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f n te rv iew  w i th  James  F rank l i n  Scher r  by  Je f f  Schu lze

November  3 ,  1998

r  though t  we 'd  t r y  t o  ge t  some backg rounc l  i n fo rma t ion

You ' re  a  t h i r d  gene ra t i on  E l  pasoan ,  i s  t ha t  co r rec t?

R igh t

You  g radua ted  f rom Coronado  H iqh  Schoo l?

f  see  you ' ve  oone  some resea rch  on  me

Y e a h ,  I  d i d  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  r e a t l i  n o  r l n

w h a t  y e a r ?

And that  was

791 7

v A d y And  where  d id  you  ge t  you r  underq radua te  deg ree?

f  wen t  t c  Un ive rs : - : y  o f  Texas

A f  A r r  q ' 1 - A n d  w h a - -  a b o u i  f a w  s c h o o l ?



J F S : l J n i r r o r q i j _ r ;  a F Hous ton .

. IMS: What  yea r  was  i t t ha t  you  began p rac t i c i ng  l aw?

JFS 797  6 .  Janua ry the  th i r t een th

JMS And how o ld  were

y o u ?

you? You were p re t t y  young ,  weren '  t

JFS I  was  22 .  Do  you  wan t  me  to  g i ve  you  some backg round?

.IMS Sure ,  wha teve r  you rd  l i ke  t o  add .

JFS r  was  bo rn  and  ra i sed  i n  E r  paso ,  my  mom was  bo rn  and

ra i sed  he re .  Mv  o ranc lmo f  ho r  was  One  o f  t he  f i rS t

g radua t ing  c lasses  f rom E l  paso  H igh .  Her  fa the r  came

f rom Lou is iana -  she  was  bo rn  i n  .Sh rc r ronn lg -  bu t  he  was

here  and  he  se t  up  a  l i t t l e  s to re  on  ove r land  s t ree t -

where  s ta r  wes te rn  wear  i s .  He  was  a  merchan t  down

the re .  He  l i ved  up  i n  Sunse t  He igh t s ,  up  t he re  i n  t he

o ld  homes ,  up  on  Upson .  I  wasn , t  bo rn  and  ra i sed  a t

tha t  t ime-  tha t ' s  when  my  g randmothe r  was  a  ch i l d .  so  r

g rew  up  he re  i n  E l  paso .

,-I-IYIS : So a f te r  you r  co l l eqe  educa t i on  was more  o r  l ess



J F S :

you r  i n t en t i on  t o  r e tu rn  t o  E l  paso  and  s ra r r

^ r - ^ # . i  ^ ;  * ^  l  - - - ^I J r a c r r c l n g  - L a w ?

r t  was  rea l  i n te res t rng .  when  r  wen t  away  f rom h iqh

schoo l  f  d i dn , t  wan t  t o  come  back  t o  E l  paso .  I

t hough t ,  \we l l  r  wan t  new ho r i zons ,  r  wan t  a  who le  new

wor ld r '  and  r  wan t  t o  see  wha t  t he  wor l -d  has  to  o f fe r ,

and  r  wen t  down  to  the  un i ve rs i t y  o f  Texas  a t  Aus t i n .  r

go t  mar r i ed  my  f i r s t  semes te r  i n  r . aw  schoor  ,  o r  i n

co l l ege  ac tua l l - y .  And  when  r  was  the re  r  f ound  r  was

rea l l y  a  l o t  more  secu re  1n  my  roo ts .  My  daugh te r  was

born ,  Rhae lynne ,  my  f i r s t  yea r  o f  co l l ege .  And  I  ended

up  wo rk i ng ,  go ing  t o  co l l ege ,  f i n i sh i ng  co l l ege  i n  two

years ,  t hen  r  wen t  t o  l aw  schoo l ,  f i n i shed  i t  i n  two

years .  r  t ook  the  ba r  exam be fo re  r  f i n i shed  l aw

S C h o O l  .  f  w a s  : l  q n  u r o r k ' i  n n  w h i f g  f  w a S  g O i n g  t O  l a w

schoo l  because  f  needed  to  suppor t  myse l f  and  my

fami l y .  When  f  s ta r ted  p rac t i c i ng  l aw  f  was  the

younges t  l awyer  i n  t he  s ta te  o f  Te ;<as  a t  t he  L ime .  And

r  dec ided  to  come back  to  E l  paso .  r  had  worked  w i th

some l -aw  f i - rms  i n  Hous ton .  AL  the  t ime  i t  was  ca l l ed

Fu l l b r i gh t  and  c rooke .  The re  was  an  a t to rney  the re  by

the  name o f  Jaworsk i  who  had  worked  fo r  t he  p res i , l en t

o f  t he  un i ted  s ta tes ,  R icha rd  N ixon .  De fended  h i_m a t

lVa te rga te .  I t  was  de f i n i t e l y  no t  my  i dea  ( l aughs )  .  I
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d e c i d e d  t h a t  a i n t  t  t h e  p l a c e  f o r  m e r  s o  f  c a m e  h o m e ,

l - " ' - ^  -  ^ L  I  -  - l  a  n n o n o r l  m \ /  n r " r n  a F F l  a n  - . 1  - i  ,I l u l l g  d  S n l - n g _ L e  I  v y  v , , r r  v ! ! l v s ,  - - d n t  t  h a V e  a

s i n o l  e  r : l  i e n f  -  a n d  t r i e d  t o  f  j  r r r r r o  n r r i -  h ru l r r y l v  u r r s r r L ,  a n O  t f 1 e O  f O  _ . . J W  t O  p f a c t i c e

l a w .

So once  you  go t  he re  you  s ta r ted  you r  own  f i rm?

Yeah .  we l l ,  r  s t a r t ed  my  own  p rac t i ce .  r  d i dn ' t  have  a

f i rm  ( l aughs ) .

so would you say that  your  exper iences work i -nq back i r :

Hous ton  rea l l y  made  up  you r  m ind  t o  go  i n to  p l a i n t i f f ' s

wo rk?

