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Mining in  Mexico
Oral -  His tory  Pro j  ect

Carol- ina Moriel- de Garza
by Michel - le  G.  Benavides

November 30,  1996

This  i s  an  in te rv iew w i th  Caro l ina  Mor ie l -  de  Garza .  The

j -nLerv iew,  by  Miche l le  Benav ides ,  i s  par t  o f  the  Min ing  in

Mexico Oral  His tory  Pro ject We are located at the home of

Mrs .  Garza  a t  Ca l le  Bosque,  Numero  45 ,  Co lon ia  Las  Fuentes ,

H i d a l g o  d e l -  P a r r a l ,  C h i h u a h u a ,  M e x i c o .  T o d a y ' s  d a t e  i s

November  30 ,  7996.  How about  i f  we beg in  t .he  in te rv iew.  Mrs-

Garza ,  by  hav ing  you share  some b iograph ica l -  in fo rmat ion  w i th

Okay. What can f  say? f  was born in Lhe smal l  town of Parral

and my dad had worked fo r  the  min ing  company.  We d idn ' t  l i ve

in  the  min ing  camp because there  weren ' t  any  homes many t imes

because you had to  have a  cer ta in  pos i t ion  so  tha t  you  cou ld

have a house. So when I  was f ive, we moved into t .he camp. We

were  there  fo r  two years  and then we le f t  to  another  min ing

camp tha t  i s  in  Zacatecas ,  San Mar t in ,  and there  f  s ta r ted  the

f i r s t  g r a d e .

L e t  m e  b a c k  u p  b e f o r e  y o u  g o  o n .  I ' 1 1  a s k  y o u  t o  t e l l  m e  w h e n

you were  born .

O h ,  I  w a s  b o r n  i n  L 9 5 4 ,  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  L 9 5 4 .  B y  t h a t  t i m e  m y

bro ther  was born  and we le f t  to  l i ve  in  Zacatecas .

B :



B : What  d id  your  fa ther  do?

My father was always in charge of the labor department.  When

we got  to  tha t  camp there  werentL  enough homes,  so  we had to

l i ve  in  a  l i t t Ie  town tha t  was  ca l l -ed-  the  camp was San

M a r t i n .  A n d  t h e n  w e  l i v e d  i n  a n o t h e r  s m a l l -  t o w n . . . S o m b r e r e t e .

We had one o f  those rea l l y  b ig  houses  tha t  have those we l l -s  in

the  midd l -e .  They  had to  cover  i t  up  because they  were  very

a f ra id  tha t  someth ing  cou ld  happen to  us .  When we l i ved  there

I  used to  go  to  f i rs t  g rade.  I  used t .o  d r ive  th i r ty  minu tes

wi th  my dad to  the  schoo l .  I t  was  rea l1y  scary  because I

c o u l d n ' t  s p e a k  E n g l i s h .  I  d i d n ' t  k n o w  h o w  t o  s p e a k  E n g l i s h

because my parents  d idn ' t  speak  Eng l ish ,  so  I  rea I Iy  had a

hard  t ime.  In  f i rs t  g rade I  had a  teacher  whose name was

Caro l ine .  She was so  beaut i fu l  and very  n ice .  Then they

moved us  back  to  Pr ie ta  and i t  was  rea11y n ice  to  come back .

What was the name of the company where your father was

employed?

My father has always worked for ASARCO [American Smeft ing and

Ref in ing  Company l .  They  had many min ing  camps a l l  over

Mex ico .  He was a  laborer  in  the  labor  depar tment .  He used to

do a lot  of  contract.s for the other companies that were ASARCO

because ASARCO had many compan ies .  He used to  t rave l  to  do

the i r  con t rac ts .  I  t .h ink  they  do  cont rac ts  every  two years .

I  don ' t  know.  They  needed somebody;  tha t ' s  why  we wenL to

l i ve  over  there  in  San Mar t in .

And was there a mining camp there?

B :

B :



There was a mining camp, but i t  had very few homes when we

were there, so we were wait ing for them to do a home so then

we could move into i t .  There r met the Faulkners and there

were two of them: Anna and Martha. we went to school

together. When we moved to over here the Faulkners fot l-owed

us.  They went  to  santa B6rbara.  you kept  moving somet imes,

you know, from one place to another and you kept seeing your

fr iends that you made. when we moved into this camp r had to

repeat f irst grade because r coul-dn, t speak the language and

i t  was a l - i t t le  f rust . ra t ing.  My brother  was now going,  a lso,

to  schoor  and i t  was a real Iy ,  rea l ly  n ice exper ience.  r t .  was

a one-room. I t  was about  ten,  somet imes e ighteen Is tudents]

and that . 's  where r  met  most .  o f  my f r iends that  r  s t . i l_ I  have

con tac t  w i th .  We  had  on l y  one  teacher ,  Mrs .  l g lo i sa  p . ]

Ta tum.  she  was  fan tas t i c .  she  was  rea11y  n i ce . . . ve ry ,  ve ry

d isc ipr ined.  At .  that  t ime r  can remember the f l ies would f ly

and you could hear  them. you were just  so d isc ip l ined.  r t .

was so funny. Many people nowadays think that kind of

d isc ip l ine was real  bad,  but  r  th ink a l_ l  o f  us accompl ished so

much and a l l  o f  us have done rea11y wel l  profess ional ly

because we had just  such a good e lementary background r  th ink.

She was a very good teacher .

Then t.here were too many of us. when r was l iving at the

camp there were few Mexicans. There were more Americans,.

t he re  was  the  de  Bas t i an i s ' ,  Mrs .  R ice  was  t . he re ,  penny ,  and

my f r iend Kat ie ,  my best  f r iend,  but  she was l iv ing in  sant .a



B :

G :

Bdrbara .  We a lways  used to  ge t  together ,  you  know,  the

ch i l -d ren  f  rom both  camps.  We ce l -ebra ted  every th ing  tha t  was

American. We had Hal loween. We never did have Thanksgiving,

though.  f  don ' t  remember  ever  ce l -ebra t ing  Thanksg iv ing .  We

h a d  C h r i s t m a s .  W e  h a d  V a l e n t i n e ' s  D a y .

f t .  was  jus t  a  lo t  o f  s tudy ing ,  bu t .  fun .  We had to  go  to

the  Span ish  schoo l - ,  so  in  the  morn ing  we wou ld  go  to  Eng l ish

f r o m  8 : 3 0  a . m  t o  3 : 0 0  p . m .

T h i s  w a s  a t  L a  P r i e t a ?

At  La  Pr ie ta .  Then a t  t .h ree  o 'c lock  my mother  wou ld  d r ive  us

down to  a  schoo l  tha t  was  very  c lose  there  and i t  was  a  very

low income schoo l .  They  accepted  tha t  we cou l_d  go  jus t  in  the

af te rnoon.  I t  was  about  f i ve  o r  s ix  o f  us ,  jus t .  t .he  peop le

t .ha t  the i r  paren ts  were  no t  rea11y  Amer icans .  They  rea l1y

wanted us  to  ge t  our  cer t . i f i ca t .e  in  the  e lementary  schoo l  in

M e x i c o .

How fa r  up  d id  t .he  schoo l  go  to?

The schoo l -  in  La  Pr ie ta  was f rom f i rs t  to  e igh th  g rade.

So what happened?

The ones  tha t  were  Canad ian  wou]d  go  to  board ing  schoo l  in

canada.  The ones  tha t  were  Amer icans  wou ld  go  to  board ing

schoo l .  In  E1 Paso,  Lore t to  was one p lace  tha t  they  wou ld  go .

And the  boys  went  to  some mi l i ta ry  schoo l_ ,  no t  Roswel l .

Roswe1 l ,  I  don ' t  remember ,  was  popu lar  then.  We wou ld  jus t

stop and we would go to high school-  in town. What happened

was tha t  a l l  o f  us  had a  l i t t le  p rob lem wi th  the  ranguage.  we

D .

D .

L J :



p .

were usual ly doing second grade in the elementary Engl ish

schoo l  and f i rs t  g rade in  the  Span ish .  We were  a  l i t t le  b i t

beh ind .  Then when we f in ished schoo l  we were  s t i l l  i n  e ioh t .h

grade and we had to go to high school,  so we went to night

schoo l  down in  the  town.  We wou ld  go  to  n igh t  schoo l .  I  d id

e igh th  g rade and then I  d id  one year  o f  h igh  schoo l_  here .

Can you te l l -  me about  a t tend ing  n igh t  schoo l_?

We took  a t  n igh t  schoo l - -  tha t  was  sor t  o f  h igh  schoo l_ .  I  d id

h igh  schoo l ,  so  then I  had a  f ree  morn ing ,  so  I  went  to  a

c o m m e r c i a l  s c h o o l ,  l i k e  a  s e c r e t a r i a l .  I  w o u l d  g o  t o  t h e

secre tar ia l  schoo l  and then I  wou ld  go  to  the  n igh t  schoo l ,

wh ich  was h igh  schoo l .  Then I  dec ided tha t  I  had to  learn  how

t .o  do-  how do you ca l l  i t  when you do  fo r  secre tar ies?

Shor thand?

S h o r t h a n d .  T h a t ' s  w h e n  M r s .  d e  B a s t i a n i  a n d  M r s .  R i c e  c a m e

in to  my l i fe  because they  were  go ing  to  teach me shor thand,

bu t  in  Eng l ish ,  no t  in  Span ish .  The schoo l_  very  n ice ly

accepted  tha t  r  cou ld  take  i t  w i th  them and she cou l -d  ius t

s e n d  a  g r a d e  i n .  S o  I  h a d  t o  g o  t o  s c h o o l  f r o m  7 : 3 0  a . m .  t o

2 : 0 0  p . m .  T h e n  a t  2 : 3 0  p . m .  I  w o u l d  r u n  d o w n  w i t h  M r s .  R i c e

a n d  M r s  .  d e  B a s t i a n i .  T h e n  M r s .  R i c e  l _ e f  t ,  s o  M r s  .  d e

Bast ian i  wou l -d  g j -ve  me the  c l -ass .  Then r  had to  be  ready  a t

4 : 0 0  p . m .  t o  g o  t o  m y  n i g h t  s c h o o l - .  I  w o u l d  c o m e  a r o u n d  9 : 3 0

p . m .  a n d  I  h a d  t o  d o  m y  t y p i n g .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w .  W h e n  y o u  h a v e

f r iends  tha t  a re  very  academic ,  I  suppose,  you jus t  do  tha t ,

bu t  I  a l -so  had t ime to  have fun .

p .



B :

B :

G :

B :

G :

B :

B :

When your father was employed at La Prieta where did you l ive?

We l ived at the camp now.

l .n  La  Pr1eta  /

In  La  Pr ie ta .  A f te r  we came back ,  when f  was  seven years  o Id ,

we never moved out of La Prieta unt i l -  I  went to UTEP, [The

Univers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso l  .

What  was the  name o f  the  min ing  co lony  a t  La  Pr ie ta?

I t  w a s  c a l - l - e d  L a  P r i e t a .

Cou l -d  you descr ibe  i t?

ASARCO?

The min ing  co lony .

