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INTERVIEW WITH TOM DIAMOND'
by Francisco Herndndez

on
Wednesday,  November L! ,  L99g

l_n
E l  p a s o ,  T e x a s

FH:  Th is  i s  an  in te rv iew w i th  Tom Diamond by  Franc isco  Hern6.ndez ,

i n  E l -  P a s o ,  T e x a s  o n  w e d n e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  r L , 1 9 9 g .  T o m r  f o u

w e r e  b o r n  i n  L o n g  B e a c h ,  c a l i f o r n i a  o n  M a r c h  2 g ,  L 9 2 3 ,  L o  T o m

and Vio let  Diamond.

Cor rec t .

Can you tel l- me something about your chi ldhood?

r  grew up in  southern car i forn ia,  r ived pr inc ipa l ry  in  the

sout .hern par t  o f  the s tate,  went  to  h igh school  Dorsey High

schoor  near  Cul -ver  c i ty ;  graduated f rom high school  in  1942.

of  course,  the war  had star ted by then and r  enr is ted in  the

un i ted  s ta tes  A rmy ,  as  a  p r i va te ,  t n  L942 ,  and .  f o r tuna te l y  was

able to  go to  ocs and become an of f icer .  served overseas in

the  war  as  an  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i ce r  i n  Aus t ra l i a ,  New Gu inea ,  and

the Phi l - ipp ines.  when r  came back f rom the war ,  r  wenr  to

stanford univers i ty ,  graduated in  ,49 wi th  a degree in  c iv i l

Eng inee r ing .  Tha t ' s  abou t  i t .

You were at tending UCLA f i rs t ,  is  that  r ight?

Yes,  when I  got  out  o f  co l lege,  when f  got  out  o f  h iqh school
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r  went  there f rom ucLA,  f in ished one semester  there and then

f  en l i s t ed

What were you studying at. UCLA?

Civ i l  Eng inee r ing .

Did you graduaLe from UCLA?

No, I went one semeste.r at. UCLA.

One semester  and t ,hen.  .  .  ,

when r  came back f rom the war  r  was accepted at  s tanford,

f i n i shed  up  the re .

Te11 me more about  your  involvement  in  wor ld  war  r r .

we ]1 ,  r  se rved  i n  Aus t ra r i a ,  i n  a  l - i t t l e  p lace  ca l l ed  Townsv -

i l l -e .  r t  was s t i l I  be ing at tacked by ,Japanese a i rcraf  t  when r

arr ived there.  par t ic ipated in  the,  the New Guinea campaign,

s t ,a t ioned at  F inchhof fen,  which is  a  rarge por t  in  about  the

middre par t  o f  the is land.  r  was s tat ioned at  wadke rs land

which is  a  more nor thern point .  saw Maf fen Bay,  an in terest ing

th ing there was that  th is  was an area there that  was inhabi ted

by the rast  cannibal -s  in  the wor ld .  r  rea] ly  en joyed v is i t ing

wi th the nat lve people.  My l - i t t le  out f i t  anchored the southern

edge of  the per imeLer  and so r  had a lo t  o f  contact  wi th  the

nat ives and enjoyed i t  very much.  Brought  a lo t  o f  beadwork
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back  tha t  t hey  d id .  r  have  fond  memor ies 'o f  assoc ia t i ng  w i th

them. Took par t  in  the i r  dances and th 'e i r  ce lebrat ions and

th ings  l i ke  tha t .  pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  t he  D-Day  i nvas ion  o f  Luzon

on January 9,  L94s,  pret ty  scary th ing.  we had been under

at tack f rom kamikazes,  ar l  the way up to  the day of  the

invasion.  on t .he day of  the invas ion i t  rea l ly  broke loose and

the Navy,  in  good f  a i t .h ,  protected.  us,  ra id  down a smoke

screen,  th ink ing that  would keep the Japanese f rom pick ing

the i r  t a rge ts ,  bu t  i ns tead ,  t he  p lanes ,  t he  Japanese  p lanes

just  c i rcred lower and lower and lower t .hrough the smoke unt i r

they h i t  someth ing.  r t  actual ry  became very unnerv ing.  At  the

same t ime we were under  at tack f rom suic ide boats;  they wouLd

get  these l i t t le  landing barges,  load them wi th dynamice,  one

guy in back with a steering rudder and the other guy in front

wi th  a match,  r  guess,  would.  touch the dynamite of f .  r  th ink

the greatest  hazard,  though,  was the f i re  f rom our  own ships.

There was a huge, huge, convoy and once we got in the harbor

i t  was pret t .y  densely  packed and ar I  th is  was going on and

these p lanes are f ly ing low and every body was t ry ing to  shoot

t , l : ' r  down  and  these  l i t t l e  boa ts  wou ld  go  i n to  the  wa te r  and

there was even submar ine ac l - ion cyoi r . r . r  ^n Every sh i_p,s  got  a t



1

z

least  a  t .wenty-mi l_ l imeter  g lun on i t  and dverybody,  s  shoot ing

at everything that moves. we were on an Lsr and manr |ou could

hear  the shrapnel  bouncing of f  the hul l  and i t  was ter r ib le .

Boy,  we were dy ing to  get  o f f  thaL boat .  when we got  o f f  the

boat  t .hat  n ight  we were und.er  ar t i l lery  at tack and we couldn, t

go in land because the f ront - l - ine was about  3oo yards of fshore.

The Japanese had taken these large e ight - inch naval  r i f les

f  r n m  ( ' a r v 4  n i  A! !v , r r  \ - ( r r r r -gr -Lror  and put  them on the road to  Bagio and they had

command of  the beaches and they,d just  walk  up and down the

beaches .  r ' 11  neve r  f o rge t  t ha t  n igh t .  r  was  i n  a  fox -ho le

with sergeant Boone and at the height of the barrage a huge

hunk of  shrapnel  caught  the l ip  of  Lhe fox-hoIe r  was in .

Everyt.hing was muddy, i t  had been raining and the shrapnel_

Lore through my helmet  and cut  a  b ig ,  jagged hole in  the top

of my helmet and knocked me forward and my helmet was in front

of  my face.  r  reached my hand up and a l l  r  could feet  was th is

jagged,  s tee l  hote in  my hermet  and then r  reached to the back

of  my neck and r  could feer  th is  b ig  hunk of  mud,  back t .here.

r  thought  i t  was f resh.  r  thought  my head had been torn of f .

So  r  sa id :  "Boone !  Boone !  r  t h ink  I ,m  h iL ,  "  you  know,  and  so

then he s t ruck a match and wiped the mud of f ,  and sa id,  , 'No,

3

4

5

6

8

Y

1 n

1 1

L 2

1 3

1-4

1 5

_ L O

1-7

1 8

1 9

2 0

2 T



1

z

.f

4

5

5

8

Y

1 0

1 1

1 2

.l_J

I 4

_ L O

L 7

r t t

L >

2 0

21-

L ieu tenan t ,  you ' re  f i ne .  "  r  t h rew  tha t  he l i ne t  away ,  t he  he lme t

was no good so r  threw i t  away.  r ,d  10ve to  have that  th inq

now.  I , d  have  i t  hang ing  on  the  wa1L .

FI I :  whi le  you were in  worrd war  r r ,  d id  you par t ic ipate in  any

bat t les that  we would have heard of?

TD:  we l l ,  t he  i nvas ion  o f  Luzon ,  wh ich  was  a  ma jo r  i nvas ion ,  ma jo r

ba t t l e ,  ! €s .  When  r  was  i n  Wadke ,  i t  was  no  pa r t i cu la r  ba t t l e .

MacArthur  was a br i l l iant  genera l .  He would l -and where the

'Japanese weren ' t  and then starve them out .  There was a rot  o f

Japanese coming up the coast trying to get back to areas where

they were s t i l r  in  contro l .  we were constant ly  under  n ight ,

emergency situations where ,Japanese were coming' through the

l i n e s .  T h e y  w e r e  i n  p i t i f u l  s h a p e ,  b u t  t . h e y  s t i r l  p r e s e n t e d  a

r e a l -  d a n g e r .  T h e  i n v a s i o n  o f  L u z o n ,  w h i c h  w a s . T a n u a r y  9 ,  f _ g 4 5 ,

w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  b a t t l e s  o f  t h e  p a c i f i c .

Where were you when World g,Iar I f  ended?

r  was s ta t ioned a t  L ingayon in  the  ph i l ipp ines ,  a t  L ingayon

Gul f  a t  a  town ca l - led  Da lgupon.  There  were  some A i r  Force ,  A i r

C o r p s ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  w a s  A i r  C o r p s ,  s o m e  A i r  C o r p s  o f f i c e r s

were  mess ing  w i th  us ,  wh ich  means they  were  ge t t ing  the i r

mea ls  w i th  us .  They  were  go ing  to  p ick  up  the  Japanese

F H :

T D :
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surrender  team coming down f rom ok inawa'and f1y escor t  to

Mani ]a .  They asked me i f  r  wanted to  go a long wi th  them,.  r

t hough t  " t ha t . ' d  be  g rea t , "  t o  see ,  t h i s  was  Augus t  L7 ,  L945 .

The Japanese had in i t ia l ly  ind icated that  they were surrender-

i  n n  n n  t - h a  f z 1 1 1 p t - a a n 1 - h  l . r r , It r rg  u r r  t r ]€  rourLssr rL r . r . ,  r . JuL  th is  was the  ac tua ]  sur render  E .eam

going  to  Man i la  to  s ign  some d .ocuments  and i t  wasn, t  the

sur render  i t se l - f ,  wh ich  took  p lace  in ,  in  Tokyo Harbor .  Th is

was the  ac tua l  document  tha t  ended the  war .  r  went  a ronq w i th

them and when we got  to  Man i la  Bay ,  there  were  some des t royers

out  there  in  the  water ,  so  these k ids  tha t  were  f l y ing  dec ided

to  buzz  t .he  des t royers .  we,d  jus t  buzzed.  one des t royer  and go t

back  down on the  deck  and were  go ing  2g0 mi les  an  hour ,  wh i -ch

i -s  as  fas t  as  a  B-25 w i l l  go ,  when the  r igh t  eng ine  caught

f i re .  we were  r igh t  on  the  deck ,  so  the  w ing  d ipped,  h i - t  the

water  and we car twhee led  in .  For tunate ly  we were  in  a  mud bank

because o therw ise  r  guess  the  damn p lane wou ld  have sunk  on

u s ,  b u t  t h i s  w a y  i t ,  w e  d i d n , t  k n o w  t h a t ,  w e  w e r e  b a i l i n q  o u r

a €  s 1 ^ ^ - ^  ^ -  cor  rnere ,  as  ras t  as  we cou l -d .  r  had seventeen f rac tu res  in  mv

l e f t  l e g  a n d  d i d n ' t  e v e n  k n o w  i t .  w h e n  y o u , r e  i n  a  c r _ r c u m -

s t a n c e  l i k e  t h a t ,  i t ' s  a m a z i n g  h o w  y o u  j u s t  g o  a h e a d  a n d  y o u r

adrena l - ine  jus t  car r ies  you th rough.  r  d . idn , t  even know r  was
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hur t  unt i l  f  got  in  the water .  f  t r ied tb  crawl  back on the

p lane  and  the  p i l oL  pu l l ed  me  loose ,  pu l l ed  me  o f f ,  and  sa id ,

"No !  sw imr t t  so ,  r  was  go ing  underwa te r ,  and  the re  was  qaso l i ne

in the water and it  was burning and so you had to go underwa-

ter  and you come up and catch a breath-  and fhcn . "o underwater

aga in .  I  hea rd  someone  sdy ,  r you  can  s tand .  up . , ,Tha t , s  t . he

f i rs t  t ime r  knew we were in  a mud bank.  when r  s tood up,  t .hat

was the f  i rs t  t ime r  knew r  had been hur t  .  r  could.n,  t  s tand on

my  le f t  l eg ,  o f  cou rse ,  so  we  go t  my  l e f t  l eg  ou t  o f  t he  wa te r

and so T put  a  tourn iquet  on,  had an ar tery  that  was b leedinq

badly .  r  was ar l  smashed up on my le f t  s ide,  r  had broken

r ibs,  i ly  le f t  shoulder  bone was broken,  but  r  d idn, t  know

i n \ r + - h i  - ^arry  Lr . r - r rg  was wrong.  r  had absol -ute ly  no pain.  r  swear  to  God

r  was swimming and r  don,  t  know how you can swim l ike that ,

bu t  I  was .

FH what  d i rect ion d id your  educat ion take af ter  wor l -d  war  r r?

