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Constance Whi te
By Miche1le G.  Benavides

Ivlarc]:I  L2, 20 , 7996

I ' d  r i ke  to  s ta r t  t . he  i n te rv iew ,  Mrs .  wh i te ,  by  ask ing  you  to

share some b iographica l  in format ion wj - t .h  us.  perhaps we can

begin by you te l - l ing us when and where you were born,  p lease.

Al t  r rght .  r  canr t  te l - I  you much about  the date r  was born.

r  don ' t  reca] l  very much ( laughs)  about  that ,  but  r  was born

in  Tacoma,  wash ing ton ,  on  oc tobe r  22 ,  rgL7 .  r  don r t  reca l l  a

th ing about  racoma,  buL just  a  few years ago f  was dr iv ing

back f rom Washington and I  passed Tacoma.  I  thought ,  "Oh,

Lha t ' s  where  r  was  bo rn !  r ' ve  neve r  been  back  the re .  r  mus t

just  cut  in  and dr ive through a b lock,  or  two,  so r  wi l - f  say

|ve been to Tacoma.  "  r  turned of f  the h ighwdy,  went  down a

coupre of b]ocks and ]ooked up and t.here were the Ansonj_a

Apartments where r had my f irst picture taken; my grandmother

hord ing me in  f ront  o f  an apar tment  house wi th  the s ign

rAnson ia '  above  i - t .  so  r  saw my  b i r t h  p lace .  Tha t  was  qu i te

an  expe r ience .

t T  e n  v n r r  + -  a ' l ' l  ' n e  a  l i t t l e  b i f  a l r o r r 1 -  \ / . . \ t r r  n a r c n f  s ?r r r e  q  r ! u u r E  U I L  q l J U u L  y ( J L r !

My mother  grew up in  san Francisco.  Her  parents had come ro

ca l i f o rn ia  i n  t he  ea r l y  m in ing  days .  o r i g ina l l y ,  t hey  were

f rom Massachuset ts ,  buL she grew up there in  san Franci_sco and

my daddy was born in Denver, col-orado. His father died when

he was just  s tar t ing co l lege.  He had two younger  brothers and
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t hey  d idn ' t  have  any  way  to  go  to  co r lege  a f te r  t he  fa the r

d ied.  His  mother  was le f t .  w i th  pract ica l ly  noth ing.  So Daddy

came back f rom col lege,  f rom the Univers i ty  o f  Mich igdr ,  and

he went  to  work for  AS&R lAmer ican Smel t ing and Ref in ing]

company,  in  Mexico.  He worked in  the mines in  var ious par ts

of Mexico and he made enough money to send his brothers, one

through Harvard and one through yal_e. They became very

promi-nent  bus inessmen;  one the pres ident  o f  t .he e l -ect r ic

company in New York and another a very prominent architect,

Revel- Rickard, who designed many of the big beautiful- homes i_n

New York.  when the Depress ion came he refused to work on

apar tment  houses and those p laces where they herded at1 the

peop le  toge the r ,  ( I aughs )  so  he  j us t  re t i r ed  and  d rove  a round ,

t ravel -ed every year  to  Europe and sketched and i r rust rated

books.  He d id that  sor t  o f  th i_ng.

But  Daddy never  f in ished correge.  whi r -e he was in  Mexico

he came up to  v is i t  some f r iends in  e i ther  ut .ah or  ca l_ i forn ia

and he met my mother. They fel- l- in l-ove. He proposed to her

and she was going to  th ink about  i t .  Meanwhi le ,  he went  back

to Mexico and that  was at  Lhe t ime pancho v i l la  was causing so

much t rouble.  He was ra id ing the ore t ra in  that  brought  the

ore up f rom the mines to  the smel t .er  here in  El  paso.  And

when Mother read about. that and heard about. i t  she thought,

"oh,  ro ,  someth ing may happen to Brent .  "  And she wrote to  h im

immediate ly  and sa id,  'yes,  I  wi l l  I  ( laughs)  f  wi ] I  marry

you."  so they were marr ied soon af ter  that .  They were
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marr ied in  1916 and the Amer ican Smel t ing and Ref in ing Company

never  sent  Daddy back to  Mexico again.  They were very n ice.

They sent  h im to Tacoma,  Washington and that 's  where I  was

born .

What  was your  fa ther 's  pos i t ion  w i th  ASARCO [Amer ican Smel t ing

And Refining CompanyJ ?

I n  T a c o m a ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e . H e  w a s n ' t  a  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o r

manager  a t  tha t  s tage.  He was,  maybe,  one or  two s teps  down.

From Tacoma they  sent  h im to  Mur ray ,  Utah .  There  was a

smelLer  there  and then he  was sent  to  Sa l - t  l ,ake  C i ty .  And he

must  have been in  the  o f f i ce  there .  I  don ' t  remember  exac t ly

what  h is  pos i t ion  was,  bu t  my bro ther  was born  in  Sa l t  Lake

Ci t .y ,  my bro ther  Brent  Nev i l le  R ickard  Jun io r .  And fo r  years

he used t .o  te l l  peop le  he  was a  Mormon ( laughs)  because he  was

b o r n  i n  a  M o r m o n  h o s p i t a l .  A n d  h e  d i d n ' t  k n o w  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .

M y  m o t h e r  a n d  d a d  w e r e n ' t  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  a n y  c h u r c h .  B o t h  o f

the i r  paren ts  were  Chr is t ian  Sc ien t is t  and they  d id  no t  go

a l o n g  w i t h  r i u ,  s o  t h e y  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a n y

church .  My poor  b ro ther  to l -d  lo ts  o f  peop le  he  was a  Mormon

and when we came down here that.  was very popular.  There were

l -o ts  o f  Mormons here .  ( laughs)

From Sa l - t  Lake C i t .y  he  was sent  to  Montana,  the  smel te r

in  Eas t .  He lena.  Up there  he  was the  super in t .endent  o r

manager ,  f ' t r l  no t .  sure  wh ich ,  bu t  he  was the  head man.  We

Ioved i t .  in  Montana.  Eas t  He l_ena was a  very ,  very  smal l

l - i t t le  town.  we l - i ved  jus t  over  the  ra i l road t racks  f rom the



l i t t l - e  t i ny  town .  f  can ' t  t h ink  o f  any th ing  i n  E1  paso  now

that  compares wi th  i t ,  but  i t  was sorL of  l - ike Canut i l lo

[TexasJ might  have been a ]ong t ime ago.  They had a l i t t l -e

schoo l  house ,  a  l i t t l e  t i ny  chu rch ,  and  a  few  peop le  l i ved

there.  I t  was about  maybe twenty mi- les f rom Hel-ena,  Montana,

t . he  b ig  c i t y .  We  used  to  wa lk  to  schoo l - .  We 'd  c ross  the

ra i l r oad  t racks .  I f  t he re  was  a  t ra in  the re  we 'd .  go

underneath the t ra in  or  we'd crawl  over  the cars.  ( l -auqhs)

Of  course,  our  parents d idn ' t  know about  th is .  That  was very

dangerous .

One year  Queen Mar ia  of  Romania came Lhrough.  She came

across the country  wi th  her  two ch i ldren and what  they d id was

to  ask  peop le  eve ry  p lace  the  t ra in  s topped ,  t hey 'd  ask

prominent  c i t izens,  two or  t .hree,  to  get .  on the t ra in  and r ide

wi th her  to  the next  c i ty .  when the t ra in  s topped at  East

Hel-ena, the prace it  stopped was right. outside our past.ure of

our  house.  That  was the usual  s topping p lace,  so they asked

my father  and mother  to  r ide wi t .h  her .  we were so exc i ted

they agreed that  the two chi ldren could r ide on t .he t ra in  and

meet  the queen and her  ch i l -dren and then they 'd get  o f f  and

Mother  and Daddy would r ide to  Missoula,  Montana.  r  could not

war t  t o  see  the  p r i ncess .  Tha t  was  the  mos t  exc i t i ng

(chuckl -es)  th ing that  had ever  happened t .o  me,  was to  meet  a

p r incess .  r  had  v i s ions  o f  he r  i n  t h i s  beau t . i f u l  d ress  w i th

maybe a l - i t t . l -e  crown on her  head.  we got  on the t ra in .  There

was no s ign of  a  pr incess.  f  saw a l - i t t le  o1d brot .her  sor t  o f
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hang ing  around.  He looked jus t  l - i ke  my bro ther .  He d idn ' t

look  l i ke  a  p r ince .  But  a l - I  o f  a  sudden the  I i t t le  door

opened in to  the  l i t t1e  t iny  ba throom tha t  they  had on  those

trains and out came this young gir l  in a bathrobe with a towel_

wrapped around her hair .  We had caught her unawares and that

w a s  t h e  p r l n c e s s ,  P r i n c e s s  I l j - a n n a .  I  w a s  j u s t  c r u s h e d .  I

w a s  s o  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  ( l a u g h s )

Yo t t  f o r c ro f  a l  I  l -  hc  n rn l -  r - t cn l  l -  ha f  \ / r . l r r  \ ^7a ra  l -  a r r a l . r t .
I v v  Y v v r u  u q u Y r r u .

f  f o rgo t  eve ry th ing .  ( chuck les )  I  t hough t ,  "Oh ,  ro ,  she

looks just  l ike I  do when I  come out  o f  the bathtub.  "  That

d is i l l -us ioned me forever  about  k ings and queens and

pr incesses .  They ' re  j us t  peop l -e  l i ke  ou rse l ves .  Tha t  was  one

of  my best  memor ies of  Montana.

Another was in the winter t ime when it  snowed so much we

woul-d wai t  for  the mi lk .  The mi lk  was del ivered by a wagon

w i th  ho rses .  We 'd  wa i t  f o r  i t  t o  go  back  up  t he  h i I I  and ,  we 'd

a t tach  ou r  s leds  to  i t .  r t  was  a  ve ry  s teep  h i l l  where  i t .

went  up.  when we got  to  the top we'd take them of f  and s l ide

down  in  i t .  r t  was  ve ry  exc i t i ng .  we 'd  hea r  the  wo l - ves  a t

n ight .  we were out  in  the country  and there were just  two or

three houses around there. r hated to leave Montana when we

were senL to El -  Paso.  That  was i_n 1927 .

whv?

r  just  d idn ' t  want .  to  leave Montana.  r  came down here wi th  a

ve ry  d i sag reeab l -e  a t t i t ude .  r  wasn ' | t  go ing  to  ] i ke  E r  paso

(chuck l -es )  I  d idn ' t  t h ink .  M l r  mo t  he r  nou l -d  no t  be l i eve  the



heat .  she had never  l ived j -n  a warm place before.  we came in

the winter  t ime,  but  to  me i t  was summer af ter  Montana.  r

would wear  my l i t t . }e  cot ton dresses to  schoor  wi th  the shor t

s leeves  and  no  swea te rs  o r  j acke ts .  The  o the r  g i r l s  wou ]d

l-ook at me and think r was crazy, but to us that was summer

t. ime. Then the summer came and my mother thought we were aIl

go ing to  d ie  of  heat  exhaust ion.  (chuck les)  She would make

us l ie  down on the f l -oor  f rom noon unt i l  about  four  o 'c Iock.

she 'd  sp read  a  shee t  on  the  l i v i ng  room f l oo r .  we 'd  have  to

l ie  there.  The beds were too warm t .o  l ie  on and she would get

fans and put  them behind tubs of  ice.  we had iceboxes t .hen

and we had b ig cubes of  ice that  were del ivered bv the iceman.

she 'd put  those in  the tubs and put  the fans behind them and

blow n ice cool  a i r  on us.  we would l - ie  there and watch the

radio a l l  a f ternoon.  we had a b ig cabinet  rad io and we'd

wa tch  i t  j us t  l i ke  the  ch i l d ren  wa tch  T .v .  now.  we 'd  focus

our  eyes on i t  and hear  the radio.

Where did you 1ive when you moved to El_ paso?

when we moved to El  paso we l - ived at  BOO west  yandel l .

F lorence Melby l - ived there af terwards for  years.  That  had

belonged to one of  the smel- ter  men before us.  That  was in  a

wonder fu l  p lace.  The st reetcar  t racks ran downtown r ighc pasr

our  house.  As we got  o lder ,  we could get  on the s t reetcar  and

go down to the movies at the wigwam Theat.er or the L & A or

the  Pa l -ace  lThea te r ]  .  I  t h ink  the  pa lace  wasn , t  pe rm i t t . ed .

I  th ink they had k ind of  naught .y  movies.  ( laughs)
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r forgot  to  say th is  about  sa l t  Lake c i ty .  one of  my

happiest  memor ies was going to  school  a t  Roland Hal l .  r t  was

a  l i t t l e  p r i va te  schoo l  and  r  used  to  wa lk  the re .  Th i s  was

after Murray when we l- ived in salt Lake city where my brother

thought he was born Mormon because he was born in the Morman
l a ^ - ^ . i  |  ^ ' l  m l ^r rospr- rar  .  r 'nat 's  where my daddy taught  me how to skate.  They

had tennis  cour ts  there and in  the winter  t ime i t  woul -d f reeze

over  and they had a skat ing r ink.  That 's  where r  l -earned to

i ce  ska te  be fo re  r  eve r  rea rned  to  ro ] re r  ska te .  Tha t , s  one

of  my good memor ies of  sa l t  Lake c iLy.  BuL r  soon came to

l -ove E]  Paso-  we have so many memor ies here.  r  just .  don, t ,

know where to  begin.

weI l ,  te l l -  me about  e lement .ary  school .  That 's  probably  a good

p l -ace  to  s ta r t .

r  was l iv ing up there wi th  most ly  , rewish ch i l -dren in  sunset

He igh ts .  The re  were  the  schwar t z '  ,  t he  Moyes r  ,  and  oh ,  r

can ' t  r emember  a l1  o f  t he  names .  Edd ie  Be r f i ne r  r i ved  up  the

st . reet  f  rom us.  There were so many and they ar- I  went  to

Dudley school .  They a l - l  had a dr iver .  Mrs.  schwartz  sor t  o f

ran everything in the neighborhood and they had a driver wit.h

a great  b ig  cab.  r t  had r -ot .s  of  room in i t  .  one of  those

great huge automobiles. They wour-d come around and pick us

al l  up and take us up to  Dudley school  in  Kern p lace.  At  that

t ime Kern Pl -ace was on the edge of  town.  r t  was the very last

b i t  o f  c i v i l i za t i on  i n  E l  paso  on  tha t  s ide .  They  wou ld  take

us up and br ing us home and at  t imes our  parents would dr ive
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too .  But  they  d idn ' t  have au tomobi les  la rge  enough to  ho ld

while we were growing up, the years we spent there r was

a member of  t .he sunset  Heights  Reading c lub.  Mrs.  schwartz

star t .ed a reading crub at .  her  house down on prospect  Avenue.

