he had in formed h is

parents,  that  he wanted to  s t r ike out  on h is  own.

He wanted to  s t .ar t  h is  own business,  and the

cousin that  he got  in  contact  wi th  inv i ted h im to

come out  here.  Because he thought  th is  was a very

good area.  And,  i ts  c lose prox imi ty  to  Mexico was

a lso  a  p lus .  O the r  pa r t s  o f  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes

were a l l  r ight ,  but  th is  area my father  saw as an

area that  had many poss ib i l i t ies,  because at  the

t ime,  even at  the turn-of - the-century,  they had

al ready passed the Asian Exclus ion Act .  The

uni ted s tates d id not  have a favorable rac ia l  out

Look.  Tradi t ional ly ,  they had t reated other

minor i t ies very badIy.  As a consequence,  most

Chinese planned very careful ly where they were



L 6 7  A L F :
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1 8 3  A L F :

going to 1ive, and where they could meetr up

against  the least  res is tance.  They d id not  l ike

discr iminat ion,  but  they could understand i t .  I t

was someth ing they understood.

Tha t ' s  i n te res t i ng .  f  was  go ing  to  ask  you  i f  he

ever tal-ked about what the population was l ike in

E1 Paso when he arr ived? The census f igures show

tha t  E l  Paso ,s  Ch inese  popu la t i on  f rom 1900  to

1910 was at  i ts  low.  I t  was roughly  two hundred

to two hundred- twenty people.  Did he ever  ta lk

about i t .  f  mean, he entered at a very opportune

t ime .

Yes ,  espec ia l l y  as  fa r  as  es tab l i sh ing  a  Ch inese

resEaurant  was concerned i t  was a very good t ime.

What  was the name of  the f i rs t  restaurant?

I t  was on Oregon.  f  cannot ,  Chinatown? No.

f  have some in format j -on.  Let ,s  see,  do you know

what  year  that  would have been,  l -9og or  IgOg?

I t  coul -d have been 1909 or  i_9 i_0.

Le t ' s  see  he re .

Do you have a l ist t .here?

1 8 5

1 8 5

L87
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I f  he was l_ is ted in  the Ci ty  Di rectory IEI  pasol  .

Th i s  i s  f rom the  t_910  C i t y  D i rec to ry  tn f  paso l  .  [ I

handed Mae l is ts  of  ch inese owned restauranLs in

1910 and t_915 in  El  paso,  which she is  l_ookinq

ove r .  I  Th i s  i s  19  j _5  .

Do you have the r - is t  o f  ch inese restaurants that

were up at  the t ime?

Yes .  Th i s  i s  1910  and  1915 .  I s  t h i s  h im?  No ,

we1l .  Name spel l ings may have been repor ted

inaccurate ly .

Th i s  i s  my  fa the r .

Tha t  was  the  pan -Amer i - can .  Tha t , s  a t  1 .O4  S .  E1

Paso.  I t  may be that  i t  was there ear l ier ,  but  f

went .  through at  f ive year  in terva ls ,  and t .hat ,s

191_5.  AIso,  f  not ice in  records t .hat  proper ty

shi f  ted between business ohrners.

Yes .

someone wourd ser- r -  the i r  in terest  to  someone erse,

or  take on neh,  par tner .  [Mae is  s tud.y ing the Ci ty

D i rec to ry  res tau ran t  l i s t s  f o r  191_0 .  I  f  can  l ook

at  the records around 191_0 and l_91i -  and see i f  I

can see when i t  f i rs t  appeared.  f t  may have been

1 9 8
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207
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2]-4 MMS:

there and i t  just  d idn, t  show up in  the Ci ty

D i rec to ry  un t i l  t hen .

[Mae is studying the City Directory restaurant.

l i s t s  f o r  1915 .1  Th i s  was  my  f a the r , s  pa r rne r .

Ah Bing?

Yes .

That  was Ah Bing,  and he had the El i te  Rescaurant ,

a t  305  S .  E I  paso  [ r g rO  E t  paso  C i t y  D i rec to r y . ]

Yes .

Were they par tners in  another  restaurant?

Yes .

Wi th that  in format ion

reco rds  and  see .

I  can a lso look at  the

So you don, t  have a record of  the pan_Amer ican?

Not  in  1910.  Wel l - ,  wi th  that  in format ion I  can

look at some other records and see if  we can spot

i t  i n  d i f f e ren t  documen ts .  Okay .  Le t , s  see .

something that r thought was rear i-nteresting when

we v is i ted,  was that  you sa id in  Ig I5,  that  you

father  a lso consul ted wi t .h  the arch i tect  who

designed o ld Main,  which is  the or ig inar  bu i fd incr

on campus.

