
University of Texas at El Paso University of Texas at El Paso 

ScholarWorks@UTEP ScholarWorks@UTEP 

Combined Interviews Institute of Oral History 

5-14-1996 

Interview no. 912 Interview no. 912 

Kathryn Byrd 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews 

 Part of the Oral History Commons, and the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Interview with Kathryn Byrd by Michelle G. Benavides, 1996, "Interview no. 912," Institute of Oral History, 
University of Texas at El Paso. 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Institute of Oral History at ScholarWorks@UTEP. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Combined Interviews by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@UTEP. 
For more information, please contact lweber@utep.edu. 

https://scholarworks.utep.edu/
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/oral_history
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F912&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1195?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F912&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F912&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lweber@utep.edu


B :

Mining in  Mexico
Ora l  H i s to rY  P ro jec t

KathrYn BYrd
by Michel - Ie  G.  Benavides

M a Y  9 ,  ! 4 ,  1 - 9 9 6

This is an interview wit .h Kathryn Byrd. The interview, by

Michet l -e  Benav ides ,  i s  par t  o f  the  Min ing  in  Mex ico  Ora l

H is to ry  Pro jec t .  The in t .e rv iew is  tak ing  p lace  a t  the  home o f

M r s .  B y r d  a t  5 0 3 0  A c a c i a ,  L a s  C r u c e s ,  N e w  M e x i c o .  T o d a y ' s

date  is  May 9 ,  1 -996.  Okay ,  everyLh ing  seems to  be  in  work ing

order ,  so  I  guess  we can make a  go  o f  i t .  Be fore  I  s ta r t

ask ing  you about  your  exper iences  in  min ing  camps,  Mrs .  Byrd ,

perhaps we can start .  by having you share with us a bi t  of

b iograph ica l  in fo rmat ion .  I f  you  can te1 l  me when and where

w e r e  y o u  b o r n ,  P l e a s e .

f  w a s  b o r n  i n  S a v a n n a h ,  G e o r g i a ,  A p r i l ' 7 , 1 9 2 8 '

Was your  fami ly  o r ig ina l l y  f rom Savannah?

No. My father was from Flor ida and my mother was from New

M e x i c o .  M y  f a t . h e r  c a m e  t o  N e w  M e x i c o  i n  t h e  [ 1 9 ]  2 0 s ,  I  d o n ' t

know the exact d.ate, br inging a tubercufar younger brother

w i th  h im.  In  those days  i t  was  fe l - t  tha t  tubercu los is

pat ien ts  wou ld  have a  be t te r  chance o f  surv iva f  in  th is

c l imat .e .  He d idn ' t .  surv ive .  My fa ther  s tayed fo r  severa l

years .  He worked fo r  the  h ighway depar tment .  He was an

encr i  neer .  a l  so  a  r : i  w ' i  I  en . t ' i  nAFr  He met  my mother  and theng l r y r f r g u !  t  a L o v t  s  9 r v ! r

he re tu rned to  F lo r ida .  I  guess  they  had a  long-d isLance
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cour tsh ip .  She went  to  F lo r ida

why they were in Savannah, but

b o r n  t h e r e .

What  was your  fa ther 's  name?

J O n n  L o p e z .

John L6pez?

Y a q

And your  mother 'g  name?

Jesse Schmalhousen.

and mar r ied  h im.  I  don ' t  know

I know they were because I  was

K :

How do you spel l  her l -ast name?

S - C - H - M - A - L - H - A - U - S - E - N .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  e n o u g h ,  h e r  f a t h e r  w a s

the  super in tendent  o f  consLruc t ion  o f  E lephant .  But te  Dam.  She

grew up a t  E lephant  But te  Dam because i t  took  many years  to

cons t rucL .  She went  to  g rade schoo l  a t  E lephant  But t .e  Dam in

a  one- room schoo l  house.  La ter ,  a f te r  t .he  dam was bu i1 t ,  they

moved to  E l  Paso.  My grandfa ther  was invo lved j -n  cons t ruc t ion

p r o j e c t s  i n  M e x i c o ,  b u l  h e  l e f t  t h e  f a m i l y  i n  E l  P a s o .  M y

mother  went  t .o  E l  Paso H igh  Schoo1 and to  Texas  Western

C o l l e g e .  I t  w a s  a  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  w h e n  s h e  w e n t  t h e r e .

W e I l ,  s h e  w a s  a  ] o c a l  g i r l  t h e n ?

Y e s ,  s h e  w a s .

So she moved back  to  New Mex ico  and tha t ' s  where  she met

your  fa ther?

No, then my father and my mother went back to New Mexico.

I t ' s  r e a l l y  s t r a n g e .  M y  f a t h e r ' s  n a m e  i s  L 6 p e z  a n d ,  o f

course ,  he  d idn ' t  speak  any  Span ish  because the  Span iards  who
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se t t led  in  F lo r ida  those many centur ies  ago had long s ince

ceased to  speak  Span ish .  None o f  them know any  Span ish .  So

he comes to New Mexico where everybody expected him to speak

Span ish  and he  cou ldn ' t .  My mot .her ,  Schmalhousen,  was the  New

Mex ico  g i r l  and  my fa ther  ,  L6pez ,  was  the  one f rom the  Eas t .

So t .ha t  was  ra ther  s t range.

That 's  someth ing .  I  guess  they  gave h im a  hard  t ime fo r  no t

speak ing  Span ish?

Yes,  they  d id .  Not  on ly  tha t ,  bu t  in  those days ,  I  remember

he tol-d me on the way over his brother was so i t1 and he

worked h is  way over  to  New Mex ico .  He d idn ' t  have any  money.

He had a car and he woul-d stop and he would get a j  ob and he

would work long enough to get them enough money to go on a

l - i t t le  f  a r ther  to  ge t  to  New Mex ico .  He s topped j -n  Texas  and

wenL to  app ly  fo r  a  job .  My fa ther  was,  you  know,  fa i r  w i th

haze l -  eyes ,  and had what  he  ca l led  a  Roman nose.  ( laughs)  He

a p p l i e d  f o r  a  j o b  a n d  t h e y  s a i d ,  r r Y e s ,  w €  n e e d  a n  e n g i n e e r

r igh t  now.  "  Then when he  t .o ld  them h is  name,  they  sa id ,  "Oh

[ o ,  w e  c a n t t  h i r e  y o u . "  B e c a u s e  h i s  n a m e  w a s  L 6 p e z So he

went  to  anot .her  p lace  and he  used a  d i f fe ren t  name.  He used

a fami ly  name,  Rut ledge,  and,  o f  course ,  they  h i red  h im r igh t

away. So not only did he have a hard t ime for not being able

t .o  speak  Span ish ,  buL he  had a  hard  t ime s imp ly  because o f  a

name in  those days ,  because o f  the  H ispan ic  name.

Did he ever tal-k about that much?

f  know he d idn ' t .  l i ke  l i v inq  in  the  West  because o f  tha t He
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fel t  out.  of  place. He and my mother were divorced when I  was

in  my ear ly  teens .  Then he  went  back  to  F lo r ida  and he  s tayed

t h e r e .

Whereabouts  in  F lo r ida?

W e s t  P a l m  B e a c h .

When they divorced did your mom go back to El Paso?

No.  She d idn ' t .  go  back  to  E I  Paso.  When they  d j -vorced we

were  l i v ing  in  T  or  C lT ru th  o r  Consequences ,  New Mex ico ]  and

my mother  s ta r t .ed  work ing  as  a  we l fa re  worker ,  You know,  a

c a s e  w o r k e r  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  d e p a r t m e n t .  T h a t ' s  w h a t  s h e  d i d .

T , : f e r  o n  a f f e r  w e  c h i l d r e n -  I  h a v e  a  b r o t h e r  a n d  a  S i s t . e r -v L L  I

were grown and gone she remarried a man from here, from Las

Cruces,  who actual ly  taught  at  the Univers i ty .  And he d ied

qui te  a long t ime ago.  I  th ink about  over  twenty years dgo,

twen ty  f i ve  yea rs  ago .  She ' s  l i ved  he re  eve r  s ince .

So where  d id  you a t tend grade schoo l?

In  what  was then Hot  Spr ings ,  New Mex ico .

T r u t h  o r  C o n s e q u e n c e s .

I n  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  a l - s o ?

Par t  o f  i t .  Then a t  tha t  t ime my mother

the  Socor ro  o f f i ce .  Then I  spent  a  year

fa ther ,  f ry  jun io r  year .  My sen io r  year  I

f in ished h igh  schoo l .  Then I  came here  to

C r u c e s .

