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B :

M i n i n c r  i n  M e x i c o
Oral  His tory  Pro ject

Mary Navarro de Barss6
By Michel le  G.  Benavides

November 27,  L996

This  is  an in terv iew wi th  Mary Navarro de Barss6.  The

interv j -ew,  by Michel le  Benavides,  is  par t  o f  the Min ing in

Mexico ora l  His tory  Pro ject .  we are l -ocated at  the home of

Mrs.  Barss6 at  L ibramiento,  numero 62,  co lonia Las Fuenres,

Hidalgo de] Parral ,  Chihuahua, M6xi-co . Today, s date is

November  27 ,  1996 .

How about  i f  we star t  the in terv iew,  Mrs.  Barss6 ,  by

having you share a b i t  o f  b iographica l -  in format ion wi th  us.

I f  you coul -d te11 me when and where were you born,  p lease?

I  was  bo rn  i n  To r re6n ,  Coahu i l a  on  Augus t  26 ,  1 ,942 .

What was the name of your parents?

Manuel  Navarro and Louise Mart inez.

What  d id  your  fa ther  do,  Mrs.  Barss6?

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

He always worked for the rai l road company.

l - a t h e .  H e  w a s  a  l a t h e  o p e r a t o r .

Were they from Coahui la?

No,  they  were  f rom Monter rey ,  Nuevo Le6n.

there when they were very young to Torre6n.

s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  f o r  t . h e  r a i l r o a d .

D id  you have bro thers  and s is te rs?

He worked on a

But they moved

That is where he

B :



NB

B :

NB

R .

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B:

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

Yes,  I  have a s is ter  and two brothers.

And what are their names?

Emma is  the o ldest  and Serapio (?) ,  he is  the second,  then

Rober to and mysel f .  I  am the youngest .

You' re the youngest?

Yes .

The  spo i l ed  one .

The  baby .  ( I aughs )

So did you grow up in Coahuil-a?

We l1 ,  yes ,  I  cou1d  say  so ,  yes .  I  was  the re  un t i l  j un io r

h igh.  F i rs t ,  I  went  to  t .he Uni ted States when I  was twelve

for a year, but then I got homesick, so I came back and

completed three years of  jun ior  h igh.  Then I  went  back to  the

Uni ted States and f in ished h igh school  there.

Did you choose to go to  the Uni ted States or  d id  your  parents

send you?

Yes,  I  wanted to .  f  was so young,  but  wanted to  learn Engl ish

and  know abou t  t he  S ta tes .  I  had  some re la t i ves  the re . . .my

fa the r ' s  cous in .

In  which par t  o f  the Uni ted States?

In Racj -ne,  Wisconsin.  He asked me i f  I  wanted to  go and I

sa id ,  ' tYes ,  I ' d  l ove  i t .  "  So  t hey  l e t  me  and  f  wen t .  Bu t ,

you know, I was too young and so I wanted to come back.

Did you learn much Engl ish in  that  year?

We1I ,  y€s .  I  d idn ' t .  know a  word  o f  Eng l i sh  when  f  wen t .  f

d idn ' t  even know how to say r rHi r r  or  anyth ing because in  those



days t .hey d idn ' t  teach you any Engl ish in  erementary school ,

so r  had to  fearn the hard way.  r  couldn ' t  understand the

words when they were ta lk ing to  me.

B:  Did you go to  an e lementary school -  whi le  you were v is i t ing

your  unc l -e?

NB: Yes,  r  f in ished e lementary here in  Mexico and then when T got

the re ,  because  I  d idn ' t  know a  word  o f  Eng l i sh ,  t heypu t .  me  in

the th i rd  grade.  By t .he end of  the year  r  was in  the s ix th

grade a l ready because f  advanced.  f  knew a l l  the subiects

except  the language.  so that 's  how i t  went .  so then r  came

and d id three years of  jun ior  h igh and went  back to  the States

and then f in ished h iqh school_.

To the same area?B :

NB

B:

NB

B :

Yes ,  t o  the  same a rea . . .w i th  ano the r  unc l_e  and  aun t .

You ment ioned ' -ha* -  \z^ i '  i r zare  there  fo r  th ree  years  to  f in ish

h i g h  s c h o o l .

Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .

r  imag ine  they  were  impress ionab le  years  because you were  a t

tha t  age where  every th ing  jus t .  .  .

Yes ,  and f  don ' t  th ink  r  rea l l y  took  advantage o f  a r l  the

opportunit ies that you have there because of the language and

t h e  c u r t u r e .  Y o u  k n o w ,  i t ' s  d i f f e r e n t .  B u t  n o w  t h a t  r  t h i n k

about  i t ,  i t  seems l i ke ,  wow,  maybe r  missed ou t  on  a  lo t  o f

th ings  tha t  I  cou l -d  have done.

So when you graduated you came back to Mexico?

Y e s .

NB

B :

NB



B :

NB

B :

NB

And what did you do when you came back?

I started working for a company in Torre6n.

rn Torre6n? what did you do for that company in Torre6n?

r  was a secretary because in  the last  two years of  h igh school -

I  l ea rned  sec re ta r i a l  sk i11s .

Such as typing and shorthand?

Yes.  r  a ]so had two courses in  Engl ish so r  woul_d advance

more rapid ly .

wel - ] ,  you must  have been a real  asset  to  the company i f  you

spoke Engl ish and knew how to do a l l -  that .

wel - l - ,  y€s,  because in  those days in  Torre6n there weren, t  a

lo t  o f  b i l i ngua l  sec re ta r i es ,  so  r  d id  ge t  a  good  j ob .  r

worked for  them for  a  couple of  years.  Then they moved to

Mexico c i ty .  My fami ly  a l -so moved to Mexico c i ty .  They asked

me i f  r  wanted to  move wi th  them and r  sa id,  "yesrr ,  because i t

was a co inc idence that  my fami ly  was a lso moving Lo Mexico

C i t y .

Was your  fa ther  t ransferred by the ra i l road?

No,  he was ret i red a l ready in  those days,  so i t  was sssrr  for

them Lo move anywhere they wanted.

WhaL was the name of the company where you were

A t l a s  C o p c o .  f t , s  a  S w e d i s h  c o m p a n y .  T h e y  s e l l

t h e  m i n e s ,  l i k e  c o m p r e s s o r s  a n d  d r i l t s .  I  w a s

employed?

equipment for

secre tary  fo r

the  genera l  manager .

so you moved to Mexico City.  That must have been a big change

from where you grew up.

B :

NB

B :

NB

P , .

NB

B :

N B :

B :



N B :

B :

N B :

B :

N B :

B :

N B :

Oh, i t  sure was,  but  I

days  i t  wasn ' t  as  ha rd

as bad and nei ther  was

I  rea l l y  en joyed  i t .

How ol-d were you when

E igh t .een .

l oved  i t .  I t  was  beau t i f u l .  I n  t hose

as i t  is  today.  The populat ion wasn,  t

the smog.  You know, a l l  those th ings.

How d id

company.

He was

you t rans fer red  to  Mex ico?

Eigh teen? Were  you da t ing  a t  tha t  t ime?

W e l 1 ,  f  s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  m y  h u s b a n d .  ( l a u g h s )

Y o u  n e e d  t o  t e l l  m e  a b o u t  t h e  c o u r t s h i p .  ( l a u g h t e r )

y o u  m e e t  h i m ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  € t  c e t e r a ?

So how did you meet your husband the f i rst  t ime?

It  was in the company because he worked for the same

Remember t .hat I  moved from Torre6n to Mexico City?

working for the same company that I  moved to.

Do you remember  the  f i rs t  t i_me you saw h im?

Y e s ,  v e r y  c l e a r l y .  ( l a u g h s )

What  d id  vou th ink?

B :

wel l ,  r  was learn ing French in  Torre6n because r  wanted to

learn French.  Then when r  got  to  Mexico c i ty  r  asked for  my

transfer  f rom the Al ianza Francesa.  They have i t  in  Mexico

c i t y ,  a rso .  so  r  s ta r ted  tak ing  F rench  j -n  Mex ico .  He  r i ked

to  co l ]ec t  s tamps  and  r  l i ked  to  co l l - ec t  s tamps ,  so  tha t , s  how

we go t /  more  o r  l ess ,  on  Lhe  road .  ( I aughs )

werr ,  back up.  You st .ar ted work ing for  that  company and,

meanwhi le ,  you were tak ing French lessons?

Yes .N B :

B :

N B :

B :

N B :

B :



N B :

N B :

B :

WeIl - ,  i t  was in  a three-story  bui ld ing and we were on the

th i rd  f1oor .  He was on the f i rs t  f loor  work inq in  t .he

warehouse.  When I  f i rs t  got  there another  secretary took me

to in t roduce me to a l -1  the personnel .  I t 's  k ind of  funny

because when I  was in  Torre6n I  received a Let ter .  Remember

I worked for the general manager? He would get a copy of al l

the correspondence f rom Mexico Ci ty  and I  used to  read a l_}  the

correspondence.  I  just  remembered the name.  I t  s tuck in  my

mind . . . Lu i s  Ba rss6 .  Then  th ree  o r  f ou r  mon ths  l a te r  f  me t

h im .  I sn ' t  t ha t  f unny?

Yes.  Did you a l ready have p ic tured in  your  mind what  he

Iooked  l i ke?

No,  Do,  no.  Wel l ,  yes,  I  thought  maybe he was an o lder  man.

Yes ,  I  d id  have  a  p i c tu re  o f  h im ,  bu t  i t  wasn , t  ve ry  c lea r .