2 1 7
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Yes .  l l , i gh t  1augh . ]

You tal-ked about how the use of the word

"Butanese"  as an arch i tectura l  s ty le  began about

th i r ty  years ago.  What  can you te l1  me about

tha t?  [L ig rh t  l augh te r  by  bo th  o f  us . ]

I  p lead  i nnocen t .

Okay,  okay.  [More laughing.  ]

I  do not .  I  know that  my father  he lped,  and.  that

the arch i tect  a l ready had i t  in  the p lans ro

design the arch i tecture in  As ia des ign.

So perhaps what your father did is then helped

bu i l d  on  tha t .

Yes,  because the arch j - t ,ect  was at  the t ime

fasc inated wi t .h  Asian arch i tecture.  And,  whoever

p icked up on the p lans f rom him was ev ident ly  abre

to carry  h i -s ,  the i r  idea of  As ian arch i tecture the

way they saw it then. f was very taken by how as

you' re going on the f reeway Eastr  lou wi l l  see the

dis t inct  des ign that  you can see on the Imper ia l

Pa lace  i n  pek ing .

We l l ,  t hen  i t  i s  ve ry  rem in i scen t  o f  t ha t?

Oh  yes .

270

2 '72
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Because r know that after we tar-ked r though about

i t .  f , ve  a lways  been  fasc ina ted  w i th  i t ,  so  you

can .  You  can  see  cha rac te r i s t i cs .  A l so ,  f  guess

some of  the Buddhis t  temples that  are in  some of

the mounta in areas,  that  i t  is  very remin iscent  o f

them.

Yes ,  we11 ,  t hey  a l so  a re  As ia  a rch i t . ec tu re .  [ L iqh t

l augh ing  by  bo th  o f  us . l

WeI l ,  f  just  thought  that  that  was very

in terest ing and I  thought  that  i t  was real l_v

in terest ing too,  that  you fa ther  had been par t  o f

that  p lanning,  s ince we are s i t t ing here at  urEp.

okay '  someth ing e lse that  you ment ioned about

your father was his having been Generar pershi_nq, s

personal  cook,  and a lso that .  he was the mosc

decorated Chinese of  Wor ld War T,  and that  he

returned to EI  paso in  l_91_9.  Can you te l l  me a

l i t t le  b i t  more about  some of  those exper iences?

Did he ta lk  about  those much?

General Pershing was a fr iend of my d.ad., s before

the war. And what my dad said about the war was

that  he descr ibed the bat t le  f ierd in  verdun and
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the Bat t le  of  Verdun.  He descr ibed the coLd,  and

them having to  s tack bodies four  bodies h iqh in

order  to  bui ld  some k ind of  barr icade,  to  keep

warm. He would describe how he would make mear-s

out  in  the bat t le  f ierd much l ike the ch inese d id

in  the  ba t t l e  f i e ld .  He  cooked  a  1o t  o f  t he i r

mea ls  i n  b ig  woks  i n  t he  f i e rd .  He  d idn , t  l i ke  to

speak a lot about the war, because he was a man

who d idn, t  care for  v io lence and k i l I ing.  That

was about  a l l  he would te ] l  us about .

Wel l ,  that ,  s  cer ta in l -y  understandabLe.  Talk inq

about  those memor ies,  i t  cer ta in ly  doesn, t  sound

l ike i t  was real  p leasant . .  when he returned to El

Paso then,  he was st i l l  a  s ing le man,  or  had he

marr ied yet?

No,  he wasn' t  marr ied yet .  He came

sweethear t ,  Mar ia ,  and they marr ied

the  war ,  1 -91 -g  o r  191_9 .

So he did not marry a Chinese lady?

No .

He d idn,  t  go back to  China?

home to his

sho r t l y  a f te r
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348 ALF
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No.  There were no Asian women.  A very few.  I

mean the ones that  were here were a l ready marr ied

and wi th  ch i l_dren,  o t  grandmothers.  Older  women

that  weren ' t  marr iageable d9e,  so a Io t  o f  ch inese

at t.hat t ime, the ones that were working on the

ra i l road and stuf f ,  marr ied Hispanic  or  o ther

races .

Do you know what her

No.  f  was t ry lng to

las t  name.  I  w i sh  I

ever  know i t .

Were they married in

fu l l  name was?

th ink.  I  don, t  remember her

d id ,  bu t  I  don , t  be l j - eve  f  , ve

355

355

357

357

359

350

364

355

366
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Yes .

