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Mining in  Mexico
Oral -  His tory  Pro ject

Amel ia  Rosas de Valadez
By Michel le  G.  Benavides

November 26,  L996

B:  Th is  i s  an  in te rv iew w i th  Ame1ia  Rosas  de  Va l_adez.  The

in te rv iew,  by  Miche l le  Benav ides ,  i s  par t  o f  the  Min ing  in

Mex ico  ora l  H is to ry  Pro jec t .  we are  loca ted  a t  the  home o f

M r s .  V a l a d e z  a t  R o b e r t o  M a d r a z o ,  n u m e r o  2 ,  C o l o n i a  C e n t r a l ,

Hidalgo de1 Parcal-  ,  Chihuahua, Mexico .  Today, s date is

N o v e m b e r  2 6 ,  L 9 9 6 .

I ' d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e ,  M r s .  V a l a d e z ,  a n d

for  consent ing  to  the  in te rv iew.  r 'm sure  i t  w i l l  be  a  very

i m p o r t a n t  a d d i t i o n  t o  o u r  p r o j e c t .  I , d  l i k e  t o  b e g i n  t h e

in terv iew f i rs t  by ask ing you to  share a b i t  o f  b iographica l

in format ion wi th  f f i€ ,  p lease.  Tf  you can t .e l l  us when and

where you were born.

I  was born in  Sombrerete,  ZacaLecas,  October  19,  a9I2 and when

we were f ive years o]d we came from sombrerete to El paso. we

had an uncl -e in  EI  Paso and he was the one that  to ld  us to

come to El  Paso because the revol -ut ion was on at  that  t ime.

so we came. Ramon was seven years o1d and r was f ive years

ol -d.  we came to E1 Paso and we star ted to  l - ive in  E1 paso

since then.  we went  to  school ,  Beal l  school -  for  me,  pr imar ia ,

and r  went  to  El  Paso High school - .  r  graduated f rom Er  paso



R .

High School.  By then Ramon had graduated from the Universi ty

o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso in  ] -932 lTexas  Co l lege o f  Mines  and

Met.al lurgyl  .  When Ramon graduated his f i rst  job in Mexico was

here  in  San Lu is  Potos i .  He had a  permanent  job  in  San Lu j_s

Potos i ,  so  he  to l -d  my mother  and my fa ther  to  come l i ve  w i th

h im.  We a l - l -  came to  Mex ico  f rom E l  paso in  1 -932.  Then I

s t a r t e d  t o  w o r k  f o r  m i n i n g  c o m p a n i e s .  r  s t u d i e d  i n  E }  p a s o .

And i t  was very nice to have learned Engl ish and Spanish, so

r  worked as  a  span ish-Eng l ish  secre tary .  r  worked fo r  a  lo t

o f  Amer ican bosses ,  many o f  them,  fo r  fo r ty - th ree  years  in

mj-ning companies.

L e t . ' s  b a c k  u p  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  I , d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  y o u  t e l l  m e  m o r e

about  your  l i fe  in  E l -  Paso.

Oh,  in  E l  Paso I  used to  work  fo r  ,JC penney.

My goodness !  Downtown?

Downtown.  when Er  Paso was rear  n ice .  And f  worked fo r  the

Popu lar  Dry  Goods,  the  Popu lar ,  fa  popu lar .  I  used to  go  co

school-  and work on saturdays. on vacat ion t ime we used to

work f  or , fC Penney, too.

How old were you when you started to work?

W e l - l - ,  1 e t ' s  s e e ,  I  w a s  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  o l _ d  w h e n  I  s t a r t e d  t o

work at JC Penney.

And why did you begin to work?

In  t .he  min ing  compan ies?

N o ,  a t  J C  P e n n e y ' s .

S ix teen years  o l -d .

V

B

B

V

B

V

B

V



B :

V :

But why did you begin working?

Wel1 ,  I  l - i ked  to  work .  I  l i ked  to  work ,  to  make money to  buy

my books ,  to  buy  my c lo thes ,  and to  he lp  my mother  a t  home.

You ment. ioned your brother Ramon. Did you have any other

bro t .hers  o r  s is te rs?

No, [o,  we had anot.her brother,  but he died when he was a

baby.

Cou ld  you te l I  me t .he  names o f  your  paren ts ,  p lease?

Yes,  my f  a t .her  was Pedro  Rosas  and my mother  was Es te ]e  Rosas

L u q o .

B :

V :

B :

V :

B :

V :

B :

V :

And where were they from?

They were f rom Sombrerete,  Zacatecas.

in  Sombrerete.

Both of  them were born

B :

V :

B :

And what did your father do for a l iv ing?

He was s ick .  He d id  no t  have a  good hear t .  and he  d idn , t  work

very  much.  He used to  work  a t  For t  B1 iss .  Remember  when they

had For t  B l - i ss  in  E I  Paso? He worked fo r  For t  Br iss  a round

three  or  four  years  in  the  warehouse.  r  don, t  remember  what .

y e a r  i t  w a s . . . w h e n  t h e y  h a d  a  l - o t  o f  s o r d i e r s  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e

war  and t .hey  had For t  B l - i ss .  Do fhcw s t - i  ' l . l  have For t  B l i ss  in

E l  P a s o ?

Yes.  And where  d id  you l i ve  when you f i rs t  came to  E l  paso?

I n  S o m b r e r e t e .

No. when you came from Mexico to El paso do you remember

where  you  l i ved  i n  E l  Paso . . . ae f  nombre  de  l -a  ca lLe?

we l - ived on zaragosa.  The st reet  was Zaragosa t  nL)mero g.V :



B:

V :

They ca l l  i t  Second Ward .

Yes .  Was i t  an  apar tment  o r  a  house?

An apartment.  Then we lef t  that house and came way back near

the  Manhat tan  [He igh ts ;  a  ne ighborhood in  E l  Paso]  on  Walnu t

St ree t .  We had another  house there .  From there  we came back

t o  M e x r c o .

When you were  a t tend ing  schoo l -  you  ment ioned tha t  you

at tended e l -emenLary  schoo l  a t  Bea l l -  you  en tered  no t  knowing

any Eng l ish?

How d i f f i cu l t  was  i t  t .o  learn?

Not  a t  a l - I .  I  don ' t  remember  hav ing  any  d i f f i cu l ty  in  schoo l

when I  was  f i ve  years  o ld .  And,  I  guess ,  they  d id  no t  have

any k indergar ten  t .hen.  I  went  to  a  Catho l i c  schoo l  w i th  nuns

f o r  t w o  y e a r s .

Do you remember the name of the school_?

Yes.  Sagrado Corazon,  Sagrado Corazon.

V

B

V

B

V

B

V

B

Sacred Hear t . .

Sacred Hear t ,  yeah.  I  was

mother  took me to the publ ic

And were your classes t.aught

A11  o f  t hem in  Eng l i sh ,  a l l

were in  Engl ish,  no Spanish

eighth grade in  Beal l  school

Schoo l

Do you

there for two years and

school ,  to  Beal - l -  school

in  Engl ish or  Spanish?

then my

o f  t h e m  i n  E n g l i s h .  A 1 1  c l a s s e s

at  a l - l .  And then f  f  in ished the

and t .hen I  went to El-  Paso Hioh

B : remember the  names o f  some o f  your  favor i te  teachers?



V :

t r .

\ / .

No,  I  don ' t  remember .  There  were  so  many o f  them.  f  went  to

E l  Paso H igh  four  years .  I  have my d ip loma somewhere .  I  have

i t .  I  have my d ip loma tha t  I  g raduated .

And whi1e you were in high school your brother,  Ramon, was

attending school at .  UTEP?

He was a t tend ing ,  yes .  And tha t ' s  why  in  1 -932 when he

graduated and he had his f i rst  job I  had to quit  working at JC

Penney. I  qui t  working there, so my mother and my father and

f  c a m e  t o  j o i n  R a m o n  i n  S a n  L u i s  P o t o s i .

How d id  you fee l  about  re tu rn ing  back  to  Mex ico?

W e l - I  I  l i k e d  M e x i c o ,  y € s ,  b u t  I  m i s s e d  E l  P a s o ,  t o o .  I  s t i l l -

m i s s  E I  P a s o ,  I  d o n ' t  k n o w .  f  n e v e r  w e n t  b a c k  t o  E l  P a s o  f o r

t he  pas t  t h i r t y  yea rs .