No ,  because  when  f  came to  E l  paso  I

es ta te  a t t o rney .

was  a  t ax / reaL

okay .  And  wha t  l ed  you  i n to  do ing  p l a i n t i f f ' s  wo rk?

we l l ,  r  go t  i nvo l ved  i n  po l i t i c s  he re  i n  E l  paso .  And  r

s ta r ted  mee t ing  a  1o t  o f  peopre .  r  ca l l ed  on  somebody

by  the  name o f  La lo  co ra r .  La ro ,  who  ra te r  became my

inves t i ga to r ,  t o l d  me  r  r ea l l y  shou ld  l ea rn  how  to  he lp

take  ca re  o f  peop le  and  rep resen t  peop le .  They  need

somebody . . . t ha t  peop le  needed  somebodv  l i ke  me  who ,s



young ,  agg ress i ve ,  rea l l - y  b r i gh t ,  f r om the

es tab l i shmen t r  so  t o  speak ,  t o  s t and  up  f o r  t he  r i gh t s

o f  t he  peop le .  Tha t  wou ld  have  made  a  ve rv  qood

n r r ^ f  - i  ^ ^  T  . .p rde  L rue .  . '  was  l i ke  ' r  t l on ' t  know  no th l ng  abou t  t h i s .

r  don ' t  unde rs tand  t h i s ,  bu t  i t  sounds  ve rv  qood . ,  La lo

says ,  \We l J - ,  f  , l l  t ake  you  by  t he  hand  and  t each  you .  l

know worke rs '  comp. /  La l -o  had  worked  a t  ASARCo.  He  had

fa l l - en  o f f  t he  sme l t e r ,  t he  smoke  s tack .  He ,d  f a l l en

o f f  t he  smoke  s tack  and  had  b roken  h i s  back ,  and  l i ved

to  te l l  abou t  i t .  He  had  hand led  h i s  own  worke rs ,  comp

case .  so  he  s ta r ted  he lp ing  f r i ends  o f  h i s  a t  ASARCO,

and  he  sa id  ' r  can  t each  you  how  to  do  i t . ,  we  h i t  i t

o f f ,  we  were  bes t  budd ies ,  so  r  s ta r ted  do inq  worke rs ,

Comp w i th  h im .

so you were t ra inec l  in  workers '  comp by someone wi th  no

lega l  educa t i on?

None  wha tsoeve r .

r  guess  i ' d  l i ke  t o  ask  you  a  coup le  o f  gues t i ons  abou t

j / ou r  po i - i t i ca l  ca ree r  s ince  you  k ind  o f  en te rec  i t

p re t t y  ea r l y -  r  quess  r  was  wonder ing r  i f  t he re  was  any

spec i f i c  even t  o r  any th i ng  rn  pa r t i cu ra r  t ha t  r ea l J_y

spa rked  you r  i n t e res t  i n  po l i t i c s ,  o r  encou raqed  you  t o



J F S :

ge t  i n t o  po l_ i t i c s -  espec ia l l y  a t  such  a  young  age .

r  was  a  gove rnmen t  ma jo r  a t  un i ve rs i t y  o f  Texas  a t

Aus t i n .  r  was  a lways  i n te res teo  i n  gove rnmen t .  r  guess

T  was  k ind  o f  a  fo r rower  o f  t he  Bea t les .  you  know,  r

remember  Revo lu t i on  #9 .  r  go t  i n to  some o f  t he  concep ts

o f  f r eedom,  t he  concep t  o f  l i v i ng  i n  a  pe r f ec t  wo r l d ,

the  concep t  o f  u top ia ,  and  the  i dea  tha t  as  humans  we

cou ] -d  do  be t te r  i n  ou r  wor ld  and  tha t  we  cou rd  make  a

u top ia  ex i s t  i n  ou r  wor rd .  r  go t  i n to  s tud ies  abou t

t ha t . . .  ( t e l ephone  r l ngs )  f  even  had  my  own  d reams  abou t

how tha t  cou l -d  be  accompr i shed  i n  rea r -  r i f e .  so  r

l ooked  a t  d i f f e ren t  i deas .  we l l  ,  d t  t ha t  t ime  the re  was

a  l o t  o f  d i s rup t i on .  A  r - o t  o f  peop le  f i gh t i ng  aga ins t

the  war  i n  v ie tnam.  r  t hough t  abou t  wha t  i t  wou ld  be

r ike i f  we chang'ed our  system of  qovernment  in  the

un i t ed  s ta tes .  you  know ,  r  r ea l r y  r i ked  some  o f  t he

town  mee t ings  tha t  were  tak ing  p1ace .  ve ry  i n te res t i ng

th ings .  The  sDS fo r  examp le -  s tuden ts  fo r  a  Democra t i c

soc ie t y .  r  came  to  t he  rea ] i za t i on  t ha t  i t , s  be t t e r  t o

work  th rough  the  sys tem than  aga ins t  t he  sys tem.  r t  was

a  good  sys tem i n  t he  un i t ed  s ta tes .  r t  g i ves  peop re  t he

oppo r tun i t y  t o . . . t hey  can  speak  up  aga ins t  t he  sys tem.

So I  got  involved.  f  worked in  George McGovern,  s

campa ign  aga ins t  N ixon ,  and  r  c r i ed  the  n iqh t  McGover r i



J M S :

J F S :

l o s t .  f  r emember  s i t t i ng  t he re ,  t he  guy  runn ing  f o r

gove rno r  t oday ,  Gary  Mauro ,  was  the  campa ign  manager .  r

d idn ' t  know h im a t  t he  t . ime .  r  j us t  remember  see ing ,

' I t ' s  a  l ands l i de l  N i xon , s  won  eve ry  s ta te !  f t , s  a

lands l - i de  !  The  g rea tes t  l ands l i de  i n  t he  h i s to ry  o f  t he

un i t ed  s ta tes  ! '  And  a l r  r  cou ld  t h i nk  abou t  was  how

s tup id  peop le  we re  t ha t  t hey  we re  j us t  goose_s tepp ing

and  fo l l ow ing  the  l eader .  Because  N ixon  to  me

pe rson i f i ed  ev i l .  He  pe rson i f i ed  g reed .  He  pe rson i f r ed

nega t i v i sm .  And  r  d i dn ' t  pa r t i cu l a r l y  f avo r  N i xon .  r

f o l l owed  wa te rga te  r i ke  a  hawk .  r  wa tched  eve rv  momen t

r  cou ld  on  wa te rga te .  r  read  eve ry  m inu te  the re  was  on

wa te rga te .  And  bas i ca l t y  rea rned  a  l o t .  So  when  d id  r

r ea l l y  ge t  i nvo l ved  i n  po l i t i c s?  f  guess  i t ' s  i nq ra i ned

in  me .  r ' ve  a lways  been  invo rved  i n  wan t ing  to  see  ou r

gove rnmen t ,  u f r ,  be  a  pa r t  o f  t he  qove rnmen t .

As  fa r  as  you r  ac tua l  campa ign  and  seek inq  the

nomina t i on  and  tha t  so r t  o f  Lh ing ,  d id  you  f rnd  tha t

you r  age  p l ayed  a  f ac to r?  f  mean  d id  i t  ho tn  n r  h , r r r -

you  a t  a l l ?

De t r imen ta l .  Because  I  d i dn ,  t

i n te res t i ng .  f  came back  f rom

t ra f f i c  t i c ke t .  you  know  f  had

know anyone .  I t  was

a  hea r i ng ,  f  ' , 1  done  a

some b ig ,  a  b ig  i aw



n r . ^ f  ; . - ^  L - - ^ k  1 _  h o n  p . i  n  c 1 _I r r au t - r ce  oac l ,  - _u f f  was  go ing  t o  t he

cou r thouse  f o r  a  $50  t r a f f i c  t i c ke t .  A t  t ha t  t ime  I

d i dn ' t  r ea l - i ze  i t  was  my  s i s t e r - i n - l aw ,  named  Jody ,  who

worked  w i th  my  ex -w i fe .  . I ody  had  go t ten  a  speed ing

t i c ke t  and  f  won  t he  t i c ke t .  Man ,  I  was  ho t  ( l aughs ) .