There was Herbert and Al-bert, that we cal_red sunshine and

sis ter .  r  th ink her  name was Francis .  (chuck l_es)  we were

inc l -uded.  My brother  and r  were inc luded in  the reading c l -ub.

r t  t .urned out  we were the only  gent i les that  be longed to i t

and r  was the pres ident  o f  i t  for  severa l  years.  we would

meet  there on sat .urday n ights  whi le  our  parents would go ouc

par ty ing wi t .h  the schwartz '  and any others in  t .he

ne ighborhood .  The  McMichae ls '  f i ved  up  the re  and  the  Moyes ,

Ereanor  cot ton l - ived there too.  They woul -d a l l_  go out  to

d inner  and dancing.  Meanwhi le ,  werd be t .aken care of  .  we

werenr t  out  on the s t reet .s  causing t roubl_e.  (chuckl_es)  we

weren ' t .  in  gangs.  They had a wonder fu l -  woman,  o lga.  They

cal led o lga.  she was f rom Germany,  r  be l i -eve,  and she wou]d

sor t  o f  d i rect  us.  Mrs.  schwartz  would order  wonder fu l_

books. . .  very good books f or young people. we woul_d t.ake rurns

reading them. r  th ink that  he lped our  reading,  the reading

for  a l l  o f  us,  more than anyth ing.  we wour-d take rurns

reading the books and then af ter  an hour  or  so we woul_d break

for  re f reshments.  we'd have someth ing good to eat  and then

we'd p lay games.  we had so much fun.  About  that  t ime,  about

ten o 'c l -ock or  ereven,  the parents wou]d come t ro get  us and
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w e ' d  g o  h o m e .

W e l I ,  t h a t  w a s  a n  e a r l - y  n i g h t  f o r  t h e m ,  w a s n , t  i t ?

That  was ear ly .  r 'm beg inn ing  to  wonder .  They  cou l_dn ' t  have

come home tha t  ear ly  o r  we cou ldn ' t  have s tayed tha t  ra te .  r

don ' t  know jus t  how we managed i t .  Maybe they  had a

housekeeper  a t  my house and someone took  us  home.  r  don ' t

remember .

B : When they wenl out on the

border?  Or  wou ld  they  s tay

somewhere?

weekends woul-d they cross the

here  in  E l  Paso and have d inner

W: r th ink they would s tay here and go to  each other 's  home for

d inner .  r  don ' t  be l ieve they crossed the border  very much

because r  remember them coming to  our  house for  d inner .  r

would sneak down the s ta i rs  and watch t .hem. r  wou]d decide

who r  l iked and which dresses r  l iked.  Then |d  wr i te  my

mot.her  l i t t le  notes (chuckl -es)  te l l ing her  how pret ty  she

]ooked  and  how much  I  l i ked  he r .  he r  r l r ess  and  so  fo r th .  f  ' d

write my daddy a note and say that he was the handsomest man

in t .he whole l iv ing room. we d id th is  unt i l  we got  up in to

our  teens and rhon r  t -h ihk/  Mrs.  Schwartz  began 1o worry  a

l - i t t l -e  b i t  because our  games began to turn to  post  o f f ice

( l augh te r )  and  games  l - i ke  tha t .  r  t h ink  she  was  a  l i t t l e

worr ied about  her  son,  Herber t ,  because Herber t  and r  k ind of

wore each others r ings.  r  had to  g ive h is  back at .  a  cer ta in

s tage .  H is  was  a  beau t i f u l -  go ld  s igne t  r i ng .  r  d idn ' t  have

a r ing that  r  could g ive h im,  so r  had one of  mr,
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grandmothe r t s ,  a  l i t t r e  t o r to i se  she11  r i ng ,  and  he  b roke

tha t .  I  neve r  qo t  t ha t  back .

So you were sweet on each other?

we  were .  we  had  a  c rush  on  each  o the r .  Bu t  Mrs .  schwar t z ,

she  was  be ing  ve ry  ca re fu l .

Meanwhi l -e  r  went  f rom Dudley to  Radford because r 'd  had

an emergency appendectomy. My mother thought i t  woul_d be more

rest fu l -  out  there.  r  coul -d rest  a f  ter  lunch and in  between

classes.  r  was very upset  and sa id r  d id  not  want  to  leave

Dudley.  she sa id r  coufd go back and be in  Er  paso High next

yea r .  r  cou ld  do  tha t  i f  r  wan ted  to ,  bu t  r  l i ked  i t  so  much

out  aL Radford.  They had such wonder fu l -  teachers.

Do you remember the names of  some of  your  teachers?

oh ,  dea r .  The re  was  M iss  La t imer  ou r  span ish  teacher ,  Mrss

McMenomy- she was the f i rs t .  one to  teach me how to cook-  and

Edna Browning cook,  my Engl ish teacher .  she was fantast ic .

r  s t i l l  remember where she l - ived on Montana st reet .  she l_ ived

right across the side street from where Martha .fane Latham

f ived,  r ight  out  near  F ive points .  Miss cook was such a

per fect . ion is t  and she taught  me to wr i te .  she inspi red me to

wr i te  beaut i fu l ly  and r  th ink that  was the reason r  d id  wel l

i n  co l l ege .  r  w ro t .e  a  thes i s  f o r  g radua t ion  and  my  p ro fesso r

sa id  i t  was  the  equ iva ren t  o f  a  mas te r ' s  t hes i s  f o r  a  bache ]o r

o f  a r t s .  r  c red i t  M iss  cook  fo r  a l - l  o f  t ha t . .  she  was  Jusc

wonder fu l - -  oh,  there were so many good teachers.  Dr .

Temp l in . . . Luc inda  de  Le f tw ich  came to  Rad fo rd .  you  had  to

B
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l . r a h r r r a  ' i  €  - ' ^ ' r  d - F  . :  - .  L ' L - ^  l ',Jcr . rcrvc r r  y( )u sat  in  the d in ing room aL l_unch.  ( laughs)  I f

you sat at her tabl-e you coul_d not put your elbows on the

tabl-e and you had to do everything properfy. rt  was a very

wonder fu l  exper ience and I  1oved i t .

what  type of  subjects  d id  you take,  bes ides Engl ish and Math?

At  Radford? wel l - ,  the ones that  were requi red.  r  s tud ied

Span ish .  M iss  La t imer  Laugh t .  us  Span ish ,  (pause )  j us t  t he

normal-  th ings that  we had to take.  And,  of  course,  we p layed

baske tba l - l .  They  had  a  g i r l ' s  baske tba t l _  team and  r  p layed  on

tha t .  we  p layed  o the r  g i r r ' s  t . eams  a t  o the r  h igh  schoo ls .

Tha t  was  fun .  so  i l ve  a lways  been  in te res ted  i n  baske tba l l .

r  s t i I l  go t .o  the urEp basketbal r -  games,  but  i t  was su i te

d i f f e ren t  t hen .

Were you involved in any clubs there?

No,  we d idn ' t  have any c l -ubs.  r t  was a very smal l  school_.

Thj -s  was dur ing the Depress ion and i t  a lmost  c l_osed at  the

t ime Dr.  Templ in  came.  My father  became involved.  He was

int .erested in  i t  and he got  the businessmen in  El  paso to

suppor t  t he  schoo l -  and  to  con t r i bu te ,  l i ke  Mr .  Basse t t  and  Mr .

McAfee.  A lo t  o f  prominent  bus inessmen helped the schoo]  out

unt i ]  Dr .  Templ in  got  the Radfords back in  s t .  Louis  to  take

it over and they support.ed the school from then on. But i t

was dwindling and we had one boarder, Bernadine McKay, from

Zaca tecas .  she ' s  now Bern ie  Thomas ,  Mrs .  Remus  Thomas .  she

spent  fo ts  of  t ime wi th  us because she was t .he only  board ing

st .udent ,  so she was a lone.  The school -  managed to s tay ar ive.
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There were seven in our graduat ing cIass. We had May Fate and

a I I  o f  t h o s e .  I  j u s t  l o v e d  i t  a l l .

Who was your best f r iend in those years whi le you were at

Radford?

WeI l ,  f  guess  i t  had t .o  be  Bern ie  Thomas.  She was a  very

c l o s e  f r i e n d .  S h e  s p e n t .  l o t s  o f  t i m e  a t  o u r  h o u s e .  I  w i l - I

say  I  m issed a l l -  o f  the  o thers  in  the  ne ighborhood t .ha t  went

to  E}  Paso H igh .  We got  a  l i t t l -e  b i t  apar t  then.  And then i t

was  no t  long  be fore  we a l l  went  o f f  to  co I lege,  bu t  now when

w e  a I I  g e t  b a c k  t o g e t h e r  i t ' s  j u s t  a s  i f  w e ' d  n e v e r  b e e n

a p a r t .

The same read inq  c lub?

Y e s .  T h e  s a m e  r e a d i n g  c l u b .  A n d  A d e l a i d e  M o y e  i s  n o w  M r s .  A 1

Ratner  and we jus t  have so  much to  remember  when we see each

o t h e r  i t ' s  a s  i f  w e  w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s a m e  f a m i l y .  W e  h a v e  s o

m a n y  m e m o r i e s .  ( l o n g  p a u s e )

Oh,  I  want .ed  to  say  what  a  wonder fu l  in f luence my fa ther

was in  my l i fe .  He d id  so  much fo r  me.  f  remember  the  f i rs t

t ime when we were down here. I  was about ten years ol-d. We

r r c a d  r - n  n a  a r r t - .  1 6  L a , J o l ] _ a  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  t - i  m e  M w  m r r l - h e r  i r r s fv v r l q  ! l l  u r l s  D U l t t l l l g !  L I l l l E .  r ' l - y  t t t v L l I ( - !  J  U D U

thought  we were  a l l  go ing  to  d ie  o f  heat .  she  courd  no t .  s tand

to  be  here  the  en t i re  summer ,  so  we wou]d  go  ou t  to  La  Jo l - la

a n d  r e n t  a  l i t . t r e  h o u s e  o n  t h e  c o a s L  .  r t  w a s  a l - l  v e r y  q u i e t .

There  weren ' t  very  many peop le  ou t  there .  we had fun  and made

f r iends .  Then we 'd  come home.  one t ime someth ing  h i t  me and

r  began t .o  th ink  about  dy ing .  r  don ' t  what  i t  was ,  whether  i t
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was something at school or maybe i t  was when my grandmother

d ied .  My grandmother  l - i ved  w i th  us  there ,  my mother 's  mother ,

fo r  a  number  o f  years .  r  was  so  wor r ied  about  i t  and  r  ta lked

to  my dad.  I  cou ld  a lways  ta lk  to  Daddy.  I  was  a f ra id  to

mention i t  to anyone else. f  remember we had two bat.hrooms.

Mother  and Daddy 's  ba throom had a  ba th t .ub  in  i t  w i th  a  shower .

That  was a  brand new th ings  in  those days ,  ( laughs)  the  l i t t le

shower. The bat.hroom that my brot.her and r shared on the

o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  h a l l w a y  d i d n ' t .  h a v e  a  b a t h t u b .  r t  j u s t  h a d

a  l i t t l e  s h o w e r .  S o ,  r  r e m e m b e r e d  t a k i n g  a  b a t h  o n e  n i g h t  i n

Mother  and Daddy 's  ba throom and r  sa t  t .here  and r  beqan to

cry. Daddy heard me. He came in and sat down on the one seatr

ava i lab le  ( laughs)  and he  asked me what .  was  bo ther ing  me.  And

I  sa id ,  "Oh,  Daddy what  i s  go ing  to  happen? I  don ' t  want  to

d i e .  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  y o u  t o  d i e  o r  m y  b r o t h e r . n  H e  s a i d  f c . r  m e

"conn ie ,  do  you remember  a l l  those peop le  you p layed w i th  a t

the  La  Jo l - Ia  beach las t  summer  and a l l  the  fun  you had w i t .h

them? You know a l - I  those peop le  a re  go ing  to  be  in  the  same

p r a c e  t h a t  w e  a r e .  w e  a r l  g o  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s ,  b u t  w e , r e

a r l  g o i n g  t o  b e  t o g e t h e r . ' t  r h a L  c o m p r e t e l y  c h e e r e d  m e .  r

never  wor r ied  about  i t  aga in .  r ' l -1  never  fo rge t  tha t ,  how

with just a few words he managed to reach me and to do away

with that worry and anxiety about us being separated, and. never

see i -ng  each o ther .  F rom then on  r  jus t  never  fo rgo t  tha t .

End o f  Tape t ,  S ide  A
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Beginning of Tape L, Side B

w: r  remember another  t ime s i t t ing at  the foot  o f  a  s ta i rway in

Sal t  Lake Ci ty  and Daddy ta lk ing to  me about .  someth ing that

was bother ing me.  He never  wai ted for  the proper  t ime and

just  sat  me down in  the l iv ing room or  someth ing.  He a lways

managed to get  me at  just  exact ly  the t ime somet .h ing was

bothering me and tal-k to me very simpry about i t  and

stra ighten everyth ing out .  He was such a help,  a  wonder fu l_

in f l uence .  Peop le  o f ten  ask  me  why  r  don ' t  r i ke  women ,s

organizations and why f avoid l-uncheons and things l- ike t.hat

wi th  lo ts  of  women.  I  say f  'm much more comfor tab l -e around

men.  And when f  s top and th ink of  a l l  the boards that  f 've

served on and a l - l  the th ings lve done here in  EI  paso they 've

al - I  been mixed groups.  I  was forced in to the . fun ior  League

when I  got  out  o f  co l lege (chuckles)  and I  went  through that .

That  was a very good learn ing exper ience.  r t  taught  me a l -o t

about serving on committees and working for organizations and

being a vo l -unteer  and how to work wel r  in  the communi tv .  r

apprec iate that  more than r  can say,  but  r  never  enjoyed just

pal l ing around wi th  g i r ls  and women.  I  a lways preferred mixed

groups.  I  even fe l t  very comfor tab le just  around boys or  men.

I ' ve  dec ided ,  yea rs  l - a te r ,  i t  mus t  have  been  because  o f  my

father  because he d id so much wi th  us.  r  had - iust  one

brother,  f f iy young'er brother. Daddy taught us to do

every th ing .  He taught  us  to  ska te ,  to  r ide  b icyc les ,  and to
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r i d e  h o r s e s .  H e  t o o k  u s  h i k i n g .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  i t ;  I  j u s t

became accustomed to doing things with my brother and my dad.

To this day I  feel  more comfortable in mixed company than I  do

wi th  a  lo t  o f  women.  I  sor t  o f  f reeze up  and don ' t  ta lk  much.

I  w a n t  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e r e .  I  f e e l  l i k e  f ' m  i n  a  c h i c k e n  c o o p

or  someth ing .  ( laughs)

Mrs .  Whi te ,  cou ld  you descr ibe  your  fa ther  to  me? Whac was

h i  c  n h r r c i  a : l  i n n a : r a n a a ' )

W e ] I ,  I  u s e d  t o  t h i n k  o f  h i m  a s  b e i n g  t a l l _ ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  h e  w a s

sor t  o f  med ium he igh t  and very  good look ing ,  very  handsome.