When f got over there and t.hey tol_d me Luis Barse6- he was

reading the newspaper  because i t .  was cof fee break or

someth ing-  I  d idn ' t  know h im.  When they took me on a l l  the

f loors to  in t roduce me to the people and he sa id,  "Lu is

Barse6 ,  "  I  sa id ,  " I  t h ink  l , ve  seen  you r  name somewhere . .  So

i t  was r ight  there in  my mind.

Was i t  l -ove aL f j - rs t  s ight?

No ,  no t  exac t l y ,  bu t  r  rea l l y  l i ked  h im .  He  was  n i ce  f rom the

beg inn ing ,  bu t  no  i t  wasn ' t .  I  don ' t  t h ink  so .  f  was  go ing

out  wi th  another  boy at  the t ime,  but  i t  was noth ing ser ious.

so then we star ted ta lk ing.  He would br ing a l l  h is  paperwork

at  the end of  the day to  me of  whatever  they had done;  a l l

B :

N B :



B :

NB

the movements in the warehouse. He was always very neat and

all  his papers were always arranged by date and number.

Tha t ' s  wha t  go t  me .

So when d id he ask you out  for  the f i rs t  t ime?

we star ted ta lk ing and r  ment ioned someth ing about  the s tamps

and  he  asked  me ,  I 'Do  you  co l l ec t  s tamps?"  I  sa id ,  nyes .  n  He

sa id ,  " I  do ,  t oo . t '  We  were  a lways  f i gh t i ng  fo r  t he  s tamps .

This  was an in ternat ionar  company and they received mai l -  f rom

al- l -  over  the wor ld ,  so everybody was af  ter  the s tamps.  But  r

got  to  open the mai l .  .  .

So  you  go t  f i r s t  cho i ce?

Yes.  ( laughs)  ge asked me i f  r  could g ive h im whatever  was

repea ted  and  I  d idn , t  wanL .  So  I  sa id ,  , 'Okay ,  I , 11  g i ve  them

to you.  "  Then he learned that  f  was tak ing French and he was

t r y rng  to  ge t  i n to  F rench ,  t oo .

Do you th ink he real ry  wanted to  learn French or  d id  he iust

want  to  be wi th  you?

No,  because he had been in  another  course before,  but  he iust

d i dn ' t  s t i c k  w i t h  i t .

How long d id you date?

For more than two years. And

Did  you ge t  mar r ied  in  Mex ico

Y e s ,  i n  M e x i c o  C i t y .

Do you remember your wedding?

then we go t  mar r ied .

C i t y ?

B :

NB

B :

NB

B:

I\ IJ

B :

NB

R .

NB Yes .  We had  a  sma l l _  recep t i on ,  bu t

beaut i fu l  church,  the Saqrada Fami l ia

marr ied  a t  a  very

I  d idn ' t  have many



N B :

f r iends because r  had just  moved there,  but  some of  my f r iends

from Torre6n went  and,  o f  course,  f f iy  rerat ives.  My parents

were t .here and my brothers and s is ter .  A l r  t .he people f rom

the company went .  Af ter  that  we went  home for  a  br ind. is .

Then we went on our honeymoon to Acapulco for a week.

Did you go back to work after the wedding?

Yes, r worked for another year. Then r got pregnant, with my

oldest  ch i ld  and r  worked for  about  four  or  f ive months more.

Then r quit.  He kept working for the same company, but now he

was in  a h igher  pos i t ion.  My daughter  was born on Ju ly  10 and

then four  months rater  T was pregnant  again.  ( laughs)

Tha t  was  qu i ck .

rt sure was. Then r found out r had t.he Rh negative and that

r shoul-d be pregnant at least f ive years apart, but nothing

happened,  thank God.

B:  You had a fa i r ly  easy pregnancy?

NB:  Yes ,  I  d i d .

B:  Dur ing th is  t ime your  husband was st i l l  w i th  the same companv?

NB:  Yes ,  he  was .  He  worked  the re  fo r  a  coup le  o f  yea rs  more .

Then  he  s ta r ted  h i s  own  bus iness  w i th  a  pa r tne r ,  bu t  i t  d idn ' t

go  we l l  so  he  t . ook  ano the r  j ob  w i th  rnge rso l l -Rand ,  wh ich  i s

i n  t h e  s a m e  f i e l d .

They  make min ing  equ ipment ,  a lso?

Yes,  they  do .  They  were  the  compet i t ion ,  bu t  because he  was

a good sa lesman they  took  h im r igh t  away.

How long did the two of you l ive in Mexico ci ty before he was

B:

NB:

B :

N B :

B:



N B :

t ransferred?

We l1 ,  no t  exac t l y  t rans fe r red ,  no . First  he worked for

I  would

I  was  used

S n  I  h a n  m l t

And I  was

B :

N B :

Ingersol l -  -Rand.

He left the company he worked for to work for rngersol-r-Rand?

Yes ,  f o r  a  be t te r  sa la ry .  Then  he  qu i t  t o  s ta r t  t he  new

bus iness ,  bu t  t hen  the  company  d idn 'L  go  we l - l - .  so  they  c l_osed

i t  and  he  was  ou t  o f  a  j ob .

Tha t  mus t  have  been  d i f f i cu l t .

But  I  was work ing.

You had gone back to work?

Yes, r al-ready had t.hree children and my youngest daughter was

going to  be f ive years o ld so she was going to  school .  My

mother- in- l -aw was l - iv ing wi th  us and r  had a good maid.  so r

wen t  t o  work  fo r  a  schoo l ,  sun  H i l l .  r t ' s  a  Mon tesso r i

schoo l - .

B :

N B :

F , .

NB:

B :

N B :

B :

N B :

Oh. And you taught  there?

No ,  no .  f  was  the  sec re ta ry  to  the  p r i nc ipa l .

Wel l - ,  that  must  have been in t .erest ing.

I  a lso taught  when there was a teacher  miss inq.

subs t i t uLe .

n - i . l  \ r n r r  a n - i ^ - '  r { ^ . i - ^  F L r - F tv q  v r r J  v J  u v r t r Y  L r r q L  ;

I  l -oved i t .  I  f t  was  comple te ly  d i f fe ren t  f rom what

t o  d o i n g .  M y  b o s s  w a s  r e a l 1 y  n i c e ,  D r .  M e a d o w s .

husband found th is  job  in  Macamoros ,  so  we moved.

a l ready  seven months  pregnanL.

With your l -ast.  baby?

P , .

N B :

B :



NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

Yes.  we moved and he to ld  me a l l  about  Matamoros.  r t  was not

a  p leasan t  c i t y .  r t  r a ined  a  l o t .  The  ca rs  rus ted  eas i l y

because of  the humid i ty .  But  we l ived in  the best  par t  o f  the

c i t y  wh ich  i s  t he  co ron ia  Ja rd in .  r t ' s  abou t  t h ree  b locks

f rom the border  to  Brownsvi l le ,  lTexas]  We real Iy  en joyed

i t .  I  eas i l y  adap t  t o  anywhere  I  go .

Wh ich  i s  an  asse t .

Yes,  I  th ink so.  We stayed there for  a  couple of  years.

Did you work whi le  you were in  Matamoros?

No,  because r  had the baby.  Remember,  r  was a l ready pregnant .

We moved in March and the baby was born in May. So, no, I

d idn ' t .  have a chance to work anymore.  r  a l ready had four

k ids.  r  had to  dr ive t .hem around for  the i r  school ,  pa int ing

c lasses ,  danc ing  c lasses ,  and ,  you  know,  a1 I  o f  t ha t  and  take

ca re  o f  t he  baby .  ( l aughs )

A l -o t  o f  work.

Yes,  but  my husband wou]d get  home ear ly .  He would leave work

a t  5 :00  p .m.  because  i t  was  an  Amer i can  company  and  they  had

work i ng  hou rs  f r om '7 :30  a .m .  t o  5 :00  p .m .  And  he  wou ld  come

home for  funch.  He had a cont . ract  for  two years whi re they

bu i l t  t he  p lan t . .  when  they  f i n i shed  bu i l d ing  the  p lan t  we

were out  o f  work again.  He was out  o f  a  job,  but  th is  company

was a s is ter  company to  the Fr isco company and they of fered

him the purchasing depar tment  here in  del  Oro.

When he waS in  Matamoros was he ' i  n  fha nrr ls fusgjng depar tment ,

a l so?



N B :

B :

N B :

B :

N B :

Yes,  for  Quimica F luoruro.

What type of plant were they building?

Fluor ide.  But .  i t  on ly  l -asted two years.

How did he fee l  about  tak ing jobs l ike that  knowing that  i t

was going to end? or did he always feel confident enough that.

he would f ind work?

Yes ,  he  was  con f i den t  he  wou ld  f i nd  someth ing  aL  the  end  o f

the contract ,  which he d id,  because they recommended h im for

the purchasing job here.  so we moved again to  oro.  r t .  was

get t ing worse and worse.  ( laughs)  you know, f rom Mexico c i tv

to Matamoros and then to Oro. you know Oro? Have you ever

been  the re?

Yes ,  I  was  the re  todav .

H O W  l - S  a t  /

wer r ,  t h i s  was  t he  f i r s t  t ime  r  had  seen  i t .  we  j us t  wen t  f o r

a r ide in  the country  today because r  had never  seen santa

Bdrbara.  r  wanted to  see the co l -on ia because many of  the

people I ,ve in t .erv iewed l ived there.  so we drove up and my

husband got  out .  He t .a lked to  the watchman.  He said,  " f

can ' t  l e t  you  i n . r r  My  husband  sa id ,  , ,We  jus t  wan t  t o  l ook

a round . "  So  he  answers ,  "No .  I t , s  gone  down .  I t , s  no t  t he

same.r r  He sounded as i f  he was embarrassed,  but  to  make a

rong  s to ry  sho r t ,  we  d id  ge t  t o  go  th rough .  f t , s  j us t  t o ta l l y

apa r t  f r om the  res t  o f  t he  commun i t y ,  bu t  r , 11  l e t  you  te ]1

t t L c .