Go t  i t  d i sm issed ,  so  r  came back  and  they  had  opened  up

a  b rand  new  sea t  on  C i t y  Counc i l .  f  hadn ' t  r ea l l y

though t  abou t  i t  much ,  buL  f  knew i t  was  qo ino  to  be

r t r n n  i  n n  r f  I  r r a a  n - i  1 -  r r - r . r . i  z . l ^  w n , r  1 , h ^ r ,  f  l -! u r r r r r r r v  a L  L o L y v t  , , , v e .  Y o U  k n o w  t h i s  i s  a n

oppor tun i t y  t o  ge t  i nvo ]ved .  f ' d  a lways  wan ted  to  be  a

pa r t  o f  t he  c i t y .  So  f  wen t  and  f  t o ld  Jody  and  Susan ,

my  ex -w i fe ,  'Ge t  on  the  phones !  Ca l I  eve ry  rad io

^ +  ^ !  - :  ̂ ' .  ^ -  r  ls rac l_on ,  ca . r r  eve ry  newspaper ,  ca l l  a l1  the  TV

q f : j - i n n q l  T  d-  yonna  announce  tomor row f tm  runn ing  fo r

C i t y  Counc i l  ! '  They  sa id  okay  and  hung  up  t he  phone  and

ca l l ed  eve rybody  up .  A11  the  p ress  came the  nex t  day ,

t hey  had  a l l  t hese  l i gh t s  a l l  ove r  t he  p l ace ,  b i q

con fe rence  t ab le .  r  r emember  see ing  a l r  t hese  l i gh t s  on

me .  f t  was  t he  f i r s t  t ime  I , d  spoken  pub l i c l y .  I  used

to  h ide  i n  l aw  schoo l  so  f ' d  neve r  have  to  repea t

any th ing  o r  rec i t e  any th ing .  so  the  ha rdes t  gues t i -on

r ' ve  eve r  been  asked  i n  my  l i f e  o f  a  pub l i c  na tu re  was

asked  when  Ed  w i th  the  E l  paso  T imes  w i th  h i s  bea rd ,

red  ha i r ,  l ooked  a t  me  a f te r  f  r ead  my  speech ,  and  I

had  i t  a l l  p l anned ,  and  he  h i t  me  w i t h  t h i s  ques t i on .



' So  why  a re  you  runn ing  fo r  o f f i ce? ,  And  1 t  - j us t

shocked  me .  f  hadn , t  t hough t  abou t  why  I 'm  do ing  i t ,  i n

t r y i ng  t o  r espond  t o  t he  pub l i c .  So  r  j us t  spoke  f r om

my  hea r t .  f  sa i d . . . I  gave  ny  answer .  Because  i t r s

impo r tan t  f o r  a l l  o f  us  t o  be  ^  n^ r f  n f  f he  s r r s fom

Because for  me th is  communi ty  is  my home,  i ly  l i fe ,  f rv

f am i l y ' s  l i f e ,  i t f  s  some th ing  r  wan t  t o  do  some th inq

abou t .  And  r  wan t  a  vo i ce  i n  how  i t ' s  r un .  r  wan t  t o

have an ear

peop le  have

A S

t o

a  rep resen ta t i ve  to  l i s ten  to  wha t  t he

S a v  a n , J  i r r q t  b e c a t t s c  m \ /  ' i r - i a : q  m r r r  h o- - J  v v u q q J U  r r r J  I U E s J  r r r q  y  v E

d i f f e ren t  doesn ' t  mean  t ha t  t ha t ,  s  wha t ,  s  bes t  f o r  t he

commun i t y .  cause  i lm  no t  gonna  d i c ta te .  so  r  ended  up

runn ing .  My  b i g  concep t  was  . an  open  ea r  t o  C i t y  Ha l l . ,

so  r  ended  up  runn ing .  r  d idn ' t  have  any  o rgan iza t i on

a t  a l l - .  r  hadn ' t  been  i n  po l i t i c s .  r  came  ou t  i n  t he

p ress  and  f  announced  r  was  go ing  to  have  a  mee t inq

w i t h  my  campa ign  s ta f f  t ha r  n i gh t .  Fo r t una te l y ,  De rek

Smi th ,  who  wen t  t o  h i gh  schoo r  w i t h  me ,  ca l l ed  me  tha t

day  and  sa id ,  ' you ' re  runn inq  fo r  o f f i ce?  r  wanna  he lp ,

I  wanna  he lp l '  f  sa i d ,  .Come  on  down ,  De rek .  We ' re

hav ing  a  campa ign  mee t j -nq  ton igh t .  Show up . ,  ,wha t  t ime

i s  L t? '  'Seven  o '  c l ock .  ,  .Whe re? '  'My  o f  f  i ce  .  '  .  f  i l  be

the re . '  Fo r t una te l y  De rek  showed  up  cause  r  now  had  a

. - - n h - . ; - *u d m p a l g n  m a n a g e r .  w e  e n d e d  u p  w i n n i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  b y

t h e  l a r g e s t  m a r g i n  o f  a n y b o d y  w h o  r a n .  r  w a s  r e a r l y



€ n - + r l ^ - r  r  Lr o r t u r l a re '  cause  i - t  was  a  rea l l y  t ough ,  con tes ted  race

r  wen t  i n  aga ins t -  a t  t ha t  t ime  the  c i t y  was  run  by  a

t i cke t .  You  had  a  Mayor ,  you  had  h i s  s i x  counc i l _

peop le '  t hey  we re  a l l  r i d i ng  on  t he  Mayo r ,  s  coa t t a i l s ,

t hey  were  a l l  r a i s ing  money  toge the r ,  t hey  had

adve r t i semen ts .  r t  was  l i ke  a  pa r t y ,  pa r t l san  races .

And  r  was  t o ta l l y . i ndependen t  and  runn ing  aga ins t  t he

t i c ke t .  As  a  resu l t  o f  t ha t  e rec t i on ,  i t  bas l ca l l v

des t royed  the  t i cke t  sys tem,  and  the re  hasn ' t  been

a n O t h e f  t i C k e t  r r r n n ' i  n n  f ^ -  m a y o r  S i n C e .

J M S : So cou ld  you  exp la in  how you  ended  up  on  the  C i t y

counc i l ' s  l i s t  as  t he  Mayo r  f r om rg l g  t o  1981?  you , re

l i s t ed  as  Mayo r  on  t he  l i s t -  on  t he  o f f i c i a l  t i s t .