Oh,  the  camp was a  beaut i fu l ,  gorgeous p lace .  I t  was  rea l l y

n ice .  There  were  many homes.  There  was a  l_o t  o f  g rass .  We

h a d  a  b e a u t i f u l  1 a k e .  W e  u s e d  t o  g o  f i s h i n g  w i t h  t h e  l i t t I e

p in  and you cou ld  ca t .ch  a l - l  these f i sh  and you wou ld  jus t

t h r o w  t h e m  b a c k  i n .  I t  w a s  j u s t  s o  n i c e  t o  h a v e . . .  W e  u s e d

to  go  swimming.  We had a  swimming teacher  in  the  summer .

H e ' s  a  d o c t o r  n o w .  H e  w a s  a  b o y  s c o u t  a n d  h e  w a s  r e a l _ I y  n i c e .

He rea l }y  worked us  ou t .  we used to  have tenn is  c lasses

because there  was a  tenn is  courL .  There  was a  schoo l_ ,  the

one- room schoo l .  I f  the  fami ly  wou ld  g row-  then I  had my

s j -s te r  and then r  had another  b ro ther -  and i f  you  cou ldn ' t  f i t

in the house, and i f  somebody would move ouL, maybe you could

get  a  b igger  house.  so  then we moved in to  a  b igger  house tha t

was c lose  to  the  schoo l .  There  were  th ree  homes there  tha t

w e r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  a n d  w e  u s e d  t o  ] i v e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e .  T h e n



Teacher  Tatum, our  teacher ,  used to  l ive next  door .  Mrs.

Tatum didn ' t  have any k ids at  t .hat  t ime.  A11 her  k ids were

gone of f  to  school ,  l ike everybody had to go of f  to  school .

There was this place up in the camp t.hat we used to cal l  the

Si l la  de l  Rey (?)  that  was up in  the mounta in.  We coul -d go up

there and we woul-d play that we were kings and queens. It

looks l- ike i f  i t  was so far away and now that I have gone

there i t  is  just  so c lose,  you know. There some people got

in to the r id ing,  in lo  the adeTi tas,  so they bui l t  some

specia l .  .  .  In  back of  my house was t .h is  p lace where they

had a l - l  the horses.  In  the min ing camp,  in  the back of  the

homes,  there were these ta i l ings,  dS they were caI led.  And

the ta i l ings was the prohib i ted p lace to  go.  You could drown

because i f  they were wet  you woul -d just  s ink in .  But  i t  was

also a p lace where we could rea l ly  just .  go and see i f  we woul -d

s ink in .  That  was the only  th ing that  was prohib i ted t .o  do

and we used to go and do that .  We used to have a hospi ta l .

We would go to t.he hospital. You could go walking j-f  you had

to go to  the doctor  or  someth ing.  And one of  my f r iends,  the

people that  I  was carpool ing wi th  to  school ,  the i r  mother  was

the head nurse, So we would walk over there or she would come

over  here.  I t  was a real ly  n ice hospi ta l ,  very c l -ean '  very

organized.  f  was a lways very impressed there when I  was a k id

and  I  used  to  go  the re .  I  was  rea l l y  impressed .

Then there was a basebal l  camp'  When we got  o lder ,  we

used to p lay basebal l .  We had one of  the men f rom the mine



come and teach us  how to  p lay  baseba l l .  My bro ther  los t  h is

t o o t h  t h e r e .  H e  u s e d  t o  d r i v e  a  l i t t l e  j e e p .  H e  d i d n ' t  p u t

on  the  mask  and he  los t  i t .  I t  was  hang ing  down and we took

h im to  t .he  hosp i ta l  in  the  jeep.  Then we found ou t  t .ha t  the

doctor had cut the l i t t1e whatever that was hanging there and

y o u  s h o u l d n ' t  d o  t h a t ;  y o u  s h o u l d  a l w a y s  p u t  i t  b a c k  i n .  H e r s

always had problems because he l-ost that tooth unt i l -  he got to

the  Sta tes  and they  d id  a  good job .  Now he 's  very  happy w i t .h

h i s  t . e e t h .

W e  u s e d  t o  s L u d y  a  l o L .  W e  d i d .  W e  h a d  t o  a c h i e v e

because you were  pressured,  I  fe l t . .  My f r iends  laughed

b e c a u s e  I  u s e d  t o  c r y  t w o  d a y s  o f  t h e  w e e k .  A t  2 : 3 0  p . m .  I

wou1d c ry  because I  had to  do  phon ics .  I  ha ted  phon ics .  I

d i d n ' t  k n o w  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e . . . I  d i d n ' t  k n o w  t h a t .  t h i s  w a s  a

school or that this was whatever,  you know. And I  had to know

i f  i t  was  a  long or  a  shor t  vowel - .  I  rea l l y  have t .h is  th ing

about  phon ics ,  bu t  I  surv ived  i t . .

We used t .o  have p lays  a t  the  end o f  the  c lass .  We used

to  have p lays  and we used t .o  learn  our  par ts .  And we d id  a I I

th ie  \ ' ^ , ,  1znn14r .  Oh,  i t  was  so  much fun ,  those p Iays .  AndI  l e s  ,  ! L  w q p  D v  r r r u v l t  l u l l

t h e y  d i d n ' t  m o v e  u s  o u t  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  W e  s t a y e d  t h e r e ,  b u t

then my f r iends  d id  move ou t .  And f  s tayed beh ind  w i th  my

f r iends  tha t  jus t  were  f rom a  Mex ican fami ly .  We were  go ing

to  the  schoo l .  By  then.  my f r iend  Kat ie  had moved ou t  to

L o r e t t o .  T h e  G a r c i a s '  t h a t  r  m e t  l a t e r  o n  w e r e  a t  L o r e t t o .

some peop le  f rom Par ra l  were  in  Lore t to .  we used to  come to



town once a week so my mother could do the grocery shopping,

but  there wasnr t  too much going on wi th  the people f rom the

cown .

I  decided that I  was going to go maybe to UTEP because of

the  in f l -uence tha t  most  o f  them were  some p lace  around there .

That 's  why  I  chose to  go  to  UTEP and because I  d id  love

Eng l ish  and I  thought  i t  wou l -d  be  a  good idea.  So I  was

accepted  in  UTEP,  bu t  what  I  d id ,  i s  tha t  I  took  the  TOEFL

[Tes t  o f  Eng l ish  as  a  Fore ign  Language]  and I  passed i t .  Bu t

r  had to  have f i ve  years  o f  h igh  schoo l ,  wh ich  they  counted  my

two years  o f  the  secre tar ia l  schoo l ,  so  my las t  two years  o f

h igh  schoo l -  r  sk ipped them.  r  d idn ' t  do  those.  Then r  went

t o  U T E P  a n d  a l l  m y  f r i e n d s  w e r e  b a c k  a g a i n  a n d . . .  B y  t h e n

my f r iend ,  Penny Mar low,  who had l i ved  in  the  camp,  when she

w a s  f i f t e e n ,  h e r  d a d  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  M e x i c o  C i t v  t o  b e c o m e

a b ig  shot .  Her  fa t .her  was a  personar i t . y .  They  used to  ca l - r

h im Marb le  because he  wou l -dn ' t  spend money.  He was very

s t r r c t  o n  m o n e y .  T h e y  l e f t  a n d  t h e n  K a t i e ' s  d a d  b e c a m e  t h e

manager. They moved in from santa Bdrbara and he became the

manager. He was very easy going. He would l -et  us do many

t h i n g s  t h a t  w e r e . . .  T h e y  w o u l - d  h e l p  u s  t o  h a v e  f u n .

K a t i e ' s  m o t h e r  a l w a y s  h e l p e d  u s  t o  h a v e  f u n .

w h a t  r  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  s o  m u c h . . . i t  w a s  l i k e  a  b i g

family.  Everybody took care of everybody. you had to work to

do char i ty  ac t i v i t ies  fo r  the  town ,  fo r  the  orphanage here .

r f  they  were  go ing  to  do  someth ing  you arways  had a  l i t t re  job



to  do .  I f  peop le  came in  f rom anot .her  min ing  camp and they

were  new you had to  be  very  hosp i tab le .  You had to  go  v is i t

and you had to make sure that the kids, you know, know the

k ids .  .  .  I f  anybody came on vacat ions-  we had a  1o t  o f

v is i to rs -  you  a lways  had to  make sure  tha t  you  inv i ted  them.

T h e r e  w a s n ' L  a n y . . .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w .  I  f e e l  n o w a d a y s  t h a t

peop le  a re  no t  as  soc ia l -  and as  n ice  to  ne ighbors .  We were

l i ke  tha t .  There  was th is  ne ighbor  tha t  we had a l l  our  l i ves ,

M r s  -  R e w e s .  t h e  R e w e s r  H e  w a s  i n  g l r a r c r e  n f  f  h e  ^ ^ s ^ F . -
,  L t r u  r \ e / 9 p  .  r l s  w q D  f I I  u t r q ! y g  v !  L l l g  D c t ! ( : L y

department. They had three daughters and every t ime we moved

a house-  or  e i ther  they moved f i rs t  and then we moved,  but  we

were a lways neighbors,  a lways.  So we used t .o  go over  there

and have lunch or  supper .  We were a lways together .  The

father woul-d always give us honey with lemon. r can remember

him l in ing us up wi th  the same spoon.  ( laughter)  A l l  o f  us

would get sick because he wourd give us the honey wit.h l-emon

lwi th  the same spoon]  so t .hat  we wouldn, t  get  a  sore throat  .

In the summer we would take our swimming course and we

woul-d swim a l l  morn ing.  Then at  the end of  the course we had

to have compet i t . ions wi th  the peopre f rom the other  camps.

That 's  how we got  to  know some of  the other  people f rom t .he

other  camps.  By then we weren ' t  dr iv ing.  Nobody was dr iv ing.

we sor t  o f  d idn ' t  need to dr ive.  we just  wanted to  s tay in

our  camp because there were so many act iv i t ies that  you could

do at  the camp.

Were a1l  o f  your  f r iends l iv ing in  La pr ie ta?



Most of them were l iving at La Prieta then or they had moved

in from Sant.a Bdrbara. And they have come or gone. When my

fr iend Penny le f t  we had a l l  these par t ies.  She was f i f t .een.

The only  t ime that  we sor t  o f  began to soc ia l - ize wi th  the

peop le  f rom the  town  was  when . . . i n  t h i s  Lown  the re  i s  t h i s

debu tan tes '  dance  when  you ' re  f i f t . een ,  so  when  peop le  s ta r ted

going to  t .he debutantes '  dance t .hen we star ted to  soc ia l ize

wi th the people of  the town.  My f r iend Kat ie  at  that

t ime . . . i t  was  go ing  t o  be  he r  debu tan tes ' dance ,  so  a l l  t he

fr iends that we had met but had gone to another camp came for

tha t  spec ia l  occas ion .

We used to have a 1ot  o f  pa jama par t ies.  We used t .o  do

that .  r  remember that .  And we could use the guest .  house.