NMSU [New Mex ico  Sta te  Un ivers i  t -w l  ?

Y e s .  S t a t e  C o I l - e q e .

I t  is now known as

was t ransferred to

in  F lor ida wi th  my

came back here and

col lege here in  Las
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And what did you study?

WeI l ,  ac tua I Iy ,  I  changed my major  f requent ly .

D o n ' L  w e  a l l - ?

H a v e n ' t  w e  a l l ?  I  d i d n ' t  g e t  m y  d e g r e e ,  b u t  I  e n d e d  u p  w i t h

e d u c a t i o n .  T h e n  I  d i d  t e a c h .

Here  in  Las  Cruces?

No.  I  taught  in  Socor ro .  That ' s  when f  met  my husband.  He

w a s  g o i n g  t o  s c h o o l  t h e r e .

Here at NMSU?

N o ,  a t  S o c o r r o .  A n d  I  w a s  t e a c h i n g .

How did you meet him?

How did r  meet  h im? Now, th is  should be rea11y memorable,

shouldn ' t  i t?  How did I  meet  h im? I  wished vou had asked

him t .hat  instead of  me because.  .  .

He may t .e I I  me a d i f ferent  s tory .  ( jok ing ly)

Then he could be the one that can be embarrassed for not

remember ing.  You know, I  don ' t  remember how f  met .  h im.

Tha t ' s  okay .

Tha t ' s  t e r r i b l y  un roman t i c ,  i sn ' t  i t ?

You' l l -  remember,  probably  af ter  r  l -eave,  and you can ca l l  me

back and te l - l -  me.

r r m  a n . i n n  f n  a s k  h i m  i f  h e  r e m e m b e r s .  I ' l _ 1  b e t  h e  d o e s n ' tY v r r r : J

r e m e m b e r ,  e i t h e r .

Wel - l ,  d id  you have a  long cour tsh ip?

W e l 1 ,  I  t h i n k  s o .  A b o u t  t h r e e  y e a r s .

T h a t  s e e m s  t o  b e  a  l o n q  t i m e .
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K : Yeah .  I t  i s ,  espec ia l l y  s ince  un t i ke  these  days  i t  was  t ru l y

a cour tsh ip,  you know, and noth ing e l -se.  ( laughs)

So you had your  cour tsh ip in  Socorro?

Yes .  We wen t  t oge the r  f o r  t h ree  yea rs .

Was  i t  l ove  aL  f i r s t  s i gh t?

Oh ,  oo ,  no .  I  l i ked  h i s  roommate .

Who was his roommate? Do you remember his name?

wel l - ,  I  d idn, t  l - ike h im that  much.  Yeah,  I  remember h is  name,

Dave.  The t rouble was that  Bob,  lmy husband] .  had a car  and

Dave  d idn ' t .  Dave  had  to  bo r row  Bob 's  ca r  eve ry  t ime  we  wen t

out  and i t  got  k ind of .  .  .  somet imes Bob wanted h is  car  for

h imset f .  So i t  got  to  be too much t rouble and I  dec ided to  go

s t ra igh t  t o  where  the  ca r  was .  ( I aughs )

So you cour ted in  Socorro?

Um-hmm.

And he was studying engineering at that Lime?

Tha t ' s  r i gh t .

What  k ind of  engineer ing?

Min ing .

Mining engineering. So do you remember when he proposed to

you?

I  don ' t  remember exact ly  when,  but  I  remember what  he sa id.

He said,  "You wouldn ' t  want  to  marry  me,  woul -d you?' r  And I

sa id ,  "Oh ,  yes  f  wou ld .  "  ( l aughs )

So that  was h is  formal  proposal?

Yes ,  t ha t ' s  abou t  as  roman t i c  as  he  ge ts  usua11y .
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And what happened after that?

oh,  I  don ' t  know how Iong i t  was af ter  that ,  maybe another

year  before we got  marr ied,  maybe s ix  mOnths,  I  don 'L remember

how long i t  was.  Then he st i l l  had to  f in ish up h is  senior

year  at  school - .  I  was teaching.  And when he graduated,  he

wen t  t o  Mex ico .  He  wen t  t o  cha rcas ,  I san  Lu i s  Po tos i ,

Mex ico l  .

Did you have any idea when you married him he was going to be

a min ing engineer? That  you would end up in  such a far  away

p lace?

No.  I  don ' t  th ink I  thought  about  i t  that  much.  But  I  know

when we f ina l ly-  I  was h is  secretary.  So when i t  was h is

senior  year  and we were wr i t ing look ing for  a  job we both

became more in terested in  the fore ign of fers  than the others.

We decided then that  i t  would be fun to  go fore ign.  Once we

n a f  f  l - r - r -  l - r r r n  W e  w e r e n ' t  t O O  i n t e r e S t e d  i n  d O m e S t i C  O f f e r S .
Y U U  u l l q L  v * Y  r

So you went  and l j -ved  in  Charcas .  And he  was work ing  fo r

r ^ r l - r - i  a h  m i  n  i  n a  a n m n : n r r ?
w I r ! e r r  t r t r r l r r r : J  v v r l r y s l r ) '  .

Amer ican Smel t . ing ,  AS&R lAmer ican Smel t ing  and Ref  in ing

^ ^ * *  -  * - . 1\-L/ruvarry I  .

Once he was o f fe red  a  pos i t ion ,  how much t i -me was there  un t i l

you lef t  t .o go down there? Do you remember?

Oh,  maybe a  coup le  o f  months ,  f  don ' t  remember  exac t ly .

Was t .here any preparat ion invol-ved? Were you told just to

show up here  a t  such and such a  da te?

They senL us  some in fo rmat ion  on  what  to  take  and no t  to  t .ake .
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Needless to  sd l r  we had very l i t t l -e  to  take.  we d idn ' t  have

any furn i ture or  anyth ing l - ike that .  So we just  took our

pe rsona l  possess ions  and  ou r  housekeep ing  th ings ,  wh ich  we 'd

rece i ved  fo r  wedd ing  p resen ts .  You  know,  tha t ' s  essen t i a l l y

wha t  we  took  w i th  us .

Were you able t .o  speak to  anyone before you le f t  that  had been

there?

Not  there,  but  in  Socorro I  d id  speak to  a couple of  people

who had l ived in South America about what foreign l iving was

1ike.  I  don ' t  t .h ink I  t .a lked to  anyone who had been in

Mex ico .

Did they give any good words of advice t.hat you heeded?

Wel l ,  f  got  some pret ty  dumb advice f rom one of  them. She

+ ' ^1  J  - l r a  qa  i  j  l tV r r r l  kn r ^ r r ^ r  t / r - \ l l  j nn  t  , 1 -  r ^72n i -  f  hom . (
LO j_o .  f r e  ,  S r re  /  f  v s  r  !  v s  paw lng  .

When you pack your  boxes you don' t  want  those custom

inspectors pawing t.hrough al l  your stuff because they have

l ight  f ingers.  They ' I l  take t .h ings.  What  you got  to  do is

put  on top of  them a whole 1ot  o f  sani tary  napkins,  which wi l l -

disconcert them so much t.hat. they wil l-  leave your things

a l -one .  "  We1 l ,  i t  d idn ' t  d i sconce r t  t hem a t  a l l .  You  know,

they opened up the boxes and they saw th is  fu l l  layer  of

san i ta ry  napk ins .  I  t h ink  they  immed ia te l y  became susp ic ious .

They cer ta j -n ly  went  through everyth ing.  In  fact . ,  we d id have

quite a few things stol-en on our way down when we wenL to

Charcas .  A t  Charcas  i t  was  p re t t y  i so la t .ed . . .

Coul-d you more or less tel- l- me where?

B :

V .

B :
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K :  f n  S a n  L u i s  P o t o s i ,  i n  t h e  d e a d  c e n t e r  o f  M e x i c o ,  i n  t h e  d e a d

c e n t e r  o f  M e x i c o .

How did you get to Charcas?

WeI l ,  we probably  f lew t .o  San Luis .  I  don ' t  remember t 'hat .

But the only way in and out of Charcas was by train. That was

the only way to get in and out of Charcas. We went on t.he

t ra in .  And at  that  t . ime they had the wonder fu l  Agui la  Azteca

t ra in  tha t  t rave l l - ed  f rom Mex ico  C i t y  t o  Kansas  C i t y . . . t he  way

t ra ins  shou ld  rea l1y  be .