Okay,  so

R igh t .

How many

They had

So there

E ]  Paso?

that would be in the records.

ch i ldren d id they have?

nj -ne ch i ldren,  and my father  adopted one.

were  ten  to ta l?

Yes .

When we f i rs t  spoker  fou to ld  me how your  fa ther ,s

f i rs t  wi fe  took the ch i ldren to  ch ina for  the i r
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4 0 0

401,

educat ion,  where she d ied dur ing ch i rdb i r th  in

1938 .

Right .  My fa ther  went  on that  t r ip  wi th  them.

Af ter  they arr ived,  my father  received a cable

that  the restaurant  had been robbed,  burg lar ized,

and he needed to come home, so he f lew back.

Mar ia  and the ch i l -dren s tayed there [Mar Vi l1age,

Chinal ,  because t.he children were going to be in

school  there.  And soon af ter ,  they d iscovered

that she was pregnant with my brother ._Tj-mmv.

And  tha t , s  how,  tha t ' s  where  th ings ,  a l l  t he  bad

th ings s tar ted? He wasn,  t  there then when she

died in  ch i l_dbi r th? He was stuck there?

Right .  Because in  Apr i l  o f  t_93g is  when he

decided to  take her  and the ch i ldren over  to  ch ina

to go to school. My brother ,-Timmy was born in

1,939,  and Mar ia  d ied dur ing ch i ldb i r th .

Did the children know and speak Spanish and

Chinese?

They spoke Spanish and English, and they had

at tended Chinese school ,  lang,uage school ,  here on

Oregon. There was a Chinese language school for
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the ch i ldren,  for  everybody,  one,  I  th ink i t  was

on 200 S.  Oregon.  They at tended c lasses there

everyday af ter  school ,  for  an hour .

Just  br ie f ly ,  Lo recap,  lou had sa id that ,  that  is

when th ings rear ly  went  bad for  the fo l rowing ten

years.  She [Mar ia ]  d ied in  ch i ldb i r th ,  and you

said r  guess th is  is  when the communists  are

coming in  and they went  to  the v i l Iage.

No,  not  the Communj_sts .

Who was i t?

The ,Japanese.

The Japanese. Okay, f,ve gotr my wrong t ime frame

here. And this is where the aunts and uncr-es were

al l ,  wel1,  what  happened to them?

They were executed by the ,.Tapanese. At t.he f . i  me

in 1938 and 1939,  rumors had a l ready come to my

aunts and uncles that vyere l iving in the Mar

Vi11age.  And,  ds most  of  the upper  c lasses

stayed,  they fe l t  that  there was noth ing to  worry

about. That the Chinese regrular army, that they

were trained and that the had weapons, and. they

just .  fe l t  that  there was no threat  f rom the
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,-Tapanese. That they didn,t have to worry. When

the Japanese marched,  wel l_ ,  in  L93g Shanghai  was

bombed, and they marched through t,he Mar vlr laqe

be tween  the  l as t  pa r t  o f  193g ,  ea r l y  pa r t  o f

January. They marched through the Vi1lage. My

uncles and my aunts were executed,  and the v i l lage

was burnt to the ground. My brothers and sisters

were not  executed,  because one of  the servant  had

brought their passports. A servant brought out

the i r  lend of  Tape A,  s ide two missed the last

par t  o f  th is  sentence show here l  passpor ts  showinq

tha t  t hey  were  U .S .  c i t i zens ,  so  they  were

spared.

u l

My brothers and sisters \rrere then taken by the

,-Tapanese and put into what they called an

internment camp. And they were in this prison

camp for  four  years,  which is  a  major  par t  o f

Wor ld  War  I f .

Now you had said that i t  took your father a 1ot of

e f fo r t ,  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  e f fo r t ,  and  i t  was  wha t ,

about  1,949 when they returned?
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Yes.  They returned.  The

locate them af ter  the war ,

hospi ta l ized for  a  year  or

well enough to come home.

Red Cross managed to

but they had to be

more before they were

my mother in

Where were they hospi ta l ized,  what  c i ty l

In Hong Kong.

fn Hong Kong, okay.

My father ,  in  the meant ime,  marr ied

1943 .

What 's  your  mot .her ,s  fu I I  name?491,

4 9 2

5 0 ] -  A L F :
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M M S : Manuela Hernand6z Mar.  r t  is  no co inc i -dence that

my mot .her  and Mar ia ,  h is  f i rs t  wi fe ,  look a l_most

exact ly  a l ike.  I f  you would l_ook at  a  p ic ture of

Mar ia  wi th  my dad,  and then look at  a  p ic ture of

my mother with my dad, they look t ike the same

person ,  bu t  t hey ' re  no t .

