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E s t i n e  D a v i s  I n t e r v i e w  o n  N o v e m b e r  9 ,  1 9 9 8

K N : Good morn ing .  I  wou l_d  l - i ke  to  beg in  w i th  a  coup le  o f

ques t ion  about  your  background,  where  were  you born?

r  w a s  b o r n  i n  P e n d l e t o n  T e x a s .  T h e  c i t v  i s  r o c a t e d  b e t w e e n

Roy and remple  Texas .  The county  seat  i -s  Be l - ton .  r  was  born

D e c e m b e r  5 ,  1 9 3 3 .  M y  f a t h e r , s  n a m e  w a s  C l _ a r k  H i l l ,  a n d  m y

mother 's  name was Bu l -a l r  May Mi tche] I  H i t r .  My parenr .s  were

b o r n  i n  D e v e l l a  T e x a s .  T h e y  w e r e  c l a s s m a t e s  w h e n  t h e y  f i r s t

m e t .

E D :

KN:  When  d id  you  f i r s t  move  to  t he  E l  paso  a rea?

ED:  f  came  he re  when  f  was  s i x  yea rs  o ld ,  w i t h  my  e ldes t

b r o t h e r  c l a r k  l t i l l  J r .  a n d  m y  s i s t e r ' s  E s t e r  M a y  a n d  v i o l a

wa l -ker  a long w i th  her  husband.  r  moved to  E l -  paso because

of  the  ccc ,  wh ich  was in i t ia ted  by  pres ident  Rooseve l t .  The

CCC chose var ious  peop le  in  o rder  to  p revent  them f rom

b e i n g  o n  w e l f a r e .

KN:  The respons ib i l i t i -es  on  your  b ro ther  were  t remendous. . .

E D :  M y  b r o t h e r ' s  r e s p o n s i b i r i t i e s  w e r e  t r e m e n d o u s  b e c a u s e  m v

mom passed away dur ing  ch i ldb i r th .  Eventua l l y  th ree

bro thers  were  qua l i f ied  to  en ter  in to  the  ccc .  r  have four

b r o t h e r s ,  C l a r k  H i l l  J r . ,  T o m m y  H i I l ,  E z e k i e l _  H i l L ,  a n d

B o s t o n  H i l l .  o n e  b r o t h e r  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  A r m y ,  o n e  i n  t h e

Navy /  and one worked

K N :  D i d  y o u  a t t e n d  D o u g l a s  S c h o o l ?

E D :  r  d i d  a t t e n d  D o u g r a s  s c h o o l .  M y  f i r s t .  g r a d e  t e a c h e r ' s  n a m e

was Francer l  wa l - race .  r  l -oved her .  There  was a lways  so  much

lrQ, ̂ rr.,LJ ch'''| '; '



sand  and  dus t  i t  wou ld  become b i t t e r  coLd .  Mv  hand  wou ]d  be

f r e e z i n g .  S h e  w o u l d  t a k e  m y  h a n d s

s u r e  I  s t a y e d  w a r m .  W e  d i d n ' t  h a v e

s t e a m  h e a t  f r o m  t h e  b a s e m e n t .  M s .

p e r s o n  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  c o m p a s s i o n .

s t u d e n t s  t o  l e a r n .

and warm them, to make

gas heat inq ;  we had

r ' l -  I  I  -  I  n t l o l  r rv r c l J - l - c l L t r :  w c t D  c l  J _ - .  - * J

She a lways  encouragred

KN:  Bes ides  your  f i rs t  g rade teacher ,  were  there  any  o ther

exper iences  tha t .  you  can reca l_ l -  tha t  impacted  you l i fe?

E D :  r  w a s  v e r y  t i n y  a n d  r  h a d  a  s i s t e r  w h o  w a s  v e r v  t a l - L .  o n e

day my s is te r  wasn ' t  there  to  de fend me.  so  ch i ld ren  wou l -d

p ick  on  me because o f  my he igh t .  There  was one s tudent .  who

weighed about one hundred and forty-f ive pounds and about

s i x  o n e .  I  j u s t  t o r e  h e r  u p  o n e  d a y .  I  d o n , t  r e a l 1 y  e v e n

r e c a 1 1  w h y .  M a y b e  I  w a s  j u s t  t i r e d  o f  b e i n g  p i c k e d  o n .

D u r i n g  t h a t  t i n e  M r s .  M c c a l l  w a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a t  D o u g r a s .

S h e  s a i d ,  " f ' m  g l a d  t o  s e e  y o u  w h i p  h e r .  y o u r v e  b e e n

r u n n i n g  a n d  r u n n i n g ,  s o  t h i s  t i m e  I  w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  s a y

a n y t h i n g .  f  ' m  p r o u d  o f  y o u ! "  I  l o v e d  M s .  M c C a l l .

Another  exper ience uras  w i th  t r l s .  M inn ie  Moore , .  she  was my

teacher  a t  Doug las .  I  su f  fe r  f rom as thma and am unabJ_e to

p l a y  i n  t h e  g r a s s .  O n e  d a y  w e  w e n t  o n  a  p i c n i c  a n d  o n e  o f

t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o l d  M s .  M o o r e ,  . .  y o u  l e t  E s t i n e  g e t  a w a y  w i t h

m u r d e r ,  w i t h  h e r  b a d  t a l k i n g . , , S h e  r e p l i e d ,  , . N o  I  d o n ' t  l e t

E s t i n e  g e t  a w a y  w i t h  m u r d e r . , ,  T h e y  s a i d ,  . . y e s  y o u  d . o ,  y o u

l - e t  h e r  d o  a n y t h i n g  s h e  w a n t . s  t o . "  S h e  r e p l i e d ,  ' . W e l l ,  i f

t h a t ' s  w h a t  I  l e t  h e r  g e t  a w a y  w i t h  t h e n  g o  a h e a d  a n d  c u s s