Tha t ' s  a  l ong  t ime .

A long t ime because I  was work ing.  Two years ago I went to

l i ke  i t .El Paso for two or three davs I  d i d n ' t

B

V

B

V

B

V

B

V

I t .  has  changed grea t ly .

I t .  has  changed very /  very  much.  I  used to  loved to  work

l -ook  a t  the  s to res  and buy  th ings  in  E I  Paso.  And

Chr is tmas t ime I  en joyed i t  very ,  very  much.

L e t ' s  g o  b a c k  t o  y o u r  d a y s  a t  J C  P e n n e y ' s .  W h a t  d i d  y o u

I  worked as  a  sa les  1ady .  f  l - i ked  i t  very  much.  f

a very nice lady that had charge of al- l -  the store.

What was her name?

M r s .  W h i t e ,  M r s .  W h i t e .

Do you remember her f i rst  name?

and

A L

do?

had



No.  No,  I  don ' t  remember  her  f i rs t  name.  She was very  n ice

to  me and f  l i ked  her  very  much.  Then I  had to  res iqn  tha t

job  because we came wi t .h  Ramon to  Mex ico .

How much were you paid a week? Do you remember?

f  remember  i t  was  f i ve  do l la rs  a  week.

Oh my goodness !  Back then was that a l -of  of  moner;

O h ,  y e s .

What  d id  you do  w i th  your  paycheck?

f worked. I  remember I  bought my shoes, my dresses, and my

hat .  We used to  wear  ha ts  on  Eas ter ,  remember?  Wel_ l ,  I  was

very  young.  I  l i ked  good th ings ,  n ice  th ings .  A l l  my pay  I

spent  on  c lo thes .  I f  I  needed some books ,  I  wou ld  buy  some

books  or  any th ing  I  wanted .

D id  you ever  have any  in ten t ions  o f  a t tend ing  schoor  o r

c o l l e g e  a f t e r  y o u  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l ?

I  d id  bu t  we d idn ' t  have any  money.  In  1 ,932 there  was a  b ig

c r i s i s  i n  E l -  P a s o .  r  m e a n  i n  w h o l - e  s t a t e s  i t  w a s  t h e  c r i s i s

o f  7932,  remember?  f  don ' t  know i f  you  remember .  A I I  Lhe

s tores  were  no t  se ] l - ing  very  much.  There  was no  money.  we l l ,

that was during the second war and i t  was very hard to 1ive.

No jobs ,  ro  no th ing ,  and t .hen when we came back  to  Mex ico

every th ing  changed.  rn  Mex ico  Ramon s ta r ted  to  work  w i th  the

mines  and r  worked w i th -  dur ing  my vacat ion  or  par t - t ime-  w i th

the same company he used to work for.

How d id  he  ge t  h is  job  w i th  tha t  company?

wel l ,  there  was a  depar tment  where  they  gave jobs  to  a r r  the

B

V

B

V

B

V

B

V



B :

V :

e n g i n e e r s .

FTom UTEP?

N o -  l e t ' s  s e e -  R a m o n  h a d  a  f r i e n d  i n  s o m e  n l a r . c  . Q h a  r l s s d ; 6
I / + q v e

employ  a  lo t  o f  peop le ,  a  lo t  o f  s tudents  fo r  min ing  camps,

and she gave h im a  job  here  in  San Lu j -s  Potos i .  When he was

in  San Lu is  Potos i  he  had a  f r iend ,  an  Amer ican f r iend ,  tha t

w e n t  t o  B o l i v i a .  H i s  n a m e  w a s  [ W . H . ]  S a r r e l s .

Can you spe l l  tha t .?

No,  I  don ' t  th ink  f  can  speI1  i t .  And he  ca l - l *ed  Ramon and he

took  h im.  Ramon was a l ready  mar r ied  and they  had a  l i t t . Ie

baby .  So they  went  to  Bo l i v ia .  Ramon f i rs t  went  to  Bo l i v ia

a n d  t h e n  h i s  w i f e  w e n t  t o  B o l i v i a ,  t o o .

D id  you s tay  beh ind  in  San Lu is  Pot .os i?

Yes,  I  s tayed beh ind  because I  had my fa ther  w i th  me and my

fa ther  was s ick .  He had hear t  t roub le .

And were  you s t i l l  work ing  fo r  the  min ing  compan ies?

Y e s .

What was the name of the company?

Firs t  i t .  was Amer ican Smel t ing and Ref in ing Company.  Twenty

yea rs  a f te r  t ha t  t hey  ca l l ed  i t  ASARCO.  And  a f te r  t ha t  t he

Mexicans t .ook over  and ca l l -ed i t  Industr ia  Minera M6xico.

WeL l ,  t e l l  me  abou t  you r  j ob  a t  San  Lu i s  Po tos i .

f t  was a very n ice job.  I  worked for  those companies for  a t

l eas t  f o rLy ,  f o r t y - th ree  yea rs .

So you worked through a l l  o f  the changes.

Ycq  \ / aa  T  o ta r ted  i n  Ma tehUa la -  t ha t  waS  Amer iCan  Sme l  t . i  nc r -- I  ' "  .  w s p  n r r r u !  r g s r r  u r l r g r  u r r r Y

B :

V :

P , .

V :

B

V

B

V

B

V

B
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P , .

V :

Matehua la ,  San Lu is  Potos i .  Then they  c l -osed j -n  Matehua la  fo r

they  had a  revo lu t ionary  s t r i ke ,  they  ca l led  i t ,  and  then I

went  to  Monter rey  and worked fo r  the  Amer j -can Smel t inq ,  too .

You went  by  yourse l f?

Yes,  and my fa ther  was back  in  Mat .ehua1a.  Then I  went  back  to

Matehua la  aga in  and go t  mar r ied  in  1949.  I  kep t  work ing  when

I  was mar r ied .  I  d id  no t  have any  ch i ld ren .  God knows why.

(chuck l -es)  A f te r  tha t  I  worked fo r  Indus t r ia  Minera  M6x ico  in

Charcas ,  San Lu is  Potos i  un t i l -  I  was  t rans fer red .

O k a y ,  f ' 1 1 -  a s k  y o u  t o  b a c k  u p  a g a i n .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  h e a r  a l l

of  your good st.or ies about every place where you worked. How

about  i f  we beg in  w i th  your  job  in  Matehua la?

M a t e h u a l a  i s  a  n i c e  p 1 a c e .

Can you spel1 Matehuala, por favor?

Y e s .  M - A - T - E - H - U - A - L - A .  M a t e - h u a - I a .  M a t e h u a l a .  V e r y  n i c e

p l a c e  t h e r e .  f t ' s  n o t  c o l d ,  i t ' s  n o t  h o t .  L a  t r a v i e z a ,  e I

tr6pico de Cdncer.  lC6mo se dice, t r6pico de CS.ncer?

The Trop ic  o f  Cancer .

The Trop ic  o f  Cancer .  I t . ' s  c l -ose  by  the  Trop ic  o f  Cancer ,  so

i t ' s  a  v e r y ,  v e r y  n i c e  c l i m a t e  t h e r e .  W h a t  e l s e  c a n  I  t e l - l

you about?

Tel- l  me about your job. What did you do at your job?

Wel - l ,  every th ing  was secre tar ia l  work .  I  was  a  Span ish-

E n g l i s h  s e c r e t a r y .  T h e y  u s e d  t o  w r i t e  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  E n g l i s h .

Le t te rs  and ever th ing  were  wr i t . ten  in  Eng l ish .  I  rece ived

l e t t e r s  i n  E n g l i s h .  I  h a d  t o  t a k e  d i c t a t i o n  f r o m  a l l  t h e

B :

V :

B :

V :

B :

V :

B :

V :
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Amer ican bosses .  A  few le t te rs  were  wr i t ten  in  Span ish  then,

bu t .  a lmost  a l l  in  Enq l ish .

Were  you the  on ly  female  in  the  o f f i ce?

I  was .  A t  tha t  t ime I  was  t .he  on ly  female  in  the  company.

Af te r  p robab ly  twe lve  years  they  s ta r ted  to  employ  g i r1s .

When you were working in Matehuala where did you l- ive?

I  l i ved  in  Matehua l -a .

Was there a mining camp?