NB:  Maybe Peggy Humphreys  to ld  you about  i t .  That  was ,  more  or

B :

N B :

B :

1 1



B :

N B :

l e s s ,  t h e  t i m e  w e  w e r e  t h e r e .

B:  You were  there  a t  the  same t ime? Oh,  when he  to ld  you tha t

you were moving to San Francisco del Oro did you picture the

town to  be  l i ke  i t  was?

NB:  Not  exac t ly ,  no .  But  my husband had come there  be fore  to  ta lk

to  the  peop le  there .  He had ta l -ked  to  Mr .  Humphreys ,  who was

go ing  to  h i re  h im.  He went  to  see t .he  houses  and they  had

to ld  h im about  the  schoo l ;  tha t  i t  was  an  Amer ican schoo l - ,

you  know,  d r l  Amer ican sys tem o f  educat ion .  He l i ked  tha t  fo r

the kids. They tol-d him about the swimming pool and the cIub,

a lso .  They  to ld  h im about  a l l  the  th ings  he  wou ld  ge t  i f  he

c a m e  t . h e r e .  S o  h e  s a i d ,  ' y e s .  r l

Th is  was be fore  he  d iscussed i t  w i th  you?

weI I ,  he  had been there  because,  remember ,  he  was a  sa lesman

and he  had been there  on  one o f  h is  t r i -ps .  Fr isco  was a

c l ien t  to  A t ]as  copco,  so  he  had to  v is i t  them and he  knew

what  i t  was  l i ke .  He to l_d  f f ie  ,  bu t  he  d idn ,  t  te l l_  me

everything exact ly.  so he drove me through the Lown before

get t ing  me to  the  co lony .  f  was  say ing ,  ' rWhat  i s  th is?"  And

h e  w o u l d  s a y ,  I ' D o n ' t  w o r r y .  W e , 1 1  g e t  t h e r e  s o o n . '  y o u  k n o w

how the puebTo !s?

I t  i s  v e r y  p i c t u r e s q u e .

Y e s ,  b u t  i t ' s  d e p r e s s i n g  a f t e r  y o u , v e  b e e n  t o  B r o w n s v i l l e  a n d

Mex ico  c i ty .  so  then he  took  me to  the  co l -ony  and sa id ,  "Th is

i s  i t - "  r  t h o u g h t ,  " w e 1 l ,  i i t  '  s  n o t  s o  b a d . "  T h e  h o u s e  w a s  a n

A m e r j - c a n - s t y I e .  I  r e a 1 1 y  1 i k e d  i t .
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Before you moved, did you know anyone who had l ived there that

you cou ld  ca l l  and ask ,  r rWhat  do  I  need to  take?"

No, f  didn' t  know anyone there. Nor did I  know anyone who had

l ived  there .  I t  was  my f i rs t  exper ience in  a  min ing  camp.

So wh ich  par t  o f  t .he  co lon ia  d id  you l i ve  in?

San Anton io .  That ' s  where  the  Humphreys '  were .

H o w  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s ,  o r  a r e a s /  w e r e  t h e r e ?

In  those days  there  was San Anton io ,  San Lu is ,  and Zacat6cas .

So the  one I  saw was San Anton io?

San Anton io ,  p robab ly .  That ' s  where  the  ga t .e  i s .

Yes ,  San Anton io .  Where  were  the  o lher  camps.  the  o ther

co l -on ias?

I t ' s  c l o s e  t o  S a n  A n t o n i o ,  e x c e p t  n o w  t h e r e  i s  n o  f e n c e  T h a r r

tore i t  down to make only one colony because when this person

came-  r  don ' t  remember  h is  name-  as  the  genera l  manager  he

sa id  i t  was  } i ke  rac ism.  So he  took  the  fence down and then

i t  was  on l y  one  co lony ,  wh ich  was  San  F ranc i sco ,  I  t h ink .

So the company provided your house for you?

Yes,  the furn i ture and everyth ing.

Tel- l- me about the house.

WeI l ,  when we got  there they of fered us a house just  for  the

t ime being because i t  was a smal l  house.  The one that  was

assigned to us,  they had to  bui ld  an ext ra bathroom because

there was only  one and another  bedroom. So we st .ayed in  the

Green House.  The person that  had l - ived there before us was

named Mr.  Green,  John Green.  He was the purchasing agent .  So

-L.J
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we ] ived in  the Green House.  we stayed there for  about  seven

or  e igh t  mon ths  un t i l  t hey  f i n i shed  the  o the r  house ,  wh ich  was

close to  the apar tments.  Did you see where the apar tments

were?

On the r ight -hand s ide.

Next  to  the swimming pool  across the s t reet .

Yes .  Yes ,  I  no t i ced  t hose .

we l -1 ,  t he  f i r s t  house  nex t  t o  t he  apa r tmen ts  was  ou rs .  Tha t , s

where  we  l i ved .

when  you  d r i ve  i n  and  you ' re  fo l row ing  the  l i t t l e  road  tha t

c i r c les  th rough ,  i t ' s  A rgen t i na .  I s  t ha t  t he  road?

we l l ,  i t  d idn ' t  have  a  name be fo re .  r  don , t  know i f  i t  does

now.

r t 's  Argent i -na,  or  someth ing l ike that ,  and i t  c i rc les throuqh

the co lony.  we passed through the gat .es and the road fo l lows

the h i l ls ide,  then descends,  and on t .he r ight  s ide there is  a

b ig ,  b ig  adobe house and i t  has  a  red  t i le  roo f

O k a y ,  t h a t ' s  t . h e  o n e  w e  u s e d  t o  c a l l  L a s  L o m a s . T h a t ' s  w h e r e ,

I  t h ink ,  t he  m ine  superv i so r  l i ved .

Super i -n tendent  ?

super in tenden t ,  yes .  Bu t ,  [ o ,  we  ] - i ved  where  the  sw imminq  i s .

Did you get to place peggy Humphreys, house?

No,  because r  in t .erv iewed her  before r  had seen the co lonia.

okay ,  okay .  we I ] ,  he r ' s  was  the  f i r s t  house  coming  i n to  the

co lony  up  on  t . he  h i l I s .  Then  i n  f ron t ,  bu t  ac ross  the  s t ree t ,

are the apar tments.  Then there 's  t .he rest  o f  the houses.

B :
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Mine was the  f i rs t  one.

So was i t  a  b ig  house?

I t  was  a  huge house.

I t  w a s  b i g ?

Y e s .

Y c r t t  h a r l  n ' l  a n l -  r z  n f  r n a m ?v !  !  v v l t t  i

Al t  o f  them are adobe houses.  They have th ick wa] ls .

They ' re very d is t inct ,  though.  when we drove in  r  to ld  my

husband ,  " f t ' s  l i ke  we ' re  wor rds  apa r t  f r om san  F ranc i sco  de1

Oro.  r r  Because the roof  s  were d i f  f  erent .  .

we l l ,  i t  was  Eng l i sh -s t y le  because  the  Eng l i sh  r i ved  the re

before the Americans did. The company was owned by an

Engl ishman.  f  can, t  remember h is  name r iqht  now.

Tha t ' s  okay .  Maybe  you  can  th ink  o f  i t  l a te r .  so  vou  were

placed temporar i ty  in  the Green House?

Yes .

And then you moved into your home?

Yes .

Was it  what. you expected?

Yes ,  r  l i ked  i t .  we l l ,  no t  rea11y ,  because  those  a re  no r  ve ry

modern.  The d is t r ibut ion of  the rooms are such that  you have

l - n  a n  t - ^ ^  ^ ^ ,LU g .J  r ro r r r  o r re  room pas t  a  door  and in t .o  another  room.  They

were  no t  separa ted  l - i ke  they  are  now wi th  an  ind iv idua l

en t rance in to  each room,  bu t  i t .  was  okay .

How was the  fu rn i tu re?  Do you remember  the  fu rn i tu re?

n L  . : !\ ' , ,rr,  y€s, r-tr was good furniture. They had chippendale dining
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se ts .  The  so fas  were  so r t  o f  wo rn  ou t ,  bu t  n i ce .

They were good for chi ldren?

Yes,  wel - l - ,  they were we] l - -kept  except  you could see they were

ol-d. You courd have them upholstered, but they only had one

kind of  fabr ic  to  use for  uphols ter ing so a l l  the houses

Iooked  the  same.  ( l aughs )

we l ] ,  t ha t  made  i t  easy .  you  d idn , t  have  to  make  many

decis ions.  so was there a welcoming commj_t tee to  greer  you

when you arrived?

No,  not  exact ly ,  but  we got .  there before Easter .

So the weather  was real  n ice? I t  was Spr ingt ime?

we]1,  i t  was ch i ] ly .  r t  was in  March.  on Easter  sunday they

always opened the swimming pool and they would have a picnic

there.  A11 t .he fami l ies f rom san Antonio get  to  go.  They

served ch icken.  You know Mrs.  Louise petrucc i? you haven, t

met  her?

she  was  i -n te rv iewed  by  Dr .  McAnur t y .  wasn , t  she  the  soc ia l

d i rec to r  o r  ca te re r?

Yes ,  she  was  l i ke  the  ca te re r ,  bu t  she  was  i n  cha rge  o f ,  f o r

instance,  the hote l - ,  Lhe apar tments,  the comed.or ,  the main

din ing room, for  when they had v is i tors  f rom England or

wha teve r .  she  wou ld  ca te r  t o  t hem. . . r ea r  n i ce  pe rson .

How did you make f r iends?