?D:  wel - l ,  r  f in ished at  s tanford in  c iv i l  Engineer ing,  graduated

in  '  49 ,  r  wen t  t o  work  i n  t he  o i I  pa tches  as  an  o i l  scou t .  oh

[o,  r 'm sorry ,  r  went  to  work for  prudent ia l  rnsurance companv

as mortgage loan appra iser  in  southern Car i forn ia.  Then the

Korean war  s tar ted and r  was carred back in to serv ice.  r  was
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in  the inact ive reserve.  r  had been in  the act ive reserve, .  r

was  the  rada r  o f f i ce r  f o r  a  n ine ty -m i r r ime te r  ba t ta l i on  a r I

the t ime r  was at .  s tanford.  r ,d  have to  go once a month up to

san Francisco to  t ra in ,  which consis ted of  dummy loading a

ninety-mir l imeter  gun which wasn,  t  very romant ic .  r  dropped

out  of  the act ive reserves in t .o  the inact ive reserves and. ,

q n n - n f  - : - - ! r n  ' l - l - \ - { -  t  n  ' . , L n  - ,D v r r  v !  q - y u r r ,  t h a t ' s  w h o  g o t  c a l l e d  u p ,  i t  w a s n , t  t h e  a c t i v e

r a q a r l r a e  j f  w a s  L h e  i n a c t i v e  r e s e r v e s .  T  a n r -  a = 1 l a . l  r r n  i n+ v v v 5  w  v e ,  w q D  u l l s  r r l q L L I V t j  l - C U € I - V € S .  r  : , v L  u a l r s u

1950 when the  Korean War  s ta r ted  so  f  had to  qo  take  a

phys ica l ,  and a t  the  end o f  the  phys icar ,  they  sa id ,  , ,does

someone have anything wrong with them t.hat.  we haven,t  t .alked

a b o u t ? "  I  s a i d ,  " y e a h . r r  T h e  d o c t o r  s a i d ,  ' r w h a t  i s  t h a t ? "  a n d

r  sa id ,  ' r  l  ve  go t  an  un-un i ted  f  rac tu re  in  my l_e f  t  leg .  "

" W e 1 I ,  y o u '  r e  w a l k i n g ,  a r e n ,  t  y o u ?  "  f  s a i d ,  " y e a h ,  f ,  1 1 l

wa lk ing ,  bu t ,  |ou  know,  r  have a  ro t  o f  pa in  once in  a  wh i le

and somet imes r  have to  use  c ru tches .  "  "we l l_ ,  s tand.  on  your

t oes , r r  so  f  s tood  on  my  toes  and  he  sa id ,  ' rThe re ,s  no th inc r

wrong  w i th  you .  "  r  sa id ,  "we l1 ,  r , ve  g lo t  an  un -un i ted  f rac tu re

in my ref t  ank le,  "  and r  knew i t  because they wanted t .o  f ix  i t

a t  the end of  wor ld  war  r r  and r  wanted to  get  the hel_ l_  out .

They  d idn ' t  f i x  i t ,  bu t  r  was  wa lk ing ,  do ing  f i ne .  They  took
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x-rays and r  came back in  a couple of  days and they sa id,

"wer l ,  your  r ight ,  |ou do have an un-uni ted f racture in  your

l - e f t  f eg .we '11 -  d i sapp rove  you  f o r  r eca l l ,  bu t  we  t h i nk  vou ,d

be wise to  le t  us recar l  you because you need to get  that

f i xed -  You ' re  go ing  to  be  i ncapac i ta ted  fo r  a  wh i re .  you  m iqh t

as wel l  le t  the government .  take care of  Lhe b i l_ l .  "  r  went  back

in the serv ice on that  bas is  and went  to  For t  B l iss  and

at tended the guided miss i le  school  there and was serect .ed to

stay on the facul ty .  whi le  r  was a member of  the facur ty  r  d id

go back in to the hospi tar  and had some surgery on my le f t

ankIe.  They put  a  bone graf t  in  and repai red the non-union.

Who . . . ,

r  spent  the Korean war  at  For t  B l iss  as an inst ructor  o f

guided miss i - les.  when r  got  out ,  they of fered me my commiss ion

in the reserves and r  sa id,  "Thank you,  but  no thank you. , ,  r

d idn ' t  wan t  t o  ge t  ca I1ed  back  aqa in .

That  was go ing  to  be  my nex t  ques t ion .  who or  what  f i_ rs t

brought you to El-  paso?

The Army.  r  came here at  t .he end of  wor ld  war  r r  as a pat ient

at  Beaumont  Army Hospi ta l  and r  was ca l red back in  the servr_ce

dur ing the Korean war  and.  was sent  to  the guided miss i le .  .  .  ,
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r  had an engineering degree so r  was a r-ad,ar off icer in the

war  and had an  eng ineer ing  degree a f td r  the  war  so  i t  was

l o g i c a l  t h e y ' d  s e n d  m e  i n t o  a  t e c h n i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  I  w a s  s e n t

t o  t h e  g u i d e d  m i s s i l e  s c h o o l  a t  F o r t  B l i s s .  B o t h  t i m e s  I  c a m e

to  E l  Paso was w i th  the  Army and o f  course  r  s tayed on ,  l i_ke

so many o ther  E1 pasoans.

FH:  Whi le  you were  the  EI  Paso County  DemocraL ic  Cha i rperson,  d id

you meet  any  po l i t i c ians  tha t  s tood ou t  fo r  < rood or  bad

reasons

TD:  oh  yes ,  sure ,  r  met  .Tack  Kennedy,  spent  a  wonder fu l  even ing

wi t .h  h im in  the  cor tez  Hote l .  Jack  Kennedy,  woodrow Bean,

myse l f  and Ted Sorenson,  who had served w i th  Woodrow Bean in
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the  Mar ine  Corps .  Ted Sorenson was

I  b e l i e v e  h e ' s  s t i t l  a I i v e .  A n y w a y ,

together ,  wonder fu l  guy ,  Kennedy,

i n  c h a r g e  o f  s e t t i n g  u p  h i s  v i s i t ,

dent  o f  the  Un i t .ed  StaLes  a t  t .he  t ime.

What  year  was tha t?

K e n n e d y ' s  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d .

we had a wonderful  evening

j u s t  a  t e r r i f i c  g u y .  I  w a s

he was runn ing  fo r  p res i -

That was in

k i l l - e d  i n

inaugura ted

n i  n e f e e n  I  c l - ' q  c c o  1  q ^ n  r  a F  /  a
,  l u L  e  D s s  r  L J g W .  U E L  D

5 3 ,  m a y b e  i t  w a s  , 6 I .  H e  w a s

'  5 2 ,  w a s n ' L  h e ?  y e a h ,  t , h a t  w o u l d

s e e ,  ' 6 0 ,  h e  w a s

e l e c t e d ,  h e  w a s

h a v e  b e e n  i n  ' 6 1 .
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n r r r . i - ^  t s 1 ^ ^  F ^ ' l ' l  ^ - - - - . :  - -  ^ E. uu r rng  rhe  Fa l l _  campa ign  o f  196 j_ .

FH:  You  to ld  me  in  a  b r i e f  p re - i n te rv iew  tha t  you  f i r s t  encoun-

te red  the  Ys le ta  de l  su r  pueb lo  on  Ju l y  4 th ,  1964 .  can  you

te l l  me about  that  f i rs t  encounter?

TD: Yes.  f  was County Democrat ic  Chai rman at  the t ime and one of

the  schoo l  t eacher ' s  g roups ,  r  can , t  Le l_ l  you  wh ich  one ,

ca l led me and asked for  a  recommendat ion on a n l  a .e r . . ,  ho l_d a

Four th -o f  - , Ju l y ,  pa t r i o t i c ,  p i cn i c .  r  sugges ted  san  E l i za r i o .

D ick  wh i te  had  been  e lec ted  to  congress  so  r  go t  h im  to  j o in

wi th  me in  speech-making that  day.  r  gave a typ ica l  po l i t ica l_

speech.  Dick whi te  ta lked mostJ-y  about  of rate hav inq reached

the r iver  near  san Er izar io .  on the way back f rom that .

meet ing,  Jack sa lem was wiLh us,  he was the News Director  for

channel 4, cBs-TV. we were commenting upon t,he remarks Dick

whi te  had made about  the ear ly ,  spanish His tory  of  Er  paso

go ing  back  to  1598 .  Be ing  f rom ca l i f o rn ia ,  t ha t , s  l onq  be fo re

any spaniards were in  car i forn ia,  more than 100 years before

the re  was  any  span ish  ac t i v i t y  i n  ca l i f o rn ia .  r  cou ldn , t

be l ieve these th ings were going on in  El  paso.  He suggested

that. maybe r was the lawyer to look into Lhe problem the Tigua

fnd ians  were  | r : r r i n^  ^F  ^^ , l r se ,  f r y  a t t i t ude  a t  t he  t ime  was ,
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T , n r r i  ' i f  f  h c w ' r c  T n d ' i a n s  r - h e  B I A  w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e m .  I! v ! s l  t L  4 r r s r s ^ - s t  I

to ld  .Tack  tha t ,  he  sa id ,  "No,  they ' re  no t .  recogn ized and the

BfA won ' t  he lp  them and the i r  homes are  in  Lax- fo rec losure .

They  need he lp  despera te ly . "  That  led  to  my in t roduc t ion  to

the  T iguas .  Jack  made an ar rangement  w i th  a  fe l low named AIex

Cande lar ia  to  meet  in  Pab lo  S i l vas '  home on a  Saturday ,  wh ich

I  d id .  When f  go t  there ,  Pab lo  S i l -vas  was the  on ly  Ind ian

present  and exp la ined tha t  o ther  leaders  o f  the  t r ibe  d idn ' t

t rus t  anyone 's  e f fo r ts  to  he lp  them.  They  had been l ied  to

tha t ,  peop le  wanted  to  take  the i r  photograph on  Sa in t  Anthon-

y 's  day  and then fo rge t  them.  He had been unab l -e  to  9eL,  a t

tha t  t ime Che Gran i l lo ,  . Jose Gran i l lo  was the  Cac ique,  Migue l

Pedraza (Sr .  )  was  the  Governor ,  T r in idad Gran i l lo  was the  War

Capta in .  He had been unab le  to  ge t  them Lo come to  the  meet . ing

because they  d idn ' t ,  t rus t  anybody.  Look ing  back ,  I  sure  don 'L

b lame them any .  Pab lo  ins is ted  tha t  we have another  meet ing ,

tha t  he  cou ld  qe t  them t .here .  I  meL a  second t ime w i th  them;

no one showed up.  I  was  go ing  to  g ive  up .  Pab lo  sa id ,  "No,  r lo i

t . h e y ' 1 I  c o m e ,  t h e y ' I I  c o m e . "  O f  c o u r s e  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  P a b l o ,  I

began to  ge t  some idea o f  what  the  prob lem was,  bu t  I  wasn ' t

sure  they  were  Ind ian .  Hermin ia  looks  very  Ind ian ,  buL Pab l -o
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d i d n , t .  P a b l o ' s  b r o t h e r ,  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  p a i s e d  a s  a  C o n q u i s t a -

d o r .  S o  I  r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  s u r e  I  w a s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  I n d i a n s  a n d  I

d idn ' t  know noth ing  about  Ind ians ;  I  d idn ' t  unders tand Ind ian

cu l - tu re .  I  had no  idea what  was go ing  on ,  bu t  I  was  touched

wi th  what  I  heard  about  the  p l igh t  o f  the  peop le ,  tha t  the i r

h o : n e s  w e r e  i n  t a x - f o r e c l o s u r e .  M e e t i n g  i n  P a b L o ' s  h o u s e  I

coul-d see two houses next door with Indians in them had no

runn ing  waLer .  They  were  us ing  Pab lo  S i l vas '  water  tap  to  geL

water  to  the i r  houses .  They 'd  hook  up  a  hose and run  water

over  and f i l l  up  tubs .  I  came back  a  th i rd  t ime and th is  t ime

Mike  Pedraza and Jose Gran j - I lo  were  present .  They  bo th  were

very  Ind ian  look ing .  Jose spoke very  l i t t le  Eng l ish  and tha t

impressed me.  How cou ld  someone be born  in  E1 Paso and no t

speak  good Eng l ish?  I  cou ldn ' t  be l ieve  tha t H i s  E n q l i s h  w a s

not  good a t  a l l ;  jus t  a  few words .  That  conv inced me tha t  they

were  Ind ian  and there  was a  ser ies  o f  th ings  tha t  happened

t h e n .  I  t e l l  y o u  w h a t  I ' l I  d o ,  T ' 1 1  g i v e  y o u  a  t r a n s c r i p t i o n

o f  a  r e c o r d i n g  I  m a d e  w i t h  N i c k  H o u s e r  i n  1 9 5 5 .  I t  g i v e s  y o u

a day by day account of what.  went on and who I  contacted and

w h a t  t h e y  d i d .  I t ' s  l i k e  r e a d i n g  a  w h o ' s  w h o  i n  A m e r i c a n

p o l i t i c s .  T h e r e ' s  . J o h n  C o n n e l l y , '  i t '  s  R a l p h  Y a r b o r o u g h ;  i t '  s
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Lyndon Johnson;  i t ,  s  Wende l l  Ch ino ;  i t , ' s  V i_ne De lor ia ,  (a

f a m o u s  a u t h o r ,  a  S t a n d i n g  R o c k  S i _ o u x ' t n d i a n )  I t , s  D o c t o r

Fontana,  he  was head o f  the  Ar izona s ta te  Museum a t .  Tucson,

Ar izona.  He was head o f  the  museum and I ,d .  found ou t  tha t  he

was coming,  there  was an  ar t i c re  in  the  paper  say ing  he  was

go ing  to  be  presenL a t  Guada lupe Day a t  ro r tugas .  r  a r ranged

to  be  up  there  and r  met  h im and r  to ld  h im the  s i tua t lon  down

h e r e  a n d  h e  s a i d ,  " w e l I ,  r  t h i n k  t h o s e  p e o p i - e  a r e  e x t i n c t . , ,  H e

says ,  " . rn  1903 an  an thropo log is t  named Fewkes v is i ted  w i t .h

them and sa id  they  were  on  the  verg fe  o f  ex t inc t ion . ' ,  He says ,

r r f  c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e y ' r e  s t i 1 1  L h e r e , r '  a n d  I  s a i d ,  " W e 1 1 ,

they ' re  s t i l l  there .  r '  so ,  he  wanted  t .o  come down and meet  the

peop le .  When the  Tor tugas  ce lebra t ion  was over ,  w€ qoc  in  mv

car t  he fol lowed me down, w€ went to the puebro and we met

with Pablo,  w€ met .  wi th  Jose Grani r lo .  By the way Jose was

l iv ing wi th  h is  brother .  was h is  brother  Aniceto? what  was h is

b ro the r ' s  name?

FH:  The on ly  one I  am aware  o f  i s  Tr in i .