No,  i t  was  a  sor t  o f  a  town,  a  town where  they  had houses .

They had a church, a pLaza, and everyt.hing. The mine was very

c l o s e  t o  t h e  t o w n ,  s o  t h e y  h a d  a  l o t  o f  h o u s e s  f o r  t h e

amr r l  n r zcoc r

Did the company pay for your housing?

No,  at  that  t ime they d id not  pay for  my house.  For  h igher

employees they had houses,  f  mean.  They never  paid any rent

for  me.  I  pa id my own rent .  I  pa id my own l ight ,  wat .er  and

everyth ing.

And your  fa ther  was wi th  you at  th is  t ime?

Yes .  mv  f  a f  he r  was  w i th  me  a t  t . ha t  t ime ., ' .  ]

So te l l  me what .  a  typ ica l  day was l ike.

We l I ,  i t  was  ve ry  n i ce .  We had  a  l o t  o f  pa r t i es  a t  t he

company.  The days were very n ice,  very n ice.  We had p lenty

of nice young people working for the company. And we had

p icn i cs .  We had  pa r t i es ,  dances ,  and  mus ic .  They  used  to

have a cLub where they had a l l  o f  these par t . ies and we enjoyed

them very much.

B :

V :

B

V

B

V

B :

V :

B :

V :
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\ / .

What nat ional i ty were most of the managrement?

They a l l  were  Amer icans  a t  f i r s t .  Way back  in  1952,  maybe,

they  were  a l l  Amer ican.  A1t  the  bosses  were  Amer ican.  The

h i g h e s t  p l a c e s  w h e r e  t h e y  w o r k e d . . . t h e y  a l l -  w e r e  A m e r i c a n .

The lower  jobs  they  gave them Lo peones,  to  the  workmen.  In

Mat .ehua l -a  they  used to  work  a t  l -eas t  800 peop le ,  800 workmen,

and some t .h i r ty  conf  iden t ia l  employees .

Conf ident ia l?  What  does  conf ident . ia l  mean?

Conf ident . ia l  means tha t  they  had advantages .  .n icer ,  be t te r

sa la r ies .  H igher  employees  had houses  jus t  because they  were

employees .  And the  res t  o f  them were  peones,  Lhe workmen.

S o  h o w  d i d  y o u  f i t  i n ?  W e r e  y o u  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e . . . d i d  t h e y

c lass i fy  you w i th  the  upper  management .?

They ca l led  me a  conf ident ia l  employee.

So you had many of the advantages that they had?

S i ,  u h - h u h .

The management ,  were  the i r  w ives  there  w i th  them,  a lso?

Oh yes ,  a l -1  o f  Lhem,  a l1  o f  Lhem.  Many coup les  l i ved  in

Matehua la  over  th i r ty  o r  fo r ty  years .  They  l i ked  the  c1 i .mate ,

they  l i ked  the  work ,  and they  s tayed in  Matehua l -a .  Most  o f

them went  back  to  the  Sta tes  when Mex ico  took  over  the  mines ,

but many of them even died in Matehuala. They l iked Matehual-a

very  much.

What  d id  they  mine  in  Matehua l -a?

Tn Matehua la  t .hey  used to  mine  copper  and in  San Lu is  po tos i

they  mined z rnc  and copper ,  too ,  and a  l i t t . l -e  s i l ver  and a

B
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B

V

B

V

B

B :

V :
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B

V

l i t t l e  g o l d , '  v e r y ,  v e r y  l i t t 1 e  g o l d  a n d  v e r y  l i t t l - e  s i l v e r .

B u t  m o s t  o f  i t ,  i t ' s  z i n c .  I n  C h a r c a s  t h e y ' r e  s t i 1 l  w o r k i n g

t.he company. Industr ia Minera M6xico is st i l - I  working

C h a r c a s .

How old were you when you were in Matehual-a?

L e t ' s  s e e ,  i n  M a t e h u a l a  I  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o l d ,  I

V

B

\ 7

B

B

B

V

B

V

B

V

B

V

guess .

?Sof tera?

Q n 7  f a r n  a i
v v l  v v L  q  

t

Were you ever asked out to go on a date by

bachelors or  men that  were work ing?

No,  not  the workers.  I  had my f ianc6e that  was

for  the company.  He was work ing for  some other

^ E  t s L ^
a t t y  ( J r  L I I E

not working

company.

B

V

Where did you meet your f ianc6e?

In San l - ,u is  Potos i .  I  met  h im in  San Lui -s  Potos i  and we were

mar r i ed  i n  1949 .

So you were apar t .  whi le  you were cour t ing h im,  weren ' t  you?

Yes .

And how was that?

Wc ' l  I  ( r - h r r r - k ' l  es )  T  rea l  I  r . '  don ,  t  know./  \  v r f  s v r ! + v v  /

W a s  i t  d i f f i c u l t ?

N o ,  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  a t  a l l .  N o ,  n o t  a t  a I I .

Did you have to wear a uniform to work?

N o ,  I  n e v e r  d i d .

WeI l ,  how d id  you dress  to  go  to  work?

I  l - i ked  to  work  w i th  a  wh i te  b louse,  a  b l -ack  sk i r t  ,  o r

1 1



B

anyth ing I  want .ed to  wear .  I  could wear  anyth ing I  l iked.

Did you dress up?

oh,  yes.  I  had to  be very n ice ly  dressed and had to have a

very good appearance.  I  had to  be very n ice to  a l l - ,

everybody. . .be cour teous and pol i te  to  everybody.  And

B

\ 7

B

V

B

V

B

everybody l iked me very much.

What  was the  name o f  your  f i rs t  boss

D . J .  P o p e .

P c r n e ?  P - O - P - E ?

P-O-P-E ,  yes .  D . .T .  Pope .  And  I  had

bosses .  We l l ,  f  don ' t  even  remember

A t  t ha t  f i r s t  j ob?

Yes .

No ,  t hey  used  to  s tay  i n

and years.  They d id not

very many years.

How did you keep up with

Wel1,  Matehual -a had very

ord inary s ty les.

Did you have magazines

t h e r e ?

very/ very many American

the i r  names .

the mining camp for years and years

rotate them. They stayed t .here for

the  s t y les?

many sty les,  you know. We kept  just

How of ten d id they leave? Did they rotate them or  d id  t .hey

re t i re?

V

B

V

V :

B :

to read to tel l -  you how they were

dress ing?

Yes ,  f  used  to  buy  magaz ines .  f  used  to  buy

magaz ines .

I  no t i ced  tha t  you  have  a  sew ing  mach ine  s i t t i ng  on

Amer ican

the  t .ab le

L 2



V :

B :

V :

w i t .h  us .  Can I  ask  you i f  you  sewed back  then?

Y e s ,  f  l i k e d  t o  s e w  v e r y  m u c h .

When did you learn to sew?

A I l  m y  l i f e  I ' v e  l i k e d  t o  s e w  v e r y  m u c h .  I  d o n ' t  s e w  v e r y

we l - l - ,  you  know,  bu t  I  l - i ke  to  sew.

f  th ink  you ' re  be ing  modest  .

Y e s .  ( c h u c k l e s )

And what  about  ha i r  s ty les?

Wel1 ,  f  used to  wear  my ha i r  Iong,  bu t  when you ' re  work ing ,

you know, you have to be quick about gett . ing dressed, quick

about  tak ing  a  ba th ,  and qu ick  about  be ing  a t  your  o f f i ce ,  so

I  c u t  m y  h a i r  o f f .  I  c u t  m y  h a i r  i n  s t y l e .

Bobbed?

B o b b e d ,  y e s .

And whi le you were at work who cared for your father?

I  had a  maid  tha t  t .ook  care  o f  h im.

D id  she do  any  cook ing  fo r  h im?

Oh,  yes ,  she  used to  do  t .he  cook ing ,  wash t .he  d ishes ,  wash the

c l -o thes ,  and take  care  o f  my f  a ther  and every t .h ing .  When I

was work ing  in  Matehua la  i t  was  qu i te  a  l i t t l -e  b i t .  o f f  f rom

town, so we had to dr ive a bus to the mine and we didn, t  come

back  be fore  d inner .  They  had a  res taurant  over  there ,  so  we

cou l -d  ea t  a t  the  res taurant .  So  I  came back  home a f  t .e r  f  i ve

o 'c Iock .  The company had a  bus  tha t  b rought  us  back  to  town

a f t e r  f i v e  o ' c l o c k .