Amazing. you mentj.oned that there is an age

di f ference between your  mother  and your  fa ther .

Oh yes. My mother, when she married my father was

twenty-one,  and my father  was f i f ty_s ix .

Did any of your family ever go back to china after

L948?
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My 1i t t1e s is ter  went  to  China two years ago.

And,  she went  to  the s i te  of  the Mar Vi l laoe.

was never  rebuiLt .  So far  as r  know, she is

only  member of  the fami ly  that ,s  gone back.

Do you know how long the Mar Vil lage exlsted.

mean, w€ know what happened, that 1t didn, t

rebuild from, but do you know how far back in

fami ly ,  how many years i t  had ex is ted?

My father  to ld  me i t  was two hundred years.

Two hundred years,  that ,s  pret ty  impress ive.

Yes .

Okay. Do you know how your parents met?

Yes. My father was a restaurant owner and my

Where?

f r i s ,  Ok lahoma.

I r i s .

Wel1, f f iy grandmother was

was "That  wi ld  Apache. , ,

r t

Lhe

the

f , J - 5

5 l-5

5 t _ 6

51,7

5 1 8
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mother  went  to  work for  h im as a wai t ress.  l ] , ight

1augh.  l

Was she born and ra ised in  EI  paso?

Yes .  WeI I ,  she  was  bo rn  i n  f r i s ,  Ok lahoma.
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M M S : Cherokee.  My grandfa ther

[L igh t  laugh ing . ]
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fs  that  how he was referred to?

Yes.  And my mother ,  came here when she was e ight ,

her  fa ther  le f t  her  in  the care of  h is  s is ter  who

l ived here,  and he d ied about  e ight  months af ter

he brought her here to r ive. she was forever know

as "That  Ind i_an, , ,  as far  as the other  ch i ldren

were concerned.  She was , ,The fnd ian. , ,  f  quess

that  you can real1y te l1  because my mother  is  o f

two wor lds,  Hispanic  and Nat ive Amer ican.  she was

te l l ing me,  that  o f  course,  her  ch i ldhood was a

nightmare because after her parents died durincr

the depression she was put in one home to another,

and a lso being of  the her i tage that  she was,  she

never  rea l1y fe l t  that  she ber-onged anywhere.  But

my  dad  j us t  t ook  i t  a l l  i n to  s t r i de  as  i f  t h i s  i s

the natura l  th ing to  be.  l I ,aughing.)

We11 ,  I  g luess  a  l o t  o f  E I  paso  h i s to r j _ca l l y ,

people of  a1 l  d i f ferent  e thnic  backgrounds have

been here, have come here, have met, have worked

hard,  and have had successfu l  l ives and t .hat ,s  a

l i t t le  b i t  o f  t .he nature of  the region.
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Yes,  that  is  one of  the th ings that  my father  was

constant ly  ta lk ing about ,  that  he loved about  th is

areas was that  he sa id that  EI  paso is

in ternat ional .  That  nowhere e lse in  the wor ]d

could you have such d iverse cu l tures and people

l i v i ng  a l l  t oge the r ,  and  the re  was  ve ry  l i t t l e ,  i n

compar ison to  other  par ts  of  the country ,  there

was very l_ i t t le  rac ia l  d iscr iminat ion.  Except ,

I 've reaI1y got  to  admi t ,  except  for  the whi te

people,  and they d iscr iminated against  everybody

a l l  t he  t ime .  l l augh ing . ]  Bu t  t ha t  was  no rma l .

That  was the i r  nature.  okay.  Did your  mot .her  he lp

run the busi_ness.

Oh yes.  My brothers and s is ters ,  when they home

in 1948,  they a l l  he lped out  in  the restaurant

too,  except ,  that  they d idn ' t  l ike the resEaurant

business and they wanted to  s t r ike out  on the i r

own. My father could very well underst.and how

f  h a r r  f o l  r

Because he had done the same th ing.

Oh  yes .

So how many brothers and sisters do you have?

5 5 9

5 7 0

5 7 0
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My oldest .  brother  f  lost

f  lost  another  brother ,

1995.  So now,  there are

b ro the rs .

22

t o  c a n c e r ,  i n  A 9 7 3 .  A n d ,

m y  1 i t t l e  b r o t h e r ,  i n

n ine  g i r l s  and f i ve

Is  th is  combined or  just .  your  s ib l ings?