TD: wel l  an)rway, t .he two brothers were l iv ing t .ogether in a room

w i t h  o n e  w i n d o w  a n d  a  d o o r ,  t h a t , s  a l l  i t  h a d .  r t  h a d  a  l a d d e r

rean ing  aga ins t  the  wa l - l -  and in  f ron t  o f  t .he  house there  was
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a  l i t t l e ,  make-sh i f t  cage  i n  wh ich  a  huge ,  wh i te  roos te r  was .

r  ra ter  on found out .  whaL that  rooster  was,  he was the svmbol

o f  au tho r i t y  f o r  t he  ch ie f .  Tha t  was  the  eag ]e .  The  o the r

pueblos used to have a caged eagle,  in  f ront .  o f  the home of

the  cac ique  to  i nd i ca te  tha t  t h i s  i s  t he  ch ie f , s  house .  Tha t

t rad i t ion is  no ronger  pract iced anywhere i_n New Mexico,  but

i t  was  s t i l f  be ing  p rac t i ced  down  he re  i n  ys le ta ,  on l y  t he

eagle was a b ig whi te  roosLer .  Jose took care of  that  b i rd

l i ke  you  wou ldn ' t  be r ieve .  r  doub t  t ha t  i t , s  be ing  done

anymore but  i t  was sure being done at  that  t ime.  The last  o f

the  eag les .  Anyway,  we went  in  tha t  house and when we le f t

the  house the  wa l ls  were  r ined w i t .h  paper  bags  hung on  na i l s .

Dr .  Fontana spoke span ish ,  so  he  and . fose  were  ta lk inq  about

w h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  b a g s .  , J o s e  s a i d ,  ' , T h i s  i s  y e r b a  B u e n a , '  a n d

th is  i s  such and such and th is  i s  such and such.  He was

exp la in ing  how he used these herbs  to  t rea t  t r iba l_  members ,

tha t  was  par t  o f  h is  du ty  as  a  cac ique,  was  to  p rov ide  med ica l

s e r v i c e s .  T h e r e  w a s  a  l i t t r e  a l t a r  t h e y  h a d  a t  h o m e ,  d n  i r o n

bed there  and r  can ' t .  remember  i f  there  was one bed or  two

beds.  They  had an  a l ta r  they  main ta ined and i t  was  a  d i rL

f  loor .  When we I  e f  I  f  hara  f  sa id  to  Dr .  Fonta 'd ,  , ,We1 l_  ,  a re
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. h a q a  n a o p l e  f n d i a n ? "  H e  s a i d ,  " f n d i a n ? !  O h  m y  G o d ,  f  , v e  j u s t

b e e n  i n  t h e  f i n e s t  I n d i a n  m u s e u m  I ' v e  e v b r  b e e n  i n  m v  l i f e .  I

s a w  t h i n g s  I , v e  n e v e r  s e e n .  A  p r a c t i c i n g  m e d i c i n e  m a n ,  h e  l _ e t

me look  a t  h is  wares  and he  to ld  me how he d id  th ings .  That  i s

te r r ib le  to  say  th is ,  bu t  tha t  p ronouncement  by  a  g r ingo,

c o n v i n c e d  m e  t . h a t  t h e y . w e r e  I n d i a n s .  I s  t h a t  t e r r i b l e ?  y o u , v e

got  to  go  to  a  g r ingo academic  to  f ind  ou t  i f  someone is  a

n a t i v e .

FH:  You had no  idea,  they  were  Ind ians?

T D :  r  w a s n ' t  r e a r  s u r e ,  b u t  f r o m  t h a t  m o m e n t  o [ ,  r  w a s  p o s i t i _ v e .

FH:  what  cond i t ion ,  f inanc ia l ,  po l i t i ca l -  o r  geograph ica l  was  the

t r ibe  in ,  when you f i rs t  encount .e red  them?

TD:  weI1 ,  there  were  a  few peop le  tha t  were  do ing  a l r igh t .  M ike

P e d r a z a  w o r k e d  a s  a  b u s  d r i v e r  f o r  t h e  y s r e t a  s c h o o l  D i s t r i c t .

A t  one t ime he  was,  he 'd  been an  en t repreneur  and had h is  own

cab r igh t  there  in  ys leLa.  He was do ing  okay .  on  the  o ther  ha-

rd ,  .Jose Gran i l lo  and h is  b ro ther ,  the  taxes  hadn, t  been pa id

o n  t h e i r  h o m e ,  i t  w a s  i n  a  f o r e c l o s u r e  p r o c e s s .  J o s e  G r a n i 1 1 o ,

L h e  C a c i q u e  o f  t h e  t r i b e ,  t o  m a k e  a  l i _ v i n g  h a d  t o  p i c k  c o t t o n .

r  h a d  b e e n  o u t  i n  t h e  c o t t o n  f i e l d s  t o  f i n d  J o s e ,  f o r  s o m e

reason,  and here  he  was dragg ing  a  b rg ,  th rough the  d i r t ,
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p i c k i n g  c o t t o n  b o l e s  a n d  p u t t i n g  t h e m  i n ' a  b a g .  H e  h a d  t o  d o

tha t  in  o rder  to  surv ive ,  and.  a  lo t  o f  t r ibar  members  had to

p ick  co t ton  in  o rder  to  surv ive .  A  lo t  o f  t . r iba l_  members  were

s t i 1 I  g o i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  d e s e r t  t o  c a t c h  r a b b i t s .  . T o s e  a n d  h l s

bro ther ,  wou ld  g ro  ou t  in  the  deser t  to  ca tch  rabb i ts ,  co  ea t ,

to  l i ve .  fn  fac t  ,  D t .  Dunbar ,  the  head o f  the  F ie lds  Founda-

t ion  came to  v is i t  the  t r ibe ,  tha t  v ine  De l_or ia  had to ld  them

about  the i r  p l igh t .  He ca l led  me up one t . ime,  wanted .  to  v is i t

w i th  us .  He represented  th is  la rge  foundat ion  tha t  had ro ts  o f

money.  f  was  ex t remely  anx ious  to  impress  h im wi th  the  need o f

t h e s e  p e o p l e  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  s o  w e  c o u l d  g e t  s o m e  m o n e y .  r , d

p icked h im up a t  the  a i rpor t ,  r ,d  made ar rangements  Eo meer

Jose and h is  b ro ther  aL  the  ch ie f ,s  house and then we were

go ing  to  do  a  l i t t le  tour  o f  the  var ious  p laces  tha t  r  wanted

h i m  t o  s e e .  w e  g o t  t o  t h e  c h i e f , s  h o u s e  a n d  h e  w a s n , t  t h e r e .

r  f ina l l y  go t  ou t  o f  h is  b ro ther  tha t  he  was ou t  hunt i_nq a

r a b b i t  i n  t h e  f i e l d s ,  i n  t h e  s a n d  h i r - r s .  r  k i n d  o f  e x r r t o d e d .

Here  was th is  guy  coming f rom New york ,  represent ing  th is  b ig

foundat ion ,  a  chance to  ge t  a  1o t  o f  money fo r  the  t r ibe ,  and

the  ch ie f  was  ou t  hunt ing  a  rabb i t .  t  cou l_d .n ,  t  be l ieve  i t .  r

g o t  a  l i t t l e  i r a t e  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r  s a i d ,  , , D o n , t  v o u  u n d e r _
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s t a n d . . . ,  r r  t h i s  i s  g o i n g  o n  i n  m y  v e r y  p ' o o r  S p a n i s h ,  " D o n , t

you unders tand? we ' re  hungry . ' ,  we1 l ,  r  was  apo log iz ing  t .o  Dr

Dunbar  tha t  the  ch ie f  had s tood h im up.  He sa id ,  , rNo.  Th is  i s

f n -  - o ' ' l  F l ' i s  i s  w h a t  r  w a n t  t o  s e e .  r  k n o w  t h i s  i s  n o  h o k e v,  L r r r D  ! D  w I I q L  f  w c t

dea1 ,  r  know i t ' s  rea l .  r 'm  go ing  to  he lp  you  peop le .  r  wan t

to help you people.  Tf  he was hungry enough to go out  and

chase a rabbi t ,  ra ther  than t rv  to  mi- -  r  uv , , , r lk  money out  o f  my

founda t ion ,  he ' s  go t  my  respec t . "  so ,  i t  wo rked  the  oppos i te ,

what f thought was a horri  l^r ' l  e '-  hi nn r:urned out Lo be a

t remendous advantage.  The Fie lds Foundat ion gave us enough

money to  c lo the  every  ch i ld  in  the  t r ibe  w i th  a1 l  the  c lo th inq

t h e y  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  p u t  o n :  n e w  s h o e s ,  n e w  t r o u s e r s ,  n e w

sh i r ts .  we ren ted  a  bus  and we took  peop le  Lo ,  r  fo rge t  what

s to re  i t  was ,  bu t  we took  them to  a  sLore  and any  ch i rd  tha t .

w a n t e d  t o  g e t  f i t t e d  w i t h  s l n t -  h . i n r r  a n r  r i t t e d  w i t h  c l o t h i n q .

other things they did, they provided enough money to get.  bir th

c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  t h e  a d u l t s  t h a t  d i d n , t  h a v e  b i r t h  c e r t i f i -

ca tes .  There  was a  t remendous number  o f  adu l ts  tha t  d idn , t

h a v e  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t . e s .  T h a i l s  A  n r ^ l r l c m  w h e n  y o u  d o n , t  h a v e

a b i r th  cer t i f i ca te .  They  pa id  the  cour t  cos ts  and every th incr

t o  g e t  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  t h e  a d u l _ t s  t h a t  n e e d e d  b i r t h
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ce r t i f i ca tes .  r  f o rge t  t he  o the r  t h ings  they  d id ,  bu t  f o r  t he

t ime they spent  severa l  thousand dol lars .  I t  was very hetpfut .

They  j us t  came a long  a t .  t he  r i gh t  t ime .  Tha t , s  been  the  s to rv

of  the T iguas,  every t ime there was a need,  there was someone

the re  to  fu l f i l l  t he  need .

FH:  Why were the T iguas not  federa l ly  recognized when you met  them

in  a964?

TD:  The  reason  fo r  t ha t  was  the  compac t  o f  1g50 .  p r i o r  t o  1850 ,

th is  t r ibe was superv ised by the BIA and i ts  t rust  re la t ion-

ship to  Ind ian t r ibes.  rnd ian Agent  Ca1houn inventor ied the

t r ibe,  wrote correspondence about  the t r ibe,  wanted to  r :u t  an

rndian Agent down here. They were gett ing the same exact

t rea tment  as  the  pueb los  o f  New Mex ico ,  no  d i f fe ren t  in  anv

wdy,  shape or  fo rm.  Then a  mis take ,  d r r  acc ident  ra ther ,  dn

acc ident  occur red .  The compact  o f  1g50,  Texas  re ta ined i t s

pub l ic  lands  in  exchange fo r  pay ing  o f f  i t s  debt  as  a  repub-

l - i c .  T h i s  p u e b l o ,  o f  a 1 r  t h e  p u e b l o s ,  w o u n d  u p  i n  T e x a s ,  t h e

ot .hers  a l l  remained j -n  New Mex ico  wh ich  was a  te r r i to ry .  The

BrA cont i -nued to  admin is te r  to  the  rnd ians  up  there  and fo r

some reason they  dropped th is  t r ibe  un t i l  they  needed them fo r

some good reason.  when they  needed s tudents  a t  the  rnd ian
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school in Albuquerque they'd come down arid get rndians to go

to rndian school ,  but  they extended no benef i ts  to  them and

d idn ' t  p ro tec t  t he i r  l and  r i gh ts .  r  t a l ked  t . o  Me l i t on  Ho lqu in

and he had at tended rndian school  in  Albuquerque.  r  asked h im

why he had att.ended rndian schoor in Albuquerque and he told

me that  the pr iest  o f  the ys leta miss ion had come bv wi th  a

government man and they told each family that they mustr

con t r i buLe  a  s tuden t  t o  the  rnd ian  schoo l .  r  sa id  to  Me l i t on ,

"Me1 i ton ,  d id  you  have  b ro the rs  and  s i s te rs? ,1

"oh yes.  "  r  sa id,  "why were you the one that  went  to  rnd ian

schoo l  ?  I 'He  sa id ,  "we1r ,  t ha t '  s  easy ,  t he  same as  a l_ l  t he

other  fami l ies.  r  was the youngest .  , ,  The youngest .  k id  got  the

honor  of  go ing to  rnd ian school .  r t  was real  in terest inq

t .a lk ing to  Mel- i ton Holguin because t .hey had to ta l ly  bra in-

washed Mel i ton Holguin.  Mel i ton thought  i t  \^ /as bad to  speak

Tigua.  Mer i ton thought  i t  was bad to  carry  on what  he ca l led

' rpagan pract i -ces.  "  He was st i l r  an rndian,  but  he had been

conv inced  tha t  be ing  d i f f e ren t  f rom o the r  peopre  was  bad .  He ,d

been bra inwashed at  that  school .  wonder fu l  guy,  r  rea l ly  loved

Mer i ton Holguin.  He was just  a  wonder fu l  guy.  He had gone Lo

rndian school  because he was the youngest  member in  the
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END OF TAPE ONE, SIDE ONE
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TOM DIAMOND - CONTINUED, Tape I, Side Two

FH: what  were the f i rs t  s teps taken in  the journey for  recogni t ion

of  the T igua Ind ians?

TD: Wel ] ,  r  have vo l -uminous correspondence wi th  the BrA and i t  a l l

bo i l s  down  to  we  don ' t  he lp  rnd ians .  They  f i r s t  t o ld  me ,  wer r

we have to  have a t reaty  or  an execut ive proc lamat i_on or  an

act  o f  Congress creat ing t rusteeship and ass is t .ance.  I  sa id

okay ,  we '11  do  anyone  o f  t hose  youwan t .  Then  they ,d  came back

and said,  "The Pres ident  no longer  issues execut ive orders

recogniz ing new t r ibes.  congress no ronger  passes raws

recogniz i -ng Ind ian t r ibes.  We don' t  make t reat ies wi th  anyone

unless we are at  war  wi th  them i l  Sn no mat ter  what  you d id,

they 'd say no.  woody Crumbo,  was the d i rector  o f  the Ar t .