Right  away.  (chuckles)  r  make f r iends r ight  away wi th

eve rybody .  r  t h ink  lm  soc iab le .  r  remember  tha t  r  me t  a  l o t

o f  peop le  wh i l e  a l l  t he  fam i l i es  were  the re  a t  t he  p i cn i c .
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One thing f  can remember is that.  there were so many kids,

a b o u t  s i x t y  o r . . . I  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  m a n y .  A I I  t h e  m o t h e r s  w o u l d

know the  names o f  a l l  the  k ids .  I  wondered how t .hey  cou ld

learn so many names and know who they are and cal l  them by

n a m e .  f  t h o u g h t ,  " f  
' 1 1 -  n e v e r  l _ e a r n  t h e i r  n a m e s . r r  f  t h o u g h t

there were so many of them but,  ro,  in a week or two you learn

al- l -  the names of everybody.

B:  How d id  you pass  a  typ ica l  day? For  example ,  a  Monday.  What

would you do on a Monday?

NB:  we l ] ,  a t  the  beg inn ing  r  was  bored and i t  was  March  a lmost  a t

t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s c h o o ]  p e r i o d .  T h e y  h a d  t . h i s  t e a c h e r ,  M r s .

Arau jo ,  who is  now r iv ing  in  san D iego.  she was the  teacher

f  or f  ort .y years t .here. Then t .here was Carol ina Garza who took

her  job  because she was re t i r ing .  The schoo l  year  a f te r  r  go t

there  caro l ina  s ta r ted  schoo l  w i t .h  Mrs  .  Arau- i  o .  Then the

B :

N B :

B :

N B :

second year ,  when Mrs .  Arau jo  was a l ready  ou t  o f  the  schoo l ,

I  asked Caro l - ina  i f  f  cou ld  he lp  her .  I  asked i f  I  cou l_d  be

h e r  a s s i s t a n t .  S h o  c r = i d  r r Y e s . r r  S o  I  w o u l d  t e a c h  r e a d i n q  t o

t h e  k i d s .  W e  h a d  o n l y  t w e n t y - t w o  c h i l d r e n .

T e l I  m e  a b o u t  t h e  s c h o o l .  W a s  i t  a  o n e - r o o m  s c h o o l ?

Y e s ,  a  o n e - r o o m  s c h o o l _ .

How were  c lasses  conducted?

we had a l l  the  desks  in  the  room.  They  were  nor  separa ted  by

grades .  we wou ld  ca l - l -  them to  our  room.  For  ins t ,ance,  when

f  was go ing  to  g ive  them read ing  I  wou ld  ca l_ l  them to  a

spec ia l  room fo r  read ing .  Then we had the  aud ios  and i t  was
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Do you

be t te r

e l se?

n i ce .

think t.he

than what

educat ion the

they would have

chi ldren received t .here was

received in town or anywhere
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r  was te l l ing you about  the room where r  taught  the reading.

Yes .

caro l - ina had her  desk and she woul_d ca l l  the k ids to  take the

math  c l -ass  o r  t . he  sc ience  c lass .  r  was  ge t t i ng  bo red  w i t . hou t

doing anything. The baby woul-d sleep a r-ot and he was

eighteen months o l -d .

so ,  t . he  schoo l  ch i l d ren . .  .we re  they  a l l  Eng l i sh -speak ing?

Oh ,  no .

what was the makeup of the chil-dren attendj-ng school-? what

was  the i r  na t i ona l i t y  o r  e thn i c i t y?

when the school  f i rs t  s tar ted i t  was for  the Enql_ ish who came

to the co lony t .o  the camp so they wou]dn,  t  miss school .  They

were  Engr i sh -speak ing  ch i l d ren .  Bu t  w i th  the  na t i ona l_ i za t i on

of  the mines a l l  the Amer icans le f t  and so Mexican people had
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t o  t a k e  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  S o  a l l  t h e  k i d s  w e r e  M e x i c a n .  W h e n

we were  there  there  weren '  t  any  Amer ican ch i ld ren  anymore .

So you were  there  a f te r  Mex ican iza t ion?

WeI l - ,  i t  took  p lace  wh i le  we were  there  or  a  year  l -a te r .

A  year  la te r .  So  you were  there  when i t  happened?

Y e s .

So when you f i rst  got there there were Americans?

There were no chi ldren because a1l-  the American employees t .hat

were  there  were  o l -der  peop le  and the i r  ch i ld ren  had gone to

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f  o r  c o l l e q e .  S o  a l l  t . h e  k i d s  w e  h a d  i n

schoo l -  were  Mex icans .

But  they  were  taught  in  Span ish?

TrTn Fnrr l  i  ch

Oh,  Eng I i sh .

No ,  no .  Span ish .

Did you use a cer ta in  s ty le  of  teaching such as the Calver t

C n r  r  r c a  ?

Mrs.  Araujo was very fond of  the Calver t  Course.

Could you explain to me what the Calvert Course is for t.he

bene f i t  o f  I i s tene rs  to  th i s  i n te rv iew?

Th is  i s  a lmos t  a  se l - f  - t each ins  cou rse .

L ike home study?

Yes.  For  instance,  i f  they move your  husband to a d i f ferent

country  you take the Calver t  for  your  ch i ldren.  I t  comes f rom

the f i rs t  grade up to  the twel - f th  grade.  So you can teach

your own chil-dren in India or China, wherever you move.
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Do you th ink  i t ' s  a  good sys tem?

Y e s ,  I  t h i n k  s o .  B u t  C a r o 1 i n a ,  s h e

e n e r g e t i c .  I s  t h a t  h o w  y o u  s a y  i t ?

B o y ,  s h e ' s  e n e r g e t i c  i s n ' t  s h e ?

She sure is and she was even more so

th ink  i t  was  a  qood chanqe we d id  w i th

Y o u r  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  i n  t h i s  s c h o o l ?

Y e s .

wanted somet.hinq more

j -n those days, but I

t h e  b o o k s .

Did you teach t .hem?

Yes .  We l1 ,  f  was  a  teacher  so  I  had  to  teach  them.

Was  tha t  d i f f i cu l t ?

No,  not  rea l ly  because my k ids a lways loved school  and t .hey

were good st .udents.  They were smart ,  I  th ink.  (chuck les)

Good.  They had a mom that  was a teacher ,  so there were no

excuses .  ( I auqh te r )

N o .  n r l  T h c r z  r e a l l v  e n i o w e d  s c h o o l .r t  v  /  v r r J  v _ /  u

Did they ever  in teract  wi t .h  the other  ch i ldren who l ived in

the  o the r  co lon ias?

Yes .  They  wou1d  ca l -1  fo r  pa r t i es  o r  p i f i a tas .  I  used  to  take

them, the g i r ls ,  to  the other  co lony for  dancing c lass because

the teacher  l - ived t .here.  Her  name was Elva.  Yes,  they would

in te rac t  w i th  o the r  co lony  k ids .

l id  they ce lebrat .e  both Amer ican and Mexican hol idays before

Mexicani zaLion?

N o ,  b e c a u s e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e -  t . h i s  i s  a  v e r v  c u t e  a n e c d o t e

about .  .  .  Maybe you shou ld  ta l_k  to  Ber t i ta  R ice  in
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C h i h u a h u a .  S h e ' s  s o  f u n n y .

You ' l - l  have to  q ive  me her  name and a l l .

I ' l - l -  g ive  you her  phone number .  She l i ved  there  fo r  more

years  than I  d j -d .  The k ids  wou1d go  f rom f i rs t  t .o  s ix th  g rade

in  the  Amer ican schoo l .  F rom there  they  wou l_d  go  to  the

puebTo,  to  the  v i I1age,  to  learn  Span ish  and t .o  ge t  the i r

cer t i f i ca te  fo r  s ix th  g rade because,  oLherwise ,  they  wou l_d  no t

be  accepted  in  secundar ia ,  in  jun io r  h igh ,  in  e I  puebLo.  So

they would go in the morning to the American school and in the

af  te rnoon to  the  Span ish  schoo l_  to  l_earn  Span ish .  Every

Monday they  wou ld  sa l -u te  the  f lag .  The f i rs t  Monday tha t

B e r t i t a ' s  o l d e s t .  s o n  g o t  t o  s c h o o l  t h e y  s a i d ,  , , i s a l u d a r ! , ,  a n d

h e  s t a r t e d  s a y i n g ,  " H i  !  "  i n s t e a d  o f  s a l u t i n g  t h e  f 1 a g .

(chuck les)  I t  was  so  funny  and the  way she t .e l l_s  i t  i s  funny ,

too .  I  th ink  you shou ld  in te rv iew her .

I ' l - l  ge t  you  to  wr i te  her  name and te lephone number  down

la ter .  so  when the  ch i ld ren  went  in to  t .he  puebJo to  a t tend

schoo]  what  t rans i t ion  d id  they  have to  go  th rough?

r t  was  hard .  They  were  rooked down on.  They  were  ca l l -ed

chorchos.

2Como?

Chorchos ,  wh ich  meant  the  r i ch  peop le .

How do you spe1 l  tha t?

c - H - o - R - c - H - o - s ,  c h o r c h o s .  o n e  o f  m y  k i d s  a l m o s t  c r i e d  w h e n

t h e y  c a l l e d  h i m  t h a t .  r  t h i n k  i t  w a s  t h e  o l d e s t  o n e .  H e

s a i d ,  ' M i  d i j i e r o n  c h o r c h o . t t  I  s a i d ,  " W h y  d o n , t  y o u  t e 1 l  t . h e m
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c o r c h o s ?  "  ( l - a u g h s )  J u s t  l i k e r  1 z o t l  k n o w . . . s o  h e  w o u l d n ' t  f e e l

s o  b a d .  A f t e r  t h e  W h i t e  S c h o o 1 . . .