K N :

t h a m  r a r  i  n  "  I . v a r r ' l . r ^ n r r  - i " - +  {u r r s r r !  q y q r l r .  u v e r l b o d y  j u s t  f e l - 1  o u t  l a u g h i n g .  w e  p r o c e e d e d

t o  t a k e  a  h a y r i d e ,  a n d  M s .  M o o r e  a s k e d  m e /  . ' D o  y o u  t h i n k

y o u  c a n  s t a n d  t h e  h a y ? ' ,  f  t o l d  h e r  I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  t . r y ,

h o w e v e r  I  b e g a n  t o  s n e e z e .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  s a i d ,  . . t h e r e  y o u  g o

w i t h  y o u r  b a b y  a g a i n . "  S h e  r e p l i e d ,  . .  G i v e  t h e m  a n o t h e r . , ,

what  do  you remember  about  you ear ly  ch i ldhood exper iences

wi th  your  fami ly  ?

My parents  and grandparent  had the i r  own fa rm in  Deve l ra

T e x a s .  W e  w o u l d  b e  t a k e n  o u t  o f  s c h o o l ,  w h i l e  i t  w a s  i n

s e s s i o n ,  t o  a s s i s t  o u r  p a r e n t s .  W e  w o u l d  g o  t . o  h e l p  o u r

grandparents  w i th  the  work  on  the  fa rm.  one s randmother  had

her  own s to re .  She so ld  eggs ,  i ce  c ream and.  th inqs  l i ke

tha t .  She was o f f  h ighway e igh ty ,  in  those days  i t  was  the

main  h ighway.  we wou l -d  he lp  tu rn  the  ice  c ream f reezer  to

keep every th ing  runn ing  fo r  her .  Th is  i s  the  reason thev

E D :

( M s .  M c C a l l _ )  w o u l d  l e t  u s  d o  v a r i o u s  j o b s  t o  h e l p  o u r

f a m i l y  o u t .

KN:  D id  work i -ng  on  the  fa rm aggravate  your  as thma?

ED:  You do  what  you have to  do .  you  jus t  do  i t .  My grandmother

would give me an herbal-  tea. The t .ea was made from the

hooves  o f  ca lves .  Then she wourd  mix  some o ther  herbs  in

and g ive  i t  to  me to  d r ink .  When you drank  the  tea  i t

caused some type o f  reac t ion  tha t  made you sp i t  up  the

m l 1 - a r 1 c

Your  exper iences  on  the  fa rm sounded l i ke  Lhey  were  ]onq

d a v s .



E D :

K N :

KN

My exper iences  on  the  fa rm were  f i l l ed  w i th  rong days  and

hard  work .  we had fun  too .  There  Lrere  ten  o f  us  and i t  was

fun .  our  do l l s  came f rom the  f lour  sacks .  you  have the

pr in ts  on  the  sack  and when the  f rour  was used up  you wou l_d

tear  i t  open to  make a  do l - l - .  we d idn ,  t  have a  l -o t  o f  dor l -s .

My aunts  and unc l -es  wou ld .  use  a  c ream on the i r  face  and we

w o u l d  u s e  t h e  c o n t a i n e r s  f o r  o u r  d i s h e s  a n d  t o v s .  r t  w a s

someth ing  to  rook  fo rward  to .  when they  f in ished w i th  the

cream we wou ld  take  the  conta iners  and make our  mud p ies .

on  the  weekends when we f in ished work ing  we wou]d  go  t .o

c h u r c h .  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  f i s h  f r y ' s  o n  s a t u r d a y ' s .  T h e y  w o u l d

cook  enough food Lo  take  to  church  and have a  p icn ic .  we

wou ld  pu t  th ingr  together  and fami ly  and f r iends  wou ld  jo in

i n  t h e  f e s t i v i t i - e s .

E leven years  o f  age,  tha t  i s  so  younq to  have so  much

r e s p o n s j - b i 1 i t y .  D i d  i t  p h a s e  y o u ?

r  never  was the  type  o f  person to  mix  and mingre  w i th  o ther

y o u n g  l a d i e s  m y  a g e . r  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h y .  r  w a s  a l w a y s  l i k e

t h a t .  I  w a s  t h a t  w a y  w i t h  m y  s i s t e r s  a n d  b r o t h e r s .  I

loved them but  I  was  more  lov ing  to  my bro thers .  f  don,  t

know why.  Maybe because my mother  passed away,  and I  was

c l o s e r  t o  m y  f a t h e r .  r  g o t  a l o n g r  f i n e  w i t h  m y  s i s t e r s  b u t

f  never  was as  c lose  to  them as  I  was  w i th  my bro thers

Do you remember  what  the  . .J_ i t t l_e  jobs , ,  were  and who

ar ranged them?



E D : M s McCal l -  a r ranged var ious  jobs  fo r  me to  earn  money fo r

m y  f a m i l y .  O n e  j o b  I  h a d  w a s  s h i n i n g  s h o e s  o n  O r e g o n  a n d

S e c o n d  S t r e e t ,  I  w a s  a r o u n d  e i g h t .  o r  n i n e  y e a r s  o l d .  M y

' I  i  t - t -  l o  f  n i  and  AUSt in  TUbbS,  and  I  wOu ld  gO Sh ine  ShOeS On! 4 { v r . s /

S a t u r d a y ' s .  I  w o u l - d  b e a t  t h e m  o u t  a n d  t h e y  [ o t h e r  b o y s ]

a lways  wanted  to  ge t  a t  me.  We wou ld  ca tch  the  t ro l ley  and

r ide  down there .  There  were  no  buses  a t  tha t  t ime.  I  had

r e g u l a r  c u s t o m e r s .  I  t h i n k  t h e y  k n e w  w h a t  I  w a s  a  g i r l .  I

w o u l d  a c t  l i k e  a  b o y .  I  w o u l d  p u t  m y  h a i r  u p .  I  f e l t

l i k e  s h i n i n g  s h o e s  w a s  a  b o y ' s  j o b .  I  w o u l - d  p u t  a  s t r a w

h a t  o n  m y  h e a d - s o  t h e y  w o u l d . n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I  w a s  a  g i r l .