Museum, here in  Er-  paso at  the t . ime.  He was of  ass is tance to

me '  There was an obscure s tatute whereby rndians could obta in

lands  i f  t he i r  t r i be  d idn ' t  have  rands .  so ,  we  s ta r ted  pepper -

ing the BrA wi th  appl icat ions for  land grants  and we were iust

i r r i ta t ing the her l  out  o f  them, and.  const .ant . ly  get t ing back

tha t  t hey  cou ld  no t  he rp  us .  r  can , t  reca r r  why  r  t u rned  to

the s tate of  Texas,  but  r  was so f rust rated on the federa l

l eve I ,  t ha t  r  dec ided  to  go  fo r  s ta te  recogn i t i on .  o f  cou rse ,
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2

L l ' r : r l  ^^^^  ^ , r1 i t i ca l  con tac ts ,  f  was  County  Democra t ic  Cha i r_: , v v s  l / v r r L J U q r  U ( J I I t - c t (

man, r knew the Governor werl and knew Ralph yarborough the

senator  we11,  Dick whi te  was the congressman.  r  had Lhe

contacts  por i t ica l ly ,  to  get  someth ing done and.  went  down to

Aus t i n ,  t he re ' s  a  war  Jacke t  t ha t  hangs  i n  the  cu r tu re  Cen te r .

r  got  that  f rom Mel i ton Holguin,  iL  was underneath the p iqeon

r l v ^ ^ ^ . i - ^ ^  . i -  L . : ^  - . . : - - - - ^Lrru l ,pr -ngs r -n h is  p igeon pen and he gave i t  to  me.  r  sent  i t

o f f  to  the univers i ty  o f  Ar izona and they conf i rmed that .  i t

was buf fa lo  h ide.  r  took that  down wi th  me and some qourd

rat t l -es and other  th ings.  r  met  down there wi th  the At tornev

Genera l  o f  Texas ,  c raw fo rd  Mar t i n .  F i r s t ,  r  t a l ked  to  the

Governor 's  o f f ice,  and a guy named David spurgeon,  who was the

Governor 's  admin is t rat ive ass is tant  a t  the t ime,  set  up the

meet ing wi th  me and a young at torney Al  Minter ,  who worked for

Crawford Mart in .  crawford Mart in  came by and sat  in  the

meet ing a lso.  rn  any event ,  we ta l -ked about  i t  and evervone

l iked the idea,  that  rexas had an obl igat ion towards these

people,  buL crawford Mart in  po int .ed out  that  the s tate could

not  take over  responsib i r i ty  for  the t r ibe because of  the

Federa l  cons t i t u t i on ,  wh ich  rese rves  to  the  un i ted  s ta tes  the

so le  respons ib i l i t y  f o r  dea l i ng  and  t rea t i ng  w i th  rnd ians .
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Tha t ' s  co r rec t .  we  came  up  w i t h  t he  i dea ,  i r e I l ,  I e t , s  do  bo th ,

l e t ' s  do  two  th ings .  Le t ' s  ge t  a  b i l l  t h rough  the  Texas

Legis la ture,  recog 'n iz ing,  the t r ibe and agreeing to  assume

t rus t  respons ib i l i t y  sub jec t  t o  ge t t . i ng  a  fede ra l  b i l l  t h rough

recogniz ing the t r ibe and t ransferr ing t rust  responsib i l i ty  t .o

the s tate of  Texas.  wel l -  th is  worked.  The BrA d id not  want  the

respons ib i l i t y  o f another  fnd ian  Tr ibe Thev  were  s t i I l

engaged in  the i r  p rac t ice  o f  te rmina t . ion ,  th is  was the  he iqh t

o f  te rmina t ion .  They  wanted  to  ge t  r id  o f  rnd ians  no t  c rea te

Ind ians,  but  they took the bai t This  was a  chance fo r  them

t .o  have us recognized and have t rust  responsib i l i ty  t rans-

fer red to  the s tate of  Texas.  o f  course,  T had advanced for

Kennedy, r  advanced for Kennedy/.Johnson, during t .heir  campaign

spec i f i ca l l y  fo r  Lyndon Johnson on  a  wh is t le s top  tou r .  I  had

,  knew a1l -  o f  h isreal  good contacts in Lyndon

a s s i s t a n t s ,  w o r k e d  w i t h  h i m on advance work ,  we were  rea1 lv

we l -1  connected  in  tha t r e s p e c t .  T h e  B f A ,  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l

w i th  th is  concept ,  bu t  we had somere luc t .an t  to  go  a long

l . ) r a a c r r r o  n n m ' i  n n  = l -  F L ^ -
I ' ! e u u u ! e  v v r l l r r r Y  q L  L f t g i l t f rom the  Whi te  House wh ich  tu rned the

t r i c k .  S o ,  t h e y  f  i n a I l y  a g r e e d ,  ' r y e a h ,  o k a y ,  w e , 1 1  g o  a l o n g

wi th  tha t .  "  There  was a  guy  named , ]ames o f  f  i cer  w i th  the  BrA

'Johnson 's  o f  f  i - ce
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at  the t ime,  spoke spanish by the way.  r , - l r  never  forget ,  we

went  back to  washington for  the Federa l  leg israt ion and i t  was

Tr in idad and Jose Grani l lo ,  and Mike pedraza (Sr .  )  .  The f i rs t

n igh t  ou t ,  we s topped a t  Jop l in ,  M issour i  and r  go t .  two ho te l

rooms w i th  two beds  in  each room.  Migue l  was  go ing  t ro  s tay

wi th  me because he  spoke Eng l ish ,  so  ld  have someone to  ta lk

to '  M igue l  says ,  "Mr .  D iamond;  do  you mind i f  we s tay  in  the

other  room? Do you mind be ing  a lone?"  f  sa id ,  , ,No,  bu t  why?, ,

" w e l - l ,  t h e  c h i e f ' s  n e v e r  b e e n  o u L  o f  t o w n  b e f o r e  a n d  h e , s

wor r ied .  what  i f  someone knocks  on  the  door?  He doesn,  t  speak

E n g l i s h . "  T h e y  w o u l d n ' t  s t a y  i n  t h e  m o t e l  r o o m s  b y  t h e m s e l v e s ,

t .hey  wanted  Mike  to  be  there  because he  spoke Eng l ish  in  case

the  phone rang,  I  guess ,  I  don, t  know.  So,  anyway,  we go t  back

to washington and we were in front of  the committee. wavne

Aspena l r ,  the  most  conserva t ive  congressman in  conqress  vo ted

aga i -ns t  any  appropr ia t ion  o f  any  k ind .  He was cha i rman o f  the

House rn te r io r  and rnsu la r  A f fa i rs  commi t tee  tha t  we were

before  -  The th ree  ch ie fs  were  t ,here  and they  were  s iL t inq  s ide

b y  s i d e .  T h e y  d i d n ' t  L a k e  t h e  b a t o n s  o f  o f f i c e  b e c a u s e  t h e v

d idn ' t  want  them to  be  a t  r i sk ,  bu t  they  had the  t r iba l  d . rum;

t .he  Juanch ido  was there .  They  had taken bund les  o f  reeds  and
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bound them together  and carr ied them aLl  the way back to

washington and they sat  there wi th  the reeds in  f ront  o f  them,

hord ing Lhem wi th both hands.  r t  was the subst i tu te for  the

batons,  i t  was the i r  symbol  o f  power.  r  made my I i t t1e speech

and speel  and so wayne Aspena1l ,  when r  was ar l  through,  sa id,

rrf want t.o hear i t  f  rom the rndians . what d.o the rndians have

Eo  say?  r r  f  sa id ,  r 'We l1  ,  1e t ,  me  ask  Mr .  O f  f  i ce r .  "  he  spoke

Spanish,  who was luke warm about  everyth ing going on,  r ,ask Mr.

O f f i ce r  t o  i n te ro re r  - ' r  Sn  I  pu t  t h i s  B IA  guy  on  the  spo t .

wayne Aspenal l  is  quest ion ing the ch ief :  "Ask the ch ief  what

i t  is  that  congress can do for  h im.  f  want  to  know what  the

chief  want .s  f rom congress.  "  so Aspenal l  asked Jose in  spanish

and  Jose ' s  response  was  j us t  c lass i ca l .  The  response  was ,  "The

governmen t  can  do  no th ing  fo r  me ,  I , ve  l i ved  my  1 i f e  and  i t , s

near  i t .s  end and i lm at  peace and sat is f ied.  But  my people

need help.  "  so,  James of f icer  t ransrated that  back and wavne

Aspenal l  sa id,  "okay.  Ask the ch ief  what  we can do for  h is

peop le ,  wha t  does  he  wan t  us  to  do  fo r  h i s  peopre?"  so

Aspena l l  t r ans la ted  the  response  o f  t he  ch ie f  wh ich  was :  , ,we

need water ,  we no longer  have waler .  we need a water  connec-

t i on  a t  each  house . r ' Tha t  was  t he  on l y  r eques t  he  made ,  a
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water  connect ion  a t  each house.  That ,s  the  on ly  regues t  he

made and i t  was  jus t  amaz ing .  These guys  in  congress ,  everyone

tha t  comes in  there  has  go t  the i r  hand ou t ,  they  want  buckets

o f  money and here ,s  th is  fnd ian  Ch ie f  say ing ,  ' ,The on ly  th ing

f  w a n t  i s  w a t e r  f o r  m y  p e o p l e .  o n e  f a u c e t  f o r  e a c h  h o u s e . "  A n

amaz ing  th ing  happened,  wayne Aspena l l  h imse l f  as  cha i rman o f

the  commi t tee  moved.  the  b i l l  on to  the  f loor  o f  the  senate  w i th

fu l l  approva l  o f  the  Commi t tee-  That ,s  never  happened,  tha t

never  happens;  they  a lways  go  in to  Execut ive  sess ion  and t .a Ik

about  what  they ' re  go ing  to  do  w i th  the  b i1 r .  He moved the

h i  
' T ' 1  

v . i  - L r  . i .r r r - r r  r ' r -gnr  r -n  open sess ion  in  f ron t  o f  the  ch ie f  ,s  on  the

f l o o r  o f  t h e  H o u s e .  u n b e l i e v a b l e .  D i c k  w h i t e  c o u l d n , t  b e l i _ e v e

i t .  H is  ass is tan ts ,  who were  ar1  exper ienced wash ingLon peop le

cou ldn ' t  be l ieve  tha t  th is  c ro tchety ,  o Id  guy ,  tha t  everyone

sa id  was the  b igges t  sk in - f l in t .  in  congress  wourd  move thaL

b i l l  on  the  f loor  o f  the  House in  open sess ion ,  bu t  i t  was

r e a l .  r t  w a s  k i n d  o f  l i k e  D r .  D u n b a r  c o m i n g  o u t ,  i t .  w a s  r e a l .

so ,  the  b i l l  went  on  the  f l -oor  o f  the  House,  and o f  course  the

i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  t h e r e ;  i t  s t a y e d  t h e r e ,  i t  s t a y e d  t h e r e ,

b e c a u s e  w e  c o u l - d n ' t  g e t  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e n a t e .  r , v e  t o l d  v o u

what  happened over  there .  senator  Anderson,  c l in ton  Anderson
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was  s i t t i ng  on  the  b i I I ,  wou ldn ,L  re t .  i t  ou t  o f  t he  sena t .e

because the t r ibes in  New Mexico,  the pueblos in  New Mexico

were pressur i -ng h im not  to  le t  these people,  who were a1l ies

of  the spaniards,  get  government  recogni t ion.  so,  yarborough,

Ralph Yarborough, senator yarborough spent a whole niqht

feeding whiskey to  c l in ton Anderson before Anderson f ina l ly

conf  essed what  was wrong and yarborough said,  ' ,you can,  t  keep

these  peop le  f rom ge t t i ng  he tp  fo r  t . ha t  reason .  Tha t , s  w ronq . , ,

so he agreed,  and i t  went  on t .he f loor  of  the senate the next

day . r  go t  a  phone  ca l r .  r  was  a t  t he  o rd  Texas  Ranqe r

headquar ters  wi th  Miguel  pedraza (Sr .  )  and,  inher i ted f rom a

lady ,  i s  where  the  pos t  o f f i ce  i s  now.  r t .  was  a  1 i t t . 1e  o f f i ce

tha t  we 'd  se t  up .  we 'd  a r read .y  s ta r ted  ope ra t i ng  under  the

state s tatute even though the federa l -  law hadn,  t  been passed

which would permi t  us to  operate legal ry .  we,d a l ready gone

into an l lregaI operation but the phone number at that t. ime

was  8 -5 -9 -7 -9 -1 -3 .  The  same  number  you , ve  go t  t oday  and  t he

^ l . ^ - ^  T  - - ^ -poone,  I  was  down there  ta lk ing  to  Migue l  pedraza (Sr . ;  ,  and .

the phone rang and i t  was Ralph yarborough in washington. He

sa id ,  r r rom,  f  ' ve  go t  wonder fu l  news,  the  b i r r  i s  go ing  onE,o

t h e  f l - o o r  o f  t h e  s e n a t e  t o d a y ,  ! t , 1 1  p a s s  u n a n l m o u s l y .  y o u , r e
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of  f  and running,  you,re and Ind j -an Tr ibe. ' "  So,  the news came

at  what  was the f i rs t  o f f ice of  the t r ibe,  which was r iqht

where the post  o f f ice is  Loday.  The b ig hang-up was the other

pueblos not wanting to reward people who they thought had been

a] l ies of  the spaniards,  and r  could und.erstand Lhat .  when De

Vargas reconquered New Mexico t,here were 100 warriors from the

T igua  pueb lo .  r t  was  a  b rood - less  reconques t ,  t hey  wen t  t o

pueblo to pueblo and they surrendered., but out there in front

of  them, in  addi t ion to  the armed spaniards was 100 armed

T iguas .  so ,  t hey  were ,  i n  f ac t ,  a r l i es  o f  span ia rds  i n  t ha t

respec t .  when  they  came down  in  15g0 ,  t hey  weren , t  a l l i es ,  i n

my opin ion,  they were capt ives,  they were forced in to that .

