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H H :

L H :

Ora l  f n te rv iew  o f  Harvey  H i l l ey
By  Car r i e  C r i se

Taken  on  I I / 23 /98

Car r i e  C r i se

Harvey  H i l 1ey

Lou i se  H i l l ey

cc :  Th i s  i s  ca r r i e  c r i se  and  r rm  in te rv iew ing  Harvey  H i l l ey .

r t ' s  November  23 ,  1998 ,  and  we r re  i n  soco r ro ,  Texas .  r , 11

ge t  s ta r ted  r i gh t  now w i th  the  i n te rv iew .  we '11  j us t  s ta r t

o f f  w i th  the  bas i - cs ,  w i th  some backg round  ma te r ia l  abou t  vou

and your  fami ly .  When and where were you born?

HH: r  was born r ight  up across the ra i l_road t racks about  f ive

hundred feet  f rom here,  and we've been in  th is  house or  par t

o f  i t  s i nce  r  was  18  non ths  o rd .  Th i s  pa r t  has  a1 l  been

rebu i r t ,  o r i g ina l l y  i t  was  th ree  rooms  and  tha t ' s  where  r

moved to when I  was 18 months o ld.

So  you ' r e  essen t i a l l y  f r om th i s  a rea  t hen .

Oh  ves .

what  were your  parents names and where were they f rom?

My dad ' s  name was  Harvey  s .  H i l l ey  and  he  was  o r l g ina l l y

f rom Alabama.  He worked on the ra i l road and he was a

sec t i on  fo reman  a t  c l i n t  when  he  saw th l s  p lace  and  dec ided

to  buy  i t .  Th i r t y  f i ve  ac res  was  a l l  i t  was  a t  t ha t  t i _me .  Mv

( - ( - .

H H :

H H :



mothe r ,  My r t l e  Corne l i a  [McDona td ] ,  was  a i so  f rom A ]abama ,

the  no r theas te rn  t i p  o f  A labama,  no r th  o f  Gadsden .  Bo th  o f

them were  ve ry  c lose  toge the r .

cc:  what  d id  they do here for  a  l iv ing? Dld they farm?

HH: He came here on ra i t road and then he farmed.  That  was what

he d id,  he farmed and had a smar l  da i ry .  when the Depress ion

h i t ,  he  worked  a t  t he .g in  and  d rove  a  schoor  bus  and  had

the  da i r y  j us t  t o  hang  on .

CC:  D id  you  have  any  s ib l i ngs?

HH:  r  have  a  s i s te r  t ha t ' s  t h ree  yea rs  younger  than  r  am and  r

had two brothers one e ight  years or-der  than r  am, one n ine

years  o lde r .  The  one  tha t , s  e igh t  yea rs  o i -de r  t han  r  am

passed  away  th i s  Ju l y .

CC: What  year  were you born?

HH:  1927 .

CC: 7921.  Where d id.  you go to  grade school?

HH:  To  Soco r ro  g rade  schoo l .

cc:  socorro grade school .  Great .  when you went  to  grade school

what  was the s tudent  body s ize,  how many students went? Did

a 1ot  o f  s tudents at tend year  round or  d id  they have to  take

t lme  o f f ,  e t c . ?

HH: we had three months of f  dur ing the summer.  r  imagine the

schoo ]  was  a round  300  peop le .  r  don ' t  know exac t r y ,  bu t  we

had  two  f i r s t s  and  two  seconds ,  a  th i r r t _  f n r r r l - h  f i f t h ,



C C :

H H :
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s i x th ,  a  seven th  when  r  s ta r ted .  They  ch inged  the  e igh th

grade system when r  was in  about  the s ix th grade.  Each of

them had  a round  3O s tuden ts .

were  mos t  o f  t he  s tuden ts  o f  an  ag r i cu l t u raL  backg round?

Yes .

Where d id you go to  h lgh school?

To  Ys le ta  h igh  schoo l

Aga in ,  some o f  t he  same ques t i ons .  L l ke  soco r ro ,  wha t  was /

i f  you  can  remember ,  t he  app rox ima te  s i ze  and  . . . ?

HH:  Oh ,  [ chuck le ]  i t ' s  a  guess ,  bu t  I  imag ine  tha t  t he  schoo l

had  abou t  ?00  i n  ys le ta  h igh .  you  cou rd  f i nd  tha t  ou t  by

reco rds -  My  g radua t ing  c lass  was  abou t  g5 .  r  g radua ted  i n

1944 .

cc :  And  aga in ,  were  a  l o t  o f  t hese  s tuden ts  a l so  o f  an

H H :

H H :

agr icu l tura l  background?

They were very var ied,  a  lo t  o f  them were

tha t  t ime  Ys le ta  took  i n  a l l  t he  way  f rom

Acres,  do you know where that  is?

No ,  f  don ' t .

f r om E l  Paso .

ou t  a t  Sunr i se

r t ' s  ou t  on  the  ca r rsbad .  .  .  no t  t he  ca r rsbad  h ighway ,  t he

A lamogordo  h ighway .  r t  was  the  on ry  h igh  schoo l  ou ts ide  o f

the El -  Paso c i ty  l - imi ts  and so i t  took a l l -  the way f rom

soco r ro  ou t  t he re .  soco r ro  wasn ' t  i n  t he  d i s t r i c t ,  bu t

soco r ro  d idn ' t  have  a  h igh  schoo l  so  we  wen t  t he re .  san
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El - i za r i o  wen t  t he re .  A t  t imes  c l i n t  wen t  t he re  bu t  t hey  had

thei r  own h igh school

A  Lo t  o f  s tuden ts  were  t rave l i ng  a  d i s tance  to  qe t  t o

schoo l .

Umm hmm.

What  d id  young  peop le  do  soc ia l l y  i n  t h i s  a rea?

you do for  fun when you were a teenager?

We swam in the dra in d i tches [chuckle]  and went  to  movies

and  rode  b i cyc les r  w€  d id  a  l o t  o f  b i cyc l l ng .  Some o f  t hem

had  ho rses .  we  d id  a  l o t  o f  v i s i t i ng  a t  t ha t  t lme .

D id  a  l o t  o f  peop le  go  to  E l  paso ,  l i ke  on  the  weekends?

oh  yes .  we  d id  a  l - o t  o f  wo rk  too .  we  had  the  co t ton .

Tha t  t i es  i n to  my  nex t  ques t i on .  A t  t h l s  t ime  d id  a  ro t  o f

young  peop le  ass i s t  t he i r  f am i l i es  w i th  the  fam i l v  work?