So  they  wou l -d  come  to  me  even  though  they  were  rough - I  knew

how to  i gno re  t ha t .  I  t hough t  boys  wou ld  ge t  more

a t ten t j - on  t o  sh ine  shoes .  Maybe  they  though t  t ha t  boys

cou ld  sh ine  shoes  be t te r .  When  I  J -ea rned  how,  t hey  a l l

knew tha t  I  was  a  g i r l  bu t  t hey  s t i l - l -  l - e t  me  sh ine  the i r

s h o e s .

You r  expe r i ences  on  the  t ro l l ey  ca r . . . ?

When  we  rode  the  t ro l - l - ey  ca r ,  we  had  to  go  to  t he  back  o f

t h e  c a r .  W e  c o u l - d  n o t  s t a y  i n  t h e  f r o n t - w e  p a i d  o u r  n i c k e l -

f a re  and  wen t  t o  t he  back .  My  expe r i ence  on  the  t ro l l ey  ca r

I  c o u l - d  s t a n d ,  b u t  I  h a d  a  l i t t l e  n e i g h b o r  t h a t  I  p l a y e d

w i th -a  1 i t t . l e  Span i sh  g i r l - he r  name was  O l - i v i a .  We  p layed

t o o e t h e r  - i r r s l -  f i n e  u n t i f  o n  S r : n r i a v  w h e n  h e r  l g f S t i v e S  w O u l _ d

c o m e  o v e r  t o  h e r  h o u s e - t h e n  I  g o t  t o  b e  a  " n i g g r e r . "  I  w a s

a b o u t  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  a g e .  W e  p l a y e d  t o g e t h e r  a l l

KN

E D



KN

w e e k  u n t i l  t h a t  w e e k e n d  w h e n  h e r  r e l a t i v e s  w o u l d  c o m e .

one day  r  jus t  go t  t i red  o f  hear ing  tha t  name-and r  p lowed

in to  her  too .  She was the  on ly  one tha t  wou l_d  ca l l  me

tha t  name-her  fami ly  wou ld  no t .  r  th ink  her  fami rv  was

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  n a m e  c a l l i n g - r  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  c h i l d

wou l -d  sudden ly  change her  a t t i tude- to  name ca l1 inq .  I

c o n t i n u e d  t o  p l a y  w i t h  h e r .  r  d o n ' t  s e e m  t o  g e t  a n g r y  a n d

re t  my emot ions  s tay  tha t  v ray .  r  p layed w i th  her  un t i l -  she

b e g a n  g o i n g  t o  B e l l -  s c h o o l  a n d  r  s t a y e d  a t  D o u g r a s  s c h o o l .

what  were  the  cond i t ions  l - i ke  a t  Doug l -as  schoo l?  r ' ve  heard

s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t e x t b o o k s  o r  l a c k  o f  b o o k s ,  t h e y  w e r e  u s e d . . .

The tex tbooks  a t  Doug las  were  o lder  books  coming f rom the

whi te  schooJ-s ,  there  no  use  ca l l ing  them Caucas ian .  We

ca l - led  them wh i te  then.  we go t  the i r  books ,  a l l -  books  came

f rom them.  You cou ld  see the  var ious  names wr i t ten  ins i -de

the  books .  We wou ld  be  so  g lad  to  ge t  one ha l fway  c lean.

we wourd  f iqh t  over  tha t  book .  some o f  the  backs  were  to rn

o f f .  They  had brown paper  then- they  wou ld  be  covered w i th

the  brown paper .  One o f  my very  beaut i fu l_  teachers  was

n a m e d  M s .  D e s b o i n e .  ( W h e n  t h e y  f i r s t  b u i L t  t h e  c o l _ i s e u m )  -

her  husband Mr .  Desbo ine  knew I  was  good in  a r t -he  asked

m e  i f  f  w a n t e d  t o  g o  i n t o  t h a t .  M a y b e  i t  w o u l d  h e l p  m e

out  w i th  qe t t ing  a  scho larsh ip  when r  f in ished a t  Dougr las

H i g h  S c h o o l .  I  s a i d  " y e s ,  I  w i l l  t r y . ' ,  H e  s a i d  i f  I  w o u l d

t . y ,  h e  w o u l - d  m a k e  s u r e  I  g e t  s o m e t h i n g .

E D



w e n t  i n t o  M e x i c o  t o  s t u d y  a r t - r  w a s  n e v e r  t o o  a f r a i d -

they  sa id  th ings  about  Mex ico

KN:  what  d id  they  say  happened in  Mex ico  dur ing  those t imes?

t r n '  ' F h o '  c r  i  - l  t h a t  t h c w  w n r r l  r l  n i  r - k  r r n r r  r r n  a n d  n r r f  \ / n  r r  i  nr r r s J  r q r u  u r r q u  u r r E y  w u u r t l  V r u ^  y u u  U p  c - . _  r  - . ^  j a 1 l .

Be care fu l -  because o f  your  race .  My f i rs t  d rawing  was o f

an  o1d house- r  wourd .  s i t  on  the  s idewalk  and draw.  The

h o u s e  c a u g h t  m y  a t t e n t i o n .  r t  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  m e  t o  d o .