But they had been here twelve years and when they accompanied

the spaniards on the reconquest  r  can see why the other  t r ibes

wourd v iew them as a l l ies of  the spaniards.  Anyway,  that ,s  an

interest. ingr l- i t t . le f ootnote on the problems you have on

ge t t i ng  reg i s la t i on  th rough .  Th ings  neve r ,  i n  t h i s  l i f e .

t h ings  neve r  a re  wha t  t hey  seem to  be .  r t , s  a lways  some r i t t l e

th ing that  you never  wourd ant ic ipate that  becomes t .he problem

or the becomes the so lut ion.  Things that  you d.on, t  have any

idea coul -d pf  ay a ro le  l ike the susni  c i  on of  the New Mexico
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puebl -os that  these people were a l I ies of  the spanj_ards a lmost

kept  us f rom get t ing recognj -zed.  r f  Rarph yarborough hadn, t

taken a bot t re  of  whiskey over  and got ten c l in ton Anderson

drunk,  w€ may never  have got ten recognized.

Thank God for  whiskey.

Rarph Yarborough was a fr iend of the rndians, ,John Connelly

was a f r iend of  the rndians,  Lyndon Johnson was a f r iend of

t .he rndians,  everybody,  crawford Mart in  was a f r iend of  the

rndians,  everybody that  came in  contact  wi th  th is  s tory  was

deeply  touched by i t  because i t  was real .  Here were some

people t .hat  needed herp,  who had taken care of  t .hemselves a l l

these years,  who had suf fered and suf fered and suf fered and

surv ived.  They surv ived wi th  the i r  cur ture in tact .  wi th  the

eagle s t i l l  in  f ront .  o f  the ch ief ,s  house.  No other  puebl_o in

the  un i ted  s ta tes  had  an  eag le  i n  f ron t  o f  t he  ch ie f , s  house ,

bu t  t h i s  pueb lo  d id .  r ' r r  neve r  f o rge t ,  t he  toughes t  guy  i n

the Texas Legis la ture,  what 's  h j -s  name? He was Chai rman of  the

House Appropr ia t ions commit t .ee and he d idn, t .  th ink the s tate

of  Texas should be appropr ia t ing money for  rnd ians.  He wanted

to see these rndians that  needed money f rom t .he s tate of

T e x a s .  S o , he came ou t ,  8 i 11 . what was h is  name?
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8 i11 . . . , I ' L1  t h i nk  o f  i t  i n  a  m inu te ,  dnyway ,  he  came  ou t

here.  r  met  h im at  t .he a i rpor t ,  took h im to the Lr ibe and we

we ; r t  t o .  .  . ,  t he  ex -Cac iqu€ .  . ,

Be fo re  Che?

Yeah .  No ,  Do ,  [ o ,  f l o ,  a f t e r  Che .  The  one  t . ha t . . ,

T r i n i  was  a f te r  Che .

A f t e r  T r i n i .

Af te r  Tr in i?  A f te r  Tr in i  was  Enr ique pa : - -z .

Enrique Palz.  we went to Enrique paiz,  s house and one of his

daughters was laying in bed with sores al l  up and down her

1 e g s .  r  w a s ,  i n  m y  v e r y  p o o r  s p a n i s h ,  t r a n s l a t i n g  f o r  t h i s

9uy, he wanted to know why she was ly ing there. The answer

w a s ,  ' r w e l l ,  w e  d o n ' t .  h a v e  m o n e y  t o  g o  t o  a  d o c t o r .  "  " w h y  i s n , L

she in  schoo l?  "why? we l t  she  can,  t  go  to  schoo l  because she

can ' t  wa l -k .  These sores  are  so  bad. ,  "  and he  cou ldn , t  be l ieve

i t ,  t h a t  t h i s  c o n d i t l o n  e x i s t e d .  w e  w e n t  o u t s i d e ,  h e  h a d  a

t e a r  i n  h i s  e y e s .  ' r T h a t , s  g o t  t o  b e  c o r r e c t e d . ,  T o m ,  q e t  t h a t

g i r l  t .o  a  doc tor .  "  He gave me a  twenty -do l la r  b i l l ,  , ,ge t  tha t

g i r l  t o  a  d o c t o r . ' r  r  h a n d e d  t h e  m o n e y  b a c k  a n d  r  s a i d , , , B i l l _ ,

f  ' 1 1  g e t  h e r  t o  a  d o c t o r ,  r ' l - 1  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h a t .  w e  n e e d  y o u

to  do  more  than th is  fo r  the  t r ibe .  we need you to  g ive  us  the
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b ig  bucks .  "  He  wen t  back  to  Aus t i n  and  the 'Leg is la tu re  passed . ,

we got  the money we needed.  r t  was because of  h is  v is i t  here,

seeing Enr ique paiz 's  daughter  lay ing there unabre to  go to

school ,  because she had these sores on her  legs and they

didn ' t  have the money to  go to  a doctor ,  t .hey d idn, t  have the

money to  get  her  to  Thomason.  They probably  d idn, t  even know

that Thomason would have treated. her.You know about Guil lermo,

the guy that 'd  been born wi th  a hern ia,  r ived next  door  to

Pab lo ' s  house  w i th  two  s i s te rs .  He  cou ld  ba re l y  wa lk ,  he

wa lked  rea l -  bow- Iegged .  He  had  th i s  he rn ia ,  he ,d  pad  i t  w i th

newspaper .  He ' ,d  been  bo rn  tha t  way ,  he ,d  neve r  been  t rea ted

for  i t .  we got  h im to the hospi ta l  and Lhey repai red the

hern ia and he could wark.  That ,s  the k ind of  th inq that  we

were  dea l i ng  w i th .  B i l l  Hea t l y ,  he ,s  a  l egend  in  the  Texas

legis la ture.  The most  s t ing iest  guy that  ever  l ived.  His  hear t

me l t ed .

what  ro le  d id  the s tate of  Texas p lay in  t .he recogrn i - t ion of

the T iguas?

They were very support ive. crawford Martin, and. Governor

connel ly  were very suppor t ive of  the federa l  b i r l  because

they 'd  a r ready  ag reed  to  accep t  respons ib i l i t y ,  so ,  t hey
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p layed  a  ma jo r  ro1e .  No  ques t i on  abou t  i c ,  a  ma jo r  ro le .

FH:  An  E l  Paso  Hera ld  pos t  a r t i c l e  da t .ed  March  2g ,  : -96g ,  t i t r ed

"Tigua Ind ians Pass Hurd le"  s tated.  that  the State rnter ior  and

Insular  Af fa i rs  Commit tee approved the b i l l  making the T iguas

an  o f f i c i a l  t r i be .  wha t  d id  th i s  f o r  t he  T iqua  rnd ians?

TD: wel - l ,  that 's  the exper ience r  tord you about  go ing down,  that

was the commit tee we sat .  in  f ront  o f ,  when Jose sa id,  "Give my

peopre water .  "  That  very day the b i r l  went ,  on f loor  of  the

House and i t  passed.

FH:  That  was a  Sta te  commi t tee ,  though r igh t?

TD:  Yes .  No,  tha t  was  a  Federa l  commi t tee .  That  was a  commi t tee  o f
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Congress .

How did Democrat ic  Representat ive

Ralph W. Yarborough help in  the ef fo r t  to  ge t  the

federa l  recogni t j_on?

wel l ,  Yarborough carr ied the b i l r  in  the senate,  Dick whi te

ca rn ied  the  b i r l  i n  t he  House .  Bo th  ve ry ,  ve ry  he lp fu l ;

ex t reme ly  he lp fu I .

on  Apr i l  15 ,  1968  the  E l  paso  Hera ld  pos t  repo r ted  tha t  l a te

sa tu rday ,  Ap r i r  13 ,  1958 .  a  b i l l -  s i gned  by  p res iden t  Johnson

t rans fe r red  the  t rus t  respons ib i l i t y ,  i f  any ,  t o  t he  s ta te  o f

Richard  C.  Whi te  and Senator

Tig'uas

F H :
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Texas.  What  exact ly  d id  that  mean?

TD: That  meant  we'd a l ready got ten the s tat .e  of  Texas Eo aqree

accep t  t rus t  respons ib i l i t y  and  p rov ide  ass i s tance  to

Er ibe  i f  the  federa l  government  f i rs t  recogn ized them

t ransferred the responsib i l i ty  to  the s tate of  Texas because

the was the const i tu t ional -  problem we had.  on ly  the federa l

government  courd deal  and t reaty  wi th  rnd ian t r ibes.  so the

state had f i rs t  passed leg is la t ion agreeing to  accept  t rust

responsib i l i ty  i f  and when the federar  g iovernment  passed

legis la t ion:  number one,  recogniz ing the t r ibe and number c .wo,

t rans fe r r i ng  respons ib i l i t y  t o  t he  s ta te  o f  Texas .  so  the

answer to your quest. ion is that wording was in there to

accompl ish th is  t . ransfer  which was the only  way we could geL

the s tate in  a pos i t ion where they could legal ly  g ive ass is-

tance to  the t r ibe because the Texas const i tu t ion prohib i ts

g i f t s  t o  anyone  bu t  where  the re ,s  t rus t  respons ib i l i t y  i n  a

po l i t i ca l  re la t i onsh ip  you , re  no t  sub jec t  t o  t ha t  p roh ib i t i on .

so,  we needed the federaL leg is la t ion to  make the s tate

leg i s la t i on  a f fec t i ve .  The  answer  ro  you r  ques t i on  i s  t ha t  was

to permi t  the s tate to  under take t rust  responsib i l i ty  towards

1 - h c  h r i  l . r a
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F H :

FH: Is  th is  normal ly  how t r ibes were recogni ied?

TD: No.  This  is  the only  t , r ibe that 's  ever  been recognized th j -s

way.  No other  t . r ibe 's  ever  been recognized th is  way.

F H :

T D :

Once  aga in . .  - ,

when this tr ibe was recognized., there hadn, t been a t.r ibe

recognized in  f i f ty  years.  As a resul_t  o f  th is  t r ibe beinq

recognized Lhe whole concept  of  terminat ion began to change.

There are now procedures for  t r ibes that  haven,  t  been recog-

n ized to  get  recognized.  This  a l I  comes about  because of  what

happened here.  so,  the T iguas not  on ly  d id  good for  themser-ves

in th is  po l i t ica l  process,  but  they opened.  door  for  a  rot  o f

o the r  peop le  too .

what convinced the Federal Government that the Tiguas were a

genuine group of Native Americans?

r  th ink t .he ch ief  when he sa id,  , ryou can, t ,  do anyth ing for  me,

but you can put a water tap in each house. " r Lhink that wavne

Aspenal l  dec ided r ight .  then and there that  th is  was an rndian

t r ibe.  There 's  no doubt  about  i t ,  he went  to  that  hearrncr

th ink ing about  what  he could do to  s top us because he was noL, .

Dick whi te  to ld  me he was our  problem. He turned out  to  be our

bene fac to r .
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F H :  W h a t  t r i b a l  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i h  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  q e t

the  t r ibe  recoqn ized?

T D :  w e l I ,  i t ' s  h a r d  t o  s i n g r e  o u t  i n d j _ v j _ d u a I s ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  y o u

wou ld  have to ;  pabro  s i l vas  was the  po in t  man.  He was the

f i rs t  person Lhat  r  dea l -L  w i th .  He was the  one tha t  perse-

vered,  kep t  me in te res ted  and eventua l l y  go t  , fose  Gran i l l -o  and

M i k e  P e d r a z a .  T h o s e  t h r e e ,  | o u , d  h a v e  t o  s d y ,  w e r e  t h e

p r i n c i p a l ,  o h ,  a n d  T r i n i d a d  G r a n i l l o  t o o .  s o  r e a 1 1 y ,  i t  w a s

the  cac ique,  the  Governor  and was Pab lo  L ieu tenant  Governor

then? Mike  was the  Governor ,  r  don, t  know i f  i t  was ,  maybe

Pab lo  was the  L i -eu tenant  Governor .  Those four  men I  th ink

you 'd  have to  say  were  the  readers  in  ge t t ing  th is  done.  A I I

four  o f  those were  in  AusL in  when Governor  Conne l ly  s igned the

b i l l  d o w n  t h e r e .  o f  c o u r s e ,  p a b l o  d i d n , t  g o  t o  w a s h i n g t o n

wi th  us  fo r  the  House Commi t tee ,  bu t  the  o ther  th ree  d id .

T h o s e  f o u r  I , d  s a y .  D o r a  s i l - v a s  w a s  p r e t t y  a c t i v e .  s h e  w a s  a

g o o d  s p o k e s m a n .  P a b r o ' s  b r o t h e r ,  w h a t , s  h i s  n a m e ?  r  c a n , r  e v e n

t h i n k  o f  i t .  H e  w a s  h e l p f u l .  M e l i t o n  H o l g u i n  w a s  h e l _ p f u I .

T h e r e  w a s  j u s t  a l l  k i n d s  o f  p e o p l e .

I t  w a s n ' L .  C a n t o n a  S i l v a s ?

Cantona,  Cantona,  Cantona
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FH: I t  was Cantona?

TD: r t  was cantona,  |es.  cantona gave me some o ld mi l i tarv

d ischarge papers of  the Ind ian scouts,  that .  was a factor .  That

was one of the things I carried down to Austin with me when I

met  wi - th  David spurgeon,  r  carr ied the d lscharge papers of  the

Ind ian  Scou ts .

FH:  A GAo Repor t  s ty led F,22s258,  rnd ian Af fa i rs  proposal_ to

Restore Federa l -  Trust  Relat ionship to  2 rnd ian Tr ibes,  u .S.

GAo, ,January L987, ment, ioned the rndian Tribes of Texas

Res to ra t i on  Ac t  H .R .  ] -344 .  wha t  was  th i s  p roposa l?

TD: WelL,  th is  is  the;  what  happened is  that  the State of  Texas

began to run out  o f  money.  we were get t ing ress and ress

assis tance and there were BTA programs which were far  becter .