JFS :  Rea l l y?  on  t he  o f f i c i a l  r i s t  r  was  l i s t ed  as  Mayo r?

we l l  t ha t ' s  p robab ly  because  the  guy  who  was  Mayor

eve rybody  ha ted  ( r aughs ) .  H i s  name  was  Tom wes t f a l l .  He

was a ret i red FBr man who wanted to  make a name for

h imse l f ,  and  he  came he re  on  the  concep t  t ha t  C i t y  Ha l l

was  co r rup t .  He  go t  e lec ted  and  he  go t  boo t .ed  ou t  t he

nex t  t ime .  so  he  d i dn , t  l as t  bu t  one  Le rm .  r  was  Mavc r

p ro  tem,  r  t h ink ,  i s  wha t  happened .  And  r  p robabry  had

more  i o  do  w i t h  o rqan i  z i nq  and  runn ing  t h i ngs .



.IMS

JFS

JMS

JFS

"ryJS

JFS

So  i t ' s  j us t  k i nd  o f se lect ive memor. rz

I  d i dn ' t  r ea l i ze  I

t em.

Wha t  abou t .

: n \ . / . l -  h  i  n n  a €
v !

was  l i s ted  as  mayor T  t " r r c  M : r r n r  n r ^y r ,

. oo  you  nave  any  pa r t i cu la r  memor ies  o r

s ign i f i cance  f rom you r  t ime  in  o f f i ce?

P Ien t y .  P len t y

Any th i ng  j ump  ou t  a t  you  t ha t  you 'd  r i ke  t o  d i _scuss?

one  o f  t he  b igges t  accompr i shmen ts  was  be ing  f rown  to

wash ing ton  and  rece i v ing  f rom p res iden t  J immy ca r te r  a

Pres iden t i a l -  award ,  be ing  one  o f  two  peop l_e  i n  t he

coun t r y  on  a  l oca1 ,  s t a te ,  and  na t i ona l  l eve l  i n  t he

f i e ld  o f  ene rgy  e f f i c i ency  and  conse rva t i on .  r  ended  up

r a n a  i  r z i  n a! c : t - c :_LV-L r rV  d t l  award  f rom p res iden t  Ca r te r ,  wh i ch  I

proud ly  d i sp lay  i n  Lhe  en t r yway .  f t  was  a  p re t t y  b ig

dea l  f o r  me -  r t  was  1980 r  so  r  was  26  yea rs  o f  age  when

I  f l ew  ou t  t o  r ece i ve  t he  award .  f ' d  been  asked  by

Pres iden t  ca r te r  t o  se rve  as  v i ce -cha i rman  o f  t he

Depar tmen t  o f  Energy  boa rd  rn  ene rg fy  conse rva t i on .  r

was  cha i rman  o f  t he  s ta te  o f  Te :<as  Board  on  Energy

E f f i c i ency .  so  r  d i d  a  r o t  o f  backg round  wo rk  t o  he lp



wr i te  the  Energy  E f f i c i ency  Ac t  f rom the  l a te

seven t i es ,  ea r l y  e i gh t i es .  Tha t  was  one  o f  my  impo r tan t

accomp l i shmen ts .  r  was  chas t i sed  by  tha t  same Mayor  r

t o ld  you  abou t  t ha t  was  boo teJ  ou t  o f  o f f i ce .  r t  was

rea l -  i n t e res t i ng  because .  .  .  ( i n t e r rup t i on , l  .  we  we re

ta l k ing  abou t  how counc i r -  was  d i f f e ren t .  A t  t ha t  t ime ,

when  r  f i r s t  go t  e lec ted ,  was  a t  l a rge .  you  rep resen ted

the  en t i r e  c i t y .  so  c i t y  counc i r  r ep resen ta t l ves ,  who

we ca l l ed  A lde rmen ,  had  admin i s t ra t i ve  power .  They  were

l i ke  heads  o f  t he  depar tmen ts .  And  r  was  the  head  o f

the  Pub l i c  works  and  p lann ing  Depar tmen t .  so  r  had  a

b ig  ro le  i n  t e rms  o f  de te rm in ing  the  fu tu re  q rowth  and

development  of  our  c i ty .  For  exampre,  r  was gonna ter - l

you  abou t  t h i s  Mayor  go t  rea l -  ang ry  a t  me  cause  f ' d

he lped  bu i l d  t he  wes t  s ide  sw imming  poo l ,  t he  wes t  s ide

rec rea t i _on  cen te r ,  wha t r s  now  the  baseba l l ,  socce r

f i e ld  ou t  t he re .  you  know,  f  pu t  a l l -  t he  money

toge the r ,  he rped  bu l l d  i t ,  pu t  t he  nu t r i t i on  cen te r  i n

ove r  t he re .  A t  t he  t ime ,  t he re  were  no  s t ree ts .  you

cou fdn ' t  ge t  t he re .  Okay?  The  on l y  way  to  g .e t  t he re  was

to  go  th rough  th i s  l ong  rou te  down  ca rouse r - ,  Fes t i va r ,

t h rough  t he  hous ing  au tho r i t y .  so  peop re  we ren ' t  us i ng

them-  A11  the  peopre  on  the  wes t  s ide  tha t  were  t r y ing

to  ge t  t o  t he  sw imming ,  wes t  s ide  rec  cen te r ,  kep t

comp la in ing  to  me ,  d t  t ha t  t ime  f  was  the  wes t  s ide



counc i lman ,  t ha t  we  need  to  ge t  a  road .  Go t  pe rm iss ion

f rom the  A rmy  Corps  o f  Eng inee rs  to  bu i l d  i t  r i qh t  nex t

t o  i t -  we l - i ,  t he  Mayo r  came  down  on  me  and  sa id . . . he

I a I l €  c t r n n n r f  i  rwa ' )  ru ' , pu ru r l ] g  my  opponen t .  r  was  up  fo r  ree lec t i on .

Bu t  t he  Mayor ,  f o rmer  FBr ,  asked  the  FBr  to  i nves t i ga te

me.  They  made  a  b ig  pub l i c  dea r ,  and  asked  tha t  r  qe t

impeached  f rom o f f i ce  fo r  m isuse  o f  pub r i c  p rope r t y .  r

was  rea l l y  devas ta ted  by  t ha t  because  a r l  t ha t  r  was

do ing  was  t r y ing  to  accompt i sh  a  need  tha t  had  to  be

fu l f i l l - ed  tha t  t he  c i t y  had  p rope r l y  p lanned  fo r .  Even

the  p rope r t y  owners  ou t  t he re  came toge the r  and  sa id

'We  suppo r t  Sche r r  i n  wha t  he ' s  do ing . ,  De rek  and

Schae fe r  had  th i s  p rope r t y .  They  were  a l l  go ing  to

dona te  the i l  l an r - i  f  ̂  r l a r_  :  new road ,  t o  ge t  t he  road .

so  t he  Mayo r  he ld  t h i s  pub l i c  hea r l nq  a t  c i t y  ha l_ l ,  t o

ask  tha t  t he re  be  an  i nves t i ga t i on  done  o f  t he

p roper t y .  Ove r  500  peop le  showed  up  a t  t he  mee t inq .