Why d id  they  ca l l  i t  the  Whi te  Schoo l?

Because the  bu i ld inq  was wh i te .

r L  w a s n ' t  n a m e d  ^ t t i t  a  M r .  a n d  M r s .  W h i t e ?

N o ,  D o ,  n o .  I t  w a s  t h e  W h i t e  S c h o o l  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  a  w h i t e

bu i ld ing .  A f te r  tha t  they  wou ld  go  to  the  secundar ia  and tha t .

was  i t . .  When we were  there  there  were  on ly  s ix  years  o f

E n g l i s h  s c h o o l .

So after the secundarra where did your chi ldren go?

They had to come to Parral for high schoo1

You d idn ' t  send them away to the States or  somewhere e l -se?

No,  oo,  ro ,  no.  Only  the Amer ican people would do that .  for

h igh  schoo l - .  Bu t ,  as  I  t o ld  you ,  t he  ma jo r i t y  were  Mex icans .

There was only  Mr.  Humphreys,  Louise Petrucc i -  and she was a

widow a l ready wi th  no ch i ldren-  and there was Mr.  Evans.  His

chi ldren were a l ready marr ied,  I  be l - ieve.  Those probably  had

re lat ives to  send them away to,  but  the Mexicans s tayed here

in  Mex ico .

What  fac i l i t ies d id  the company have there for  the employees?

Was  the re  a  hosp i ta l?

Yes,  there was a hospi ta l  for  a I I  t .he people in  both co lonies.

I  th ink i t  was for  the workers,  too.  The workers had another

c l i n i c  i n  t own .

Did you ever  have to  go t .o  that  hospi ta l  or  take your  ch i ldren

because  o f  an  i l l ness?
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NB Oh, yes,  because of  acc idents.  The o ldest  g i r1 ,  when we had

been there for  about  s ix  months or  so,  fe l1  f rom the merry-go-

round  and  cu t  he r  l i p  open .  They  had  to  g i ve  he r  s t i t ches .

She b l -ed so much that .  I  was so scared.

T raumat i zed .

Then the fo l l -owing week the th i rd  one fe l_ l  f rom the s l ide and

cut  her  forehead.  There was a lo t  o f  b l_ood then,  too.  Then

another  t ime my boy,  who is  the second,  went  to  a hospi ta l

because he was doing an exper iment ,  a  bomb,  (chuckles)  and

burned  h i s  l e f t  hand .  He  i s  l e f t -handed  and  the  sk in  was  j us t

hang ing  i n  p ieces .  r t  was  te r r i b le ,  so  r  ca l - l - ed  t . he  hosp i ta l

and we t .ook h im,  but  we then had to take h im to EI  paso.

Rea11y?

Yes,  he was real1y bad.  We had h im there for  about  three

weeks.  They had to g ive h im graf ts  and rehabi l i ta t ion.

fs he okay now?

Yes,  he s t i l l  has t .he scars,  but  he can move h is  hand and

f i nge rs .

Did many women del iver  a t  that  hospi ta l?

A11  o f  t hem.

Did  anyone ever  ment ion

e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e r e ?

anyth ing about  the i r  b i r th ing

WeI l ,  t .hat  Dr .  Quintaf la  was very s t r ic t  .

wou ldn ' t  l e t  t hem ye I l .

Rea l1y?

( laughs )  ue

:  He  wou ldn ' t  l o ' -  ' - ham r ro l | ,  bu t  he  was  a  ve ry  good  su rgeon  and

B :

NB

B :

NB

N B :

B:

NB

B :

N B :

B :

R .

NB

2 3



B :

N B :

P , .

N B :

B :

N B :

a very good doctor .  As a mat ter  o f  f  act ,  peopl -e f  rom Parra l

went  to  the hospi ta l  over  there for  h im to operate on them.

Evident ly  the hospi ta l  had a good reput .a t ion.

Yes .

Was there  a  famiL ia  pTan i f i cac i6n ,  a  fami ly  p lann ing  c l in ic ,

t h e r e ?

No, not in t .hose days .  Not that I  know of .

I ' l l  a s k  o n e  m o r e  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  W e r e  t h e r e

ever  any  mine  acc idents  where  peop le  had to  be  hosp i ta l i zed?

Wel l - ,  1 r€s .  There  were  many,  fo r  ins tance,  men tha t  fe I I  in

the chutes or  i f  they got  t .he i r  f ingers smashed.

they d idn ' t  happen everyday.

Was there a l ibrary in the col-onia?

a ) f  - r r r r r a a
v v 9 !  v 9  ,

Yes,  there was.  And we had a book c l -ub.  we would qather  once

a mont .h and d iscuss the books we had read.  r t  was real ly

n i ce .

Where did you get the books from?

some of them were from the l ibrary and some of t.hem we would

buy oursel -ves.  we had to pay a f  ee each month so we cour-d qet

new books that  were not  in  t .he l ibrary .

Did you have access to  magazj -nes?

No.  And that 's  funny that  we never  thought  about  i t .  As

indiv idual -s  we had subscr ip t ions to  magazines,  but  we d idn, t

get  them through the l ibrary .

B t r f  w r r r ' r  h a d  n q 1 . g O n a l  s u b S C r i  n t i o n s ?e u v p u !  r t / e r v r r u  a

Y e s .

24



B :

N B :

B :

N B :

B :

N B :

Did  tha t  enab le  you to  keep up  w i th  the  la tes t  s ty les?

Y e s ,  i t  d i d .

Was there  a  beauty  sa lon  in  the  co lon ia?

No,  i t  was  in  e7  puebTo.  You had to  go  to  e7  puebTo-

How about a grocery store?

When I  f i rst  got there, remember, RY husband drove me through

the town. He showed me where the mercado was. There were

t h r e e  l i t t . l - e  p u e s t i t o s .  I  t h o u g h t  t o  m y s e l f  ,  " W e l l ,  o k a y ? r '

f  was used to buying my groceries in Brownsvi l le in a

supermarke t .

B: Are there th ings that  you can remember not  be ing able to  get

there at. the mining camp?

NB:  Oh ,  yes .  L i ke  vege tab les ,  f o r  i ns tance ,  bu t .  you  cou ld  g row

your own vegetabl-es in your own garden.

Did you grow your own vegetables?

Oh,  yes .  You  cou ld  ge t  aspa ragus ,  bee ts ,  ca r ro t s ,  b rocco l i ,

B :

N B :

B :

N B :

and bel l -  pepper .

f  not iced that  a l l  o f  the homes

You had your front. yard and you

the houses across the road was

a r  r r f  o n

had  n i ce -s i zed  ya rds .

had your back yard. Behind

land for planting your own

B : The company paid for the

u t i l i t . i e s ?

hous ing .  D id  you have to  pay

No,  on ly  the  phone.

That.  must have been a savings.

We on ly  had to  pay  fo r  our  phone,  food,  and c lo th ing .

N B :

B :

N B :
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B :

NB

Were the houses heated and cooled?

Yes.  We1I ,  they had the ch imney.  They were not  heated,  but

we had al l- the heaters you would need.

Space heaters that  you could just  p lug in?

Yes ,  t ha t ' s  r i gh t .

Do you remember what the housing was l_ike in the other

co lon ia?

Wel l ,  they were more or  l -ess the same,  but  not  as b ig.  They

didn ' t  have the same furn i ture that .  we d id e i ther .

Did the company prov ide housing for  them, arso,  or  d id  they

have to pay rent?

No,  not  in  those days.  When I  was over  there,  I  don, t  know i f

someone has mentioned this to you, that we had fomento

cu l - t u ra l - ,  wh ich  was  fo r  peop le  f rom the  town .  f t , s  l i ke  a

craf t  school  for  women.  And Patr ic ia  Rable-  have you heard of

her?

No ,  I  haven ' t .

she  was  the  one  tha t  had  s ta r ted  i t .  r t  had  been  Lhe re

before,  but  somehow they c losed i t .  I  don, t  know why.  Maybe

they d idn ' t  have the money to  keep i t  go ing,  so they c losed i t

down.  And then when she was there she star ted i t  again.  she

reopened i t .  And we had a lo t  o f  shops, .  we had sewing,  we had

kni t t ing machines,  f j - rs t  a j_d,  and-  what  e l_se-  cooking.  And

then we had craf ts ,  l ike dough f l -owers? what  e lse? carpentry

fo r  t he  men .  we  had  beau ty  c rasses  t o  become  a  beau t i c i an . . .

f o r  deco ra t i ng  cakes ,  pds t i a j e .  Wha t  e l se?  We l l ,  we  had  a

B :

NB

B:

NB

NB

B :

B :

N B :
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B :

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

NB

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

P , .

B :

l o t  o f  ac t i v i t . i es  the re .

When you were there who was the mine superintendent?

Mr.  Humphreys .

D id  h is  w i fe  sor t  o f  se t  the  s tandard  fo r  what  the  o ther  women

would  do?

N o ,  D o ,  n o .  H e r  m o t t o  w a s  ' l - i v e  a n d  1 e t  I i v e ,  .

Was tha t  unusua l?

WeII ,  i t  was my f i rs t  exper ience in  a min ing camp.  So I

d idn ' t  have anyth ing Lo compare i t  to .  For  me i t  was great .

She was a wonder fu l  person.

Many of  the women in  pass ing say that  i t  was very d i f f icut t  to

l -  ive ,  work,  and p lay together  .

To me i t  wasn ' t .  f  never  had any problems wi th  anybody.  No,

I  don ' t  t h i nk  so .

Probably  because you st .ayed so occupied wi th  work,  craf t .s ,  and

the  l i ke .