Combined.

Combined.

Yes !

Tha t ' s  a  l a rge  fam i l y .

What. was it  1ike growing in t.hat househol_d?

[Laughing.  I

I t  was great .  We had our  t imes,  because my dad,s

heal th  s tar ted to  decr ine.  r  th ink i t  was a r_ot

from the pressure and the strain of not knowing,

especia l ly  dur ing war  t ime,  of  h im havinq

government contracts to f i l l  food orders for the

Army. Plus, not knowing where my brothers and

sis t .ers  were.  Not  knowing i f  they were a l l  r ight ,

or  i f  they were dead.  I t  was ter r ib l_e.  That .

s t ra in  a lone r  th ink contr ibuted to  h is  heal th ,

because af ter  i t  was aI r  over  wi th  and the k ids

were f ina l ly  home,  then that ,s  when my father ,  h is

hea l th  s ta r ted  to  dec l i ne .
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Like he held together  through when he needed Eo be

the re  and  i t  t ook  i t s  t o l l .

R igh t .

That , '  s  cer ta in ly  understandable.

f 've a lways thought  i t .  was the most  natura l  th ing

in the wor ld .  I  k ind of  taugh now, because other

peop le  a re  a lways  te l l i ng  me ,  weL l r  l ou r  f am i l y , s

d i f f e ren t .  We l l  yeah ,  we , re  d i f f e ren t .

[Laughing.  J

Wel I ,  every fami ly  is  un ique,  but  wi th  your

cu l tu ra l  b lend  i t  i s  rea11y  i n te res t i ng .  Okay .

When you were kids, what did you do for

enter ta inment?

oh,  r  th i -nk we d id the normar ch i rdhood th inqs.

We caught  grasshoppers,  w€ f lew k i tes,  w€ skated

in  f ron t  o f  t r a f f i c .  [ Laugh ing . ]  Rode  ou r  b i kes

l i ke  kamikazes .  f t  was  a  d i f f e ren t  t ime  then ,  f

th ink.  Because l iv ing downtown behind the

resE,aurant  was an exper ience that  I  wi l l  never

forget, because then, f had never known downtown

to be dangerous.  Not  l ike what  i t  is  today,

because back in those days nobody ever locked
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their doors, and nobody ever bothered you, except

for  the occasional  drunk who was s i t t ing on the

s idewalk s ing ing.  There was no sense of  danger  or

someth ing ter r ib le  happening to  you.

Now which rest,aurant was this?

The  chung  K ing  ca fe .  r t  was  a t  318  s .  Mesa .  My

father  a lso had the Louis  Cafe which came in to

being af ter  the pan-Amer ican,  but  the Louis  cafe

was  on  S t .  Lou is  S t ree t .

I  th ink he a lso owned the In ternat ional  -

Yes .

Yes,  the rnternat ionar ,  because r  remember seeing

that .  r  have that  wr i t ten down.  That  was 2oB to

270 S.  E l  paso,  and that  shows up in  1920,  and I

thing that shows up for a number of years. Now,

what years was if  for the Chung King?

L947  t o  1953 .

And the Louis Cafe was after the pan_American?

No,  the Louis  Cafe was at  the same t ime.  At  the

same t ime that  he had the fn ternat ional ,  he a lso

had the Louis  Cafe,  which was on St .  Lours.  But
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they changed the name.  I  th ink i ts  Main ,  or

someth ing.

Yes ,  i t s  Ma in  S t ree t ,  now.

The Louis cafe is the one that he had throughout.

So he had that  cont inuous,  but  you l ived behind

the Chung King?

Yes,  because he had a restaurant  for  whi te  people,

and a restaurant  for  everybody e lse.  [Laughing. ]

Okay, which one was which?

When we had the Chung King,  people would s t i l l

come and stand in the back of the restaurant in

the afternoons, i f  they were hungry, and my dad

would bring them into the restaurant and he woul_d

feel  them. My grandfather ,  who was an adopted

grandfather  on my mother ,s  s ide,  he would have

them come in  and eat  too,  in  one of  the back

booths.  f  d idn, t  know that  a t  the t ime there was

an unspoken regulat ion that  Hispanic ,  Chinese,

whoever ,  they d idn, t  care i f  they came in  and ate,

bu t  i t  wasn , t  good  fo r  bus iness .  f  j us t  t hough t

i - t  was because they were re la ted to  us,  and we

weren ' t  supposed to eat  out  there in  f ront .  when

A L F :

M M S :
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i t  came to rac ia l  d iscr iminat ion r  was in  for  an

eye - fu I l ,  when  I  go t  o lde r .  I  was  a t tend inq

'Jef ferson . fun ior  High,  when r  got  o lder .  This  was

in l -955 or  1 ,957.  We had a b lack g i r l  come to

school  wi th  us.  That  was the f i rs t  t ime,  and of

course she was my f r i -end because r  immediate lv

l iked the idea,  because f  thought  i t  was cool .