What  was i t  l ike?

Oh,  i t .  was so luxur ious.  The d in ing room was just  wonder fu l ,

you know, wi th  the cr isp,  whi te  tab lec loths and the l inen

napkins and t .he wonder fu l  food.  I t  was decorated.  The t ra in

was  a  work  o f  a r t  i t se l f .  I t  was  deco ra ted  beau t i f u l l y .  O f

course,  o l r r  r ide on the t ra in  was very shor t .  f  can ' t

remember how long, maybe a couple of hours from San Luis to

Charcas.  I  canr t  remember for  sure.  I  remember my f i rs t

s igh t  o f  Charcas .  I  r ea l l y  d idn ' t  know wha t  t o  expec t ,  excep t

I  expected everyth ing would be much more pr imi t ive for  us than

we act .ua l1y found i t .  I  was surpr ised at  the ameni t ies that

were of fered in  the min ing camp because I  expected to  be

real1y roughing i t .

I  got  o f f  the t ra in  and on t .he hor izon is  th is  mounta in

over  Charcas.  And I  looked at  th is  mounta in and there was

th i s  so r t  o f  a  sc r i p t  on  i t ,  o r  some so r t  o f  l egend ,  t ha t  I

could see had been worn away over the years. You know, in my

B

K
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mind I  just  p ic tured some wonder fu l  anc ient  Ind ian r i tua l

going on up there,  so f  was fasc inated by th is  mounta in.  We

go t  i n to  Charcas .  We were  me t ,  o f  cou rse ,  d t  t he  s ta t i on -  f

don ' t  remember who met  us now but  my f i rs t  quest . ion was,  " f

have to know about. that mountain- i t  is so intr iguing to me-

and  abou t  t he  l egend  tha t ' s  i nsc r i bed  on  i t ,  and  the

s igni f icance of  i t  a l l .  .  .  the ceremonies that  musL have been

involved.  "  And he sa id,  r rWhat  mounta in are you ta lk ing

abou t? "  And  f  sa id ,  "We l I ,  t ha t  moun ta in .  Tha t  moun ta in

r i gh t  t he re . "  "Oh , "  he  sa id ,  " you  mean  Peps i -Co la  Moun ta in . "

And  I  sa id ,  "Peps i -Co1a  Moun la in? "  He  sa id ,  "Yeah ,  t ha t  says

Peps i -Co l -a  on  i t ,  bu t  i t ' s  been  ra in ing  a  l o t  1a te l y  and  they

haven ' t  r epa in ted  i t  t h i s  yea r . "  So  t ha t  was  my  f i r s t  r ea l l y

b ig d isappointment .  From then on f  learned not  to  expect

th ings  to  be  too  exo t i c  o r  t . oo  unc i v i l i zed .  They  ce r ta in l y

we ren ' t  .

What were t.he housing arrangements l ike?

The main thing about. the housing arrangement. .  .  the houses were

comfor tab le,  but .  the newesl ,  lowest  person on the to tem-pole

go t  t he  wors t  house ,  o f  cou rse .  The  j un io r  eng inee r  a lways

got  the worst  house.  Each job had a house t .hat  went  wi th  i t .

There was a real  h ierarchy in  t .he min ing co lonies t .hen and

where  wor r  
' l  

i r r cd  dcnendcd  nn  the  i n l r  vc r r r r  hUSband  had .  I  t h i nk

i t  probably  set t l -ed a lo t  o f  problems because i t  was just

taken for  granted.  I f  your  husband had that  job you got .  that

house and there was no two wavs about i t .  The houses were

10
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comfo r tab le ;  ha rdwood  f l oo rs ,  t i n  roo fs ,  we l l - cons t ruc ted ,

I i t t 1e  ga rdens . . .mos t  o f  us  had  vege tab le  ga rdens  as  we l - l  and ,

of  course,  we a l - l  had gardeners which makes i t  easy to  garden.

AI t  the houses had maid 's  guar ters .  AI1 the houses were

furn ished wi th  the most  God-awfu l  furn i ture.  I  te l1  You,  i t

was  rea l l y  I ousy ,  t he  fu rn i t u re ,  t ha t r s  t rue .  Fo r  t ha t  t i -me ,

the bathrooms were modern.  Our  f i rs t  house that  we l ived in ,

the bathroom was larger than the l iving room. The l iving room

was the smal lest  room in our  house.  I t  was probably  Lhe s ize

o f  t h i s  room t .ha t  we ' re  i n  now.  One  o f  my  p ieces  o f  f u rn i t u re

that  was g iven to  me was an overstuf fed chai r  that  was so

large that ,  a l though only  one person could s i t  in  i t ,  i t  took

up half the l- iving room. The bathroom was huge. I swear the

ba th room was  rea l I y ,  rea I l y  b ig .  I t  was  so  b ig  tha t  t ha t ' s

where we kept our baby chickens when we f irsL got them. And

we had t .hem in a great  b j -g  box- l ike th ing.  I t  was a heat .er .

And  i t  was  p re t . t y  coo l -  i n  Charcas .  I t ' s  a t  a  p re t t y  h igh

a l t i t ude .  I t  was  a lways  coo l  t he re . . . neve r  go t  ho t .  I t  neve r

a n f  r , n ' l  d  a i  l - h a r  h r r J -  i  I  n o r r a r  r r n f  h n f
Y v -  t  

y s v  
: J v u

W a s  i t  f a i r l y  t e m p e r a t e ?

f t  was  on  the  coo l  s ide .  Def in i te ly  you needed a  sweater  jus t

about  mos l  o f  the  t ime,  bu t  i t  never  go t  co ld .  But  we had to

keep the  baby  ch ickens  warm,  so  we had an  e lec t r i c  heater  in

there .  The ba throom was huqe.

f  s n ' t  t h a t  f u n n y ?

Yes,  you wonder  what  they  were  th ink ing  when they  d id  tha t .

B :

K :
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Your husband, what was his posit ion when he arr j -ved in

Charcas?

I t  w a s  h i s  f i r s t  i o b  o u t .  o f  s c h o o l .

S o  h e  w a s  a  j u n i o r  e n g i n e e r ?

T h o  i r r n i a r  a n r- - - J rnee r .

So  you  had  one  o f  t he . . .

The  wors t .  ( l aughs )

( l aughs )  The  wors t  houses .

But  i t  wasn ' t  bad.  The worst  th ing about  i t  was that  i t  was

right next to the mil l-  which cl-unked away day and night and it

made an awfu l -  lo t  o f  racket .

Was i t  powered by s team?

'-Lne mr_rr  /

' 1  ne  mr_ l r .

No ,  I  don t t  know how i t  was powered .  .  .maybe  e lec t r i c i t y ,

was steam. I  hope they askeddon 'L  know .  I  don ' t  t h i nk  i t

husband that .  I  donr t  know.

/ \ i r F  ^ €  * - ,  . l ^ - ^ r a n c e _  I  d o n ' tv u u  v !  r r r y  r Y r r v

was  f rom the  p i s tons .

know e i ther  - I  suess the c lank inq

I  l i ved  nex t  door  to  i t .  I t  was  a  mach ine  sound.  I t  makes  a

l-ot of  noise and runs day and night. ,  day and night .  The only

th ing  tha t  can  make you rea1 ly  jump and be  comple te ly  s ta r t led

w a s  i t  f o r  s u d d e n l v  t o  q o  o f f  b e c a u s e .  .  .

T h e  q u i e t .

Wel l ,  yes ,  and then you knew someth ing  was wrong.  The mi l - l

ran  day  and n igh t .  I f  i t  went  o f f  someth ing  was wrong.

I

my
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Were you g iven any  type  o f  we lcome? Was there  a  recept ion

commi t . tee  ?

Oh, everybody was wonderful to the new tenants in t.hose

places. Everybody there invites you out as soon as you get

there.  They ' re a l l  so anxious to  meet  a new person and have

new f r iends.  The fun about  l iv ing in  a co lony l ike that  is

that everybody t.here is your fr iend, whether you l ike i t  or

not ,  whether  they l ike you or  not .  You wou1d do anyth ing for

each other .  You l ive very c lose to  each other .  You would

take  ca re  o f  each  o the rs '  ch i l - d ren .  I t ' s  a  ve ry ,  ve ry  c lose -

knit communit.y.

Most  o f  t .he min ing engineers that  were there,  were they

marr ied?