For  example the hear th program, far  bet ter .  so,  we deci -ded to

ge t  t he  fede ra l  s ta tus  res to red ,  t ha t . , s  wha t  t hey , re  ta l k ing

about .  They ' re ta lk ing about  restor ing federa l  s tatus to  the

Ysl -eta del -  sur  puebl -o which was car led the T igua Tr ibe of

Texas at  that  t ime.  The Tigua rndians of  E l  paso,  county,

tha t ' s  wha t  t hey  were  ca l Ied .

what  were t ,he benef i ts  to  the T igua rndians in  get t ing federa l

recogni t ion?
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TD:  Federa l  p rograms.  Hea l th  i s  a  good e> iample .  The federa l

p rogram on hea l th  i s  exce l len t .  The Sta te  p rogram was hor r i -

b le .  There  are  o ther  p rograms 
" l  

ex t reme impor tance w i th

respec t  to  economic  deve lopment .  r t , s  much eas ie r  to  qe t

-e - t ! ^  rnd  ass is tance fo r  economic  deve lopment  th rough they r  d r r L : r  a  I O I .  e C O n O m l C

federal programs than there is through the state programs.

A lso ,  you  ge t  a  be t te r  s ta tus ,  t he re ,s  more  s ta tu re  i f  you , re

a  fede ra l  t r i be  than  a  S ta te  t r i be .

FH:  what  obstac les to  federar  recogni t ion,  i f  any,  faced the T igua

Ind ians  i n  198G and  l _987?

TD: fn  a word,  one pol j . t ic ian.  The L j -eutenant  Governor  of  Texas,

Bob Bu] lock.  He opposed the b i l l  because he was af ra id  that

the t r ibe was going to  engage in  gaming act iv i t ies.  He

ins j -s t 'ed that  there be a c lause in  the leg is la t ion prohib i t ing

the t r ibe f rom engaging in  gaming act iv i t ies.  At  h is  ins is_

tence,  RaY Apodaca was the Tr iba l -  Admin is t rator  a t  the t ime

and there was a lawyer with NARF, Native American Rights Fund,

named Don Mi l ler  and mysel f  that  were pr inc ipa l ly  act ive in

get t ing th is  restorat ion b i l l  throuqh.  Mike ped.raza . f r .  was

the Governor  of  the t r ibe at  that .  t ime.  The Tr iba]  counci l

passed  a  reso lu t i on ,  wh ich  f  ,m  su re  you ,  re  fam i l_ ia r  w i th ,

38
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s a y i n g  t h e  t r i b e  d o e s n ' t  w o n ' t ,  t o  g a m b l e , ' h a s  n o  i n t e r e s t  i n

gambl ing ,  w i l l  never  gamble .  That  was ex tor t ion  in  i t s  rawesr

f o r m ,  i L  w a s  p o r i t i c a l  b l a c k m a i l .  s e n a t o r ,  u n i t e d  s t a t e s

s e n a t o r ,  h e ' s  s t i 1 1  u n i t e d  s e n a t , o r ,  G r a h a m ,  s e n a t o r  G r a h a m ,

wou l -dn ' t  pu t  the  b i l l  on  the  f loor  o f  the  senate  un t i l  Bob

B u l l o c k  s i g n e d  o f f  o n  i t .  w e  w e r e  s t y m i e d .  B u l l _ o c k  w a s  a f r a i d

we were  go ing  to  en ter  in to  gambl ing  and he  wanted  assurances

t . h a t  w e  w e r e n ,  t .  S o ,  t h e  b i I l  w a s  i n i t i a l l y  d r a f t e d  L o

proh ib i t  gaming o f  any  k ind .  The t r ibe  passed the  resoru t ion

and t .hen the  Senate  se lec t  commi t t .ee ,  wh ich  was the  b i l r  was

before ,  changed the  word ing  in to  the  present  language tha t

we ' re  p roh ib i ted  f rom gambl ing  where  gambr ing  is  p roh ib i ted  in

Texas ,  wh ich  opened the  door  enough fo r  us  to  ge t  our  cas i -no

go ing .  I t  was  on ly  because the  Senate  Se1ect  Commi t tee  pu l Ied

a fast one on senator Graham. senator Graham never real ized.

tha t  b i l l  had  been,  tha t  the  language in  t .ha t  b i l r  had been

changed-  He never  rear ized  i t .  The L ieu tenant  Governor  o f

Texas  never  rea l i zed  i t .  They  knew tha t  we had amend.ed the

b i l l  a  l - i t t l e  b i t ,  a n d  l r r  b e  h o n e s t  w i t h  y o u ,  r  w a s n , t

look ing  fo rward  to  a  gambl ing  oppor tun i ty  e i ther .  r  was  ius t

mad because we were  be ing  fo rced to  take  th is  pos i t ion .  r t  was
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TD

FH

TD

FH

TD

F H :

TD:

F H :

wrong

W h a t  i s  t h e  S e n s  L u c k . . . ,

P a r d o n  m e .

What  i s  the  Sens Luck  Commi t tee?

Senate  Se i -ec t  Commi t t .ee .  .  .

O h ,  S e n a t e  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e ,  I , m  s o r r y .

.  .  o n  f n d i a n s .  I t  w a s  a  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  s e t  u p  t o  h a n d l e

r n d i - a n  A f  f a i r s .  s e n a t e  s e l e c t  c o m m i - t t e e  o n  r n d i a n  A f  f a i r s .

f t ' s  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  H o u s e  r n t e r i o r  a n d  r n s u l a r  A f f a i r s

C o m m i t t e e .

r n  a n  E l  P a s o  T i m e  a r t . i c l e  d a t e d  M a r c h  2 2 , 1 9 g G ,  t h e  T i q u a s

sa id  they  wou ld  ou t law gambl ing  on  the  reserva t ion  i_n  order  to

g e t  a  1 9 8 5  b i l l  f o r  f e d e r a l _  b e n e f i t s  p a s s e d .  r n  t h i s  s a m e

ar t i c le ,  lou  are  quoted  as  say ing  tha t  , 'gambr ing  is  no t

c o n s i s t e n t  w i - t h  t h e  T i g u a s  t r a d i t i o n . "  w h a t ,  i n  y o u r  o p i n i o n ,

changed your mind and the minds of the Tiguas,,

Noth ing  changed my mind,  w€ were  be ing  b lackmai led .  Th is  i s

what .  we had to  do  ge t  the  b i r l  th rough.  we were  be inq  b lack-

m a i l e d .  A l t  o f  u s .

r n  J u l y  o f  1 9 9 2 ,  a  m e e t i n g  t o  d i s c u s s  g a m b l i n g  t o o k  p l a c e  o n

t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n .  A t  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a s  t h i s  m e c f  . i n a  t -  h o n

4 0



z

3

Governor Raymond Apodaca was removed from his administrat ive

j o b  a s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  T h e  E l  P a s o  T i m e s  r e p o r t e d  o n ; u l y  1 - g ,

L992,  tha t  you  recommended tha t  Apodaca be  removed because he

opposed gambl ing  on  the  reserva t ion .  What  a re  your  reco l lec_

t i -ons  o f  tha t  event?

T D :  w e l I ,  t h e  T r i b a l  C o u n c i l  w a s  m e e t i n g  i n  R a y  A p o d . a c a , s  o f f i c e

and r had been approached by t .hree or four gaming managers or

opera tors  to  d j -scuss  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  a  gaming opera t ion  on

the  reser \ /A t -  . inn  ea  a t  th is  meet , ing ,  f  b rought  th is  up  as

something that the tr ibe may want to look into and we had a

long d iscuss ion  about  i t .  A t  tha t  meet . ing ,  Ray  Apodaca opened

his desk drawer and brought out a whol-e bunch of let ters and

app l ica t ions  f rom d i f fe ren t  peop le  want ing  to  d iscuss  gambl ing

which  he  had ra t -ho led ,  wh ich  he  had kept  to  h imse l f .  He

s t a t e d  t o  t h e  T r i b a l  c o u n c i l ,  d t  t h a t  t . i m e ,  t h a t  h e  d i d n , t

approve o f  gambl ing  and Lhat  i t  was  a  mis take  fo r  the  t r ibe  to

even cons ider  i t  .  That  '  s  twn i  . 'a  I  n f  n t -  her  f  nd ian  l -ead.ers  ,

Nat ive  Amer ican R igh ts  Fund,  fo r  example ,  opposes  gambl ing .  As

a resu l t  o f  t .ha t  meet ing ,  there  was genera l  d issa t is fac t . ion  bv

the  Tr iba l  Counc i l  t .ha t  these mat te rs  had.  been kept  f rom them.

Th is  was someth j -ng  they  had a  r igh t  to  look  a t  and de t .e rmine
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downs ides  to  gambl ing ,  no  ques t ion  about

of

i r

course,  there are

.  Some t r ibes have

1 1

L 2
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re fused to get  involved in  gambl ing.  r  represent  the Arabama

cousha t tas ;  t hey  have  vo ted  aga i -ns t  i t .  They , re  a  deep ly

reJ- ig ious people and they object  to  gambl ing on a moral -  bas is .

The popul -at ion in  west  rexas doesn,  t  have t ,he same at t i tude as

the populat ion in  East  rexas has,  whether  you,re rnd ian or

non - rnd ian ,  doesn ' t  make  a  d i f f e rence .  rn  Eas t  rexas  i s  a

moral  ob ject ion to  gambl ing you don, t  f ind in  west  rexas.  But .

co answer your  guest ion about  the conf l ic t  that  developed

between Ray Apodaca and mysel f ,  i t  a l l  developed as a resur t

of  the posi t ion that  Ray took that  the t r ibe shoul_dn, t  even

look into gambling as an economic opportunity. you know the

r p q f  n F  i  I

TAPE ONE, S I D E TWO
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TOM DIAMOND - CONTINUED, Tape 2 Side t-

FH: You were speaking about the Raymond Apodaca incident..

TD:  Yes.  Now, the reason r  got  upset  over  that  is  r  t .hought  i t  was

patroniz : -ng.  I  have not iced that  many people,  inc lud ing

Indians/  are patroniz ing towards Ind ian t r ibes.  Everyone

th inks they know what 's  in  the best  in terest  o f  a  group of

peop le ,  and  tha t ' s  w rong .  The  peop le  shou ld  make  t . he  dec i s ion .

Now,  I  don ' t  gamb le .  I ,m  no t  a  gamb le r ,  you , I l  neve r  see  me

p lay  a  s l -o t  mach ine .  r  don ' t  gamb le .  r ' 11 -  g i ve  my  w i fe  Lwen ty

do l l a r s  and  te ' l  I  he r  f  n  . r . )  ha r r c  f r r n  h r r ir r q v s  L u r r ,  v u J  y O U  W O n ' t  C a t C h  m e

p lay ing .  I  don ' t  en joy  i t ,  f  don , t  t i ke  i t  and  I  wou ld  neve r

promote gambr ing as an economic oppor tuni ty ,  but  for  the fact

that  i t  was work ing for  o ther  t . r ibes and the t r ibe here needed

an economic oppor tuni ty .  The rest .aurant  was okay but  i t  wasn, t

making enougrh to real- ly make a dent. The pottery operation \^/as

fine but i t  never made any real money, the herb operati-on was

f ine but  i t  never  rea l Iy  prov ided the employment  oppor tuni t ies

and the economic benef i ts  that  we hoped i t  would.  We were noE

get t ing,  we were not  in  a breakthrough wi th  anyth ing that  was

rea]1y successfu l  enough to g ive the cr ibe economic depen-

dence ,  i ndependence .  we  can ' l -  donand  nn  Fhe  fede ra l  gove rnmen t
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a n d  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s  f o r e v e r .  W e ' v e  g o t ' t o  b e  a b l - e  t o  s t a n d

on our  own two fee t . .  That ' s  my op in ion .  The t r ibe  needs to

m a k e  i t s  o w n  d e c i s i o n s ,  i t  s h o u l - d n ' t  h a v e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  m a k i n g

dec is ions  fo r  i t .  I t  shou l -d  be  g iven the  oppor tun i ty  to  look

at  the  op t . ions  tha t  a re  ava i lab le  and debate  those op t ions  and

make a  dec is ion  and go  fo rward  on  the i r  own.  These are  a

sovere ign  peop le  and the i r  sovere ign t .y  shou ld  be  respec ted .

what  burned me up about ,  r  won 'L  say  burned me up.  what

disappointed me about.  Ray was that he was keeping this to

h imse l f  because he  had made a  mora l  dec is ion  tha t  the  t r ibe

s h o u l d n ' t  g a m b l e .  r ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  f a u r t  R a y  f o r  h a v i n g  d o n e

t h a t .  r  t h i n k  h e  m a d e  a  d e c i s i o n ,  w h i c h  i n  h i s  m i n d ,  w a s

c lear ly  in  the  bes t  in te res t .  o f  the  t . r ibe .  My probrem was he

was mak ing  the  dec is ion  ins tead o f  the  t r ibe  mak inq  the  dec i -

s ion .  That ' s  what .  p rovoked a l - I  tha t  nonsense we a l r  went

th rough.

F H :  O k a y .

TD:  My v iew on gambl ing  was tha t  th is  cer ta in ly  had economic

poten t ia l -  and the  t r ibe  i t se l f  shou l -d  make the  dec is ion  and as

you know.  rn  fac t ,  weren ' t  you  on  the  team when we wenc co

t . h e s e  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s .  .  .  ,
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Y e s .

and looked in to  them? The t . r ibe  under took  a  rea l  inves t iqa t ion

and made an in te l l igen t .  dec is ion  based upon whaL we found ou t

a n d  d i s c o v e r e d .  r t ' s  a  g o o d  t h i n g  w e  d i d  t h a t  b e c a u s e  r  t h i n k

we got the r ight manager to begin with and we had. the r iqht.

a t t i tude  and we d id  i t  the  r igh t  way .