Y o u ' d  h a v e  t O  a a o  r  n i n + - r r l g  O f  h i m .  H e ' S  j u s t  w O n d e r f u l

l o o k i n g .

Who do you get the color ing of your eyes from, your father or

your mother?

You know,  I  don ' t  remember .

IJ
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T h a r r  t  r a  :  n r a l -  i -  r r  l . r - l  r r a*  - t / r e u e l  v r u v  r

T  i r r s f  d o n I t  r e m e m b e r .

t hey ' re  s to re  bough t  eyes

A r a  l -  h a r z ?
u r r e l  .

WeIl,  maybe I  should admit that

i f  
' l  

^ " ^ l ,  F ^ - \
\  r q u Y r r L E r  /

No, when r  was about .  for ty  years oId r  developed cataract .s  and

had to have surgery.  At  t .hat  t ime they had no implants .  r

had  to  wear  con tac ts  and  I 'm  s t i 1 l  wear ing  the  da rn  con tac ts .

They ' re  a  beau t i f u l  co lo r !

r  found the most  wonder fu l  opt .ometr is t  who f i t ted them

beau t i f u l l y .  A t  f i r s t  r  had  a  ha rd  t . ime .  r , d  ge t  ou t  on  the

tennis  cour t .  and miss the tennis  bal l  comn' le f  e l r . '  Thev - . i  usf
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weren' t  r ight  for  everyLhing.  This  Doccor  Ray Emory managed

to  ge t  a  pe r f ec t ,  j us t  a  pe r f ec t ,  f i t  f o r  me .  He ' s  been  do ing

i t  ever  s ince and r  don ' t  know what  lm going to  do when he
r c l - i  r a c  / ^ h " - ' l - ' l  ^ ^ \  T  I! vL r !up .  \ c l ruc r ( r -es /  I 'Ve  Orde red  twO ex t ra  pa i f  hOp ing

they ' l - l -  last .  me t .he rest  o f  my l i fe ,  but  he has managed to f i t

them so that  f  have twenty- twenty v i -s i_on d is tance wise and r

can now read the paper  wi thout  put t ing on reading g lasses.

Tha t ' s  wonde r fu l .

so r  don ' t  know how he managed that ,  but  he was able to  do i t .

So  tha t ' s  why  I  have  such  p re t t y  b l_ue  eyes .  They , re  t i n ted
just  s l ight ly .  r  found that  r  lost  them when r  wourd go on

t.r ips and be in strange bathrooms. r would drop one and r

cou l -dn ' t  f i nd  i t  i f  i t  was  c rea r .  r t .  wour_d  j us t  d i sappear  and

I ' d  have  to  f i nd  ano the r  one .  They  have  to  be  t i n ted  s l i gh t l y

for  me to f ind them when I  drop them. ( laughs)

Can you te l l_  me a I i t t le  b i t  about  your  mother?

My dad was a very outdoors sort of person. He roved t.o do

th ings out  o f  doors and my mother  was a dainty  lady l ike l i t . t l -e

housewi- fe .  She was very happy stay ing at  home tak ing care of

the house and making the crothes and cooking the mear_s whi le
Daddy took us of f  on jaunts in  the country .  Mother  grew up in
San Francisco and i t  was dur ing a very hard t ime.  Her  fa ther

was a,  r  ber ieve you wourd ca l r -  h im a gra in merchant .  He had

a business and h is  wi fe  was a sor t  o f  a  s tay-at -home mother ,

too.  My mother  was just  very,  very beaut i fur  and she rooked

elegant  when she dressed up.  she a lways d id the r ight  th ing
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and taught us the right manners. r know she expected me to be

the same sort of person and r turned out to be a tomboy.

(chuckles)  They were both just  wonder fu l .  My fa ther  d ied

about  1951.  He had developed cancer  and. ,  r  guess,  that  must

have been f rom his  work around the mines and the smel- ter .  f

can r t  t h ink  o f  any th ing  e l - se .  r t  s ta r ted  i n  h i s  mou th .  He

smoked p ipes and c igars,  so that  must  have star ted i t .  Then
' i  I  i r r s l -  r ^ rFnJ -  : l  I  t -  h rn ' , ^1 -  ! , . i+ u  J U D L  w s r r u  q r r  L r r r L . , u g r r  r r r m .  H e  w a s  v e r y  s t . o i c  a b o u t  i t  a l ] - .

He endured i t .  He never  compla ined.  Af ter  we were marr ied in

1938  I  haven , t  gone  th rough  a l l  t ha t .

We '1 l  have  t . o  back  up .

we' I l  have to  back up and do i t .  Af ter  we marr ied he was

transferred f rom the smel- ter  here to  Tucson,  Ar izona.  He

s tayed  the re  un t i l -  ( pause )  he  d ied  i n  t 19 l  51 .

I  d i dn ' t  ask  you  t o  t e l l  me  h i s  name .

His name was Brent  Nevel  Rickard.  My mother  was Edi th  cut t .er

Rickard.  The cut ter  fami ly  had been in  san Franci_sco for  a

number of  years.  They had or ig inar ly  come f rom the east ,  f rom

Massachuset ts .  My fat .her  had a d is tant .  cousin who has wr i t ten

qui te  a few books on min i -ng and meta l rurgy.  r  can ' t  th ink of

h is  f i rs t  name now. His  name was Rickard and very wer_r  known.

Bu t  t ha t  was  a  l ong  t ime  ago  i n  the  ea r l y  19OOs.

We l - I ,  1e t  '  s  back  up  a  b i c

at . tending school  a t  Radford.

You were te l l ing me about

Y e s .  R a d f o r d  m a n a g e d  t o  s t a y  o p e n  w i t h  t h e  R a d f o r d s ,  f r o m  s t .

Lou is  back ing  i t .  r  met  a  young g i r l ,  Jacque l ine  Brown,  whose



fa ther  was work ing  here .  r  th ink  he  was w i th  the  Border

Tobacco company.  They  were  jus t  here  a  year  o r  so  and then

t h e y  m o v e d  b a c k  t o  t h e i r  h o m e  i n  p a s a d e n a  [ c a l i f o r n i a ] .  s h e

t .a lked  me in to  coming ou t  to  sc r ipps  co l lege in  c la remonc,

wh ich  was a  brand new women 's  co l lege,  a  par t  o f  the  Craremont

Co l lege sys tem.  There  was pomona co l lege and c l_aremont  Men 's

Co l lege and maybe one or  two o thers .  So f  sa id . ,  , rWeI I ,  f  ine .

|d  l -ove  to  do  tha t .  "  r  app l ied  and was accept .ed .  Meanwhi le

Jack ie  dec ided she wanted  to  go  t .o  s tan ford  and she went .

s tan ford  was my f i rs t  cho ice .  r  wanted  to  go  to  s tan ford .  so

r  went  to  sc r ipps  and d idn ' t  know one s ing le  sou l ,  bu t  r  loved"

i t  o u t  t h e r e .

B :

W :

What did you study?

They had the most  wonder fu l  professors.  I

human i t i es .  r  don ' t  know  i f  t ha t ' s  s t i l r  poss ib l e

m : i n r a . l  i -r r r u J  v 4  v v  l l t

in  th is  day

B :
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and  age  to  ma jo r  i n  such  a  th ing  as  tha t . .  r  l oved  i t .  we  had

Dr. wil-ber K. .Tordan, who had just come back from oxford and

we  had  Dr .  Da r ,  who  was ,  r  be l i eve ,  a  p resby t ,e r i an  m in i s te r .

He  taugh t  a l l  t he  re l i g ion  cou rses .  oh ,  f  was  j us t  f asc ina ted .

w i th  eve ry th ing  f  s tud ied .

Were  the  c lasses  co -ed?

No .  r t  was  a  women 's  co l rege  and  we  had  fou r  do rm i to r i es .

They a l l  had around for ty  g i r ls  in  them. r t  was a very sma1l

co l lege.  r  had t .he fee l ing that  th ings were k ind of  rough

wi th my parents.  r t  was dur ing the Depress i -on years.

Meanwhi le ,  my mother  and dad had moved to the smerter  f rom g0o
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west  Yandel l .  They had moved out  to  the manager 's  house at

the smel ter .  r t  never  occurred to  me that  there were

f inancia l  d i f f icu l t ies because Daddy never  ever  to l_d us.  He

never complained about anything.

So  he  moved  to  the  sme l te r  because  the  company . . .

r  f ound  ou t  yea rs  ]a te r  t ha t  h i s  sa ra ry  had  been  jus t  s ] i ced

to  no th ing .

So he moved in to a company-owned home?

He moved in  to  a company-owned home.  The manager 's  house at

Lhe  sme l - te r .

f  wonder  how he fe l t  about  that?

wel ] ,  |ou know those th ings d id not  bother  Daddy.  He d idn, t

te l l  us '  He d idn ' t  compla in about  i t .  He was happy and

posi t ive.  He made us fee l  the same way.  He made us fee l  that

i t  was just  great  to  go out  there to  the smel ter  out  in  the

country .  we looked out  across the r iver .  the Rio Grande.  we

had a lake there.  There were a }ot .  o f  o ther  people l iv ing

the re .  The  wa tzkes '  ,  t . ha t  f  am i l y  i s  s t i r r -  he re .  The i r  boys

grew up wi th  us there.  we had our  dogs out  t .here.  we had a

lake .  we 'd  a l r  go  sw imming  w i th  the  dogs  i n  the  rake .  we
jus t  t hough t  i t  was  g rea t .

f  wonder  what  your  momrs sent iments were?

f  d o n t t  k n o w  h o w  ( c h u c k l e s )  M o t h e r  f e l _ t  a b o u t  i t .

hear  f rom some o f  the  boys ,  the  o l_d  men,  tha t  used to

one was Tom McKnigh t .  They  s t i l l  tease me about  how

w a s  t . o  f i n d  m e .  T h e y ' d  h a v e  t o  g o  u n d e r  t h e  b r i d g e ,

I  s t i l 1

da te  me .

hard i t

t u rn  o f f

B
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Paisano there,  and wind around.  in  the ra i l road yards between

the ra i l road cars and the ore cars and the ore p i les and the

dumps.  Then they f ina l ly  found the i r  way to  our  l_ i t t re

se t t l - emen t  t he re .  The re  were  abou t  s i x  o r  e igh t  r i t t l e  houses

ou t  t he re .  ou rs  was  the  two-s to ry  house .  we  had  the  b iq

house .

Did the set.t lement have a name?

Yes,  we l ived at  202 smel ter  Terrace.  That  sounds very

e legan t  doesn ' t  i t ?

Yes ,  i t  does .

Tha t ' s  be t te r  t han  Sme l te rcown .

Yes .

Now Smel ter t .own was down berow us and that  was r ight  a long the

r l ve r  f o r  seve ra l  m i l es .  They  were  r i t t l e  o Id  adobe  houses ,

beau t i f u l  l i t t 1e  houses ,  t ha t  had  been  the re  fo r  genera t i ons

wi th ]ovely  f lowers and p lant .s  and hol lyhocks.  r  remember the

hol lyhocks outs ide them. one year  the mayor  dec ided that

those people were being pol lu ted by the 1ead f rom the smel- ter

and he ordered the whore p lace demor ished.  Arr  those poor

people that  worked in  the sme] ter  had to  leave there and go up

to the condominiums up on the h i r l  there up above the smer_ter .

The  ch i l d ren  and  a r r  moved  in to  apa r tmen ts .  Tha t , s  when  a r1

the cr ime and the probrems star ted wi th  the young people.

They were f ine as rong as they were down t.here in their own

l i t t l -e  homes.  some of  them had been there for  severar-

generat i -ons.  rL  was ter r ib le  !  r  was devastated when r  heard

B

W

B
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a b o u t  t h a t .  T h e  ] e a d

I r v e  l i v e d  u n d e r  l e a d

out of my bedroom

( c h u c k l e s )  f  w a s  b o r n

u n d e r  t h i s  o n e .

What was the communi-ty

t o  m e ?

hadn ' t  bo the red  me .  f  ,m  s t i l _ l  he re  and

smokes tacks  a l l  my  I i f e .  f  s t i l l  l _ook

window and st . i - l_ l  see a smokest .ack.

under  one and f 'm probably  going to  d ie

W:

B :

W:

B

W

I ike? Cou ld  you descr ibe  the  communi tv

You mean El  Paso or  out  there?

When you were l iv ing on Smel_ter  Terrace.

There  weren ' t  ve ry  many  fam i l - i es .  The re  were  j us t ,  ac tua11y ,

f  i ve  o r  s i x  f am i l i es  l _ i v inq  the re .

On Smel ter  Terrace?

on smel t .er  Terrace.  r  can ' t .  remember the names

The Watzkes '  l ived across f rom us and they had

rn Montana at  East  Helena.  They had been moved

were  a l l  ve ry  c lose .  I  en ioved  . j I  o r r |  r . he re .

was  fun .

o f  t he  o the rs .

l i ved  w i th  us

down here. We

T  f  h n r r a h r  . i  rr  e r r v q Y r r u  r u

B

W

B

W

B

You l i ved  there  be fore  you went  away to  co l l_ege then,  cor rec t ,?

They moved ou t .  there  wh i le  I  was  in  co l lege.

So you came back home and they were there?

Yes,  so  f  came back  home and they  were  there .

when your mom had any shopping to do wourd she come into Er_

P a s o ?

wel l ,  they  wou ld  have to  come.  There  wasn, t  any th ing  up

there .  r  was  t ry ing  to  remember  where  she shopped.  r  th ink

i t  was  a t  a  s to re  in  sunset  He igh ts  and then there  was Kern

W :
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Place.  There was a grocery up here in  Kern p]ace on

c inc inna t i  s t ree t .  r  t h ink  where  the  Do l - ce  V i ta  i s  now.  we 'd

go down by the courthouse. There was a market down there in

centra l  EI  Paso,  we cal l -ed i t ,  r ight  around where a l l  the b ig

cour thouses are now and we woul -d shop there.  o f  course,  the

mi l kman  b rough t  us  m i l - k .  we  d idn ' t  have  to  shop  fo r  m i l k ,  bu t

I  d idn ' t  pay much at tent ion to  that .  f  was away most  of  t .hat

t ime  in  co11ege .