Yes,  because when Patr ic ia  le f t  I  took charqe of  the fomento

and f  had i t  for  about  three or  four  years.

Wha t  d id  they  do  w i th  the  p roduc ts .  .  .  t he  c ra f t s?

They would se l l -  them.

In the puebTo?

r t .  was the purpose of  Lhe center  to  teach them to do someth inq

to  make  a  l i v i ng  w i th .

That  was a good th ing.

Yes .  And  a  l o t  o f  peop le  rea l1y  bene f i t t . ed  f rom i t . .

Was there a church in  the co lonia?



B :

NB

N B :

B :

N B :

B :

NB

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

FOr  Wna t  /

T o  a t t e n d  m a s s .

A church? I t  was  in  town.

D id  you a t tend mass  in  town?

Y e s ,  I  d i d .  T h e r e  w a s  o n l y  o n e  c h u r c h . . . t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .

I  th ink  there  was one fo r  the  Pro tes tan ts ,  coo .

Were  there  many s ing le  men in  the  co lon ia?

N o ,  n o t  r e a l l y ,  o n l y  f a m i l i e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a  c o u p l e  o f  m e n ,

bu t  they  wou ld  l - i ve  in  the  ho te l_  o r  in  apar tments .

In  the  same co lon ia?

I t  depended on the level  that  t .hey were in .  I f  they were

execut ives they would l - ive there.  r f  not ,  they would l ive in

San  Lu i s .

Did you have a probrem wi th v ices such as prost i tu t ion,

dr ink ing,  gambl ing,  or  anyth ing l ike that .?

We l l ,  i t  mus t  have  been  go ing  o f l ,  bu t  i f  i t  was  i t .  wasn / t  a

huge problem. I  have heard that  there was a house.

In  the  co lon ia?

No ,  i n  t . own .  I t  was  i n  t he  town .

n r a f  a a l -  a A  r r n r r  ^ ^ " ' 1  . l
P !  v u E e  L s u  y \ J L L  \ - l J u r L r  i t d y  .

I t  was  ga ted?

Y e s ,  i t  w a s  g a t e d .

The colonia was complete ly

Did they check everyone that went.  int .o the colonia?

Yes,  bu t  no t  as  they  do  today .  For  ins tance,  nowadays  t .hey

ask ,  ' rYour  name? Where  are  you go ing?r '  and nWho are  you go ing

t o  v i s i t ? "  B u t  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  y o u  d i d n , t  h a v e  t o  s i g n  y o u r

B :

NB

P , .



B :

N B :

B :

NB

B :

NB

NB

name or  any th ing .  You coufd  jus t

What  d id  you do  i f  you  wanted  to

We went  to  a  la rger  c i tY .  For

go  i n .

go shopping?

cloth ing we

Paso three

would go to  EI

or  four  t imes a

B :

NB

P . .

NB

B :

NB

P a s o ,  I T e x a s ] We would go to El

\ t a 2  r

Was that  a  t reat?

Yes ,  i t  was .  ( I aughs )  Espec ia l l y  f o r  me  because  r  was  so

used to Brownsvi l le .  Af ter  two years of  buy ing everyth ing

Amer ican i t .  was an adiustment .

Did you get  vacat ions every Year?

Yes .

How many weeks or months was it?

f t  was a month.

I  know one lady that  sa id that  they got  a  month 's  vacat ion

because the camp was so iso lated that  i t  took them a week to

get. where t.hey were going. ( laughter) And it  t .ook a week to

get  back,  So they real ly  on ly  have a two-week vacat ion.

I t  depends on where you went .  For  instance,  a l l -  our  k ids were

l i t t l e  and  we  took  them on  a  t r i p  a l l  t he  way  to  Canada .

't o uanao.a /

Yes ,  t he  f i r s t  t ime  we  wen t  we  took  a  t ra i l e r .  We  ren ted  i t

r n  E l  Paso .

Did you camp out?

Yes,  we d id.  We woul -d camp in  the parks.  We were supposed to

go a l - l  the way to  Seat t le ,  Washington,  where f  have a brother ,

but we didn't qet there because it  was so hard to drive that.

z a



B :

N B :

B :

N B :

B :

N B :

B:

NB:

enormous t ra i le r .  I t  was  one o f  those-  what  do  you ca l l  i t?

A Winnebago?

Yes,  a  Winnebago.  I t  was  huge;  i t  had  th ree  bedrooms and a

k i tchen.  I t  was  huge.  I t  was  very  hard  fo r  my husband.  I t

w a s  j u s t  l i k e  d r i v i n g  a  t r a i l e r .

Cou l -d  you he lp  h im dr ive?

N o ,  h e  w o u l d n ' t  l e t  m e  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  s o  h a r d  f o r  h i m  h e

t - l ' rn "^ l . r  r  ^^u ldn /  t  make i t .  So  we endcd rn  i  n  T)enr rc ru r r v u : , r r L  r  e v u r q r r  u  l l l e ^ g  !  u  .  D ( J  w E  c r t u E u  u p  t t r  L - . .  ,  v r  7

[cororado] and then we came back. we were staying in the

di f ferent  s tates we were cross ing.  We took a month.

Wel l - ,  that  must  have been a fun t r ip .

For my kids, yes i t .  was. They st. i l l -  remember everything about

i t .  ( l aughs )

And then back t .o  rea l iLv.

The fo l lowing year  we went  t .o  Canada by car .  We loved i t . .  My

kids enj oyed it  a lot. .  On t.hat. vacation we made i_t to

Sea t t l - e .

To see your brot.her?

Yes.  we stayed there for  about  a week.  whi le  we were there

we saw a bunch of shoot. ing stars. Then my brother took my

husband to a huge f ish market and they bought. a1l kinds of

sea food .  They  made  a  b ig ,  b ig  po t  o f  soup .  r t  was  de l i c i ous .

Do you l ike seafood?

Yes ,  I  l o ve  i t .

Me,  too.  Did your  husband ever  come home and ta lk  to  you

abou t  h i s  i ob?



NB

B :

NB

WeI l ,  y€s .

Did he compla in or  say good th ings or  what?

Wef l ,  a  l i t t l -e  of  both.  Somet imes he would get  mad at  some

the empl-oyees because they wouldn ' t  do th ings the way

wanted them to do them. Yes,  I  th ink so.

o f

he

Did  he  s tay  in  the  o f f i ce  o r  was  he  on  the  road t rave l l ing?

He wou1d Lrave l ,  bu t  no t  tha t  much.  He d idn ' t .  s tay  in  h is

o f f i ce  because he  had to  v is i t  the  warehouse and Lhe mechan ic

department.  Because he was the purchaser he had to know what.

thev  needed.  He had to  check  to  see tha t  i t  was  the  r igh t

+ -  l - r  i  - ^  |  J - r a r z  r r r a r a  n r r l o r i  n au r r ! r r Y  u r r u J

What happened when the company was Mexicanized?

Wel I ,  everybody was upset  because they had been paid in

dol lars  and f rom that  day on they were paid in  pesos.  A 1ot

of  them 1ost .  a  lo t  o f  money because they had the i r  sav ings in

dol lars  and the bank paid them j -n  pesos.  So they losL a lo t

of  money.

Did the management  change t .hen af ter  Mexicanizat ion,  a fso?

No,  Mr.  Humphreys s tayed on.  Af ter  Mexicanizat ion i f  you had

one hundred employees you had to have more than f i f ty  percenL

Mexicans.  That  was the ru l -e  in  a l - I  the areas.  But ,  l ike I

sa id,  when we got  there there weren ' t  that  many Amer icans.

E v e r y  y e a r  f o r  t h e  W a t c h  P a r t y . . .

B :  Te l l  me about  the  Watch  Par ty .  Severa l  peop le  have ment ioned

t h e  W a t c h  P a r t i e s .

NB:  The Eng l ish  wou ld  f rom Eng land,  tha t  i s ,  the  owners  o f  t .he

B:

NB
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company, and they would give out watches to the people

been working for the company for Lwenty-f ive years or

Did your husband ever get a watch?

Oh,  oo ,  because he  on ly  worked there  fo r  about  e igh t

who had

m o r e .

B :

NB

B :

n r  r o n

l Z A i r A

When the owners came over  f rom England d id they s tay in  the

hote l -?

They had,  as they ca l led i t . ,  a  guest  house.  I t  was commonly

re fe r red  to  as  Mr .  Hansen ' s  house .  He  was  the  d i rec to r  o f  t he

company in Mexico City. Whenever he came he would stay in the

Hansen house and when people came from England they would stay

in t .he Hansen house,  too.

Was  i t  n i ce?

Yes ,  i t  was .  I L ' s  a  co l -on ia l  s t y le  and  ve ry  beau t i f u l  .

Would t .hey throw b ig par t ies for  them?

Yes .

Formal  evenings?

Yes ,  yes .

Did you have to  get  dressed up?

Yes ,  yes .

How did they dress to  go to  the formal  event?

In those days? They wore long dresses.

Did they wear  g loves?

No .  They  weren ' t  i n  s t y le  anymore ,  bu t  t hey  wou ld  d ress  ve ry

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

a - l  a a = n 1 _  I  r rs ! s y q r r u r ) .

B: Do you think the women were a civ i l  iz:-ng inf  l -uence on t .he men?
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N B :

B :

What i f  there had been no women? Would they have had al l  of

the  soc ia l -  c lubs ,  the  tenn is ,  the  swimming,  and every th ing?

I f  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  a n v  w o m e n ?

If  there were no women, do you think the company would hawe

set up the same type of arrangements?

NB:  I  don ' t  know.  They  wou ld  s t i l - l  have to  have someth ing  to  do .