On the  fa rmsr  !€s .

wha t  e f fec t  d id  the  Grea t  Depress ion  have  on  th i s  a rea?

f t  was  ve ry  dep ressed ,  bu t  peop le  seemed  to  ge t  a long  p re t t y

wel - l .  My dad had to work awfu l ly  hard.  He bought  the farm

and then cot ton went  f ive cents a pound.  so he had a very,

very tough t lme hold ing on to  the farm.  But  by having a

l i t t re  dai ry  and doing the th ings r  ment ioned before hand,

he  he ]d  on  t o  i t .  He  s ta r t ed  ge t t i ng  be t t e r . . .  t h i ngs

s ta r ted  ge t t i ng  be t te r  abou t  Lg36  and  37  they  s ta r ted

ge t t i ng  a  ho rd  o f  t h ings ,  bu t  i t  was  ve ry  d i f f i cu r t .  us

What  d id

(-(- .

H H :

HH

HH



k ids r  w€  d idn ' t  know any th ing .  we  l chuck le ]  had  a  good

t lme .  A  l o t  o f  t imes  ou r  d ie t  was  p re t t y  r lm i ted .  we  had

beans and b lack eyed peas and sweet  potatoes and we arways

ra ised some hogs and carves "  we d id our  own butcher inq and

s tu f f .

cc :  r  read  somewhere  tha t  E l  paso ,  w i th in  the  c i t y  1 im i t s ,  l os t

6 ,000  peopre  du r ing  the  Grea t  Depress ion .  D id  you  no t i ce

soco r ro  ros ing  peopre  o r  d id  i t  r ea r l y  s tay  the  same?

HH: socorro was just  a  smal- l  communl ty  and as far  as r  could

te l l  i t  s tayed.  you know, r  was very smal_ l  then so r

coul -dn ' t  g ive you too good an answer on that  one,  but  the

same peop le  seemed  to  s tay  i n  t he  schoo ls .  we  had  a  s tab le

amount  of  people.

cc :  rn i t i a l l y ,  r 'm  go ing  to  ask  abou t  t he  ea r l i e r  poo r  f a rm

before the ccc came.  Do you recal l  anyth ing about  the poor

fa rm j_n  the  1930 ' s ,  t r ans ien ts  o r  any th ing?

HH:  Oh  yes .  They  wou ld  come and  v i s i t .  One  o f  t hem

par t i cu la r l y ,  he  was  a  good  f r i end .  He  l i ked  k ids  and  he

woul-d come over  and v is i t .  r  remember h im very,  very wel l .

r  don ' t  r emember  any  o f  t he i r  names  bu t  h i s .  we  ca l l ed  h im

Arch.  His  name was Archibald and he shaved h is  head and we

r i ked  to  see  h im  come.  He ,d  come and  have  d inne r  w i th  us

every once in  a whi le  .  There was severa l  that  woul_d come

around and v is i t .  They woul_d wal_k a lo t  and we wourd see



t hem.  Peop le  d idn ' t  have  ca rs  and  a l l  a t ' t ha t  t ime ,  r i ke  we

have now. He'd come around.  ! ' ]e  de l ivered mi lk  to  the poor

fa rm.  Dad  had  a  con t rac t  t o  de l i ve r  m i l k  and  we 'd  take  the

mi l k  ove r  and  pu t  i t  i n  b ig  f l a t  pans .  They  were  abou t  f ou r

feet  wide three or  four  inches deep and then they 'd sk im the

mi l k  and  make  bu t te r  and  se rve  the  sk im  m i l k .  Mrs .  o ' shea

was  runn ing r  i t .

cc :  so these were the peopl -e on the poor  farm,  the t ransrent

fa rm a t  t h i s  t ime ,  t ha t  wou ld  do  th i s  w i th  the  m i l k?

H H  '  Y O C

CC: Was Arch an adu] t  or  a

HH:  Oh  no ,  he  was  an  adu l t .

remember.

ch i l d?

He was probably  in  h is  s j_xt ies as I

H H :

H H :

CC:  Was  he  f r om he re  o r  d i d  he . . . ?

I  have  no  i dea  l chuck le ]

No  idea .  I chuck leJ

i lm tark ing about  when r  was probably  seven or  e ight  years

o ld .

CC:  I  know you  sa id  tha t  you  had  con tac t  w i th  [ t he  t rans ien ts l .

D id  a  l o t  o f  f am i l - i es  he re  have  con tac t  w i th  the  t rans ien ts?

HH:  oh ,  qu i te  a  few  o f  t hem d id .  They  weren ,  t  t r ans ien ts  as  you

wou ld  l - ook  a t  mos t  t rans ien ts  today .  They  were r  ds  r

r emember ,  we re  p re t t y . . . t hey  we re  j us t  peop re  who  we re

rea l l y  down  on  the i r  ruck  o r  o l -d  and  cou rdn r t  wo rk .  A l l  o f



them that f remember were

Iwe11 ]  kep t .  M rs .  O 'Shea

c1ean.  They were pret ty  c l_ean and

woul-dn ' t  have stood for  anyth ing

o the r  t han  tha t .

cc :  You ' re  l ead ing  me  in to  a l r  my  nex t  ques t i ons  ve ry  n l ce ry .  r

hras going to  ask about  the f i rs t  par t  o f  the Greac

Depress ion .  was  the re  a  s t i gma  a t tached  to  these

l t rans ien ts l?  r  t h ink  y .ou  p re t t y  much  c ra r i f i ed  th i s  r i qh t

t he re .  So  no?

HI { '  l r l n  nn l -  +11V/  r r . , L  cha t  r  knew o f .  AS  r  Sa ld  r  was  young /  bu t  peop le

associated wi th  them and would have them in the i r  homes and

th ings  t i ke  tha t .  r  r emember  the  t ra ins  be ing  j us t  l oaded

wl th people.  !0e had no rocks on the houses at  that  t ime and

never  missed anyth ing.  They were hungry we would come to the

door .  The re  used  to  be  a  pass ing  t rack  ou t  he re  where  the

t ra in  would s top.  They 'd come to the door  and i f  we had

any th lng  to  feed  them we ,d  re t  t hem have  someth ing  to  ea t .