We actual ly  had a large group of  bachel -ors  in  Charcas.

And where did they l ive?

In the hotel. There was a company hotel and a company club

wi th a d i -n ing room. They l ived in  the hote l - .  They ate in  the

c lub.  They had a teacher  and a one-room schoolhouse.  The

chi ldren went  to  school  there up to  t .he e ighth grade then they

were a lways sent  out  to  the States to  h igh school

What  was a typ ica l  day for  you l ike?

A h ,  f ' m  a s h a m e d  t o  t e l l  y o u .  W h a t  a  l i f e ,  h u h ?  T h e r e  u s e d  t o

be a  joke ,  r tThe on ly  th ing  to  be  be t te r  than be ing  a  r i ch

m a n r s  d o g  w o u l d  b e  t h e  w i f e  o f  a  m i n i n g  e n g i n e e r  i n  M e x i c o . "

( l a u g h t e r )  W e l l - ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a  l o t  o f  t i m e  f o r  m e  b e f o r e  I

h a d  m y  f i r s t  c h i I d ,  s o  t h a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c h a n g e d .  A n d  I  d o n , t
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r e m e m b e r . . . m y  l i f e  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y ,  v e r y  f u l - 1  b e f o r e

t h a t .  I  t h i n k  p e o p l e  i n  t h o s e  p l a c e s  h a d  c h i l d r e n  j u s t  o u t  o f

boredom.  ( laughter )  When I  s ta r ted  hav ing  my ch i ld ren ,  we11,

tha t  was  my who le  l i fe  a l t .hough I  a lways  d id  a  lo t  o f  o ther

p r o j e c t s  a n d  s t u f f .  I  s t a r t e d  a  b a b y  c l i n i c  i n  C h a r c a s .

YOLI Ct  rc t /

Y e s ,  r  o . l _ d .

Te l I  me  abou t  t he  baby  c l i n i c .

W e l l ,  I  a c t u a l l y  g o t  t h e  d o c t o r  t o  h e l p  m e .

Who was the doctor there? Do vou remember his name?

Oh lres T r:err ^ ' i  - . ' r  " r^ ^arl-os Perea. He was a wOnderf ulv l r  ) / s D r  r  u s ! u a f l r f y  u v .  u

doctor  and a wonder fu l  man.  He had agreed to see.  And I  got

involved wi t .h  a nurse f rom the v i l lage.  We were going to  just .

have a wel l -baby c l in ic  and teach the mothers about  ch i l -dcare

and nutr i t ion.  Of  course,  f f iy  source of  everyth ing then was

Dr .  lBen jam in ]  Spock ;  t ha t .  was  the  ex ten t  o f  my  exper t i se .

But  th is  nurse,  who was a Mexican who l ived in  the v i l lage,

loved th is  idea,  so we star ted and the doctor  agreed to see

any baby that  was i l l .  We managed to get  medic ine.  I t  worked

rea l  we l - l -  bu l ,  un fo r tuna te l y ,  I  d idn ' t  l eave  i t .  See ,  i f  you

star t  anyth ing l - ike t .hat  the only  way to  know i f  i t 's

success fu l  o r  no t ,  i s  i f  i t  keeps  go ing  a f te r  you  l eave .  Then

you  know i t ' s  success fu l .  And ,  un fo r tuna te l y ,  t ha t  d idn ' t

happen ,  so  i t  wasn r t  success fu l .  And  we  moved  to  Taxco .

Was there  a  hosp i ta l  in  the  camp?

v a c  a  \ r a r \ /  n . i  n a  r . n m n l  a l -  o  
' l  

i  r r ' l  o  l - , ^ - ^ . i  F - lr u p ,  q  v u ! J  r r r u g ,  u \ J t t t y I g L g  f I L L f E  I I \ J D P I L c t l We t.houqht we had
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wonderfuf  care there,  wonder fu l  medica l  care.

Did you g ive b i r th  to  your  ch i ldren there in  Charcas?

Rober t ,  f f iy  f i rs t  one,  in  Charcas.  Then we moved to Taxco,

which was a complete ly  d i f ferent  exper ience because there was

no mining colony. The people who worked in the mine there

just  l - ived wherever  in  the town,  wherever  there was a house

that  could be rented.  And I  l iked that  exper ience,  too,

because I  l iked I iv ing in  the Lown instead of  complete ly

iso lated f rom the communi ty .

Back  i n  Charcas ,  you  sa id  i t  was  p re t t y  much  se l f - con ta ined .

For  example,  was there a commissary there i f  you needed to buy

g roce r ies?

No,  there was no commissary.  We bought  our  grocer ies in

town ,  i n  t he  v i I l age ,  wh ich  was  abou t  t en  m i l -es .

So al- l  of your food?

Um-hmm, and what  we d idn ' t  grow.  Yeah,  w€ bought  a l1  of  our

food  a t ,  t he  l i t t . 1e . . .  And  t . hen ,  when  poss ib le ,  we  l i ked  to

make t r ips to  San Luis  lPotos i ,  Zacatecas]  and buy goodies

because there were some n ice grocer ies t .here in  San Luis .

D id  you  have  p rob lems  w i th  tha t  because  i t ' s  no t .  l i ke  the re

was a Furr 's  nearby where you could just  hop in  your  car  and

go buy a bag of f lour?

No ,  f  d idn ' t .  We  go t  wonder fu l -  f r esh  vege tab les .  The  mea t

wasnt t  good,  but  we learned innovat ive ways to  prepare i t .

I \ rn  T  f  l - rn r rnh f  the  f  OOd WaS f  ine .r I v ,

Did you do much cooking?

1 5
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Yes,  I  d id .  In  Charcas actual ly  is  the only  L ime- no,  I  have

cooked another  t ime.  A real  cook,  a  rea l  t rue cook,  was in

Charcas,  who a lso moved wi th  us when we went  to  Taxco.  She

was a real  cook.  I  d idn ' t  do a lo t  o f  cooking in  Charcas

because she was a bet ter  cook than I  was.  So in  Charcas and

Taxco  I  rea l l y  d idn ' t  do  much  cook ing ,  ha rd l y  any .

How long were you in  Charcas?

Three years.

Who p lanned the soc ia l  act iv i t ies for  the co lony? Was there

one person that  took i t  upon themsel-ves?

We had a c lub.  We were a l l  members of  the c lub.  f  donr t  know

i f  we  pa id  dues  o r  no t . . . I  suppose  we  d id .  And  we  e l -ec ted  a

pres ident  and a secretary and probably  a t reasurer  every year

and then we p lanned a l l .  .  .  Oh,  my goodness.  The soc ia l -

l i fe  was real ly  invol -ved.  We had a very,  very compl icated

soc ia l  l i f e . . . d i nne r  pa r l i es  a l l  t he  t ime .  And  we  wou l -d  d ress

un  fo r  t he  c l i nno r  n r r r -  i oa  SOmet imeS the  Women  WOUI_d  Wea1

long dresses.  You go next  door  to  your  neighbor 's  house for

d inne r . . . l ong  d resses ,  cand les  on  the  tab le ,  ve ry  fo rma l  I  ve ry

n ice,  which is  easy to  do when you have servants.  Then at  the

c lub we would have dances,  |ou know. There were t rad i t ional -

par t ies a l - l -  t .hrough the year ;  the New Year 's  par ty ,  the Mardi

Gras  pa r t y ,  t he  Va len t i ne  pa r t y ,  t he  Mo the r rs  Day  pa r t . y ,  you

h = n a  i  I  r ' n r r  k n r - l W  t h e  l  q t h  a F  Q a n f  a m l , r a r  n z r { -  \ z  l -  h a  f - i . n C O  d eL v t  j v s  r \ r a v v y ,  L r a u  f  J L r r  v !  u u t / L s r r r v e L  L ) q L L I  I  u l l s  9 J

Mayo par ty .  Any  excuse was a  good excuse fo r  a  par ty .  We

par t ied  and par t ied  a l - l -  t .he  t ime and en ter ta j -ned a  lo t  in  our

I O
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homes .  And we wou l -dn ' t  te l l -  each o ther  our  rec ipes .

O r  d o  l i k e  m y  m o m .  I ' l - 1  a s k  h e r  f o r  a  r e c i p e  a n d  s h e ' I l  g i v e

i t  to  me and leave ou t  an  ingred ien t  on  purpose,  so  i t  wou ld

come ouL the  same.

B

K

I 've  heard  tha t  there  are  peop le  tha t  d id  tha t .

better than to ask even for recipes because we

e a c h  o t h e r .

