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Mining in  Mexico
Ora I  H is to ry  P ro jec t

Mar ia  Teresa Beovide de Rosas
By Michel le  G.  Benavides

November  28 ,  1 -996

Thi-s  is  an in terv iew wi th  Mar ia  Teresa

interv iew,  by Michel le  Benavides,  is

I
Bfovide de Rosas.  The

par t  o f  the Min ing in

R :

Mexico Oral  His tory  Pro ject .  We are located at  the ranch of

the Rosas fami ly  in  Br i fa lo ,  Chihuahua,  Mexico.  Today 's  date

is  November 28,  1-996 .

How about  i f  we star t  wi th  a 1 i t . t le  b iographica l

in format ion,  Mrs.  Rosas.  I f  you could te I I  me when and where

were you born,  p lease?

I  was  bo rn  Oc tobe r  2L ,1913 .  f  was  bo rn  i n  Ma tehua la ,  San

Luis  Potos i .  When I  was th i r teen years o ld we t ransferred to

San Luis Potosi and that 's where I went to -7.a prepS.ratorja and

t h e n  t O  t h e  1 ; n i r r a r c ' i l - r r  f n r  r . w g  y e a r s .  f  d i d n ' t  f i n i S h  b e C a u S e

I  go t  mar r i ed .

We l l ,  1e t ' s  back  up  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  I ' d  l i ke  t o  have  you  t e I I

me  a  l i t t l e  abou t  you r  pa ren ts .

I never knew my parents. I  was two years old when my fat.her

died and t.hree years o1d when my mother died, so we were

ra ised by my mother 's  s is ter .  She was very young.  I  th ink

she was in  her  earry  twent ies when she took care of  us.  we

were four :  three g i r ls  and one boy.

B :

R :



B :

R :

What were the i r  names?

My o lder  s is ter  was Concha,  Concepci6n.  I  was the second one.

The third one, her name was Carmen, but she died in Matehuala

when she was th i r teen years o ld-  I  th ink i t  was typhoid or

someth ing I ike that -  and my younger  brother .  We were aI1 very

c lose.  My fat .her  and mother  were marr ied for  e ight .  years and

fo r  t he  f i r s t  f ou r  yea rs  they  d idn ' t  have  a  fam i l y .  And  on

the four th year  the f i rs t  one was born.  No,  I  t .h ink i t  was

the th i rd  year  that  the f i rs t .  one was born.  Two years l -a ter

f was born, '  one year laler, Carmen and then my younger brother

a year  afLer  that .  So for  the f i rs t  four  years there were no

chi ldren and then in  the l -ast  four  vears there were four  of

t-I:i .

How did your parents pass away?

W e I l - ,  i t  w a s  a f t e r  t h e  w a r .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w w h a t  k i n d  o f  d i s e a s e

they  go t  in  Mex ico .  They  thought  i t  was  typho id ,  buL I  don ' t

th ink  i t .  was  because they  say-  o f  course ,  I  never  knew th is

because I  was  jus t  two years  o ld -  they  go t  some red  spots  and

t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y  e n d e d ,  I  t h i n k ,  i n  t h r e e  m o n t h s . . . d i e d .

My fa ther  was a  bus inessman and he  had a  bro ther - in -1aw t .ha t

was a  doc tor .  He was coming f rom the  Sta tes  and went  to  v is i t .

h i s  s o n - i n - l a w .  H e  g o t  t h i s  d i s e a s e .  H e  w a s  a  d o c t o r  a n d  w a s

in fec ted  by  some o f  the  pa t . ien t .s  he  had.  My fa ther ,  they  say ,

he  had go t ten  c lose  to  see when they  were  g iv ing  h im a  shot

and someth ing  dropped in  h is  eye .  For ty  days  la te r  he  go t  the

d i s e a s e ,  t o o .  T w o  m o n t h s  l - a t e r  m y  f a t h e r  d i e d ;  h i s  s i s t e r ,

P , .



and  the  docLor ,  h i s  b ro the r - i n - Iaw ,  d ied ,  a I so .  My  mo the r  go t

verv.  verv s i -L  Tharz sA\ /  that .  She was that  way for  for tyY V L I  t  - " - I

days .  .  .  a lmost  unconsc ious .  She recovered,  bu t  w i th in  a  year

she d ied .  I  th ink  she was too  weak and she d ied  f rom upset

s tomach or  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  Of  course ,  in  those days ,  the

doc tors  d idn ' t  know as  much then as  they  do  now.

Where  were  your  mother 's  paren ts  f rom?

My mother 's  fa ther  was one o f  the  r i ches t .  land  owners .  He had

a ranch and he  mar r ied  tw ice .  From the  two mar r iages ,  I

t .h ink ,  he  had e igh teen ch i ld ren .

B

R

B

R

B

R

k  r  f r h r a a n  /

t r i  oh t -  een  F ' rnm h i  s  ran r :h .  when!  9 f  r v r r ,

e \ r c r \ /  c ' ne  o f  h i s  ch i l d ren . . . a l I

f a rm.

fn  wh ich  s ta te?

he  d ' i cd  he  . rave  a  f a rm  to/  r r u  Y

a ' i  a l . r f -  aan E- r ra r r rnna nn1-  a
l v r r g Y v "

Monter rey ,  Nuevo Le6n,  and San Lu is  Potos i .  A11,  because i t

was  such a  la rge  area ,  go t  fa rms.  The b igges t .  p lace  is  ca l led

San Franc isco  in ,  I  th ink ,  Nuevo Le6n.  He was a  very  wea l thy

man.  He was my grea t -g randfa ther .  My grandmother  mar r ied  a

lawyer  who was f rom Nuevo Le6n,  f rom Monter rey .  Garc ia  i s  my

m o t h e r ' s  n a m e .  M y  f a t h e r ' s  l f a m i l y ] ,  t h e y  w e r e  B a s q u e .  T h e y

came to Mexico. The Count de la Maza brought him to that

min ing  p1ace,  E f  ReaI  de  Catorce .  Of  course ,  they  were  very

good f r iends .  I  th ink  my grandfa ther  was o f  nob i l i t . y ,  u f f

t i tu fo  de  nobTeza,  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  My grandmother  was

very  c lever  and she sa id ,  r rHere ,  w€ l i ve  in  Amer ican



de fense . . . no t  a  penny . ' t  So  they  were  i n  Rea l  de  CaLorce  and

they were ra ised wi th  the sons of  the Count  de La Maza.  They

brought  professors f rom Europe especia l ly  to  teach them over

there.  I  don ' t  know too much about  th is ,  but  you can imagine.

When they grew older they went to the seminary. And in t.hose

days t .he seminar ies were t .he best  p laces to  learn.

My  fa the r ' s  f am i t y  had  th ree  boys  and  one  g i r l  '  The  g i r l

married a doctor. My Uncle Raymond, when he grew up, was very

smar t .  A t  one  t ime ,  yea rs  l a te r ,  he  was  the  D i recLo r  o f  t he

Univers idad de More] ia  in  MichoacArr .  He never  marr ied.  The

other  son marr ied when he was o lder  and they had two g i r ls .

His  s j -s ter  had s ix  g i r ls .  They were the only  cousins f  ever

knew. Af ter  th is ,  t .he other  son,  Edmundo,  he got  marr ied.  He

was o ld and they had two chi ldren.  We came to the nor th and

never  kept  in  touch wi th  them, except  wi th  the one s i -s ter .  We

were  a lmos t  ra i sed  l i ke  s i s te rs  w i th  the  s i x  daugh te rs .  We l1 ,

t .h is  is  the s tory  of  my famj- l -y .

So when we lost  my father  and mother ,  f ly  mother 's  s is ter

took care of  the four  of  us.  Of  course,  we d idn ' t  have to

worry about money because my father left enough for us. He

owned that  p lace in  Matehual -a.  He owned-  he was par tners wi th

someone- the telephone company and the power company. He had

a factory where t.hey made candies and chocofS.te. You know, in

those days they used to have,  especia l ly  a l -1  t .he Spanish

fami l - i es  i n  t he  a f te rnoon ,  chocoLS. te  l i qu id -  no t  l i ke  cocao .

They make i t  in  tabLetas.  He had moLinos to  gr ind the corn,



B :

R :

but .  th is  k ind  o f  mach inery -  now they  run  on  e lec t r i c i t y -  they

were machines they brought from Switzer land. They burned

c h a r c o a l  t o  m a k e  s t e a m .  I  t h i n k  h e  h a d  f o u r  o f  t h i s  k i n d .

W e  l i v e d  i n  S a n  L u i s .  M y  o l d e r  s i s t e r  g o t  m a r r i e d  w h e n

she was s ix teen years  o ld .  She mar r ied  w i th  th is  Amer ican

named Bob Ross .  A f te r  they  go t  mar r ied  they  moved to  Los

Ange les ,  lCa l i fo rn ia ]  and l i ved  there .  About  tha t  t ime my

younger  s is te r ,  Carmen,  d ied  f rom typho id .  I  th ink ,  maybe,

she drank waLer from the school that was not good and she got

typho id .  In  those days  typho id  las ted  about  fo r ty  days .  They

d idn ' t  f  eed  t .hem,  so  I  th ink  tha t  the  reason they  d ied ,  more

so than t .he  d isease,  was  the  d ie t  they  gave to  them.  They

j u s t  g o t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  m i l k  a n d  s i d r a ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e

t h i s ,  s o  y o u  c a n  j u s t  i m a g i n e .

You ' re  say ing  they  d ied  f rom lack  o f  food?

F r o m  l a c k  o f  f o o d .  I t ' s  d i f f e r e n t  n o w ;  t h e y  f e e d  y o u  a n d  f e e d

y o u  e v e r y t h i n g . . . a  l o t  o f  f o o d ,  b u t  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  t h e y  w o u l d

jus t  g ive  mi lk  fo r  fo r ty  days .  A f te r  th is  she lnad pr3 . rpura ,

you know, someth ing l ike hemophi l ia . She b led f rom

everywhere .  fn  those p laces  t .he  hosp i ta ls  were  no t  very  good,

so  she d ied .  My younger  b ro ther  s tud ied  med ic ine  and became

a  d o c t o r .  W e l I ,  h e  d i e d  i n  H o u s t o n .  W e I l - ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  s r o r v

o f  my fami ly .  We were  ra ised by  my aunL.  I  was  e igh teen

years old when my aunt died. When I  was going to school I

l i ved  w i th  my grand-aunt - in - law.  But  we a lways  looked to  her

as  i f  she  was our  g randmot .her  because she was so  c lose  to  us .



B

R

B

R

B

R

B

R

She was qu i te  a  1ady .

Did she support  you?

She was a very r ich woman. You know, in those days, the only

th ing  they  d id ,  those k inds  o f  peop le ,  was  own houses .  I

don' t  know how many she had. And she was owner of part  of  the

Mina de  Santa  Mar ia  de l  Oro .  Now,  Santa  Mar ia  in  San Lu is

P o t o s i  i n  M a t e h u a l a  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  r i c h e s t  s i l v e r  m i n e s .

Whenever she needed to she sold one house and then she sol-d

another  house,  then she so ld  another  house.  (chuck les)  That

was the  th ing .  But  we d idn ' t  need to  because we s t i l - I  had

someth ing ;  even when I  go t  mar r ied  I  so ld  the  res t  o f  the

things we had and kept t .he money in the bank so my brother

c o u ] d  f i n i s h  s c h o o l - . . . t h e  o n e  w h o  w a s  a  d o c t o r .

Was he  a  med ica l  doc tor?

Y e s ,  a  m e d i c a l -  d o c t o r .  H e  d i e d  o f  c a n c e r .  I  t o o k  h i m  t o

Houston ,  buL there  was no t .h ing  they  cou ld  do .  f  s tayed w i th

h im fo r  s ix  months  in  t .ha t  hosp i ta l  in  Houston .  I  knew the

h o s p i t a l  w e l - l .  I  w a s  v e r y  p o p u l a r .  S i n c e  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o o

much to  do  I  used t .o  do  a  lo t  o f  soc ia l  work ,  so  I  in t roduced

p e o p l e  a n d  t o l d  t h e m  t o  g o  t o  t h i s  d o c t o r  o r  t h a t  p I a c e .  I

be longed,  in  a  wd1r ,  to  the  hosp i ta l .  A f te r  s ix  months  o f

b e i n g  t h e r e  n e a r l y  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s  a  d a y . . . c a n  y o u  i m a g i n e ?

You were  a lmost  l - i ke  the  soc ia l  admin is t ra to r .

Vo c  E- r ro  r rzhndrz  l rn  o r^ r  ma

When d id  he  d ie?

H e  d i e d . . . f  d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  e x a c t l y ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s  [ 1 9 ] 6 6



B

R

or 1]-9) 6t .

How did you meet your husband?

I  went  on vacat ion to  Estac i6n de Catorce where my s is ter  and

her husband l ived. He was the manager of the rubber company

there. They made the rubber from Lhe guayule. During the war

they used that  k ind of  rubber  because they made a very specia l

rubber ,  a  very s t rong rubber ,  that  they needed in  the war .  I

went  there on vacat ion and the last  year  before f  got  marr ied

I  taught  school  for  that  company. . . the Cont inenta l  Rubber

Company.  Of  course,  s ince my brot .her- in- law was the manager

they gave me t .hat  pos i t ion and we taught  Spanish.  That  was a

schoo l  j us t  f o r . . . no t  t he  wo rkmen .

Chi ldren of  the manaqers.B

R

B

R

B

R

Yes .  I  t augh t  f rom the  f i r s t  t h rough  the  s i x th  g rade .

taught  over  there for  one year  before f  got  marr ied.

How old were you when you were there for that year?

Ano l-

I  w a s  a b o u t  t w e n t y - o n e . . . b e t w e e n  t w e n t y - o n e  a n d  t w e n t y - t w o .

Then I  go t .  mar r ied .

How did you meet your husband?

There  was a  pre t ty  c lose  p lace  to  t .ha t  one.  And in  tha t

p I a c e ,  t h e  n e x t  e s t a c i 6 n  w a s  a b o u t  f i f t e e n  k i l o m e t e r s  a w a y .

He worked fo r  a  Br i t i sh  company.  I  don, t  remember  t .he  name o f

the  company.  He and V icente  C isneros  be longed to  E I  Paso,  to

the  UTEP,  [The Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso] .  The two o f

them worked over  there  in  Catorce .  So tha t  i s  t .he  wav.

f t  took  me four  years  be fore  f  dec ided to  mar ry  h im.



B

R

B

R

B

D

Who introduced you to him?

Everywhere ,  you  know,  the  fami l ies  ge t  too  c lose .

What did you think of him when you f i rst  saw him?

That  f  was  never  go ing  to  mar ry  h im.

why?

I  d o n ' t  k n o w .  I  l i k e d  t o  h a v e  a t

f r i e n d s .  W e  w e r e  s o  d i f f e r e n t .

He was a  good boy ,  bu t  he  was

s t a r t e d  i n s i s t i n g  a n d  i n s i s t i n g

sa id ,  I 'Okay ,  I '  1 l -  mar ry  you.  ' ,

Where did he propose to you?

t h e s e  t i m e s . . . I  h a d  a  l o t  o f

You know,  he  was so  qu ie t .

q u i e t ,  w e f I ,  d i f f e r e n t .  H e

and ins is t ing  and one day  I

B

R rn  El  Real  de Catorce where my brother- in- law was t .he manager .

There was a lo t  o f  soc ia l rz tng between the two p laces.  There

were quit.e a few Americans in the other company, so we wourd

ge t  t oo  c lose .  One  t ime  [ t h i s  f e l ] ow l  ,  he  was  the  manaqer  o f

the other  p lace,  wanted to  come to see f f ie ,  but  I  was very l

very young. In those days I was very young. And when t.his

fe l - l ow  came they  to ld  h im  tha t  I  wasn , t  t he re .  He  came to

v i s i t  me  and  I  sa id ,  "No . "  He  was  d i vo rced  and  you  know,  fo r

people l ike us,  ld ivorce]  was one of  the th ings that  was out ,

of the other world, so they never let me even say a word to

h im.  He came to v is i t  me and they to ld  h im that  I  wasn, t

there.  o f  course,  there were some fe l lows at  the schoor- .