Did you at.tend church?

r  came here in  l -927 when r  was ten.  And at  about  twelve years

old Mother  and Daddy decided to  jo in  sa int  c lements Episcopal

church there on campbel l  and Mont .ana.  we l_ ived just  a  b lock

away f rom Mr.  Horner ,  who was the min is ter  there.  He l ived

down on Prospect  Avenue just  be low us.  They had made f r iends

wiLh h im.  They had l -ooked around and they had decided they

l i ked  sa in t .  c remen ts .  so  a l l  f ou r  o f  us  were  bap t i zed  and

conf i rmed at  the same t ime ( laughs)  at  Saint  Cl_emenus.  I

remember that. And t.hey were regular members from then on.

we always went to church. we st.art.ed when we were uD in

Sunse t  He igh ts .

oh ,  ano the r  t h ing  we  d id . . . he re  i l ve  moved  to  the  sme l te r

and r  forgot  to  ment . ion the perenot ,s '  chr is tmas par ty .  That

was one of  the b ig events of  the year .  she had a wonder fu l

Christmas Day open house. we wourd arr wark down t.here and

they s t i r r  do that  now.  The El  paso county His tor ica l  soc iety

is  t ry ing to  keep that  up.  They s t i r l  have an open house.  f t

z z



may no t .  be  on  ch r i s tmas  d -y ,  bu t  i t ' s  a round  ch r i s tmas  t ime .

Mrs.  Perenot  was a lways so p leasant  and so hospi tab le.  The

spears l ived down there.  There were so many o1d,  o l_d

fami l - ies.  A g i r l  who went  to  Radford wi th  me,  Nancy Ki tson,

l - ived there on west  yande] l - .  There were so many people.  Eddy

Ber l iner  l ived up above us.  r  have to  te l l -  a  s tory  on h im,

a l though r  shouldr ' t ,  about  Judge Ber l iner .  one t ime he got

caught  in  our  laundry chute.  we had a laundry chute that  went

from the second f l-oor down t.o t.he basement and Eddie was beinq

very smart .  He thought  he would c l imb down.  He was t ry ing to

get  away f rom my brother  (chuckles)  and he got  s tuck in  the

midd le .  we  had  a  te r r i b r -e  t ime  ge t t i ng  h im  ou t .  r  can ' t

remember now how we got him out, but we must have because he

turned out  to  be a judge.  ( laughter)

one t ime when they had an open house there,  they asked me

to  be  a  hos tess .  r  had  to  s i t  up  a t  t he  top  o f  t he  s ta i r s

r ight  next  to  that  laundry chute.  The Hoover  boys came in ,

.Tohn and Bob Hoover .  They sa id,  "oh,  r  remember t .h is !  There

was  Buddy ' s  room and  the re ' s  t he  t ree  he  used  to  c r imb  down

when  he  was  supposed  to  be  tak ing  a  nap . , ,  And  I  sa id ,  ' ,Wha t? , ,

They sa id,  "yes,  remember when you thought  he was del icare or

your mother thought he might. develop TB?" Everyone was scared

to death of  tuberculos is  in  those days.  she thought .  he might

be developing i t .  she kept  h im out  o f  school  for  about .  s i -x

months one year and she would make him stay in his room and

res t .  We l l ,  f  f i nd  ou t . . . how  many  yea rs  l a t e r ,  f i f Ly ,  s i x t y ,
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or  (chuckles)  seventy years }at .er  that  he d id not  s tay in  h is

room and rest.,  but he crimbed out the Fal-t window and cl imbed

down the tree and played with the Hoover boys who l_ived across

the s t reet .  Then he would sneak back in  t ime for  my mother  to

come and get him up. oh, my, we had so many funny things

happen.  That  house brought  back many memor ies.  But  lve

al ready moved to the smel ter  ( laughs)  and f  keep going back to

800 west  Yandel - l .  My brother  and Eddie used to puc

f i recrackers on the s t reetcar  t racks.  oh,  and the Fryer  boy

l ived down on Prospect .  wasnr t  t .here a .Tudge Fryer? yes,  he

was a judge.  His  son and my brother  got  in to lo ts  of  t roubl_e.

They 'd open up f i re  hydrants when they shouldn ' t  have and put

f i recrackers on the s t reetcar  Lracks.  He was a lways known as

Frye r .  ( l aughs )  r  don ' t  know wha teve r  happened  to  h im .  r t

was so handy having that  s t reetcar  there because we coul_d r ide

on i t  and go down to the movies wi thout  any chaperons.  we

coul -d go by oursel_ves.

How long were you at Scripps?

f  was  a t  sc r i pps  fo r  f ou r  yea rs .  r  g radua ted  i n  1938 .

so impressed wi th  the professors there and r  want .ed to

and do some graduate work.  r  want .ed to  go to  oxford.  Dr .

Jordan was trying to convince me t.o go. when r got home my

paren ts  sa id ,  "we11 . .  .  r r  r  knew a f te rward .s ,  yea rs  ]a te r ,

t hey  cou ]dn ' t  poss ib t y  a f f o rd  i t ,  bu t  t hey  j us t  sa id ,  , , Le t , s

jus t  wa i t  a  yea r  and  then  we ' r l  t a l k  abou t  i t .  you  s tay  home

for  a year .  "  Meanwhi le ,  r  found out  t .hat  someone had

I  was

go on



convinced my mother to get me into the ,funior League. I

d idn ' t  know r  was  be ing  man ipu la ted .  The  f i r s t  t h ing  r  knew

I was a prov is ional  member of  the Junior  League.  I  hadn' t

been here very long.  I  had just  graduated f rom col lege.  I t

seems much longer when I think back then, but they were

planning a fo l l ies for  that .  fa t l -  and they ordered me ro go

wi th a cer ta in  young man here who was the best  d .ancer  in  EI

Paso .  They  sa id ,  "We have  to  ge t  h im  in to  the  fo l_ I i es .  He rs

been  in  them be fo re  and  he ' s  an  exce l l en t  dance r .  The  on l y

way to  get  h im is  to  have you br ing h im to the d inner  when the

d i rec to r  w i l - l -  be  he re . r t  r  sa id ,  "Bu t ,  r  a r ready  have  a  da te

w i t h  Ba tes  Be l k .  I  can ' t  ( chuck les )  s t and  h im  up . "  They

sa id ,  r rYou  b reak  i t .  You ' re  go ing  w i th  wyndham wh i te .  "  we l l ,

r had to agree. so he came out to get me and t.he f irst t .hing

he d id was tease me about  a scab r  had on my knee.  He saw i t .

when r  got  in to the car  or  out  o f  the car .  we used to get

g igan t i c  scabs  f rom ro l l - e r - ska t i ng .  we 'd  wa i t  and  see  how b ig

they  cou ld  ge t .  We  used  to  compe te  w i th  ( l aughs )  each  o the r

to see who had the b iggest  scab.  He teased me about  that .  and

r  d i dn ' t . ] i ke  t ha t  ve ry  much ,  bu t  we  had  d i nne r .  The  t ime

came to organize the fo l - l ies and dances.  wyndham announced.

that  h is  unc le,  Maury Kemp, d id  not  t .h ink i t  was proper  for  a

member of  the l -aw f i rm to be dancing in  the fo l_ I ies,  so he was

not  go ing to  dance t .h is  year .  There r  was wi thout .  a  par tner .

r  f ina l l -y  d id  have a par tner ,  but  r  went  home verv mi f fed at

th i s  young  man .  Tha t  was  i n  the  fa l l  o f  l - 93g .  on  ch r i s tmas
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Day we announced our  engagement  and we were marr ied in  Lg3g.

What happened to the courtship?

r  don ' t  know.  r  dec ided years la ter  that  he,  be ing seven

years o lder ,  had gone wi th  a l - I  these g lamorous g i r ls  in  El

Paso .  f  can ' t  t h ink  o f  a l - I  t he i r  names  now,  bu t  r  have  a  book

w i t . h  a l l  t . he i r  p i c tu res  i n  i t .  He  had  been  look ing  fo r  j us t

the r ight  wi fe  and he had invest igated me thoroughly .  r  had

met  h i s  ho rses  r  had  r i dden .  r  knew how to  j ump  a  l i t t l - e ,  bu t

f  rode h is  mare.  I  d id  noth ing bad when I  rode her .  ( faughs)

r  d idn ' t  abuse her .  And what  e l -se was in  my favor? r  d id  not

p lay br idge.  Every other  g i r l  in  town p layed br idge.

So t .hose were points  in  your  favor?

Those were points  in  my favor .  He d id not  p lay br idge e i ther

and at that t ime everyone prayed. He did not want to marry

someone who was going to  p lay br idge a l l -  t .he t ime.  And ld

n e v e r  f e a r n e d ;  I  d i d n t t  w a n t  t o  p l a y .

d i d n ' t  s m o k e .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  a l l  t h e

B :

W :

was the th ing to  do.

Did he take you home to meet  h is  mother?

f  d id  no t  smoke and he

women were  smok ing .  I t

Was that another

W

B

W

Y e s ,  f  m e t  h i s  m o t h e r .

And you passed tha t  tes t?

( l a u g h s )  I  p a s s e d  t h a t  t e s t I  t h ink  tha t ' s  wha t  he  was

look ing  fo r  and  tha t ' s  why  i t  wen t  so  qu i ck l y .  He  had  da ted

al l  o f  the g lamorous g i r ls  around here,  buL r  was the one he

proposed to.  we were very,  very happy.  we had so much fun



B :

together .  We d i -dn ' t  depend on other  people or  o ther  groups.

we would go out  wi th  peopre to  par t ies or  doubl -e date or

someth ing,  but  he never  wanted to  berong to a group.  we courd

never  jo in  a sunday n ight .  group or  a  th is  or  that .  or  the

other .  He wanted to  be independent .

Where did he propose to you? Do you remember?

End of Tape 7-,  Side B

Beg inn ing  o f  Tape 2 ,  S ide  A

You wanted to  know when wyndham proposed? f 'm sure i t  must

have been on one of  our  out ings.  we used to spend every

sunday together  and that  wasn' t ,  for  very long af ter  we met .

we 'd  go  ou t  t o  t he  Herms  Ranch  o r  t . he  Basse t t  Ranch  and  we 'd

h i ke  a round .  we 'd  go  up  i n  t he  Huecos  and  h i ke .  we 'd  go  ouc

and watch the horses and the cat t l -e .  one t ime wyndham just

asked  me  i f  I r d  mar ry  h im  and  I  sa id  yes .

Right away?

W:

Yes,  and I  forgot  about  a l - I

^ . :  ̂ ' ^ ^ - r ' r  - -  .o c c a s l o n a r L y  w r r t e .  B o y s

Iooked me up.  f  was  very

met Wyndham. One poor guy

h a d  t o  s d y ,  " N o ,  I ' m  s o r r y .

I ' m  t a k e n .

r r B u L  I  ' m  t a k e n .  " When

of  these o1d boy f r iends  tha t  wou ld

f  k n e w  i n  c o l l e g e  s t i l l  w r o t e  a n d

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o n e  o f  t h e m  u n t i l  I

came th rough one t ime and T  i r rs l -

"  ( l a u g h s )

were sure we announced our
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engagement .  I  t .h ink i t  was Chr is tmas Eve of  1938.  I  remember

walk ing by Warnerrs  Drugstore downtown across f rom the post

of f ice and p ick ing up an evening paper  and i t  was in  there

r l - r n r r l -  ^ r 1 r  a h d t d 6 m a h f

What did your parents think of Wyndham?

Wel l ,  they approved of  h im.  They thought  i t  was great .  I

th ink my mother  was a lways n ice.  They were a lways very n ice

in that they never pushed me on anyone, but they let me know

i f  they thought  someone wasn' t  qu i te  proper .  I  had been

dat ing o lder  boys for  a  long t ime.  Going to  Radford you

didn ' t  meet  boys that  were just  in  your  same grade.  I  knew a

l -ot  o f  young men that  were o lder  than r ,  so r  was accustomed

to that  and Wyndham was seven years o lder .  His  mother

announced t .hat  i f  we d id not .  get  marr ied by the f i rs t  week in

, -Tune she would not  come to the weddinq.  And she wasn, t  l ike

that .  She was a very sweet  k ind person,  but  she could not

sland the heat and her thouqht of having a party and going to

a l l  these fest iv i t . ies in  the heat  o f  the summer was just  too

much.  She was suf fer ing a l ready f rom i t .  So we had p lanned

to be married in early spring and then r developed pneumonia

fo r  some reason  o r  o the r .  f  don ' t  know why .  f , d  neve r  had

any th i ng .  Oh ,  I ' d  had  d i ph the r i a .  I  was  i n  t he  hosp i t a l  f o r

qu i te  a  wh i l e  and  f  cou ldn ' t .  .we  had  to  pos tpone  i t .  So  we

were marr ied t .he t .h i rd  of  June,  which was the f i rs t .  week in

June .

So you missed the deadl ine?B :
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S o  M r s .  W h i t e  a n d  D r .  W h i t e  c a m e  t o  t h e  w e d d i n q .  f t  w a s n r t  a

la rge  e legant  wedd ing .  I  don ' t  know how we p lanned i t  o r ,

knowing everyone in  E I  Paso,  how my fami ly  managed.  I t  d idn ' t .

seem Lo me i t  was  too  la rge .  I  jus t  don ' t  remember  much about

i t ,  ac tua l l y .  We had the  recept ion  a t  the  Paso de l_  Nor te

Hote l .  I  remember  the  p ic tu re  o f  us .  I  th ink  i t  was  Bat .es

Be lk  who had been the  f i rs t  in  l ine .  He reached around to

g i v e  m e  a  k i s s  a n d  p u l } e d  m y  v e i l  h a l f - w a y  o f f In  a l - l  the

p ic tu res  i t ' s  l op -s ided  on  my  head .  Bu t  we  had  a  ve ry  sma l l

recep t i on .  I t  was  ve ry  qu ie t .  I  r ea l i ze ,  we l l _ ,  Mo the r  and

Daddy coul -dn ' t  a f ford anyt .h ing huge.  I f  you d id in  Et  paso

you j ust knew everyone in El paso . I t  would j  ust be a

gigant ic  a f fa i r .  I  don ' t  know how they kept  i t  the way Lhey

d id ,  bu t  i t  was  n i ce  and  sma1 l .

Who stood in your wedding? Do you remember the witnesses?

Gretch in Reinemand was one.  Gretch in Reinemand and Grace,  r

t h ink ,  Grace  Fe r ie r .  r sn ' t  t ha t  aw fu l?  r  can r t  remember  now.

wyndham's best  man was Guyler  Magruder .  r  should get  out  my

book and see.  He had the honeymoon arr  p lanned.  Guess where

we were going?

Where?

vMr .  v i rg i -n ia  M i l i t . a ry  rns t i t u te  was  ce leb ra t i ng  the  10o th

anniversary of  i ts  founding.  That 's  where we were going.

We l - ] ,  t ha t  was  f  i ne  w i th  me .

Did i t  sound romanti-c in anv

No,  but  i t  sounded l ike fun.

d i dn ' t  ob jec t .

whatsoever?

we got on the train the next
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day. Oh, we spent the night at the paso del Norte and we had

the  g ' rea t  b ig  b r i da l -  su i t e .  We  cou ldn ' t  ( l aughs )  dec ide  wh ich

room to Lake.  I t  had severa l  bedrooms i t  seemed I ike.

In  one su i te?

In one su i te .  I t  had more than one bedroom and we couldn, t

dec ide  ( l aughs )  wh ich  one  we  shou l -d  be  i n .

You don' t  th ink a b i t  o f  nervousness came in to pfay there?