They ' r e  i n  t he re ,  rWe ' re  i n  f avo r  o f  Mr .  Sche r r r s

ac t i ons . '  The  t own  was  on  my  s i de .  you  know ,  I  d i dn , t

know wha t  was  go ing  on .  r  ended  up  w inn ing  the  e lec t i on

aga lns t  t he  Mayor ' s  hand-chosen  favo r i t e  9uy ,  t ha t  a l l

t he  es tab l i shmen t  was  back ing  to  bea t  me .  r  c l cbbe red

h im-  we  go t  t he  e - l -ec t i on  won  jus t  w i th  tha t .  r t  was

k ind  o f  f unny .



, T M q .

J F S :

J M S :

J F S :

JIYIS:

So was  tha t  a l l  you  d id ,  two  te rms?

r  se rved  th ree  te rms .  Then  r  ran  fo r  u .  S .  cong ress .

R icha rd  wh i te  was  ou r  congressman  and  announced  tha t  he

wou l -d  no t  seek  ree lec t i on .  A t  t ha t  t ime  r  was  28  vea rs

o f  age .  so  r  sa i d  r ' l - 1  e i t he r  have  a  l i f e  o f  po t i t i c s ,

o r  a  l i f e  o f  bus iness  and  p r i va te  l i f e .  so  r  t ook  on

the  race  and  wen t  f o r  u .S .  conq ress .  And  we  had  a  l o t

n f  . - r r m n a j -  i l - i ^v !  u v r r r 1 , s u r e  r v | I -  a  C O u n t y  j u d g e ,  O u r  S t a t e

rep resen ta t i ve ,  t he  head  o f  t he  Mex ican -Amer i can

D e m o r - r e f  q ,  1 - h a  . r r r \ /  f r n m  r . ' Fu v r , l v u ! q L J ,  L r r E  y u y  r ! \ , r . r . ,  w r l O  W d S  S U p p O f t e d  b y  t h e  D F W ,

t he  A rmy ,  d l l  o f  us  ran .  f  was  ve ry  fo r tuna te .  I  d id

no t  w in .  r  d id  ex t reme l - y  we l l  i n  t he  race .  r  was  the

younges t  pe rson  runn inq  fo r  t ha t  t ros i t i on .  Ron  Co leman

^ n  I  n - l  n n l - n r . l  - n r . l  T ,  -  ^ 1  - , . l  f  1 -9t . tL  e -Lec teo  a l 'u  r  r r r  y rc r \ . r  u r rd t  he  d id .  r t  was  the  cho ice

f o r  m e -  e i t h e r  n o t  i  f  i  r . s  n ' ^  p r i v a t e  l i f e .  r  m a d e  i t

c l e a r  f  w a s n ' t  q o n n a  r u n  a q a i n r  s o  t h a t ' s  w h v  I  q u i t .  I

r a i -  i  r n r i  r f  -  t r n  r r n ^  - h , {r e t r r e q  a t  a  y u u r l g  d g e r  a n o  w a s  v e r y  h a p p y .

f s  t ha t  t he  end  o f  i t ,  Vou  t h i nk?

As  an  e l ec ted  o f f i c i a l ?  f t , s  a l _ l  f ' ve  done  so  f a r

we re  you  s t i l l  p rac t i c i ng  l aw  a r  a rL  wh i re  you  we re

Alderman?



JFS

JMS

JFS

LJ I"] J

JFS

JFS

U I"]J

Sure r  y€ah .

C i t y  Counc i l

I  had to  ma

pa ld  9400

V a :  l ' i r r i n a

a  mon th .

- : l t q a  r f ts !- ^ + -i -^

And  you ' r e  s t i l l  a c t  j _ve  as

^ ' ^ t s + ' -  ^ i  - - r  r i , - , t n . l -  n r m n l i n ny r s  L  L y  D . L g r r r J -

Democra t i c  pa r t y .

a. . . f  heard  you

conLr ibu to r  to

were  s t i l l

t he

f 'm  ve ry ,  ve r y  ac t i ve .

I s  t ha t  j us t  on  a  l oca l  l eve l  o r  on  a  na t i on -w ide
' l  

o r r o l  a r
,  v L  .  .  .

we l l ,  r  was  P res iden t  c l i n ton ' s  F inance  cha i rman  fo r

wes t  rexas  and  sou the rn  New Mex ico  fo r  t he  l as t  two

e l -ec t i ons  .  So  f  'm  ve rv  ac t i ve .

r  guess  we  can  t a r k  a  l i t t l e  abou t  you r  r ega l  ca ree r ,

un less  the re ' s  someth ing  you  wan ted  to  add  abou t  you r

po l i t i ca l -  expe r i ences .

The re ' s  p l en t y  o f  s t o r i es  and  t h i ngs  t ha t  we re  done

How o ld  a re  you?

Twen ty - t h ree  yea rs  o l d .



JFS:  rmag ine  when  you ' re  twen ty - th ree  qo ing  on  twen ty - fou r

r i gh t  now and  you  dec ide  you ' re  gonna  run ,  and  you  ge t

e l - ec ted .  You ' r e  s i t t i ng  up  t he re  on  c i t y  counc i l  and

you ,  r e  a  c i t y  f a the r ,  and  you ,  r e  ca l l i nq  t he  sho t s  o f

wha t  happens  i n  you r  c i t y .  you ' re  de te rm in ing  zon inq

changes ,  po l i ce  depar tmen t  ac t i v i L ies ,  f i r e  depar tmen t

ac t i v i t i e s ,  eve ry .aspec t  o f  t he  l oca r  l i f e .  o rd i nances

o f  wha t  t rucks  a re  a r l owed  to  come in to  town ,  how h iqh

bu i l d ings  can  be  bu i l t ,  whe the r  you  l e t  t r a ins  come

th rough ,  wha t  you r  speed  r im i t s  a re  on  the  s t ree t ,

any th i ng  t ha t  you  can  poss ib l y  t h i nk .  Nude

en te r ta inmen t  c lubs -  whe the r  you  l e t  t hose  i n  vou r

c i t y -  whe re  you ' r e  go ing  t o  have  down town  ac t i v i t i e s ,

how you  spu r  t he  g rowth  o f  you r  c i t y ,  where  sewer ,  9ds ,

e l ec t r i ca r ,  t e l ephone  se rv i ces  a re  go ing .  Eve ry  aspec t

o f  l i f e  you ,  r e  ca l l i ng  t he  sho t s  on

J M S : was  i t  p re t t y  s t ress fu l  f o r  you?  Do  you  th ink  you  dea r t

w i th  i t  we l l  o r  d id  you  eve r  f ee l  you  were  i n  ove r  you r

head?