The re  was  th i s  l awyer .  He  wan ted  to  mar ryme,  bu t  I  d idn , t .  .

.  r  l iked to  have a lo t  o f  f r iends and r  t iked to  s tudy and

I  was happy.  But  one dry,  I  don, t  know,  I  dec ided to  get



marr ied wi th  h im and I  have been very happy wi th  h im.

made a veryl very nice couple. We have been through

th i nqs .

have

many

Where did you have your wedding?

Di f fe ren t  than my fami ly .  You know,  by  tha t  t ime my aunt  had

d ied ,  so  i t  was  jus t  my bro ther  and I .  We were  l i v ing  w i th

that grand-aunt.  She had a daughter who had died and that was

the only daughter she ever had. For ten years she wore bl-ack

because she was in  mourn ing .  By  tha t  t ime my s is te r  was

I iv ing  in  Ca l - i f  o rn ia  because they  had some bus  j -ness  in

Ca l i fo rn ia  w i th  the  same company.  They  had c l -osed the  p lace

they  had in  Catorce ,  bu t  they  wen l  to  Ca l i fo rn ia .  They  had

a n o t h e r  p l a c e ,  s o  h e  w a s  w o r k i n g  o v e r  t h e r e .  S o  t h e  o n l y  o n e s

thaL s tayed were  my s is te r  and my bro ther .  He was even

younger .  He was s t i l l  i n  schoo l .  To  have had a  wedd ing  in

San Lu is  Pot .os i  wou ld  have been a  very  b ig  a f fa i r .  I t  wou ld

have to be a very big recept ion and my family would have spent

a  1 o t  o f  m o n e y .  I  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  d o  t h a t ,  s o  I  s a i d ,  " f  w i l l

go  and mar ry  in  the  SLates .  ' t  I  was  mar r ied  by  the  1aw in

Mex ico ,  bu t  I  s tayed in  my house.  Oh,  they  wou ldn ' t  l -e t  me

g o ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  [ o .  T h e n  I  w e n t  t o  S a n  A n t o n i o ,  l T e x a s ]  a n d

g o t  m a r r i e d  t h e r e .

Why in San Antonio?

Because i t  was  the  c loses t ,  you  know,  and a t  th is  t ime the

t r a i n ,  E f  A g u i l a  A z t e c a ,  p a s s e d  b y  S a n  L u i s  P o t o s i .  I t  g o e s

s t ra igh t  to  Laredo,  [Texas l  to  San Anton io .  The b ishop in  San

We

t i ( J

B :

R :

B :

R :



Lu is  Potos i  wro te  a  le t te r  to  the  b ishop in  San Anton io  and

to ld  h im tha t  I  wanted  to  mar ry .  But  the  reason I  went  to

marry over there was because I  didn' t  have anybody to help me

in  my fami ly  to  make t .he  recept ion .  I  needed to  spend a  lo t

o f  money and th ings  l - i ke  th is ,  bu t  a t  tha t  t ime th ings  had

been go ing  and go ing  and I  dec ided I  was  go ing  to  mar ry  in  the

Sta tes .  r  was  go ing  to  ge t  mar r ied  in  E I  Co leg io  de1 Sagrado

Coraz6n-  the  Sacred Hear t  S is te rs -  bu t  the  t . ra in  was de l -aved

because in  those days  the  t ra ins  were  no t  as  accura te .  By  t .he

t . ime I  go t  there  there  was no  mass  and there  was no  serv ice ,

so  f  went  and go t  mar r ied  en  7a  igTes ia ,  in  a  church .  I  th ink

i t  was  a  ca thedra l .

B :  D id  you have a  chaperon r id ing  w i th  you on  the  t ra in  f rom your

home to San Antonio?

My b ro the r - i n - Iaw ,  o f  cou rse .

And where was Mr.  Rosas at .  t .he t ime?

He came the next  day because I  sent  h im to buy the r ings and

th ings  l i ke  tha t .  We  go t  mar r i ed  i n  San  An ton io .

He took t i -me of f  f rom work?

Yes.  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  the  b ishop was busy  a t  a  luncheon

someplace or  someth ing .  My bro ther - in - law had to  go  because

h i s  w i f e ,  f f i y  s i s t e r ,  w a s  e x p e c t i n g  a  b a b y . . . P e g g y .  S h e  w a s

b o r n  i n  L o n g  B e a c h ,  [ C a l i f o r n i a ] .  T h a t ' s  w h e r e  t h e y  l i v e d  a n d

he needed to  go  because h is  w i fe  was hav ing  a  baby .  He t .o ld

f r e  ,  r t f  w o n ' t  l e a v e  y o u  h e r e .  I ' l - l -  t a k e  y o u  w i t h  m e .  "  I  t o l d

Ramon and he  sa id ,  "Okay ,  we '  l - l  go  to  Los  Ang les  and ge t
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marr ied

he  sa id

bishop

over  there .  "  So we go t  in  touch w i th

r rokay . r r  He knew h im,  he  had a  maid

i n  S a n  L u i s  P o t o s i .  .  .

End of Tape One

Side  A

Beginning of Tape One

Side  B

the bishop and

from the other

We went on our honeymoon to

t h e l  c e n t e n a r y  o f  D a l - l - a s .

f h o r a : n r l  r - t f  n r r r r r c r a  f h c r c
u r r e !  v  q r r s ,  e v u !  e v  ,

Did you speak Engl ish?

Da I l -as ,  ITexas ]  I t  was  Idu r ing

They ce lebrate th is .  We stayed

were a lo t  o f  new th inqs for  me.

B

R No. You know, the thing with fre, I  have my ears used to

hear ing Engl ish,  but .  I  d idn ' t .  speak because I  had my brot .her-

in- law and I  had two cousins marr ied wi th  the Amer icans.  As

for  t .he cousins,  ds I  to l -d  you,  there were s ix .  Three got

mar r i ed  w i th  the  Amer i cans  and  the  o the r  t h ree . . .we  qo t

mar r i ed  w i th  Mex icans .

But. your husband spoke English because he came to the United

S ta tes  as  a  young  boy .

R

B

R

Yes

D i d

He

he

gave

give you a wedding g i f t r

me  a  wa tch .
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Do you s t i l - l  have the  watch?

n r a  / 1 ^ " ^ L ^ \  T  d o n ' t .  H e  d i d n ' t  k n o w  t o o  m u c h  a b o u t  h o w  o n e! \ v ,  \ r q u Y r r D /  l

marr ies in  Mexico because he was ra ised in  the States.  He

doesn'L know Loo much about  that .  So we stayed in  San Antonio

and then afLer San Antoni-o we went to ntI-f"" and stayed in

th is  fa i r  because there was a b ig fa i r ,  you know, a lo t  o f

th ings.  You know, i t  was the centenary when we stayed in

Da l - Ias .  As  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t ,  t he re  i s  no  d i f f e rence  where  I

go on a honeymoon.  I  th ink you just  waste your  money because

( laughs )  t he  who l -e  th ing  i s  t he  same.

When we came back from the honeymoon we went to l- ive in

t.he place that he worked. The name of the place was Wadley.

And he was up on the mine and he was,  I ike,  the foreman.

Vicente Cisneros was over  there.  The manaqer  was Stover .  We

went on the weekends down the hi l l  because that was utr on the

h i l l s .  We  needed  to  r i de  ho rses  to  go  up  to  the  m ine .

Where did you l- ive in Wadley? Was there a mining camp?

Yes,  i t  was a min ing camp,  but  the min ing camp was hal - f  up the

h i l l . . .whe re  t . he  m ine  was .  And  down  the  h i l l  was  t he  s ta t i on .

They woul-d bring t.he ore down by wires in canasti l-7asl you

know. They brought  i t  down to Wadley.  As a mat ter  o f  fact ,

when I was married for about f ive or six months Ramon's mother

d ied . . . f r om one  day  to  ano the r .  The re  was  no  t ime  fo r

anyth ing.  The doctor-  we have a doctor  over  there and he was

a very good doctor- said, "I always thought that the lady had

a tumor or  someth ing.  "  Maybe that  broke or  someth ing because

B :

R :
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she d ied wi th in  twenty- four  hours.

expect ing my daughter .

In  Wadley?

And w i th  th is  f  was  a lso

In  Wadley.  I  was expect ing her ,  so when she was born I  named

her  a f te r  Ramon 's  mo the r ,  Es the r .  She  was  neve r  ca l - I ed

Es the r .  She  was  ca l l - ed  Tappy  a l l  he r  l i f e .

When you l ived in  the min ing camps,  was there a town?

No,  up there there was not  a  Lown.

Can you describe to me how you l ived in Wadley?

There were three l types of ]  houses there.  There were the ones

for  the miners because the mines were there,  bu l  we d idn ' t

have anyth ing to  do wi th  the miners.  There were a few for  the

emp loyees .  Bu t  t he  b igges t  one  was  fo r  S tove r ,  h i s  w i fe ,

V i rg in ia ,  and  he r  ch i l d ren .  The re  were  the  two  bache lo rs ,

Ramon and Vicente Cisneros and some fe l lows who worked in  the

of f ice.  There was a couple,  . fenk i -ns (?)  .  They l ived over

there,  too.  But  every weekend we would go down and stay in

Wadley,  because we were up on the h i l l  and the of f ice was

down.  We wen t  up  and  down  t .hese  h i l l s  a l - l  t he  t ime . . . r i d ing

horses.  But  he had too much of  th is  p lace because af ter  a  few

months he decided he was going to  the Phi l ipp ines.  They

o f f e red  h im  the  j ob .

You had a l ready del - ivered your  baby?

No .

You were pregnant?

Yeah,  f  was expect ing the baby.  She was born th i r teen mont .hs

B :

R :
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a f t e r  I  was  mar r i ed . . . t h i r t een  mon ths .  He  wen t  t o  t he

Phi l ipp ines.  The two of  us had a l ready the reservat ions to  go

on the same boat to the Phil ippines, bul he decided that I was

go ing  w i th  h im .  And  he  sa id ,  r r l , e t ' s  go  to  San  F ranc i sco  and

we '1 l  ask  the  doc to r  o f  t he  boa t .  I f  he  takes  ca re  o f  You ,

you wi l l  go wi th  me and i f  he doesn' t ,  then you stay in  San

Francisco.  "  I  sa id,  r r f  'm noL crazy enough to go and stay i -n

San Francisco where I  don ' t  know anybody and I  don ' t  even

speak  Eng l i sh !  No ,  I ' 11  s tay  i n  my  own  house ! "  One  doc to r

t.old me that I could qo when I was sure thaL I could not r ide

over  there.  I  went .  to  see anot .her  in  San Luis  and he to ld  me,

"You are in  per fect  heal - th  condi t ion,  but  you need to be sure

that  th is  baby is  not  go ing to  be born on the way."  And i t

was exact ly  l ike t .hat .  Ramon le f t  and the day he arr ived in

Japan was the day my baby was born.  So when t .h is  happened. . .

You were in  San Luis  Potos i?

I went. to San Luis Potosi and stayed with my aunt, fry grand

A U I I L  .

So your  baby was born in  San Luis?

In  San  Lu i s  Po tos i .  When  t he  baby  was  f i f t een  days  o l d . . .

You know, in those days they would keep you in bed for quite

a b i t  o f  t ime.  I  th ink t .hey kept  me in  bed f  or  ten or  twelve

days.  I  got  up the next  d^y,  got  my mois6s.  In  those days

they were made out  o f  bamboo,  the I i t t le  th ings to  carry  the

baby. I took my baby and went from Catorce to San Antonio,

and f rom San Antonio t .o  Long Beach near  Los Angeles.  Of

B :
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course,  over  there were my s is ter  and n ieces.  I  never  knew

t.hem and they never knew me. When I arr ived over there, I

wen l  j us t  where  the  peop le  wen t .  I  sa id  to  myse l f ,  " I  t h ink

maybe I 'm going the r ight  p lace to  get  out  t .o  the.  .  .  "  And

th i s  b lack  boy ,  he  took  my  luggage .  I  d idn ' t  know wh ich  one

was  m ine  because  they  a l l  we re  exac t l y  t he  same.  I  d idn ' t

know the d i f ference between one and another .  And I  just  ran

away,  of  course,  wi th  the baby in  my arms.  I  th ink maybe

somebody gave them the signr 1rou know, a reference of what I

l -ooked l - ike,  because somebody ca11ed me by my name.  I t  was my

brother- in- l -aw and my s is ter .  I  s tayed in  Long Beach a couple

of  days then one of  my s is ter 's  daughters took me up to  San

Francisco t .o  get  the boat .

,Just you and your baby?

Ycs -  me and mw h:bw T went  to  San FranciscO and then tO theL v p  I

Phi l ipp ines.  I  le f t  when the baby was two weeks o ld and I

arrived in Manila when Lhe baby was two months ol-d. Can you

imagine? Bueno, that was another thing, you know, when Ramon

and  I ,  be fo re  we  go t  ma r r i ed . . .

When you were cour t ing?

Court . ing.  He even gave me a present  one t ime,  a l ight .er -  i t

was gold-  to  l ight  my c igaret tes.  And r ight  a f ter  we got

marr ied,  he sa j -d,  "  iOye!  You smoke too much.  You bet ter  qu i t

you r  smok ing . "  A  l i t t l e  l a t e r  he  wou ld  t e l l  me ,  " I  don 'L  wan t

you  t o  smoke . "  Jus t  l i ke . . .  ( snaps  f i nge rs )  So  now  my

problems star ted.  The only  th ing we ever  had f ights  over ,



B
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ever  had prob lems,  were  over  t .he  c igare t tes .  He wou ld  f ind  my

c i g a r e t t e s ,  t a k e  m y  c i g a r e t t e s  a n d  d o  i t  l i k e  t h i s  ( i m i t a t e s

b r e a k i n g  a  c i g a r e t t e )  a n d  t h r o w  i t  o u t .  I  w a n t e d  t o  k i I l  h i m '

b u t  I  c o u l d n ' t .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  t h i n g .

So when he met me in Mani l-a,  you know, he was down [on

the  p ie r l  and I  was  up  [ in  the  cab in ]  and I  wanted  t .o  t ry  to

see h im.  And he  was coming up  to  see me.  F ina l l y ,  wo go t

f  nc re f  her  in  m\ , /  room.  Of  course ,  I  t rave led  f i rs t  c l -ass ,  w i ths v : r u

everything and I  had a wonderful  t ime on the boat.  I  knew how

t - n  n l  r r z  l . r r i  A a a
u v y r q l v l r u Y v .

You learned how to  p lay  b r idge on  the  boat?

I  l -earned how to  p lay  b r idge when I  s tayed w i th  my s is te r

because they needed somebody to make the fourth and that was

the  way I  learned to  p lay  b r idge.  There  was a  German fe l l -ow

who was over t .here and he was wit .h some f  r iends, a Swiss

coup le .  And th is  f  e I low,  w i th  me and the  two o f  t .hem,  we made

the four .  And we p layed br idge a l l  the  t . ime.

Th is  was on  the  boat?

On the  boat .  You know,  there  was the  nurse  who took  care

o f  . . .  I  f o r g o t  t o  t . e l l  y o u  a n o t h e r  t . h i n g ,  t h e  m a i n  t h i n g .

Af te r  about  a  coup le  o f  days  on  the  boat  the  baby  s ta r ted

hav ing  d ia r rhea.  But ,  you  know,  I  had never  seen ch i l -d ren

because we a l -most  g rew up together .  So I  ca l led  the  nurse  and

told her about.  i t . .  They brought one Marine who was in Panama.