I t  w a s  a  w e l l - q u a r d e d  s e c r e t .

f  t ' s  because we a l l  saw the  same peop le  a l - l -  the

had a  spec ia l  rec ipe  you d idn ' t  want  everybody

t h e  t . i m e ,  s o  w e  w e r e  c a r e f u l -  w i t h  o u r  r e c i p e s .

Was t .here  a  l ib ra ry  in  the  min ing  camp?

T h e r e  w a s .

Where did the books come from?

Now we knew

w o u l d n ' t .  t e I 1

f  i m a  T f  r r n r r
I  v v

making i t  a l l -

B

K

B

K The States.  In  t .hose days/  most  o f  the people in  the min ing

camp were Americans. We also had a movie every week eit.her

Friday or Saturday night, iL must have been Friday, every

F r . i r l : . '  - i n l ' t -  T h e w  h a f l  a  1 1 6 r r i a  n - ^ i a a l a r  a n d  a  m O V i e  W a S  S e n ti l r  v J  u v  u v !

in and they put up chairs in the clubhouse and we woul-d al- l

s i t  there  and dr ink  beer .  There  were  some ent .e rpr is ing

chi l -dren who woul-d make popcorn and sel l -  i t  to us and we would

dr ink  beer  and ea t  popcorn  and make comments  a l l  th rough the

mov ie .  Everybody wou ld  say ,  "Oh,  yeah,  we l l  l -ook  a t  tha t . ,  i t

I o o k s  j u s t  l - i k e  s o  a n d  s o . r r  O h ,  I ' l - 1  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  t i m e

Lhere  was a  mov ie  about  A f r i ca  and i t  showed th is  g i ra f fe

Iop ing  across  the  p la ins  and somebody ye l led  ou t ,  "Looks  jus t

L 7
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l i k e  P a j a r o ! "  T h a t  w a s  m y  h u s b a n d ' s  n i c k n a m e .

Pat  a ro  /

I t  m e a n s  b i r d  i n  S p a n i s h .  r r f t  l o o k s  j u s t  l i k e  P a j a r o  o n  t h e

tenn is  cour l ! r r  My husband loved tenn is .  Most  everybody

p l a y e d  t e n n i s  t . h e r e .  I  d i d n ' t . . . I  g o t  p r e g n a n t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r

w e  g o t  t h e r e .  I  n e v e r  w a n t e d  t o  p l a y  t e n n i s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e

w o m e n  d i d n ' t  p l a y  t e n n i s ,  j u s t  t h e  m e n  d i d .

T h a t ' s  o d d .

T h e  m e n  p l a y e d  t e n n i s  a n d  w e ' d  a l l  g o .  I t  w a s  a  g r e a t

occupat ion  a f te r  work .  We 'd  a l l  meet  a t  the  tenn is  cour t  and

s i t  and dr ink  beer  and watch  the  men p lay  tenn is .

That  was your  recrea t ion .  Was there  swimming?

We had a  swimming poo1,  bu t  i t  was  too  co ld  to  sw im.  I t  was

a l w a y s  p r e t t y  c o o l  i n  C h a r c a s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  p o o l  w a s n r t

heated .  And i t  was  huge;  i t  was  a  very  la rge  poo l  o f  cemenl .

As ' i  n ol  wmni r- ,  s ize?

Yeah,  and very  deep.  And tha t  water  never  go t  warm enough t .o

g e t  i n  i t .  .  .  j u s t  t h e  I i t t l e  k i d s  u p  t o  a b o u t  t h e  a g e  o f

reason.  When they  go t  up  to  the  age o f  reason they  no  longer

got  in to  tha t  poo l ;  i t  was  f reez ing  co ld .  We a lways  found a

l n f  l - n  r l n  r ^ 7 a  r a r l l r r  r l i d
9 " ,

End of Tape One

Side  A

r t t
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Beginning of Tape One

Side  B

And  i f  we  had  a  v i s i t o r ,  a  f ema le  v i s i t . o r ,  we 'd  a I l  be

terr ib ly  in terested in  what  she was wear ing,  where she got  i t ,

and how much i t  cost .  Then,  of  course,  a l l  o f  us went  out

once a year  to  the States.  And that 's  when we would buy our

a ' l  n f  } l i  n a  n f course,  we were rest r ic ted by the sa lar ies our

husbands made.  They weren ' t  wel l  pa id,  but  we l ived very wel l -

on not  much money.

Was the housing paid for by the company?

Yes .  The  hous ing  was  f ree  and ,  o f  cou rse ,  t he  u t i l i t i es .

Servants were very inexpensive.  Food was inexpensive.  We

su f fe red  no  ha rdsh ips ,  rea l l y .

Did the laborers l ive near t.he mining camp where you l ived?

Thcr r  
'1  

i  r rod  ' i  n  l -  ho  r r i ' l  I  a rva

So there was no separate camp for  them?

No.  They just  l ived in  the v i l lage where we went .  to  shop.

The  men  d idn ' t  go  to  the  v i l l age  the re  to  ge t  a  ha i r cu t .  The

barber would come around to the house. f think my husband

to ld  Noe l  abou t  t ha t .

I  don ' t  r emember .  I  don 'L  th ink  he  to ld  h im .

A11 I know is that al l  the guys would go sit on t.he front

porch and the barber  would come up and theyrd put  a  chai r  on

the f ront  porch.  Then he would whip out  h is  cape,  whip out

h i s  sc i sso rs ,  and  h i s  mechan ica l  c l i ppe rs .  They 'd  s i t  on  the

B
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B
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f ront  porch and he 'd cut  the i r  ha i r  on the f ront  porch because

t .hen i t  wouldn ' t  mess up Lhe house.

what about the women? When thev wanted their hair done where

would they go?

There was no p lace to  go.

So were they pret ty  adept .  a t  s ty l ing the i r  own hai r?

Probably .  I  never  worr ied much about  ha i r .  Of  course,  you

can look at  me now and te l - l -  that  I  don ' t  worry  about  ha i r ,

but at t .hat t ime my hair was very long and I did i t  up in

bra ids.  I  don ' t  remember much about  ha i r .  f  've never  worr ied

much about  ha i r .

You mentioned that the women dressed up when they went out. to

d inne r  a t  someone  e l se rs  house .  I  sensed  t . ha t  be ing  so  fa r

away, what would stop you from wanting to go around in f l ip-

f l ops  and  sho r t s  t he  who le  t ime  ins tead  o f  ge t t i ng  d ressed  up ,

doing your  hai r ,  and put t ing make-up on?

I t  was a funny th ing that  appearance was pret ty  impor tant .

There was the uni form that  we wore in  the day.

A uni form?

You could say that .  because we a l - l  wore i t .

What was t.his uniform?

T h e  u n i f o r m  w a s  a  s k i r t -  w e  d i d n ' t  w e a r  s l - a c k s -  a  b l o u s e ,  a

card igan because i t  was  a lways  coo l -  in  Charcas .  And what .  do

you ca l l  those shoes? The wh i te  and brown ox fords  t .ha t  laced

r rn?  Ther . r  har rq  a  name.

f  d o n ' t  k n o w .

K :

B

K

B

K

B

K

B

K

B :

20



K : The pumps are  ca l led  spec ta to r  pumps,  buL I  can ' t  remember

what  the  ox fords  were  ca l led ,  the  wh i te  and brown ox fords .

And socks .  We wore  socks .

A n k l e t s ?

Ank le ts .  We wore  ank le ts  and those shoes ,  and we wore  a

sk i r t ,  and we wore  a  b louse,  and we wore  a  sweater .  That ' s

j u s t  w h a t  w e  w o r e .

What i f  you deviated f  rom t.he norm and decided to wear

s o m e t h i n g  e l s e ?  W e r e  y o u  o s t r a c i z e d ?

I  don ' t  know.  I  suppose somebody wore  o ther  th ings .  I  don ' t

r e m e m l - r e r -  h u f  i t  i r r s f  s e e m s  t . h a t  t h a t ' s  w h a L  w e  a l l  w o r e  f o rt  p s v

day to  day l iv ing in  t .he camp when we weren ' t  go ing anywhere.

Then  we  wou ld  ge t  rea l l y  d ressed  up  fo r  one  o f  ou r  pa r t i es  o r

one  o f  ou r  d inne rs .  We rea l I y ,  rea l I y  d ressed  up .

Who was the mine manaqer back then?