How long was the r ide to the camp?

R .

V :

B :

V :

B :

V :

B :

V :

B :

V :



B :

V :

B :

V :

F i f teen or  twenty  minu tes ,  no t  very  fa r .

And did the company pay for your lunch?

No,  we used to  pay  fo r  the  lunch.

How was the food?

Very  n ice  food,  very  n ice .  They  used to  have Ch inese cooks .

We had very  n ice  food.

D id  they  prepare  Ch inese food or  Mex ican food?

Mex ican food,  Mex ican food.  And i t  was  no t  very  expens ive  fo r

f  h e  e m n l  o w e e s  m L ^ - '  L ^ r  -  \ / e r r , z  s n e c ' i  a l  o r i c e  f o r  a I I  o f  t h eL r r u  E r r r y r v J e 9 D .  f  l l c y  f f a u  c t  v L ! J  D y g u r q r  I

con f i den t i a l  smn l  owees .

Did t .he laborers eat  apar t?

Yes,  oh yes.  They brought  the i r  food f rom thei r  homes and

they took one hour  for  l -unch.  They had a l i t t le  house,  a

I i t t1e room, where they could have a l i t t le  s tove and heat

the i r  f ood .  I t  was  ve ry  n i ce  fo r  t hem,  too .

What  type of  medica l  care was avai lab le to  you?

They had a hospi ta l  and two nurses and one doctor .  Very n j -ce

serv ice f  or  every employee.  .  .  f  or  both conf  ident ia l -  empl-oyees

and for  the workmen,  too.

I t .  was separate then?

No,  the same doctor  for  the conf ident ia l  employees and

for  the fami l - ies of  the workmen.  Unt i l  1980,  when t .he soc ia l

secur i ty  came to the company,  a l l  the employees had soc ia l

secu r i t y  a t t . en t i on .

Is  t .hat  SAR? Is  t .hat  how they pronounce i t ,  S-A-R,  SAR?

No ,  I  don ' t  t h i nk  so .

B :

V :

B :

V :

B :

V :

B:

V :

B :

V :
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V :

B :

V :

Did you ever  get  s ick?

N n  n o l -  a f  e l  1 .

Were there  ever  any  mine  acc idents  tha t  you  can remember?

Oh \ .zes  -  f  here  Weye a  lOt  l \Tn l -  \ zar \z  manv -  h r r f  f  herz  . l  i  . l
I v e  I  r  v s e

have min ing  acc idents .

What happened?

Well- ,  one t ime a man was going down the mine hol-e and he had

a rope.  He was lower ing  h imse l - f  to  the  second f loor  and the

rope was not very strong and the man very very heavy, so se

rebento and he went wav back down and he was ki l ]ed. And

another t . ime 7a cal-eza- ec6mo se f l -ama l-a cafeza where they

drive the man un and down?

L i k e  a  b a s k e t ?

Yes. They were seven workmen coming down from the t.hird f loor

and i t  broke.  Someth ing happened.  I t  broke and i t  went  down

to the f loor  and they were k i l led,  seven of  t .hem. Oh,  there

in the mine i t 's  very dangerous.

Did they s top operat ions when someth ing l ike that  happened?

No,  oo,  no.  They kept  or ,  they kept  on.

How abou t  occupa t iona l  d i seases  l i ke  s i l i cos i s?

Oh yes,  they had s i l icos is ,  yes.  A11 t .he workmen that  work in

the  m ine /  even  though  they  p ro tec t  t hemse lves  f rom s i l i cos i s ,

they get  s l - icos is .  Because,  you know, the a i r  and the dust

can get  in to the i r  nose and down to the i r  chest .  Many of  them

have  s i l i cos i s .  A l l  o f  t hem,  I  guess ,  have  s i l i cos i s .

Woul-d the company compensate them?

B :

V :

B :

\ / .

B

V

B

V



v :  we l l ,  when  they  re t i r e  Lhey  do  pay  l t hem fo r ]  t he i r  s i l i cos i s

acco rd ing  toJ  the  g rade .  I f  i t , s  t oo  much  o r  l i t t l e  t hey  pay

fo r  t he i r  s i l i cos i s ,  yes .  And  i t ' s  j us t  l i ke  t . ube rcu los i s ,

B :

V :

B :

V :

you know. What  e l -se?

So af ter  you worked there where was your  next  pos i t ion?

Af ter  r  worked in  Matehual -a,  ds r  sa id,  r  went  t ,o  Monterrev.

For the same company?

For Amer ican smel t ing and Ref ln ing company.  r  worked for  a

doctor ,  Doctor  Bel la  Gonzalez.  He was a man that  had been in

the revolut . ion.  He was a caval ier ,  a  l - ieutenant .  r  worked

four  years there.

In  Monterrey?

In Monterrey.  Before f  was marr ied.

I ,m confused.  r  t .hought .  the company had t ransferred you ro

Monterrey?

No .

Why did you move to Monterrey?

Because in  Matehuala they c losed the mine.

m ine  i n  Ma tehua1a . . .

They c l -osed the

End of Tape One

Side  A

B :

V :

B :

V :

R '

V :
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V :

Beginning of Tape One

Side  B

Yes,  in  Matehuala they c l -osed t .he mine.  They c losed the mine

because they had a revolut ionary s t r ike.  A doctor  came over

to the mine to  take over  a l - l -  the medica l  inst ruments of  the

company and bring them to Monterrey. He talked to me and he

said,  r rYou' re going to  lose your  job and,  i f  you l - ike,  I  have

a posi t ion for  you in  Monterrey.  Woul_d you l ike to  be my

sec re ta ry? "  So ,  I  t hough t ,  " f f  f  am ou t  o f  wo rk  he re  i n

Ma tehua la  and  he ' s  o f fe r i ng  me  a  j ob  i n  Mon te r rey ,  I , l - l -  have

to take i t .  "  So I  took the job in  Monterrey and I  worked for

tha t  doc to r  ove r  f ou r  yea rs .

What did you do for him?

A secretary,  too,  but  i t  was very hard for  me because of  h is

h is  d ic tat ion and because i t  was medica l  s tuf f ,  you know.

f t ' s  ve ry ,  ve ry  ha rd  to  take  d i c ta t i on  f rom a  doc to r .  f f  you

haven ' t  wo rked  fo r  a  doc to r  be fo re ,  i L ,  s  ve ry ,  ve ry  ha rd .

So t .he terminology changed f rom min ing to  medica l?

From min ing to  medica l .  Af ter  four  years r  went .  back to

Matehua l -a .

Was your  fa ther  wi th  you in  Montercey?

I  t .ook my f  a ther  to  Monlerrey,  yes.

What did he think of you moving t.o Montercey?

He l iked Monterrey very much because i t  was a b ig c i ty .

I t . ' s  a  beau t i f u l  c i t v .

B :

V :



V : I t ' s  a  b ig  town ,  b ig  c i t y .  He  used  to  go  down  to  the  chu rch

and stay over  there and l is ten to  the music .  on sundays he

used to take a taxi and go over to the church and st.ay over

there and hear t.he music and then he wourd come back to the

house to have l -unch.  He l iked i t  very much.  I  got  marr ied

and went  back to  Matehual -a,  again,  because my husband was in

Matehua l -a .

When you moved to Monterrey your  f ianc6e was where?

Matehual -a.  He was in  Matehual_a.

f want you t.o t.el l  me about your courtshj_p with him.

rt was a very short court.ship because r knew him for years

and years.  I  was get t ing o ld and I  thought ,  "S ince my

father 's  not  go ing to  l ive very long I  have to  have a

par tner . ' r  I  thought  about  i t  very much;  I  sa id to  mysel f  ,

"What  am I  go ing to  do i f  my fa ther  d ies?, ,  And my brother  was

here in  Parra l  .  So,  f  thought ,  f  , l -1  get  marr j -ed.  So I  got

mar r i ed .  ( chuck les )

There was no cour tsh ip?

Yes ,  two  yea rs ,  t ha t  was  a I I .

And what was his name?

Reymundo Valadez.

Reymundo?