A lo t  o f  these peop le  were  be ing  taken to  Man i la .  And a  lo t

o f  t .hese o f f i c ia ls  and the  w ives  o f  the  o f f i c ia l -s  were  over

B

R
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there.  so they brought  one of  these t .o  be my in terpreter  to

te1I  the doctor .  You know, they took me out  o f  my room and

closed the door  and I  d idn ' t  know what  was going on.  So wi th

th i s  f e l I ow . . . he  spoke  j us t  a  few  words  i n  Eng l i sh .  One  day

I  dec ided t .o  te l l  the doctor  that  maybe I  d idn,  t  have enough

mi lk .  I  remember when I  was on the t ra in  a lady was over

there and tord me that  her  daughter  had a l - i t t le  problem

because her  baby s tar ted having d iar rhea.  so when r  s tar ted

seeing that  there was a l i t t l -e  b lood r  sa id that  t .he th ing was

because  she  doesn ' t  have  any  m i1k .  so  r  t o ld  th i s  f e l l - ow  to

t .e I l  the doctor ,  "Maybe I  don, t  have any mi lk .  "  Of  course,  I

a lways have had too much i  n  hcra /nhrrg}< lsg and point .s  to

breast )  but  a l - l -  was lost  because r  had no mi lk .  so the doctor

sa id,  r rYes.  r r  Every morning they brought  a t ray 1 ike th is

(demons t ra tes  d imens ions  o f  t ray )  w i th  l i t t r e  bo t t l es ,  a  bunch

o f  bo t t l - es  fo r  t he  baby .  A f te r  t ha t ,  she  was  the  bes t  baby  r

ever  had in  my 1 i fe .  You know, when we arr ived in  Honolu]u r

want .ed to  go and see the town because the boat .  goes so c lose

to  the  town . . . i ns ide  o f  t he  town .  Bu t  t he  o "oo ,  when  they

gave  he r  t he  f i r s t  bo t t l - e  cha  c l an t -  ^ i gh t  hou rs . . . a l l  day

1ong .

Eight  hours?

she was starv ing because she had no mirk .  So af ter  th is  the

doc to rs  to ld  f r€ ,  "Look ,  you , re  j us t  go ing  to  have  to  use

powdered mi lk  every t ime you t ravel -  because i t  is  easy to  f ix .

But  as soon as \ . ro | r  rvo l -  fn  the Phi l ipp ines,  you star t  g iv ing
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the baby Carnat ion mi lk .  "  And,  you know, he d id not  have any

space,  so when I  got  to  Mani la  the f i rs t  th ing I  d id  was I

bought t.he Carnation milk and started changing. you know,

you ' re  supposed  to  s ta r t  chang ing  i t  l i t t l e  by  l _ i t . t l e .  No ,  f

changed i t  a l - l  aL once.  She never  got  s ick.  Another  th ing he

t .o l -d  me was,  r rYou are going to  th is  very hot .  p1ace,  so the

baby should not  wear  any c lo thes but .  her  d iapers or  she wi l l

get  s j -ck. "  Unt i l -  she was two years o ld,  when she star ted

us ing  one  and  a  ha l - f  s i ze  shoes ,  a  d i ape r ,  and  she  was . . .

Because : - t  was  so  ha rd . . . so  t e r r i b l e  a  t ime .  And  t ha t  was  t he

way . . .

when you arr ived at  the por t  and d isembarked,  was that  the

f i rs t  t . ime your  husband had seen h is  daughter?

Yes. And do you know what he did? r wanted to murder him.

I  sa id,  " I  don ' t .  care now Ramon,  I  brought  mypack of  Amer ican

cigaret tes that  r  had on the dress ing tab le.  "  The f i rs t  t .h inq

he d id instead of  go ing and seeing the baby,  he took our  my

pack of  c igaret tes and threw i t  out  the por t  ho le in to the

ocean .  oh ,  r  was  so  mad  w i t . h  h im !  r  sa id ,  " r  wan t  t o  come

back  on  the  same boa t  !  "  Bu t  r  d idn ' t  have  the  money  to  do  i t .

So ,  l e t  me  te l l  you ,  we  wen t  t o  the  Man i l a  HoLe l  and  we

wanted the f i f th  or  s ix th f loor  because when you,  re  above the

for th  or  f i f th  f loor  the mosqui toes don,  t  go t .hat  h igh,  so you

can leave the windows open. But r looked through the window

and (gasps)  r  saw someth ing r  thought  i t  was a shark.  you

know,  i t  was  an  a l l i ga to r .  We l I ,  i t  was  a  b ig  one ,  and  i t



s a i d /  " C h a k o ,  c h a k o .  "

arms around Ramon and

a b o u t  m y  c i g a r e t t e s .

was so  mad.

Wel l ,  f  was  so  scared tha t  I  pu t  my

forgot that f  was so mad and f  forgot

rea l l y  wanted  to  go  back .  That  day  I

I

I

So we stayed, but we needed two or four more days to go

f rom that  prace to  Mani la  because we l ived in  sur iqao.  we

stayed in  Sur igao and went  to  the min ing camp.  That  was my

tr ip .  Of  course,  when I  was on t .he boat  I  had a very n ice

time, you know. There \^rere nurses; I paid them to keep the

baby so that  r  coul -d go to  the movie theater .  They had

theaters on the ,Japanese boats,  buL not  on the Amer ican.  They

had a Casino Night and there r played bridge with these

people.  one n ight .  they had a p ic ture show; another  n ight  they

had cas ino gambl ing;  and in  another  they had a dance.  r  went

to  the  dance ,  o f  cou rse . f  was  i n  my  f i r s t  twen t i es ,  so  I

rea l  l v  en i r ' r rzer l  f  ha l -  f  r i  n  Yecr  1 - r rz  t -  ha  t - il s q r r y  E r r J L J y c u  u r r q u  L l r y  , , m e  I  g o t  o v e r  t h e r e ,

the ext ra three hundred and f i f ty  do l lars  r  had in  money r

spent  on th is  and that .  But  I  had a good t . ime.

From there we went  to  th is  p lace.  And we needed to leave

the  Ph i l i pp ines .  rn  Lhe  ma in  house  where  we  s t ,ayed . . . because

they were just  bu i ld ing the houses for  us.  The f i rs l  one thev

f in ished was for  the manager .  That  was Thomson.  His  name was

Joe Thomson and he was marr ied to  th is  1ady.  she was qui te

someth ing.  You know, th is  woman.  .  .  she d id.n,  t .  dr ink:  she

d idn ' t  smoke ;  she  d idn ' t  wan t  t o  ea t  any th ing  w i th  ga r l i c ,

because  she  was  one  o f  t hese  pu r i t ans .  r t  was  a  ho r r i b le
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th ing, but the good thing was that they taught.  me how to take

care  o f  my baby .  You can imag ine ,  me be ing  be tween twenty - two

and twenty - t .h ree ,  and the  o ld  one,  she was pre t t .y  c1ose to

f i f t y ,  and the  o ther  lady  who was over  there  was fo r ty - f i ve  o r

s o m e t h j - n g  l i k e  t h i s .  M r s .  , J o n e s ,  t h e  t r a i l  b o s s ' s  w i f e ,  l i v e d

in  the  bes t  house,  so  fo r  awh i le  we were  a l r igh t .  You know,

they  l i ked  the  baby  very  much and th ings  l i ke  th is ,  bu t  you

s tar t  go ing  to  one po in t .  I  had  a  servant  and she wanLed me

to  ge t  r id  o f  tha t  servant .  She was a  nurse ,  th is  servant . ,

bu t  w i th  the  money we pa id  her  she wanted  to  take  care  o f  the

baby.  She wanted  me to  f i re  her  because they  thought  she was

g o i n g  a r o u n d  h e r e  o r  t h e r e  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I  s a i d ,  . N o . r t  I

s a i d ,  " I ' m  n o t  g e t t i n g  r i d  o f  h e r .  I  d o n , t  k n o w  w h a t  I  w o u l _ d

do.  I  don ' t  know how to  wash t .he  c lo thes  fo r  the  baby .  I

d o n ' t  k n o w  a n y t h i n g . "  O f  c o u r s e ,  I  d i d n ' t  k n o w .  T h e  o n l y

th ing  f  used to  do  is  wash and i ron  my brasser ie  and my

stock ings  and my pants .  That  was  a l l  I  knew how to  do .  So we

star ted  hav ing  some prob lems w i th  th is  one.  She even to ld  me

once thaL I  was  a  countess ,  l -a  condesa,  because f  cou ldn , t  do

a n y t h i n g .  I  s a i d ,  " W e 1 1 ,  I  h a v e  n e v e r  d o n e  t h i s  i n  m y  l i f e ,

so what shoul-d I  do? "

One day we had a b ig problem. I  don, t  know what

because . . . i t  doesn ' t  ma t . t e r  wha t  j - t  was ,  buL  we  had  a  p rob lem

and I  to ld  Ramon,  , ' I  am leav ing t .h is  p1ace.  I f  you want .  to

stay you can stay.  f  am leav ing th is  p lace.  I  cannot  s tand

i t  any longer . "  You know, Mrs.  Jones and I ,  we even went  and
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cooked the bread for  the whole week because there was no other

p lace.  We were just  a l -most  in  the jungle.  And th is  woman

came and t.ook the bread that we had baked and took it  to her

house .  I  j us t  cou l -dn ' t  s tand  i t ,  you  know.  f  was  no t  used  to

those  th ings ,  so  I  sa id  to  Ramon ,  " f f  you  wan t  t o  s tay  you  can

stay.  "  And,  you know, she even went  and to ld  me,  "Oh,  you are

los ing your  oppor tuni t ies that  you may have here.  "  And th ings

l - i ke  th i s .  I  sa ld ,  "We l - l  ,  i f  he  wan ts  to  s tay  he  w i l f  s tay ,

but  I  am leav ing.  I  am not  go ing to  s tay here one more day."

As a mat ter  o f  fact ,  f  was very good f r iends wi th  th is

German woman who was married with this swiss fel]ow and they

owned a market, a supermarket, where we go and buy al-I of our

grocer ies and th ings l ike th is .  And when r  was going on the

boa t  f  meL  a  g i r l ,  F i l i p i no ,  ha l f . . . she  was  pa r t .  F i l i p i no  and

her  fa ther  was a spaniard.  They owned t inav ieras,  a l l  the b ig

boats that .  made the t r ips to  the is ]ands.  And there are about

f ive thousand isrands.  And they had d i f ferent  k inds of  boats

that  made these t r ips.  And r  t .o ld  th is  German woman that  th is

g i r l  had t .ord me i f  r  want .ed to  go to  cevu.  she had the house

of  her  s is ter  who was a widow- her  husband had d ied-  and that

she cou]d open that house for me and that we can go and stay

in that. house. so when r tord this t.o the German woman, she

sa id ,  "Don ' t  do  i t .  You  don ' t  have  any  i dea  how wea l thy  these

people are.  You cannot  af ford to  go have th is  house opened.  "

She  sa id ,  r rYou  don ' t  wo r ry .  I  w i l l  f  i x  a  p lace  fo r  you .  Le t

me cal - f  a  f r iend of  ours.  Her  husband is  swiss.  He is  the



Swiss  consu l  and he  and h is  w i fe  l - j -ve  in  Cevu.  f f  you  want  to

9 o . . .  .  r r  f  w a n t e d  t o  g o  a n d  b r e a t . h e  a n d  s t a y  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e

away f rom tha t  p lace .

So I  went  to  tha t  p lace  w i thout  knowing them.  In  the

morn ing  when the  boat  a r r i ved-  o f  course ,  I  took  my maid  to

take care of the baby and me when were going over there- f

looked through the window and saw that there was nobody

w a i t i n g  f o r  m e .  W e l l ,  I  w a i t e d  a n d  w a i t e d  t h e n  I  d e c i d e d  t h a t

f ' d  b e t t e r  g o .  f  k e p t  t h e  a d d r e s s  a n d  I  t o o k  a  t a x i  t o  t h a t

p l a c e .  T h a t  w a s  t . h e  f i r s t  t i m e  r  h a d  s e e n  a  F i l i p i n o  h o u s e .

You know,  these houses  have s teps  go ing  one way and a  f la t

p lace  here  and s teps  go ing  another  way and fu l l  o f  s l ippers

because they  take  Lhe i r  shoes  o f f  to  go  about .  They  have

t . h e s e  f l o o r s .  T h e y  a r e  l i k e  m u r a l s . .  . b e a u t i f u l  w o o d .  r  w e n t

up  the  s teps  and sonny-  tha t  was  the  name o f  the  fe l low tha t

r  was  go ing  to  meet  and tha t  was  the  swiss  consu l -  and a

l i t t l e  b o y ,  v e r y  n i c e  b o y ,  c a m e  t o  m e e t  m e .  H e  t o l d  m e  t h a t

they  had a  par ty  the  n igh t  be fore  and h j -s  w i fe  was as leep,  bu t

i f  r  wanted to buy anyt.hing or i f  t .here was anything r needed

he woul-d take me to the drugstore or wherever.  He showed me

to my room and my bathroom; they had an ext.ra bedroom and a

bathroom.  He was the  swiss  consu l  and a t  the  same t ime he

represented  one mach inery  company fo r  min ing . . .b ig  mach inery .

He was in  charge o f  t .h is  th ing .  weI l ,  he  went  to  work  and he

s a i d ,  " M y  w i f e  w i l l  c o m e  d o w n  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r . , '

Yes, she got up about noon and when she looked at me, she
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was so surprised. And when I looked at her I was surprised,

too.  You know, f  was very b londe unt i l  I  was th i r teen and

then my hai r  s tar t .ed get t ing darker  but  my hai r  was s t i l - l  a

I ' i  rr ' l  a ' l  i  oht so when she looked at me and I looked at! + ) J r r e ,

he r . . . she  was  k i nd  o f  sho r t  and  a  l i t t l e -  no t  wh i t e -  a  l - i t t . l e

da rk  and  a  L i t t l e  p lump.  We were  so  su rp r i sed  to  see  each

o the r ,  bu t  she  was  ve ry  n i ce .  Oh ,  we  go t  a long  a l r i gh t .  She

said,  "We are going to  have a par ty  ton ight .  Did you br ing an

even ing  d ress?"  I  sa id ,  r rYes . r '  You  know,  i n  t hose  days ,

every t ime you go to a dinner you always wore an eveningf

dress- rrwe are going to have a party tonight and I want you to

mee l  ou r  f r i ends . "  I  sa id ,  "O f  cou rse ,  t ha t  wou ld  be  ve ry

n i ce .  "  She  sa id ,  ' rBu t ,  | ou  know,  we  a re  go ing  to  p lay  a  j oke

on them. We are going to  in t roduce you as i f  you are my

husband ' s  s i s te r . "  They  i nv i t ed  a  b ig  bunch  o f  peop le  and  she

int . roduced me as her  s is ter - in- Iaw.  And,  you know, everybody

Iooked and t .hought ,  "Oh,  they l -ook so much a l ike.  Of  course,

anyway,  they don ' t  know a word of  German. '  I  was so t i red

af ter  I  had the f i rs t  dr ink.  I  just  went  to  bed and fe l_ I

as leep because of  t .he t r ip  and a l l  the th ings I  d id .

Af ter  th is  I  made such good f r iends of  them. I  used to

go and stay wi th  them one or  two months and,  actuaI ly ,  I

r ea l l y  ra i sed . . . and  Sonny  and  I  wou ld  p lay  b r i dge .  We used  to

go and p lay br idge everywhere.  His  wi fe ,  a t  f i rs t ,  used to  go

w i th  us ,  bu t  we  p layed  much  be t te r  t han  she  d id .  A f te r  she

woul-d l -ose par t  o f  her  money she would decide to  go to  the
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movies .  We kept  p lay ing  br idge and a f te r  she  wou l -d  re tu rn  we

wou ld  go  o f f  together  to  the  house.  We wou ld  p lay  b r idge two

or three days a week. They were very happy with me there and

I  e n j o y e d  t h e m  v e r y ,  v e r y  m u c h .  T r u b . . . t h e i r  n a m e  w a s  T r u b .

End of Tape One

Side  B

Beginning of Tape Ttro

S ide  A

You were te l - l ing me how to spel l  Trub.