N o t  o n l y  d r i n k ,  ( l a u g h s )  b u t  o t h e r s  t h i n g s ,  t o o .  Y e a h ,  f o r

instance, in the summer for the kids they would have swimming

c lasses  and  t enn i s  c fasses .

Who taught t.he swimming and tennis?

Di f  f  erent  teachers f  rom Parra l - .  Somet imes capi  t1 .n Br tLo would

teach .

What  d id  he teach?

He was a p i lo t .  He was the company p i lo t  for  Mr.  Humphreys

and  a l l  t he  b ig -sho ts .

He woul-d f ly company people from one spot to another?

Yes,  to  Mexico Ci ty  or  wherever  they want .ed to  go.

Did your husband ever have to f ly away?

We l l ,  yes ,  bu t  usua l l y  t o  E l  Paso  o r  Mex ico  C i t y .

So  he  wasn ' t  gone  fo r  a  l ong  pe r iod  o f  t ime?

No ,  [ o ,  no ,

Did you come in t .o  Parra l  o f ten?

Yes,  we d id.  For  instance,  Lhe lad ies would come on

Wednesdays for the tea party or a shower or whatever.

Sometimes we woul-d al l  come in a car. We would come about

3 :00  p .m .  i n  t he  a f t . e rnoon  and  l eave  abou t  5 :00  p .m .  o r  6 :00

B :

N B :

B :

N B :

R , .

N B :

B :

N B :

B :

N B :

B :

N B :



B :

N B :

B :

T\TP, .

B :

N B :

p .m .  i n  t he  a f t e rnoon .

Did you have a best  f r iend in  the co lonia?

We l l ,  I  had  seve ra l .  Fo r  i ns tance ,  f  had  Ber t i t a ,  Sy l v ia

Mrr r r i  I  
' l  

n  end  CarO l - i na ./  e r . v

Do al l  o f  you s tay in  touch?

Yes ,  we  do .  As  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t ,  Sy l v ia  Mur r i l l o  l - i ves  he re .

Maybe you could in terv iew her ,  a l though she doesn' t  speak

Eng l i sh .

Tha t ' s  a l r i gh t .

They s tayed there longer  than I  d id .  I t  was for  about  twenty

or  more years-  Caro l ina,  who l ives here and Sylv ia .  Ber t i ta

used to l ive here, but she moved to Chihuahua about a year or

two ago.

Did Caro l - ina l ive in  t .he co lonia?

Yes .

B :  She  l i ved  the re?

NB: Yes.  Yeah,  because remember that  she took charge of  the

school .  Then her  husband was a lso h i red by the company.  He

was  a  geo log i s t .

B:  So when d id you l -eave the co lonia?

Ieave the company?

When did vour husband

N B :  T t  w a s  ] - 9 8 2 .  H e  s t a r t e d  h i s  o w n  b u s i n e s s  h e r e  i n  P a r r a l .  H e

se l l - s  pa r t s  f o r  t he  m in ing  compan ies .

So he is  s t i l - l -  in  min ino?

Yes,  but  a l -so in  industry  and construct . ion.

How did he decide to  ]eave the company?

B :

N B :

B :

N B :

B :
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NB:  Because we have these very  c lose  f r iends  in  Par ra l  who

encouraged h im t .o  s ta r t  h is  own bus iness .  He sa id ,  "Yeah,

maybe f  can. ' r

B :  What  were  your  sent iments?  D id  he  d iscuss  i t  w i th  you?

N B :  W e l I ,  I  w a s  a f r a i d b e c a u s e  w e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  c a p i t a l  t o  s t a r t

i t  w i th .  Then we wou ld  have to  pay  fo r  the  house,  schoo l ,  and

every th ing .  So i t  was  a  comple te  change,  economica l l y

speak ing ,  bu t  we go t  th rough i t .  Of  course ,  we had a  hard

t ime and we worked w i th  the  banks  because the  in te res t  was  so

h igh .  Bu t  we ' re  ge t t i ng  a long .

What advice would you give to a woman.

End of Tape One

Side B

Beginning of Tape I\lo

S ide  A

B :

B: You were t .e l l ing me about  the advice you would g ive

accompanying her  husband.

NB:  Yeah ,  t o  go  and  make  the  bes t  o f  i t .  Because  I

p lace  i s  good  fo r  you .  I t ' s  wha t  you  make  o f  i t .

the p lace that  makes you;  i t 's  you that  makes the

B:  Did you ever  hear  any s tor ies of  women that  went  to

camps and d idn ' t .  l - ike i t?

NB :  Yeah ,  a  l - o t .

tro a woman

think any

f t ' s  no t

p l ace .

the mining
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R .

NB

B :

NB

What would happen?

I  don ' t  know.  f  t h ink  i t ' s  peop le  who  can  no t  ad jus t  t o  t he

changes or  maybe the i r  personal i ty  is  not  adequate for  those

places.  r t  does take a lo t  o f  courage to be in  a p lace l - ike

that, but you can make whatever you want out of i t .  I  had a

f r iend in  Mexico Ci ty  who would v is i t  me.  She woul -d ask,

"What  do you do a l l  day?rr  I  woul -d te l l -  her  that  f  d idn ' t  have

enough t ime to do a l l  the th ings f  wanLed Lo do.  And that  was

t rue .  Fo r  i ns tance ,  f  t o ld  you  f  became an  ass j - s tanL  to

Caro I i na .

Yes .

At the beginning it  was only two hours in the morning'. Then

she asked i f  I  could help her  more.  By t .hat  t ime my l i t t l -e

baby was a l ready going to  k indergar ten,  so f  to ld  her  f  would.

I  was work ing for  three hours.  Then in  two or  three months I

was work ing for  four  hours unt i l  I  was going a l l  morn ing.

When  Caro l i na  and  I  s ta r ted  we  wou ld  go  f rom e igh t  o ' c l ock  to

L2 :0  0  p .m.  and  then  the  k ids  wou l -d  go  home to  ea t .  .  They  wou ld

come  back  a t  l - : 00  p .m .  and  ge t .  ou t .  a t  3 :00  p .m . ,  j us t  l - i ke  i n

the  Un i ted  S ta tes .

They woul-d wal-k home?

Yeah,  because everybody l ived there c l -ose to  the school - .  The

school  is  r ight  by the swimming pool .  You d idn ' t  see i t?

I  t h ink  I  d id .

I  don ' t  t h ink  i t  ex i s t s  anymore .

Then that  must  not  have been i t  that  I  saw.

B :

NB

B:
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NB

NB

NB

NB

B:

NB

B:

NB

R -

R .

NB

There 's  the tennis  cour t ,  the basketbal l  cour t ,  and you have

to go down about f ive or six steps and the school is down

the re .

I  d i dn ' t  see  i t .

We l l ,  i t  used  t o  be  t he re .  I  don ' t  know  i f  i t ' s  s t i 11  t he re .

I t  was a long rectangle.

What  d id  you do for  school  suppl ies? For  example,  you

ment ioned that .  the ch i ldren had headphones.  Did Caro l ina go

somewhere to buy them?

No,  ho,  no.  We would order  them by cata log and my husband

would get  everyth ing because he was the purchaser .  We would

give h im the purchase order  for  a l - l  the books and everyth ing.

He woul -d get  everyth ing for  us.  No,  she d idn ' t  have to  go to

t .he Stat .es or  anyth ing to  get  the suppl ies.

How did she keep up wi th  the l -a t .est  teaching s ty les and

techniques? Or d id you just  teach one way?

No,  because she was a teacher  and she knew the r ight  th ing to

do .

Did you ever  take the ch i ldren on f ie ld  t . r ips?

Yes .

Where d id  you go?

V'Ihere did we take t .hem? We took them to the

c l o s e  t o  G u a d a l u p e  C a 1 v o .  I t ' s  a  l a g o o n .

Can you spe l l  tha t  fo r  me,  p lease?

La Juanota .  ,Juan-o- ta .  , Juan w i t .h  a  r rJ " r r .

and s tayed fo r  two n igh ts .

Juanota ,  wh ich  i -s

Yes  -  wp  fook  themf  v v  t
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N B :

Where did you stay?

We took tents ,  s leeping bags,  and everyth ing we needed.  Some

of  the mothers went  wi th  us.

As chaperones?

Y e s .

And you did al l  t .he cooking and roast ing marshmal- l -ows?

Yes,  we took  tu rns .  The k ids  had a  lo t  o f  fun .  We wou ld  s ing

^ * r  t s ^ r l  s t o r i e s .  I t  w a s  r e a l l w  f u n .D ( J I I U 5  d , I I \ I  L E I I  D L L , I  f  C D .  I L  w q 9  T U q I T T  ! I

Did  they  sw im the re ,  a l so?

No,  i t  was real ly ,  reaI ly  co ld.  I  don ' t  remember which month

we went  in ,  but  i t  was real ly  co1d.  We had a campf i re .  I t

was real ly  fun.  That 's  the only  one I  can remember.

f 'm backt rack ing because I  wanted to  ask you someth ing about

your  house.  You a l ready expla ined the s j -ze and layout  o f  the

house.  Did you have help in  the house?

Yes .

How many people did you have helping you?

On ly  one .

Was i t  a  he or  a  she?

I t  was  a  she Wel-l-,  we always had the yardboy besides the

person ins ide the house.

Was he f rom the ouebLo a lso?

The yardboy? Yes,  he was and the maid,  too.

Did she cook?

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

t r .

N o ,  I  c o o k e d .  I ' v e  a l w a y s  c o o k e d .

So she jus t  c l -eaned?

I love to cook



B :

NB

B :

NB

NB

B:

NB

B:

NB

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

Yes. And I  had another lady who would i ron.

h e r e .

Y o u ' r e  k i d d i n g ?