T h a t ' s  m y  n e x t  q u e s t i o n .

r  don ' t .  th ink  anyone a t  the  t r ibe  regre ts  ge t t ing  invo l_ved in

gambl ing .  r f  we had to  s top  t romor ro$ / ,  we,ve  s t i l r  made enouqh

m o n e y .  f t  w a s  w e l l  w o r t h  i t .

r n  D e c e m b e r  o f  L 9 9 2 ,  t h e  T i g u a s  s e l e c t e d  T i v o l i n o  u s A  t . o
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m a n a g e  t h e i r  b i n g o  o p e r a t i o n .  . . ,

T D :  Y e s .

open

w e l . l ,

t i-on .

b e s t

what  qua l i t ies  d id  they  possess  tha t .  qua l i f ied  them to

the  t r i -be 's  gaming opera t ion?

you need to tark to the peopre who mad.e that recommenda-

You ' re  one o f  t .hem.  what  r  saw was tha t  they  made the

p r e s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  w i l l i n q n e s s  t o

spend money.  They seemed to be cur tura l - Iy  sensi t ive.  r t  turned

out  la te r  on  tha t .  they  weren,  t

shou ld  be ,  bu t  they  seemed co

cul tura l1y sensi_t ive as they

cu l tu ra l l y  sens i t i ve .  The i r

d J

be
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presen te rs  d id  a  rea l  good  j ob ,  j us t  d id  an  exce l_ len t  i ob .

There were some good proposals ,  but  r  th ink we got  the r ight

proposal  f rom the point  o f  v iew of  wi r l ingness Lo come in .

They spent a ton of money before we were sure we were on solid

ground and could go forward. They put their money at r isk at.

a  t ime when f  don ' t  know anyone e lse who would have been qui te

as  generous .  r t ' s  un fo r tuna te  tha t  t hey  d idn , t  have  cu l tu ra l

sensi t iv i ty  and we had to par t  ways,  but  on the other  hand,

they d idn ' t  lose anyth ing.  They got  a l_ l  t .he i r  money back and

interest  and some prof i t  and the t r ibe is  in  charqe of  i ts  own

des t i ny .  so ,  i t ' s  k i nd  o f  one  o f  t hose  th ings  where ,  aga in ,

i - h c  r i  n h + -  h a r d n h  t s L ^ - ^ur tE  r l v r rL  ye . r l son  was there  a t  the  r igh t  t ime.  r  keep go ing

through my memory and marvel- ing at how there,s al_ways been the

r i g h t  p e r s o n  t h e r e  a t  t h e  r i g h t  t i m e .  S e v e n  C i r c l e  R e s o r t s ,

w i th  a l l  the  prob lems we had w i th  them la te r  on ,  a t  leas t  came

in  and pu t  up  a  f i rs t  c lass  fac i l i t y ,  wh ich  has  made a  hucre

d i f  fe rence to  us  -  Thcrz  c rn f  us  go ing  and they  had the  exper -

t i s e ,  t h e y  t r a i n e d  u s .  T h e i r  c u l t u r a l  i n s e n s i t i v i t y  w a s  t h e i r

own undo ing .  They  were  used to  dea l - ing  w i th  A f r i can  homelands ,

r  th ink .  when they  had a  meet ing  i -n  f ron t  o f  T r iba l  counc i l_ ,

I  a c c u s e d  t h e m  r : f  t - r a : r - i n n  " s  l i k e  a  t r i b a l  h o m e l a n d ,  b o y  t h e y
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erup ted .  They  j us t  came ung lued ,  t hey 'had  neve r  been  so

insu l ted  i n  t he i r  whore  1 i f e .  Bu t ,  r  t h ink  the  ba l l qame was

over  when they objected to  the e lders wai t ing around.  the

restaurant  for  the i r  meals .  That  was just  so bad,  i t  was d.own

h i l l  f r om tha t  dav  on .

T h a t  w a s  p r e t t y  i n s e n s i t i v e .

Y e s ,  t h a t  w a s  v e r y  i n s e n s i _ t i v e .

Governor Ann Richards and now Governor George Bush both

contend tha t  gambl ing  in  the  s ta te  o f  Texas  is  i I lega l .  what

federa l  o r  s ta te  1aw is  i t  tha t  permi ts  the  T iguas  to  engage

in  t .he  type  o f  gambl ing  they  present ly  have?

The Restora t ion  Ac t ,  wh ich  is  the  one r  to ld  you we f inessed

some changes in ,  and the  way the  b i r r  was  f ina l l y  passed.

rns tead o f  the  ou t r igh t  p roh ib i t ion  o f  gambl ing ,  wh ich  was in

the  or ig ina l -  b i l l ,  the  b i l l  as  passed sa id  tha t  the  t . r ibe  can

n o t  e n g a g e  i n  g a m i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  n r o h . i h i f  A . t  i -  T e x a s .

T h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  t r i b e  i s  s i m p l y  t h i s :  p i c k  3 ,  c a s h  5 ,  a n d

Texas  Mi l l ion  are  cas ino  games.  They ,  re  house bank ing  games.

They a l l -  th ree  re ly  on  random number  genera tors .  Th is  by

d e f i n i t i o n  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  a  s l o t  m a c h i n e .  T h e  o n ] y  d i f f e r e n c e

between the  s ta te  games and our  games are  the  s ta te ,s  qo t
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1 0 , 0 0 0  t e r m i n a r s  s u c k i n g  m o n e y  i n t o  A u s t i n ,  w €  o n l y  h a v e  o n e

a t  a  t i m e  g o i n g .  T h a t , s  t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e .

on  March  28 ,  1993,  |ou  were  quoted  by  the  A lbuquerque Journa l

a s  s a y i n g r . . . ,

M a r c h  2 8 . ,  1 9 2 3 ?

M a r c h  2 8 ,  1 9 9 3 .

1 9 9 3 ?  O k a y .

Y e s ,  y o u  w e r e n ' t  e v e n  b o r n  t h e n .

That . ' s  my b i r thday

Y o u  w e r e  o n l y  a  c o u p l e  o f  d a y s  o l d .  r t ' s  M a r c h  2 g ,  i - g 9 3 ,  y o u

were quoted by the Albuquerque Journal as saying that the

T iguas  are  w i l l i ng  to  l ink  the  compact  negot ia t ions  ( fo r  a

cas ino)  to  the  reso lu t ion  o f  a  longs tand ing  land c1a im.  what

is  the  land c l -a im and how does  i t  re la te  to  the  ques t ion  o f

gambl ing?

T D :  T h e  l a n d  c l a i m  g o e s  b a c k  t o  t h e  p u e b l o  l e a g u e .  E v e r y  p u e b l o , s

ent i t led  to  a  league o f  l -and wh ich  was t .h i r tv -s rx  sc ruare

mi les .  Th i s  c la im  he re  was  su rveyed  i n  r ! 2g  and ,  we l l  r g2s ,

LB29 and 1841,  three d i f ferent  surveys.  r t  was recogrr rzed by

the  s ta te  o f  ch ihuahua  in  L824 .  r t  was  recogn ized  by  the  s ta te

of  Texas in  the Rel inquishment  Act  o f  Januarw- nn F.cr - r r r r : r \ .2  l
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1 8 5 0 -  T h e  s t a t e  o f  T e x a s  r e c o g n i z e d  L h e  y s l e t a  g r a n t .  r t , s  a

gran t  o f  l -and by  the  Span ish  1aw wh ich  has  been recogn ized by

both  Mex ico  and the  Un i ted  Sta tes  o f  Amer ica  and the  Sta te  o f

T e x a s ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  y s l e t a  g r a n t  a s  i t  i s  k n o w n  L o d a y ,  i t , s  a n

rnd ian  par t  o f  the  l -ower  va l - Iey  and tha t ,s  the  land c l_a im.

Your quest ion was the Albuquerque Journal said we woufd l -1nk

tha t  to  gaming?

FH:  How does  the  reso l -u t ion  o f  the  land c ra im re la te ,  was  the

ques t i on .

TD:  Okay .  R igh t  i n the very room we,re in  r ight  now there were

of  the Texas Land Of f ice,  mysel f ,  and.  Ron

Be1l  was the lawyer  for  the Land Of f ice.  .

Ma leu  Be l1 .  she  was  s iL t i ng  i n  t he  ve ry  cha i r  lm  s i t t i ng I

r i gh t  now and  she  asked  the  ques t i -on ,  "wou ld  you  I i nk . . . ,

because we were  press ing  the  Land o f f i ce  to  g ive  us  1and,  so

she sa id ,  "wou ld  you l ink  your  demand fo r  l_and f rom the  s ta te

o f  T e x a s  t o  y o u r  r e g u e s t  f o r  a  g a m i n g  c o m p a c t ? "  r  s t u p i d l y

s a i d ,  r r Y e s . r r  B e c a u s e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  T e x a s  h a d  s u g g e s t e d  i t  a n d

tha t ' s  what ,  the  Arbuquerque Journa l  was  quot ing .  The resu l t  o f

a l l  tha t  was  tha t  a  Texas  congressman accused me o f  t ry ing  to
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b lackmai l  the  s ta te  o f  Texas  tha t  we were  go ing  to  p ress  our

land c la im un less  they  gave us  a  gaming compact .  I  wa lked in to

a  l i t t l e  t r a p  a n d  r  s u r e  d i d n ' t  s e e  i t  c o m i n g .  r , 1 r  n e v e r  s a y

t h a t  a g a i n  a s  l o n g  a s  f  l i v e .  T h e  t w o  m a t t e r s  a r e  t o t a l l v

independent  o f  one another  and can, t  be  l inked.  r t  was  the

S t a t e ' s  i d e a .

F H :  T h e  E l  P a s o  H e r a l d  P o s f  r e n o r t - e r t  o n  A p r i l  2 ,  1 9 9 3 ,  t h a t

"Tr i l :a I  Leaders  had been op t im is t i c  a f te r  re tu rn ing  f rom

pre l im i -nary  ta l -ks  in  Aus t in  on  negot ia t ing  a  gambl ing  compact

w i t h  t h e  s t a t e .  "  w h a t ,  i n  y o u r  o p i n i o n ,  l e d  t o  t . h e  f a i l u r e  o f

negot ia t ions  be tween the  Sta te  and the  t r ibe?

TD:  A  change in  a t t i tude  on  the  par t  o f  the  Governor .  We were  se t

t o  g o .  r  h a d  v i s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n o r , s  l a w y e r ,  w h a t , s  h i s

name? r  can ' t  th ink  o f  i t .  Anyway,  we,d  goLten  d .own to  the

po in t  o f  how many s lo t  mach ines  we were  go ing  to  have.  we

f i n a l l y  a g r e e d  o n  5 o o .  r  w a s  a s k i n g  f o r  1 o o o ,  h e  w a s  a s k i n q

f o r  2 0 0 ,  w e  f i n a l l y  a g r e e d  o n  5 0 0 .  r  w a l k e d  o u t  o f  t h a t

meet ing  conv inced we wFrc  : l  I  qa t -  we were  go ing  to  go  and

everyth ing was in  l ine.  The next  morn ing,  the Houston chroni -

c re ,  r  was  i n  Hous ton .  r  read  the  HousLon  ch ron i c le ,  i t  had  a

b ig  a r t i c l e  t ha t  t he  Governo r  had  sa id ,  ' rN i - x  t o  Gambt inn  , r
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F H :

t h a t  s h e  w o u l d n ' t  a p p r o v e  a n y  c o m p a c t ' w h a t s o e v e r .  f  a m

conv inced persona l ly  t .ha t  she  d id  tha t  under  p ressure  f rom the

race t rack  indus t ry .  They  d id  no t  want  us  as  compet i t ion .  The

race t racks  in  Texas  were  no t  do ing  we l l ,  they  saw us  as  a

th rea t .  jus t .  l - i ke  Las  Vegas sees  Ind ian  Gambl ing  as  a  th rea t .

A t l a n t i c  C i t y  s e e s  I n d i a n  g a m b l i n g  a s  a  t h r e a t .  V e s t e d

in te res ts  never  l i ke  to  see anyone e lse  come in  and open a

s h o p .  I f  y o u ' r e  t h e  o n l y  f l o r i s t  i n  t o w n ,  y o u ' r e  n o L  g o i n g  t o

w e l c o m e  s o m e  o t h e r  f l o r i s t .  S o ,  I ' m  c o n v i n c e d  t h e  r a c e  t r a c k

peop le  go t  to  the  Governor  because she was sure  go ing  a long

w i t h  u s  f o r  a  w h i l e ,  o o  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  i t .

I n  O c t o b e r  1 9 9 3 ,  U . S .  D i s t r i c t  J u d g e  L u c i u s  B u n t o n  f o u n d  i n

favor  o f  the  t r ibe  and ordered the  Sta te  o f  Texas  t .o  negot ia te

a  c o m p a c t  t o  a 1 1 o w  g a m b l i n g .  . . ,

Y e s ,  g o  a h e a d .

What arguments were made at that hearing that convinced the

judge tha t  gambl ing  was lega1?

We hired experts who analyzed gambling in Texas and concl-uded

that.  t .he games that we were request ing were games that were

permi t ted  in  Texas .  Permi t ted  f rom t .he  po in t  o f  v iew o f  the

S t a t e  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  o p e r a L e  l i k e  P i c k - 3 ,  C a s h - S ,  a n d  T e x a s
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M i l l i o n  a r e  c a s j - n o  g a m e s .  T h e y ' r e  t h e  s a m €  a s  a  s r o t  m a c h i n e ,

no  d i f fe rence.  f t  was  tha t  a rgument  thaL conv inced the  judge.

In  add i t ion ,  we had sent  a  young man named Franc isco  Hern6nd-

ez ,  and ass is tan ts ,  th roughout  the  s ta te  t .ak ing  photographs  o f

a l l  the  e igh t - r iners  runn ing  f rom one end o f  the  s ta te  o f

Texas  to  the  o ther .  F rank  and h is  herpers  had taken photo-

graphs ,  in  fac t  they  even had photographs  o f  the  ins ide  o f

some o f  the  mach ines .  We put  tha t  together  in  an  a f f idav i t

that Frank signed and I  have no doubt that was a very powerful

persuas ion  w i th  the  Federa l  Judge because one o f  the  photo-

graphs  was o f  some e igh t - r iners  in  h is  home town.  r ,m sure  he

went  by  the  t ruck  s top  and t ,ook  a  look  a t  them.