I  used to  go at  least  two t imes a year  and stay wi th  them for

a month or  a  month a haI f .  We were such good f r iends.  When

I  had th is  problem wi th these people,  ds I  to ld  you,  I  was

going to  l -eave.  I  to ld  Ramon to ca l - l  and te1 l  the Trubs '  that

he want .ed to  make a reservat ion to  br ing me back,  because we

were  go ing  back .  Then  he  go t  a  w i re  tha t  t o l -d  h im :  "YOU'D

BETTER COME HERE. THERE IS AN OFFER FOR YOU. " So we went to

tha t  p lace  and there  he  go t  a  be t te r  job  than the  one.

Th is  was s t i l - I  in  t .he  Ph i l ipp ines?

In  the  Ph i l ipp ines ,  y€s ,  on  another  i s land.  He go t  in

connect ion  w i th  these peop le  who were  look ing  fo r  somebody to

take  care  o f  th is  mine .  We went  to  th is  o ther  i s land and

s t a y e d  t h e r e .
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Were you happier on that island?

Yes,  very n ice.  There used to be a canadian fe l low over

there,  but  f  don ' t  know i f  he was an engineer  because there

were a lo t  o f  th ings that  were not  r ight .  you see,  they were

not  recover ing a l l  the gold and s i l_ver  that  they could,  so

Ramon got  charge of  that .  p lace.  He became the manager  of  that

p lace,  so we stayed there.  one day there was a t .yphoon and

the whol -e h i l l  meI t .ed.  you know, you could see t .he b ig E.rees

just  coming down.  Everyth ing came down on top of  t .he mi l l .

r  th ink he wi l l  ter l  you what  happened.  The whole th ing was

covered wi th  thousands of  tons of  d i r t  and mud and t rees and

everyth i -ng,  so that  was the end of  the mine.  There was gold,

s i - l ve r . . . go1d  and  s i l ve r  t hey  m ined  t he re .

At  the same t ime we were over  there the brother  of  the

Thomsons '  was over  there.  Ramon of fered h im a job and he went

over  there.  There was a canadian fer l -ow who was marr ied to  an

Amer ican g i r l .  They had a r i t t le  boy,  but .  when they got  a

d ivorce he kept  the ch i ld  and sent  h im to canada.  There was

al -so a couple of  o ther  young people,  the F ierds.  He was an

Amer i -can and she was har f  German and hal f  F i l ip ino.  There was

an  I t a l i an ,  t oo .

we stayed over there, but what Ramon did- r thought that

was the end of  the mine because iL  was covered-  but  Ramon

changed the course of  the r iver  and,  wi th  the whole r iver ,  put

i t  ove r  t he  m i l1 .  you  know,  tha t  was  l i ke  th i s  ( i l l us t ra tes

posi t ions of  r iver  and ocean)  And here is  the ocean.  Wi th
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the r iver  they washed a l r  the d i r t  and washed i t  out  o f  the

mine to  the ocean because that  was the main l r iver ]  go ing to

the ocean. With the canal-es he got enough amaTgama and gold

to pay for  these expenses and reveal  the mi l l .  That  day that

the whole th ing came down he t . r ied to  rescue the gotd bars and

I  ran  a f te r  h im .  I  sa id ,  r rDon ' t .  go !  I t  i s  t oo  dang fe rous . "

You know, two Fil ipinos took me by my arms and held me back.

Ramon got  out  o f  there wi th  the gold they had and,  I  th ink,

f l ve  o r  t en  m inu tes  a f te rwards  the  who le  th inq . . .

Co l l apsed?

cor lapsed.  Just  in  t ime.  But .  they rebui l t  i t  and we stayed

there unt i l  th ings s tar ted to  get  a  l - i t t le  b i t .  dangerous

because of  the war ,  you know, just  before the,Japs invaded the

Ph i l i pp ines .  Then  we  wen t  t o  Man i l a  and  i t  t ook  us  a  l i t t r e

over a mont.h to get. transportation to come back. we went on

a Canadian boat . .  Of  course,  a l l  was dark because by that  t . ime

they had al-ready bombed Pearl- Harbor. Then we arrived in san

Francisco very happy. we got to Los Angeles and that. was the

end of  the t r ip ,  but  when we got  over  there,  they [customs]

t o l d  Ramon ,  "S top .  You 'd  be t t e r  wa i t . ' ,  I  asked  why .  They

jus t  sa id ,  r rYou 'd  be t t e r  wa i t .  "  My  b ro the r - i n - l aw  and  my

sj -s ter  were wai t ing for  us,  but  they never  1et  me t .a lk  to

them. r  don ' t  know what  they wanted.  Af terwards they sa id. ,

" Jus t  ge t  i n  t he  ca r . r r  we  go t  i n to  the  ca r  and  r  cou ld  see

and hear  the s i rens.  I  asked what  was going on.  Wel_ l_,  I  was

j -n a pol ice car .  They just  took me to one p lace and Ramon,



they took h im to another  p lace.

concentrat ion camp.

And here I w a s i n a
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wnere /

I n  L o s  A n g e l e s .

In  a  concent ra t ion  camp?

Wel l - ,  tha t  was  in  San Pedro ,  Sa in t  Peter .  You know,  we s tayed

f  h r o o  r { r r r q  i  n  f  l - r a l -  n l  a n ag q j v l / f g v g .

Why did they put you in the concentration camp?

They thought  that .  I  was a cerman spy.  ( laughs)  yes.  They

sai-d that they had found, or they thought. they had found, some

Mexican passpor ts .  I  don ' t  know how or  what  but ,  anyway,  I

was in  th is  p lace in  Saint  Peter .  I  got  up the next  morn ing,

looked through the window, and r  asked mysel f ,  "What  is  th is?

Is  th i s  baseba l -1?  "  "Oh  no .  r r  They  sa id ,  ' rThose  a re  the

pr isoners .  There  is  A I  Capone.  I ' ( laughs) The problem was

that t.hey said we did not have a passport for my baby, but we

had  a  Le t te r  f rom the  consu l  ove r  t he re  tha t  sa id  a l l  t h i s .

But  because of  that  we stayed three days.  Another  th ing,  I

had a gun t .hat  had bel -onged to Ramon.  I  d idn ' t  want  to  lose

i t ,  so I  had i t  in  my purse.  I  spent  three days in  that

concentrat ion camp or  ja i1 ,  or  whatever  you ca l l  i t ,  w i th  the

gun and a bunch of  shel ls .  When we le f t  they sa id that  s ince

one day was Sunday and the other one was Labor Day, or

somet .h ing l ike th is  ,  d ia  de f  iesta nac ionaT,  a nat ional

hol iday,  we st .ayed three days over  there.

The next  morn ing when I  got  up they served the food.
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m1^^- '  ^ - ] r  " ^ome on and have break fas t .  "  When I  saw i tr  r r E y  D q f  u ,  u

s a i d ,  " I ' m  n o L  g o i n g  t o  e a t  L h i s .  "  I  c o u l - d n ' t  t . e I I  w h a t

w a s :  c o r n  f l - o u r ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  ,  o t  o a t m e a f .

L ike  a  q rue l?  A  cornmeal?

Y e s .  ' r f  ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  e a t  t h i s .  "  I  s a i d .  T h e y  s a i d ,  r r Y o u

can ea t  whatever  you want ,  bu t  you '11  have to  pay .  r r  r ro f

c o u r s e , "  I  s a i d ,  " I ' I l -  p a y . ' '  T h e y  a s k e d  w h a t  I  w a n t e d .  I

s a i d ,  r r l  w a n t  h a m  a n d  e g g s  a n d  a  c u p  o f  c o f f e e . "  I  s t a r t e d  t o

eat i t .  and when I  looked up there were forty pairs of eyes

Iook ing  a t  me and my p la t .e .  I  sa id ,  "Take th is  th ing  away. ' l

O f  course /  I  was  no t  go ing  to  ea t  tha t .

But  they were so af ra id .  There was some Jews over  t .here.

There was t .h is  one who real ly  t .a Iked,  a  Canadian,  because he

kept  get t ing in to the country  i l legal }y  and h is  mother .  The

rest  were . fapanese and a l l -  k inds of  people.  Wel l - ,  a f  ter  these

three days they invest igated and found noth ing.  F ina l ly  they

decided that  we could go.  At  f i rs t  they sa id that  Ramon could

leave,  but  not  me.  Of  course,  they took Ramon to one p lace

and I  was in  another .  Ramon said,  r rHow can I  leave you here?"

I  sa id,  r rYou go ahead and leave.  Go and see t .he consul  or  a

Iawyer  or  whatever .  I  do not  want  to  s tay here.  You,d bet ter

ge t  ou t . "  A t  t ha t  t ime  he  go t  pe rm iss ion  fo r  me  to  l eave ,  bu t

I  s tayed  th ree  days  and  th ree  n igh ts  i n  t ha t  p1ace . . . and  w i th

the gun. They never found it

Where did you hide the gun?

In my purse. When I went to take a shower I took my purse and

I
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put  i t  on top of  the shower.  By then,  r  was get . t ing scared. .

And your baby was with you the entire t ime?

of  course.  Then they to ld  me,  'Now we can send you and your

baby to  any prace,  the best  hospi ta l  you want . "  Because she

had  caugh t  a  d i sease  ove r  t he re  and  had  a  s tomach . . . hookworm.

You know/ we used to go to  the beach and p lay in  the sand.  r

never thought that there was anything. But there were some

peop le  l i v i ng  up  i n  t he  h i l ] s .  you  wou fdn , t  have  known

because you never  saw any houses there.  r t  was just  fu l_ l  o f

t r ees  and  t h i ngs  and  p i l es . . .  r t  was  t he  j ung le ,  so  t he

germs came f rom there.  she was p lay ing wi th  the sand and

these t .h ings.  you get  the eggs f rom here and they get  to  your

stomach. They calr i t  hookworm because they have two hooks

that .  get  in to your  in test ine.  They dr ink your  b l_ood.  This  is

why they ca l - r  i t  hookworm. oh,  r  was so insul - t .ed.  r  sa id,  , , r

don ' t  want  anyth ing f rom you f  can go wherever f  want to.

Let  me go.  "  so we came back here.  By the t ime we came back

they of fered h im the job in  south Amer ica,  so then we went  to

South Amer ica.  we stayed seven years in  Bol iv ia  and one year

in  Buenos Ai res.  r  s tayed a whole year  in  Buenos Ai res and

there was born my second chi1d.

B :

R :

B :

In  Buenos A i res?

f n  B u e n o s  A i r e s .

Te l1  me about  the  t ime

st ra igh t  f rom Los  Ange les

N o .  H e  w e n t .  B y  t h e  t i m e

you spent  in  Bol iv ia .  you wenr

to  Bo l i v i a?

he got  here,  he got  that  o f fer .  He
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w e n t  t o  B o l i v i a  f i r s t .

Which company? What was the name of the company?

f t  was  German.  A  very  r i ch  German fe l l -ow,  Hochf ie ld ,  a  German

, T c u r  ^  \ r A r \ . /  . i C h  G e f m a n  J e w . . .v v y l  ,

And he of fered your  husband a posi t ion?

Yes.  He of fered th is  pos i t ion because the manager  was going

to be the manager  in  Huanchaca.  He used to be the manager  in

Wadley. So when he found Ramon he told him, ,,you just come

wj- th  me to Bol - iv ia . "  He was the manager  over  t .here.  So we

wen t ,  bu t  Ramon  wen t  f i r s t .

And where d id you wai t?

I  wai ted here in  my house in  San Luis  pot .os i .

And you wai ted?

Yes.  r  wai t .ed just  a  couple of  months.  when he arr i -ved they

asked ,  "Why  don ' t .  you  b r i ng  you r  w i fe? "  We l l - ,  he  sa id ,  "The

contract says that you need to be sure that you can stand the

al-t i t .ude because we are at an alt i t .ude that. is four thousand

f ive hundred meters h igh.  "  coming f rom the phi r ipp ines,  that

hot  p lace,  and going up to  a p lace being so ter r ib ly  co ld and

so  h igh ,  bu t  we  l i ved  ve ry  we l1 .

so how d id you get  f rom san Luis  to  Bol iv ia? would you te l l

me about  that?

r ' ' ^ ' r ' 1  L L - !  - - - s  l - h e  l - h i n r y  T h a  l . h i n a qw e J - J - ,  t n a t  W ? p  L - r r c  L r r r r r g  _  W e f e  n O t  V e f y .  .  .  y O U

know, because of  the war .  The men had pr ior i ty  to  go,  but  the

women, we needed to have an opportunity to go and the pranes,

we didn' t  have Anv - srl  T went on a ,Japanese boat . They
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stopped the boat  in  Panama, so here we were in  panama for  two

or  three weeks.  Of  course,  I  s tayed on the boat .  They

treated me wel1. I  had a room and I had everything. Ramon

sent me a wire asking me, "WHEN ARE YOU LEAVING?', and, i lWHy

DON,T YOU TELL ME WHEN YOU ARE ARRIVING?''  We1l, because They

he ld  the  boa t .  we  were  i n  t he  cana l .  As  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t ,

that  boat ,  when we went  back,  never  reached the or ient .  They

b]ew up the boat  themsel-ves because a f  ew days af  ter  th is ,

af ter  r  got  over  there,  Lhey bombed Honoru l -u and they wiped

the  p lace  ou t .  Wha t  was  tha t  p lace?

Pear l -  Harbor .

Pearl- Harbor. When they bombed pearl_ Harbor.

And to th ink you were held a pr isoner ,  again,  in  panama.

we] l ,  there was no pr ison because we went  downtown.  As a

mat ter  o f  fact ,  r  found a tady over  there.  she was a Basque

g i r l .  The  poo r  g i r ] ,  she  was  t rave l i ng  i n  t h i rd  c lass  and  she

had a r i t t le  baby.  Her  husband was a p i Io t .  He was a Basque

dur ing the revorut ion in  spain,  so he was in  Colombia.  she

st .ar ted work ing in  a l i t t l -e  t .own here as a teacher  or

someth ing l ike that .  o f  course,  she d idn ' t  have any money.

so some Argentineans wenl over there. They tol-d me that there

is a spanish lady here with the baby and that they were having

problems because t .he baby d idn ' t  have anyth ing to  eat .  she

was so s ick and she couldn ' t  feed the baby.  so what  do you

th ink? we got  t .ogether  and we changed her  to  tour is t  c l -ass

because  i n  th io  n l : aa  fha r r  i us t  have  t . he  tou r iS t  c lass  and  the

5 I
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t .h i rd  c l -ass .  And we pa id  the  d i f  fe rence o f  the  t . i cke t .  I

sa id ,  r rYes ,  o f  course . r r  They  in t roduced me and I  went  Lo  meet

the gir l  and we became such good fr iends. when they arr ived

in  Panama I  needed to  pay  the  who le  t i cke t  fo r  the  g i r l

because the  boys  d isappeared.  I  never  saw them.  They  l_e f t .

( laughs)  I  needed to  pay ,  bu t  I  d idn ,  t .  b lame them because she

herped me so much and we got along so wel- I  together.  That was

a good thing because we stayed two or t .hree weeks in panama.

r don' t  know what.  she woul-d have done without having any mi lk

to  feed the  baby .

Were you worr ied whi le you were wait ing?

N o .  I  h a d  a  g o o d  t i m e .  ( I a u g h s )

What  d id  you do?

we p layed cards ;  we ta lked , '  we go t  together  fo r  d inner  and,

o h ,  w e  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  i t .

r  think your husband was more worr ied about you than you were.

we l - I ,  r  met  one span iard  who had been mar r ied  to  th is  Amerrcan

g i r l .  The th ing  d idn ' t  work ,  so  he  was so  d isgus ted  and he

was go ing  to  leave,  bu t  he  s tayed to  he lp  me w i th  Tappy,  my

l i t t f e  g i r l .  R a m o n  m e t  h i m  o v e r  t h e r e  a n d  h e  o f f e r e d  h i m  a

job .  He cou ld  go  and work  w i th  h im when he  was in  Argent ina .