Bu t  t hey  were  j us t  no rma l  peop le ,  t hey  weren ,  t  peop le  tha t

lwan ted  to  ha rm any th ing  o r  anyone) ,  t hey  j us t  d idn , t  have

anyth ing-  They were t ry ing to  go somewhere where they could

f l nd  work .  usua r - l y  t o  ca r i f o rn ia .  r  remember  they ,d  be  on

the tops of  the t ra lns,  and on the open box cars and th ings

l - ike that .  peopre now have no v is ion of  what  happened then.

un less  they  l i ved  i n  t ha t  t ime  i t ' s  ha rd  fo r  t hem co

imagine-  And they were good people they just  had no wav of



l i v i ng .  They  were  seek ing  ways

CC:  Were  t he  f ac l l i t i e s  a t  t he  R io

wha t  t hey  were  l i ke?  Were  they

^

to  make  a  l i v i ng .

V i s ta  cen te r . . . do  you  reca l l

ve ry  n i ce  o r  d id  they  seem

HH: For  that  t ime they seemed very comfor tabre enough.  They were

much bet ter  than what  we had about  that  t ime.  r t  was br ick

bui rd ing and the rooms as r  remember were very c lean.  They

had  a  b ig  s i t t i ng  room tha t  was  k ind  o f  r i ke  a  ho te r_  l obby

a t  t he  f ron t  o f  i t ,  no t  f ancy  bu t  ve ry  n i ce .  To  us  i t  was

n ice  because  we  had  ve ry  r l t t r e .  we  l i ved  i n  a  th ree  room

house  w i t h  ou t s l de  f ac i r i t i e s  and  a l r  a t  t ha t  t ime .

I chuck re ]  They  had  i ndoor  fac i l i t i es  and  th ings  o f  t ha t

naE,ure.

HH:  No t  t ha t  r  know o f .  r  don ' t  know.  r ,m  su re  tha t  some o f  t hem

did for  whatever  reason,  to  c ] -ean yard.s  or  whatever .  Thev

cou ld  l have ] ,  bu t  I  don , t  know f i r s thand .

CC:  Do  you  reca l l  t he  f l ood  o f  1935?

HH:  on l y  by  wha t  t hey  sa ld .  r t  d i dn ' t  a f f ec t  t h i s  a rea .  The

f l ood  o f  . 35  ma in l y  a f fec ted  the  Fabens  a rea .

CC:  Okay .

HH:  A round  Fabens  where  the  r i ve r . . . be fo re  the  l evees  were  bu i l t

and  a I I .  Bu t  i t  r ea l l y  d i dn , t  a f f ec t  us .

cc :  Do  you  reca l I  t he  ccc /  t he  c i v i r i an  conse rva t i on  co rps?

cc :  ve ry  i n te res t i ng -  D id  any  o f  t hem work  ou t  i n  t he  commun i t v?



HH:

CC:

Yes .  .  .  yes .

From what  you can recar l ,  about  what  t ime might  have been

in  t h i s  a rea?

we l r ,  i t  was  p robab l y  1n  ' 36 . . . 35 , ' 36 .  My  b ro the r  and  r ,  we

hoed cot ton wi th  [a  young man who jo ined]  the ccc and r

remember h im coming back and te l r ing us ar l  about  the

t ra in ing and everyth ing they gave them.

Oh ,  nea t .

r t  was  s im i l a r  t o  be ing  i n  t he  a rmy  f rom wha t  t hey  to rd  us .

They were d isc ip l ined and they worked.  r  just  remember them

te l l i ng  me  tha t .

wha t  t ype  o f  peop le  were  i n  t he  ccc?  were  they  ma les .  .  .  ?

r  don ' t  know  bu t  you  cou ld  pu t  i t . . . r t  was  mos t l y  young

[men ] ,  r  quess  i n  t he i r  twen t i es  l o r  ] -a te  teens l ,  who  had  no

H H :

HH:

placer  oo way to  make a r iv ing and that  was a way to  cope

and  make  a  r i v i ng .  They  go t  some good  t ra in ing .  r  t h ink  tha t

i t  was  good  fo r  mos t  o f  t hem.

CC: How were they perceived by the communi ty? Do you remember?

HH:  f  don ' t  r ea l l y  know .  l chuck le ]  They  we re  j us t  peop le .

cc :  [ chuck le ]  They  were  j us t  t he re .  D id  they  work  on  any  r i ve r

work or  so i l  eros ion or  anyth lng here in  th is  communi ty?

HH:  They  d id  a  l o t  o f  b r i dge  work  and  s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .  B r i dges

and  cu l ve r t s  and  th ings  o f  t ha t  na tu re .  r  was  t r y ing  to

th ink  o f  o the r  t h ings  tha t  t hey  d id .  r  remember  thev  r r sec t  f n



H H :

t rap gophers on the canal  banks.  There useid to  be a lo t  o f

gophers and they woul -d come out  and send up a crew to t rap

gophers  so  tha t  t he  wa te r  wou l -dn ' t  r i se  up  the  canar  banks .

So  was  the re  a  gopher  p rob lem? [ l augh ing ]

I laughing]  Yes,  anyt ime you have d i tches you have a gopher

p rob lem.

Do  you  reca . l - l  Agnes  O 'Shea?  Or  j us t  by  repu ta t i on?

No ,  r  reca l r  he r .  r  was  sma l l -  bu t  she  was  a  ve ry  n i ce  l ady .

she arways ta l -ked to  me and she was over  there near l -v  a l l -

the t ime when we woul_d br ing over  mi lk .

Te] l  her  about  that  rec ipe she qrave us.

we  s t i l l  use  the  rec ipe  tha t  she  had  fo r  a r l  o f  t he  peop le

over  there and we a lways have i t  on Thanksgiv ing and

(- (-

HH

LH

HH

Chr i s tmas .  I t ' s  c ranbe r r y  sa lad .  I t  has . . . how  i s  i t ?

a cup of  pecans,  a  cup of  oranqes,  a  cup of  bananas,  a

of  apples,  a  cup of  cranberr i_es cut  up and i ts  a l_ l  in

T t -  l . ^ ^

^ l  l hv srl

Je l l -

LH

HH

HH

And a cup of  sugar .

And  a  cup  o f  suga r . . i n  Je r l - o  and  i t ' s  ve r y ,  ve r y  good .  we

look  fo rward  to  hav i -nq  i t ,  i t r s  ve ry  good .

We l l  you '11  have  i t  on  Thursdav  then .