J F S : \Ta T

r l n i  n n

ended

never  fe l t  t ha t  way .  f  a lways  fe l t  l i ke

the  r i gh t  t h ing .  f  r ea l_1y  resea rched  i t

up  do ing  j - s  f  ended  up  say ing .  .  .  Today  we

them a t  C i t y  Ha l l .  They ,  r e  wha t ' s  ca l l ed

f  was

What

s t i l l



l eg i s la t i ve  rev iew  commi t tees .  wha t  happens  i s  eve ry

Monday  a t  c i t y  Ha t l  t hey  have  a  mee t ing  and  they  i nv i t e

a l l  t he  depar tmen t  heads  i n  to  go  ove r  eve ry  i t em

'  l -  h : f  t  q  n n i  n a  i a  ^ A  { - h .u r rqu  u  yv r r r g  t o  go  on  t he  agenda  so  t ha i  you  make  su re

you  a re  tho rough ly  educa ted  and  app r i zed  o f  wha t ' s

go r -ng  on .  f t r s  some th lng  f  had  se t  up -  i t  was  l i ke  a

p re -counc i l  mee t ing .  r t  was  rea l l y  good .  And  r  rea l i y

fee l  l i ke  r  had  a  g rea t  impac t ,  you  know?  H is to r i c

p rese rva t i on -  t ha t ' s  a  p rog ram r  pu t  t oge the r .  Energy

conse rva t i on -  r  pu t  t ha t  t oge the r .  EMS-  you  know we

d idn ' t  have  EMS in  E l  paso .  Tha t  was  my  p ro jec t .  The re

were  j us t  l o t s  o f  t h ings  tha t  r  d id .  The  sou th  f reeway-

the  f r eeway  on  t he  wes t  s i de  d ra i naqe . . .when  r  had  been

on  c i t y  counc i l ,  t he  wa te r  wen t  t h rough  peop les  f ron t

doo r  and  ou t  t he i r  back  doo r  i n  chapar ra l  pa rk .  r t  j us t

r ^ r o n f  l - h r n r r * Fwer rL  L r r r uug r r  t he  houses .  So  I  pu t  t oge the r  a  $40

mi l l i on  d ra inage  p rog ram back  i n  t he  1970s  w i th  the

o rgan iza t i on  the  A rmy  co rps  o f  Eng inee rs .  They  he rped

solve the dra inaqre problem. L ike that  b iq  dra inage

th ing  r i gh t  undernea th  as  you  come o f f  o f  Mesa  s t ree t

ex l t  head ing  wes tbound  to  sun land  pa rk  the re ' s  t ha t  b iq

d ra inage  s t ruc tu re  tha t  becomes  a  l ake -  t ha t  was  a l l

s t u f f  t ha t  f  pu t  t oge the r .  Sun land  pa rk  Ma l l -  I

bas i ca l l y  he lped  pu t  t ha t  t h i ng  t oge the r  w i t h  t he

deve lope r .  I t ' s  j us t  a  l o t  o f  p ro j ec t s  t ha t  you  do .



J M S :

T t ' s  r p e I I r z  i n f p r c s 1 -  i n r r  O f  C O U T S e  I i m  a  V e f y  a c t i v e{ r r 9 9 ! u !  u r I l Y  .  V !  V V U ! O g  a  l t t  A

guy .  f  was  i n to  eve ry th ing .  f  had  a '11  th i s  ene rgy ,  and

nobody  was  s low ing  me  down  and  nobody  was  te l l i ng  me

wha t  t o  do  because  f  was  tne  foss  (  l aughs  )  .  And  I  had

fun .  I t  was  rea l - l y  good .  And  I  made  th ings  happen .

As  fa r  as  you r  l eEa l  ca ree r ,  f r ve  hea rd  vou  men t ion

some genera l  t r ends .  f  hea rd  vou  men t j_on  tha t  i t ' s

ge t t i ng  more  d i f f i cu l t  t o  w in  p roduc t  l i ab i l i t y  cases

and  I  t h ink  f  read  tha t  E l  paso  j u r i es  a re  p re t t y

conse rva t i ve  as  fa r  as  the  amoun ts  tha t  t hev  award .  f

was  wonder ing  i f  you  wan ted  to  e labo ra te  on  one  o f

those  o r  maybe  any  o the r  t rends  you ,ve  no t i ced  i n  you r

yea rs  i n  t he  l oca l  l ega l  wo r ld .

E l  Paso  cases  have  a lways  been  much  lower  than  the  res t

o f  t he  s ta te .  E l  Paso ' s  t he  poo res t  b i g  c i t y  i n  t he

s ta te  and  one  o f  t he  poo res t  b i q  c i t i e s  i n  t he  coun t r y .

E l -  Paso ' s  ve rd i c t s  a re  a lways  ve ry  l ow .  E l  pasoans  have

good  hea r t s ,  bu t  when  you  te l l  somebody  a  m i l l i on

do l l a r s  i n  E l  Paso ,  t ha t ' s  l o t s  and  l o t s  o f  monev .  When

you  te l l  t ha t  t o  somebody  i n  Hous ton  o r  Da l l as ,  t hev  do

b i l l i on  do l - l a r  cases  and  t hev ' r e  used  t o  t hese .  So  E l_

Paso  j u r i es  have  t rad i t i ona l l y  been  ve rv  conse rva t i ve .

Bu t  wha t  has  happened  i s  t ha t  w l th  the  adve r t i zemen t



t ha t ' s  be ing  done  by  the  i nsu rance  compan ies -  l nsu rance

compan ies ,  emp loye r  g roups ,  peop le  who  a re  the  ones

tha t  ge t  sued  fo r  w rong-do ing -  a re  the  ones  who  a re

pay ing  fo r  t he  adve r t i zemen t .  They  a re  the  ones

r - n n f  r i  h r r J -  i  n n  h i  ^  l - ' , ^ 1 . -  f ^v v , r L ! r r J L r L - 1 1 1 9  u r g  o u c K S  t o  c h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e

l - aws  to  make  the  r i t t l e  peop le  tha t  ge t  hu r t ,  t hey  cu t

f  h o ' i  r  r i  a h t -  o  O U t .  S O  a S  a  p o s r r l  l -  r r n r r /  r o  a a f  F ' i  n n  + l - . ^! 4 y r r L r  v u L .  u v  o r  c r  r c , D u J _ L ,  y ( , u , l - e  g g t L r r l g  t n g

l eg i s la to rs  who  wan t  t he  b ig  money  f rom b ig  bus iness

and  insu rance  compan ies  chang ing  l aws ,  mak ing  i t  ha rde r

to  b r i ng  c la ims  fo r  peop le  tha t  go t  sc rewed  by  wrong-

doers  and  you ' re  ge t t i ng  j udges  who  wan t  con t r i bu t i ons

as  we l l .  The i r  money  comes  no t  f rom the  r i t t l e  9uy ,  bu t

F r s m  l - r i  a  L . " ^ - : ,r re r r r  r r r -g  ous l -ness  and  i nsu rance ,  ou t  t he re  bas i ca l l y

squash ing  the  l i t t l e  guy .  And  tha t ,  s  exac t l _y  wha t ,  s

happen ing  i n  t he  sys tem.  r t ' s  ge t t i ng  worse  and  worse ,

the  peop le  a re  ve ry  money  hungry .  They ,  re  i n te res ted  i n

h n t ^ r  m r r n h  n r n f  i  I  F l ' r a , ,  ^ - -r r \ Jw  , i l . L . ru r r .  ! J !uL rL  L r r=y  . - o r r  r L rdke .  A  l o t  o f  bus lnesses  i us t

ca re  'wha t ' s  t he  bo t t om l i ne? ,  f f  t hey ' r e  no t  mak ing

a n n r r a l ' r  n r a € i  t  t h e v ' r e  o o i  n o  f  n  n r r 1 -  n a n n l 6 q r  i r . r h q  . \ r r 1 -v r r v u \ , r r  l / t v t t  L  L r l u J  ! e  y v r r r g  u v  e u L  [ J g u [ J i t - _