But  Ramon was so  d isgus ted  because r  cou ldn ,  t  te I I  h im

what  day  r  was  leav ing  panama.  r  cou l -dn , t  t .e l r  the  Amer ican

army to  le t  the  boat  go .  we were  he l -d  on  the  boat ,  bu t  they

wou]d l -et  us go down because we were so t . i red of the food

af te r  be ing  he l -d  fo r  th ree  weeks .  F ina l l y  they  1e t  the  boat .
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go and he  met  me in  Anto fagas ta .  we went  to  Bo l i v ia  and a  few

days after when we arr ived over there they bombed pearl

F la rbor .  So tha t  was  the  th ino .

so  then we s tayed seven years .  .  .  two cont rac ts .  you  know,

they make the contracts for three years and after t .hree years

they give you three months salary and pay your t icket.s to come

back  to  the  p lace  you are  or  you  s tay  wh i le  they  g ive  you the

money.  we dec ided to  s tay  over  there  another  cont rac t .  They

gave Ramon the money, the expenses for making the tr ip from

Mex ico  and to  come back .  Th is  i s  why  we s tayed in  Bof iv ia  two

c o n t r a c t s .  T h e n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  s e n t  h i m  t . o  A r g e n t i n a .  H e

s t .ayed in  Argent ina .  By  tha t  t ime r  was  expec t ing  my second

baby.

Wai t .  You go t  p regnant  in  Bo l i v ia?

f n  B o l i v i a .

r  wou ld  l i ke  fo r  you  to  te l l  me about .  the  t ime you spent  in

B o l i v i a ,  a b o u L  l i f e  t h e r e .

oh ,  what  a  r i fe  we had there .  They  were  a l l  young peop le .  o f

course ,  w€ were  there  dur ing  the  war ,  so  the  par t ies  were  a

l - i t t l -e  b i t  rough,  bu t  they  were  very  n ice  peop le .

Dj-d you have a house?

O f  c o u r s e .

Te l ]  me what  the  house was l i ke .

oh ,  i t  was  a  very  n ice  house.  r  had a  very  n ice  verand.a .

They  ca l l  i t  a  veranda,  a  porch ,  and.  the  porch  was covered

wi th  a  screen.  T  n len l -o r l  rh ings  over  there ,  l i ke  r .he  papayo,
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sp inach .  r  g rew i t  i n  a  l i t t I e  baske t .  r  had  a  hea te r  t he re ,

so that  was my sun-house where r  grew these and my l i t t le

f  ]owers -

But  was i t  a  min ing co lony?

rn a min ing co lony,  yes.  r  had a house wi th  three bedrooms,

a  b ig  l i v i ng  room,  a  d in ing  room,  and  a  b ig  pa t i o  ou ts ide .  r

had a very good servant who loved the chir-dren and r had

another  one who would do the washing,  too.  we had such a

soc ia l  l i f e .  somet imes  i t  was  a  I i t t I e  b i t  r ough  because  o f

too  many  d r i nks ,  t oo  many  d r i nks . . . you  know,  young  peop le .

Also there was noth ing to  do but  have par t ies,  but .  they were

a l i t t le  b i t  rough,  maybe,  for  me because r  was ra ised in  a

d i f f e ren t  way .  Bu t  we  were  a l r i gh t .

Where d id you purchase grocer ies?

They  sen t  t hem f rom the  S ta tes  be fo re  t . he  war .  A f te r  t ha t ,

du r ing  the  war ,  i t  was  d i f f i cu r t . .  we  pa id  qu i te  a  b i t  o f

money for whiskey, a Iot. of money. There was a scoc over

there,  Mcrntosh,  and he used t .o  make mixed dr inks and he made

one  d r i nk  tha t  used  th i r t een  d i f f e ren t  k inds  o f . . .  ( l aughs )

That was a Mcrntosh drink, but you can imagine what happened

w i th  t hose .

He  was  qu i te  a  m ix -mas te r ,  wasn ,  t  he?

Y e a h .

How did you spend a typical  day? lpor

h i z o ?

W e I l ,  I  p l a y e d  b r i d g e ;  I  d i d  [ c l e a n i n g J

ej emp7o, un lLirTes I qu6

i n  my  house . . . cook ing .
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r  had  se rvan ts . . . ve ry  good  wonder fu l  se rvan ts .  As  a  ma t te r  o f

fact ,  r  had one servanL that  kept .  two ch i ldren.  r  don, t  know

i f  she was ever  marr ied or  i f  she was just  l iv ing wi th  that

man but, anyway she had two childreni one boy and one gir1.

r  th ink the fa t .her  was-  th is  one stayed and had the r icrhr

l a t e r  i n  L a y o g ,  t h e y  w e r e  l f r o m ]  L a y o g . . .

o f  a  s o c i a l  l - i f  e .

Too much?

Picn i cs ,  cock ta i r  pa r t i es ,  dances ,  and  we  had  a  mov ie  once  a

week  i n  the  bache l -o rs ,  house .

Were there many bachelors l iv ing there?

Yes.  wel l ,  that  was a very b ig  company.  There were f ive

thousand workmen.

Did t.he workers l ive in the same area that you did?

No .

Where d id thev l ive?

On the  o the r  s ide  o f  t he  h i I I

Was your community surrounded by a gate?

Yes .  You  know,  we  were  up  i n  t he  h i r l s .  r t  was  co ld  l i ke

nobody ' s  bus iness .  you  can ' t  imag ine .  r  had  some rabb i t s  and

one day one of  the rabbi ts  went  outs ide and i ts  ear  f roze,  so

they were a lways l_ ike th is .  (demonstrates posi t ion of  f rozen

ear)  No,  i t  was horr ib le .  we d idn, t  have ref r igerators over

there.  we had what  t .hey ca l led a Mormon cooler .  Through the

wi-ndow they made a box with sher-ves around the window. They

took out  par t  o f  the g lass and put  that  th ing in  wi th  the

We had too much
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screen and they covered i t  w i th  some c loth so that  i t  wouldn, t

get sand in i t .  That was not there every day, but there was

sand.  r f  r  l -e f t  t .he dr inks,  the cokes or  sof t  dr inks,  out ,s ide

they would break.

Because i t  was so co ld?

Oh,  yes .  f t  was  f reez ing .  Twen ty  deg rees  be low  ze ro .

Was your house warm?

B
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Oh, yes.  We had everyth ing.  We

twenty-four hours a day and we had

was n ice and warm.

I t  was  co l -d .

You know, the f i rs t  t ime

underwear .  They were very,

had the f ireplace burning

heaters in  each room. I t

f  got over there f used wool

ve ry  f i ne  woo l  underwear . . .my

go to t .he supermarket .  I  d idn ' t

because you needed to have a fur

as lacks and a fur  coat  even to

wear  th i s be  e legan t ,  bu t

coa t .

Because  i t  was  so  co1d .

By the th i rd  year  r  was over  there r  was wi thout  s tock inqs.

You  ge t  used  to  i t .

You got  acc l imaLed?

Yeah.  At  n ight  r  used to  f i r r  a  pan wi th  water  and in  the

morning f  would have a b lock of  ice.

So  cou ld  you r  ch i l d ren  go  p lay  ou ts ide?

Yeah ,  bu t ,  we ] l ,  t hey  were  too  l i t t l - e ,  espec ia r l y  Bobby .  They

didn ' t  know r  had another  baby.  some of  the people knew me

very wel - l .  They weren ' t  ar l  our  f r iends,  but  s ince we were
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a l l  t o g e t h e r . . .  T h e y  n e v e r  k n e w  t h a t  I  h a d  a  b a b y  b e c a u s e

I  never  took  the  baby  ou ts ide .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  the

servants would leave their  uni forms when they l -ef t  and when

they returned they would get dressed here because t .here was a

1ot  o f  smal lpox .  S ince  i t  took  so  long fo r  the  baby  to  ge t

h is  vacc ines ,  I  d idn ' t  le t  the  baby  go  ou t  un t i l  I  knew fo r

sure  t .ha t  i t  was  sa fe  fo r  h im to  go  ou t .  we had a  case o f

smal lpox from one American who went over there and she had

smal -1pox .

End of Tape Two

Side A

Beginning of Tape Ttvo

Side  B

we needed to be sure.  This  is  why r  kept  my baby ins ide.

Nobody  knew,  f  mean ,  o f  t he  workmen .  Our  f r i ends -  o f  r rou rse ,

they knew.

This is your second baby?

My second baby.

And what was hi-s name?

Roberto.  This  is  the one in  that .  p ic ture.  (po ints  to

p ic ture)  Ofr ,  he was so mad there.  I  th ink he was twelve

years ord in  that  p i -c t .ure.  The servants needed to chanqe and
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put  the i r  un i form on when they got  in  the house because we

didn ' t  want  them to br ing in  any of  these d iseases.  .  .  for  the

protection of the child. Another thing they had over there

was pneumonia and al l  of these things that were natural- for

tha t  k ind  o f  wea the r .

Was there a hospi ta l -  there?

Yes .

In the min ing camp?

We had a company hospi ta l  wi th  a doctor .  Of  course,  they

needed to have one and i t  was a b ig hospi ta l .  There were f ive

thousand workmen. But t.he thing I was tel l ing you was that

somet imes f  got  nervous because they had a lo t  o f  acc idents.

I remember that in about a month there would be two or three

k i11ed .

A month?

A month.  When Ramon went  over  t .here,  he and Dick Clark

changed th ings so wel l -  that ,  I  remember,  when we le f t  there

were hardly any accidents, maybe one if  any. They changed

th ings because of  the very bad condi t ions.  They needed to

have more vent . i la t ion.

As soon as the power woul-d go off f  would wake up because

the telephone woul-d start r inging and Ramon would answer i t

and give instructions over the phone. I would wake up and I

couldn ' t  go back to  s leep unt i l -  I  knew that  the whole th ing

had turned out  a l r ight . .  Then I  would ask what  had happened.

At the beginning, ds I tol-d you, maybe two or three a month.
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When we l -e f t ,  hard ly  any,  once in  a whi le ,  but  they needed to

have  a  good  hosp i ta l .

One of the things they recommended to me- I was very thin

in t.hose days- they told me that I needed to have some cal-cium

shots.  They gave me one and I  a lmost  went  in to shock.

From the shot?

From the shot .  Because i t  was ca lc ium. This  hospi ta l  brought

a lot of chemj-cals and a lot of people that were ,Jews from

Germany,  f rom the best  hospi ta ls  in  Germany.  I  don ' t  know how

i t .  could be,  but  he got  the passpor ts  for  them and brought

t .hem to Bol iv ia .  One of  t .hese once t .o Id me,  r rNever ,  never  in

your  l i fe  le t  them give you a ca lc ium shot  in  the ve in unless

it was made in Swit.zerl-and. Then you could be sure that you

would be per fect ly  a l r ight  because i f  a  l i t t Ie  got  in to your

bra in or  someth ing l ike that  you could be dead in  a mat t .er  o f

seconds.r r  When I  heard that  I  rea1Iy had that  shock.  But

that  was over .  f  remember the super in tendent  of  the mine was

Dick Cl -ark  and Ramon was h is  he lper .  He a lso had a shot ,  buL

he  was  rea l l y  ve ry  s i ck ,  t oo .

From the shot?

Yes ,  bu t  i n  a  d i f f e ren t  way  f rom me,  because  m ine  was  shock .

I t  was shock.  Af  t .er  so many years f  couldn ' t  have any

chi ldren.  You know, there are e ight  years d i f ference between

the second one and the th i rd  one.  You can see (points  t .o

p ic ture)  the second one.  The th i rd  one was a baby over  there.

I  had my hands l ike th is  (shows posi t ion ing of  hands)  because
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I  d i d n ' t  w a n t  h i m  t o  f a I ] .

That  p ic tu re  was taken in  Bo l i v ia?

Y e s .  I t  w a s  t a k e n  i n  B o l i v i a  o r  B u e n o s  A i r e s .  N o ,  n o t  i n

Bo l iv ia .  The second was born  in  Buenos A i res .  The th i rd  one

was  bo rn  i n  Mex i co . . . t h i s  one ,  Ramon .

Ramon was born in  Mexico?

Yes .  The re ' s  t h i r t een  and  a  ha l f  vea rs  d i f f e rence  be tween  the

f  i rs t  one and the th i - rd  one.

Tha t ' s  a  b ig  space  o f  t ime .  How come?

Wel l ,  t h i s  i s  t he  way  they  came.  I  was  neve r  ca re fu l .

No b i r t .h  contro l -  or  p fani f icac i6nes?

No. They say t.hat maybe once in a while the rj tmo woul-d work,

espec ia l l y  when  you  a re  regu la r ,  bu t ,  I i ke ,  I  wasn ' t .  I  was

n n l -  l r a r \ /  r a d r  r- - r * l - a r ,  so . . .

I t  d i dn ' t  wo rk .

I t  d idn ' t  work because I  never  got  pregnant .  I f  I  had been

pregnant- I  am a very good Catholic, so maybe I would have had
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a dozen-  but

t ransferred to

i n  Bo l i v i a .  I

I  d idn ' t  need  to  use  b i r t h  con t ro l Then we

Argentina with the same company that I was with

was pregnant .  By that  t ime I  was pregnant  wi th

Bobby.

So we went  to  Argent ina .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t . ,  I  needed

to  ge t  ou t  o f  Bo l i v ia  because any  person who wasn ' t  a  na t . i ve

o f  the  count ry  wasn ' t  used to  th is  a l - t i t .ude  l -os t  the i r

ch i ld ren .  So we went  to  Argent ina .  I  s tayed in  Buenos A i res

and he was in the north part .  of  Argent ina not too far f rom the
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Bol iv ian  border .  That  was  the  p lace  where  they  had the  mine .

I  had to  go  to  Buenos A i res  and s tay  there  un t i l  the  baby  was

born, but I  was there for so many months. One day I  got so

despera te .  He had been te l l ing  me tha t  they  were  go ing  to

bu i ld  the  houses-  they  d idn ' t  have houses  bu i l - t  ye t .  They

were planning to bui ld the houses and then when the houses

were ready we could go. But one day I  was desperate and I

sent  a  te legram.  f  to l -d  h im:  "MEET ME AT THIS PLACE.  "  Th is

was a place that he had showed me where the train stopped and

a t ruck  was sent  over  to  p ick  anyone to  go  to  the  mj -ne .  The

name was Londres .

London?

Londres.  And I  d idn ' t  g ive h im any t ime.  He had to rush and

wai t  for  me over  there.  By that  t ime I  was about  f ive or  s ix

months pregnant. And f went over there and he said, "What am

I going to  do wi th  you? There are no houses.  Why d id you

come?"  I  sa id ,  "WeI I ,  I  need  to  come because  I  can ' t  s tand  i t

any longer . "  I  s tayed over  there.  And I  s tayed in  th is

l i t t l e  p lace  un t i l  he  found  a  room fo r  me  to  s tay  ove r  t he re .

They  d idn ' t  have  houses .

You stayed in  Buenos Ai res?

No. I stayed in t.he place where they have the mine in

Catamarca wi th  my l i t t le  baby.  The only  way f  got  to  s tay was

to s tay in  the hote l  in  t .h is  l i t t Ie  town unt i l  he could f ix  a

place for me to stay. You can imagine how I was when I went

over  there and I  found that .  a l l  there was were iust  the wal Is
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and some t in  and tacks  w i th  the i r  ropes  because they  had jus t

s ta r ted  mak ing  the  p lans  to  bu i ld  the  houses .  I  was  jus t

go ing  to  s tay  fo r  a  1 i t t le  because f  was  expec t ing  the  baby .

And the baby needed to be born in Buenos Aires where there was

a  h o s p i t a l  a n d  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .

There  was no  water .  They  wou ld  b r ing  water  down on

burros. They had some deposits made out of cement and they

wou ld  pour  the  water  in to  these.  We never  d rank  tha t  water .

We were afraid to dr ink t .hat water,  so al l  we drank was orange

ju ice  and vermouth .

Orange juice and vermouth?