Mr .  Desbo ine  wou. l -d  come back  to  check  on  me,  to  make sure  I

w a s  a l r  r i g h t .  ( c o n f u s i o n  o n  w h e t h e r  s h e  w a s  d i s c u s s i n g r

M e x i c o  o r  t h e  u n i t e d  s t a t e s )  w e  u s e d  t o  g e t  o u r  s h o e s  w i t h

s tamps.  Our  fami ly  wou. l_d  be  g iven so  many s tamps to  use .

we wou ld  go  to  Mex ico  to  ge t  shoes .  [ {e  wou l_d  a . l_so  qe t  our

brown sugar  and wh i te  sugar  f rom Mex ico .  r t  i s  no t  as

sweet  as  the  sugar  here .  we wou l -d  ge t  a  1o t  o f  our  meats

f r o m  t h e r e .  M y  s i s t e r s ,  m y  b r o t h e r  B o s t o n ,  a n d  r  w o u ] d  q o

there  and ge t  what  we need.ed .  r ' ve  jus t  never  been a  scarv

ca t  about  do ing  whatever  r  had to  do .  r  never  pa id  t .oo

much a t ten t ion  to  name ca l l ing-we used name too .  That  was

never  a  p rob lem wi th  me.  The on ly  t ime I  wou l -d  rea l_ l_y  be

af ra id  i s  when we wou l -d  go  back  down th rough Texas ,  where

my grandparents  l i ved  to  he lp  w i th  the  harves t  and to  he10

wi th  the  s to re .  we wou l -d  ge t  name-ca l l ing  f rom peop]e  who

w o u r d  d r i n k  a  l o t .  T h e y  w o u ] d  u s e  b e i n g  d r u n k  a s  a  r e a s o n

to  use  name-ca l -1 ing .  As  i f  they  were  i -n  the i r  r iqh t  mind

they  wou l -d  no t  name ca l l_ .  I  wou l -d  th ink ,  . .Oh,  now you d id

t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s  w h a t  y o u  w a n t e d  t o  d o ! , ,  T h a t  w a s  t h e



K N :

wors t  exper ience tha t  r  ever  had.  My grandparents  to ld  us-

I  had one very  famous grandmother  and one very  famous

u n c l - e ,  o n  m y  g r a n d f a t h e r r s  a  m o t h e r t s  p a r e n t .

You ment ion  a  famous qrandmother  and famous unc le ,  what

were  the i r  exper iences  or  why  d id  you re fe r  to  them as

famous ?

E D :  o n e  o f  m y  a u n t s - H a r r i z e t t a - s h e  r e d  q u i t e  a  f e w  b l a c k s  o u t

o f  s l a v e r y ;  s h e  e v e n  r o s t  h e r  f i n g e r .  T h e y  l b l a c k s ]  h a d

very  var ious  names.  They  d idn ' t  have names l i ke  we have.  A

I o t  o f  t h e  n a m e s  w o u l _ d  b e  a f t e r  t h e . . b o s s  m a n . , ,  p e o p l e

d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  i t .  M y  g r a n d p a r e n L s  c a m e  o u t  o f

L o u i s i a n a .  ( s t o p  t a p e  d u e  t o  i n t e r r u p t i o n )  T h e y  I r e l a t i v e s ]

g o  a  l o t  " t a k e n  o f f "  o f  t h e m .  M y  u n c l e  g o t  o n e  o f  h i s  t o e s

taken fo r  runn ing  and tak ing  food f rom the  boss  man,  s

house- to  ge t  them some food to  ea t  ins tead o f  the  usua l

l -e f tovers  and scraps .  He worked in  the  b ig  house.  A  l -o t  o f

peop le  wou l -d  th ink  no th ing ,  bu t  they  weren,  t  g iv ing  up

t h e i r  r i q h t s  t o  d o  t h i n g s .  L i k e  t o  l e a r n  h o w  t o  m a k e

p i l lows- they  wou ld  ge t  p i l lows f rom the  house and take  i t

to  them so  they  cou l -d  see how they  are  made.  somewhere  they

)-
g o t  m a t e r i a l s .  A  L o t  o f  o u r  p i l t o w s  w e r e  m a d e  o f  s t r a w  a n d

not  co t ton .  f f  we go t .  any  co t ton ,  we go t  the  co t ton  f rom

t h e  g i n  t h a t  t h e y  r e f t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s e e d s  i n .  T h a t  w o u r d  b e

v e r y  r o u g h ,  b e c a u s e  a r l  t h e  s e e d s  w e r e  n o t  o u t .  s o  w e  w o u l - d

p i c k  s e e d s  o u t  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  q u i l t s ,  a n d  p i l l o w s .
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H o w  d i d  t h i s  e f f e c t  y o u r  u n c l e ' s  l i f e ?

I  g u e s s  I  g o t  s o m e  o f  h i s  o u t . l o o k - h e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d

ra ther  d i -e  knowing tha t  he  cou ld  he lp  h is  peop le  do  be t te r

i n  l - i f e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  w a y  h e  l o o k e d  a t  i t .  r  h a d  o n e  a u n t

o n  m y  f a t h e r ' s  s i s t e r s  - s h e  h a d  a  b l a c k  h u s b a n d .  s h e  d i - d n ' t

have ch i ld ren  by  h im-she wou ld  go  in to  the  b ig  house and

work  fo r  them.  Her  name was v iv ian .  The boss  man ran  her

husband o f f  and took  her  in to  the  b ig  house to  he l -p  ou t  h is

w i fe  and h is  ch i ld ren .  He ended up  re t t ing  her  s tay  there

and he  went  w i th  her  as  we l - l - .  She had th ree  q i r l s  and one

b o y  b y  t h e  b o s s  m a n .  H i s  w i f e  w a s  s t i l l  a l i v e  a t  t h a t

t ime.  My aunt  l i ved  in  the  house.  My grandmother  he lped

r a i s e  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  l i v e  i n  t h e  b i g  h o u s e .

When she passed- I  was  so  young-and I  d id  and d idn ,  t  want

to  be l ieve  i t  happened.  r  was  knocked o f f  my fee t .  she  had

t h e i r l b o s s  m a n ' s ]  c o l o r  b u t  h e r  h a i r  w a s  l i k e  m i n e .