Y n t r  Q A A  ] r i  n  ^ ^ r n n r r f  j  n n a  1  - 1 7 j  n a  n f  €  
' l  

n f  c  n f  o m r r l  n r r a a qv 1 \ j  e v ! y v ! o . L r \ J l l D  r d y . l _ t l g  L ) I I  t o L S

downs iz |nq ,  so  they  can  make  more  money  and  ra i se  more

cap i t a l  t o  expand .  we l } ,  t he re ' s  a  second  s i de  t o  t ha t ,

and  i - t ' s  a1 l -  t hose  peop le  t ha t  ge t  l a i d  o f f  .  r t ' s  t hose

peop le  whose  ch i l d ren ' s ,  husband ,  s  l i ves  a re  d i sp laced ,

tha t  a re  pu t  on  the  pove r t y  l i nes ,  and  a re  hav inq  to



J M S :

J F S :

ge t  we l fa re  checks  to  be  ab le  to  suppor t  t hemse lves .  r t

has  t o  be  ba lanced  ou t .  we  l i ve  i n  a  soc ia l i s t  soc ie t y ,

and  we  rea l i ze  tha t .  f t r s  ve ry  impor tan t  f o r  us  i n  a

soc ia l i s t  soc le t y  to  take  ca re  o f  t he  down t rodden ,  t he

poor ,  t he  d i sadvan taged ,  t he  hand icapped ,  t he  peop le

who  need  he lp ,  because  i f  we  don , t ,  t he  down t rodden ,

the  poo r ,  t he  hand icapped  a re  go ing  to  r i se  up .  They ' re

qonna  l -ook  a t  t hose  tha t  have .  The re rs  a  l _o t  more  o f

those who are downtrodden and poor  than there are those

tha t  a re  r i ch  and  wea l_ thv .

r  know you ' ve  had  some p re t t y  s ign i f i can t  se t t l emen ts

against  some pret ty  b ig  companies.  Do you ever  worry

abou t  t ha t  so r t  o f  t h ing  hav ing  an  impac t  on  the  l oca r

economy?  Maybe  bus inesses  w i I l  l ook  a t  t hese

se t t l emen ts  and  th ink ,  rWe11 ,  I  don ' t  know i f  we  wan t

to  deve lop  i n  E l  paso  because  the i r  j u r i es  a re  l en ien t ,

o r  wha teve r .

Tha t ' s  hogwash .  Tha t r s  i nsu rance  p ropaganda .  I f  t ha t

were  the  case ,  p laces  l i ke  Hous ton  where  they  have  a

$10  b i l l i on  ve rd i c t  on  t he  pennzo i r  v  Texaco  case ,  you

wou rdn ' t  see  a  s i ng le  company  wan t i ng  t o  go  t o  Hous ton .

Ye t  Hous ton ' s  economy i s  t he  mos t  v ib ran t  economv  in

the  s ta te  o f  Texas .  why?  r t  doesn ' t  have  any th inq  to  do



J M S :
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wi th  r awsu i t s .  Lawsu i t s  don ' t  a f f ec t  anybody ' s  m ind -

se t .  Wha t  a f f ec t s  peop le ' s  m ind -se t '  i s  bus iness ,

i ndus t r y ,  oppo r tun i t y ,  qua l i t y  o f  l i f e .  you  know  wha t , s

happen ing  i n  E r  paso?  Those  peop le  who  he lped  make  Er

Paso  so ld  ou t  t he i r  bus inesses  t o  ou t -o f - c i t v  conce rns .

As  a  resu l - t ,  E l  Paso ' s  now a  down t rodden  commun i t y

i t se l f .  we ' r e  l abo r .  we ' r e  j us t  a  b rue -co r ra r  l abo r

town  work ing  fo r  peop le  who  ca l - l  t he  sho ts  i n  o the r

c i t i es -  A11  the  banks  used  to  be  p r i va te l y  owned .  Now

the re ' s  no  ma jo r  bank  l oca l l y  owned .  The re  used  t o  be

a l l  t hese  d i f f e ren t  r oca l  compan ies .  They  don ,  t  ex i s t

an \ rmore .  They rve  been  bough t  ou t ,  so ld  ou t ,  peop le  who

were  a t  t he  ton  fnnk  fha i  r  money  and  ran  and  thOSe

peop le  a t  t he  bo t tom a re  j us t  d i sp raced .  They  ge t  ra id

o f f .  They ' ve  go t  t o  go  f i nd  a  j ob  i n  some warehouse  o r

some company  tha t ' s  t ranspor t i ng  s tu f f  i n  Mex ico .

f  don ' t  know  i f  you  l i ke  t . o  t a l k

do l - l a r  f i gu res ,  bu t  f  was  wonder i

CaSeS tha t  we . r t r  n ,a  r J -  i  r - r r  I  :  r t . y  S ign

whateve r  reason?

abou t  se t t l emen ts ,

ng  i f  t he re  a re  any

i f i r : a n f  f n  \ / - r t  f o rJ V L

One  o f  t he  mos t  s i gn i f i can t  cases  i n  my  l i f e  was

Mendoza  v  con t i co .  A  u . s .  company  ca l i ed  con t i nen ta l

sp raye rs  f rom s t .  Lou is  wen t  t o  Jua rez  and  opened  a



ve ry  f i r s t  c l ass ,  ve ry  n i ce  p lan t .  rhey  ope ra ted  ou t  o f

E l  Paso  and  , ] ua rez .  Genera l  Mo to rs  came in to  Jua rez ,

h i red  a  bunch  o f  peopre ,  a  ro t  o f  t he i r  emp loyees  re f t .

So  Con t inen ta l  Sp raye rs  dec ided  they  wou ld  be

adven tu resome and  t r y  t o  f i nd  a  be t te r  way  o f  ge t t i ng

cheap labor  than Juarez where they were paying $28 or

$30  a  week  wages . f o r  a  5O-hou r  wo rk  week .  wha t  t hey  d i d

i s  t hey  dec ided  to  go  to  ano the r  t own .  They  wen t  t o  a

town cal led palomas.  pa] -omas is  located on the border

be tween  co lumbus ,  New Mex ico  and  pa lomas ,  Mex ico .  r t ' s

the  on l y  s i t e  where  the  u .s .  has  eve r  been  i nvaded .