And vermouth .  That  was what .  we drank .  Of  course ,  we had tea

r n A  a a F F a a  l - , r r f  o n l w  i f  f h e  w a t e r  h a d  b e e n  b O i l - e d .  B U t  r a wt  v v v  v L t L I

water  we never  d rank .  The orange ju ice  was f ine .  They  had

mi l - l - ions  o f  o ranges and vermouth ,  bo t t les  and bo t t les  o f

vermouth .  That  was a l l  we drank .  So when I  saw th is  p lace  I

t o l - d  R a m o n ,  " I '  m  a m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  s t a y .  T h i s  i s  t o o  h a r d . "  H e

sa id ,  "No,  f lo ,  no .  You are  go ing  t .o  s tay .  You sa id  tha t  you

were going to stay a month and you wi l l  be here one month. "

I  s u f f e r e d  l i k e  y o u  j u s t  c a n ' t  i m a g i n e .  Y o u  k n o w ,  t h e

bathroom and the dining room they had made in one corner one

p1ace. When you closed the door that was the regadera.

The shower?

T h e  s h o w e r .  H o m e - m a d e  o f  c o u r s e .  T h e n  t h e  t o i l e t . . . . y o u  c o u l d

s e e  i n t o  i t .  T h e  t . o i l e t  w a s  f a r  a w a y  i n  a  I i t t l e  r o o m  a n d  i t

was  covered w i th  a  cos taT.  Do vou know what  a  cos ta l  i s?
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Wel l ,  t ha t  was  t he  doo r . . .we l - l - ,  i n t o  t he  d i t ch ,  t o  t he  r i ve r

and down.  Oh,  that  was horr ib le .  My luck was so bad,  you

know, f  got  d iar rhea,  I  th ink,  maybe f rom nerves.  I  to ld

Ramon,  r rEveryday is  just  one day more,  one day more,  unt i l  my

th i r t y  days  i s  ove r .  I t  i s  j us t  so  bad . I '

Then he took me to that .  p lace where the l i t t le  town was

to take the t ra in .  I t  was so hot .  Maybe for ty- two or  for ty-

three degrees.  You coul -d see t .he mounta ins,  but  to  see the

top of the mountains you almost needed to put. your head on the

f loor  of  the t ra in  to  even see i t  because they were so h igh.

And they were fu l l -  o f  snow,  buL in  the town we were burn ing.

The whol -e p lace was f i l led wi th  the smel_I  o f  l -o t  o f  azahar ,

you  know,  o range  b looms .  Tha t  i s  wha t  you  ca l l  azahar . . . t he

f lowers of  lemons and oranges.  They have th is  beaut i fu l

sme I l .  We  ca l l  i t  azahar .  I  r emember  th i s  l i t t l e  t own .

So f went back to Buenos Aires. Not too much longer

af t .er  th is  they to ld  h im that  they want .ed h im back in  Bol iv ia ,

so he went  back to  Bol - iv ia  and r  s tayed in  Buenos Ai res unt i r

the baby was born.  When the baby was born I  was just  by

myse l f .  I  had  ren ted  a  house  w i t h  peop te  who  we re . . .we l l _ ,  he r

mother  was I r ish and maybe her  fa ther  was,  too,  or  maybe

Engl ish.  I  don ' t  know.  I  never  knew the fa ther ,  but  he was

marr ied wi th  th is-  what  nat ional i ty  was he? He was Br i t ish

but-  I  don ' t  know exact . ly  i f  he was Br i t ish,  but  he had a

temper and he was a l i t t re  b i t  rough,  so they k i r led h im one

day  i n  t he  m ine  i n  B raz i l . . . because  t hey  we re  i n  B raz i l .
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Before they wenL over there he told me that they were going to

kiI l  his mother. The one who was in the same house that I

rented.  She was there because they needed to f ix  her  passpor t .

or  someth ing to  take her  out .  She was a very o ld  lady and

very heavy. We had a couple. The man was supposed to take

care of  the garden.  I  had a b ig garden.  And the g i r I ,  who

was much younger than he was, she coul-d have been his

daughter .  She was doing the c leaning and helped me wash

dishes and th ings l ike that .  Granny needed to be in  t .he house

unt i l -  they f ixed the passpor t  for  her .

We had one Chr is tmas over  there and,  o f  course,  I  made my

Chr is tmas the way we were used t .o .  t  had made a turkey.  They

were so surpr ised because they had never  in  the i r  l ives seen

a whol -e turkey f  or  Chr is tmas.  r t  was a chr is tmas a l -most  wi th

fo r t y  o r  f o r t y - two  deg rees  o f  hea t  because ,  ds  you  know,  i t

was summer over  there.  Oh,  they were so g lad when we had our

Chr is tmas d inner  and everyth ing.  Of  course,  Ramon wasn, t

there because he was in  Bol iv ia .  When New year ,s  came he to ld

f f i€ ,  r rHow are we going to  ce lebrate New Year ,  s? '  I  sa id,

"Noth ing.  I  had my d inner  for  Chr is tmas and that  is  a I I .  No,

I 'm not  go ing to  do anyth ing.  "

Th i s  man ,  .Toe  Ban in i  (? ) ,  was  the  son  o f  I t a l i ans ,  bu t

they never  wanted to  say that  they were r ta l ians.  As soon as

they got  in to Buenos Aj - res they sa id that .  they were not

I t a f i a n s They said that they were from Buenos Aires

imag ined tha t  these peop le  were  a  poor  fami ly  when they



preferred to  say that  they were Argent ineans.  He brought  a

t ray  tha t  b ig  ( i nd i ca tes  d imens ions )  w i th  a  Io t  o f  canapes .

They were del ic ious because they made them in Buenos

A i res . . . ve ry  good .  The re  were  a l l  k i nds  o f  f ru i t s  and  th ings

l ike th is  and a bot t le  of  champagne.  I  would say,  "Oh,  poor

Joe Banin i ,  go ing on and spending h is  money.  "  He was supposed

to take care of t .he garden- because we had a big garden- and

I  would pay the g i r l  because she helped me wi th  Granny.  She

took care of Granny. At the end of one month they sent me the

bi l l .  She had gone out ,  took everyth ing,  and charged i t  to  my

name, so I  exploded.  That  t ime I  was real ly  mad.  I  was

sc reaming  and  I  sa id ,  " I  d idn ' t  come to  th i s  coun t r y  to  feed

you!  "  Oh,  but  that  was not  Lhe only  th ing.  He had a daughter

f rom anot .her  marr iage.  Before,  he had been a widower.  Then

he marr ied th is  very young g i r l .  She could have been h is

daughter. She was much, much younger t.han he was. He told me

that this daughter was going to be a nun, you know, from the

church t L)na monja, but then she had changed her mind and she

was coming back to  the house.  Of  course,  I  was suppor t ing

every one of  them. But  poor  Granny,  she hard ly  ate anyth ing,

buL  the  o the r  ones .  .  .  I  sa id ,  r r l  am no t  go ing  to  s tay  he re

anymore."  I  wrote a le t ter  to  Lucy-  Wagner  (?)  was her  name-

and tol"d her that f was going to move. rr f  am not going to

stay here. Not one more day. And I am not going t.o take the

whole the fami ly  wi th  me.  , ,  So I  moved wi th  th is  I ta l ian lady-

I cal l-ed her Granny- and they were wonderful. The husband of
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her daughter used to work in the same mine of Hochshield up in

Huanchaca where Ramon and I  l ived. I  stayed over there unt i l

the baby was born. The day the baby was born Joe Banini  (? )

t o o k  m e  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a n d  I  s a i d ,  " W e 1 1 ,  f ' I 1  t a k e  b o t . h  o f

t h e m  t o  d e l - i v e r  t h e  b a b y .  I ' 1 1 -  t a k e  t h e  e l e c t r i c  t r a i n ,  t h e

s u b w a y . "  I  w a n t e d  t o  d o  t h i s .  T h e  d o c t o r ,  M a c C l e a n  ( ? ) ,  h e

t o l d  m e ,  r r Y o u  d o n ' t  n e e d  t o  w o r r y .  L e t  y o u r  h u s b a n d  g o .  I

w i l l -  be  respons ib le  fo r  you  and I  w i l l  take  i t .  "  That  was  a t

t . h e  B r i t i s h  h o s p i t a l ,  s o  t h e  b a b y  w a s  b o r n .  f  s a i d ,  ' , T h a t ' s

a l r igh t .  I  don ' t  want  to  wa i t  th ree  days  l i ke  I  d id  when my

f i rs t  baby  was born . r r  I  wa i ted  th ree  days  when Ramon was

born, but he was a baby who weighed f ive ki los and three

ounces .  There  was a  huge d i f fe rence.

H e ' s  t a l l  n o w ,  i s n ' t .  h e ?

Yes,  he  was huge .  Oof  l  I  a lmost  d ied .  I t  was  hor r ib l -e  .

WeI l ,  th ree  or  four  months  a f te r  the  baby  o f  born ,  I  th ink ,  I

went  back  Bo l - i v ia  because they  t rans fer red  Ramon aga in  to

B o l i v i a .  T h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  i n  B o l i v i a  t h e y  s t a r t e d  a l l

th is  bus iness  w i th  the  revo lu t ion  in  Bo l i v ia .  One day  they

k i l led  the  pres ident  and they  hung h im o f f  the  pos t .  o f  a

I igh t ,  a  l igh t  pos t ,  and dropped h im o f f  a  ba lcony .  Oh,  i t

Was hor r ib le .  You know,  the  wors l  o f  them were  the  women.

They went  and a t tacked the  cas t le  o f  t .he  pres ident  and they

k i l l e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n . . . v e r y  b a d .

T h e r e  w a s  u n  o f i c i a L .  H e  w a s  a  m i l i t a r y  s a r g e n t o .  I  d o n , t

r e m e m b e r  w h a t  h i s  n a m e  w a s ,  b u t .  h e  w a s  a  v e r v  n i e e  f e l l o w .  H e



came and to ld  Ramon,  r rWe11,  you know, th ings are get t ing very

bad.  "  They were par t  o f  the revolut ion.  BuL they were on the

other  s ide,  so we were scared.  I  sa id,  r rRamon to ld  me what

happened.  We went  out  in  the middle of  the n ight .  We went

out  where we could be safe.  We needed to s tay here."  A11 of

us got  in  one of  the houses,  because one day they s tar ted

throwing out dynamite in front of the house. The real reason

we l -e f t  Bol iv ia  was because of  th is  s i tuat ion wi th  the

revoluLion. We went to La Paz and asked the consul- for

p ro tec t i on .  He  sa id ,  r rWho 's  go ing  to  p ro t .ec t  me?  You  see ,

these  peop le  don ' t  unders tand . "  He  sa id ,  " I  canno t  be  i n  my

su iL  w i t . h . . . because  they  w i I I  know tha t  I  am the  ambassador

he re .  So  I  can ' t  g i ve  you  any  p ro tec t i on . "  So  we  s tayed  j us t

unt . i l  we found a p lace to  come back f rom Bol iv ia .

After t.his there was a str ike one t ime with t.he workmen

because one wanted the workmen and the other one was the

po l i ce .  So  the  two  were  on  d i f f e ren t  s ides  o f  t he  p rob lems .

I heard on t.he radio that there were four thousand people

coming to my house to get Ramon out. He was the only one who

spoke  Span ish .  The  bosses  and  the  o the r  ones ,  t hey  Ie f t .  By

that  t ime they got  the l -eader  f rom La Paz,  Lechin,  who is

st i l l  the leader  of  the workmen over  there,  and he s topped the

people He said,  "There is  another  wdy,  "  and th ings l ike

th is .  So then they were s t . i l l  coming,  but  they k i I led qui te

a few.  They k i I1ed an r r ish man who was marr ied to  a Mexican

gi r l  and they a lmost  k i l led her .  They were just  ready to
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shoot at him when one of the Bol- ivians opened a window and

to ld her  to  run away,  so she ran away.  That  was horr ib le .  I

never knew anything about the revolution in Mexico because I

was very l i t t le ,  so f  never  knew anyt .h ing about  i t .  Then I

need to come over  to  Bol iv ia  and star t  get t ing in  th is

problem. So then we decided we were coming.  By that  t ime,

Ramon had written to San Francisco mine and we came back t.o

Mexico and stayed wi th  that  company for  sevent .een years.

In  San  F ranc i sco?

In San Francisco del -  Oro.

And what  was Mr.  Rosas 's  pos i t ion there?

He went  f i rs t  and st .ayed two months as a foreman in  Fr isco.

I  th ink af ter  f ive months or  s ix ,  f  don ' t  know exact ly  how

long i t  was,  they sent  h im to Clar ines to  be the

super in tendent  there.  That  was a smal ler  p lace than San

Francisco,  but  he s t i l l  had about  f ive hundred workmen over

there. One t ime when the ores went down- the company was not

in a very good condit ion- the one who kept. running the company

was Clarines. Ramon used t.o get very good ore from that

p lace .  Bu t ,  o f  cou rse ,  a I I  my  soc ia l  l i f e  and  eve ry th ing  I

had  was  w i th  the  F r i sco  peop le .

You l ived in  the min ing co lony there?

Yes,  I  l - ived in  the min ing co lony.  As a mat ter  o f  fact . ,

bef  ore we went  over  there they sa id,  r rYou know they have

dis t inct ions.  "  You know, i t  was t .he b iggest  company.  I

don't know why, but when we wenL over there we went straight

B :

R :
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t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  d i s t r i c t .  I t  w a s  v e r v  n i c e .  A s  a  m a t t e r  o f

fac t ,  we were  very  good f r j -ends  o f  Hanson and,  o f  course ,  they

knew Ramon had done very good work with that place and that

m i  n a  l - n n
,  e v v .

How many cofonias were there for the workers of San Francisco

del  Oro?

There were three.  In  Santa Bdrbara t .here were four ,  but  that

was the Amer ican Smel t ing land Ref in ing CompanyJ.  That  was

the one for  the h igh employees.  Then there was another  one.

And there was a third for the workmen everywhere. The workmen

had union houses and they make them pay just .  two or  three

pesos.  The reason they d id t .h is  was because i f  the men d idn ' t

work t .hey could te l l  t .hem to leave and the p lace woul -d s t i l l

be long to  the union.  I f  they gave i t  f ree to  t .hem t .hey would

be there forever .  They would never  move f rom that  p1ace.

So it .  was more of a symbolic amount to give?

Yes,  symbol ic .  That  was one reason.  The other  one was so

they woul-d know t.hey would argue that they were gett ing rent

pa id  fo r  t he  p laces  tha t  d idn ' t  be long  to  them.  I t  was  no t  a

g i f t .  Tha t  was  j us t  ren t  t . o  t hem.

Can you descr ibe Lhe coLonia to  me?

was l -a id  out?

Do vou remember how it

Where? At  the  one we l i ved?

I n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o .

Oh,  very  poor .  I t  was  a  very  poor  p Iace .  We had a  c lub ,

very  n ice  c l -ub .  In  f ron t  was  the  ho te l  fo r  the  bache lors .

B
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t ,hat place that was supposed to be the bar.  The men would go

after work everyday and have dr inks over there. At the

beg inn ing ,  when we f i rs t  go t  over  there ,  they  p layed a  l -o t  o f

poker  fo r  money.  When Ramon s ta r ted  p lay ing  f  sa id ,  "No.  You

a r e  g o i n g  t o  p l a y  p o k e r .  I ' l - l -  g o  w i t h  y o u .  I  p 1 a y ,  t o o .  I

am a better player than you because, you know, they make you

th ink  tha t  you  w in  the  f i rs t  n igh t .  Then you w i l l  see  what

w i l l  happen.  "  No,  he  s topped because I  knew tha t  th is  wou l -d

go on and he was noL a very good player.

You were a card shark?

Of  cou rse .  I  d idn ' t  1e t  h lm .  f  sa id ,  " I f  you  a re  go ing  to

p lay in  that  p lace I  am going t .o  p1ay,  too.  You two and the

boss just  go and p lay.  "  I  knew that  they are just  go ing to

1^^u 9 . . .  .

How ol-d were your chi ldren at t .he t ime you were moved t.here?