Evelyn Washington. But anyway, my father promoted

a  rea l  pos i t i ve  ou t l ook .  To  see  a l l  peop le ,  no t

to  d iscr iminate,  but  to  see them in a log ica l

perspect ive.  He a lways encouraged us to  learn,  to

observe, but to make up your own mj_nd as to what

is r ight and what is wrong.

That 's  a  pret ty  good phi losophy.  fn  other  words,

don ' t  just  automat ica l ly  accept ,  what  someone erse

says .

Yes ,  de f i n i t e l y .

We] l ,  I  remember a lso when we ta lked before,  that

you had mentioned that you taught Sunday School, I

th ink you sa id at  the Bapt is t  Church?

Yes,  Grand Avenue.  l ih ich is  the Chinese Bapt . is t

Church now.  When f  was three,  i t  was the Chinese
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Bap t i s t  M iss ion ,  t hen .  The  m iss iona r ies  a t  t he

t ime were Miss Nina Gi l lespie and Mary Ethr idge.

The two mi-ss ionar ies.

What was Mary, s name?

Ethr idge-  Her  brother  is  a  doctor  who is  in

p rac t i ce  he re ,  o r  he ,s  go t  t o  be  re t i r ed  by  now.

But  anyway,  the ch i -nese Bapt is t  Miss ion was

s ta r ted  i n  1 -949 ,  I  be l i eve .  No ,  i t  had  to  have

star ted before that  because I  was going to  nursery

school  there when f  was three.  f  was born in

L943 ,  so  i t  had  to  be  ea r l i e r  t han  tha t .  The

church grew over the years, i t  gfrew right along

wi th us.  The ch inese co l0ny at  that  t ime was much

larger  than i t  is  now.  r t  gradual ly  dec l ined,  but

at  that  t ime we d id have a s izable Chinese

populat ion l iv ing here.

Do you remember about how large it  was?

r t  had to  be two to three hundred famir ies at  the

t ime,  when f  was growing up.

f forgot to ask when you were born?

I  was born in  l -943.  One of  the th ings that .  I

would l ike to  say is  that  over  t ime the ch inese
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populat ion ass imi la ted in to the populat ion.  But

one of  the b iggest  reasons for  the decl ine was,

and iL  has to  do wi th  d iscr iminat ion,  because i t

is  my bel ie f  that  a f ter  everyth ing was set t led and

eve ryone  was  happy  i n  the  l a te  1940s ,  ea r l y  1950s ,

McCarthy came in, and everybody was accusing

everybody of being a communist. And r think in a

wdy, that set a wave of shock through most of the

Chinese populat ion here,  because they fe l t  that  i t

was just  a  mat ter  o f  t ime before they would come

af ter  them. By th is  t ime Mao and h is  bandi ts  and

peasants had taken over  ch ina.  They had burnt  a l r

the l ibrar ies,  they executed scholars,  teachers,

anyone with an education. Anyone that woul_d

seriously oppose them. can you imagine what would

happen to th is  country  i f  every p iece of  h is tory ,

of  books,  sc ience,  were taken and dest royed? This

is  what  th is  man d id.

f t ' s  m ind  bogg l i ng .

Yes.  And,  the Chinese that  were a l ready l iv ing

here in  the uni ted s tates had been watching wi th

horror, because everythj_ng that they had known,
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everyth ing that  was home was no longer ,  i t  d idn, t

even ex is t .  Mao c losed China,  so there was no

possib i l i ty  that  they could ever  go back home.

That is when they decided that they woul_d spli t

o f f  and  go  to  o the r  pa r t s ,  Hous ton ,  San  F ranc i sco ,

New York, some place that had a larger population

than what  we had here.  There is  too,  an

under ly ing cause.  I  th ink that  many people don, t

recognize the ch ina cur ture.  The ar is tocrat ic

system that  was in  p lace for  centur ies,  when Mao

took over ,  was dest royed.  He had people arrested.