Yes ,  even  i n  ca l i f o rn ia .  My  daugh te r  makes  i t  and  tha t ' s

where  we  a re  go ing .

were  the re  a  l o t  o f  ch i l d ren  a t  R io  v i s ta  du r ing  the  1930s?C C



L H :

H H :

H H :

H H : No,  1 t  was  t he  l a te  ' 30s .  And  t hey  we ren ' t  ch i r d ren ,  as  r

reca r l  -  Mos t  o f  t hem were  young ,  maybe  fou r teen ,  f i f t een

years  o rd .  someth lng  l i ke  tha t ,  no t  rea l  young .  r  cou rd  be

wrong  bu t  t ha t ' s  a l - l  r  r eco l l ec t .  i  kne r  one  o f  t hem tha t

was ra ised there and he went  on to  work of  the exper iment

s ta t i on  ove r  he re .  He  passed  away  a  few  yea rs  ago .  He  spenr

h i - s  l i f e  work ing  fo r  t he  expe r imen t  s ta t i on ,  wh ich  i s  t he

o rd  poo r  fa rm bu t  i t  was  tu rned  i n to  the  expe r imen t  s ta t i on .

I 'm  t r y i ng  t o  t h i nk  o f  h i s  name .

PIuto

No,  but  Frank,  Frank

Frank Hernandez?

Everyone caI led h im

was  F rank  Hernandez .

Hernandez .

P lu to  ,  [ h i s  n i ckname] ,  bu t  h i s  name

cc :  oh  tha t ' s  very  in te res t ing  because he ,s  quoted  in  the

L H :

Reg is te r

we  knew  h im  ve ry  we l ] .  He  knew  more  abou t  t he . . . r  don ' t  know

whether  you 'd ca l l  i t  an orphanage.  But  he knew more about

i t  than anybody that  I  know of .

I sn ' t  he  you r  age?  Wasn ' t  he  you r  age?

Approx imate ly .

He  quo tes  i n  t he  Reg is te r  app l i ca t i on  tha t  He len  o ,  shea

Ke lehe r  was  l i ke  a  second  mo the r  t o  h im .  F rom wha t  vou

reca l l  was  t ha f  f hc  f  r r no  n f  r e l a t i onsh ip  t ha t  she  had . . . ?

11

L H :

H H :

C C :



HH:  she  had  a  ve ry  good . . . she  l ooked  a f t e r  : t  
-mo re  

and  Mrs .  o ,

shea  rooked  a f te r  t he  poo r  fa rm un t i l  she  go t  rea l  e rde r l y

and  t hen  He ren  t ook  ove r  a r l  o f  i t .  Tha t ' s  t he  wav  r

remember.

l l a l  o n  f  r r i  n ar r s rE r r ,  uv r r rg  [he r ]  i n  w i th  F rank ,  f rom wha t  you  cou ld  te l l ,

d ld  she  L rave  a  good  re la t i onsh lp  w i th  a  l o t  o f  t he  k ids?

Yes ,  I  t h lnk  they  were -

lone  o f ]  t hem wen t  t o  co l rege ,  remember?  He  go t  h i s  co l ]ese

degree  and  he  was  ra i sed  ove r  t he re .

I  imag ine  so .

H H :

L H :

H H :

L H :

H H :

L H :

H H :

La te r  a  doc to r .  [He  became  a  D .V .M .  as

She .  .  .  s t ressed  on  then  to  do  the  bes t

Was h is  name Graham?

f  r E \ - c l J - I .  I

that  they coul_d.

Yes ,  I  t h ink  tha t  was  h l s  name.

CC:  r 'm  ve ry  i n te res ted  tha t  you  knew F rank  because  I ' ve  read  a

lot  o f  th ings that  he wrote because he was in terv iewed.  about

6  yea rs  ago .

HH:  Tha t  was  sho r t l y  be fo re  he  d ied .

cc :  They  no ted  tha t  he  wasn ' t  i n  good  hea l th  a t  t ha t  t ime .  you

ment ioned that  there were more ch i ldren,  or  teenag,ers as you

sa id ,  1n  t he  l a te  . 30s .  f s  t ha t  t he  r i gh t  t ime?

HH:  The  bes t  t ha t  r  can  remember  i t  wou l -d  be  i n  t he  l a te  .30s .

They were where the ccc camp lhad been]  That  was af ter  the

cc  had  re f t  and  t ha t  had  t o  be  i n  t he  l a te r  ' 30s .

I2



HH

HH

HH

Okay .

And the poor  farm was on the other  s ide

The poor  farm,  when you say that ,  does

to  adu l t s?

Adu l t s r  ! €S .  Tha t ' s  t he  way  I

W i th  the  poo r  fa rm,  were  they

midd le  aqed  o r .  .  .  ?

a lways  unders tood  i t .

e lde r l y  peop le  o r  were  they

o f  t he  road .

tha t  no rma l l y  re fe r

C C

The  ones  tha t  r  remember  were  e tde r l y .  No t  rea l  o ld  bu t  pas t

the real  product ive s tage,  the ones that  I  remember.

The ch i rdren who were wi th  Heren,  what  were they r ike

genera l  1y?

You know, r  d idn ' t  have that  much contact  wi th  them. r  th ink

that  they were k ids who d idn ' t  have a famiry  or  maybe the

fami l i es  cou fdn ' t  t ake  ca re  o f  t hem.  r  knew seve ra l  o f  t hem

and  a l l  bu t  I  d idn ,  t  know them ve ry  we l l .

D id  peop le . . . k i ds  f rom the  commun j - t y ,  o r  t eenagers  f rom the

communi ty ,  g .o over  to  Rio Vis ta to  p lay?

Not  that  f  know of .  More l ike ly  they came away to

fac i i - i t i e s  a t  t he  schoo l s  and  a l r .  Bu t  r  can ' t  say  t ha t .  r

don ' t  remember much about  i t

D id the ch i ldren go to  your school  when you were at tendinq

schoo l?

r  don ' t  r eca l l .  r  r ea l - l y  don ' t .  Bu t  t ha t  was  t he  on l y  schoo l

so  they  mus t  have .

HH



HH

HH

wi th  R io  v i s ta  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  was  the re  a  ro t  o f  cove raqe

abou t  i t ?  Maybe  in  the  p ress?  was  i t  w ide ry  known  th roughou t

the communi ty  about  Rio Vis ta?

r t  was -  Bu t  r  don ' t  know abou t  t he  p ress  cove r inq  i t  much .

f t  was  j us t  one  o f  t hose  th ings  tha t  was  he re .

Ty ing  to  the  ea r l i e r  ques t i on  r  asked  abou t  t he  t rans ien ts ,

was  the re  a  s t i gma  a t tached  to  the  ch i l d ren?  cou rd  you  te r l ?