A r c  H a l . r .

Was the re  a  Mrs .  Ha I I?

Yes,  He len  Ha l I .  They  were  wonder fu l  peop le .  They  l -e f t  there

+ . ^  d ^  f a  Q a r r t - f t  A m e f i C a .  T h e w ' r e  s f i l ' l  a l i w e .  T h e w r f e  i nu v  Y v  u v u u r r  l 1 r l t u !  r v q .  r r r u /  ! v  D 9 r r r  q r r  v u .  f  r t g J

t h e i r  n i n e t i e s  a n d  t h e v ' r e  i n  T u c s o n .

So d i -d  she wr i te  the  soc ia l  ca lendar  fo r  the  min ing  camp?

W e l l  h e r  i n f l u e n c e  w a s  g r e a t .  E v e r y b o d y  c a r e d  a  l - o t -  I r m

talking about Lhe women- about what Hel-en Hal- l  thought of

t h e m .

Why? Because she was the  mine  manager 's  w i fe?

Yes,  exac t ly .  That  was  why.  There  was a  h ie rarchy  there  as
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I  to ld  you.  There was a def in i te  h ierarchy.

Did you know that before you went?

Oh ,  no .  I  d idn ' t  even  know i t  f o r  a  l ong  t ime .  ( l aughs )  I t

took me a whi le  to  rea l ize because f  was pret ty  na ive and

pret ty  unaware of  that  sor t  o f  th ing.  Everybody cared a fo t .

f t  was very impor tant  to  be inv i ted to  the i r  house for  d inner .

You know, that  was very impor tant .  As far  as set t ing the

mores for  the whole co lony,  the c lub,  we had the pres ident  and

al - l  o f  that .  But  she was verv in f  l -uent ia l -  in  t .he l ives of  the

women.

f 've heard ta l -es about  mine managers '  wives.  Some took i t

upon themselves to  d ic t .a te th ings that  the women d id f rom the

t ime when they woke up unt i l  the t ime they went  back to  s Ieep.

wnr r  Lnn r . r  r  ^on rL  t h i nk  t ha t  she  d i_d .  She  was  c ru . i  e f  _  bu t  he rr v u  / \ r r v v y /  r  u v r r  L  u r r r r r J l  u r t s 9  D r r 9  u ! q .  u r r g  v v q D  \ 1 u I 9 u ,  !

presence was known and fe l t ,  de f in i t .e ly .

Most of t .he women in the mining camp, what was the age

bracke t?  Were  they  a l l  you r  age?

K:  I  was twenty- two when I  got  there.  I  was probably  one of  the

younges t  t he re .  We had  peop le  i n  t he i r  f o r t i es  and  f i f t i es ,

f rom twen t ies  to  fo r t i es  and  f i f t i es .  f  don ' t  r emember

B :
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anybody much o l -der  than in  the i r  f i f t ies .

Were their  any romances in camp? For exampfe, you

was a  lo t  o f  s ing le  eng ineers  there .  D id  they

someone and fa l - l  in  love  and ge t  mar r ied  there?

Yeah.  My cous in  came down to  v is i t  me f rom the

she fe l I  in  l -ove  w i th  one o f  our  f r iends ,  who was

sa id  the re

ever  meet

S t a t e s  a n d

a bache l -o r

Z Z
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there ,  and they  go t  mar r ied .

Y o u r r e  k i d d i n g .  D i d  t h e y  g e t  m a r r i e d  i n  C h a r c a s ?

I \Tn  fhcv  c ro f  mar r ied  in  T  or  C.  She was f rom T or  C.  Thenr r v / : r " "

s h e  w e n t  t o  l i v e  i n  M e x i c o  w i t h  h i m .  T h e y  h a d  a  l i t t l e  g i r l

and  then he  go t  a  fe l lowsh ip  Lo ,  I  guess  i t  was  MIT

lMassachuset ts  Ins t i t .u te  o f  Techno]ogy l  .  So  they  went  up

there .  They  took  the i r  ma id  w i th  them because she was

pregnant .  The i r  ma id ,  by  the  wdy,  had been my maid .  When we

l e f t  f o r  A f r i c a ,  I  g a v e  h e r  m y  m a i d .  ( l a u g h s )  T h i s  m a i d ,  l i v e d

j - n  B o s t o n  f  o r  a  y e a r .

Y o u ' r e  k i d d i n g .  H o w  d i d  t h e y  g e t  h e r  t h e r e ?

I  don ' t  know.  I  guess  a t  tha t  t ime they  probab ly  l - ied  and

br ibed.  f  don ' t  know.  Anyway they  d id  ge t  her  there  because

my cous in  was very  s ick .  She was a lways  s ick  fo r  the  n ine

months  o f  her  p regnancy  and tha t ' s  why  they  took  her  w i th

them.  She loved i t  up  there .  Then they  went  back  to  Mex j -co .

Then when t .he i r  l - i t t le  boy  was about  t .wo years  o Id ,  S tan  was

k i l l e d  i n  a n  a u t o m o b i l e  a c c i d e n t  i n  M e x i c o .  S o  y € s ,  t h e r e

were  romances there .  That ' s  the  one I  happened to  be  the

c l o s e s t  t o .

D id  you p lay  matchmaker?

H e a v e n s  n o !  W e  d i d n ' t  e v e n  r e a l i z e  i t  w a s  g o i n g  o n .  W e

thought  she was be ing  n ice  to  h im because he  was our  f r iend

and we thought he was being nice to her because she was my

cous in .  We were  the  l -as t  peop le  to  know.  Ot .her  peop le  saw

i t ,  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t .  W e  j u s t  t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e r e  b e l n g  k i n d  t o

B :
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each  o the r  because  o f  us ,  wh ich  wasnr t  t r ue  a t  a l - l .

fsn ' t  that  someth ing? Was there any problem wi th cr ime?

I  suppose every now and then a maid would f i lch someth ing.

And probably in the mine; I think they might have had thievery

f rom some o f  t he  worke rs .  I 'm  su re  they  d id .

How about  v ices I ike prost i tu t ion,  dr ink ing,  gambl ing?

WeI I  l e t ' s  see .  We a l l  d rank  ( l aughs )  and  we  on l y  gamb led

when we ra ised money for  char i ty .  I t  was no b ig dea1.  There

were some poker  p layers in  the co lony who p layed for  what  we

considered then pret ty  s teep stakes.  The women p layed canasta

or  br idge.  We a lways p layed for  money but  i t  wasn ' t  much;  i t

was very l i t t le .  I 'm sure they had prost . i tu t ion downtown.

Obviously ,  I  was so shel tered I  d idn ' t  know much about .  i t .

Wel l ,  lou were a young twenty- two year  o ld .  Did you a l l

a t tend church there?

No.  I  guess the only  people who at tended church were the

Ca tho l i cs  who  wen t  t o  t . he  v i l l age .  I  don ' t  t h ink  the re  was

any other  church there.  No.  There wasn' t  any other  church

and nobody had services in t.heir homes. Nobody was that

re l ig ious.  Sunday morning was just  a  day to  p lay tennis .

That 's  how you a l l  spent  you Sundays,  p lay ing tennis? Did you

ever  have the oppor tuni ty  to  take excurs ions to  other  areas?

When  we  l i ved  i n  Charcas ,  f l o .  We  t ru l y  d idn ' t ,  j us t  t o  San

Lu is .  We  loved  San  Lu i s .

I t ' s  a  beau t i f u l ,  beau t i f u l  p l ace .

We loved i t  and we l iked to  go there but  we couldn ' t  go very
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of ten .  For  one th ing ,  we cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  to  go  very  o f ten  and

then when the  men got  t ime o f f ,  when they  go t  Lhe i r  vacat ion ,

w e ' d  c o m e  u p  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  a n d  g o  t o  t h e  d e n t i s t ,  a n d  g o  t o

the  doc tor ,  and do  the  shopp ing ,  v is i t  the  fami ly .  When we

were  in  Charcas  we saw very  l i t t te ,  jus t  a  few ranches  around.

A s  I  s a i d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  r o a d s ,  n o  a i r p o r t ,  j u s t  t h e  t r a i n  i n

a n d  o u t .

Were you ever bored?

I  don ' t  remember being bored,  not  in

bored I  was in  Nicaragua,  but  that  is

Wh ich  we ' l l  ge t  t o  l a t e r .  How  o f t en

back  to  the  S ta tes?

Charcas.  When f  was

another  s tory .

were you able t.o come

K :

About. once a year for two weeks.