He had ch i ldren put  in to s tate , . /#schoots and

were not al lowed to go home. They were supposed to

re-hab the l i t t le  ones f rom the t ime they were

five years they were forced j-nto mandatory

school ing.  The ar is tocrat ic  way was deal ing wi th

honor ,  wi th  pr inc ip les,  o f  fami ly ,  va lues,

moral i ty ,  what ,s  r ight  and what ,s  wrong,  a l l -  o f

th is  was through Mao got  twis ted in to someth inq

that they didn, t even recog,nize an).more. Because

the k ids were taught  in  Mao,s terms,  that  there

exis ted noth ing except  the s tate,  and that  they
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must  l - ive every aspect  o f  the i r  r ives accord i_ng to

Mao .  pa r t i cu la r l - y ,  when  i t  came to  mora l i t y ,

wha t ' s  r i gh t  and  wha t , s  w rong .  They  j us t  g lossed

over  i t .  They g lossed over  so many th ings.  The

Chinese populat ion that  is  known today is  a  b ig

b ro the r  soe ie t y .

A . l

Mae, I remember that you had said that when your

father passed away' what the newspaper headlines

were, and that one of them was ..Tong Leader

Passes . , ,  He  was  a  Mason ic .

so he was act ive then in  the ch inese Mason,  which

was a lso one of  the tongs.

Yes .

So,  was he a tong l_eader  or  just  h igh act lve?

No.  My father  was the tong leader .  One of  the

things that the chinese colony had arways prided

itself on was to always behave in a way that was

expected of  them. They not  on ly  had to  be

average,  they had to  be bet ter  than average.  They

were representat ives of  who they were:  Chinese.

fL was very important for them to obey the Iaws,

7
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and to do what  was r ight .  My dad organized the

tong,  because i t  served as a pol ice force i f  you

w i I l ,  among  the  Ch inese .  f n  o the r  words ,  i f  t hey

needed someone to help them, whatever  they needed,

or  i f  they or  were being bul l ied by other  people,

they went  qu ick ly .  Thei r  purpose was to  defend

and protect  the people of  the Chinese co lony.

And,  on occasion,  the surrounding Hispanic

communi ty .

This  is  largely  Second Ward?

Yes .
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Because I know Lhere was

the  b1ock .

There was?

Yes .

another  tong just  down

2 7 ALF

f  don ' t  know.  l laughi rg. ]  Who had that  one?

ILaughing.  ]

f  th ink that  was.  I  have the i r  name somewhere.

But that would be a point that we can pick up in

future in terv iew,  and I  can puI1 together  some

information, and we can look it  at see what you
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remember,  and see i f  we can formulate a p ic ture

because  i t  i s  f asc ina t i ng .

Yes .

I t  is  a  very impor tant  par t  o f  the communi ty .  I

haven't asked you yet when you married, or how

many children you have.

Oh my goodness.  That  is ,  too Iong.  [Laughing. ]

That 's  too long of  a  quest ions,  so we can come

back to  that .  But  you are a s tudent  at  UTEp.

Yes  f  am.

r  can understand th is ,  because th is  is  where r  was

when I got my children raised and I was able to

return to  school .  And i f  I  remember correr : r t r r

you are a psychology major .

Yes  I  am.

And where are you in that

Somewhere down around the

program?

bo t t om,  s t i I l .  [ Laughs .  ]

Okay.

No .  f ,m  jus t  work ing  ha rd .  So  fa r

very wonderful experience. One of

going to school_ does t.o your brain,

that i t  completely changes your way
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because Lhere are so many avenues, so many ways of

th ink ing,  o f  especia l - Iy  problem solv ing,  and i ts

opened up a whole 1ot  o f  new v is tas for  me,  so

f ' ve  rea I l y  en joyed  i t .

Tha t ' s  g rea t .  we l r - ,  Mae ,  r  wourd  l ove  t . o  v i s i t

you again so we can pick up and talk about

d i f ferent  aspects  and go in to more deta i l  now that

we have a background.  f t ,s  been a p leasure.

Thank you. One of the things that f have been

able to learn since r spoke to you r-ast is the wav

the  uno f f i c i a l  mayor  pos i t i on  i s  f i r - l ed .  rn  those

days they went  by the person,s educat ion.  Mv

father was one of t .he very few Chinese here in

town that graduated from the university in china.

This ,  p lus being f rom the fami ly  that  he was f rom

made him a number one candidate for unoff icial

mayor .  And that ,s  how they chose them. The

counsel  o f  e lders that  they had here:  thev

appo in ted  h im .  f t s  f unny .  t he re ,s  no  e lec t i on .