Did people a lways k ind of  look at  them and th ink, , ,  Oh

they ' re  fo rm the  poo r  fo rm" r  o r  " t hey r  re  fo rm R io  v i s ta? , ,

No ,  r  can ' t  r emember  tha t .  As  r  sa id  they  were  o r_de r .  r

don ' t  remember any smal l  ch l ldren at  a l I .

wha t ,  a t  t h i s  po in t  i n  t he  ra te  r3os ,  d id  you  ca r l  R io

V i s ta?

HH: The poor  farm.  They ca l led where the young people

we re ,  t hey ' d  ca l l  i t  t he  R io  V i s ta  Cen te r .  I  don ' t

rememDer. But  they ca l l -ed the poor  farm the poor  farm.  This

was Poor  Farm Road for  a  long t ime.

CC:  Okay ,  good .  So  you  ca l l ed  where  the  teenagers  were

d i f f e ren t l y  t han . . . ?

HH:  Yes ,  some k ind  o f  camp.  r  don ' t  r emember  exac t l y .  The re  was

a  d i f f e ren t i a l  be tween  i t  and  the  poo r  fa rm,  bu t  f  don , t

reca l - l  exac t l y .  F rank  may  have ,  i n  some o f  h i s  w r i f  i n r rq -

to ld  you  wha t  i t  was  ca l l ed .

cc :  D id  a  ro t  o f  t eenagers  f rom R io  v i s ta  s tay  a f te r  t hey  were
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qrown  up ,  do  you  know?  Or  d id  they  l eave? '

HH:  The re  was  a  few  tha t  s tayed  and  wen t  t o  schoo l  bu t  r  don ' t

H H :

remember a 1ot  o f  them.

Did they do any work out  in  the communi ty  or  out  in  the

co t ton  f i e lds  o r  any th ing?

I  don ' t  r eca l l .

And  aga in ,  k ind  o f  wha t  r  was  ask ing  abou t  ea r l i e r  l i n

rega rds  t o l  t he  m id ' 30s ;  i n  t he  t a te ' 30s ,  ea r l y  . 40s  was

the  R io  V i s ta  a rea  p re t t y?  was  i t  p leasan t?  where  the

H H :

ch i ld ren ,  where  the  teenagers  were?

HH:  r t  was  in  good repa i r  and ar r  a t  tha t  t ime.  r t  was  ius t

bar racks .  Now the  poor  fa rm par t  has  arways  been fa i r ry

a t t rac t i ve .  r t  had lawns and landscap ing .  But  the  cc  camp/

i t  was  a  g roup  o f  a  lo t . . . you 've  seen  i t  haven ' t  vou?

Y a q

wer r  imag ine  i t  i n  good  cond i t i on .  Tha t ' s  t he  way  i t  was .  r t

had  some t rees  and  a  pa t i o  and  tha t  was  abou t  a l l .

Now w i th  the  poo r  fa rm,  i s  t ha t  wha t  i s  now the  she r i f f ' s

Depar tment?

Tha t ' s  r i gh t .

Yeah,  those are very n i_ce bui_ ld ings.

Yes,  that  was the poor  farm.  There used to be a b ig wooden

house  r i gh t  ac ross  f r om the  o rd  she r i f f ' s  o f f i ces  t he re .

Tha t  was  t he  o ' shea  house  a t  t ha t  t ime .  r t  was  a  b i q  peaked

H H :

H H :

15



r oo f  house .  They  f i na l l y  bu i l t ,

whe re  t he  she r i f f ' s  o f f i ces  a re ,

the  o Id  house ,  where  the  pa rk lng

whe re  Mrs .  O 'Shea  t i ved  and  Mrs .

Was  He l -en  O 'Shea  Ke lehe r  w ide l - v

communi tv?

I  th ink t t ie  smal l  house

fo r  He len  O 'Shea  l a te r .  Bu t

l o t  i s ,  was  a  b i g  house

Ke lehe r  t oo .

known throughout the

HH

LH

HH

HH:

HH

I  t h ink  mos t  peop le  knew he r .

She  was  a  lmember ]  o f  t he  yse le ta  Women 's  C Iub .  She  was

ac t i ve .

Her  husband  was  a  shoe  sa lesman .  He  so ld  shoes .

r  read he was f rom san Antonio.  Did he move back wi th  her?

r  suppose so.  I  don ' t  know where they met  and i f  he moved

here but  r  know he d id do a lo t  o f  t raver ing.  He was pret ty

we l l -  o f f  .  He  d id  p re t t y  we l l -  f o r  a  sa lesman .

D id  you  go  to  co l l ege  o r  un i ve rs i t y?

I  went  r ight  in  one door  and out  the other .  [ laughs]  One

semes te r .  r  wen t  i n .  As  soon  as  r  was  1g  r  vo run tee red  fo r

the  navy .  r t  was  war t ime  so  I  j us t  had  one  semes te r  be fo re

was  18 .  f  neve r  d id  go  back  a f te r  t he  war .

r  [ am]  go ing  to  ask  you  abou t  wor ]d  war  r r  i n  t h i s  a rea .

when  wor ld  war  r r  h i t  we re  the re  any  a f fec ts  on  th i s  a rea?

Oh yes .  Eve ry th ing  was  ra t i oned  fo r  a  wh i l e .  Gas  was

ra t i oned .  we  a l l  had  d r i ves  to  ge t  a r l _  o f  t he  sc rap  me ta l .

dona ted  my  ca r  t o  a  sc rap  d r i ve .  l t aughs ]

(- (-

HH
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L H :

H H :

Stamps

Food  s tamps  and  gas  s tamps .  we  go t  a long  fa i r l y  wer l  bu t  you

had  t o  wa tch  wha t  you . . . you  had  so  much  gas .  wha t  was  i t ?

Th ree  o r  f ou r  ga l l ons  a  week  i f  you  d idn ' t  have  a  bus iness .

A farmer got  more s tamps for  h is  equipment  and stuf f  l ike

that .  But  r  th ink that  norma]  people had three or  four

ga l l ons  a  week .  The re  was  d i f f e ren t  t ypes .  The re  was  A

stamps and C stamps and stuf f  l ike that .

CC: And you served in  the war ,  you sa id?

HH:  Yes .  r  d i dn ' t  se r ve  l i n  comba t ] .  r  wen t  i n  on  Janua ry  o f  45

and  se rved  un t i r  Augus t  1946 .  r  was  on  a  sh ip  go ing  ove rseas

when the war  was over .  There was a b ig ce lebrat ion but  we

didn ' t  hard ly  know anyth ing about  i t  because we were on a

sh ip .  They  s ta r ted  dump ing  ( i t  was  a  merchan t  sh ip )

ammuni t ion overboard and so we knew that  i t  was over .  Brand

new ship that  was haur lng the ammuni t ion was dumping i t  o f f .