They wourd le t  us use t .he guest  house because i t  had two

bedrooms and it  had enough space so that al- l  the women, al l  of

us ,  cou ld  s tay  the re .  And ,  r  t h ink ,  t ha t ' s  where  we  s ta r ted

exper imenLing wi th  r iquor .  one of  our  f r iends got .  very drunk

with vodka because we knew t.hat i f  we put some water nobody

wou l -d  know,  you  know.  we  d id  tha t  and  we  were . . . one  o f  ou r

f r iends got  so s ick and the boys would come and g ive us Gal lo

lbrand name of l iquori through the window. After every d.ance

we would a l l  spend the n ight  there.  Now we star ted going to

dances.  our  f r iends would come for  the summer.  r  had a

f r i end .  she  was  my  mo the r ' s  f r i end .  she  was  a  p j -ano  teacher .

By now we were going to  urEp.  we were a l l  go ing to  urEp.  we

were being f r iends at  urEp.  we were f r iends wi th  other
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p e o p l e .  N o w  w e  w e r e  a  l i t t . 1 e  b i t ,  y o u  k n o w . . .  I t  w a s n r t  s o

c l o s e ,  o u r  l i t t l e  c i r c l e .  S h e  u s e d  t o  s a y  t h a t .  s h e  s h o u l d  p u t

a  l i t t1e  s ign  up  tha t  says  how much fo r  b reak fas t ,  how much

for  lunch,  because I  a lways  had somebody s tay  a t  my house.

Where were you l iv ing?

rn Prieta. when we woul-d come back f  rom school-  somebody would

come down tha t  wasn ' t  l i v ing  in  camp.  penny ,  fo r  example ,  her

mother  passed away.  That  was a  rea1Iy  sad th ing  tha t  happened

to  her .  Then her  b ro ther  passed away.  They  were  l i v ing  in

Mexico ci ty,  so for the summer she woul-d come and spend a

w h o r e  s u m m e r  a t  m y  h o m e  o r  a t  K a t i e ' s  h o m e . . . o r  w h o e v e r .  T h e n

there  was another  g i r l  .  Her  paren ts  were  in  Mex ico  c j  t -v  anr l

she woul-d come down, too. whoever had been fr iends when you

were  young,  now tha t  they  cou ld  come and v is i t .  .  .  and  we a lways

had peop le  s tay ing  w i th  us .  Another  th ing  tha t  was  rea l  n ice

was that you could have your cousins come over and they would

1et you use an empty house that was next door.  Alr  that.  my

mom woufd  do ,  she  wou l -d  jus t  pu t  a  ro t  o f  beds  up  there ,  you

k n o w ,  a n d  t h e y  c o u l - d . . . t h e  m e n ,  t h e  b o y s  w o u l d  s t a y  t h e r e .

They  wou ld  jus t  have the  mea ls  a t  my house.

How d id  your  mother  pass  her  day?

My mother .  .we a lways  had good he lp .  we a lways  had two maids .

And what my mother woul-d do is that. she wour-d get up and go on

her  wa lk  then she wou ld  cook  because we had lunch a t  12 :00

p.m. -  so  i t  was  rea l  shor t .  t ime-  and she wou l -d  cook  and then

she wou ld  kn i t  and then she wou ld  soc ia l - i ze .  sudden ly ,  one

t 2
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day ou t  o f  the  b lue  she learned t .o  p lay  Canasta .  They  wou ld

p lay  Canasta .  There  was a  lo t  o f  Canasta .  They  wou ld  p lay

Canasta .  f  never  fe l t  tha t  my mother  wasn ' t  there  because

every th ing  was so  c Iose .  We wou ld  ge t  ou t  o f  schoo l -  a t  3 :00

p.m.  and she wou l -d  d r ive  us  to  the  o ther  schoo l .  Then she

w o u l - d  p i c k  u s  u p  a t  6 : 0 0  p . m .  i f  i t  w a s  a  s c h o o l -  d a y .  I f  i t

was  no t  she  wou ld  p lay  Canasta .  The women wou ld  p fay  Canasta

a t  1 : 0 0  p . m .  O u r  l i f e  w a s  r u l e d  b y  t h i s  w h i s t l e ;  f i v e

[ m i n u t e s ]  t o  7 : 0 0  d . f f i . ,  7 : 0 0  d . f r . ,  7 : 2 5  d . f t . ,  7 : 3 0  d . f l . ,  i . 2 : O O

n o o n ,  f i v e  [ m i n u t e s ]  t o  1 : 0 0  p . m . ,  1 : 0 0  p . m . ,  4 : 3 0  p . m . ,  a n d

1 0 : 0 0  p . m .  A 1 1  o u r  l - i v e s ,  y o u  k n e w  i t . .  Y o u  j u s t .  k n e w  w h a t

y o u  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  d o  b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t  w h i s t l e .  A t  1 : 0 0  p . m .

the women would run out the back door to ptay cards and at

4 : 3 0  p . m .  t h e y  w o u l d  r u n  b a c k  i n  w h e n  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  c a m e .

She wou ld  a lways  be  home fo r  my dad.  My dad used to  go  to

w o r k  a t  7 : 3 0  o . f f i . ,  h e  c a m e  f o r  l u n c h  a t  1 - 2 : 0 0  l n o o n ]  ,  l e f t .  a t

1 : 0 0 /  c a m e  a t  4 : 3 0  o r  5 : 0 0  p . m .  S o m e t i m e s  h e  h a d  t o  w o r k ,  b u t

h e  w a s  v e r y  d i s c i p l i n e d ,  v e r y t  v e r y  d i s c i p l i n e d .

What  was your  daddy 's  name?

My dad 's  name is  Me l -chor .  My mom passed away in  19TO when we

moved to  another  camp.  My dad had a  very  hor r ib le  job .  He

a lways  had to  f igh t  the  synd ica te .  The synd ica te ,  when we

were  in  Pr ie ta ,  was  s t rong bu t  they  were  n ice .  He was a lways

do ing  the  cont rac ts  and he  he lped on  any  prob lems tha t  they

had. r  can remember very much one t j -me that there was a f i re

in  the  mine  and i t  took  fo rever .  I t  was  rea l l y  very  s t ress ing

13
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for al l  of us to know that there was so much danger

underground and that  they had to  s top work.  r t  was fu l l  o f

t .ense.  f  can remember that .  The camp was c]ose to  the mj- l l

and to  the mine and to my dad's  of f ice because he could wal -k

i f  he wanted to .  You could never  go there.  r t  was prohib i ted

to go there because i t  was dangerous.  you couldn ' t  walk  over

there or  go see anyth ing there.

The camp was fu l ] .  The homes were fu l - l - .  somet imes

fami l ies would come and they had to  wai t  for  a  house to  be

unoccupied.  what  they usual ly  d ld  is  that  t .hey would move out

when somebody was going to move in. when people move from one

home to the other  r  can remember us carry ing the tab les and

everyth ing f rom one p lace to  another .  we arways helped each

other .  That .  was so n ice,  r  th ink.  r  do th ink that  there were

many, many probrems with the older women, but you never knew

about  i t .

What kind of problems?

r think that there were some later when r moved. There were

a lo t  o f  problems because there was compet i t ion.  There was

envy sometimes. They say that the women handred t.heir

pos i t ion l ike i f  i t  was them l the i r  husband"s l  and accord inq to

how much  power  he  had . . . t hew fe l f  t - he t -  t hey  had .  I  neve r

sensed that when r was young, noL even when r was at a

un ive rs i t y  I eve l .  I  neve r  sensed  tha t .

Then some of  my f r iends,  for  example,  Rosemary,  who d id

education, came back and married somebody and went to l ive in

L4
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the camp and Teacher Tatum ret i red. Now she was in charge of

the camp school.  So was Princesa Ferndndez who had gone to

UTEP, too. She was working in UTEP, then she came down to

take care of the school.  They didn' t  have as many people

there. Then I  graduated from UTEP and most of my fr iends

stayed in El-  Paso. Another fr iend, f f iy f r iend Penny, went to

Eng land fo r  a  year .  I  sudden ly  was ahead o f  a l l  o f  them.  I

don' t  even know why. Then f  came back and everybody said that

i t  wasn ' t  a  good idea to  come back  because i t  was  such a  smal - l

town.  T  go t  o f fe red  a  job  in  Fr isco .  f  went  to  the  in te rv iew

and they  to ld  me,  "No" ,  because I  was  t .oo  young.  I  was  on ly

twenty when f  graduated from UTEP.

My goodness ,  tha t  was  young.

I  was  twenty -one.  I  jus t .  tu rned t .wenty -one.

T h a t ' s  y o u n g .

T  know because I  d id  tha t  sk ipp ing .

LeL me ask  you.  Where  d id  you l i ve  when you were  a t tend ing

UTEP?

I  l - i ved  i n  P r ie ta .  I  s t . i l l  l i ved  i n  P r ie ta .

l ived so many years in  Pr ie t .a .

f  to ld you I

B u t  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l  i n  E I  P a s o . . .

When f  was  a t tend ing  schoo l  in  E l  Paso f  was  l i v ing  in  Judrez

wi th  one o f  my aunts .  We had to  c ross  the  border  everyday .

I t  was horr ibl-e.  I  was the only woman. One of my cousins and

f r iends ,  they  were  somet imes hor r ib le .  Then my l_as t  year  I

moved.  in  w i th  my o ther  aunt  in  E I  Paso,  wh ich  was rea l l y  n ice .

IJ
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My f r iend,  Penny,  who had come back  f rom Mex ico  C i ty  was

I iv ing in the dorms. Everybody thought I  l ived in the dorms

because whenever  f  wou ld  f in ish  c lass  f  wou ld  go  to  the  dorms

or  f  wou ld  wa i t  fo r  peop le  fo r  a  r ide ,  you  know.  We were

a lways  wa j - t ing  to  come home.  That  was the  th ing  we wanted  to

d o . . . c o m e  h o m e .  W e  a l w a y s  u s e d  t o  b r i n g  a  f r i e n d  d o w n ,

somebody that we met there or whatever.  They always loved to

come home to  Par ra l .

Then f  went to l - ive in

bad thing t"hat when people

then, ASARCO became Mexican.

more  t .han the  Amer ican.

Fr i sco .  My  dad . . .ASARCO had  t h i s

began  t o  ge t  ve ry  o l d . . .  By

The Mexican percentage was much

That  was dur ing the process?

That  was dur ing t .he process,  when I  graduated.

The Mexicanizat ion?

Yes .  The  Mex ican iza t i on

Can you expla in that?

okay. ASARCo had so much percentage that was American and a

l i t t l -e  percentagre Mexican.  Then some Mexicans bought  i t .  When

they bought  i t  they s tar ted lay ing of f  a  lo t  o f  people.  They

reduced the emproyees that  they had.  Things began to change

because from t.hen we began having Mexican managers. when

t .hese Mexican managers came i t  was l ike a f ight  for  power.

Things got  a  l i t t le  more d i f f icu l t .  what  t .hey began to do is

t .hat .  they wouLd t ry  to  d iscourage you to  get  to  your  ret i r ing.

They woul -d send you to  a far -away camp that  was just  s tar ted.
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I t  was  very  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  you  because your  fami ly  was a l ready

j-n universi ty or whatever.  By then my dad had worked thir ty-

three years for ASARCO and he sensed that they were going to

move h im out .  ASARCO d id  no t .  pay  as  we l l  as  Fr isco .  Fr isco

was a company that paid their  employees very wel-1 and

s o m e t i m e s  p a i d  i n  d o l - l a r s .

Who owned Fr isco?