Why were  you "knocked o f f  your  fee t? , ,

I  j u s t  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  h a p p e n e d .  y o u r  h e a r

s t o r j - e s  a b o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  b u t  r e m a i n  s k e p t i c a r .  r t  w a s n ' t

b y  h e r  c h o i c e .  H e r  h u s b a n d  b e i n g  r u n  o f f  w a s  t h e  b e s t

th ing  tha t  cou ]d  have happened-because then she had a  iob .

To he lp  herse l f  and my grandmother .  Now my grandfa ther  on

m y  f a t h e r ' s  s i d e - n o w  I  d o n ,  t  k n o w  h o w  h e  q o t  t o  b e  a  h e e l .

K N :
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He was a  wetback  f rom Mex ico .  He mar r ied  my grandmother .

Her  name was Racher -she was the  one w i th  the  s to re .  The

one who had the  fa rm was Hat t ie .  Hat t ie  was a  very  ,  very

sweet  lady .  L  Loved my grandmother  on  my fa ther 's  s ide  bur

r  don ' t  know what  i t  was  about  my grandmother  in  the

count ry - there  was a  bond be tween us .  That  was mv mom,  s

m o t h e r .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  i f  i t  w a s  b e c a u s e  s h e  w a s  s o  t i n y .  I

l - o o k  b a c k  n o w - r  a m  t i n y .  M o s t  s a y  t h a t  i s  w h o  r  l o o k  l i k e ,

my gr randmother  on  my mother 's  s ide .  she  was verv  so f t

s p o k e n .  S h e  h a d  t h i r t e e n  k i - d s .  S h e  t r e a t e d  a l l  o f  u s  s o

g o o d .  r  c o u l d  a l w a y s  p i c t u r e  h e r  a  r i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t

than I  cou ld  my grandmother  on  my fa ther 's  s ide .  My

grandmother  on  my fa ther 's  s ide  was in  the  c i ty  and tha t ' s

what  we ca l ]ed  her ,  c i t y  g randmother .  we ca l l -ed  the  o ther

one the  count ry  g randmother .

AnoLher  exper ience my bro ther ,  and my s is te r ,  and r  had was

a t ruck load o f  wh i tes-we don ' t  know where  they  were  coming

f rom- they  were  ho l_ le r ing  and laugh ing ,  and th rowing

b o t t l e s .  M y  s i s t e r  a n d  m y  b r o t h e r  w a n t e d  t o  s t a y  o n  t h e

h i g h w a y  a n d  I  s a i d ,  " N o ,  w e r r e  n o t .  y o u  d o n ' t .  k n o w  w h a t

t h e y  w i l l  d o  t o  y o u . , , " L e t ' s  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o o d s , , ,  a n d

tha t  i s  when r  Learned tha t  there  were  w i ld  tu rkevs  and

w i l d  g e e s e .  w e  p u t  t h e m  o n  o u r  f a r m .  r  t h i n k  t h a t  i f  w e

had s tayed on  the  h ighway we wou ld  have go t ten  k i r - - led .  My

s is te r  and r  wou ld  have go t ten  raped or  someth i -nq .  r  was

a r o u n d  t e n .  M y  d a d  a s k e d  w h y  r  d i d  i t ?  r  w a s  a l w a v s  t o r d  t o
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b e w a r e .  r  w o u l d  s e e  t h e  p i c t u r e s  w i t h  t . h e  f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f .

My grandmother  a lways  had var ious  p ic tu res  o f  her  fami ly -

and whatever  she cou]d  ge t .  f rom her  b ro thers  and s is te rs .

She kept  those fami ly  books .  I  w ish  I  cou ld  have go t ten  my

hands on  them but  my o lder  s is te r  go t  them.  when she went

in to  the  res t  home,  I  asked i f  she  cou ld  g ive  me some o f

those p ic tu res  so  I  cou i -d  wr i te  a  book  about  them.  But  I

neve. r  go t  my hands on  too  many o f  them.

M y  a u n t  ( a n d  I  c a n  s t i l l  p i c t u r e  t h i s )  h a d  h e r  f i n g e r s

chopped o f f  fo r  what  ca l_ led  s teaL inq .  She wou ld  take  a

c h i c k e n  t o  f e e d  h e r  f a m i t y .  T h e y  c a l l _ e d  t h a t  s t e a l i n g .

E s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e  b o s s  l a d y  t o l d  t h e m ,  . . y e s ,  y o u  c a n  t a k e

Lt . "  Then when the  boss  man came in  ha l f -mad about

someth ing ,  she  wou. l -d  teL l  h im they  s to le  a  ch icken.  The

whi te  women had a  hard  t ime,  peop le  don ' t  be l ieve  i t ,  bu t

t h e y  d i d .  T h e y  d i d .  T h e y  ( t h e  m a s t e r )  h a d  t h e  m i s t r e s s - a

whi te  lady-and then the  maids  were  the  bLack  women.  Thev

knew what  was go ing  on .

You were  a lmost  l i v ing  in  two communi t ies ,  were  the i r

t remendous d i f fe rences?

There  were  a  i_o t  o f  d i f fe rences  in  the  two communi t ies

b e i n g  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e  c i t y .  M y  t e a c h e r s  t o l d  m y

fa ther  tha t  he  wou ld  have to  Ie t  us  s tay  here-my bro ther ,

a n d  m y  s i s t e r ,  a n d  I .  T h e y  s a i d  y o u  m u s t .  I e t  t h e m  s t a y

h e r e  b e c a u s e  t a k i n g  t h e m  o u t  i s  b a d  f o r  t h e i r  s c h o o l i n g .