CC:  I  guess  they  d idn ' t  need  i t  an ) rmore .

HH:  They  d idn ' t  need  i t  an \ rmore .  They  d idn ' t  wan t  i t  on  tha t

sn rp .

D id  you  no t i ce  when ,  l e t ' s  say  the  peop le  who  were  a t  t he

poor  farm,  or  the teenagers that  you were ta lk ing about ,  d id

they  beg in  to  tape r  o f f?  Were  the re  fewer  j - n  t ime?

Yes ,  as  t imes  go t  be t te r .  r  don ' t  r emember  any th ing ,  a f te r

t he  wa r ,  be ing  t he re  a t  a l l .



HH

HH

t t

HH

L H :

H H :

H H :

Rea l  1y?

There  may  have ,  bu t  f  don ,L  remember  any th lng .

Do you recal l  anyth ing about  the bracero program?

[chuck le ]  Yeah ,  we  used  hundreds  o f  t hem.  No t  a t  one  t ime .

Eve ry  yea r  we  wou ld  have  to  ge t  t hem to  p i ck  ou r  co t ton .

Abou t  wha t  t ime  pe r iod  d id  tha t  beg in?  The  b race ro  p rog ram?

I  imag ine  i n  abou t  19 . . . p robab l y  abou t  L945  o r ' 50 .

f  know  i t  was  ' 50 .

Yeah ,  i n  f  50 .  Be fo re  t ha t  we  used . . . "weLs r r  we  ca r red  t hem.

They  were  i r l ega r  a l i ens  and  they  were  some o f  t he  bes t

co t ton  p i cke rs  we  had .  They 'd  j us t  come ove r /  p i ck  the

cot ton,  and go back home.  And then we had to have them and

go through the government .  Arr  to  get  the braceros.  The type

o f  worke rs  rea r l y  dec l i ned  i n  p roduc t i on .  when  i t  was  peop le

coming  ove r  he re  to  work  as  "we ts " ;  i t  wasn r t  uncommon to

have  a  400  pound  co t ton  p i cke r .  300  to  400 .  r  had  one  who

wourd  p i ck  500  pounds  a  day .  Bu t  a f te r  t he  b race ro  p rog ram

s ta r ted  r  neve r  saw tha t .  peopre  came ove r  he re  f rom a l l

ove r  Mex ico .  Bu t  a t  t he  t ime  o f  t he  f i r s t  co rd  spe l r -

sssheeww- they were gone.  we had to go f ind some more.

Be fo re  the  b race ros ,  were  a  ro t  o f  t he  Mex icans  who  came

over '  we re  they  j us t  f rom r i gh t  ove r  t he  r i ve r  i n  ch ihuahua?

No ,  mos t  o f . . . a  l o t  o f  t hem. . .wh i re  some  o f  t hem were  f r om

r ight  across the r iver ,  some of  them came f rom the cotcon
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produc inq  a reas  o f  Mex ico ,  De l i c i as  and  down  1n  the re .  And

tha t ' s  where  the  good  co t ton  p i cke rs  came f rom.  They  came

from many par ts  of  Mexico,  but  most  o f  them who came before

the bracero program were farmers and knew the farm.  This  is

my exper ience wi th  them. And they were very good-  most  of

them were  ve ry  good  worke rs .  once  i n  a  wh i l e  you 'd  have  some

tha t  weren ' t ,  bu t  mos t  o f  t hem were .

cc:  Do you remember what  happened to them af ter  the bracero

p rog ram s ta r ted?

HH: r  imaqine they were commingled in  wl th  them. The bracero

program got  so many over .  you were for tunate i f  you got  a

rea l  good  p i cke r .  r  won ' t  say  tha t  a l l  o f  t hem weren , t  good ,

the re  were  some good  p i cke rs .

Do  you  reca l l  i f  t hey  d id  any  work  w i th  the  b race ros ,  d id

they  p rocess  any  o f  t hem,  a t  R io  V i s ta?

Mos t  o f  i t  was  p rocessed ,  yeah ,  i n  t he  l -a te r  pa r t .  They

s tayed  a t  t he  R io  v i s ta .  [Tha t ]  was  one  o f  t he  kev  depo ts

where  they  wourd  b r i ng  the  b race ros  and  then  we 'd  go  geE

them. And a 1ot  o f  the ass ignment  work was done [by the El

Paso  Va l l ey l .  Th i s  was  a  depo t  f o r  t hem.  They 'd  b r i ng  the

buses  i n  and  we 'd  have  to  ge t  t hem the re .  And  then  l a te r  on

they  s ta r ted  you  had  to  go  ove r  t he re  to  ge t  t hem

l p rocessed ]  .  You  the  fa rmer  had  l -  n  . r . , )  ̂ \ r e r  anc i  oe j -  h i  q

pape rs  and  a l l .



LH

HH

And  then  you 'd  take  them back  the re

And  then  you 'd  take  them back .  Tha t , s  where  we  took  them

back  t o .

wha t  was  the  p rocedure  w l th  the  b race ros?  you  men t ioned  tha t

you had to get  them processed.  How woul -d you be ass igned a

worke r?

HH Yourd  have  to  pu t  i n  f q r  so  many

been  a  l ong  t ime  ago .  you 'd  have

cer t i fy  that  you had housing for

that  before you could get  them.

o f  t he  bes t .  Hmmmm. . . f  t t s

to  put  in  for  so many and

them and everyth ing l ike

HH:

How long would you normal ly  have them?

welL,  usual ly  dur ing the p ick ing season and at  some t imes we

coul -d keep some over  for  farm workers,  but  that  would be

few.  The  b race ros  wourd  be  used  mos t l y  f rom the  f i r s t  pa r t

of  september unt i r  we f in ished p ick ing,  depending on how

many  o f  t hem s tayed ,  un t i l  ch r i s tmas  o r  a f te r  ch r i s tmas .

were they most ly  temporary? Did some of  them, for  i_nstance,

who  were  a t  R io  v i s ta ,  s tay  the re  fo r  yea rs  o r  d id  they  go

some p lace  e l - se?