F H :  r n  o c t o b e r  o f  L 9 9 4 ,  t h e  5 t h  u . s .  c i r c u i t  c o u r t  o f  A p p e a r s

overturned the rul ing by Judge Lucius Bunton on the legal i ty

o f  the  T iguas  gaming opera t ion .  rn  th is  ru l ing ,  the  paner

s ta ted  tha t  i t  was  an  r runmis takab le  conc lus ion  tha t  Conqress  -

and the  t r ibe  in tended fo r  Texas ,  gaming raws and regu la -

t ions  t .o  opera te  as  sur roga le  f  edera l  1aw on the  t . r ibe ,  s

reserva t ion  in  Texas .  "  Th is  made the  Texas  Restora t ion  Ac t  Lhe

govern ing  law on gaming on  the  reserva t ion ,  thus  remov inq  the

a l lowab i l i t y  o f  gaming under  the  rnd ian  Gaming Regu la to ry  Ac t .
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How d id  th is  he lp  o r  harm the  T iguas?

T D :  w e I l ,  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t h e r e ,  i n  m y  o p i n i o n ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  5 t h

c i r c u i t  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  w a y  t o  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  j u d g e , s

o p i n i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  s c o p e  o f  g a m i n g .  s o ,  i n s t e a d ,  t h e y

w e n t  o u L  t h e  b a c k  d o o r ,  a n d  s a i d ,  " w a i L  a  m i n u t e ,  y o u  a r e n , t

under  the  rnd ian  Gaming Regu la to ry  Ac t ,  you , re  und.er  the

Restora t ion  Ac t  and tha t  con t ro rs  so  we, re  go ing  to  f ind  tha t

the  judge had no  ju r isd ic t ion  t .o  hear  your  case and we, re

g o i n g  t o  v a c a t e  h i s  o p i n i o n . "  T h e y  d i d n , t  o v e r t , u r n  i t ,  t h e y

vacated  i t .  They  vacated  the  op in ion  because he  had no

ju r isd ic t ion .  see  the  rnd ian  Gaming Regu la to ry  Ac t  gave

t r i b e ' s  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s u e  s t a t e s  a n d  t h a t , s  w h y  w e  g o t  i n  t h e

cour t . room to  beg in  w i th .  The 5 th  c i rcu i t  sa id ,  "No,  th is  t r ibe

can ' t  sue  the  s ta te  o f  Texas  because you don, t  come under  t .he

rnd ian  Gaming Regu la to ry  Ac t ,  fou ' re  under  the  Restora t i_on Ac t

and under  the  Restora t ion  Ac t  you , re  no t  g iven  the  ab i l i t y  to

sue the  s ta te  o f  Texas .  "  so ,  they  were  unwi l ] ing  to  face  the

rear  i ssue wh ich  was whether  o r  no t  the  ac t lv i t ies  we were

request ing  were  permi t ted  in  Texas  and ins tead t .hey  sa id ,  , ,No,

t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n  A c t  c o n t r o l s  a n d  i t , s  b a s e d  o n  a  d i f f e r e n t

p r e m i s e . "  T h e r e ' s  n o  d o u b t  a b o u t  i t ,  i t  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  d i f f e r -
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e n t  p r e m i s e .  r t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  w a s  a  m o r e - f a v o r a b l e  b a s i s  f o r

our  gambl ing than the rndian Gaming RegulaLory Act .  r f  we were

under  the  rnd ian  Gaming Regu la to ry  Ac t  we,d  never  ge t  rexas

agree to  a  compact  and the  secre tary  o f  the  rn te r io r

re fus ing  to  s ign  compacts  on  h is  own where  s ta tes  re fuse  to ,

e v e n  t h o u g h  h e  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  d o  t h a t .  r t , s  a  p o l i t i c a r

t h i n g  a n d  s o  h e ' s  r e f u s i n g  t o  s i g n  c o m p a c t s .  s o ,  i f  w e  w e r e

under the rndian Gaming Regulatory Act we wouldn, t  have a

s ing le  th ing  go ing  except  B ingo.  The 5 th  c i rcu i t  d id  us  a

great  b ig  favor ,  no t  in tend ing  to ,  they  d idn ,  L  rea l i ze  tha t
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the Supreme Cour t ,

ou t l aw  the  ab i l i t y

yea r  a f te r  t he i r  dec i s ion ,

any fnd ian t r ibe to  sue.  fn

was

then f

n n i  r a  f n
Y v r r r Y  L v

S e m i n o l e

c a s e ,  t h e y  s a i d , " N o ,  c o n g r e s s  c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  r n d i a n s  t h e  r i g h t

L o  s u e  s t a t e s .  T h e y ' r e  s t . i l l  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  1 1 t h  A m e n d m e n t

t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  "  S o ,  t h e  5 t h  c i r c u i t  j u s t ,  a g r a i n ,  i _ t ,  s

th is  fee l ing  r  have o f  a l l -  the  r igh t  persons  a t  -he  r igh t

t ime.  Even t .h is  lousy  dec is ion  tu rned ou t  to  be  o f  benef i t  to

t . h e  t r i b e .  S o ,  w e , v e  b e e n  g e t t i n g  t . h e  b r e a k s .

W h a t  i s ,  j u s t  r e a l  q u i c k l y ,  w h a t  d o e s  " v a c a t e d "  m e a n ?

Vacated  means i t  never  happened.

O h ,  o k a y .
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T D :

F H :

T D :

F H :

T D :

Vacated  sa id  the  cour r  had no  iu r isd ic t ion  Lo  hear  the  case in

t h e  f i r s t  p 1 a c e ,  s o ,  i t  h a s  n o  m e a n i n g  w h a t s o e v e r .  I n  o t h e r

w o r d s ,  y o u  h a v e n ' t  f i l e d  s u i t .

Governor George Bush has made his opposit ion to the Tiguas

g a m i n g  o p e r a t i o n  w e I l  k n o w n . . . ,

S u r e .

what  ac t ions  do  you be l - ieve  he  w i l l  take  to  s top  the

' I  ]-CrLIaS /

Wel I ,  there  is  on ly  one ac t ion  he  cou l -d  take  and tha t  i s  to

sue us  in  federa l  cour t ,  under  the  Restora t ion  Ac t ,  seek ing  an

in junc t ion  showing tha t  the  games we are  p lay ing  are  proh ib i t -

ed  in  Texas .  That ' s  the  on ly  op t ion  open to  h im.  We preempted

tha t  op t ion  when we f i l -ed  in  federa l  cour t  ourse lves  seek ing

tha t  dec la ra t ion  f rom the  cour t .  OnIy  our  reques t  was  tha t  the

cour t  dec la re  these games were  lega l .  The Governor  fo rmal ly

announced,  when we f i led  tha t  lawsu i t ,  tha t  he  we lcomed i t ,

tha t  th is  mat te r  be longed in  the  cour ts .  Then he  tu rned r igh t

around and f i led  a  mot , ion  seek inq  to  be  d ismissed on  the  bas is

o f  sovere i -gn  immuni ty ,  wh ich  the  federa l  t r ia l  judge d id

g r a n L .  T h a t ' s  o n  a p p e a l  n o w  t o  t . h e  5 t h  C i r c u i t .  I  d o n ,  t  k n o w

w h a t  t h e  5 t h  C i r c u i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  d o .  I  r a t h e r  i m a g i n e  t h e y , l l
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s d y ,  y € s ,  w e  d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n ' t o  f i l e  s u i t  w h i c h

means that the Governor is going to have to get t .he Attorney

Genera l  to  t .u rn  r igh t ,  a round and f i le  su i t  in  the  same cour t ,

t h e  W e s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  o f  T e x a s ,  o n  t h e  s a m e  r - s s u e .  T h e  d i f f e r -

ence may be  tha t  we ' I l  w ind  up  in  cour t  in  Aus t in .  So,  we may

wind up  in  the  same cour t  on  the  same issue.

FH:  Do you th ink  George Bush w i l l  negot ia te  some k ind  o f  agree-

ment ?

TD:  r  see  no  ev idence o f  tha t  whatsoever .  None,  per iod .  He

pre tended to  negot ia te  w i th  the  K ickapoos,  bu t  a I l -  he ,s

o f f e r i n g  t h e m  i s  B i n g o  a n d  p u l l  T a b s .  I n  m y  o p i n i o n ,  h e , s  n o t

negot ia t ing  in  good fa i th .

FH:  The recent  e lec t j -ons  o f  l -998 have seen George Bush ree l -ec ted

as Governor of Texas and he now has republ icans in the off ices

of Lt.  Governor and At. torney General  .  What i f  any i -mpending

lega l  ba t t les  do  you be l - ieve  the  T iguas  w i l l  have over  gaming?

r t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  w i r l  f i t e  a  c a s e

in  the  Western  D is t r i c t  o f  Texas  seek inq  to  shut  us  down

through in junc t ion .  They  won ' t  be  ab le  to  do  tha t  un t i l  t .he

pend ing  l -awsu i t  has  been d isposed o f .  r f  we ge t  an  adverse

d e c i s i o n  i n  t h e  5 t h  C i r c u i t  o n  t h a t ,  w e , 1 1  a p p e a l  t o  t h e
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S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  S o ,  t h e r e ' s  a t  l e a s t  t w d l v e  m o n t h s  o f  t i m e

before  the  At to rney  Genera l  w i l l  be  in  a  pos i t ion  to  f i le  such

a  s u i t  a n d  I  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  w e ' d

w i n  t h e  s u i t  e v e n  i f  w e ' r e  b e f o r e  a  f e d e r a l  j u d g e .

FH:  Where  do  you see the  T iguas  1-00  years  f rom now?

T D :  r ' m  a f r a i d  t h e y ' 1 1  r u n  o u t  o f  c o u s i n s  t o  m a r r y .  r  t h i n k  t h e i r

p rob lem'  s  b lood d i l -u t ion

TAPE RECORDER TURNED OFF FOR SEVEN MINUTES

T D :  w h e r e  w i l l  t . h e y  b e  l - 0 0  y e a r s  f r o m  n o w ?  w e I l ,  r ' m  s u r e  t h e y ' 1 1

be okay ,  because we 've  been on  a  rea l  ro11,  every th ing ,s  been

break ing  the i r  wdy ,  and a f te r  a l l  the  years  o f  depravat ion  and

d iscr im ina t ion  and dece i t ,  they ' re  ge t t ing  the  good breaks  now

and they '11  cont inue to  ge t  them.  I f  gambl ing  cont inues ,  o f

c o u r s e ,  t h e r e ' s  n o  l i m i t  t o  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  b e  1 0 0  y e a r s  f r o m

now.  They  cou ld  be  wea l th ie r  than the  StaLe o f  Texas .  I

b e l i e v e  t h a t .  1 0 0  y e a r s  f r o m  n o w  t h e r e ' 1 1 -  s t i l l -  b e  a n  i d e n t i f i -

ab le  g roup o f  peop le  known as  the  ys te ta  der  sur  pueb lo ,  the

T i g u a  r n d i a n s  o f  T e x a s  b e c a u s e  t h e y ' v e  s u r v i v e d  3 0 0  v e a r s  i n

sp i te  o f  a l r  advers i ty  by  hord ing  on  to  the i r  cur tu re  and

t . rad i t ion .  My op in ion  is  tha t  Lhe surv iva l -  o f  th is  t r ibe  is  a

r e f l - e c t i o n  o f  l -  h a ' i r  d a a n  - e l i g i o u s ,  c u l t u r a ]  c o n v i c t i o n s  a n d
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F H :

TD:

F H :

r  th ink those wi l l  cont inue to  ex is t  and brood d i ru t ion is

going to  be a problem. r  th ink the major  problem they, re going

to  face  i s  b lood  d i l u t i on .  under  the  p resen t  1aw,  f i f t y  yea rs

f rom now,  i t ' s  go ing  to  s ta r t  ge t t j - ng  p re t t y  t ough .  The re  i s

a b i l l  pending to  change the b lood quantum to one-s ix teenth.

The BIA doesn,  t  l ike that  b i l1

I t  makes  more  Ind ians  qu icker  than we can.

f  know.

What single act or moment in

most important and why?

your career would you say was the

TD: I t  was meet ing the T iguas and work ing  w i th  them.  I f  t he re ,s

l i f e  t ha t  i s  wor th  wh i l e ,  t h i sone thing you could do in your

i s  i t  f o r  me .

Okay

r ,  the  n igh t  my f  a t .her  d ied ,  r  was  v is i t ing  w i th  h im and he

s tar ted  c ry ing ,  say ing  tha t  he 'd  no t  done any th ing  in  h is  l i fe

rea11y wor thwh i le .  He compared what  he  cons idered h is  fa i lu re

to  what  r  had done fo r  the  T igua rnd ians .  r  was  l i s ten inq  to

h im and f 'd  never  seen my fa ther  in  th is  mood.  be fore ,  say ing

he hadn ' t  done any th ing  was to ta l l y  wrong,  he  was a  wonder fu l

man,  d id  a  lo t  o f  good,  everybody respec ted .  h im.  r  sa i -d ,  "Dad

F H :

TD:
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that 's  not  r ight l  You've been and inspi rat ion to  everyone who

has  eve r  known  you . "  He  had  a  fo rebod ing ,  I  guess ,  I  don ' t

know wha t  i t  was .  He  d ied  tha t .  n igh t .  TL '  s  a  fee l i ng  f ' ve  had

wi th me ever  s ince that  n ight . .  So,  my answer is  work ing wi th

the T igua Ind ians.  No quest ion about  i t . .

We l - I ,  f  app rec ia te  you r  t ime ,  Tom.

Okay ,  okay ,  l e t . '  s  do  i t  .
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