Fr isco  was owned by  a  company in  Eng land.  They  were  Eng l ish .

Fr isco  was supposed to  be  l - i ke  a  r i cher  mine .  I t  was

d i f f e r e n t . .  T h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  F r i - s c o  w e r e  a  l - i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t .

They  were  l i ke  more  compet i t i ve  because they  had h igh  sa l -a r ies

and they  had more . . .  And the  peop le  f rom Santa  Bdrbara  or

Pr ie ta ,  we were  o f  the  same company and we were  a  l i t t . le  more

common,  r  suppose.  They  used to  have these par t ies  be tween

the three camps. santa Bdrbara always had the Hal- l -oween dance

and i t  was  a  beaut i fu l  Ha l l -oween dance.  They  had i t  a t  the

c fub .  They  spent  a  lo t  o f  money.  They  brought  a  rea l l y  good

orches t ra .  They  had fan tas t ic  food.  p r ie ta  wou ld .  have Four th

o f  Ju ly  par t ies .  They  wou ld  spend a  lo t .  o f  money.  They  had

a good orches t ra  and they  wou ld  have a  good mea l - .  F r isco  had

the  summer  dance and they  d id  the  same th ing .  Fr isco  was very

we l l  known fo r  famous Mrs .  l l ,ou ise  Fer rar i  de ]  pe t rucc i ,  who

was the  bes t  I ta l ian  cook  around.  Everybody jus t  sa id ,  , ,How

Because a l - l -  o f  these camps had a  ho te l  f  o r  the

b a c h e l o r s . . . f o r  t h e  p e o p ] e  w h o  w e r e n ' t  m a r r i e d .  A n d  t h e y  h a d

a cook .  And one o f  the  cooks ,  the  bes t  one,  was  arwavs  Mrs .
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Pet.rucci. Everybody wanted to go visit  there so that you

could get  to  eat  a t  the restauranL.

We l - l ,  i t  sounds  to  me  i f  i t  was  a  t r i ang le .

I t  was  4  l l l apa l  a  rza :h  vou Used to  go  f  rom one p laCe to  t .he

o t h e r .

How fa r  apar t  were  they  loca ted?

They are  twenty  minu tes ,  twenty  minu tes  apar t .  Twenty - two

minutes  to  Santa  B6rbara ,  twenty  Lwo k i lometers ,  excuse me.

I t  takes  you about  th i r ty - f i ve  minu t .es .  A11 o f  them had the

A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l s .

T h i s  w a s  b e f o r e  M e x i c a n i z a t i o n ?

B e f o r e  M e x i c a n i z a t i o n .  A 1 I  o f  t h e m  h a d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l s .

We had the  bes t  schoo l  accord ing  to  everybody.  We were  t .he

bes t  because we had very  good teachers .  Then there  was Mrs .

A r a u i o . . .

End of Tape One

Side  A

Beginning of Tape One

Side  B

You were te l l ing me about  Mrs.  F in i t .a .

Oh ,  Mrs .  F in i t a .  She  was  a  pe rsona l i t y .  I t  was  Mrs .  F in i t a

and Mrs.  lKel ly ]  Spi l lsbury that  were doing the school  in

B
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Santa  Bdrbara .  Mrs .  F in i ta  used to  t rave l - .  She t rave l led  a l l_

over the worId, but we knew who was a good school because when

peop le  were  t rans fer red  f rom one-  Santa  B6rbara ,  no t  Fr isco

people- some Frisco people woul-d come work for ASARCO, but

t .hat was very strange because there was always ASARCO people

t ry ing  to  go  to  the  good sa la r ies  o f  Fr isco .  You cou ld  a lways

t e l l  a n d  s a y ,  " O h  G o d .  M r s .  F i n i t a  w a s n ' L  d o i n g  a  v e r y  g o o d

j o b . "  T h e s e  k i d s  c a n ' t .  . o r  t h e y  w o u l - d  g o  o n e  y e a r  l e s s .

How do you spel l  her l -ast name?

F i n i t a ?  B e c k m a n ?  H e r  n a m e  w a s  F i n i t a .  F - f - N - I - T - A .  S h e

s t i l l  l i v e s .  S h e  h a s  A l z h e i m e r ' s  [ d i s e a s e ] ,  I  t h i n k .  S h e  w a s

a persona l i t y  because she t rave l led  a  lo t ;  she  went  to  Europe

and came back. She woul-d always teI l  her students and t .hey

woul-d always sort  of  brag about al- l -  they knew because Fini ta

had done a l l -  th is  t rave l l ing .  Then I  came back  and I  d idn , t

a o f  i - h o  i n l - '
Y " - J v y .

Were you d isappointed?

Yeah,  w€ were very d isappointed.  By then we had a very n ice

supper  for  Mrs.  Tatum, who was l iv ing in  El  paso ret . i red.  To

t .h is  supper  . fohnny Sonza (?)  and Kat ie  came.  I  went  to  th is

supper .  Rober t . ,  her  brother ,  came to the supper .  I t  was so

nice, that supper. r remember that Katie told me there that

they had not found anybody, so they were going to give me the

j  ob .  Kat  ie  was accepted t .o  a masLer ,  s  school  and

Rober t . . . someth ing  ve ry  good  happened  to  h j -m  tha t  r  canno t

remember. Johnny was going to get married. He at 1ast had
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managers were in  I  th ink,  maybe,  there was a l - i t t le ,  but  i t

wasn r t  as  no t i ceab le .  You  wou ldn ' t  ge t  a  house  o r  you

wouldn ' t  get  a  h igher  sa lary  or  anyth ing because of  the wives '

re la t ionship.  I t  was very apar t .  That .  wasn' t  in f luencl -ng

before and now i t  was in f luencing.  So my dad had to make the

decis ion that  he was of fered a good job in  Fr isco because the

Iabor manager that had been there for so many years- now,

people in  those days d idn ' t  move around.  people just  s tayed

in  t he i r  j obs  because . . .  f  don ' t  know .  you  know ,  i f  i t  was

a  good  job ,  i t  was  a  good  sa la ry ,  t he  l i f e  t he re  was  so  n i ce

that  nobody cared to  move out .  And,  a lso,  you were not  a f ra id

to  l ose  you r  j ob .  I f  you  had  i t  you  cou ld  j us t .  keep  i t .  They

would transfer you to another company, but most of t .he t imes

they d id h i re  you.  But  then the f i r ing came and i t  was

agonizing for everybody because you never knew if you were

going to  be Lhe next  one.  Things got  d i f f icu l_t  in  min ing and

they began to reduce,  reduce,  reduce,  so my dad got  o f fered a

- i o h  i n  F ' r i  s c o .  I t  W a S  a  V e r \ /  r y n n r i  i n h  \ / e r r z  w c l  l  - n e i d  i n hJ " "  v u l J  : J v v s  J v p r  v E l y  w s r r - I J a f u  J v p r

t he  same job .  Bu t  t he  peop le  f rom F r i sco ,  t he  synd ica te  i n

Fr isco,  was a lso known as a syndicate that  was very s t rong.

They had a lways received a l -o t  concessions,  but  now min ing was

di f f icu l t  and i t  was very hard to  handle.  so my dad d idn ' t .

know i f  he could move in ,  i f  he coul -d handle those people,  but

we did. And when we moved out of there r t .hink i t  was a verv

t raumat ic  exper ience for  my mother .  My mother  never  accepted

the fact .  that  we were l iv ing in  t .hat  camp.  she just  adored
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the Pr ie ta camp so much.

There was a l i t t le  th ing that  happened here in  my fami ly .

My youngest brother, when he was nine months oId, he had lung

problems.  And the doctor ,  the mine doctor ,  was not  to  be

found on Sunda. ,  Qn +-harz i - - I .snsferred h im to the hospi ta l  in

t .he town and someway or  another ,  I  don ' t  want  to  make i t  too

long, he burned. The crib that he was in burned. And my mom

walked in  and took h im out .  He had very severe burns in  h is

face  and  i n  h i s  hands  because  he  t r i ed  to  r i ke  he lp  h imse l f .

So  f rom the re  my  mom had  to  a lways  go  to  E I  paso  to  ge t . . . he

had surgery,  that  p last ic  surgery.  And my mom had a lo t  o f

problems wi th  her  nerves because i t .  had been so t raumat ic ,  you

know, the exper ience.  r t  was so good that  we r ived in  that

camp because he grew with everybody and nobody wourd see hj-m

di f ferent .  By then there was no more Amer ican school - .  They

said that  not  many people were in t .erested.  They couldn ' t .  f  ind

a  teacher .  They  j us t  d idn ' t  g i ve  us  ano the r  pa r t  o f  t he

company and it  was l ike everybody was very disappointed. so

he had to go to a Spanish school in the town. They had a

chauf feur  dr ive a l l  the k ids down and p ick them up.  For  h im

i t  was  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  because  peop le  s ta r ted  no t . i c i ng .  He

s ta r ted  no t i c i ng  tha t  he  was  d i f f e ren t  and  he  su f fe red  a  l o t .

I  t h ink  my  mo the r  su f fe red  w i th  h im .

So when we moved to Fr isco my mother ,  she got  Lupus,  but

nobody knew she had Lupus. so she was having a hard t ime.

r rm  so r ry , ' be fo re  tha t  we  moved  to  san ta  BSrba ra .  And  r  was
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work ing for  Fr isco and r  would dr ive f rom Fr isco to  santa

Bdrbara every morning.  r t  was just  a  ten-minute dr ive.  Then

there was a b ig pol i t ics  in  santa Bdrbara and they moved us

f rom santa Bdrbara back to  Pr ie ta.  But  we knew there was

someth ing coming before we moved to Fr isco.  There was

someth ing coming.  so that 's  the t ime when th ings were very

di f f icu l t  in  ASARCo and there was a l -o t  o f  po l i t ics  prayed.

r  had to  borrow my dad's  car  and r  remember so c lear ly

Mrs .  A rau jo  sa id ,  "Why  a re  you  coming  i n  1a te? "  I  sa id ,  " I

had  to  bo r row  my  dad ' s  ca r . "  The  bus  wasn ' t  a  ve ry  good

sys tem Lhen  and  she  sa id ,  r 'We l ] ,  you  have  to  buy  a  ca r .  n  I

sa id ,  " I  don ' t .  have  the  money .  "  She  sa id ,  "We11 ,  we  ' re  go ing

t .o  go t .o  Jack.  "  Because she was a very good f  r iend of  Jack,s .

And  we  go  i n to  h i s  o f f i ce .  r  a lways  fe l t  t ha t , f ack ,  t he  two

people he was scared of  was of  the teacher ,  the p i lo t  and the

doctor ,  a  famous doctor  that  they had in  Fr j -sco.  And he sa id,

" Ju l i a ,  we  can ' t  g i ve  he r  a  l _oan  f o r  a  ca r .  I L ' s  no t

accep tab le . "  And  she  sa id ,  " r t  i s  because  she  needs  i t . "  so

T  a a t s  ^  I  ^ ^ -  T  r r n f  :  
- l  

n r nr _  go r  a  r oan .  r  y vu  q , -o , , .  I  go t  a  ve ry  we l l _pa id  j ob .  I

made more than the engineers because teachers were so

d i f f i cu l t  t o  f i nd .  My  husband  says  i t ' s  no t  t rue ,  bu t  r  d id .