wel ] ,  when they 'd br ing over  a bunch you might  get  somebody

that  you gotr  lou know, that  had been over  a year  or  so

be fo re  bu t  no t  ve ry  o f ten .  They  wou l -d  t r y  t o  come back  to

you  i f  t hey  l i ked  you .  Bu t  t hey  d idn ' t  have  much  say  where

they  wen t .  They 'd  ge t  so  many  i n to  the  un i ted  s ta tes  and



r h a r r  m i a f u l  s e n d  s o m e  t o  L u b b o c k ,  s o m e  t o  h e r e ,  a n d  a I 1  o v e r .I  J V r r g  9 V l t t g

so  t hey  d i dn ' t  have . . .when  t he  b race ro  p rog ram s ta r t ed ,  as

fa r  as  te l l i ng  where  they  wan ted  to  go  they 'd  d idn ' t  have  a

whole lo t  o f  say.  Now when we selec ied them for  sunrmer work

somet imes they 'd come and work and you could ask for  them

and you courd get  them. o ld hands and stuf f  l - ike that .  They

d idn ' t  come ove r  i n  t he .  quan t i t l es  they  d id  fo r  t he  co t ton

p ick ing .  Co t ton  p i ck ing  took  a  1o t  o f  peop le .

cc:  what  was the i r  communi ty  percept ion? [How did]  you and some

of  the other  farmers v iew the braceros? were you happy wi th

f h e  n r n a r a m ?

HH r  was  happy  w i th  i t  i n  t ha t  was  a l r  we  had .  we  weren ' t

rea l ly  happy wi th  the program. of  course,  whenever  you gec

the government  in to anyth ing you lose your  opt ions pret ty

f as t  as  f a r  as  se lec t i on  s tu f f  l i ke  t ha t .  r t  was  a  good

program in that  we were able to  get  workers when we needed

them.  Now,  when  we  s ta r ted  us ing  mach ines . . . you  know the

ac res  I  f a rm now wou ld  have  taken  hundreds  o f  p i cke rs .  Now

(-(- -

H H :

C C :

H H :

t he  mach ine  does  i t  a I I .

Do you recal l  when the bracero program ended?

No ,  no t  p rec i se l y .

D id  i t  k i nd  o f  pe te r  ou t?  D id  i t  t h in  ou t?

r t  t ape red  o f f  because  the  mach ines  came in  and  we  d idn ' t

need  them.  And  they  wen t  t o  the  g reen  ca rds .  A  l o t  o f  t hem
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H H  '

HH

H H :
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LH

HH

go t  t he i r  g reen  ca rds .  Mos t  o f  t he  l abo re i s  we  use  now a re

c f  rAAn  na  r r l  q

Do you recal l -  when the poor  farm ended?

No ,  no t  exac t l y .

Wha t  i s  t he  R io  V i s ta  Cen te r  used  fo r  t oday?

Par t  o f  l t he  o rd  Poor  Fa rm]  i s  t he  she r i f f ' s  t ra in ing  and

they ' ve  moved  ou t .  The . soco r ro ' s  she r i f f ' s  t aken  ove r .

There used to be a county sher i f f  par t  on the poor  farm

s ide .  The re ' s  one  bu i l - d i ng  t ha t ' s  t he  soco r ro . . . soco r ro

cen te r  f o r  t he  e lde r l y .  Tha t ' s  where  they  se rve  the i r  mea l_s

and  a l l .

4 -H  used  to  be  the re .

They  [a ren ' t  t he re ]  anymore ,  r  t h ink .  Bu t  t hey  d id  use  i t  i n

ce r ta in  bu l l d ings .

4-H?

Our k lds would go up and have meet ings over  there.

Just  through the years,  d id  the poor  farm,  the Rio Vis ta

cen te r ;  wha teve r  i t  was ,  t he  t rans ien ts ,  t he  b race ros ,

e tc .  .  .  D id  i t  have  a  b ig  impac t  on  Soco r ro?

r  don ' t  t h ink  tha t  i t  d id .  r t  was  k ind  o f  a  separa te

communl ty .  The CCC and a l l ,  a l_ l  o f  the i r  food was prepared

ove r  the re  by  themserves .  They  wourd  ge t  ou t  and  peop le

woul -d see them and they were a par t  o f  i t ,  but  as far  as an

impac t  I  don ' t  cons ide r  t hem in  tha t  ve in .
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(- (- wi th  the  R io  v i s ta ,  wou ld  you  say  tha t  i f  was  an  i n teg ra ted

par t  o f  the communi ty  or  separate? r  th ink that  i lm ask inq

you  to  repea t  you rse l f  a  b i t .

I  I  d  say  tha t  i t  was  k ind  o f  = .p r . " f . .

How has ,  soco r ro  i t se l f ,  how has  the  commun i t y  i t se r f

changed  w i t h i n  t he  pas t  yea rs?  [ l aughs ]  f t f s  a  b road

ques t i on .

when r  was your  age or  much l ike your  age r  could go out  and

hun t  anywhe re .  we  had . . . p robab l y  i n  t he  who le . . .we r1 ,  i n

1961 we had about  i  60 s tudents in  socorro school  and that

was  1n  ' 61 .  rn  64  we  s ta r ted  the  h igh  schoo l .  r  wen t  o f f  t he

schoor  boa rd  i n  19  and  B0  and  we  had  4500 .  Now soco r ro  has

twenty-one or  twenty- two thousand students.

f t  used to  be a farming communi ty .

r t  was a l l  farms Now we' re surrounded by subdiv is ions.  Now-

LH:  You  cou ld  shoo t  a  .22  w i thou t  be ing  i n  t roub le .

I a11  l augh ]

HH: of  course Texas 20 over  here was a two l_ane road that

hand led  a l l  o f  t he  eas t  and  wes t  t ra f f i c .  l chuck le ]  r  was  a

school -boy patro l  over  there.  A l l  o f  the Greyhound busses

came by  and  a l l .  The re  was  p robab ly  no t  any  more  t ra f f i c  on

i t  t han  the re  i s  on  R io  v i s ta  he re .  Maybe  a  r i t t r e  more .

Have  the  t i es  to  E l_  paso ,  t he  l a rge r  c i t y ,  changred  a t  a l l ?

The nature-
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HH: At  one t ime people d id a lo t  o f  the i r  shopip ing in  the smal t

t own .  We had  a  l i t t l e  g roce ry  s to re  and  a I I  o f  t ha t .  I t  was

n:r t  ar  t -he people.  But  i t  got  to  where everyone went  to  EI

Paso .  A11  o f  t he  sma l l e r  t owns ,  Fabens  and  C l i n t ,  t hey

had . . .C l i n t  had  banks  and  equ ipmen t  s to res  and  a l l  when  I

L H :

can f l rs t  remember.

D rug  s to res .