Is  there  someth ing  we can do  to  he lp  you to  keep f rom

,  . i '
(t,f
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f  : l l i  n a  1 -  h o m  : r . r -  t t  F r n m  c n l . , n n ls u J \ r a r y  u r r s ' L  o a / - t f  f r o m  s c h o o l ?  T h e n  t h e  l i t t ] e  j o b s

s tar ted .  I  m issed go ing  to  the  fa rm.  Go ing  there  s topped

when f  reached the  e igh th  g rade.  My t r ips  to  the  fa rm

s t o p p e d .  I  w a s  i n  t h e  n i n t h  o r  E e n t h  g r a d e .  M y  b r o t h e r

qu i t  schoo l  and went  in to  the  army because he  d idn ,  t  want

to  keep go ing  back  and fo r th .  He went  to  the  army to  he lp

u s  o u c .

H o w  d i d  y o u  m a k e  u p  a l l -  t h e  s c h o o l - w o r k  t h a t  v o u  m i s s e c J e

We cou ld  never  rea l l y  make up  a l l  the  t ime we missed a t

s c h o o l .  A f t e r  t h e y  g a v e  m e  v a r i o u s  l i t t L e  j o b s ,  I  p u t

myse l f  th rough sunmer  schoo l - .  I  d id  tha t  fo r  th ree  years .

I  was  about  f i f teen  when tha t  began.  I  wou ld  do  i ron ing

and work  a t  the  nursery .  f  wou l -d  do  var ious  jobs .  I

c l e a n e d  a  l a d y ' s  h o u s e  o n  H a y s  S t . r e e t .  I ' l - 1  n e v e r  f o r g e t

h e r .  I  t h o u g h t  t h e y  w o u l d  f e e d  m e .  S h e  w a s  a  s i c k l y  l a d y

and wanted someone to do smal- l  chores l ike cleaninq t ,he

bathroom and do ing  laundry .  A l - l -  her  husband 's  th ings  went

to  the  laundry .  I  don ' t  know why she d idn ,  t  send her

t h i n g s  t o o .  I  d i d  t h a t  o n  S a t u r d a y ' s .  I  b e g a n  g e t t i n g

h u n g r y  s o  f  s a i d , ' I  t h i n k  I  n e e d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  e a t . "  S h e

s a i d ,  " Y e s ,  I l l  f i x  y o u  s o m e t h i n g  t o  e a t . "  S h e  f i x e d  m e  a

le t tuce  and tomato  sandwich ,  I  had never  heard  o f  tha t

b e f o r e .  T o m a t o  a n d  l - e t t u c e  b e t w e e n  b r e a d .  I ,  1 1  n e v e r

f o r g e t  t h a t .

Then I  had an  exper ience ge t t ing  on  the  bus .  -we went  in

b a c k -  t h a t  w a s  w h e n  t h e y  h a d  o p e n e d  F t .  B l - i s s .  f  g o t  o n

t a



the  bus  and there  \ ^ /e re  two or  th ree  wh i te  so ld ie rs  on  the

b u s .  T h e  s o r - d i e r s - i n  u n i f o r m - t o r d  m e .  . A r r  n i g g e r s  g o  t o

t h e  b a c k ! "  T h e  b u s  d r i v e r  s a i d . . r  d o n , t  s e e  w h y  s h e  c a n , t

s t a y  h e r e  b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  n o t  s i t t i n g  a n y w a y .  w h y  c a n r t  s h e

jus t  s tand?"  They  made a  r - i t t re  song about  i t  and  sang i t

un t iL  r  g ro t  t i red  o f  hear ing  i t  and go t  o f f  the  bus-oa  a- - l

wa ' l -ked  home.  shor tJ -y  a f te r  tha t  buses  were  in tegra ted .

The bus  dr iver  cou]dn ' t  p ro tec t  me a l_ .L  the  way home.  The

dr iver  was a  wh i te  man.  They  courd  have br -amed the i r

a c t i o n s  o n  d r i n k i n g  a n d  a l l ,  s o  f  j u s t  g o t  o f f  t o  a v o i d

the i r  abuse.  why shou ld  r  have s tayed on  the  bus  and qe t

abused? So I  go t  o f f  and wa l -ked.  Wafk ing  wasn,  t  go ing  to

k i l l  m e .  I  h a d  w a l k e d  b e f o r e .  S o ,  I  w a l k e d .

KN: Do you remember how you fel t?

ED:  r  was  hur t .  Bu t  r  was  t i red  more  than any th ingr ,  and ea t ing

tha t  le t tuce  and tomato  sandwich  d idn ' t  he lp  any .  I

thought  wa lk ing  wou]d  be  be t te r  than tak ing  a  chance on

s r t m F t h i  n n  c l  q a  h : ^ ^ a n i  - ^r v r l r s L l r r r l g  e r r E  r r d l , I , c r r r r . g .  o n e  t i m e  i t  h a p p e n e d  a g a i n - r  g o t

of  f  the  bus  -  There  was a  br -ack  sor -d ie r  who fo r - r -owed me.

He asked i f  he  cou l_d  g ive  me a  r ide  and I  to ld  h im , .yes . , ,

He asked are  you t i red? And I  sa id .  , . yes .  Trm nrc , -  , - rz

t i r e d - "  H e  s a i - d ,  , ' f  d o n r t  k n o w  w h e r e  y o u  l i v e ,  c a n  y o u

s h o w  m e ? "  I  s a i d ,  ' . y e s - j u s t  c o n t i _ n u e  s t r a i g h t  o n . , ,  I

began th ink ing  r  made a  bad mi -s take ,  r  shoutd  no t  have

accepted  th is  r ide .  He began ta lk ing  to  me and asked,  . .Are

we a lmost  home?, ,  I  sa id ,  . . yeah,  jus t  about  s ix  o r  seven
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m o r e  b L o c k s . "  H e  s a i d ,  " I  d o n r t  t h i n k  I ' m  g o i n g  U h a t  w a y .