How much did you make? Do you remember your f irst paycheck?

r  asked  fo r  ' 7 ,500  pesos .  The  peso  was  L2 .50  then .  And  then

they gave me 5,500 because r  was just  out  o f  school  and you

would get .  rea]1y good ra ises,  so r  ended up real ly  making a

lot  o f  money.  And r  got  the loan because r  could have the
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money to pay for the 1oan, have a new car. You know, i t  was

rea l l y  n i ce .  And  i t  was  a l l  t o  Mrs .  A rau jo ' s  good  word  fo r

f r€ ,  because i f  not ,  he would have never  g iven me the l_oan.

By then my parents moved into Frisco and my mother did

no t  r i ke  i t .  she  d id  no t  r i ke  i t .  she  was  a  ve ry  respec ted

woman by then because she was a fantast ic  cook.  She was a

wel l  organizer .  She was a very good Canasta p layer .  Many of

my  f r i ends  now were  ge t t i ng  mar r i ed . . .my  f r i ends  tha t  r  g rew

up with. My mother woul-d really help them when they moved

into the camp because some of them did move into the camp. so

now my fr iends became rea]ly good fr iends of my mom. My mom

loved to soc iaLtze.  she loved i t .  she roved to have people.

She was always having people home. She was a very unhappy

woman in  Fr isco.  r  fee l  very bad for  her  because she real ly

d i dn ' t  l i ke  i t .  By  t hen  we  we re  a l l  o f f  a t  s choo l .  My  s i s t e r

was  coming  he re .  The re rs  no  h igh  schoo l  i n  F r i sco  tha t ' s

pr ivat .e ,  so they had to  come here.  They had t .he fac i l i t .y .  A

chauffeur wourd drive them in a combi [a type of volkswagen

"bus "  o r  van l ,  d r i ve  Lhem,  p i ck  them up ,  and  come back .

r  cont inued work ing in  Fr isco.  r  met  my husband in  santa

B6rbara. He came by because he was a geologist. and t.hey said

that the best. schoof was ASARCo. you had to work for ASARCo

t.o become a good geologis t ,  so he came f rom Midrand,  Texas.

He graduated from Austin. He came down and worked. And in

those t imes these min ing companies had th is  prog.ram for

decados,  they used to ca l - l  i t .  And th is  was that  ar l_  the
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schoors  tha t  had  a . . . t he  m in ing  schoo ls  cou ld  sen t  a  l o t  o f

the i r  s tudents to  do the i r  pract ice.  And the company would

give them room and board. A company would pay for that. And

God, there were so many, so many coming into the town and to

the  company ,  bu t  t hey  were  a l l  ve ry  sou the rn . . . f r om the  sou th ,

very shor t .  f rm so ta l I  r  a lways want .ed to  f ind a husband

tha t  was  t a l l .

I  had a good f r iend,  she was a teacher  at  the Santa

Bdrbara.  r  was a teacher  at  Fr isco.  Mrs.  Araujo s tayed there

for  one year .  she ret i red and she moved to parra l ,  to  her

home in  Parra l ,  and r  was in  charge now of  the school .  r  was

terr i f ied but  someway or  another  managed to surv ive my f i rs t .

year  a l -one.  Then we had so many k ids that  we had to ask Mrs.

Barss6,  who came to move in to t .he camp,  i f  she woul -d help me.

she helped. Then Tencha L:-zara, anoLher very dear fr iend of

mine,  moved in to th is  camp in  Fr isco and she a lso helped wi th

the schoor .  And everybody real ly  t iked the Amer ican school

because the k ids wou]d p ick up the language so much easier .

By then we were not ic ing how much you needed to speak Engl ish.

so  many  peop le  sa id  tha t  t hey  s tayed  i n  F r i sco  j us t  f o r  t he

schoor .  r t  was  i nc red ib le ,  you  know.  r  had  gone  to  tha t

school - .  r  knew how to teach in  a one-room school  because not

everybody can.  They sa id,  "How can you do i t?"  Because whi le

one of them was reading the other one was doing math on the

brackboard and you were d ic tat ing spel1 ing.  r f  you walked

into there you would have thought i t  was chaos. But r was



very d isc ip l ined because I  was taught  that  way.  Mrs.  Araujo

was  ve ry  d i sc ip l i ned .  Bes ides ,  Mrs .  A rau jo  had  so  much

respect  that  the women would not  in ter fere wi th  her .  whacever

she sa id was done,  so I  was very lucky.  But  then on my second

year r armost wanted to chicken out because everybody wanted

to  do  wha t  t hey  wan ted . . . l - i ke  mo the rs  a re ,  you  know.  The re

were not  many Amer icans anymore;  they were usual ly  just

Mexrcans.  r t  was very hard to  teach the i r  ch i ldren because

thei r  ch i l -dren d id not  hear  the language, .onry at  the school  .

But r have always loved t.eaching and r had some excerlent.

k ids .  I  d id  have  my  p rob lems  and  f  j us t . . . . t he  on l y  way  I  go t

over  that  was r  rea11y to ld  t .hem of f  because when r  moved in to

that  camp,  there was t .h is  th ing for  poker  and those women were

play ing poker .  I  t .h ink they even p layed in  the morning,  but

they  were  good  mo the rs ,  you  know,  bu t  some o f  t hem were - i r r s f

get t ing too much in to poker .  And f  met  my husband.  I  got

mar r i ed ,  bu t  I rm  sk ipp ing  up  and  down ,  I  go t  mar r i ed  i n

P r i e ta .  .  .

We l l - ,  I  '  1 I

cour t .sh ip.

have you back up and have you tel-l_ me about your

wel - l - ,  what .  can r  ter l -  you? r t .  just  worked out  so wel - I  because

i t ' s  ve ry  d i f  f  i cu l t  when  you  a re  educa ted  i n  t . he  two  cu l t . u res .

My parents were Mexj -can,  very t rad i t ionar  Mexican;  my mother

d i  A  a r r a r r r t -  l ,  i  - ^  F ^ -  . i ^ l(rr\r  e v cr y Lrr-Lrry !v! rry L.rclLr .  But. I  grew up with a ]-ot of

Amer icans  and r  had tha t  l i t . t le  fee l ing  tha t  women do no t  have

to  pu t  up  so  much w i th  men.  r  go t .  the  l i t t le  Amer ican th inq
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that  you coul -d be independent .  So I  never  rea l ly  had a

boyfriend that he was so Mexican I coul-d never communicate

wi th h im.  My husband,  La lo,  went  to  school  in  the States and

thought  that  women had a p1ace.  So i t  was real ly  good that  I

met  h im because I  don ' t  know i f  I  woul -d have been marr ied now

for  n ineteen years i f  I  marr ied somebody d i f ferent .  And I

th ink he was Ionely .  My mother  used t .o  inv i te  a l - l -  o f  the

ones- not everybody, but the ones t.hat we had a good

communication with. They would always come to my mom to eat

because at  t .he c lub they used to feed them so l i t t le ,

acco rd ing  to  them,  and  they  used  to  g i ve  them a  l i t t l e  g lass

of  lemonade and they would choke on the food.  So at  n ight

they would come for  my mother 's  cakes and for  my mother 's

p ies.  We had a real  n ice porch in  Santa BSrbara.  We would

play cards,  we woul -d ta lk ,  and I  would check and there were

about  f ive or  s ix  of  the bachelors that  would come wi th  my

f r i end  the  bache lo r , '  my  s i s te r ,  and  my  s i s te r ' s  l i t t l e  f r i end .

We used Lo hang around wi th  l i t . t l -e  f i f t .een,  s ix teen year-o ld

k ids because t .here was not  many people at  the camp then.  We

used  to  p lay  monopo ly .  We  used  to  do  th ings  l i ke  tha t .  Then ,

I  don ' t  know,  I  dec ided  I  wou ld  go  do  my  Mas te r ' s  i n  Las

Cruces .

Had you got ten marr ied by then?

No.  My f r iend Kat ie  was at  Las cruces.  r  was accepted in  Las

cruces and Mr. Humphreys agreed to pay me the summer because

he used to pay n ine months,  not  the who]e year ;  he gave me the
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summer rs  pay ,wh ich  was  a  thousand  do11ars . . . r  r emember  fo r

some reason . . . o r  two  thousand ,  I  t h ink .  I  pa id  fo r  t he  schoo l

and I had the money to go l- ive up there. I went up there; my

husband drove me up with my fr iend and then they came back on

the bus and I  s tayed wi th  my car  in  Las Cruces.  My f r iend

Kat ie  and I  l ived wi th  her  grandmother ;  her  grandmother  had

l - ike a l i t t le  apar tment  in  the back in  Las Cruces.  And we

I i ved  t he re  f o r  t ha t  summer . . . s i x  weeks .

Bu t  you  weren ' t  mar r i ed?

f  wasn ' t  mar r i ed  and  I  wasn ' t  p lann ing  t . o  ge t  mar r i ed .  We

were just  rea l ly  good f r iends.  Then f  came back and then I

d ld .  Somehow or  other  f  ended up get t ing marr ied.  fn  the

next. summer f was married and so was my fr iend Katie. My

fr iend Penny was back in  EI  Paso,  but  she was not  marr ied.

Then Binky Garc ia and Patr ic ia ,  they l ived in  Fr isco and the i r

m a ' \ m  M r q  C T z r r - i  a  e n m a l - r n d r r  l -  h r f  T  r a a l  I  r r  I  n r r a r l  l r o r \ z  - t t c h  a n d,  p v r r r e v v v J  {  ! u q r ! /  r v v 9 u  v g t y  l t t u

r  rea rned  a  ro t  f r om,  l i ved  i n  F r i sco .  she  was  so  admi rab l -e .

You courd go v is i t  Mrs.  Garc ia and she a lways had t ime t .o  just .

s i t  and ta lk  and she made the best  cof fee.  Her  husband would

walk in  at  twelve [noon]  because we are s t i l l  w i th  t .hese

hours,  okay,  these whis t . l -es.  He would come in  and he would

turn around and sdy, "Oh, honey, Carmen and I have been

ta lk ing so happi ly  here and you know the maid d idn ' t  come and

there '  s  noth ing f  or  l -unch.  would you care for  a  sandwich? r '

He was always so pleasing and so happy and he would have a

sandwi-ch and he would come and ta]k with us about whatever we
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were chat t ing about .