No.  Twenty  years  la te r  and she is  s t i l l  here

S h e ' s  a l m o s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .

S h e ' s  f r o m  S a n t a  B 6 r b a r a .

She st. i l l -  comes

She comes from Santa B5'rbara to iron?

Yes,  once a week.  Tomorrow she wi l l  be here.  I  have the same

yardboy that I had over there. Now, he works for my husband.

He doesn' t  want  to  do my yard anymore.

He 's  advanced .

( l aughs )  Yes .

Do you ever  have reunions or  gather  together?

Oh,  y€s,  we wouJ-d get  together  and p lay cards on Wednesdays

and somet imes on Fr idays.

At  someone's  house?

We would take turns.  For  instance,  each week was a d i f ferent

house .  We wou l -d  p lay  f rom l - : 30  p .m.  when  the  men  wou ld  l eave

fo r  wo rk  and  ge t  home  abou t  4 :30  p .m .  o r  5 :00  p .m .

What a long afternoon. And what would you talk about when you

n n l -  l - n a a l - h a v 2
Y v u  L v Y v

Nothing.  We woul -d just  p fay.

No goss ip ing?

No ,  no .  Somet imes  we  wou ld  go  fo r  b reak fas t  a t  someone 's

house,  but  i t  was most ly  p lay ing cards.  And we had the Book

Cl-ub. We would get together once a month. Then we had the

B :
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NB

B :

NB

CAPS, CenLro de Ayuda Parroquial .  We would have a tea, you

know, a card part ,y,  and we would charge twenty pesos. That

money wou ld  go  to  the  Church .  That  was once a  month ,  too .

Do you know who started that t . radi t ion?

Wel l ,  i t  was  my idea,  bu t  i t  was  Pat r i c ia  and I  and severa l

l a d i e s .

Do you keep in  touch wi th  t .he f r iends you made in  the co l_onia?

Yes .  Be r t i t a ,  w€  see  he r  qu i te  o f ten .  She  comes  to  pa r ra l

because she has a daughter  here.  A l -so,  Sy lv ia  and-  who e lse

l - ives here? Wel- f  ,  Sy lv ia ,  Caro l ina,  and I  are the c losest  and

Ber t i t a ,  bu t  she  moved .

And Sylv ia  l ived in  the co lonia a lso?

Yes .

And what. did her husband do?

He was in  charqe of  const ruct ion.

And  Ber t i t a?

He  was  the  me ta l l u rg i s t .  He  was  i n  cha rge  o f  t ha t  depar tmen t .

Was your  husband c lose to  the husbands of  these women?

Wel l - ,  he had a l -o t  to  do wi th  them, wi th  a l l -  o f  them, because

he had to do al l  the purchasing no matter what t.he department

was .

Woul-d you have changed anything?

I f  I  had to  do  i t  over  acra in?

I f  you  had to  do  i t  over  aga in .

N o ,  n o t  e x a c t l y .  I  h a d  a  g r e a t  t i m e  t h e r e .  N o ,  f  d o n , t  t h i n k

so .  Maybe I  wou ld  do  more  tenn is ;  you  know,  p lay  tenn is

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB
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B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

B :

NB

mysel- f  and take advantage of the swimming.

Was the  poo l  and tenn is  cour t .  used most ly  by  ch i ld ren?

No. You know, i t  was used by the teenagers and women. They

wou l -d  p lay  tenn is  and swim.  But . ,  fo r  ins tance,  in  the  summer

when the kids were out of school we would have to be at the

swimming pool everyday.

Watch ing?

Every day because we took turns. Chi ldren under the

fourteen were not al- l -owed to be at the pool-  without a

or  someone to  take  care  o f  them.

D i d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  d a t e  e a c h  o t h e r ,  o r  w e r e  t h e y  e v e n  o f

a g e ?  T h e y  w e r e  k i n d  o f  y o u n g ,  w e r e n ' t  t h e y ?

age o f

parent

dat ing

W e l l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a l l  s i z e s  a n d  a g e s .  A s  I  s a i d ,  w e  h a d  k i d s

f rom f i rs t  g rade to  s ix th  g rade.  Then t .here  were  the  ones  who

went to the secundaria in el-  puebJ-o and the older ones that

came to  Par ra l  to  the  h igh  schoo l .  Yeah,  some o f  them dated .

Did any of them glet marr ied?

No,  I  don '  t  t .h ink  so .  No.

Do you remember any weddings whi le you were in the col_onia?

Y e s .  M r s .  G r e n i e r ' s  s o n  g o t  m a r r l e d .  S h e ' s  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n ,

or  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  They  l i ve  in  E l_  Paso.  Maybe you

c o u ] d  i n t e r v i e w  h e r .

Tha t ' s  g rea t . . . a I I  t hese  names  you ' r e  g i v i ng  me .

I had her phone number, but she moved. She was here a couple

o f  weeks  ago .  I  t h ink  he ' s  s t i l l  wo rk ing  se l l i ng  s tee l  f o r

the  m ines .



B:

NB

R '

They go t .  mar r ied  there?

No,  the i r  daughter ' s  wedd ing  was there .

what happened when a chi ld was born in t .he colonia? woul-d i t

have Mex ican c i t i zensh ip  o r  dua l  c i t i zensh ip?

No,  i f  the  baby  was born  there  he  was au tomat i_ca l l y  Mex ican.

But some women woul-d go to El Paso to have their

c h i l d r e n . . . n o t  a l l  o f  t h e m ,  t h o u g h .

Y o u ' d  h a v e  t o  t i m e  i t  p r e t t y  c l o s e ,  t o o ,  w o u l d n , t  y o u ?

V o q

You ment ioned that  you went  on vacat ion at  t imes.  Did some of

the women ever leave their men behi-nd, take the chil-dren, and

go on vacat ion?

No .

NB

B :

NB

P , .

NB

B : one lady to ld  me that  she d id that  because he couldn ' t  be away

for  such a long per iod.  so she wourd take the ch i rdren and go

he rse l f .

I  don ' t  know o f  anyone  who  d id  tha t . .  Because ,  f o r  j _ns tance ,

myser f ,  r  never  went  anywhere on vacat ion wi thout  my husband,

especia l ly  wi th  the k ids,  Do.  Both of  us went  oursel -ves and

lef t  t .he k ids t .here wi th  some of  the lad ies there for  a  couple

of  days.  Those were only  shor t .  t r ips.  f  don,  t  know of  anyone

N B :

who d id  tha t .

B :  We l l ,  wou ld  you  l i ke  to  say  any th ing  e l se?

NB: what  erse? r  had a great  t ime.  My k ids roved i t .  They g, rew

up there and had a n i -ce ch i ldhood because they could do

any th ing .  My  k ids  l _oved  an ima ls ,  espec ia l l y  t he  boys .  They

4 2



h a d  s n a k e s ,  t a r a n t u l a s . . . y o u  n a m e  i t  a n d  t h e y  h a d  i t  i n  t h e

h o u s e .  T h e y  w e r e n ' t  i n  t h e  b a s e m e n t .  T h e y  w e r e  i n  t h e  h o u s e .

I  had a  ra t t lesnake once in  a  f i sh  bow1.  Another  t ime f  had

a Larantu la  t .here .  We had hamsters ,  g 'u inea p igs ,  tu r t les ,

f i sh ,  rabb i ts ,  and a l -ways  a  dog and ca t ,  so  I  th ink  they  grew

up very  hea lLhy .

B:  Do you th ink  they  were  iso la ted  f rom the  prob lems tha t  a re  so

preva len t  today ,  l - i ke  d rugs  and a lcoho l?

NB:  We never  heard  o f  i t  t .here .  They  were  so  pr iv i leged because

they  were  so  enc losed and pro tec ted .  Maybe the  k ids  in  Par ra l

were  d i f  f  e ren t .  When they  came out  o f  the  co l -on ia  I  t .h ink  i t

was  hard  on  them.

B:  Do you th ink  they  were  exposed to  more  o f  those th ings  when

N B :

N B :

t hey  l e f t ?

WeII ,  yes,  they were exposed to a IoL.  There was

di f ference between l i fe  in  t .he camp and l i fe  in  the

How did you prepare your chi ldren for that change?

There was this minibus that. took them to and from

a lo t  o f

a i  f  r r

s c h o o l .

B :

N B :

B:

NB:

They were so protect.ed. They were so naive .

Coul -d you te l l  the d i f ference when they at tended Parra l?

Yes,  but  the drug problem was not  that  b ig  in  those days.  Or

- ^ . , 1 . - ^  T  - r , , ^ t s  , u a s n ' t  a w a r e  o f  i t .l i l a y v s  r  J  
q D L  t

Maybe not  drugs,  but  just  what  the s tudents d id  for

enter ta inment  because r ,m sure thev had d i f ferent  ideas on how

to dress or  whatever .

WeI} ,  ro ,  because the k ids were up t .o  date j -n  everyth ing even

B :
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N B :

B :

N B :

B :

though they were l iv ing in  the co lony.

B:  I  wonder  i f  they would have taken d i f ferent  roads i f  they had

grown up somewhere else, i f  they had not grown up in a mining

c a m p .

T h a t  w e ' l I  n e v e r  k n o w .  ( I a u g h s )

How about we stop for now?

Y e s .

I ' d  l i ke  to  thank  you  fo r  you r  t ime  and  pa t i ence .  I ,m  ve ry

f la t . tered that  you consented to  le t  me in terv iew you,  Mrs.

Barss6.  r t  wi r r  be a very impor tant  addi t ion to  our

co l l - ec t i on .

We l1 ,  f  hope  t . ha t  i t  does  he lp  a  l i t t l e .

Thank you for  your  t . ime.  This  is  t .he end of  the in terv j -ew.

NB :

B :

End Interview
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