I  t h i n k  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  y o u  t o  t h e  b o o n  d o c k s . , ,  M y

parents  a lways  to ]d  us  to  beware  o f  th inqs  and s i tua t ions

l i k e  t h i s .  A n d  t o  a l w a y s  h a v e  a  f i n g e r n a i l  f i l e .  W e

d i d n ' t  h a v e  e m e r y  b o a r d s ,  w e  h a d  s m a l l _  s t e e l _  f i l e s .  I  i u s t

t o o k  i t  o u t .  W h e n  h e  s a i d  t h a t  f  s a i d ,  . . N o ,  f  d o n ' t  w a n t

f  o  r r o  l .  h a r a  I  t { a  q :  i  r l  \ r n h  t , ^ ! r  r . , . i  I  1  t t  aL v  v v  L r r s r c :  r - -  e t L t  J s J  y u u  w r t _ l - .  r  S a i d ,  
t t N O ,  

I

w o n ' t l "  H e  a s k e d ,  " w h a t  m a k e s  y o u  t h i n k  v o u  w o n t t ? , '  I

s a i d ,  " W e 1 1 ,  I ' l L  t e 1 l  y o u  w h a t  y o u  d o ,  y o u  j u s t  t r y  a n d .

tu rn  a round . "  He  s ta r ted  tu rn inq  the  ca r  a round  and  I

s ta r ted  s tabb ing  h im .  I  don ,  t  r emember  whe re  I  h i t  h im .  He

to ld  me ,  "Ge t  t . he  he I I  ou t  o f  my  ca r ! , ,  I  sa id ,  ' . Thank

y o u . "  B u t  I  d i d n ' t  c a r e  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s n r t  g o i n g  t o

take  me anywhere .

rn  h igh  schoo l  once r  went  to  a  basketbar l  qame wi th  th ree

of  my g i r l f r iends .  We went  to  Las  Cruces  to  watch  the

g a m e .  I  w a s  i n  m y  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  I  d a t e d  a

young man named Gold ie .  He had a  car .  A1 l  four  o f  us

g i r l s  go t  in to  the  car  and went  Lo  see the  team p fay .  Then

w e  n o t i c e d  a  l i t t l e  l e a n i n g  o f  t h e  c a r ,  a n d  h e  s a i d ,  , ' O h ,

go l l y  we have a  f la t  t i re .  "  One o f  the  guys  sa id ,  . . you

know what  we sa id  tha t .  we are  go ing  to  do?, ,  . 'A1  I  four  o f

u s  g u y s  a n d  a l l  f o u r  o f  y o u  g i r l s . "  I  s a i d ,  . ' N o ,  i t  w o n ' L

b e  t h i s  g i r l ! "  H e  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  y o u  c a n ' t  w a l k  b a c k  t o  E l

P a s o ! "  I  s a j - d ,  " l _ j _ k e  h e 1 1 ,  f  c a n t t . "  T h e y  s a i d ,  , , w h e r e  a r e

V o t t  a n i n r r ? "  T  c l i r l  \ \ T t m  a a i n a  "  : n n  ' . ' ^  " ^ l l . ^ , - . 1  r ' l I  + L . ^  , , - . ,I  r q l q ,  f  r r (  g v r t r y ,  q t r u  w E  w c t I K g L l  c t I J -  L I I e  W d y
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back  to  E I  Paso.  I  was  no t  go ing  to  s tay  o r r t  there  a l l

n igh t .  r  was  the  ras t  one home.  r  saw everyone to  the i r

h o u s e  b e c a u s e  r  l i v e d  p a s t  a 1 r  t h e i r  h o m e s .  r  b e l i e v e  w e

re turned home around f i ve  o r  s ix  in  the  morn ing .  My s is te r

j u s t  d i d  n o t  a r l o w  m e  t o  s t a y  o u t  l i k e  t h a t .  r  w a s n , t  g o i n g

t o  s t a y  t h e r e .

W a s  y o u r  s i s t e r  t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  f i g u r e ?

She to ld  me tha t  I  d id  what  I  was  supposed to  do .

(  re f  l_ec t ion  )

D id  you a t tend Doug las  H igh  Schoo l?

f  went  to  Doug las  fo r  g rade schoo l_  and h igh  schoo l_ .

Were  you ab le  to  go  to  the  theat re?

we went  to  a  theat re  downtown-  we went  to  a  theater  on

Alameda St ree t ,  ca l red  the  A l -cazar .  we a l_so  went  to  the

crawford  theat re  occas iona l l y .  Not  even the  span ish  went

there  a l l  the  t ime no  mat te r  what  they  sa id -  The span ish

had two schoo ls  to  a t tend i  Ber - r -  and Zabada.  Most  o f  them

didn ' t  f in ish  h igh  schooJ- .  They  d id  wer r ,  i f  they  were  abr_e

to  f in ish  the  s ix th  g rade.  They  know tha t  they  are  a

d i f fe ren t  race  than wh i te ,  bu t  they  d idn ,  t  want  to  be  w i th

us ,  because they  knew the i r  complex ion  was d i f fe ren t .  They

were  a  c -Lass  o f  peop le  who were  a f ra id  to  ge t  away f rom

the i r  own type o f  language and the  way tney  [#?  I i v ing .

They  want  to  keep to  themserves- they  th ink  tha t  i s  the  bes t

way o f  r i fe ,  ins tead o f  pa t te rn i -ng  themser -ves  away f rom

w h i t e s .  W h y  n o t ?  L i k e  B o o k e r  T .  W a s h i n g t . o n  s a i d ,  . . W h v  n o t

K N :

K N :

E D :



K N :

E U :

K N :

E D :

b e t t e r  y o u r s e l f  w i t h  t h e i r  [ w h i t e ]  b o o k s  w i t n  t h e  b a c k  t o r n

o f f  and the i r  name in  the  book .  Than fo r  you  no t  know how

t o  r e a d  o r  w r i t e  a t  a l _ l .  "

What  do  you  th ink  t he  d i f f e rence  was  be tween  Mex i cans  and

A f r i can -Amer i cans?