Fr isco then had a few Amer icans and then they s tar ted t .o

leave.  Then Mr.  Humphreys was there and he was in  complete

contro l .  He had so much author i ty  i t  was scary.  He was a

good manager. He was a very good person. Everybody respected

him.  r  s t i l l  remember those peopre because people s tayed

there.  some people would get  s ick and t .hey were forever  wi th

t .h is  rong i r rness and they could s t i1 l  r ive there in  the

homes.  He would do the best  to  make sure they had the best

med ica l  ca re  and  peop le  j us t  f e l t  t ha t  i t  was  a  b ig  fam i l y ,  r

thought ,  in  Fr isco,  even though i t  was very compet i t ive and

the women were d i f f icu l t .  But  when i t .  came to problems

everybody there was there to help you. There is where r meL

the  B r i l - l - i t os .  He  was  the  p i l o t .  They  d idn ' t  have  any  k ids .

r  got  pregnant  r ight  o f f  because the doctor ,  the very,  very

famous  D r .  [ Jos6  A . ]  eu in ta f r a ,  [S r . ] . . . eve rybody  wou ld  go  t o

h im.  He  ope ra ted  on  eve rybody .  He  was  ween ie - t i ny . . . he  was

no+- i r -a  LIa '^ 'as such a good surgeon.  So,  o f  course,  he was

the company doctor .  r  went  t .o  h im and r  sa id,  " r  have to  take

bi r th  contro l  .  r  don ' t  want  to  get  preg,nant .  "  And he sa id,

I ' r  have the best  th ing.  you are going to  take these shots

tha t  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  eve ry  t . h ree  mon ths .  "  And  on  my

honeymoon r read in Good Housekeeping, r 'These shots wil_l* be

perm i t t ed  i n  t he  un i ted  s ta tes , , ,  r  t h ink  i t  was  ten  yea rs

later .  r  got  marr ied in  1975 and they would be in  the market

i n  1986 ,  and  r  sa id ,  r rGoodness ,  g rac ious .  Th i s  doc to r ' s  go ing
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to  k i l I  me .  r r  So,  o f  course ,  they d idn '  t  work,  and I  got

p regnan t .  And  f  wasn r t  l i v i ng  i n  F r i sco .  I  was  l i v i ng  i n

Santa BSrbara because my husband was working for santa

Bdrba ra .

fn  the  min ing  co lony?

rn  the  min ing  co lony .  They  gave us  a  rea ]  n ice  house.  The

most  hor r ib le - look ing  fu rn i tu re ,  r  can  remember  tha t .  They

to ld  me tha t  r  cou ld  go  buy  fu rn j - tu re .  r  went  and chose

s o m e t h i n g  n i c e  a n d  t h e y  s a i d ,  " N o ,  t h a t ' s  t o o  e x p e n s i v e . "

That ' s  when th ings  go t  rea ]  funny ,  you  know.  But  the

manager 's  w i fe  was my mom' |s  very  good f r iend .  And by  then i t

was  very  s t range.  she was a  persona l i t . y ,  too ,  Mrs .  Rebecca,

madraza, very jo11y, but when she moved into that camp, she

t rans formed the  camps.  The manager 's  w i fe  began to  come in to

the  camps.  They  wou ld  t rans form t .he  manager rs  home.  They

wourd  spend such fo r tunes  tha t  you  began to  see a  b ig

d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  w a s n ' L  n o t i c e a b l e  b e f o r e .  B e f o r e  t h e y  h a d

th is  rea l - l y  n ice  home tha t  had a  l -o t  o f  soc ia l  a rea  because

t h e r e  w e r e  t h e  p a r t i e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  t . h e  p a r t i e s  w h e n  t h e  b i g

shots  f rom Mex ico  used to  come in  and there  was the  chr iscmas-

ro, some of them had them in chr istmas and some of the

c o l o n i e s  h a d  i t  f o r  N e w  Y e a r ' s .  T h e y  h a d  t h e  N e w  y e a r r s ,  w h a t

do  you ca l l -  i t?  Homecoming?

N e w  Y e a r ' s  E v e ?

No.  rn  the  day .  They  had an  open house,  the  open house.  And

you a lways  were  ready  fo r  tha t  open house,  fo r  tha t  fan tas t ic



food that they woul-d have at the open house. That started a

l o t  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  t o o ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w o u l d  s d y ,  " W h y  w o n ' t

they  pa in t  my home?r r  The homes were  pa in ted ,  the  fu rn i tu re

was o f  the  company.  "Why don ' t  they  pa in t  my k i t . chen tha t  i s

f a l 1 i n g  a p a r L ? "  a n d  r r T h e  m a n a g e r  g e t s  a l I  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l

fu rn j - tu re  o r  ge ts  a  new bedroom or  a  new bathroom."  That

caused a  lo t  o f  p rob lems.  Before  the  Amer ican w ives  were  more

s j -mp1e,  I  thought . .  Mrs .  Humphreys  in  Fr isco  had a  very  n ice

home,  bu t  i t  was  no t  as  h igh ty  decora ted .  I t  was  a  very  good

tas te  home and these o ther  peop le  came in  w i th  wa l lpaper  tha t ,

you  know,  you d idn ' t  have wa l lpaper  in  the  co lon ies ,  in  the

camp homes.  They  were  very  s imp le  w i th  t .he  beaut i fu l  wooden

f loors  and they  had a l l -  t .h is  beaut i fu l  o ld  fu rn i tu re  bu t  i t

w a s  n i c e .  A n d  i f  y o u r  f u r n i t u r e .  .  .  i f  y o u  n e e d e d  a  n e w  l i v i n g

c o f  \ / A r 1  n n r r l r i  S O f t  O f  a S k  € a r  i f -  . F h a . '  W O U I d  C O m e  a n d  S e eI  " "  r r r v l

yours and then they sa id,  r rOkay,  yeah,  you can buy one.  We

wi l - I  get  you one. ' r  But  then they weren ' t  get t . ing anyt .h ing for

anybody except for the managers' wives and that was not very

n i ce .  So  t . hen  we  moved .  The  manager ' s  w i fe ,  I  r emember ,  Mrs .

Rebecca,  she came to see me and she sa id,  "My g,oodness,

Caro l i na ,  t hese  so fas  a re  ho r r i b le . "  They  were  o range  w i th

b ig orange f lowers.  She said,  "What  we can do is  that  we can

cu t  o f f  t he  l egs  so  t ha t  t hey  won ' t  l ook  as  h i gh . "

Bu t  t hen ,  Mr .  Humphreys ,  wh ich  f  t h ink  was  smar t ,  sa id ,

r r l  am going.  .  .  "  I  had worked for  Fr isco now for  three years

and he of fered my husband a job because i t  was a geologis t 's
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pos i t ion  there  tha t  he  cou ld  ge t .  So  we moved t .o  Fr isco .  My

parents  were  in  Fr isco .  We moved to  a  very  smal1  house,  rea l -

n ice  I i t t le  house tha t  we had.  I t  was  our  f i rs t  home.  And my

husband l - i ked  work ing  fo r  Fr isco .  He rea l1y  l i ked  i t .  In

Santa  Bdrbara  he  was an  underground geo log is t .  He keeps

j o k i n g  t h a t  w h e n  h e  g o t  t o  S a n t a  B d r b a r a . . . h e  c a m e  f r o m

Monter rey  and i t  was  a  very  long dr ive ,  a  twe lve-hour  bus

dr ive ,  w i th  a  second c l -ass  bus  tha t .  was  very ,  very  d i f f i cu l t

to  manage.  He go t  to  Par ra l_  and go t  a  tax i .  fn  the  tax i  he

g o t  t o  S a n t a  B d r b a r a .  T h e r e ' s  a  s a y i n g ,  i t s  a  l i t t . l e  s i g n

t h a t  s a y s ,  r r s a n t a  B d r b a r a . I '  A n d  i t  h a s  s o m e  t . a 1 l  b u i l d i n g s .

So my husband kept insist ing to t .he taxi  man, ' rDowntown area,

t .a l I  bu i ld ings .  "  He kept  say ing ,  r rTake me t .here .  I '  He sa id ,

" T h i s  i s  a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s .  I t ' s  a  v e r y  s m a l - l  t o w n .  "  S o  h e

said t .hat he was taken underground and he said, "No, I  have to

go back  to  Mont .e r rey .  I  can ' t .  s t .ay  here .  Th is  i s  too  much.  "

But .  he  wou ld  remember  the  bus  and he  sa id ,  " I 'm no t  leav ing

r r n l -  i  I  T  f  n r a a l  a b O U t  t h e  b U S .  t t  S O  t h e -  h o  c f  a r r a d  T h e nu v  L r r u r r  r l 9  D  u q 1  9 u  '

before he knew it,  the poor 9uy, we were married and we moved

to Fr isco.  I  was the teacher .  T got  pregnant ,  but  I  was very

lucky; my son was born in ,June and I was back in school. I

worked t i l l  the last . .  We would go f rom September to  May l ike

the Americans. And so f went back to school and we had a good

I i fe .  f t  was a good l i fe  in  Fr isco.  T had my ups and downs

because i t  was very d i f f icu l t  to  be the teacher  and l_ ive at

the same p lace wi th  i t .  My husband used to say he had no
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persona l i t y ,  no  i den t i t y ;  he  was  the  teacher ' s  husband .

We had  pa r t i es .  F r i sco  was  a  l i t t l e  more  d i f f i cu l t .

They had th is  famous,  horr ib le  dance.  The watch par ty  that

the people f rom England used to come to.  There you could

no t i ce  the  b ig ,  b ig  d i f f e rences  wh ich  I  d id  no t  g row up  w i th .

I  wasn' t  used to  that .  There you were,  accord ing to  your

posi t ion;  you would get  inv i ted to  some th ings and to  some

th ings  no .  Acco rd ing  to  you r  sen io r i t y ,  a I so ,  I  suppose .

They a lways had s i t t ing p laces for  the dance and some people

got  t .he i r  s i t t ing p lace and other  people had to  f ind a p lace

to s i t .  f  never  l iked that .  I  grew up in  a company where a l_ l_

were  impor tan t  emp loyees .  I n  F r i sco ,  ro .  F r i sco  d idn ' t  do

that .  Fr isco had two camps;  they had the camps for  the people

that .  had a h igh posi t ion and t .hey l ived in  San Antonio and

they  had  San  Lu i s .  Peop le  tha t  had  a  l ower  pos i t i on  o r  a

l -ower sa lary  l ived in  San Luis .  The homes were n ice,  but  they

didn ' t .  have the swimming pooI .  That  was the b ig d i f ference.

They d idn ' t .  have a very n ice c lub house.  And they d idn ' t  have

Mrs.  Petrucc i ,  the good cook.  They d id not  have t .he Amer ican

schoo1,  so people f rom San Luis  a lways were t ry ing to  ger  a

ra ise or  get  a  d i f ferent  pos i t ion so that  they could move in to

San Ant.onio. Then they could have t.he American school- .  Then

they could have the swimming pool .  so f  never  l iked those

dances.  I  ta l -ked to  Mrs.  Humphreys about  i t ,  but  I  was young

and r thought that everybody shoul-d be treated the same way

and  r  t hough t  t ha t . . . bu t  you  had  to  go .  They  wou ld  l i ke  ca l l -



ro l l ,  you  know.  Th is  man waq l -hara .  Mr  Humphreys '  secre tary

was there and he had to see you come in and he would wri te you

down.  La ter  i t  go t  to  where  most  o f  the  t ime a t  the  beg inn ing

peop le  wou ld  go  to  E1 Paso and buy  the i r  d resses .  Everybody

was so excj- ted about this dance and the people that.  were

coming in .  You had persona l i t ies  coming j -n  f rom Eng land,  f rom

Mex ico  C i ty ,  f rom Aust ra l ia .  We had some peop le  come in  f rom

Austral ia because there was another camp from the same company

tha t  was  j -n  Aus t ra l - ia .  Very  n ice  peop le  wou l_d  come in .  I  had

a lways  the  advantage tha t  my husband and I  cou ld  speak  Eng l ish

and tha t  we cou ld  soc ia l i ze  a  l i t . t le  more  t .han many o f  the

peop l -e  there  tha t  cou l -dn ' t .  speak  the  language,  bu t  I  s t i l1

d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t .  I  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t . .  A n d  i t  g o t  t o  a  p o i n t

where  many peop le  s ta r ted  no t  go ing  to  the  dance because o f

the  fac t .  tha t  the i r  name wasnr t  on  the  seat ing  p laces  or

b e c a u s e . . . I  d o n ' t  k n o w .  T h e y  h a d  t h e  b e s t  b a n d  a r o u n d  t h e

s ta te  o f  Ch ihuahua come to  p lay  fo r  the  dance.  They  had the

b e s t .  f o o d .  L o u i s a ,  a l w a y s . . . f  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  s h e  c o u t d  c o o k

for  a l - l  those peop le ,  f i ve  hundred or  s ix  hundred peop le .