WeI l ,  t hey  wen t  a l l  t o  f i r s t .  schoo l  ove r  t he re .  Mrs .  A rau jo

was the teacher .  She graduated in  EI  Paso and worked in  El -

Paso as a school teacher  and then she marr ied Araujo.  He is

f rom t .he School -  o f  Mines in  El  Paso,  [The Texas Col lege of

Mines and Metal lurgyJ , the same that Ramon went. The only

thing was that he was about three or four years older t.han

Ramon,  bul  he graduated af ter  Ramon.  He worked,  too,  so i t

B :

R :

took too long for  h im to f in ish h is  school

So you had three children j-n school there

I  had three.  I  had the three.  The t .hree

Was  the i r  schoo l i nq  i n  Enq l i sh?

or  two?

went  to  school



p . In  Eng l ish .  Th is  i s  what  they  l -earned.  .  .Eng1 ish .  Ramon went

only to t .he f i f th grade and Lhen we moved to Parral  and he

made the  s ix th  g rade in  Par ra l .

You mentioned that the manaqer Lhere was Hanson?

H a n s o n .

A n d  h i s  w i f e ' s  n a m e  w a s ?

W e l - I ,  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e  w a s  M a y .

May?

May Hanson.  And h is  second w i fe  was K i t ty .

She was in  a  very  impor t .an t  pos i t ion .  Wou ld  you say  so?

Y e s .

Did  she  more  o r  l ess  d i c ta te  the  soc ia l  ac t i v i t i es  o f  t he

col-onv?

h l a l I  I a t -  m a  l - a " l I  r / ^ r l
,  ! u u  r r r e  e v r r  J v u .

The  second  w i fe .  .  .

H i s  f i r s t  w i fe ,  she  was  an  a l coho l i c .

End of Tape I\vo

S ide  B

Beginning of Tape Three

Side  A
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I  told you that. Kitt .y was a very, very nice

know somet.hing about. her family. T think

maybe was Mexican or something. What

1ady . I  d o n ' t

that her mother

the s tory  was
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then. . . they  never  knew what  happened w i th  the  mother .  r  wou ld

hear from some of the other people, you know, that there were

a lo t  o f  these peop le  f rom Pachuca,  the  Pachucos .  They  s tayed

too  long in  Mex ico .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  some o f  them were

born  in  Mex ico .  I  knew tha t  K i t t y '  s  f  a t .her  sent  her  to

Swi tzer land to  schoo]  and she s t .ayed in  schoo l ,  bu t  her

m o t . h e r . . .  W h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  m o t h e r ,  I  n e v e r  k n e w .  I

never knew anyt.hing about her.  I  don' t  know what happened.

We had a  very  good t ime in  Fr isco .  Hanson was the

genera l  manager ,  bu t  a f t .e r  th is  the  man who was in  charge o f

the  mine  was Cre ig ie .  Cre ig ie  was a  wonder fu l  person.  He was

v e r y  s t r i c t  a n d  h e  w a s  v e r y  c l - e v e r .  H e  k n e w  e x a c t . I y . . .  T h e

th i rd  one,  the  one who was in  charge o f  jus t  the  mine ,  h is

w i fe  was an  a lcoho l ic ,  too .  Then t .hey  go t .  a  d ivorce .  She had

t w o  c h i l d r e n ,  t w o  g i r 1 s ,  a n d  t h e n  h e  m a r r i e d  h i s  s e c o n d  w i f e ,

who was-  I  don ' t  know where  he  p icked her  up-  much younger

t h a n  h e  w a s  a n d . . . I  d o n ' t  k n o w .

She came a f te r  he  was manager  then,  r igh t?

Yes .

The second wi fe?

Yes.  He was not  the manager .

m ine .

He was the head man in the

B

R

Super in tendent?

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  m i n e .  O ' N e i l l . . h i s  n a m e

A f t e r ,  h e  d i v o r c e d  h i s  f  i r s t  w i f e .  A n d  t . h i s

( u n i n t e l l i g i b l e )  A f t e r  t h i s  h e  s h o v e d  h e r  o u t .

w a s  O ' N e i l 1 .

o n e ,  h e . . .

But. she was
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one of  these g i r ls  who came wi th  the l i t t le  r ing here in  her

ankle (po ints)  ,  you know, one of  these t .h ings.  As a mat ter  o f

fac t ,  I  had  a  p rob lem w i th  he r  once .  As  I  t o ld  you ,  I  l i ke  to

say what  I  th ink.  Af t .er  I  had one dr ink,  or  two,  maybe-  I

should have never  sa id i t -  but  I  to ld  her ,  r rYou are very n ice

Peggy,  but  you need to ref ine yoursel f  a  l i t t le  b i t .  "  Oof  !

She  sa id ,  r rA re  you  go ing  to  re f i ne  me?r r  I  sa id ,  "Oh ,  no .

I t ' s  j us t  adv i ce .  Take  i t  o r  l - eave  i t ,  bu t  neve r  f o rge t  i t . "

She never  forgot  that .

Who p lanned the soc ia l -  act iv i t ies?

In  t he  o f f i ce .  K i t t y  and  Hanson ,  t hey  l i ked  t o . . .  Hansen

kep t  a  daugh te r  f rom h i s  f i r s t  w i fe ,  Sh i r l ey .  We l i ked  he r

very,  very much.  Anyone she f inds over  there,  she woul -d s t i l l

ask about  me.  The teacher  was Mrs.  Araujo,  the teacher  in

F r i sco .  I  needed  to  send  my  ch i l d ren  to  F r i sco ' s  schoo l  e r re rv

day but ,  o f  course,  f f iy  daughter ,  the o lder  one,  she was a

l i t t le  g i r1 .  And I  never  le t  her  go that  year  wi th  the dr iver

to  take her ,  you know, because i t  was about  f i f teen k i lometers

away. I wenL wj-th t.he driver everyday when he took them to

school  and I  went  and p icked them up.

In  San  F ranc i sco?

In San Francisco.  I  d idn ' t  dr i -ve in  those days because Ramon

sa id ,  "No .  You  don ' t  need  to  1ea rn .  You  a re  c ' oo  ne rvous . "

Look at me now. I am the driver. Even at. my age I am the

driver and I do everything. What. I  forgot to te1l you is

th is ;  wi t .h  the money we made in  Bol iv ia-  you know, he took two

B

R



B

R

contracts-  we saved the money.  Wi t .h  the money they paid us

for  t ravel  and the three months vacat ion instead of  tak ing

i t . . .we  saved  tha t  money .  And  i f  he  s ta r ted  work ing '  lwe  a l so

saved that moneyJ . Wit.h this money we got here we bought t.his

[house ]  "

When you were in  San Francisco?

Yes.  We were in  San Francisco.  One t ime when we were in  San

Francisco we had very bad luck wi th  the cot t .on.  I  had bui l_ t

a beaut i fu l -  home in  Torre6n.  Very pret ty ,  huh? (points  to

p ic ture)  f t  had f ive bedrooms,  four  bathrooms,  a huge l iv ing

room, d in ing room, and a garden.  WeI l ,  iL  was real ly  a  very

pret ty  house.  I  wanted to  s tay and l ive in  Torre6n and I

wanted Ramon t.o quit because that year we were going to make

a for tune wi th  cot ton.  f  wanted h im to ret i re .  We l ived in

Torre6n because I  d idn ' t  want  my daughter  to  marry  a miner .

I  sa id,  ' r I  don ' t  want  her  to  go f rom one p lace to  another  and

another  and a l - l  these th ings.  "  This  is  when we had th is  b ig

problem wi th cot ton.  At  the end of  the year ,  he owed.  We had

never owed a penny to anyone. At the end of the year we owed

two mi l l ion pesos.  In  t .hose days the peso was three to  one

for  the dol l -ar .  f  was in  Torre6n wi th  my chi ldren and I  l ived

in that  house for  a  couple of  years.

Whi le  he was st i l - I  in  San Francisco?

He was st i I l  in  San Francisco.  He came,  maybe,  once a month.

I  l - ived in  Torre6n;  the ch i ldren were at .  the school ,  E l

Franc6sa de la  Laguna (?) .  My daughter ,  when she got  out  o f
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college, she worked with Anderson Clayton [Company] in the

cot ton business and,  oh,  she had a good t ime.  She enjoyed her

house so much.  She had a wonder fu l -  t ime.  One day our  f r iend,

Chuck Greene-  he used to be our  ne ighbor  in  Bol iv ia  and I  used

to be good f r iends of  them. She was an a l -cohol ic .  He l iked

to dr ink,  too,  but  she was an a lcohol - ic  and they had a 1ot  o f

problems.  So one day he came to my house and sa id,  t r l  look at .

Ramon and I worry about Ramon. He is not very weIl.  What

happened?" I  sa j -d ,  "You know, wi th  th is  bus iness that  we have

been in  wi th  the cot ton I  have seen h im and he is  rea l Iy

depressed. You know, everybody who comes up asks him. " He

sa id ,  r rYes .  I  am go ing  to  pay .  I  am go ing  to  pay  you ,  bu t

w i th  wha t?  We don ' t  have  any t .h ing  to  pay . "  So  he  was

wor r y i ng .  Bu t ,  Do . . . he re  and  t he re  and  ove r  t he re .  I  r en ted

my house in  twenty- four  hours.  I  1et  my daught .er  l ive wi th  my

sis ter .  Then she l - ived c lose to  me.  I  rented my house

al ready furn ished to these people f rom work who were very

wealt.hy people in Torre6n. When I got here I told Ramon and

he said,  "What .? No.  I  don ' t  care.  The man can take

everyt.hing we have. I said to him that I have my job, a very

good  job .  I  have  th i s  house . "  We have  th i s  ve ry  n i ce  house

in Santa Bdrbara that  be longed to Fr isco in  Clar ines mine.  I

had two hectdreas of  land and th is  bu i ld ing was supposed to be

a h is tor ic  bu i ld ing.  They couldn ' t  do anyth ing to  t .he outs ide

because they t .hought  that .  is  was a h is tor ic  p lace,  but  ins ide

they would f  ix  everyth ing just  per fect ly .  The only  th ing t .hey
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d idn ' t  change  was  t he  ou t s i de . . . t he  cons t ruc t i on  ou t s i de .

That used to be the house of the governor of the Nueva

Viscaya,  you know, when he stopped there on h is  way Santa Fe.

That is the road that came from Durango, through Santa

Bdrbara, out from the mount.ains, and t.hen to Santa Fe.

So I  to ld  Ramon,  "Okay.  "  I  came back.  f  had that  house

t.hat the company gave it  me. You know, Hanson had changed the

furn i ture for  me the way that  I  l iked.  He rea1Iy was very

nice wi th  me.  Every t ime that .  the Br i t ish,  the owners of  the

mine ,  wou ld  come I  o f fe red  my  p lace .  They  cou ld  s tay .  O f

course,  i t  would be l ike a vacat ion t .o  them. I  would take

them to my p lace i f  I  needed to enter ta in  them for  a  l i t t le

b i t  or  inv i te  them for  d inner ,  lunch,  dr inks or  whatever .  I t

was very n ice.  I  f ixed that  p lace very n ice ly .  I  had a

beaut i fu l  garden and I  made i t  very n ice.

Did the company p lace furn i ture in  the house for  you?

Yes. He even sent his se. 'ret- ar\/ f  ^ go out and buy new

fu rn i t u re .

He  l i ked  you .

Yes,  he was very n j -ce.  So I  to l -d  these people,  oh,  because

Ramon to ld  me,  r r f  don ' t  care.  f  have my job.  Let  t .he bank

take everyth ing."  I  sa id,  ' ,Oh,  no.  We have spent  a l l_  t .he

money we have. We spent i t  on the farm and we are not going

to l -ose i t .  "  I  wrote a le t ter  and I  to ld  them, ryou need to

waj- t  and we wi l -1  pay. , '

You wrote the le t ter  to  the bank?B
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R : Yes,  the same le t ter  to  every one of  the peopl -e we owed.  "We

are going to  pay you,  but  you need to wai t .  The f i rsc one

wil l  be t.he bank or you wil-I  never get any money because the

bank could take everything we have. " And then I went to

Chihuahua and I talked to the manager of the bank in

Chihuahua.  I  sa id,  " I  need money.  A l ready I  have p lanted a

hundred hectS.reas of wheat and the wheat is coming out with

tha t  f e r t i l i ze r . r t  We  pu t  so  much  fe r t i l i ze r  i n  t he  co t ton ,  so

it st i l- l  was on t.he ground. And in three months I came here

and  s tayed  seven  yea rs . . . p lus  hav ing  fou r  k ids .

Whi l -e  Mr.  Rosas was sL i1 l  in  San Francisco?

In San Francisco.  He was over  there in  San Francisco.  And I

p lanted the wheat .  In  three months I  got  enough money to  pay

t .he  bank .  A f te r  I  pa id  the  bank  I  sa id ,  "W€ a re  sa fe . r  So  i n

these seven years I  s tayed here.  I  pa id a l l_  t .he money.  Of

cou rse ,  he  he lped  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  w i t h  h i s . . . t hey  l en t  h im  f i f t y

thousand dol lars .  But ,  rea l ly ,  I  s t .ayed here for  seven years.

I  pa id  eve rybody ,  bu t  one  o f  t hese  mach ines . . . because  the

whea t  i s  s ta r ted  w i th  the  ca t . t l e .  Now,  th i s  l as t  yea r  we  so ld

a lo t  o f  them because,  lou know, they were four  years wi thout .

r : i n  i n  ha ra  so  we  needed  to  se l I  a  I o t  o f  t hem so  thev  can+ - -  r r v !  v  ,  p g f  r  q  r v  U  V !  U l l g t t t  D V  L I r

l eave  the  res t  because there  was no th inq  to  feed them.  o f

r a - t r r r a a  r ^ r a  l . r n r r a h f  =  
' l  - i  t - + - ' l  aevu!  Ds  ,  ws  uuLryr rL  d .  -L -L  L  L re  b i t  bu t  , ro t  

'a r ro r rg f r ,  

no t  enough.

See ,  t hey  ea t  t oo  much ,  so  we  needed  t . o  se l l  a  l o t  o f  t hem.

Now, they are coming.  Now, we just  have just  vaquiJJas,  you

know. . . t he  ones  we  have ,  t he  new ca l ves .  And  r  bough t  t hem.
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I  s tar ted for ty  years ago wi th  them. I  s tar ted wi th  for ty

hei fers ,  ca lves,  and I  bought  three bul - ls  f rom the States wi th

the Regis t ry .  And then af ter  th is  he qui t  the mine.  He

res igned and he was going to  be work ing for  h imsel f .  He came

here and the ranch was saved,  so I  he lped h im t .hat  much. . .

w i th  bo th  o f  us .  And  tha t  i s  a l l .

How d id you fee l  about  leav ing San Francisco because you sa id

i t  was such a n ice p lace and safe?

Yes,  but  I  knew then that  Ramon needed to s tar t  th ink ing about

re t i r emen t  because  I  knew ,  l - i ke  I  t o l d  you . . .Oo f  !  I  guess  I

ta lked to  Hanson too many t imes.  He to ld  Ramon,  "She is  go ing

to t .e I l  you to  do everyth ing.  She d id th is ,  then she d id

th i s .  "  I  sa j -d ,  r rYou  j us t  wa i t .  "  ( chuck les )  P robab ly  because

I  sa id,  "Look at  me work ing here so many t imes.  And l_ook at

me;  in  one year  I  made th is  and that . ,  and I  d id  th is  and d id

that ,  and I  bought  th is  and I  bought  that . "  L ike he never  d id

he re .

How ol -d was he when he ret i red?

WeI l ,  he was not  re t i red.  By the t ime t .hat  he came to the

fa rm . . .

Ret. ired from working

We1 l ,  I  t h ink  i t  was

How ol-d was he?

' i  n  m i  n i  n a ?

t . ime for  h im.

we I l ,  i t  was  i n  [ 19 ]55 .

So he was at  San Francisco deI  Oro dur inq Mexicanizat ion?

Yes .
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Coul-d you explain to me what happened during MexicanizaLion?

What  i s  t h i s?

When they passed the min ing law.

We l l ,  I  don ' t  know wha t .  t h i s  i s .

And  the  m in ing  compan ies  became owned  by  the . . .

Oh ,  abou t  t he  d i f f e ren t  way . . .when  t . hey  so ld  these  p laces .