Drug  s to res .  Now i t ' s  t he  qu i ck  shopp ing ,  t he  gas  s ta t i ons .

But  the banks and a lL are gone now. rn Fabens we st i l l  have

a  bank  and  o the r  p laces .  Bu t  I ook  a t  t hem and  see  the

bu j - l d ings .  The re  used  to  be  l i t t l e  s to res  a round  he re .  Over

tha t  way  was  a  s to re  and  th i s  way .  SmaI I  f am i l y  s to res .  you

could buy candy and beans on whatever  you wanted too.  I t

wasn ' t  any th ing  l i ke  today .  Eve ry th ing  was  c lose .  No t  a

whole lo t  o f  people f requented,  but  enough to make a l iv ing.

And everyone knew everyone then.  Way back.

There  wasn ' t  any  te lev i s ion .  We v i s i t ed  a  l o t  and  th ings

I i ke  t ha t .

How has cot ton farming here changed?

I t r s  changed  d rama t i ca l l y .  [ chuck le ]  I  s t a r t ed . . . , 47  was  my

f i r s t  c rop  so  th i s  i s  my  f i f t y - f i r s t  c rop .  When  I  s ta r ted

of f  farming i f  you had 200 acres you could make a good

I i v i ng .  I n  f ac t  i n  1952  co t ton  was  abou t  t he  same p r i ce  i t

i s  t odav .
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CC:  Wow!

HH:  o r  mo re ,  r ea l l y .  f r n  ] . 952  we  rece i ved  abou t  $1 .07  a  pound  f o r

I  nn r r  < t rp l€  (p ima  co t ton )  and  abou t  80  cen ts  pe r  pound  fo r

up land ,  o r  sho r t  s tap le .  P ima  i s  now a t  abou t  $1 .00 ,  sho r t

about  60 cents.  I  For  a longer  s t reak we were up in  cot ton

bu t  now i - t s  B0  cen ts .  so  we ' ve  had  to  ge t  l a rge r  and  more

ef f ic ient .  A rot  o f  the farming r  do now wourd have taken

l -ots  of  t ractors and lo ts  of  men to farm.  I t  would have been

a  ve ry  l a rge  fa rm a t  t ha t  t ime ,  bu t  i t  i sn , t  now.  One

hundred to two hundred acres you could have made a l iving on

in  ' 40 . . . a f t e r  t he  wa r .  you  cou ld  r easonab l y  buy  a  t r ac to r

at  that  t ime.  And labor  has gone f rom eighteen dol lars  a

week  to  s i x  do l l - a rs  an  hou r  p lus  a l l  o f  t he  soc ia l  secu r i t v

and everyth ing.

cc:  Ty ing in  wi th  th is ,  are there fewer farmers now than there

used  to  be?

HH:  oh  yes ,  y€s .  Eve rybody  used  to  be  fa rmers .  They  had  l i t t l e

farms.  I  farm many farms that  used to  be farmed by fami l ies

tha t  j us t  cou ldn ' t  make  i t  so  they  l eased  them to  me .  r

haven ' t  gone  ou t  and  l ooked  fo r  i t .  They  wan t  someone  to

fa rm i t  because  they  can  no t  a f fo rd  i t .  A  t rac to r  now,  j us t

a  good  s i ze  t rac to r ,  wou ld  cos t  anywhere  f rom 40  to  100

thousand  do l l - a rs .  Tha t  l i t t l e  t rac to r  ou t  t he re  tha t  my  dad

fa rmed  w i th ,  i t  s t i l l  r uns ,  cos t  abou t  r00  do r ra rs .  o f
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course,  the ones now do much more work dnd much bet ter  work.

But  you have to  have the vo lume to be able to  farm.  Cot ton

p icke rs ,  when  they  f i r s t  came ou t ,  cos t  abou t  j _6 ,000  do l l a rs

fo r  a  two  row .  wh ich  was  i n  i "96 r .  Now a  fou r  row ,  t he re ' s

not  many two rows l -e f t  because of  the inef f ic iency of  them,

bu t  you 'have  a  f ou r  r ow  now  runn ing  abou t  2o0 ,o0o  do l l a r s .

CC:  Th i s  t i es  i n to  wha t  you  j us t  sa id .  How has  the  env i ronmen ta j .

change r  o t  landscape,  changed? what  has been the b iggest

r - h : n  n a  ?

HH:  Lo t s  o f  houses .  I chuck le ]  Lo t s  o f  t r a f f i c .  f t ' s  qe t t i ng  ve ry

d i f f i cu l t  t o  f a rm in  th i s  a rea  because  ce r ta in  t imes  we  have

maybe a gr id lock in  t ra f f ic  and moving the machines is  qu i te

a  p rob rem.  we  have  l i gh ts  and  f  l ashe rs  and  a l r .  l g i e  can ,  t

] eave  equ ipmen t  o r  co t ton  ou t  away  f rom houses . l  They '11  se t

i t  on  f i r e  o r  s tea r  t he  ta rps .  r ' ve  had  seve ra l  t imes  where

theyrve t r ied to  set  the modules on f i re .  Do you know what

the modul_es are?

CC:  No

HH:  No?  l chuck le ]  I  d idn ' t  f i gu re .  The re ,s  a  bunch  o f  t hem ou t

the re .  They  a re  r i ke  a  huge  l oa f  o f  b read  tha t  we  compac t

about  seventeen bales in to and then a t ruck comes and p icks

i t  up .  We used  to  l oad  tha t  co t ton  on to  the  t ra i l e r  and  then

take  i t  t o  t he  g in .  The re  used  to  be  numerous  g ins  a r l  up

and  down  the  va l rey ,  p robab ly  abou t  twe rve .  Now the re ' s  two
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and  essen t i a l - l y  t he re ' s ' s  one  b i g  one .  t he re ' s  one  sma l l  one

tha t  hand les  a  sma l l  amoun t  i n  Fabens . .Fa rm ing ,  a l l  t ha t ' s

le f t  is  down towards Fabens and around there.  There 's  not

much  fa rm ing  i n  th i s  a rea .  I t ' s  go r r "  t o  houses .  tA t  t he

p r i ce  o f  l - and  i n  th i s  a rea /  f o r  subd iv i s ion  s i t es ,  i t  wou ld

be impossib le  to  buy land now and pay for  i t  by farming i t .

Proceeds f rom farming would not  pay the in terest  payments.  l

CC: :  Do you th ink the communi ty  now,  the young people now,  do you

th ink that  they know what  Rio Vis ta used to be?

HH: Very few of  them. I  would th ink that .
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