Every th ing  was done fo r  tha t  dance.  I t  was  very  impor tan t .

People that had worked for the company for twenty-f ive years

got  a  watch ;  they  jo ined the  c lub  o f  the  ve in te  y  c inco  a f ios ,

tha t  they  used to  ca l - l  i t ,  wh ich  f  never  l i ked  i t .  Then my

husband sor t  o f  s ta r ted  hav ing  t roub le  because Mr .  Humphreys

dec ided to  re t i re .  I  th ink  he  to ld  me a t  a  watch  par ty  and I

c r i e d  a n d  c r i e d  a n d  c r i e d .



One of the things that f  have cr ied about most in my

l i f e . . . b e c a u s e  m y  m o t h e r  b y  t h e n  h a d  p a s s e d  a w a y ,  I  f o r g o t  t o

ment ion  i t .  She go t  Lupus  and she d ied  in  the  l lg l i0s  and my

dad,  fo r  a  year ,  came and my bro thers  wou ld  ea t  a t  my home.

IL  was a  d i f f i cu l t .  year ,  you  know,  I  had jus t  one baby .  I  had

to  work ;  I  worked a t  the  schoo l - .  Then there  was the  fac i l i t y

o f  Lou isa ,  so  then they  a l l -  moved in  to  ea t  w i t .h  Lou isa .  My

dad had a maid and my brothers were at home. But then my

brothers went off  to school and my dad was alone, but he woul-d

s t i l l  c o n t i n u e  e a t i n g  a t  L o u i s a t s .  I  k e p t  a n  e y e  o n  t h e  t w o

homesr  1 rou  know;  my dad 's  home and my home.

Mr. Humphreys ret i red and my husband fel t  that he was not

d o i n g  m u c h .  F o r  s o m e  r e a s o n  o r  o t . h e r ,  f r y  f r i e n d  p e n n y . . .

T h i s  i s  w h e n  m y  f r i e n d  P e n n y .  . w e  s t i l I  a r e  i n  c o n t a c t .  T h e y

come and v is j - t  me.  I  go  v is i t  them.  My f r iend  knows th is

lawyer  tha t  wants  to  s ta r t  th is  company.  My husband ge ts  a l l

en thus ias t ic  and we ' re  go ing  to  ]eave to  san Anton io  because

t .hey  were  go i -ng  to  s ta r t  expor t ing .  Th is  was the  t ime o f  the

expor t ing- impor t ing .  And I  ge t  p regnant  and I  have tw ins .  I

have them in  E l  Paso because my f i rs t  labor  was rea l Iy  bad.

When I  had my l i t t l -e boy everybody said that Dr.  euintaf la was

the  bes t  surgeon,  bu t  he  was rea l Iy  bad fo r  de l_ iver ies .  I

s a i d ,  " W h y  d i d n ' t  y o u  t e l - l  m e  b e f o r e ? "  T t  w a s  h o r r i b l e .  I t

was  hor r ib le .  So I  to ld  my husband tha t .  I  wou ld  never  ge t

p r e g n a n t -  i f  I  d o n ' t  h a v e  a  k i d  i n  t . h e  S t a t e s -  i n  a  p l a c e

where  they  know what .  they ' re  do ing .  For  us ,  where  they  know
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F \ / e r \ . z | - h i n r r  f h c . ' r r ' a t ' 6  r l n i n n  j g  t h e  S t a t e S ,I  u r r r r a Y

Where was your son born?

In  the  min ing  camp wi th  Dr .  Qu in ta f ia .

Did you have any problems during your del ivery?

Yes,  I  d id .  I t  took  me two days  and they  pu t  th is  s tup id

suero  tha t  they  used to  ca l l  i t  to  he lp  me.  .  No,  I  had a

l o t  o f  p r o b l e m s .

End of Tape One

Side  B

Beginning of Tape Two

Side A

Okay,  so  then?

W e ' r e  I e a v i n g , .  w e r r e  g o i n g  t o  l - e a v e  F r i s c o .  M y  h u s b a n d  i s

go ing  to  have th is  fan t .as t i c  job  in  San Anton io .  I  have the

tw lns .  My tw ins  are  born  in  February .  I  had to  s tay  in  E t

Paso fo r  a  month .  Rosemary  Sa lsa ,  f f i y  good f r iend  Rosemary ,

moves in to  the  camp to  be  a  teacher  there  because we jus t  have

so many k ids .  Mex icans  have more  k ids ,  so  your  schoo ls  ge t

bigger.  We had a lot  of  k ids at the camp at.  t .he school_ .  She

was teach ing  some grades  and T  was teach ing  some o ther  g rades .

r  went .  to  E l  Paso fo r  a  check-up  and had to  s tay  there  because

t h a t ' s  w h e n  t h e y  f o u n d  o u t  I  h a d  t w i n s .

How fa r  a1ong were  you?
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Eight months. And I had three doctors; two were American

doctors and one was Mexican. Nobody knew f was going to have

twins.  That  was st . range.  I  had my twins there.  I t  was very

expensive because they were twins. Then I came home. I had

a b igger  house now;  f  got  a  b igger  house because my fami ly  was

growing. I never thought we would move out of t .here. My dad

was there,  but .  then my husband was very. . .  Another  man came

into our  l - ives;  Mr.  Escudero,  who I  had known a l l  my l i fe ,

became the manager .  He had wai ted to  be t .he manager  a l l  h is

l - i fe  and now he was the manager .  His  wi fe  was a very n ice

person who I loved very much, but she had the Mexican thing of

managing people.  Mrs.  Madraso,  who my mother  loved so much

and was such a dear  f r iend of  my mother ,  when she was the

manager ' s  w i fe  t . he re  were  l i t t l e  t h ings  tha t .  somet imes  sound

so r id icu lous.  she woul -d te l l -  them how they should dress,

what  k ind of  l ipst ick  they shoul -d use.  .  .  that  they should a l - l

rook so n ice.  They were in ter fer ing so much in  you personal

l i f e  t ha t  i t .  was  caus ing  a  l o t  o f  sL ress .  Mrs .  Escudero  was

a very n ice woman,  but  she was a lso very outspoken.  I t .  was

very d i f ferent  f rom Mrs.  Humphreys.  Mrs.  Humphreys was a lways

considered r ike she was stuck-up.  some people thought  she

d idn ' t  ca re ,  bu t  she  a lways  kep t  he r  mou th  shu t ;  she  d idn , t .

wanL  to  have  p rob rems ,  she  wourdn ' t  i n te r fe re .  r f  you  wou ld

go wi th  her  you would have the n icest  chats wi th  her  because

you cou1d ta lk  about  everyth ing.

Now the camps were get t ing to  goss ip ing.  They forgot
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about  th is  kn i t t ing when they used to kn i t ,  or  about  the book

club I  knew went  on when I  was a k id ,  and the cooking.  In

Fr isco everybody was a very good cook,  so r  learned to cook.

But .  iL  was real ly  funny some people wouldn ' t  share the i r

rec ipes.  Would you bel j -eve that? But  I  was a teacher  and I

d idn ' t  know that  because f  share anyth ing that  I  know.  So

then everybody would come to my house so they could teach us

how to do it  because r had gotten her to teach us how to do

i t .  Tha t  happened  a  few  t imes .  I  d idn ' t  r ea l i ze  i t  un t i l

la ter .  They sa id,  "She would never  have g iven us the rec ipe

i f  you  hadn ' t  asked . "  So  t hey  we re  a l - l  qu i t e  n i ce .  The re

were a few that  gave me some problems in  school .

Rosemary was work ing wi th  me and I  went  back to  teaching.

I  d idn ' t  breast . feed my twins,  but  I  would g ive them t .he i r

bott le in my porch. They would come up and I would give my

reading c lass or  my mathemat ics c1ass,  or  whatever .  The k ids

were coming back and for th  f rom the school .  I t  was rwo

minutes or  f ive minuLes f rom my house.  We woul_d manage i t

l - ike that .  But  then my husband decides that  we,re leav ing and

i t  doesn ' t  wo rk  ou t  t o  work  i n  San  An ton io .  By  then  I -  guess

wha t -  I  p lay  ca rds .  f  1ea rned  to  p lay  poke r ,  bu t  I  wou ld  j us t

do it .  on Wednesdays. We had so much fun. There were s j_xteen

of us and you would do two tables. They were always very

nice.  when r  would get  there i f  there were more on one tab le

they wou1d swi tch so I  could jo in  a group.  But  I  would only

do i t  on that  day.  A11 t .he rest ,  I  th ink,  d id  i t  whenever
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they coul -d.  They were the b ig poker  p layers.  T l iked i t .  I t

re laxed me.  I  l iked i t . .  In  the summert ime a f r iend and I

would rea11y make use of  the swimming pooI .  We would swim.

We would take our kids swimming. The twins were always with

me and f i t t le  LaIo,  f f iy  o l -dest  son.  Mrs.  Barss6 was at  the

camp.  Then Mrs.  Barss6 le f t  and f  missed her  so much.  Then

Mrs .  Garc ia  moved  to  E I  Paso  and  she  wasn ' t  a round .

There were a lo t  o f  changes;  there was more of  the

Mexicanizat ion and j - t  happened to Fr isco,  too.  Some Mexican

bought  i t .  They were get t ing a lo t  o f  people f rom other

p laces coming in to the camp.  Mr.  Humphreys was just  smart

enough  to  sdy ,  ' r JL rs  t ime  fo r  me  to  l eave .  "  So  he  l _e f t  and

Mr .  Escudero  s tayed .  Th ings  go t  a  l i t t l e  d i f f e ren t .  I  s tayed

for one more year. Then f moved out and went as far as

Parra l .  My husband went  to  work in  a min ing camp,  Ld

Dominc ia .  I t  was  a  ho r r i b l e  p l ace .

What  was the name of  i t?