I think maybe so, y€s, because f was a very innocent young

Iady.  ( laughs)  I  don 'L know about  Wyndham, but  f  don ' t  th ink

he was t .oo sophis t icated.  r  don 'L th ink he was too accustomed

to hote l -  rooms.  Anyway,  we f ina l ly  dec ided on a p lace to

stay.  Wel- l ,  the next  morn ing instead of  order ing our

breakfast  we got .  dressed.  we were leav ing the next  day on the

t ra in  for  washington.  so we got  dressed and went  downsta i rs

in to the cof fee shop and there were a l l -  our  f r iends.  A1l  the

businessmen were having cof fee and breakfast  everybody teased

us .  ( I aughs )  f t  was  rea l l y  a  l o t .  o f  f un .  When  we  wen t  t o

the s t .a t ion to  cat .ch the t ra in  and we were about  to  get  on the

t ra in ,  a long comes Guyler  Magruder ,  Wyndham's best  man.  He

was walk ing down toward where we were l ike th is .

(demonstrates walk)  He had a b ig grapefru i t  in  each hand and

he  was  wa lk ing  a long  l - i ke  th i s .  oh ,  he  was  te r r i b ]e  !

( laughs)  eut  i t  was so much fun on the t ra in .  what  is  that

song about how they turn the l ights down l-ow? what is t.hat

o ld song? r  remember i t  was just  such fun going on the t ra in

to  wash ing ton .  Then  h i s  aun t  who  l i ved  the re  i n  D .c . ,  she

30
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loaned us her car and we drove from there down to Lexington,

V i rg in ia ,  th rough t .ha t  beaut i fu l  count . ry .  f  ' d  never  seen i t

b e f o r e .  f ' d  n e v e r  b e e n  b a c k  t h e r e .  f t  w a s  i u s t  b e a u t i f u l

count ry .  I 'd  a lways  seen the  West  and the  deser t  and the

mounta ins  and i ld  never  seen any th ing  l i ke  tha t  a t  tha t  t ime

o f  y e a r . . . a 1 1  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  g r e e n  t r e e s  a n d  t h e  f l _ o w e r s .  W e

drove to  Lex ing t .on  and we s t .ayed in  the  l i t t l_e  t iny  ho te l

t h e r e .

They were ce l -ebrat ing the i r  l_00th anniversary.  They had

a l l  o f  t he  b ig  bands .  They  had  Ben  Bern ie  and  I  can ' t

remember the names of  the rest  o f  them, but  they had dances

every n lght  and th ings going on a l l  day.  r t  courdn ' t  have

been a bett.er honeymoon. It  was so much fun. Wvndham saw al- l-

o f  h i s  f r i ends .  we  j us t  Loved  i t .  r t  was  g rea t .  Eve r  s ince

then we'd remember those wonder fu l  dances and the bands.  we

saw lo ts  of  h is  oId t ime f r iends who l ived around t .here and

rees tab l i shed  con tac ts  w i th  a l l -  o f  t hem.

Where did he grow up?

wel l - ,  he grew up here,  but  h is  fa ther  had come f rom Lexingt .on.

H is  fa the r ' s  o ld ,  o rd  home was  r i gh t  on  the  edge  o f  VMr .  r t

is  now par t  o f  VMf .  f  th ink they ( laughs)  have t .anks r ight

c lose  by ,  bu t  i t ' s  s t i l r  a  beau t i f u l  o ld  home.  They  tu rned  i t

in to a k ind of  a  bed and breakfast  home.  r  s tayed t .here one

t ime when r  went  back for  a  reunion.  His  fa ther  just .  roved

Lexingt.on and he had many old t. ime f r iends there. wyndham

wourd go back every year  every summer to  s tay wi th  h is
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grandparents,  so he had man\ /  d^nna^+-  i^ns there and he - i r rs t

l oved  i t .

I t ' s  beau t i f u l  coun t r y .

Yes.  And r  was wi r l ing to  go arong and do what  he want .ed to

do .  r t  was  fun .  so  tha t ' s  how we  s ta r ted .  Then  we  came back

and l ived at  the Efeven For ty  Apar tments.  we had an

apar tment .  There were qui te  a few other  young couples.  I

t .h ink Jack ie Borret t  was there then and a few other  couples

t .ha t  we  knew.  we  cou ldn ' t  s tay  w i th  wyndham's  mo the r .  she

had t .aken in  boarders,  r  th ink.  she had a b ig house on

Montana at  L428 Montana.  we l ived at .  the Eleven For ty ,  so we

were r ight  c l -ose by and we could have d inner  wi th  them and

lunch and breakfast  a t  d i f ferent .  t imes.  we had one car  and

wyndham would drive out early in the morning t.o see about t.he

ho rses .  somet imes  l d  go  w i th  h im  and  he lp  h im  r i de  them.

Were you prepared to  be a housewi fe/wi fe?

r  rea l I y  wasn r t  i n te res ted  i n  t ha t .  wha t  r  was  i n te res ted  i n

was just  hav ing fun wi th  Wyndham ( laughs)  wi th  t .he horses and

the  h i k ing  and  the  camp ing  t r i ps .

Did you have any help at home?

No.  No,  r  d id  everyth ing and r  had taken a course or  two at

sc r i pps  i n  cook ing .  r  was  p re t t y  good .  r  wasn ' t  Loo  bad .  we

had lo ts  of  company for  d inner  and r  d id  ar l  the cooking.  r

guess r  was a pret ty  good cook,  come to th ink of  i t .  About

that t ime Wyndham was in the Reserves and the greneral out at

Fo r t  B l - i ss  had  to ld  h im ,  " r f  you  wan t  t o  ge t  a  good  j ob  you 'd

B :

W :
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W :
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better become active again because we are going to be involved

in t .he war . ' r  He was sure we were.  So Wyndham became act ive

in  the  Reserves .  He  was  sen t  t o  Wash ing ton  to  s tudy  Span ish .

Here he spoke Spanish f luent ly ,  but  he was sent  back there for

some t ra in ing because he thought  he was being sent  to  Mexico.

He was sent there with another man who had been a Border

Patrol-man and they came back and wyndham was sent to Ecuador

as Assis tant  Mi- I i t .ary  At tach6.  The poor  other  guy who had

been a Border  Patro lman was sent  to  Mexico.

Not  as g ' lamorous.

( l aughs )  He  sa id ,  "Oh ,  f 'm  no t  go ing  to  ge t  ou t  o f  t he re

a l - i ve .  They ' re  go ing  to  k i l l  me .  They ' re  go ing  to  ha t .e  me

down the re . "  I 'm  t r y ing  to  th ink  i f  any th ing  happened  in

between those t imes.  That  was a very shor t  t ime.  we went  co

New York.  I  'd  never  been to New york Ci t .y  and f  was so

impressed wi th  a l l  the s ights  and the s tatue of  L iber t .y .  we

took a ship and went down through the fpanamal Canal to, I

guess,  co lumbia and then went  f rom there to  eui to ,  [Ecuador ]  .

I  was just  amazed at  the ra i l - road t r ip  up f rom Guayaqui l ,

lEcuador ]  t o  Qu i to .  The  peop le  a l l  s tand ing  by  se l l i ng  those

l i t t f e  an ima l s .  r  can ' t  t h i nk  ( l aughs )  o f  t he  names  o f  t hem.

W e ' l I  h e f n r c  \ z r r l l r  t r i n  r l n r ^ r n  l - n  ( . ) r r i i - n . ^ r a rv v E - L r  r  r J E r ( J l c  y v u !  u t  r r /  u u w r l  u v  ) l u l u v  w g r e  y o u  g r - v e n  a n y  t y p e

of herp? was there any preparation for the move down there

because, surely, 1rolt wouldn,t have known what to take?

we d id.  we had no idea what  to  take.  we had been g iven a

chevrol-et. My dad and mother gave us a chevroret for our

B
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wedding present .  We thought ,  "We canr t  take the Chevro let  and

l ive up there at  the top of  the Andes.  "  We sold the

Chevro l -et .  We packed up a l l  o f  the furn i ture that  we had in

our apartment and took it  down. We just did everything the

wrong way. We should have left al l  the furniture at home

because a l l  o f  our  f r iends down there in  the l igat ion-  not  an

embassy-  they a l l  rented houses wi th  these e legant  rooms and

e legan t  f u rn i t u re  g rea t  b ig  beau t i f u l -  homes .  We had  th i s

crumby l i t t le apart.ment furnit.ure and we had to move into a

horrible l i t . t1e modern house that was just. not very good at

a l l - .  I t  was because we had that  furn i ture.  What  we could

have used was the car .  we could have so ld that  for  a  for tune

down there.  We d id a l l -  the wrong th ings.  Here we had to

en te r ta in  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  house  w i th  a  l i t t l e ,  t i ny  d in ing

room. fL  coul -dn ' t  seaL more than ten ot  twel_ve people and

Wyndham hi red a cook,  a  mayordomo,  an upsta i rs  c l_eaning woman,

and a houseboy.  I  d idn ' t  know how to take care of  he lp.  I

was used to doing th ings for  mysel f .  Wyndham hi red a

mayordomo that knew about horses. He was (laughs) in the

caval ry ,  or  someth ing.  He had no manners whatsoever .

But he knew about horses?

But  he knew about .  horses and that  was the f i rs t  th ing we got .

Wyndham l iked the house.  I t  was per fect ly  leve1 wi th  a

backyard.  There were some l i t t le  shel ters  t .here for  horses.

so wyndham got two horses some way and this man was ab]e to

take  ca re  o f  t hem.
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Meanwhi le ,  we wou ld  have e legant  d inner  par t ies  and Segundo

would come in to serve the dinner and he would come in loaded

down wi th  p la t t ,e rs  and th ings .  He cou ldn ' t  open the  doorw?y,

wh ich  was a  swing ing  door ,  so  he 'd  k ick  j - t  and then go

through.  ( laughs)  I  knew exac t ly  how to  do  the  tab le  and a l l

the  d i f fe ren t  courses .  We had to  have a l -1  these fo rmal

d inners  w i th  d i f fe ren t  courses .  The t ime wou ld  come fo r

deser t  and we wou ld  have the  p lace  p la te  to  beg in  w i th .  Then

vA1 1  l r= r l  f  n  rem6ve the  COCkta i ] -  f fOm t .ha t  rnd  nr r r -  i  l -  On theI  " *  
! r  v r r r  u r r q u  q r r s  

- t : , u u  r  u

side. He would come around and if  somebody was too busy

ta l k ing  and  d idn ' t  r emove  tha t  he 'd  reach  ove r  and  sna tch  i t

away.  ( laughs)  On,  dear ,  i t  was so funny.  We had the

wi1dest  house down there.  I  th ink people must  have been very

amused .  .  . p rope r  peop le ,  t ha t .  j - s .

How did you spend your days?

WeI I ,  I 'm  t r y ing  to  remember  now.

them.

I  c a n ' t  t h i n k  h o w  f  s p e n t

Were there communi ty  organrzat ions or  act iv i t ies for  the

people that  l ived there?

No ,  the re  were  th ings  tha t  t he  women  d id ,  f  guess .  Bu t ,

Wyndham's t ime was of f  and on a l l  the t ime.  We a lways had

n r r f  - n € - t - n r . r n  n a n n ] a  ^ a m i - ^  i n  a n d  v / g  \ i / g u ] d  n r r l -  J - l r o m  r r n  3 l  o u r+ r r  s r r u  Y Y 9  v Y v u r s  y u u  u r r g t t t  u y

house.  We had on ly  one doub le  bed,  wh ich  was ours ,  and wh ich

is  one I  s t i l - I  have in  there .  We had tw in  beds ,  f l y  b ro ther

and I ,  and so when we had divided the furni ture I  got one and

he go t  the  o ther  one,  wh ich  had been lengthened to  f i t  h im.

B
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So we had one l i t t le  s ing le  bed and a l l  the  peop le  who v is i ted

s lep t  in  tha t  s ing le  bed,  even the  coup les .  Can you be l ieve

i t  w i t .h  the  k ing  s ize  beds  now and Lhe queen s ize  beds?

They jus t  go t  to  snugg le  rea l  good.

Yes!  We put  up  the  A i r  A t tach6 and h is  w i fe ,  bu t  they  had

j u s t  g o t t e n  m a r r i e d .  T h e y  d i d n ' t  m i n d .  ( l a u g h s )

T h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  l o v e .

Y e a h -  i t  w a s  f u n n r r  T  d c r n ' f -  r e C a l l  f O r  c e r t a i n .  I  k n O w  I  w a S

busy  everyday ,  bu t  f  rode the  horses .  I  he lped Wyndham wi th

tha t .  Then i t  seemed to  me tha t  we a lways  had ou t . -o f - town

g u e s t . s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a  1 o t  o f  b a c h e l - o r s  d o w n  t h e r e  a n d  t h o . r : l l

hung around the  house.  They  were  a l - l  k ind  o f  lonesome.

Did you ever play matchmaker?

W e I I ,  f  t h i n k  I  t r i e d .  ( l a u g h s )  T h i s  J a c k i e  B r o w n  t h a t  h a d

ta l -ked me in to  go ing  to  Scr ipps  and then went  to  S tan ford ,  she

came down fo r  a  wh i l -e .  She c ru ised around and met  a l l  o f  the

young bachel-ors. Then Pearl-  Harbor happened and we were told

we wou ld  be  down there  fo r  the  dura t ion  o f  the  war .  One o f

our  f r iends  in  the  Sta te  Depar tment ,  he  was the-  I  can ' t .  t .h ink

o f  h is  pos i t ion-  bu t  he  and h is  w i fe  dec ided to  s ta r t  a  fami ly

s ince  they  were  go ing  to  be  there .  I  fe l - t  l i ke  I  he lped her

de l i ver  her  baby .  I  was  around when she was pregnant .  I

t h o u g h t ,  " W e l l ,  i f  t h e y  c a n  d o  t h i s  w e  s h o u l d  s t a r t .  a  f a m ' i  l r z

n o w . "  T h i s  w a s  i n  1 9 4 2 .  S o  f  m a d e  t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  I  g u e s s .

Meanwhi le ,  f  d id  no t  know Wyndham was t ry ing  to  ge t  ou t .  He

fe l t  he  had been t . ra ined fo r  ac t i ve  du tv .  He d id  no t  want  to
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stay down there and entertain ambassadors and generals and so

for th .  He wanted ,  he  needed,  ac t i ve  du ty .  He was pu l l ing  a l l

the  s t . r ings  he  cou ld  to  ge t .  ou t  and I  d idn ' t  rea l - i ze  i t .

S o  w e  s t a r t e d  t h e  f a m i l y .  O n e  m o r n i n g  a t  f o u r  o ' c l o c k  I

woke up. I  had pains and Wyndham was running around and up

and down s ta i rs  and br ing ing  water  and a l l  o f  th is .  I  had

dec ided no t  to  go  to  a  hosp i ta l  because I  had been there  to

s e e  m y  f r i e n d ' s  b a b y  b e  d e l i v e r e d .  W h e n  I  w a l k e d  i n  t h i s

Ind ian  woman was scrubb ing  the  f loor ,  wh ich  was f i l thy  d i r ty .