Wel l ,  th ings have changed.  I t  is  not  exact ly  the same p lace

and ,  espec ia l l y  now,  i t  i s  comp le te l y  d i f f e ren t .  They  say

that they are making now good money, but in a different. way.

They are get t ing in  some other  k inds of  bus inesses together .

I  don ' t  know what  i t  is .  And they changed laws;  they don, t

have the b ig syndicates,  you know. They were qui te  someth ing.

They were qui te  someth ing.  In  those days they were hard.

They were hard.

Have you gone back to  v is i t  a t .  San Francisco del  Oro?

Oh,  yes .  I  have  gone  a  l o t  o f  t imes .

Have you been there lately?

No .  Now,  no .

Did you have a best fr iend when you were l iving there?

Oh ,  yes .  A  1o t  o f  t hem.

Who were some of vour fr iends?

f ) f  - n r t r a a  , T r r l  i :  t l r a  F a : n ' l . r a rv !  v v u !  D u  ,  u  u a  I a  /  L I I E  L E q . \ / I I g !  .

Arauj  o?

Bu t  she  was  no t ,  exac t l y .  La te r ,  a f t e r  he r  s i s te r ,  yes .  Her

s is ter  was my best  f r iend,  Margar i ta .  You know, she is  s t i l l

a l ive,  but  she has Alzheimers,  so she is-  what  d id  I  te l_ l  you-
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I i ke  a  dead  pe rson ,  bu t  i s  s t i l l  a l i ve .  She  i s  s t i l l -  i n  San

Francisco.  And her  daughter  Ju l ia  was the teacher .  Af t .er

th is  Ju l ia  moved to Parra l  and they ret i red.  They l ived very

c lose to  me.  Af ter  Arnul - fo  d ied we became very cLose.  I  look

af ter  her .  She is  about  twel -ve years o lder  t .han I  am, so I

t ake  ca re  o f  he r .  I  he lp  he r  a l l  f  can .

Did the people that  l ived in  the other  coTonias in teract .  wi th

the people t .hat  l ived in  the co lonia that  you were l iv ing?

WeI I ,  soc ia I l y ,  eve ry  one  o f  t hem.  The  one  tha t  I  t o ld  you

that  was a l i t . t le  rough was Peggy.  For  t .h is .  .  .  i t  was my

faul - t .  That  was t .he only  one,  but  I  got  a long per fect ly

a l r ight  wi th  every one of  them. There was Dol ly  Evans.  As a

mat ter  o f  fact ,  w€ were f r iends even before f  was marr ied.

She was a f r iend of  mine.  I  used to  come to Matehual -a,  f rom

San Luis  t .o  Matehuala.  And her  mother  and fa ther  l ived in

Matehuala.  They worked in  the Amer ican Smel t ing.  And I  have

a cousin.  Her  husband l ived in  the co lony in  MaLehuala of

ASARCO. I would go. I would get out of school and spend my

vacat ion over  there because t .here was a lo t  o f  soc ia l  l i fe  and

th ings l - ike th is ,  so I  s tayed wi th  them. We were very good

fr iends.  By t .hat  t ime Dol1y was marr ied and was l iv ing in

Fr isco.  But  every one of  them, we were very,  very good

f r i ends .  The re  i s  ano the r  one ,  t he  Gren ie rs ' .  Now they  l i ve

in  E1  Paso .  He  used  to  work  i n  t he  m ine .  He  i s  a  Canad ian ,

a French-Canadian,  but ,  I  don ' t  know exact ly  what  k ind of

French he speaks.  He spoke very poor  Engl ish and he spoke



B

R

B

R

B

very poor Spanish, so maybe

don ' t  know.  ( I augh te r )

Wha t  was  h i s  w i fe ' s  name?

he spoke a very poor French. I

O fe I i a  Gren ie r .

And t .hey l ive in  El  Paso?

They  l i ve  i n  E l  Paso .

What  d id  you do to  keep up wi th  the s ty les in  c lo th ing or  ha i r

s ty les? Did you read fashion magazines? How did you know

what  was in  s ty le?

Of course, we had magazines. We had a beauty parlor where we

went .  As a mat ter  o f  fact ,  w€ have now one very good one in

Par ra l ,  bu t  l e t  me  te l l  you .  I  j us t  qu i t  go ing  w i th  h im

because I  heard a s tory  that  I  don ' t  l ike very much.  you

know,  he  was  k i nd  o f  f unny .  I  sa i d ,  "No ,  I 'm  a f ra i d . "  O f

cou rse ,  t hey  don ' t  know,  bu t ,  you  know,  even  w i th  the . . . you

are a lways af  ra id  t .o  be in f  ected wi th  t .h is  new d isease.

The  S IDA.

The  S IDA.  Th i s  i s  t he  k ind  o f  a  guy . . . t ha t  k ind ,  you  know.

So there was a beaut.y sal-on in the coJ-onia?

Yes.  There was st i l1  a  beauty sa lon in  the co lonia and there

was another one in Santa Bdrbara where I used t.o go and f ix my

hai r  and everyth ing.

You woul-d go to the one in Santa Bdrbara?

Yes,  I  used to  go to  the one in  Santa Bdrbara.  Somet imes I

wou ld  go  to  the  one  i n  F r i sco .

You rotat.ed?
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Yes.  r  woul -d go to  santa Bdrbara in  the morning wi th  the

dr iver .  And r  would go to  p ick up the ch i rdren in  the

af ternoon,  but  by that  t ime r  would s tay unt i l  r  f in ished

play ing br idge.  I  p layed br idge and at  four  o,c l -ock,  when

they go out of the work, w€ stopped. And I picked up my

children and I came home with my children.

Was there a company store in San Franciscoz whcra dir l  r76q f11y

vorr r  cr ror -er i  cgJ

Oh,  no.  There was a s tore in  t .he town.  The company d idn, t

have a s tore.  we came to Parrar  and bought  a l l  our  foodstuf fs

in  Parra l .  There was anot .her  s tore in  san Francisco,  but  that

f e l l ow . . . t hey  k i l I ed  h im  one  n i gh t .  They  wan ted  t o  r ob  h im ,

oh,  and they made h im suf fer  so much because r  don ' t  know how

many  t . imes  they . . .w i th  the  kn i fe .  He  was  a  wonder fu l  pe rson .

Was there any cr ime in  San Francisco?

Wel- l ,  there was just  one of  t .he worst  I  have seen.

I t  happened in  San Francisco?

Yes ,  i n  San  F ranc i sco  de l -  Oro .

Did they have any prob1ems wi t .h  prost i tu t ion?

wel- ] ,  there was a house over  there that  r  to ldyou about .  you

know, my language,  when r  was in  the phi l ipp ines and r  s tar ted

to  speak  Eng l i sh . . .  The re  were  two  l ad ies ;  one  was  the  one

r  to ld  you about ,  the manager 's  wi fe ,  and she was a cathor ic ,

bu t . . .  oh !  she  was  such  a  pu r i t an .  she  j us t  d i dn , t  wan t

to do anyth ing l ike th is .  And the other  one.  she was just

the opposi te .  The other  one,  she used to have a restaurant
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for  t .he ra i l road men,  so you can see her  language.  Of  course,

I  don ' t  know.  I  learned f rom her ,  so I  thought  t .hat  was the

r ight  way to  say i t .  When I  came to Fr isco,  one t ime we

passed f rom a b ig bui ld ing that  I  knew over  there.  And you

knew i t  was a red d is t r ic t .  So the lady who was nexL to  me

asked ,  "Wha t  i s  t ha t? "  And  I  sa id ,  ' ,Th i s  one .  . '  because  I

learned i t  f rom Mrs.  Jones.  That  was the way she ta lked.  she

used to have a restaurant  for  the ra i l road men,  so you can

jus t  imag ine .  I  t o ld  tha t  woman ,  "We1 l ,  f  be t te r  no t .  say  i t . "

Yeah,  so I  to ld  her ,  so that  was the r ight  way.  I  saw Ramon,

land he asked me]  ,  "Where d id you hear  t .h is?"  I  sa id,  i lWel l ,

f r om Mrs .  , -Tones .  ( l augh te r )  she  was  my  teacher . '  As  soon  as

we got  here,  I  to ld  you,  we have been doing a l r ight .

Would you have changed anything in your l i fe?

In what way?

Tn  \ / ^ r ' r r  
' l  

i  f  o  
' l  ' i  r r i  na  i  n  m ir r r  J v u !  r r l E  - . .  , , , ' n l n g  C a m p s .

wel I ,  f lo .  we d idn ' t  change.  r  marr ied Ramon and we have been

ve ry  we I I . . . I i v i ng  a lmos t  s i x t y  yea rs  o f  ma r r i age .  We ,11  be

sixty years married, can you imagine? So we have been very,

very happy,  he lp ing each other .  Of  course,  you know, once in

a  wh i l e  we  have . . .we  a re  humans .  ( l aughs )

You have words .

Look i t ,  r  even went to the farandul-a. Do you know what is

the  fa randuLa?

N o ,  I  d o n ' t .

To  the  s ta rs .  You know,  in  tha t  c l -ub  we used to  have in
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Parra l  we needed money,  so they decided that  they were going

to  make .  .  .

A  ra f f l e?

No.  In  the s tage.  Represent  someth ing in  t .he s tage.

A pageant?

No.  Una obra teat raT,  theater ,  and very,  very n ice.  This

fe l l -ow,  who was in  charge of  B611a Ar tes.  .  .  that  we had that

p lace in  Parra l - .  Now, he loved to  do th is .  o f  course,  r  used

to,  and I  to l -d  you,  that  I  taught  Engl ish in  that  p lace.  As

a mat . ter  o f  fact ,  re t  me ter r  you how r  got  to  the centro

juveniT.  one day,  a  f r iend of  ours,  Ranger ,  f rom the school

o f  M ines  o f  E1  Paso . . .  He  even  was  qu i te  a  few  yea rs  be fo re

Ramon.  Now, he 's  the generar  manager  of  ar -1 the Tecnor6gicos

de  Mon te r rey .  Ra fae l i t o  Range l . . .wonder fu l - ,  t h i s  boy .  He  and

my boy,  they were such good f r iends and so c1ose.  r t  was not

too long ago he came to Parral because they are going to have

th is  k ind of  a  school  where they could get  the i r  masters,  but

mas te rs  by  the  te rev i s ion .  No t  on l y  by  te lev i s ion ,  buL  they

coul -d ta lk  back and for th  to  the.  .  .

L ike t .e l -econf  erencinq?

l \ T n  n n l -  i a - l  a nr\\r,  rr!)L ucrc.:orrf 
"r"r iarnn. 

They can get t.he degrees, their

masters.  They can get  the i r  masters that  way.

And not  have to  leave the i r  homes.

wi thout  leav ing t .he i r  homes because,  fou know, qui te  a lo t  o f

them now, they don't have Lhe money. And they are so

expensive now, El Tecnol6gico de Monterrey, that very few can



a f fo rd  to  a t tend . . . t e r r i b l y ,  t e r r i b l y  expens i ve .  I  t o ld  you

I  have sent  s ix  of  the seven.  One we d idn ' t  send because he

was  go ing  to  be  a  fa rmer .  And  ano the r  one ,  he  wan ted . . .

End of Tape Three

Side  A

Beginning of Tape Three

Side B

He  d idn ' t  ge t  a  deg ree ,  bu t ,  s t i I l ,  he  s tayed  two  and  a  ha l f

years in the Tecnol6gico de Mont,errey, but now in Chihuahua.

He  was  hav ing  a  good  t ime ,  so  he  d idn ' t  r ea l I y  go  to  schoo l_ .

Af ter  we to l -d  h im that .  we were not  go ing to  pay for  h is  school

anymore he went t.o a government university in Chihuahua and

st .ayed another  year .  r rso i f  you don ' t  f in ish th is  up,  you can

go work by yoursel f .  "  But .  now he had a very good job,  o f

course,  as one of  these boys that  are very economj-caI ly  smart .

He's  an expor ter .  He f ixes th ings l ike a book,  h is  work,  and

he has done very,  very wel1.  As a mat ter  o f  fact ,  he had a

baby just  a  few days d9o,  the grandchi ld  I  to l_d you about .

And I have two grandchildren.

So you ' re a great-grandmother?

A great . -grandmother ,  yes.

Le t  me  ask  you  one  f i na l  ques t i on  and  we ' I  I  c tnn  fn r  f he  day .
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What advice would you give to a woman accompanying her

husband,  who is  a min ing engineer ,  to  another  p lace in  the

worl-d to work? What would you tel l  her?

We11,  that  is  a I r ight . .  You know, ours was a specia l

experience because we had such bad l-uck to loose our two older

children,'  one, Tappy, because she got hookworm in the

Phi l ipp ines.  Af ter  some years she got  th is  ye l low jaundice,

but  not  ye l low jaundice.  There is  a  d i f ferent  name they have.

Hepat  i t  is  ?

Hepat i t is .  And i t  developed in  her  r iver .  Armost  the same

damage l ike when somebody drinks too much. This is why she

died.  when we took her  to  Houston the doctor  looked at  her

and  sa id ,  "Th j - s  i s  no t  cance r  wha t  she  has ,  bu t  i t , s  j us t  as

bad because she is  not  go ing to  last  s ix  months.  i l  That  was

t rue .  She  d idn ' t  l as t  s i x  mon ths .  She  was  twen ty - f i ve .  My

boy . . . I  don ' t  know too  much  abou t  med ic ine ,  bu t  he  was  a  b ig

boy and st rong.  He p layed Amer ican footbal l .  And I  th ink

maybe th is  is  what  happened to h im.  As a mat ter  o f  fact ,  we

have a f r iend not  far  f rom here.  The boy got  cancer .  He had

a  l i t t l e  t umor .  I  wou ldn ' t  be  su rp r i sed  i f  he  was  h i t  p lay ing

footbal -1,  maybe,  because such b ig and st rong and,  heal thy

boys . . .  Those  a re  the  th lngs  tha t  have  made  us  sad .

Living in those places was a very good experience and you

enjoy i t .  You know, i f  you want  to  learn somet .h inq,  there is

nothing el-se to give you more experience- and you wil-1 know

more-  l ike t ravel ing.  r  have t raveled Europe-  and r  know

B :

R :
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almost  the  who le  th ing-  and the  Ph i l ipp ines .  f  know some

places  in  Ch ina .  I  know Man i la .  I  know Hong Kong.  We have

been to China twice and in Hong Kong once. Japan and Tokyo

a n d  Y o k o h a m a . . . I  h a v e  b e e n  t w i c e ,  L o o .  I n  S o u t h  A m e r i c a  I

have been in  Argent ina ,  and Peru ,  and Ch i le ,  and Bo l iv ia .  I

s t a y e d  i n  P a n a m a ,  t o o . . . m y  t h r e e  w e e k s  t h a t  I  t o l d  y o u  a b o u t

that f  was in t .he boat.  I  have known a lot  of  them, but

rea l l y  very  n ice .  I f  t .hey  have a  chance to  go ,  o f  course ,  do

i t .  Of  course ,  you  need to  be  good a t  what  you are  go ing  to

do. After you start .  gett . ingl  connect ions you go on Lo another

one and. . .  Do you know what  happened? That  fe11ow,  when

Ramon was in Wadley, he was the manager.  He was the

superintendent.  of  t .he mine. .  .  Stover.  He came to Clar ines

la te r ,  when we were  in  Fr isco ,  and he  was work ing  under  Ramon.

R a m o n  w a s  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a n d  h e  w a s  a  f o r e m a n . . . S t o v e r .

T h e  m i n i n g  w o r l d  i s  a  s m a l - l -  o n e ,  i s n ' t  i t ?

Yes,  o f  course .  And th ings  change.  You need to  be  good and

you need to be responsible and you wi l l  be good everywhere you

go.  That  i s  t .he  main  t .h ing .  There  is  no t  a  p lace ;  there  is

no t  a  c i ty ;  there  is  no t  a  count ry .  There  is  yourse l f .

How about we stop for today?

I  th ink  tha t  was  okay .

Y o u  d i d  f i n e .

O k a y .

Th is  i s  the  end o f  t .he  in te rv iew.

End of Interview
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