Reymundo Val -adez.  He d ied in  , -Tanuary,  1981.  So,  I  was a1l

a lone in  Charcas,  San Luis  potos i .  I  had no fami ly  over

there.  My only  fami ly  is  Ramon and Teresa,  h is  wi fe .  Ramon

t .o ld  me to come over  to  Parra l  and l ive wi th  them, but  I

B :

V :

B :

V :

B :

V :

B :

B :

V :
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didn ' t  want  to  l ive wi th  them, so I  bought  th is  house.  This

house is  mine and I  l ike i t  very much.  f  l ive here by mysel f

and they l ive over

to church and from

them a l l -  o f  Sunday.

To the i r  house here

To their  house here

and then I  come

(chuckl -es)  I t  works

there .  f  s tay  w i th  them on Sundays .  f  go

church  r  go  and v is iL  them and sLay  w i th

i n  P a r r a l ?

in  Par ra l .  I  s leep over  there  tha t  n igh t

back to my house on Monday morning.

very  we l l -  l i ke  tha t .  They  can have the i r

V :

B :

V :

own house over there and I can have my house over here.

Wel- l - ,  you seem to be very independent .

f ndependen t ,  yes .

Le t ' s  back  up  t o  you r  cou r t sh ip .

years?

Two years.

You say you dated for two

Was i t  long-d ls tance dat . ing?

No,  not  very much.  f  don, t  th ink so because f  knew h im

and he knew me.

How did you meet  h im?

We worked in the same company.

R igh t ,  you  men t ioned  tha t .

Yes,  we worked in  the same company.

Where were you married?

I  was marr ied in  Matehual_a on Valent ine,s  Day.

How roman t i c !

How romant ic .

(  laughs )

B :

V :

B :

V :

B :

V :

B :

V :
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V

B

V

B

V

B

V

B

V

B

V

B

V

B

V

B

V

Can you tel l  me about your wedding day?

r t  was a very,  very n ice wedding because r  wore a whi te  dress

and we went to church. Teresa and Ramon went to my wedding

day .  I  had  a  1o t  o f  v i s i t o rs .  I  had  a  1o t  o f  f r i ends .  Thev

had a b ig wedding cake.  Oh,  i t  was very n ice.

Who stood in your wedding? Who witnessed the ceremony?

An Amer ican boss f  used to  have,  Mr.  Reyer .

Can  you  spe I l  h i s  name,  p lease?

R-E-Y-E-R ,  Reyer ,  and  h i s  w i fe .  H i s  w i fe  d ied  two  yea rs  a f te r

tha t .  Mr .  Reye r  wen t  back  to  New yo rk  w i th  h i s  f am i l v .

Did you go on a honeymoon?

Yes, r went on a honeymoon to Mexico city and Taxco. we spent

eight days in Taxco and seven days in Mexico City.

And how did you travel-?

By Lra in.  We d idn ' t  have very much money to  spend on my

wedding.

Did he g ive you a wedding present?

Yes .

What did he give you?

A nightgown, some money,

peso  co ins .  I  spen t  a l l

and Mexican gold coi-ns, one hundred

those  go ld  co ins .  ( chuck les )

In  Mexico Ci ty?

No ,  i n  o the r  p laces .

What did your father think about you gett ing married?

He d idn ' t  r ike i t  very much because he was so used t ro  me

I iv ing wi th  h im and he l iv ing wi th  me.  He wasn' t .  very happy

20
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B

V
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V
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V

B

about my marriage. But then when I was married he used to

v is i t  Ramon and stay wi th  h im weeks and weeks over  here l in

Parra l - l  w i t f r  Ramon.

That must have been such a hard decision for you to make

since you had been car ing for  your  fa ther  for  so many years.

Yes .  I  was  o1d  when  I  mar r i ed ,  so  tha t ' s  why  I  t h ink  I  d idn ' t .

have any ch i ldren.

How old were you?

I  must  have been th i r t .y- f ive,  th i r ty-s ix  years.

Tha t ' s  no t  so  o l -d .  I  d idn ' t .  ge t  mar r i ed  un t i l  I  was  th i r t y -

two. Aft.er you came back from the honeymoon where did you

l i ve?

In Matehuala I  l i ved  in  Mat .ehua la  aqa in .

And you went back to work?

And I  went .  back to  work.

What did your husband think about you returning to work?

If we didn't have any family he thought i t  was okay for

me to work.  He worked and I  worked,  both of  us.

And what did he do?

He was an employee f  or t .he company, too. He used to work as

bookkeeper .

Were you in  the same of f ice?

In  t he  same  o f f i ce  mos t l y .

How was that ,  l iv ing together  and then work ing t .ogether?

We l l ,  i t  was  j us t  f i ne ,  j us t  f i ne .  No  t roub l -e  a t  a l l  .

Did he go to school to l-earn bookkeeping?

2 I
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B

Yes ,  he went to school-  in Durango, I  thi-nk .  He was f  rom

Durango. He worked and studied in Durango as a bookkeeper.

So when you went back to work what happened? You had

menL ioned Lhere  was a  revo lu t ionary  s t r i ke  and you los t  your

job. How did you end up back working for the same company?

They were desmanteTando. They were taking everything from the

mine.  They  were  send ing  a l1  the  mach inery  to  o ther  compan ies ,

every t .h ing  f rom the  o f f i ce ,  a l l  o f  the  o f f i ce  equ ipment  to  a } l

f h e  r r n ' i  f s -  s . )  t h e r e  w a s  w o r k  t o  d o :  I  m a d e  l i s t . s  o f  a l l  t h et  v v

mater ia l -  that .  was sh ipped f rom one uni t  to  another  un i t .  I t

took them at  least  four  years to  c l -ean up the company,  then i t

was  c l -osed .

Bu t  du r ing  th i s  t ime . . . you  were  i n  Mon te r rey  t . hose  fou r  yea rs?

No.  Af ter  I  marr ied I  came back to  Matehuala and I  worked

in Matehuala again when t.hey were taking up

everyth ing. . .machinery and everyth ing.  They were moving over

t .o  a l - I  the other  companies.

Why were they moving the equipment and machinery?

Because the mine was c losed.  They were not  go ing to  work i t

2 n 1 t m n  r o

why?

Because the pr ices of  the ores were very low. The sindicato

wanted very high wages and the company did not want to pay

V

B

V

B

V

very h igh wages.

Can  you  te I l  me  a  I i t t l e  b i t

The s ind icato is  a  group that

about t.he sindicato?

takes care of  a l l  the workmen.



B

They take care of al- l- the work and of the people working.

They see that they are paid what the company offers them to

pay.  You know, the s ind icato works for  the workmen.  A1l  the

companies have s ind icatos,  a l l  o f  them. They have to  take

charge of  a I I  t .he people,  o f  a l l  t .he workmen.

So you came back and you worked for the company again when

they were shipping out or moving the equipment to other units?

Si ,  movj -ng,  ye s .

Was that  a  temporary job?

I t  was a temporary job,  yes.

What did you think?

Pues,  not .h ing.

Were you worried about your next job?

No ,  I  wasn ' t  wo r r i ed ,  because  my  husband  was  s t i l l  wo rk ing  fo r

the company.  He was sent  back to  Taxco t .o  work;  he had a job.

Did you go wi th  h im?

No .  I  d i dn ' t  go  w i t h  h im .

What did you do when he was Lransferred to Taxco?

when he was t ranferred to  Taxco I  worked for  Charcas,  not  for

Matehuala,  for  a  min ing company in  Charcas.  Whi le  he was in

Taxco r  was work ing in  charcas.  charcas is  s t i l r  work inq

r igh t  now.

This  was the Amer ican Smel t ing and Ref in ing Company st i ] l?

No .  r t  was  rndus t r i a  M ine ra  M6x ico ,  rndus t r i a  M ine ra  M6x ico .

r t 's  s t i l - l  work ing now.  r  worked there for  for t .y- three years

in  tha t  m ine .

V
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B : Can you expl-ain to me about the change of companies? por

e jempTo,  you to ld  me f i rs t  tha t  i t  was  the  Amer ican Smel t ing

and Refining Company and then i t  became ASARCO and then i t

became the  Indus t r ia  Mi -nera  M6x ico .

Indus t r ia  Minera  M6x ico .

How did that change come about?