She got up went over to the cr ib and picked up the baby. I

thought ,  "Oh,  no ! ' r  Because my mother  had been send ing  a l l_

th is  in fo rmat ion  about  c lean l iness .  She was t ry ing  to  educate

me on hav ing  a  baby .  I  d idn ' t  know any th ing  about  th is .

S h e ' d  s e n t  m e  a l - l -  t h i s  s t u f  f  a n d  I  r e a l  t z e d  h o w  c l e a n  y o u  h a d

t o  b e .  I  s a i d  t o  W y n d h a m ,  "  I  c a n ' t  g o  t o  t h a t  h o s p i t . a l  .

We ' l - l -  have to  have the  baby  here . "  So,  I  spent  f rom four

o 'c lock  in  the  morn ing  t .o  four  o 'c l -ock  in  t .he  a f  te rnoon w i th

t h e s e  t e r r i b l e  p a i n s .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  r e l i e f ,  o o  d o c t o r .  T h e

doct .o r  wou ldn ' t  come there  when I  sa id  I  wou]dnr t  qo  to  h is

h o s p i t a l .

So were you going to have a midwife del- iver you?

So f  had a  midwi fe .  And my he lp ,  she  Look  the  par t  o f  a

nurse .  And,  o f  course ,  Wyndham.  He was runn ing  up  and down

the s ta i rs  and I  was  lean ing  over  the  ra i l - ing  jus t  sc reech ing

and ho l - le r ing  and be l low ing .  F ina l l y  the  baby  ar r i ved .  She

was on ly  a  l i t t le  over  four  pounds.  She was a  t iny  l i t t l_e
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t h ing  and  she  was  fu l l - t e rm.  f  neve r  wenL  to  the  hosp i ta l .

I  had to  nurse her  and my mi lk  was ter r ib le .  I  never  was able

to nurse any of the other chi ldren. There was no formura down

there.  We coul -dn ' t  g ive her  mi lk .  I  had to  keep on nurs ing

her .  Poor  th ing ,  i t ' s  a  wonder  she  su rv i ved .  We cou ldn ' t

g ive her  mi l -k  because the only  mi lk  we had was f rom the cow

that they brought around every day to the front gate. And the

mayordomo woul-d go out and mil-k the cow; f knew that wasn,t

san i ta ry .  I  j us t  d idn ' t  know wha t .  t o  do ,  so  I  nu rsed  he r .

Meanwhi le ,  orders had come.  She was born in  ,January and

orders had come for  h im to leave.  we had to qo to  arr  these

par t ies that  were g iven for  us.  I 'd  go out .  and par ty  and

dr ink cockta i ls .  r  never  qui t  dr ink ing anyt .h ing and then come

home t .o  nurse ( laughs)  the baby.

She probably  went  to  s leep rea1 quick.

Yeah ,  I  t h ink  she  d id .  ( l aughs )  O f r ,  i t  was  w i l -d .  She  was

three months o ld when we f  lew out  o f  t .here.

So how long had you been in  Qui to?

We 'd  been  the re  f rom 1940  to  L943  .

Were you ready to  leave?

We l - I ,  i t  was  sad ,  k ind  o f  .  We  le f t  a  I o t  o f  o ld  f r i ends ,  good

old f r iends,  but  r  d idn ' t  know what  r  was doing wi th  th is  new

baby and everyth ing.  r  fe l t  r  must  have some help wi th  t .h is .

we came up wi th  Bol iv ia .  we had an o]d f r iend down there-  a

g i r r  f rom Qui to .  she had marr ied a young Amer i -can army

of f icer .  r  t .h ink at  that  t ime he had been k111ed in  a p lane
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c rash .  she  came up  w i th  us .  r  t h ink  the re ' s  a  p i c tu re  o f  he r

in  that  back bedroom at  Louise Kemp's house.  we were a l l

there together. wyndham went wj-th her to washington. she was

go ing  to  s tay  w i t . h  h i s  f am i l y  i n  Ma ine .  she  was  p regnan t .

wyndham went  wi t .h  ( laughs)  her  on the t ra in  and had to take

care of  th is  great  b ig  pregnant  ga l .  r  don ' t  know i f  he wenr

a l l  the way up to  Maine or  i f  they met  her .  r  th ink maybe he

did help her  get  up to  her  husband's  fami ly .  wi t .h in  a few

months she was back in  Ecuador .  she couldn ' t .  s tand i t .  A

woman  f rom Ecuador  and  a  fam i l y  f rom Ma ine . . . t hey  were  so

d i f f e ren t .  So  she  cou ldn ' t  s tand  i t  and  wen t  back .

Meanwhile, wyndham went to washington and then he was

sent  overseas in  t ime for  t .he invas ion in  1-944.  He got  there

in D+2.  He went .  in to Normandy lFrance]  .  He spent  the whole

war over  there in  Germany and going arr  through there.

Meanwhi- le ,  r  took the baby to  Tucson lAr izona] .  My parents

had gone over  t .here by then.  r  s tayed wi th  them. one t ime we

were l is ten ing to  the radio and she was on the bed whi le  r  was

lay ing  on  a  cha ise  l ounge  l i s ten ing  to  i t .  They  sa id ,  , ,The

bridge at such and such a n' l  aca ' i  n Germany has been

taken . . .Cap ta i n  Wyndham Wh i te .  "

.a r . l -  t  r ro

( laughs)  So he  was very

End o f  Tape 2 ,  S ide  B
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Beginn ing  o f  Tape 2 ,  S ide  A

March  20 ,  1995

I  found th is  in  my f i les  and I  thought  maybe i t  wou ld  f i l l  i n

some th ings  I  m igh t  have le f t  ou t .  I  wro te  th is  fo r  my

ch i ld ren  in  case they  had to  use  i t  fo r  an  ob i tuary .

( read ing)  "Constance Nev i l le  R ickard  was born  in  Tacoma,

Wash ing i ton ,  on  October  22 ,  L9 I7 .  The daughter  o f  Bren t

Nev i l le  R ickard  and Ed i th  Cut te r  fo rmer ly  o f  Denver  lCo lo rado]

and San Franc  j -sco  ICa l i f  o rn ia ] As her  fa ther  was a

met .a l lurg ica l  engineer ,  Constance spent  her  ear ly  years under

many an ASARCO smokest.ack moving from Tacoma to Salt Lake

Ci t .y ,  Utah and East  Helena,  Montana,  before coming to  El -  Paso

in L927 when she was ten years o ld.  Constance and younger

brother  Brent ,  Junj -or ,  l - ived at  800 West .  Yandel l  Boulevard in

Sunset  Heights  before moving out  to  the smel- ter  dur ing the

Depress ion years,  where the i r  fa ther  was p lant  manager .  She

at tended the o ld Dudley School  in  Kern Place and was graduated

from Radford School  for  Gi r ls  in  L934.  Fol lowing her

graduat ion f rom Scr ipps Col lege in  Claremont ,  Cal i forn ia in

1938, she returned to EI Paso where she met Wyndham Kemp

Whi te,  the son of  Doctor  Hugh Spotswood Whi te and Anne per in

Kemp Whi te.  They were marr ied in  1939 and l - ived in  the

popular El-even Forty Apart.ments while Wyndham practiced l_aw in

the f i rm of  Kemp,  Smi th,  Goggin,  and Whi te in  the o ld Stat .e
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National-  Bank Bui lding. Connie did volunt.eer work for the

Jun ior  League,  Sa in t  C lements  A l ta r  Gu i ld ,  and the  L igh thouse

for  the  B l ind  learn ing  bra i l1e .  "  The E leven For ty  Apar tments ,

by  the  wd/ ,  were  on  R io  Grande St ree t .  We jus t  ca l1ed them

the E]even p6y+- rz  'F l . ro r r r ra  r igh t  aCTOSS f rOm the  museum.

I s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s t i l l  t h e r e ?

T h e  b u i f d i n g  i s  s t i l - l  t h e r e .  T h e y ' r e  s t i l - l  t h e

and t .here were l -ots of young newlyweds in there

very  popu lar  p lace  to  go .

E-  I  a r ran  E ln r i -  r r

That was a

( reading)  " fn  her  spare t ime she p layed tennis  at  the

El  Paso Tennis  Cl -ub on Ar izona Street ,  the present  s i te  of  the

Fi rs t  Chr is t ian Church.  She and Wyndham rode horseback every

morn ing  a t  5 :30  a .m .  a t  Mr .  Basse t t ' s  s t ab le  on  Rayno lds  j us t

o f f  o f  T rowbr idge .  W i th  the  acce le ra t i on  o f  t he  war  i n  Eu rope

wyndham was ca l l -ed to  act ive duty  in  the Army Reserve corps.

In  1-94I  he and Connie were sent  to  eui to ,  Ecuador ,  where he

served as Mi l i tary  At tach6 for  two years.  Conni -e had a crash

course in  d ip lomat ic  enter ta in ing and instant  drawing room

Spanish.  Fol l -owing h is  request  for  act ive duty ,  Wyndham was

ordered to  the European Theater  tn  1-944,  where he par t ic ipated

in the D-Day invasion of  Normandy.  Meanwhi le ,  connie and

three-month o ld daughter ,  Edi ta ,  re turned to  Tucson to l ive

wi th her  parents for  the durat ion of  the war .  r '  D id vou wanL

me t.o read the whol-e thing?

B:  or  you can stop i f  you want  and sor t  o f  f i r l  in .  r  know at

the conclus ion of  the last  in terv iew you were ta lk ing about
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your husband returning from the war.

Yes.  Did I  te I I  you about  Doctor  Whi te want ing so badly  to

have  g randch i l d ren?  I  hadn ' t  known  them ve ry  l ong .  f ' d  j us t

known them as long as I rd  known Wyndham. He wanted instant

grandchi ldren,  I  th ink.  ( laughs)  He used to get  me to come

to h is  of f ice and take v i tamin shots.  f t  was funny because he

had  h i s  o f f i ce  fu l1  o f  rabb i t s .  I  wondered  i f  t h i s  had

anyth ing to  do wi t .h  i t .  He was work ing on the e l - iminat ion of

rabies.  He gave me a l l  these v iLami-n shots,  but  noth ing

happened suddenly. Wyndham and I had decided we would wait a

l i t t l e  wh i l e .  Then  we  were  sudden ly  sen t  t o  Ecuador .  I

r ea l l y  d idn ' t  know Doc to r  Wh i te  tha t  l ong .  He  was  such  a

wonderful person. After we were down there and when we

thought  we'd be there for  the durat ion we decided to  s tar t  t .he

fami ly .  We had Edi ta  in  L943 and Doctor  Whi te d ied about  Len

days af ter  she was born.

Oh,  so he never  d id  see her  then?

He never  saw her . I think he knew that he had a

granddaughter .  I  hope he  d id .  I  fe l t  so  bad ly  about  tha t .

because he  wanted  grandch i ld ren  so  bad ly  and we d idn ' t  have

any.  H is  son had wa i ted  too  long Lo  ge t  ( laughs)  maru ied .

Then when Wyndham came back f  was in Tucson l iv ing with my

mot .her  and dad.  Ed i t .a  and I  had th is  l i t t1e  spare  room.

There  was an  o l -d ,  o ld  fash ioned doub le  bed in  there .  f t  was

a  g r e a t ,  b i g ,  w i d e ,  h e a v y  b e d  o n  l i t t l e  t i n y  1 e g s .  I  d o n ' t

know how i t  ever  las ted  th io  
' lnna  r l -  had be longed to  my
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mothe r rs  pa ren ts .  Ed i ta  used  to  fove  to  j ump  on  i t .  She

would jump and my mother  would say,  "Be carefu l !  Be carefu l ,

Ed i t a !  Be  ca re fu l !  Don ' t  b reak  t ha t !  Be  ca re fu l - ! "  So  I ' l - l

never forget the f irst night Wyndham came home. I met him at

the a i rpor t .  He f lew in .  He had come back f rom Europe

through EI  Paso and then had come to Tucson.  We went  out  to

d inner .  We came back and crept  in to the room. Edi ta  was

asleep in  her  l - i t t le  cr ib  behind a screen we had put  up.  We

got  in to bed ( Iaughs)  and the bed began to squeak a l i t t Ie .

Then  the re  was  th i s  l i t t l e  baby ' s  vo i ce ,  "Mo the r ,  be  ca re fu ] !

Be carefu l ,  Mother ! r '  ( laughs)  That .  was cer ta in l -y  a welcome

home for Wyndham.

T r m  s l t r F  \ / r ) t l  1 ^ ^ f  L  L ^ J  -  - ^ ^ r  ' l  - , , - L  ^ L - ^ , , !  t h a t  .r  u r  D u l g  y v u  u u L r r  I I a u  a  y v v u  f  a u y l l  a , u L . r L r L

We had a b ig laugh!  We never  forgot  that . .  Oh,  dear !

( I aughs )  Le t ' s  see .  ( read ing )  "We re tu rned  to  E I  Paso  i n

1946 .  The  fam i l y  l i ved  w i th  Mrs .  Hugh  Wh i te  a t  I 42B  Mon tana

Street  unt . i l -  the i r  move to the Upper  Val ley in  195 '7 just  one

month before the birth of t .heir fourth chiId, Wyndham, ,Junior.

Other  ch i ldren inc lude Hugh Whi te who now l ives in  Peta luma,

Ca l i f o rn ia ,  Anne  Wh i te  A i r y  o f  Sea t t l - e -  Be l l evue -  Wash ing ton ,

and Aqui ta f la  Edi ta  Whi te Simmons of  EI  Paso.  She marr ied Dr .

.Terry  Simmons,  a veter inar ian,  in  El  Paso.  In  addi t ion to  the

fami l y ' s  equ ine  ac t i v i t i es ,  t enn is ,  sw imming ,  and  fou r

separate and st renuous st in ts  in  PTA IParent  Teacher

Assoc ia t i on l ,  Conn ie  managed  to  se rve  as  p res iden t  o r  boa rd

member of various organrzat. ions including Pan American Round
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T a b l e  o f  E l  P a s o ,  A u x i l i a r y  t o  t h e  E 1  P a s o  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,

L igh thouse For  The B l ind ,  E I  Paso Pub1 ic  L ib rary  Assoc j -a t ion ,

L ib rar ian  fo r  the  Church  o f  Sa in t  C lemenLs,  E f  Paso R id ing

and Dr iv ing  CIub ,  D i tch  R iders  In te rna t iona l -  Hunter -Jumper

CIub,  and Nat iona l  Soc ie t .y  o f  the  Co1on ia l  Dames o f  Amer ica  j -n

t h e  S t a t e  O f  T e x a s -  I  k e e p  a d d i n g  t h i n g s  t o  t h i s -  s h e ' s  a l s o

served as  USTA [Un i ted  Sta tes  Tenn is  Assoc ia t ion ]  Umpi re ,  ESL

fEng l ish  as  a  Second Language]  Ins t ruc to r . r r  I  work  fo r  Dr ive-

A-MeaI ,  the  UTEP [The Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t .  E l  Paso]  S tud io

Theat .e r ,  and the  Communi ty  Theater  here  in  E I  Paso.  I  jus t

k e e p  a d d i n g  t h i n g s .