There ' s  l i ke  the  counse l  o f  e lde rs ,  t hey  gec

together ,  they do a lo t  o f  d iscuss ing, ,  they cat led
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my father in and he was appointed. There are no

i f s ,  bu ts ,  o f  maybes ,  buL  hey !  l l , augh ing . ]

We've made th is  dec is ion and you are i t .

You  w i11 .  [ Laugh ing .J

WeI1 ,  i t s  a  fasc ina t i ng  p rocess .  The  fac t  t ha t

there was a counsel  o f  e lders,  and who those

people were and what  was the t rad i t ion.

Yes .

So that is anot.her area that we can look at

because  tha t , s  a  d i s t i nc t  pa r t  o f  t he  reg iona l

h i s to ry .

Oh yes,  i ts  the counsel  o f  e lders who,  they

par t ic ipated,  not  on ly  that  but  they organized.

But ,  that ,s  the way i t  was in  Chinese

c i v i l i za t i on .  Tha t , s  how they  d id  th ings  then .

So, i f  you were an elderr 1zou were very well

respected because you were 1n that  counsel .  Not

just  for  your  educat ion,  but  for  your  age and your

exper ience .  Tha t  was  ve ry  much  va lued .  S t i l l  i s .

Wel l  i t  is  very impor tant  for  E l -  paso,  because i t

sets El_ paso above l ike the mining camps and the

75 M M S :
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ra i l road camps.  I t  means that  there was a v labLe

commun i t y  he re .  I t  wasn ,  t  j us t  an  ou tpos t .

No ,  i t  was  fa r  f rom i t .

I t  was very wel l  organized Chinese co lony.

Oh yes.  Oh yes.  Wherever  the Chinese congregated

there was always organization, backbone, and who

did what. and why. And, the unoff icial mayor was

chosen by the counsel  o f  e lders,  and what  they d id

was vote among themselves who they thought coul-d

f i l l  t ha t  pos i t i on .  Tha t , s  t he  way  i t  was .  Even

in Chinatown today,  they, re s t i l l  in  p lace.  What

they ca l1,  se l f  -g 'overnment .  L ike the Nat ive

Amer ican coLony.  They were of  the i r  own uni r ,s_

they had the i r  own ways of  establ ish ing t .he i r

peck ing order ,  the i r

Thei r  h ierarchy?

Yes !  Yes .

We1 l ,  we '11  have  to  p i ck  tha t  up  and  d i scuss  more

o f  t ha t .

That 's  a l l  I  can remember for  now.

Tha t ' s  p re t t y  good .

Laughing.

M M S :

A L F :

M M S :
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1 0 5  A L F : Thank you,  Mae.

Note :

I O 7  M M S :

Tape turned back on to  capture Mae's  conversat ion

on  Mao .

fn Mao's  reg ime,  he took away the most  impor tant

par t  o f  a  Chinese,  and that  was h is  fami ly ,  h is

name,  h is  honor ,  h is  code,  Mao cal led i t  Cul tura l

Revolut ion.  In  China for  centur ies,  there were

major  fami l ies,  the Huangs lWongs] ,  the Lees,  the

Chews,  the Mars,  and I  could go on-and-on,  and

your family name is something that nobody else

had. And you had your honor, your word, rested on

your  name.  But  Mao took that  away,  and I  don ' t

know i f  i t  was because h is  band of  peasants took

o f fense ,  o f  i f  t he re  was  a  1o t  o f  peop le  i n  h i s

reg, ime that  were just ,  were what  you would ca l l ,

Gypsies or  people wi th  no fami ly .  But  the

di f ference between the modern Chinese and the

Chinese back then,  is  that  they were not  g iven a

sense of  the code of  honor ,  o f  do ing and being

honorable,  and honor ing your  fami ly 's  name in

everyth ing t .hat ,  you d id.  As a resul t ,  a  lo t  o f
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people have come in  resent  years,  especia l ly  in

the last twenty years, Lhey have immigrated from

different parts of China, through ltong Kong and

other  par ts  ,  are very d i f ferent .  They are very

much d i f ferent  f rom the Chinese that  l - ive here,

that have l- ived here f or years. They're very

di f ferent ,  because they have to  be taught ,  a I I  o f

them as to where they stand and who they are. I

mean, why things were t.he way they were and to be

proud of yourself.  To be proud of who you are.

You are worth everything. You as a person are

worth everyth ing,  you are specia l .  Now, that 's

a ] I  I  have  to  say .  [ Laugh te r . ]

ALF:  End of  In terv iew.
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