H ispan i cs  d idn ' t  see  a  reason  to  con t i nue  go j_ng  to  schoo l

r r n f  i  
' l  

^ - ^ , - 1 , . ^ ! . ;  ^ -  r . t ^  r L r  -  - r - -  lur rLr - r -  g racruar r -on .  we [b lacks ]  saw why we must  cont inue our

e d U C a t i O n a l - .  f t f g  c n r r n f ' q  m i n d l e  a n d  m i x .  T h e r e  w a 5  n O

communicat ion. As long as we stayed dumb, we knew we wouj-d

be low on the  to tem po le - f ingers  cu t  o f f ,  o r  th rown in  ja i l

o r  e v e n  k i l l e d  s e n s e l e s s l y .  T h e  H i s p a n i c s  a r e  d o i n g  t h a t

r igh t  now.  They  know i t  i s  a  "k i l l i ng  p rocess" -you make the

money bu t  you  can ' t  spend i t  beh ind  bars .

A f te r  h iqh  schoo l -  d id  you remain  in  EJ-  paso or  d id  you

l -eave the  reg ion?

I  g ro t  a  scho la rsh ip  to  Pra i r ie  V iew- they  (Doug las

personne l )  thought  i t  wou ld  he lp  ou t  i f  I  went  there  fo r

co l lege.  But  my fa ther  cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  to  keep me in  the

dorms.  My bro ther  t i red  to  he l -p  me out  bu t  he  wasn ' t  mak ing

tha t  much money.  Mr .  Desbo ine  asked what  I  cou ld  do  fo r

myse l f?  He ment ioned tha t  I  had ar t i s t i c  ta l_ent  and maybe I

shou l -d  pursue becomi -ng  a  beaut ic ian .  He and h is  w i fe  a lways

s tood beh ind  me.  Those two peop le  and Ms.  Minn ie  Moore  more

than anybody was in  my l i fe  insp i red  me

c o l l e g e  i n  T y 1 e r  T e x a s .

I  went  to  a  barber
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K N :

E D :

f  went  to  a  beaut . i c ian  schoo l  fo r  th ree  months  and ius t

h a t e d  i t  b e c a u s e  I  c o u l d n ' t  s t a n d  t h e  g o s s i p .  f  d i d n ' t  l i k e

t h a t  a t  a l l - .  M r .  D e s b o i n e  s a i d ,  " J u s t  p u t  u p  w i t h  i t .  O k a y ,

T,  r rc  r rn t  i  t -  Whr r  nn l -  l ^ ra  e  1 r :  rbe1.  . , ,  
'SO 

I  aSked Mr  -  Morcanr t . . J  t t v L  v 9  q  v q ! u g ! .  J v  r  a J A c u  t 1 t .  r - r v t g q t l

and went  across  the  ha l l -  to  the  barber  schoo i - .

How were  you rece ived in  barber  schoo]?

There  were  two women in  barber  schoo l -another  o lder  lady

a n d  m y s e l f .  A I l  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  a c c e p t  m e .  I  g u e s s  i t

w a s  b e c a u s e  I  p i c k e d  u p  t h e  c o u r s e  v e r y  e a s r l y .  I  h a d  n e v e r

p icked up  a  pa i r  o f  hand c l ippers  in  my l i fe .  I  had never

h e l d  a  r a z o r .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I  h e l d  w a s  a  r a z o r  s t r a p  o n  m y

beh ind .  I  don ' t  know how I  d id  i t .  I  never  pa id  any

a t t e n t i o n  t o  a  m a n ' s  h a i r c u t .  I  d i d  i t  a n d  I  s t a r t e d

cut t ing  ha i r  on  Saturdays .  Mr .  Morgan wou l -d  pay  us  on

Fr iday  and in  the  beg inn ing  he  wou1d take  ou t  twenty - f i ve

cents  fo r  every  ha i rcu t .  Bu t  I  was  ab l -e  to  cu t  ha i r  a t  a

much qu icker  ra te .  He eventua l l y  wou ld  on ly  take  f i f teen

cents  ou t  o f  every  ha i rcu t .  Mr .  Morgan to ld  me tha t  I  made

h im money and so  he  wou l -d  make sure  f  was  looked a f te r .

KN:  You comple ted  barber  schoo l ,  d id  you re tu rn  to  E_ l_  paso?

ED:  Yes ,  I  came back  to  E l  Paso and cu t  ha i r  w i th  my godfa ther ,

Roscoe Mar l - in .  I  cu t  ha i r  fo r  them but  I  cou l_dn ' t  make anv

money.  The b lack  communi ty  in  E I  paso wou ld  no t  accept  me

as a  women barber .  Maybe because they  were  o lder ,  I  am not

r e a l -  s u r e .  A r o u n d  1 9 5 1 ,  f  w e n t  t o  F o r t  B l i s s  a n d  c u t  h a i r

under  Samuel  McKenz ie ,  who owned a  b lack  barbershop.  The
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d , , r ' a  l n r zac l  119 ,  t hey  \ ^ re re  a l l  b l acks .  No  wh i tes .  Once  i n,  u r r v J  w v ! r

awhi le ,  lou  wou ld  ca tch  a  wh i te  capta in ,  o r  ma jor .  Very  few

en l is ted  men unt i l -  1952 when my wh i te  c l ien te l -e  inc reased.

K N :  D i d  t h e y  h a v e  a  p r o b l e m  w i t h  a  f e m a l e  c u t t i n g  t h e i r  h a i r ?

ED:  No.  I  never  thought  f  made an  issue about  a  woman cu t t ing

hair .  I  had them coming in,  because they remembered. my

n t m a  E ' Q + '  = n t s a . l  * a  F ^  ^ ! .  -l rqr l rs ,  rou. . r - r re.  Everyone.  wanted me to change my name due to

the  fac t  t ha t  I  d i dn ' t  have  a  m idd le  name.  Howeve r ,  Mrs .

Desbo ine  and  I  dec ided  tha t  t he re  was  someth ing  spec ia l

behind my name and decided not  to  chanqe i t .
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