I  don ' t  know.  f  th ink  they  so l -d  shares .  They  so l_d  shares  to

Mex ican compan ies ,  so  when i t  was  rndus t r ia  Minera  M6x ico  they

Mex ican ized the  compan ies ,  a l - l  the  min ing  compan ies .  The

M e x i c a n s  h a d  m o r e  p e r c e n t a g e  i n  t h e  m i n e s . . . o v e r  f i f t y  p e r c e n t

o f  t h e  m i n e s .

n i  r l  F h a  m a n : a a m a n | -  n h : n a a ?U I q  U l l g  t t t a f l q . y e l l l u r r t  v r r q r r y E  i

Yes.  A11 of  the Amer icans le f t  the companies because they

became Mexican companies then.

Who t .ook the i r  p laces?

Mexican engineers,  employees.  .  .everyth ing Mexican.

How did you feel about that change?

I  d idn ' t  f ee l  any th ing .  I f  f  wo rked  fo r  an  Amer i can  boss ,

then  fo r  a  Mex ican  boss ,  i t  d idn , t .  ma t te r  ve rv  much .

Your  j ob  d idn ' t  change  much  a f te r?

No .  A t  f i r s t ,  r  used  to  work  a l l  i n  Eng l i sh .  Then  r  used  to

work wi th  Mexicans and we worked a l l  in  Spanish.

And were you comfortable working in both?

fn  bo th ,  oh  yes .  More  o r  l ess ,  I  was  do ing  f i ne .

So, your bosses changed. Did you have a change in pay?

Yes,  because when f  was work ing in  Monterrey they used to pay
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in  U-S .  cu r rency .  WeI1 ,  I  t eL l  you ,  when  the  peso  was

f loat ing-  they ca l l  i t  f loat ing because i t  was up and down-

they changed my salary  in  do l lars  to  the equiva lent  j -n  pesos.

A f te r  t ha t ,  a l l  t he  sa la r i es  f  go t  were  i n  pesos .

How did you feel about. that?

r  d idn ' t  r i ke  i t  ve ry  much  because  r  used  to  work  fo r  u . s .

currency (chuckles)  and then i t  changed.  t .o  Mexican pesos.  r

used to  save money in  dol l_ars.

Did they pay you en efectivo?

Yes.  They used to pay en ef fect ivo every week.  My salary  was

paid every week.  we used to have a chr is tmas bonus and,  in

M"y, i f  the company had enough profi ts we used t.o have a sort

o f  a  bonus .

Do you remember the biggest dollar amount f hel- \ / .r lr  rror as a

bonus?

Oh yes ,  a  hundred  and  f i f t y  do l l a rs .  ( chuck les )

Tha t  was  a  l o t ,  wasn ' t  i t ?

That .  was a lo t  thenr  !€s.

when the companies were Mexicanized did you have the same

bene f i t s :  hea l th  bene f i t s ,  hosp i ta l i za t i on?

Yes.  r  had everyth ing just  r ike we had when the companies

were in  the hands of  Amer ican people.

Were you ent i t l -ed to  a pension?

Yes .  r  was  en t i t l ed  to  a  pens ion .  when  r  was  s i x t y - f i ve

yea rs  r  was  en t i t . ] ed  to  a  pens ion .  r  have  a  pens ion  fee .  r

receive it  everv mont.h.
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B

V

B

V

Let 's  go back to  Charcas.  You were work ing in  Charcas.  And

th is  was af ter  the company was Mexicanized?

Yes .

How long were you in Charcas?

For ty- three years,  for ty- three years.

Coul -d you te I1 me a l i t t le  b i t  about  the min ing operat ion?

Not very much because my work was in the off ice and the mining

opera t i on  i s  d i f f e ren t .  I  cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you  how they  d id  the

o re  o r  m i l l -  t he  o re .  I  don ' t  t h ink  I  cou ld  exp la in  i t .

I 'm  su re  Mr .  Rosas  w i l I  t ake  ca re  o f  t ha t  du r ing  h i s

in terv iew.  Did you not . ice any changes in  the of f ice? The

techno logy ,  f o r  examp le . . . d id  the  t ypewr i t e rs  change?  D id

your equipment change?

Yes.  We used to change every f ive years.

old equipment and brought. new equipment.

Did you get to choose any of the equipment?

They took the

Yes ,  I  d id ,  bu t  f  d idn ' t  ge t  t . o  use  an  e lec t r i c  t ypewr i t "e r .

r  used to  have one of  those regular  typewr i ters .  when they

s ta r ted  to  b r i ng  e lec t r i c  t ypewr i t . e rs ,  I  don , t  know.  I  used

to work very fast  on the ord inary typewr i ter ,  but  not  on the

e lec t r j - c  t ypewr i t . e r .  ( l aughs )

You must  have st rong f ingers.

I  guess  so .

The  d i c ta t i ng  mach ine . . .wha t  was  tha t  l i ke?

We d idn ' t  have  a  d i c ta t i ng  mach ine .

How did the bosses d ic t .a t .e?
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B :

\ / .

He d ic ta ted  and I  took  no tes  on  i t

Did you take shorthand?

Yes.  I  took  shor thand in  Snan ish .

know, after you work so many years

the work. The boss knows that you

t o  w r i t e ,  w h a t  t o  d o ,  a n d  s o  I  d i d n ,

fo r  anybody or  any  o f  the  bosses .

on a book

I  worked very  n ice .  You

in a company you know al l

know what to answer, what

t  have any trouble working

B :

\ 7 .

When a  new boso .12ma in  . r ' i d  you  o f ten  t imes  have  to  te l l  h im

what to do?

Yes.  They were new and somet imes they d idn, t  know what  to  do

when something came up.

How did they address you?

Amelj-a, by my name.

Did you ever  have to  make cof fee for  them?

Oh ,  yes .  ( l aughs )

B :
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Was that .  par t  o f  your

Yes,  that  was par t  o f

Did that  bother  you?

Not  at  a l l .  They were

c n f f a a  l - n n  / ' l  = " ^ l . - \v v ! ! s E ,  9 v v .  \ I q L r y r r F , l

In Charcas was there a

j  ob?

m r r  i n l . .  * - n a
J v y t  u v v .

B

V

B

V

very n ice people so,  I  t .ook care of  the

mining colony?

Y e s .

Can you te l l  me a  l i t t le  b i t  about  the  co lony?

The co lony  was very  n ice  fo r  a l - l -  the  conf ident ia l -  empl -oyees ,

as  r  sa id  i t  be fore .  They  had very  n ice  houses .  They  had a

c lub .  They  had a  very  n ice  res taurant  where  t .he  bosses  cou ld



B :

V :

g o  a n d  e a t .

r e s t a u r a n t .

Where did the laborers l - ive

T h e y  h a d  h o u s e s .  I t ' s  n o t

houses f  or t .he workmen.

t o  my  house .

Did t.hey offer you

Yes .  t - he r . '  d ' i  d  bu t .- v e  t  s + u ,

Anybody could pay and have lunch in the

i n  Charcas?

a very big town, but they had

B : Was there a min ing co lony,  or  were they housed in  the town?

wel l ,  the town was smal I ,  but  they had ord inary houses for  a l l -

the workmen. At. the mine they had a colony for al l  the high

employees,  for  empTeados de conf ianza.  They d idn, t  pay renr ,

I ight ,  water .  The company paid everyth ing for  them.

Where did you l- ive?

r l ived downt.own. r bought. a house. r had my own house

downtown. r worked for t.he company, but r came back ro my

hOuSe in  the af ternoon.  Af fa-  r  r rn t  nr r r -  Of  the of f ice I  came

t r .

V :

B :

V :

B :

V :

in  the co lony?

WNV /

T had a loL of  f r iends in  downtown.  They had par t ies.  on

cof fee breaks r  came back to  my house.  r  could be happier

downtown than over at the company.

But. i f  you wanted t.o you could have gone?

Oh, yes. I used t.o go to their part. ies. On i lne Diez de Mayo

they  made  a  pa r t y ,  and  on  Nav idad ,  Thanksg iv ing . . . ch r i s tmas .

They had suppers and everyth ing.  r  used to  go t .o  a l l  o f  the

pa r t i es .  I  was  i nv i t ed  to  a t l  o f  t he  pa r t i es .

a

I

p lace  to  s tay

d idn ' t  l i ke  i t



B : Was there a church in the colony?

No, they did not have one. The church was in Charcas Tharz

had two churches  in  Charcas .  A11 o f  t .he  employees ,

conf ident ial  employees, came to downtown and went to church

downtown.