Tha t ' s  no t  a  l ong  t ime  i s  i t ?

No.  And i t  no longer  happens wi th  people who work fore ign.

They get a lot more vacation than t.hat and a lot more perks

tha t .  we  d idn ' t  ge t  i n  t hose  days .

Wel l ,  when you came here you sa id you went  to  the dent is t ,  to

the doctor ,  e t  cetera.  How did you pay for  i t .?  Did you have

insurance or were you forced to pay for i t .  out of your own

pocke t?

I  th ink that  dur inq the t ime we were there.  That 's  when the

insurance companies f i rs t  came in to being.  And we d id have

insurance,  but  not  f  or  t .he dent is t  .  I  th ink i t  was Bl -ue

Cross.  T can 'L remember exact . ly  when we got  i t .  I  th ink we

didn ' t  have i t  when we f i rs t  qot  there and I  th ink somet ime

B :

K :
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l a t e r  o n  w e  d i d .  T  d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  L h e  d a c e s .

And you would come to El Paso on vacat ion?

Y e s .

Where would you stay in El-  Paso?

We1l  we usua l ly  s tayed in  Las  Cruces  w i th  my mother ,  bu t  we

had doc tors  and dent is ts  in  E I  Paso because Las  Cruces  was

pre t . ty  smal l -  t .hen ,  too .  See,  everybody in  Las  Cruces  went  to

E l  Paso fo r  the i r  doc tors  and dent is ts  and shopp ing .  So we

jus t  s tayed w i th  my mother  and then we 'd  do  those th ings  in  E l

P a s o .

Were  you ready  to  go  back  a t  the  end o f  those two weeks?

Oh,  yes .  We a lways  looked fo rward  to  go ing  back .  We d id .

How did you fee1 when you were here, af ter being away for so

long?

Now are  we ta lk inq  about  when I  was  in  Charcas?

Y e s .

Wel l  s ince then T understand that  there was te lev is ion here in

the  S ta tes  t hen .  I  wasn ' t  awa re  o f  i t .  f  don ' t  t h i nk  my

mot.her  had i t  .  I  rm not  sure .  I  understand t .hat  they had

te l -ev i s ion  he re  i n  t he  ea r l y  [ f g ]SOs  bu t  I  ce r ta in l y  don ' t

remember j - t  .  I t  seems t .o  me that  i t  was la ter  than that ,  that

i t  became so ubiqui tous.  Wel l ,  w€ just  thought  the s tores

were wonder fu l - .  I  mean,  the br ight  l ights ,  the s tores,  we had

a great  t ime.  f  don ' t  know why i t  was a great  t ime because

the  th ing  I  rea l l y  don ' t  l i ke  to  do  i s  shop .  And  we  had  to  do

a I I  o f  ou r  shopp ing  j us t  } i ke  tha t .  ( snaps  f i nge rs )
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W h i c h  i t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t .

O h ,  i t  w a s  a w f u l - .  f t  w a s  j u s t  r e a l l - y  h a r d .

Your husband, was he transferred to Taxco?

Yes,  he  was t rans fer red  to  Taxco.  So we went  there  w i th  the

same company.

I n  a  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n ?  A  h i g h e r  p a y i n g  p o s i t i o n ?

O h  y e s ,  a  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n ,  h i g h e r  p a y i n g .

So he  had done h is  t ime as  a  jun io r  eng ineer?

Y e s -  b r r t  ' i n  T a x c o  i t  d i d n ' t  m a t t e r  t h a t  m u c h .  W e  w e r e n ' t  i nr  9 v  ,

a  co lony .  We d idn ' t  ge t  t he  spo i l s  t ha t  we  shou l -d  have .

(  Iaughs)

You had to fend for  yourselves.

Yes ,  bu t  I  l i ked  i t  because  I  } i ked  be ing  pa r t  o f  a  commun i t y ,

t oo .  You  know when  you ' re  l i v i ng  on  a  m in ing  co lony ,  you ' re

not real- l-y part of the country or the people l i-ke when you

l ive in  the town.  Of  course,  Taxco is  not  exact ly  a  typ ica l

Mex ican  town  in  tha t  i t ' s  so  rea l I y  so  t . ou r i s t y ,  bu t  we

enjoyed Taxco.  We loved the c l imate.  My daughter  was born

the re .

So now you had two children?

Yeah .

Robe r t  and . . .

My l i t t l -e  Potos i .no was Rober t  and my Taxcef la  was Kat .y .  The

company doctor  in  Taxco d id not  take matern i ty ,  so I  used a

doctor  f rom the town.  Actual ly  he was a Black man.  He was

from Veracruz.  There are qui te  a few B1acks t .here.



K :

T h e r e ' s  a  s m a l l  c o l o n y  o f  B l a c k s  l i v i n g  t h e r e  i n  Y e r a c r u z ,

c o r r e c t ?

I n  V e r a c r u z ,  y e s .  H e  w a s  f r o m  V e r a c r u z .  H e  w a s  B l a c k -  D o  I

remember  h is  name? I  don ' t  r igh t  now.  f  p robab ly  d id

yes terday  and w i l l  tomor row.  But  he  was my doc tor .  And he

d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  b e  m y  d o c t o r .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  g o  t o

M e x i c o  C i t y .  A n d  I  s a i d ,  " W e l I ,  I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  M e x i c o  C i t y .

r  have a  ch i ld  here .  r  canr t  leave h im and go  to  Mex lco

C i t y . "  W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y ,  i t  w a s  q u i t e  a n  e x p e r i e n c e .  I n  f a c t ,

I  had a  s to ry  about  i t  tha t  was  pub l ished.

R e a 1 1 y ?  T e I l  m e  a b o u t  i t . .

W e l - l ,  I ' 1 1  g i v e  y o u  t h e  s t o r y  t . o  r e a d  i f  y o u ' I 1  s e n d  i t  b a c k

to me

WeI l - ,  t e l1  me  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  i t .  t hen .

Oh ,  no .  f  don ' t  wan t  t o  ge t  i n t o  i t .  f ' 11  j us t  g i ve  you  t he

story to  read,  but  i t  was qui te  an exper ience,  Ie t  me put  i t

that  way.  Qui te  an exper ience.  I  wr i te  a lo t  about  Mexican

exper iences.  And I  wr i te  f ic t ion based on my exper iences in

Mex ico  and  Sou th  Amer i ca .  Tha t ' s  wha t  f 'm  do inq  now.

We l l -  you ' I I  have  t o  sha re  i t  w i t h  me .  I 'm  we rw in fe res ted  i n

see ing  wha t  you ' ve  done .

Okay .  f t ' s  no t  much .  f 'm  pub l i - shed  i n  an  an tho logy  tha t

comes  ou t  eve ry  yea r .  I n  f ac t ,  I 'm  an  ed i t o r .  T t ' s  ca l - l ed

Sarap€  and  i t ' s  sponso red  by  t . he  Un ive rs i t y ,  and  i t ' s  f o r

wr i t e rs  i n  New Mex ico  ove r  t he  age  o f  f i f t y - f i ve .

Wonder fu l .

R .
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K : I t ' s  k i n d  o f  n e a t .  I r m  r e a 1 1 y  e n j o y i n g  m y  w o r k  w i t . h  t h a t

and T  en joy  see ing  my work  pub l i shed.

W e l l ,  f ' r l  s u r e  y o u  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a  l o t  o f  s e l f - g r a t i f i c a t i o n .

I  d o .  I  r e a l l y  e n j o y  i t .

G o o d .  A f t e r  w e r r e  d o n e ,  I ' 1 1  l e t  y o u  s h o w  i t .  t o  m e  i f  t h a t ' s

o k a y .

A l r i g h t . .  W e l - l - ,  w e  l i k e d  T a x c o .  I t  w a s n r t  a  v e r y  g o o d  p l a c e

to  be  pregnant ;  the  cobb les tone sLree ts  and we l i ved  up  a  h i l l

tha t  the  on ly  way up  and down th is  h i l l  was  by  foo t .  No tax i

cou l -d  go  up .  There  was no  road.  I t  was  a  nar row path  tha t

went  a lmost  ver t i ca l ,  so  I  rea l l y  had a  hard  t ime the  l -as t  few

m o n t h s  o f  m y  p r e g n a n c y .  I  c o u l d n ' t  g o  o u t  a l o n e ,  o f  c o u r s e , '

i t  was  too  easy  to  fa I I .  And I  wou ld  go  ou t  w i th  Bob ho ld ing

on to  me fo r  dear  l i fe ,  so  Taxco was no t  a  good p lace  to  be

r r ra r rn rn l -  ' r \Tn  nr - r1_  r re r r r  c rnor l  a t  a l_ } .  I t  d idn ' t  tU fn  OUt  tO be,  r r v  u

a very good p lace to  have a baby,  e i ther ,  but  i t  a l - l  turned

out  a l r ight  in  the long run.