I t  a lmost  reads  l i ke  an  impress i -ve  r5sum6.

I 'm now wi th  the Good Time Singers.  We go around to

nurs ing homes.  I  don ' t  have much of  a  vo ice,  but  I  th ink

l ike my body in  there because the o ld lad ies can re l -a te.

sdy ,  "Oh ,  t he re ' s  Conn ie  Wh i te !  ( l aughs )  I f  she  can  do

I guess maybe we can keep going. "

the

I  h a r r

They

{ - 1 - - F
L I I A L

B : Le t rs  back  up  to  the  ea r l y  days  o f  you r  mar r i age .  You  had

ment ioned to me that  your  fami ly  was very involved in

ho rseback  r i d ing ,  e t  ce te ra ,  eL  ce te ra .  You  had  men t ioned  to

me f  ha t  vo r r r  hUSband  USed  t -  ̂  n l  r r r  nn l  n  w i t h  t he  Be rmr ideZ] v q ! . Y * * J

fami ly  across  the  border .  Can you te l - I  me a  l i t t le  b i t  about .

tha t  ?

Wel-I ,  that was sorL of of f  and on when they would come over

here .  They  had games in  the  ear ly  days  ou t  a t  For t  B l i ss

b e l o w  t h e  O f f i c e r ' s  C l u b  r i g h t  o f f  o f  P e r s h i n g  D r i v e .  T h e y

W:
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cal led i t  pershing F ie1d,  I  be l ieve.  There were Mexican teams

that  came up f rom di f ferent  par ts  of  Mexico and p layed.  The

Bermridez' had a wonderful horse f arm over in .fu6rez . Thev'd

play over there and then the JuSrez people would come over

here.  Wyndham enjoyed that . ,  but  he d idn ' t  have t ime to do too

much polo.  He was an excel lent  horseman.  f  th ink when he was

at  VI { I  he competed in  a lo t  o f  shows and jumping th ings.  He

wen t  t o  the  O lymp ics  i n  Los  Ange les  i n  7932 ,  T  th ink ,

poss ib l y .  I  can r t  remember  now fo r  su re .

Tha t ' s  okay .  I  was  unaware  o f  t ha t .

He went  wi th  Colonel  Terry  A1len.  I  th ink he rode in  the

Olympics and Wyndham went with him and helped take care of the

horses.  I  canr t  remember exact . ly  t .he year  of  that  .  I t  must

have  been  in  the  ea r l y  [ 19 ]30s .  I t .  mus t  have  1 ,932  because

Wyndham graduated from VMT j-n l-931.

Can you remember any memorable vacat ions that  the fami ly  took

toge the r?

Oh,  we grew up dur ing the Depress ion and we d idn ' t  have a l_ot .

o f  money,  so we d idn ' t  t ravel  very far ,  but  we used t .o  dr ive

back and for th  to  Car i forn ia.  The one r  remember was throuqh

the Grand Canyon.  That .  was just  beaut i fu l .

Was th is  before vou marr ied or  a f ter?

Yes ,  t h i s  was  when  I  was  i n  h igh  schoo l .  The re ' s  a  p i c tu re  o f

me in the other room with my brother standing at. t .he top of

the canyon.  That .  was qui te  an exper ience for  us.  Our  only

other  Lr ips were made to san Francisco to  see my grandmother

B

W

B

W
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and my uncles.  We d idn ' t  do much of  anyth ing e lse af ter  we

came to  E I  Paso .  We 'd  go  to  C loudc ro f t  [New Mex ico ]  f o r  t he

summer ,  o r  pa r t  o f  t he  summer .  . j us t  a  fewweeks  to  ge t  ou t  o f

the heat .  Mother  thought  we were a l l  go ing to  get  heatst roke

or  get -  what  do the dogs get-  rab ies,  o t  ( laughs)  someth ing

l ike that ,  some terr ib le  th ing f rom the heat .  she had never

seen anyt .h ing l ike that .

And af ter  you were marr ied d id you take any vacat ions wi th  the

fami l y?

werr ,  a f ter  we were marr ied i t  was a long t ime before we were

able t .o .  Af  ter  t .he war  r  remember coming back here and l iv ing

wi th Miss Anne on Montana st reet .  And Louise Kemp had brought

me home from somet.hing and we were st.anding out in fronL of

t he  house .  I  had  go t t en  ou t  o f  he r  ca r .  I  sa i d ,  " I  don ' t

know what  to  do.  wyndham doesn' t  know whether  to  go back to

stay in  the army or  get  out  o f  the army.  Edi ta 's  three years

o ld .  We 'd  l i ke  to  have  more  ch i l _d ren .  I f  he  s tays  he re .  .  "

Lou ise  Kemp sa id  to  me ,  " conn ie ,  j us t  don ' t  t r y  t o  p lan  when

you' re going to  have another  one.  , -Tust  do i t  !  r f  you want  a

fami ly  just  go on.  "  Af ter  those words of  wisdom our  second

ch i l d  was  bo rn  abou t  f ou r  yea rs  l a te r ,  Ed i ta .  so  she  came

along and t .hen i t  was another  four  or  f ive years before Hugh.

we a l l  l ived there on Montana st reet .  r  taught  them arr  to

ro l ler -skate.  some people s t i l l  remember that .  , -Terry  Gi l_mer

used to tease me about  i t .  They l ived across the s t reer  near

Colonia]  Terrace Hote1.  He said he remembered seeing me
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skat ing up and down Montana wi th  a l l  these l - i t t Ie  ch i ldren

behind me.

They probably had fun with you.

Yes.  That 's  how they l -earned to skate.  The last .  one never

did l-earn to skate because we moved after wyndham ,Junior was

born.  There just  wasn' t  room in that  house for  a l - l -  o f  us.  we

had one bathroom for  everybody and the three ch i l -dren:

Wyndham, Miss Anne,  and I .  f t  was wonder fu l  be ing there

because wyndham and r coul-d go out to dinner. we could go to

dances.  we used to go par t ies at  the country  c lub and the

o f f i ce r r s  c lub  w i th  f r i ends .  we  d idn , t  have  to  wor ry  abou t

the ch i ldren.  Miss Anne loved to  take care of  them. one t . ime

she cal led us home f rom a New year 's  Eve par t .y  r ight  a t  twelve

just  when a l l  t .he exc i tement  was beginning. . .when everybody

kissed everybody,  you know. she ca l led us about .  a  quar ter  to

twe lve  and  sa id ,  r rCome home.  I  can 'L  manage  the  g i r ] s .  "  We

found out  that  they 'd been chasing each other  through the bed.

They 'd go down the top covers,  come out  the bot tom, and then

go back.  she couldn ' t  s top them, but  when we got  home they

were sound as leep.  ( laughs)  We d idn ' t  have to  come home at .

a f f  .

There  wen t  t ha t  New Year ' s  Eve .

There went  the New year 's  Eve.  But  just  a  month before t .he

fourth one was born we f inal ly found a house in the upper

va] ley.  we d idn ' t  know where we wourd move.  we looked at

houses a l l  over  Er  Paso.  we d id have horses that  were boarded
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at  rom Burchel l 's  s tab l -e in  the upper  va l ley and d i f ferent .

p laces.  we decided to  f ind a house up there.  we found the

per fec t  p lace  a t  t he  end  o f  Yucca  p lace .  r t  was  a  dead-end

street  o f f  o f  Country  Cl -ub Road.  There were three acres

connecLed wi th  i t  so we had l -o ts  of  room. we moved out  there

a month before wyndham Junior was born. The poor boy got. the

name rBreezy '  because af ter  he s tar ted to  school  he came home

one day and sa id,  "oh,  Mother !  you ca l - I  me windy and the k ids

a t  schoo l  say  tha t ' s  a  g i r l ' s  name.  "  They  were  p ronounc ing  i t

"wendy.  ' '  r  to l -d  Monica Hunt .er  that  and she sa id,  "wel l ,  car l

h im  B reezy .  He ' s  j us t  a  l i t t l e  w indy . "

D id  tha t  name s t i ck?

The  name s tuck  and  he ' s  s t i l l  ( chuck l_es )  B reezy .

Where d id your  ch i ldren at tend school?

wel l - ,  Lhe g i r ls  wenL to Radford and the boys went  to  zach

wh i te .  Tha t  was  up  on  Don iphan  then . . . t he  o ld  zach  wh i te .

r rve forgot ten what  i t  is  now.  r  th ink they s tore school_

buses there now.  T was very act ive in  the prA.  we put  on a

wi l -d  p lay one t ime.  ( laughs)  r  th ink t .he prA was qui te

d is turbed by i t .  we d id a take-of f  on some of  the TV programs

we had seen.  You know, l ike the o ld lady that .  used to  s i t  on

the bench in  Lhe park.  we had a l -o t  o f  fun there at  zach

wh i te .  r  used  to  take  B reezy  ove r  on  the  back  o f  my  ho rse  i f

t he  ca r  wasn ' t  wo rk ing  o r  i f  someone  was  us ing  i t .  He  was

very embarrassed about t.hat. The other kids thought i t .  was

wonder fu l .  They  a l l  sa id ,  , ,Gee ,  r  w i sh  cou ld  r i de  a  ho rse .
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I  w ish  my mom wou ld  b r ing  me on a  horse .  "

h e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t . o  b e  s i n q l e d  o u t .

We} I ,  he  a l - ready  had tha t  d i f  f  e ren t  name.

i t  e v e n  m o r e .

( laughs ) I  guess

So that  iust  made

After zach white they both went to coronado High school-. Hugh

was in  the f i rs t  graduat ing c l -ass at  coronado.  They sent  them

up there in  the s ix th grade,  f  th ink,  then they added a year

each  yea r  t o  the  schoo l .

D id  they  go  on  to  co l l ege  f rom the re?

We sen t  B reezy  to  NMMI  [Uew Mex ico  M i l i t a ry  Ins t i t u te ]  t he

rast two years. when Hugh got out. of Coronado in L969 he gave

me a  l -ec tu re .  TJo  c ra i r i  "M . ,  we r re  the  l -as t  s t ra igh t  c lass  up

here.  From now on they ' re  in to pot  and everyth ing.  They ' re

a l l  t . oo  we l l - t o -do .  They  a l l  d r i ve  ca rs . , ,  ou r  ch i l d ren  neve r

drove cars unt . i l -  they were abl -e to  get  one of  the i r  own af ter

co I Iege .  He  j us t  announced  th i s .  He  was  ve ry  w ise .  He  sa id ,

I 'You  j us t  wa i t  and  see .  They ' re  go j -ng  to  be  i n  a l - l  k i nds  o f

t roubl -e.  r '  And sure enough Breezy was up t .here just  in  t ime to

ge t  i n to  i t  a r I .  The  k ids  were  g row ing  mar i j uana  i n  the

val ley a long the d i tch bank where we used t .o  r ide our  horses.

There 'd  be  these  l - i t t l - e  p lo t s .  r t .  was  p re t t . y  bad ,  so  we  sen t

Breezy up t .o  NMMI and he l iked i t .  He to ld  f f i€ ,  "Mot .her ,  I

needed  t ha t  d i sc i p l i ne .  Tha t ' s  wha t  r  needed .  r  l ove  i L . "

He jo ined the Nat ional -  Guard la ter  on.  He was in  the co lor

guard.  He rode the horse and carr ied the f l -aq.  He l - iked i t

very much.

B :

W :
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Wel l ,  l ook ing  back . . . do  you  th ink  tha t .  you  were  ve ry  s t r i c t

when it .  came to chi l-d rearing?

r  don ' t  know.  we  t r i ed  t . o  be .  r  t r i ed  to  be ,  bu t  i n  t hose

l -ater  years i t  was d i f  f  icu l t .  The ch i l -dren were so far  aparr .

A11 the others were gone by the t ime the youngesr  one reached

an age where he needed someone to kneel on him. He needed an

o lde r  b ro the r  o r  s i s te r  t o  k ind  o f  d i rec t  h im .  r  t h ink

( l aughs )  he  go t  away  w i th  murde r  w i th  us .  r  don ' t  know.

Edi ta  went  to  Randolph Macon.  Then r  sa id to  wyndham, "wel1,

Edi ta  went  back east  to  the co l lege of  your  choice,  so now

l-eLrs send Anne to scr j .pps,  to  my col lege.  "  wel - l - ,  she went  at

Lhe t ime everyth ing was fa l r ing apar t  in  ca l i forn ia and she

had a wi ld  t ime.  she graduat .ed and Hugh went  back to  vMr in

v i rg in ia .  He  wasn ' i t  a t  a l l  i n te res ted  i n  t he  m i l i t a ry ,  bu t  he

sa id ,  " r 'm  go ing  t o  pu t  up  w i t h  i t .  r 'm  go i - ng  t o  pu t  up  w i t h

a l - ]  th is  s t .u f f  here,  r ike the way they t reat  the cadets and

al l  th is  Mickey Mouse stuf f .  r  |  11 put .  up wi th  i t  because they

have t .he best  Engl ish Depar tment  on the east  coasL.  , ,  He had

invest igated severa l  co l leges up and down the coast .  He was

interest .ed in  wr i t ing.  He wrote beaut . i fu I ly .  He wrote some

wonder fu l  poetry  and awfu l ly  good th ings.  They had a

marvel -ous professor ,  r  can ' t  th ink of  h is  name r ight  now,  but

he was very wel r  known.  Hugh spent  four  years there 3ust  to

be in  the Engl ish Depar tment  at  vMr.  when he came back here

he took graduate courses at  urEp in  Engl ish.  r ,d  hoped he

wou]d go on fur ther .  He had wanted to  teach.  He was work j_nq
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on  h i s  mas te r ' s ,  bu t .  t he  ho rses  took  ove r .  He  was  t r y ing  to

do  bo th .  He  was  t r y ing  to  teach  r i d ing ,  t ra in  ho rses ,  j ump

horses  i n  ho rse  shows . . . a l ]  o f  t ha t  and  s t i l l _  do  h i s  g radua te

work .  He  j us t  cou ldn ' t  do  i t  a l l .  H i s  dad  to ld  me  to  l eave

him a lone.  He said r  was pressur ing h im to go on and f in ish

h i s  deg ree .  H is  dad  sa id ,  ' rHe rs  do ing  eve ry th ing  f  a lways

wan ted  to  do ,  bu t  cou ldn ' t  make  a  l i v i ng  a t  i t .  I f  he  can

make a l iv ing at  i t  then l -eave h im a lone.  , ,  So I  d id  and

tha t ' s  wha t  he ' s  do ing  now.  He ' s  a  ve ry  ta len ted  young  man

and  he  wr i t es  beau t i f u l l y .