Tha t ' s  where  pancho  v i l r a  i nvaded .  The  reason  fo r  i t ,

i - t ' s  a  l aw less  commun i t y .  con t i co  wen l  t o  pa lomas ,  se t

up  a  ho r r i b re  sys tem.  They  ren ted  an  o ld  bu i l d ing  f rom

al legedly  one of  the reputed drug 1ords of  the

n n m m r r n  i  + "  m Luu l ru r ru r - r -Ly -  rney  wen t  i n  and  j us t  h l red  l abo r  as  cheap

as  t hey  cou ld  ge t  i t ,  and  i f  peop le  d i dn , t  l l ke  i t ,

they f i red everybody,  la id  them of f ,  and h i red other

peopre .  The re  were  no  o the r  j obs  i n  t he  town .  And

con t i co  t rea ted  the  emp loyees  ha rsh l y .  wha t  con t i co  d id

in  te rms  o f  hand l i ng  the  pay ro l l  f o r  t he  emp loyees ,

though  the re  was  a  bank  two  b locks  f rom the i r  o f f i ce ,

they  dec ided  they  wou l -d  b r i ng  the  pay ro l l  f r om Jua rez

in  cash  by  cou r ie r -  wha t  t hey  d id  eve ry  F r iday  a t  t he

same t ime on the same route is  they would dr ive a car



f rom Juarez 90 mi les through two chetkpoints  carry ing

$2000  cash ,  Mex i can  pesos ,  wh i ch  was  pay ro l l  f o r  100

peop le  a t  $20  a  week ,  and  they  wou ld  b r i ng  i t  on  the

same rou te  l i ke  a  waqon  t ra in  to  pa l -omas .  They  wou l -d

r i e  a t  t he  checkpo in t .  when  asked  wha t  t hev  were

ca r ry ing  they  sa id  they  we . ren , t  ca r r y ing  any th ing .  They

used  a  d r i ve r  and 'a  bookkeeper  to  ca r ry  the  money .

cash '  eve ry  week ,  same rou te .  p re t t y  s tup ld .  one  week ,

the  d r i ve r  and  the  bookkeeper  d idn ' t  make  i t .  They  sen t

out  a  search par ty  and found the car  burned.  They

opened  up  the  t runk  and  a l l  t hey  found  were  ske re tons

o f  t he  bod ies .  They  were  so  bad ly  bu rned  tha t  t he  sk in

and  i n te rna l  o rgans  had  been  bu rned  to  a  c r i sp  i n  t he

t runk -  r t  was  ho r r i b re .  The  company  d idn , t  t e l l  t he

p ress  wha t  rea r l y  happened .  They  sa id  they  d idn ' t  know

what  happened,  who k i l led them. f t  turned out  the

company knew, had got ten a repor t  f rom the pol ice

depar tment  exact ly  what  happened.  That  daughter  had

been  taken  ou t  and  bea ten  un t i l  t hey  t r i ed  to  rape  he r .

The  d r i ve r  t r i ed  to  i - n te rvene-  they  sho t  h im .  s tuck  h im

and  the  daugh te r  i n  t he  t runk  o f  t he  ca r ,  pou red

gaso l i ne  on  i t  and  bu rned  them a l i ve .  r  t hough t  t ha t

was  so  a t roc ious .  The re ' s  go t  t o  be  someth ing  we  can  do

in Amer ica to  orevent  I I  s  companies f rom being So

cheap  tha t  t hey  won ' t  spend  the  money  to  use  a  bank  two
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b locks  away  fo r  pay ro l r .  r  wen t  t h rough  he l - r  w i th  tha r

l awsu i t .  I t  was  a  ve ry ,  ve r y  con tes ted  case ,  f  go t

chewed  up  and  sp i t  ou t  by  the  cou r t  o f  Appea ]s  who

wourdn ' t  l i s t en  t o  wha t  t he  f ac t s  we re .  r  go t  chas t i sed

in  t ha t  case .  Even tua l r y ,  we  wen t  t o  t r i a l - .  we  won .

we l - l ,  r  t ook  i t  up  to  the  sup reme cou r t ,  ove r tu rned  the

cou r t  o f  Appea l s . .we  wen t  t o  t r l a l  and  r  t r i ed  t ha t

case .  By  the  t ime  we  f i n i shed  the  f i na l  a rgumen t ,  t ha t

jury  would have g iven us anyth ing we asked for .  There

were  j u ro rs  tha t  sa id ,  \We  wou ld  have  g i ven  you  525

m i l l i on - '  we  ended  up  se t t l i ng  t he  case  w i t h  t he

de fense  l awyers .  F ina ] l y  se t t l ed  and  ag reed  to  1 )  t o

set  up a scholarsh ip fund in  the name of  that  dauqhter

i n  Mex ico  and  2 )  t o  e rec t  a  s ta tue  i n  t he  name o f  t ha t

daughter  in  Mexico.  That  was very impor tant .  we were

say ing  tha t  we  as  Amer i cans  w i l l  no t  s tand  fo r  doub le -

s tandards .  To  me  tha t  was  an  impor tan t  case .

Wha t  abou t  t he  Lev i ' s  case?  f s  t ha t  t he  h iqhes t

se t t l emen t  mone ta r i  r r . ,  f  h : r  you ' ve  eve r  rece i_ved?  The

$10 .6  m i l l i on?

Yes

J M S : When was  tha t  exac t l y?



JFS

JMS

JFS

JMS

JFS

I t  was  abou t  $10  m i l l i on .  Excuse  me ,  I  don , t  know  wha t

the  to ta l  amoun t  was .  I ,m  under  a  gag  o rde r ,  f r ank l y ,

no t  t o  revea l_  the  to ta l  amoun t .  So  f  can ' t  r evea l  t he

to ta l  amoun t .  Bu t  i t ' s  been  i n  t he  pape rs ,  so  you , ve

go t  t ha t  i n fo rma t ion .

f  hea rd  tha t  you  were  cons ide r ing  l i gh ten ing  you r  t oad

as  fa r  as  you r  l ega l  p rac t i ce  wen t  and  pu rsu ing  o the r

i n te res t s .  I s  t ha t  some th ing  you ,  r e  t h i nk i ng  o f  do ing?

Yes .  R igh t  now f 'm  work ing  w i th  my  unc le  who  f  l ove

ve ry  much  i n  Los  Ange les .  He rs  ex t reme ly  t a l en ted .  He ' s

been  p lay ing  the  p iano  s ince  he  was  fou r  yea rs  o1d .

He 's  wr i t t en  abou t  n ine teen  d i f f e ren t  p roduc t i ons .  So

f 'm  work ing  w i th  h im  on  do ing  someth ing  i n  t he

en te r ta inmen t  bus iness .  f 'm  l ook ing  fo rward  to  he lp ing

h im .

Tha t ' s  abou t  a l l  I ' ve  go t  un l - ess  t he re ' s  some th ing

you 'd  l 1ke  t o  add .

Thank  you  ve ry  much  fo r  g i v ing  me  the  oppor tun i t y  t o

L A A  A .

.IMS Wel l ,  t hanks  fo r  g i v i -ng  me  a  l o t  t o  work  w i th  he re .
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