La Dominc ia.  fL  belonged to DuPont .  That  was by the Big

Bend.  But ,  by now,  the new min ing companies,  even Fr isco,

were changing the concept  of  the co lony because i t  was very

expensive and i t  was not  a  good idea.  As I  see i t ,  i t  was the

best  idea.  People s tayed in  those min ing camps because of  the

fac i l i t i es  o f  t he  m in ing  camp.  They  had  one  and  F r i sco  had

another  one.  There was some p lace in  sonora that  people woutd

go for  t .wo months and leave because there werenr t  any good

school -s ,  they d idn ' t  have swimming poo]s,  they d idn ' t  have the
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t enn i s  cou r t s ,  t hey  d idn ' t  have  the  bow l ing  a I1ey .  The re

wasnr t  anyth ing for  the women to do and i f  the women are

unhappy they just  get  rest less and want  to  move ouL.  They

didn 'L have hospi ta l  fac i l i t , ies.  So th is  new min ing cdrr rpr

DuPont, was going to be a nightmare, but I had t.o go. But my

husband d idn ' t  go there;  he decided to  go to  another  min ing

camp,  to  another  p lace on h is  way to  Guadala jara.  For  the

f i rs t  t ime in  h is  l i fe  and in  my l i fe  there was th is  Amer ican

that  was l ike the foreman.  He fe l t  compet i t ion wi th  my

husband and he made h is  I i fe  very d i f f icu l t .  They had to  lay

of f  my husband.  The man d idn ' t  want  h im there,  so he came

back  to  F r i sco .  I  was  s t i l l  l i v i ng  i n  F r i sco  and  my  dad  was

s t i l - l  t he re  because  I  had  to  f i n i sh  the  schoo l  yea r .  I  d idn ' t

fee l  as comfor tab le any more.  r  fe l t  that  r  should leave as

soon as school was out, so r rented a house in parral and my

husband went to work for a lumber company. My twins were two

years  o ld .

Af ter  work ing and l iv ing e ight  years in  Fr isco,  but

work ing n ine years,  we moved in to the town.  I  was verv

unhappy in  the beginning because r  d idn ' t  have the green and

r  d idn ' t  have the b ig home.  r  went  t .o  work now for  coNALEp

System. I  was teaching e lementary school .  The school

con t i nued  i n  F r i sco ,  bu t  i t  d idn ' t  l as t  ve ry  1ong .  The

manager 's  daughter  was g iv ing c lasses now.  she had been my

student .  Now many of  my students by th is  t ime were going to

h igh school  or  the univers i ty .  r  have a lways been so proud of
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al l -  o f  my students.  They have a lways kept  in  contact  wi th  me.

f have many good things to say about al_l of them, but one of

them was  the  B r i t os '  k i ds ,  t hey  moved  ou t  t o  E I  paso .  I t  was

the f i rs t  t ime that  we real - l -y  knew j - f  our  k ids f rom the min ing

school  could make i t  in  an a l l -Engl ish envi ronment .  Of

cou rse ,  t hey  d id .  The  B r i t o ' s  k ids  were  ve ry  smar t  and  they

d id .  Magg ie  w i l l  g radua te  f rom MrT  lMassachuse t t s  I ns t i t u te

of  TechnologyJ in  .Tune.  she was an honor  s tudent  in  El -  paso

and they in terv iewed her .  They d id many th ings wi_th her

because she was so outs tanding.  she sa id to  the newspaper ,

the El Paso Times, that I was t.he person that had made a 1ot

o f  d i f f e rence  i n  he r  l i f e .  r  j us t  t augh t  he r  f o r  t h ree  yea rs

because they moved out .  My f r iend,  penney,  who works in  EI

Paso Publ ic  Schools  ca l led me and said,  r ryou have a job here.

, rust  move 1n here wi th  that  good publ ic i ty .  "  Her  mother  asked

her ,  "Who was Mrs.  Garza? Who was that  teacher? you never

had  a  Mrs .  Garza . "  She  sa id ,  "She  was  my  teacher  a t  t he

camp. I '  She sa id,  "Margar i ta ,  she taught  you for  three years

you  know . "  I  don t t  know . . . I  r ea l l y  made  a  d i f f e rence .  I

rea l ly  want  to  go to  her  graduat . ion at  Mrr .  Another  marr ied

an Amer ican and she wrote to  me that  i f  i t  hadn' ! t  been for  my

English she coul-d have never met and been abte to communicate

wi th th is  wonder fur  man.  some others of  my students never

cont inued to go t .o  the s tates,  but  they do know Engl ish and

t .hey do g ive Engl ish c l -asses.  Many of  them have had economic

problems l ike everybody has and,  I  th ink,  that  has hel_ped
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them. r  rea l ly  fee l -  that  the company doing that  for  the i r

employees was very good.  But  r  s t i l r  keep in  contact  wi th  my

fr iends in  El -  Oro and f  go p lay cards.  I  go v is i t  my dad

every Fr iday.

Where does your daddy l ive?

He l- ives in the camp and I l ive in parral. Every Friday at

one o 'c lock af ter  work my k ids and I  would quick ly  go v is i t  my

fa the r  and  spend  the  weekend  the re ,  so  r  d idn ' t  l ose  con tac t .

Things were changing.  Mr.  Escudero real ly  pepped up the camp.

He f ixed i t  rea l  n ice.  That  camp was l - ike nature and Mr.

Humphreys d idn ' t  work too much on i t ,  but  Mr.  Escudero d id.

He put  up a lo t  o f  t rees.  I f  the houses were empt .y  he had

gardeners take care of  th ings.  He was good for  the camp,  but

there were some problems.  r  used to  p lay cards wi th  them and

Mrs.  Humphreys gave me a concejo,  adv ice:  rCarro,  1rou should

never  p lay cards-  I  never  have p layed-  because i t  makes you

ve ry  compe t i t i ve .  ' r  A t  t . ha t  t ime  o f  my  l i f  e  I  d idn ' t

understand i t ,  but  la ter  I  saw i t .  When people pfay cards

they  can  become so  compe t i t i ve  and  l ose  f r i endsh ips .  Tha t ' s

what  they were doing and i t  was real ly  causing problems.  I

neve r  p layed  ca rds  fo r  t ha t .  r  do  i t  f o r  soc ia l i z i ng  and  fo r

having fun.  Mrs.  Barcena,  r  woul -d go there every wednesday

and  p lay  ca rds .  Then  she ,  so r t  o f ,  cou ldn ' t  go  any  more ,  bu t ,

I  had my dad so I  would go.  Then they swi tched i t  to

Saturdays because I  could go on Saturdays.  f  s t i l l  have my

group.  Many of  them are gone.
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Then  Mr .  Dys te r (? )  became the  manager .  Mr .  Escudero ,

they played somethi-ng very bad on him; on a Sunday they got

r id  of  h im.  You know, i t  was real ly  funny how a l l  these

people got  f i red and i t  was real -1y hard on them. r t  was very

t raumat ic  for  so many of  them that  they suddenly  d idn ' t  have

a  j ob .  They  were  pa id  o f f  ve ry  we I I .  F r i sco  pa id  you  o f f

very wel l .  But  i t  seems to me that .  the t ime came for

everybody and then it  came for Mr. Escudero. r have a very,

very specia l  l -ove for  Mrs.  Escudero because she was the woman

who helped us when my mother  d ied and r  rea11y apprec iate her .

r  taught  her  k ids and r  l -ove them very much.  r  do Lhink i f

she,  maybe,  had not  in ter fered so much wi th  the women she

woul-dn ' t  have suf fered so much because everybody was

suf fer ing.  Everybody was get t ing upset  wi th  everybody.  Then

many peopre got  ra id  of  f  .  r  s t . i l - t  see some of  those f  r iends

that  got  la id  of f .  They moved in to parrar .  some of  them

moved to where they came f rom. r t 's  incredib le  how some of

them have not been abl-e to forget. the mining camp. The mining

camp for them was t.he best thing that happened to them. some

of  them because they grew up there.  They marr ied a miner  and

just  s tayed in  that  min ing camp.  Some of  them, they s t i l l

t a l k  abou t  i t .  f 'm  so  happy  tha t  I  l _ i ved  the re ,  bu t  f 'm  so

happy  now tha t  r  have  ano the r  l i f e .  f t , s  d i f f e ren t .  r  have

my f r iends,  but  r  th ink some people have real Iy  suf fered that .

they moved f rom the mining camps. Now r go back and ar-l- of

t hem a re  rea l . l  r r  r r r r l  r r  t -  ho  ' r r i n i ng  Camps .  The fe 'S  nOt .  enOUgh

43



money to keep them going.  Pr ie ta lost  the l -ake and lost  the

water. Every t ime that my fr iends come we go out and we look

at  p laces.  we remember and we feer  very sad that  i t  is  not .  as

i t  used to  be,  but  I  th ink that  i t  happens in  everyth ing.  f

th ink r  was very for tunate to  grow up l ike r  d id  because r

s t i l l  have my f r j -ends that  have helped me.  That ,s  as much as

f  can say on min ing camps.  r ' |m very sorry  that  they l -ost  the

g lamour . . . t ha t  peop le  go t  con fused .  A Iso  wha t  happened  i s

many people who moved int.o t.he mining camps did not have the

educat . ion to  l ive in  a communi ty .  They d id not .  apprec iate i t .

They  d idn ' t  t ake  ca re  o f  t he  homes ,  t hey  d idn ' t  t ake  ca re  o f

the swimming pool ,  so then they s tar ted c los ing everyth ing on

them.  They  s ta r ted  c los ing  the  poo Is .  Mr .  Dys te r  had  to

issue many,  many ru les because the two camps jo ined together .

They took away the "Berr in  warr  .  "  That . ts  what  we used to ca l - l -

i t  as a joke.  Too many people in  one p lace somet imes just

can ' t  manage  i t .

I  was there a few days ago;  now,  i t 's  not  wel_t  taken

ca re  o f  .  Peop le  don ' t  soc ia l -  j - ze .  You  don ' t  see  anybody  ou t

on the s t reets .  Before we were a lways at .  the swimming pool  or

hav ing  a  p i cn i c  o r  a  pa r t y . . . soc ia l - : - z : ' ng .  Now they  don ' t  t ake

advan tage  o f  t he  on ry  one  tha t ' s  l e f t . .  He re  i n  p r i e t . a  the re ' s

few homes. The manager there f met. him when we were young.

when we got  out  o f  school  he l ived in  santa Bdrbara.  He,s one

of  the few people t .hat  r  have seen who has cont inued to work

fo t  m in ing  compan ies .  Hers  a  mechan ica l_  eng inee r ,  I  t h ink .
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He has t r ied so much to restore the p lace and br ing back that

good image of La Prieta because in the community i t  was people

who used to go up there for  v is i t ing who used to just  love

tha t  p lace .  He ' s  t r y ing  to  do  someth ing  fo r  i t .  I  have  no

contact  wi th  Santa Bdrbara now.  I  don ' t  even know anybody

that  l ives there anymore.  I  haven' t  gone there for  a  long

t ime,  but  now what  they d id do was that  they t r ied to  g ive an

ident i ty  to  the towns as min ing towns.  These were t .he o l -dest

towns in  the s tate.  santa BS.rbara is  the o ldest  town in  the

state.  The government  s tar ted these programs because so many

employees got  la id  of f .  They d idn ' t .  know what  to  do wi th  a l l

these people.  They s tar ted programs to get  jobs for  them and

t .hey f ixed the i r  homes.  That 's  about .  a l - I  I  can te I l  you.

Okay. How about i f  we stop for today then?

Yeah .

' l ' h : n k  r r n r r  f n r  r r n r r r  l -  i  m a

You ' re  we l - come ,

End of fnterview
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