Does  he  s t i l l  w r i t e?

I  don ' t  t h ink  he  does  now. He 's  been  ou t  t he re  fo r  s i x  o r

e i gh t  yea rs . . .maybe  t en  yea rs .  I  don , t .  t h i nk  he  has  t ime ,  bu t

he  cou ld  a lways  go  back  to  tha t ,  r  guess .  He ' s  ve ry  t . a len t .ed .

Breezy just  went  h is  own way.  He ended up in  the o i l  f ie l_ds

ove r  i n  t he  odessa  and  tq id land  [Texas l  a rea .  He ' s  s t i l l  ove r

the re .  Hers  l ea rned  to  do  eve ry th ing .  He ,s  worked  fo r

construct ion compani-es.  He can put  on roofs .  He used to come

back here and f r iends up in  the va l ley would have problems

wi th the i r  roofs .  rn  that  case he could go and put  on a new

roo f  f o r  someone .  He 'd  j us t  do  i t  pe r f ec t l y .  He ' s  ve ry  good

a t  t ha t .  So  he ' s  gone  h i s  own  way .

Ed i - ta ' s  s t i l l -  he re  i n  E I  paso?

Edi ta  came back and worked for  the EJ.  paso Times for  a  whi re.

Then she worked a publ ic  re l -a t ions f i rm.  Then she appl ied for

a job in  the Upper  VaI}ey.  She was l iv ing at  home.  A



veterinarian had come to town and was looking for a

recept ion is t .  Then she went  to  work for  Dr .  s immons in  a very

t iny l i t t le  veter inary c l in ic  on count . ry  crub Road of f  o f

Mesa .  And ,  by  go1 ly ,  t hey  were  mar r i ed  l a te r  on .  ( l aughs )

so  she  s tayed  w i th  h im  and  she ' s  s t i t l  wo rk ing  fo r  h im  a f te r

a l l  these years.  They have t .hree ch i rdren of  which two are in

col lege and one is  a f reshman at  Coronado and p lays soccer  on

the team. Then Anne came along in the years when al- l- the

col lege st .udents were becoming l - iberated and she made t r ips to

Europe wi th  her  c l -ass.

End o f  Tape 2 ,  S ide  B

Beginning of  Tape 3,  S ide A

You were te l l ing me about  Anne going to  Washington.

weI I ,  Anne decided to  get  away and work on her  own.  she went

up to  washington.  r  th ink she must  have gone wi th  a f r iend or

a c lassmate who l ived up there in  seat t le .  she got  a  job in

the Engrish Department at the university of washington and

that 's  where she met  her  husband,  ,J im Ai ry .  He was get . t ing

h i s  Mas te r ' s  i n  Eng l i sh .  r  don ' t  t h i nk  he  has  a  ph .D . ,  j us t

a  Mas te r ' s .  They  were  mar r i ed  up  the re  and  she ' s  been  l i v i ng

up  the re  eve r  s ince .  They  l i ve  i n  Be l l - evue .  r t ' s  ove r look ing

Lake  wash ing ton .  r t ' s  a  beau t i f u r  spo t .  They  have  one  boy .

she thought  she bet ter  not  have any more af ter  she turned
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th i r ty .  She thought .  she was too o1d,  so they only  have one.

Hers  the  same age  as  ou r  g randson  he re ,  Ed i ta ' s  younges t .

Did your  husband ret i re  f rom pract ic ing law?

He just  loved what  he d id.  He was a t r ia l -  lawyer ,  a  d.efense

at torney.  He arso represented the Elect . r ic  company and the

southern Paci f ic  and the Greyhound Bus.  r  used to  go and

l i s t en  t o  a l l  o f  h i s  t r i a l s  because  r  was  f asc ina ted .  r ' d  s i t

on the back row and hoped nobody saw me.  r  en joyed that .  He

loved that work and as he got order he developed heart

p rob lems .  H is  doc to r  adv i sed  h im  to  l - e t  up ,  t o  semi - re t i r e ,

and  to  g i ve  up  the  t r i a r  work .  we l - l ,  t ha t .  was  te r r i b re .  He

would rather  d ie  than do that ,  r  th ink,  because he foved the

t r ia l  work.  They sa id that  you can help the young lawyers in

the law f i rm,  but  he had no in terest  in  that .  He wanted to  be

ac t i ve .

He  d idn ' t  wan t  t o  be  pu t  ou t  t . o  pas tu re .

He d idn ' t  want  to  be put  out .  He cont inued wi t .h  the t r ia l

work as long as he could.  Then he had a couple of  hear t

a t tacks  i n  t he  l -a te  [ rg ]  zos .  Abou t  1981  he  had  to  rea l_ l_y  cu t .

back .  He  wasn ' t  i n t e res ted  i n  go ing  i n  t o  t he  o f f i ce  and  j us t

doing desk work.  He f ina l ly  re t i red,  but  kept  up wi th  the

r id ing as long as he could.  His  doctor  was very underst .anding

about  i t . .  He kept  r id ing and spent  h is  spare t ime help ing

young people l -earn to  r ide.  He would help some of  Hugh's

students when Hugh was busy

Las Cruces and he had r iders

out  o f  town.  He wou ld  go  to

there  tha t  rode w i th  h im.  He

B:

W:
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would just  g ive h is  t ime to a l - l -  these people who were

int .erested in  learn ing to  jump horses and r ide hunters and

jumpers because th is  was a west .ern town.  Then there was t .he

Engl ish r id ing and the dr iv ing and a l l  that .  But  the hunter

and jumper group was k i -nd of  smal- I .  He was very in terested in

p romot ing  tha t ,  so  he  he lped  peop le  up  un t i r  t he  ve ry  l as t .

He  f i na l l y  had  a  ve ry  bad  hea r t  a t tack  i n  19g5  and  j us t  d ied

very suddenJ-y.  r t  was very d i f f icu l - t  because he had such a

damaged hear t  that  they couldn ' t  do much.  He woul_d have been

kept  a l ive on a machine.  This  was hard.  A l1 the ch i ldren

were there and f  ' l l  never  forget  when they sa id,  , ,We ' re  tak ing

him in  here for  some studies and so for th  and the doctor ,s

coming i .  "  r  sa id ,  "we l r ,  r  ' ve  go t  t . o  go  f  eed  t . he  ho rses  .

Daddy would want  me to go f  eed the horses.  , ,  They l_ooked aL me

l i ke ,  "Mo the r ! "  Bu t  t ha t r s  wha t  I  d i d .

That 's  what  he would have wanted you to  do.

Tha t . ' s  wha t  wyndham wou ld  have  sa id :  , ,Go  feed  the  ho rses . , ,

They came before anyth ing e l -se.  we had a wonder fu l  t i fe  up

there wi t .h  the horses a l l -  around .  r  've sk ipped over  those

ear ly  years where they were a l l -  learn ing to  r ide up there.  r

th ink the ch i ldren learned ar l  about  hav ing babies and so

forth from looklng out the window. we had a wonderful_

sta l - ] ion.  Every once in  a whi r -e he wour-d br ing in  a mare.

we 'd  have  a  mare  and  we 'd  be  up  ea r l y  i n  t he  morn ing  and  be

down in  the backyard.  we'd get  the mare and the s ta l ] ion

together .  ( laughs)  And one t ime r  looked up and here were
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the ch i ldren a l l  look ing out  the window.

How did you explain that?

They  had  wa tched  i t  a l - l .  r  sa id  tha t ' s  how bab ies  a re  made .

Tha t ' s  how l i t t l e  ho rses  a re  made .  We d idn ' t  have  to  qo  i n to

any more deta i l -  on havj -ng babies.  I t  was funny.

When d id you move to Hi l - l -crest?

Oh,  goodness.  Wel l - ,  a f ter  Wyndham died I  s tayed out  on yucca

and r  made an Elder  Hoste l -  t r ip  to  scandinavia.  Just  before

r came home r sripped down a grassy srope, in Denmark r think

i t  was .  I  b roke  my  ank le .  I  ca l_ led  i t  my  "Dan ish  Ro l - I " .

( laughs)  rhey sent  me to a wonder fu l  hospi t .a l -  there.  f t  was

ve ry  good .  r  t hough t ,  "How can  t . hey  ge t  i t  t oge the r?  r  can ' t

poss ib ly  s tay here and go home by mysel f  on crutches wi th  my

Ieg  i n  a  cas t . r t  So  they  go t  i t .  t oge the r .  They  sa id ,  " f t

i sn ' t  exac t l y  pe r fec t ,  bu t  we tve  done  the  bes t  we  can . '  They

took wonderful care of me. They were just marvel-ous and r got

home wi th  the group.  They had a seat  in  f ront  o f  me on the

planes everywhere so f  could put  my leg up.  I 'm sure t .he

people next  to  me loved that ,  but  r  got  home wi th  that . .  But .

a f ter  r  got  home they examined me and the doctor  that  took

ca re  o f  me  knew tha t  I  p layed  tenn is .  He  sa id ,  " I f  you , re

going to  want  to  cont inue pray ing tennis  and be act ive yourre

go ing  to  have  to  have  i t  r ese t .  o the rw ise ,  i f  you ' re  j us t

going to  s i t  in  a  chai r  for  the resL of  vorr r  ' l  i  fe  . i  r .  I  s  a l l

r ight  the way i t  j -s .  "  He had to redo i t .

That  must  have been painfu l .



W : That  was ter r ib le  to  have to  rebreak the whole th ing.  When my

foot was broken everything was bad. I was laid up a long t ime

wi th that .  I  had to  l ie  around.  I  had to  have help there a l l -

the t ime.  I  had to  have people dr ive me to do the shopping.

As I  lay around I  began to th ink,  , 'Th is  is  r id icu lous to  have

th i s  b ig  p lace . "  A Iso ,  i t  was  expens ive  to  keep  up  w i t . h  a l l

these horses,  dogs,  and cats  around.  "Things are not  go ing to

get  bet ter .  r r  I  tend to  th ink everyth ing is  go ing to  s tay the

same  oy ,  i f  no t ,  t hen  ge t  be t t e r  as  t ime  goes  on .  I  j u s t

cannot  l -ook at  the sad s ide of  th ings.  r  dec ided i t  was

bet ter  i f  r  got .  r id  of  i t . .  The f  i rs t  person t .hat  looked at

the house loved i t  and they bought  i t .  r  moved in to the f i rs t

house f  was shown.  I  have a f r iend,  Mary Hoover ,  who just

ment . ioned the f  act .  that  Georg ie schwart .z '  house was going to

be  so ld  and  she 'd  l i ke  me  to  see  i t  be fo re  she  showed  me  a l l

these other  p laces.  she took me around to apar tment .s  and

condomin iums  and  a r r  t hese  th ings .  r  j us t  d idn ' t  wan t  t . o  be

cooped up wi th  a lo t  o f  o ther  people and a lo t  o f  o ther  ord

lad ies  tha t  | d  be  ob l i ga ted  to .  r  g luess  r rm  no t  be ing  ve ry

nice about that, but r wanted to be on my own and do what r

wanted to  do.  r  d idn ' t  want  to  be cornered in to doing th ings

r  d idnt t  want  to  do.  r  guess that  was sor t  o f  a  crazy th ing

t .o  do at  my age,  to  get  another  house,  but  because the house

up  in  the  va l l ey  so ld  so  qu i ck l y ,  r  d idn ' t  have  t ime  to

d ispose of  the furn i ture and none of  the ch i rdren could take

anyth ing at  that  t ime.  Thei r  houses were too smal l_  or  the
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boys weren ' t  marr ied and they just  d idn ' t  have room for

th ings.  so r  got  everyth j -ng r  could in to the house and th is

is  where r  am now and hopefu l ly ,  someday,  maybe one of  the

ch i l d ren  w i l r  be  ab le  to  move  in  and  use  i t .  r t ' s  i n  a

wonder fu l  p lace.  f  rm wi- th in  f  ive minutes r . r f  ar rcr r r t -  h i r lg ,  I  do.

I t ' s  ve r y  qu ie t ,  t oo .

Yes ,  i - t ' s  t he  bes t  kep t  sec re t  i n  E l  paso .  r t ' s  a  cu l_ -de -sac .

They  don , t  ca I I  i t  a  dead-end .  ( l aughs )  I t ' s  more  expens ive

than  t . ha t ;  j - t ' s  a  cu l - de -sac .  r t ' s  ve r y  d i f  f  i cu l t  t . o  f i nd .

Peop le  don r t  go  up  and  down  the  s t ree t  a  1o t .  Bu t ,  r ,m  w i th i_n

f  ive to  ten minutes of  everyt .h ing f  'm involved in .

And  you ' r e  so  ac t i ve .

The tenni -s  c lub,  swimming c lub,  and the co l lege and just

everyth ing r  do is  wi th in  a shor t  d is tance.  r  love beino

here.  When the ch i ldren do come to v is i t  f  here ' is r  n ]cnt  r r  r : f

r oom fo r  a l l  o f  t hem.

l ,e t  me just  ask you one f ina l  quest ion.  Looking back would

you have changed anything in your l i fe i f  you could have?

oh,  r rve never  thought  of  that .  r  th ink r  could have improved

mysel f  in  ways.  r  don ' t  know that  r  a lways made the r ight

decis ions when i t  came to the ch i rdren.  r  Lr ied to  do what

was  r i gh t ,  bu t  f r ve  neve r  rea l l y  examined  myse l f  t ha t

thoroughly .  r  don ' t  know.  wyndham and r  had a wonder fu l

l i f e .  r  don ' t  know i f  r  cou ld  have  taken  be t t . e r  ca re  o f  h im

and prevented th is  hear t  condi t ion because r  miss h im

te r r i b l y .  I  needed  a  compan ion  and  I  m jss  fha f  h r r r  I  hanq
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out  at  the tennis  c lub and there are peopl_e around who share

the  same ac t i v i t . i es .  And  i _ t ' s  f un .

r rm sorry  f  never  had the oppor tuni ty  to  meet  your  husband.

He sounded as i f  he was a wonderful_ person.

Oh ,  he  was .  He  was .

Thank  you  fo r  you r  t ime ,  Mrs .  wh i te .  r t ' s  been  wonder fu l .

wel - l - ,  r  fee l -  that  r  haven'L thought  of  enough th ings today.

Yourve t .o ld  me many,  many wonder fu l  s tor ies.  perhaps ac a

l - a te r  da te .  .  .

W :

B :

W :

B :
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M a r r l ' r a  i €  T  r - h ' j n k  o f  s o m e  m o r e  T  e o r r l d  o i \ r e  v c l l r  a  c , : l Ir  u r r f  r r r \  v !  D v r r ( E  t t t v !  u  r  u v u l u  y  !  v  I

been  awfu l l y  n i ce .

We l l - ,  I r ve  had  a  wonder fu l  t ime  v i s i t i ng  w i th  you .

End of fnterview

Y o u r v e
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