Was there  a  l ib ra rv  there?

T h e y  h a d  a  l i b r a r y ,  a  s m a l l  o n e .

In  the  town or  in  the  co lony?

In the town. They had one in the company, too. They had

a l ib ra ry  fo r  a l l  t .he  employees .

Where  d id  they  ge t  the i r  books  f rom?

They col- l -ected books from everybody or they would buy books

f r o m  o t h e r  p l a c e s .

T h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e s  t h a t  l i v e d  i n  t h e  c o l o n y . . .

where  d id  they  a t tend schoo l?

They had a specia l  teacher  in  Spanish for  a l l  the ch i ldren

the co lony.  Before t .he company was Mexicanized they had

Engl ish teacher ,  but  a f ter  that  they had a Mexican teacher .

And what was the highest grade the children could attend?

B :

V :

B :

V :
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The s ix th grade.

What  would happen af ter  s ix th grade?

They coul-d go to preparatoria, high school,

that  they coul -d go to  San Luis  Potos i  to  the

How far  was San Luis  Potos i?

Three hours f rom Charcas.  .  .  three hours in  a

hal - f  hours by car .

downtown. Af t .er

u n i v e r s i t y .

bus or one and a



B :

V :

B :

V :

D id  many o f  the  parents  send the i r  ch i ld ren  to  schoo l  in  the

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a f t e r  t h e y ' d  c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  s c h o o l i n g ?

No,  no t  many.  f  guess  i t  was  more  expens ive  to  send them to

t h e  S t a t e s  t h a n  t o  s e n d  t h e m  t o  S a n  L u i s  P o t o s i .  f f  a n

American couple had the money they could send them to the

Uni ted  Sta tes ,  bu t  there  was no t  very  many ch i ld ren  tha t  cou ld

go the  Sta tes  to  s tudy .

So they  wou ld  cont inue the i r  educat ion  in  Span ish?

M n c f  n f  l - h a mu r r u ! , ! ,  y e s .

That 's  in terest ing.  Did many women g ive b i r th  in  Charcas?

Yes,  because they had the i r  hospi ta l  for  the company wi th  very

good  doc to rs .

Did you know of anyone that gave birth there?

Yes .  Mos t  o f  t hem.

Did they ta lk  about  t .he i r  exper iences?

r  guess so.  Most  o f  them were very n ice and the doctors took

very good care of  the mother  and the ch i Id .

Where were the doctors from?

Severa l -  p laces.  They could come f rom Guanajuato,  they

courd come f rom Mexi -co c i ty ,  or  they could come f rom any other

p1ace .

You mentioned that. you had many fr iends in charcas. Do you

keep in touch in any of them?

wi th two of  them.. . two comadres.  you know what  a comad.re is?

Yes .  You  bap t i zed  the i r  ch i l d ren .

Yes .
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B:

What are t .heir  names?

One of them is Monina and the ot.her one

le t te rS tO me.  A f  1 -  a r  r -  r ^ rn  th ree  years  I

f rom them.

i s  Es te la .  They  wr i t e

s t i l 1  rece i ve  l e t t e rs

And d id they work,  a lso?

No.  They have stores.  one of  them is  a person that  has

cat t le  and a ranch.  The other  one had a dry goods store.

How did you meet them?

when r used to l ive Charcas they had the part ies and t.hey had

dances;  we met  at  the dance,  dt  a  tea par t .y ,  a  cof fee break,

o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .

Did the women who l ived in the colony interact much with t.he

women that  l ived in  the town?

some of  them. others thought  they were very specia l  l iv ing in

the colony, but most of them had fr iends in downtown.

were there very s t r ic t  soc ia l  l ines? was there a hei rarchy?

No .  I  don ' t  t h i nk  so ,  no t  a t  a l l .

D id the Amer ican wives learn to  speak Spanish?

Yes ,  mos t  o f  t hem.

How did they learn?

They used to have books in  Spanish and they s tudied spanish.

Most  of  them coul -d speak spanish af ter  two or  three years.

Did they have help j-n the house?

Yes.  A11 of  them. A11 of  them had help at  the i r  own house.

How do you think they felt about l iving away from t.he united

S ta tes  ?
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V : f  t h ink  they  l i ked  Mex ico .  I  r ea l l y  t h ink  they  l i ked  Mex ico

because  mos t  o f  my  f r i ends ,  t ha t ' s  wha t  t hey  sa j -d .  They  l i ked

Lo  l i ve  i n  Mex ico  ra the r  t han  i n  the  Un i ted  S ta tes .  I  don ' t

know why, but I had fr iends that l ived in Matehuala and in

Charcas very many,  many,  many years.  I  don ' t  know,  they had

more advanLages,  aventa jas.  They l iked Lhe Mexican people.

They worked wi th  Mexicans.  They had a lo t  o f  servants because

i t  was cheaper  to  have a lo t  o f  servants here in  Mexico than

in t .he States.  They had two or  three maids.  They l iked that ,

too.  They had very n ice houses.  They d idn ' t  have to  pay rent

or  pay l ight  or  water  or  anyth j -ng.

So we can a lmost  say that  the i r  s t .andard of  l iv ing was much

higher  here that  i t  would have been than in  the Uni ted States?

Probably .  I  had a f r iend,  dr  Amer ican fe l low that  used t .o  go

to  the  S ta tes ,  and  he  sa id ,  " I  don ' t  wan t  t o  go  to  the  S ta tes

because nobody knows me over there. " He had a lot of Mexican

f r i ends  he re  i n  Mex ico .

Did you ever  hear  of  any women return ing back to  the States

because of  unhappiness?

One d id.  I  remember a lady-  but  I  th ink she went  out  o f  her

head-  that .  was l iv ing in  Matehuala wi th  her  husband.  One day,

just  suddenly ,  she took the car  and drove to  San Luis  Potos i

and went to the bank and drew out al l  the money they had and

then went to a hotel and hired one room. She went into t.he

room and locked herself in the room. Something happened t.o

her ;  the husband had to go to  San Luis .  Somebody to ld  the

B :

B :
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V :

husband that the lady had taken the car and she was dr iv ing to

S a n  L u i s .  H e  w e n t  t o  S a n  L u i s  t o  g e t  h i s  w i f e .

And what happened after she locked herself  in the room?

Somebody in the hotel  had to open up t ,he room when the

husband was there and they had to go to the St.ates to have

medica l -  care  fo r  her .  She never  came back .  I  don ' t  know what

happened Lo her but she never came back. Something happened,

I  don ' t  know.  Maybe she drank  too  much,  I  don ' t  know.

End of Tape One

Side  B

Beginning of Tape Ttro

Side A

Mrs.  Va1adez,  1rou ment ioned at  one point  dur ing our  in terv iew

that  you worked by yoursel f  in  t .he of  f  ice.

Mos t  o f  t he  t imer  | €s .

Did you ever  get  any help?

Yes, ten days after working wit.h the compafi. ia in Charcas I had

a g i r l  that  he lped me wi th  the work.

Why did they get help for you?

We had a lo t  o f  th ings t .o  do that  I  d idn ' t  have t ime to do a l l

t he  work ,  so  they  h i red  ano the r  g i r l .

D id you have any say-so in  who they h i red?
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V : No, not  a t  a l l .  The company h i red the g i r l

have anyth ing to  do wi th  the g i r1 .

And where was she from?

I  d i dn ' t

S h e  w a s  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  p l a c e  t h a t  I  l i v e d . . . i n  C h a r c a s .  I t  w a s

-  ^ . i  - 1  t s l ^ ^ f  L -q  y r l a  L r r q L . . a d  s t u d r " U  a o  b e  a  s e c r e r a r y  i n  S a n  L u i s  P o t o s i . ,

so  she was okay  when she came to  work  fo r  me.

How d id  you fee l  about  hav ing  he lp  in  the  o f f i ce?

F ine ,  because I  cou ld  do  someth ing  e lse  and she cou ld  do

par t  o f  my work .  That  was jus t  f ine .  I t .  was  easy  fo r  me to

do somet.hing else and not.  take aI1 the work by myself  .

Was i t  hard  to  q ive  orders?

r r ^ t s  ^ !  ^ ' l ' l  1 - .r\(JL crL d-L-l,  ,r. . ] t"" t .he job is not very heavy. Aft.er a week

of  work the g j - r I  was doing f ine.  Af ter  a  week or  two she was

do ing  f i ne .

She was t ra ined very quick ly?

She was t ra ined very quick ly .  She coul -d take d ic tat ion

f rom the boss.  I t  was very n ice to  have heIp.  I  could go out

of  the of f ice and she could s t .ay at  the of f ice unt i l  I  came

back.  She could take care of  anyth ing t .hat  came up.

When d id you decide to  ret i re?

I  d id  not  re t i re .  They have a ru le  that  when you get  to  be

s ix t .y- f ive years that  i t  is  your  age for  pension.  So,  when I

was  s i x t y - f i ve  yea rs  I  was  e l i g ib le  fo r  pens ion .  They  to ld  me

that  I  was s ix ty- f ive and I  could ret i re  i f  f  wanted,  so I

sa id  I  wan ted  to  re t i r e  and  I  re t i r ed .

You were ready to  ret i re?

R .
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I  w a s  r e a d y  t o  r e t i r e .

Did they give you a party?

Oh,  yes .  They  gave me a  parLy ,  (chuck les)  a t  the  c lub .  We

had a very nice dinner at the party and we danced a l - i t t l -e

h i  r -

Did they g ive you a ret i rement  g i f t?

Yes.  They gave me a s i lver  charoTa,  a charoJ.a and cof fee set

and a l icorera to  put  I iquor  on.  I  s t i l1  have them here.

Was it .  an emotional- moment?

Oh y€s,  very emot ionaf ,  because I  knew then (wi th  emot ion)

I  could I  do anyt .h ing I  want .ed to .  I  coul -d s leep la te,  you

know.

Wel I ,  you know how that  goes.  For  once you probably  can s leep

' l  
- F ^

Yes,  I  could go to  any par ty  and stay longer  hours and s leep

in the next  day longer  than other  days.

re t i r emen t .

I t  was very nice, f f iy

And your husband?

My husband a lso ret i red in  Taxco.  When he was s ix ty- f ive

years they ret i red h im f rom Taxco.  Taxco is  anot .her  Industr ia

Minera M6xico uni t .  So he came f rom Taxco to  l ive wi th  me.

Bo th  o f  us  l i ved  i n  Charcas  un t i l  he  d ied  i n  1981 .

So part of the t ime while you were working in Charcas he

was l iving in Taxco. Can you t.e1l me about that separat. ion?

I t  was very hard,  but  he came back.  He could v is i t  me

every s ix  mont .hs or  every three months.  Can you imagine?
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V

That  must  have been so d i f f icu l t .

Yes,  i t  was very d i f f icu l t  because he was in  Taxco and I  was

here.  They promj-sed to  t , ransfer  me to Taxco,  but  r  d idn ' t

want to go to Taxco. I had my own house. I had to move

everyth ing to  Taxco and s ince I  was just  about  to  ret i re ,  i t

wasn 'L very n ice to  go to  Taxco and then come back to  my house

in Charcas again.  I  to ld  them I  d id  not  want  to  go to  Taxco,

so I kept working in Charcas unti l-  I  ret ired. My husband kept

work ing in  Taxco unt i l  he ret i red.  He ret i red before I  d id-

I  don ' t  remember the exact  date-  but  he ret i red three or  four

years before I  re t i red.  We l ived very happy t .hen.  He was

ret i red and I  was ret i red.  We l ived toqether  unt i l  he d ied in

1981 .

When you ret i red you moved back to  Parra l?

No.  I  kept  l iv ing in  Charcas unt i l -  my husband d ied.  When my

husband d ied that .  was when I  came to Parra l .

How d id he d ie?

Hear t  d i sease .  He  had  hea r t  d i sease .

Did you se l1 your  house in  Charcas?

Yes.  I  so ld my house in  Charcas.  I  so ld my house in  Charcas

before I  bought  th is  house.  Wi th the money t .hat  I  got  for  my

house I  pa id par t  o f  th is  house.  I  came t .o  l ive Lo Parra l .

I  miss very much my o ld f r iends,  my o l -d town,  and my o l -d

m in ing  p Iace .  I  m iss  i t  somet imes ,  bu t  I 'm  happy  he re  i n

Parra l - .

I t  became home for vou.
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V Y e s .  I  l i k e  P a r r a l ,  b u t  P a r r a l  i s  n o t  v e r y  w e l - l  e c o n o m i c a l l y .

They  c losed the  mine  here  in  Par ra l  because o f  the  1ow pr ice

o f  t h e  o r e s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  s t o r e s  a r e  c l o s e d  b e c a u s e  t h e r e ' s  n o

money.  There 's  no t  very  much money c i rcu la t ing  in  Lown.

Which  mine  c losed?

L a  P r i e t a ,  t h e y  c a l l -  i t  L a  P r i e t a .

But .  i s  there  one mine s t . i l l  opera t ing?

Santa  BSrbara  is  work ing .  I  th ink  they ' re  work ing  par t - t ime.

And who owns Santa Bdrbara?

I n d u s t r i a  M i n e r a  M 6 x i c o .

Have you ever gone out there?

No,  I  haven' t  gone out  there.  I  haven' t  gone down to the

mine .  I  haven ' t  gone  down  to  the  I i t t . l e  t own .  I t ' s  a  l i t t I e

Lown ,  no t  ve ry  fa r . . .San ta  Bd rba ra .  You  can  go  down  by  bus  o r

car .  I  never  have been at  the mine.  I  don ' t  know the houses

or  t .he people who l ive in  Santa Bdrbara.

Do you th ink t .he secretar ies there now have computers?

I  cou l -dn ' t  t . e I l -  you ,  f  don ' t  know.  I  haven ' t  been  to  the

o f f i ce ,  no t  a t  a l - I .  I  guess  they  have  compu te rs  now.  A1 I  t he

companj-es have computers.

Looking back on a1l- the years that. you spent working with the

various mining companies, would you have changed anything?

Like what?

Would you have changed your l ine of work? Woul-d you have done

someth ing d i f ferent?

I  don ' t  th ink so because I  l iked the work.  I  wanted to  work
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for the mining company because i t  was easy for me. I  learned

a 1ot of things. f f  I  went down to another place I  would have

lost al l  my years of work with the company. I  woul-d have lost

my pens ion  p lan .  I  wou l -d  have los t  someth ing  tha t  I  wou ld  no t

recover  i f  f  went  to  another  p Iace .  I  spent  a l l  o f  the  t ime

in  min ing  p laces  and d id  noL count  the  years  tha t  I  worked

unt i l -  I  was  to ld  tha t  I  was  go ing  to  be  pens ioned.  You know,

the  t ime goes  by  so  qu ick ly  tha t  be fore  I  knew i t ,  i t  was

forty-three years that I  had worked for t .he mining company.

(chuck les)  That  was n ice ,  hav ing  worked fo r  so  long.

Does  i t  seem l i ke  a  l ong  t ime?

I  th ink so.  I t  seems l ike a long t ime;  for ty- t .hree years,  can

you imagine? That 's  too many years.

Bu t  good  memor ies ,  f  t h ink .

( chuck les )  Good  memor ies ,  y€s .

What words of advice would you give to a person going to work

as a secretary for the mining company since you have done it-

or  d id  i t -  for  for t .y- three years? What  would you te I I  them?

The f i rs t .  th ing,  they should be wel l  prepared;  to  know

what  they ' re  going to  work wi th ;  to  have very good

schofarsh ip;  to  be very pol i te  to  everybody,  to  be amicable,

amigabJes, to everybody; to help every workman if  t .hey need

help,  to  help everybody;  and do n ice work and l ike your  boss

because you have to  work wi th  the boss many,  many years;  to  be

very pol i te  t .o  your  boss;  to  establ ish a good f r iendship wi th

h i s  w i fe  and  ch i l d ren ,  t ha t ' s  t he  mos t  impor tan t .

B

V

B

V

38



B : r  th ink  you sa id  a  lo t

fo r  now?

Vo cr crr r ra
L v v  

I

I ' d  l i ke  to  thank  you

You ' re  we lcome,  you ' re

This  is  the end of  the

r i  c h i  t . h o r a WeIl ,  how about .  we stop

for  your  t ime.

wel -come.

in te rv iew .

End of Interview
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