How long were you in Taxco?

Two years.

Is i t  common for engineers to be transferred every so many

y e a r s ?

WeI l ,  i t  usua l l y  happens w i th  a  p romot ion  and yes ,  i - t

c o m m o n  f o r  t h e m  t o  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  q u i t e  a  b i t  w h e n  t h e r e ' s

open ing  w i th in  the  same company.

So was there  much in te rac t ion  w i th  o ther  min incr  fami l ies

Taxco?

l_n
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Y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s ,  b u t  i t  w a s n ' t  a s  c f o s e  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  i n

the  co lony .  We were  a f l -  f r iends  there ,  bu t  we were  jus t

s p r e a d  o u t  a l l  o v e r  t o w n .  W e  w e r e n r t  a s  c l o s e .  W e  d i d n ' t

have te lephones,  so  we wou ld  see each o ther  a t  company

funct ions and meet in the market.  Then we would have dinner

par t ies  and tha t  sor t  o f  s tu f f  bu t .  no t  l i ke  Charcas .

Did you speak Spanish when you went down?

I had two years of high school Spanish and two years of

c o l l e g e  S p a n i s h ,  s o  I  g o t  a l o n g  p r e t t y  w e l l .  A n d  i t  c a m e  t o

me pre t ty  fas t  because o f  my background.  I  knew a l l  the  verb

L e n s e s .  T h i s  i s  r e a 1 l y  s t r a n g e ,  b u t  I  t o o k  g u i t a r  l e s s o n s .

I  am not  mus ica l .  I  cannot  s ing ,  bu t  these gu i ta r  lessons

turned ou t  a  wonder fu l  way  to  learn  Span ish  because in  the

gu i ta r  lessons  we learned a l l  t .he  Mex ican fo l -k  songs .  As  f  a r

as  the  gu i t .a r  goes ,  ( im i ta tes  s t rumming)  you know,  in  the

background,  and then what  i t  rea l l y  was  was learn ing  a l - l  these

s o n g s .  I  r e a l I y  l e a r n e d  a  l - o t  o f  S p a n i s h  f r o m  t h a t .  " I f  y o u

h a d  l - o v e d  m e ,  I  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  l e f t  y o u . "  Y o u  k n o w ,  a l l  t . h e s e

t s ^ h ^ ^ ^  ^ E  * L ^  v e r b s  a n d  t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n q .  I  l e a r n e d  a  l o t .L C I I b E D  U J -  L I I C  V g I U D  A I I U  L f I A U  D V !  L  V !  L I I I I  
-

o f  S p a n i s h  j u s t  f r o m  t a k i n g  g u i t a r  l e s s o n s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  f

never  learned to  s ing  or  p lay  t .he  gu i t .a r  very  we l l -  a t  a l - l - ,  bu t

i t  c e r t a i n l y  h e l p e d  m y  S p a n i s h .  I t  h e l p e d  m y  S p a n i s h  a  l - o t .

Do you p lay  the  gu i ta r  now?

Heavens no .  I  haven ' t  in  years .  I  on ly  p layed gu i ta r  when I

t o o k  t h e  f e s s o n s .  ( l a u g h s )

I  wonder i f  they breathed a sigh of rel- ief  when you quit  your
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lessons and moved on?

No  doub t .  I  wou ldn ' t  be  a  b i t  su rp r i sed .

So your  ch i ldren,  they grew up learn ing both Spanish and

Eno_Lasn /

Y e s .

D id  they  fo rge t  the  Span ish  when you moved back  here?

Trra ' r ' r  Favaat -  i  r -  r ^ r1 . ra1  1179 mOVed tO Af  f iCa beCaUSe thenv r g ! !  /  t r r y  D v r r  ! v ! v v u  r L  w l f E r

af ter  that ,  when we l -e f t  Af r ica and went  back to  Mexico,  he

had to learn i t  a l - l  over  again.  But ,  he was,  what . ,  seven

years  o ld  so  tha t  was  no  p rob lem.  The  g i r l s . . .Ka ty  was  abou t

f ive when we went  to  Mexico,  and Bebe was about  two,  someth ing

l ike that . .  So they s tar ted speaking Spanish r ight  away.  When

we went  back to  Mexico we went  to  Parra l .  That  was oui te

d i f ferent  f rom Charcas par t ly  because i t  was severa l  years

I  a f  o r  m r r z l - r a  a i a l " + -  n { - o  i ' a a f s  l a t e f  a n d  t h e f e  W e ; e  a  l O t  O f, t l l q l v g , r l J r r u / v

Mex ican  fam i l - i es  i n  t he  co lony  wh ich  wasn ' t  t r ue  i n  Charcas .

So the ch i ldren,  r ight  away,  s tar ted speaking Spanish.  So,

no.  We1I ,  Kat .y ,  for  instance,  has kept  in  such c lose t .ouch

wi th her  f r iends in  Mexico that  she d idn ' t  forget  her  Spanish

at  a l - l  .  Rober t  hadn' t  spoken Spanish in  c lose to  t .went .y

years. When he went to work in Honduras two years ago it  came

back  to  h im  jus t  l i ke  tha t .  Now he ' s  do ing  f i ne  w i th  h i s

Span ish .  Now Bebe ,  who  I i ves  i n  Co l -o rado ,  I  t h ink  she ' s

mos t l y  f o rgo t t en .  She ' s  t he  one  t ha t ' s  had  no -  bu t  I 'm  su re

she went  back to  Mexico,  you know.

She 'd  p i ck  i t  up .  So  where  d id  you  go  a f te r  Taxco?
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We went  t .o  A f  r i ca .

Two years ,  r igh t?

U m - h m m ,  a  l - i t t l e  m o r e .

So your  ch i ld ren  were  s t i l - l  todd le rs?

Yeah. Katy was in arms and Robert  was three- no, Robert  was

f o u r .

D id  you f ind  i t .  d i f f i cu l - t  mov ing  w i th  ch i ld ren?

I  shou ld  have.  I  look  back  now a t  some o f  the  th ings  T  d id

and I  th ink ,  "How in  the  wor ld  d id  I  do  tha t?"  But  I  guess

w h e n  y o u ' r e  y o u n g  e v e r y t h i n g ' s  e a s y .  I  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i t  w a s

d i f f i cu l - t .  R igh t  now I  shudder  a t  the  thought ,  bu t  a t  the

t i m e  n o t h i n g  s e e m e d  d i f f i c u l t .  W h e n  y o u ' r e  y o u n g  n o t h i n g ' s

d i f f i c u l t .

So  why d id  you a l l  go  to  South  Af r i ca?

Wel l  my husband asked fo r  a  t .wenty - f i ve  do l la r  ra ise .  That

means twenty - f i ve  do l la rs  a  mont .h ,  m ind  you.  And they  sa id

r r N o . r r  T h e y  c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  h i m  a  r a i s e ,  s o  h e  s e a r c h e d  f o r

another  job .  And he  go t .  an  o f fe r  f rom South  Af r i ca  wh ich  was

q u i t e  a  b i t  b e t t e r  t h a n  w h a t  h e  w a s  d o i n g .  I t  w a s  a

p r o m o t i o n .  f t  w a s  a s s i s t a n t  m i n e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a n d  a  m u c h

bet te r  sa la ry .  When he went  in  to  qu i t  h is  job  in  Taxco they

sa id ,  r rDonr  t  l -eave,  we '  I I  g ive  you a  twenty -  f  i ve  do l1ar

r a i s e .  "  H e  s a i d ,  r r T o o  l - a t e .  "  B e c a u s e  t . h e  j o b  h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o

was pay ing  qu i te  a  b i t  more .  So we went  to  A f r i ca  w i th  a

d i f fe ren t  company.

What  d id  you th ink?  D id  he  consu l t  w i th  you or  he  jus t  to ld

t r -
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you that you were moving to SouLh Afr ica?

O h ,  n o .  W e  a l w a y s  d i d  t h i s  t o g e t h e r .  D o n ' t  f o r g e t ,  I  w a s  h i s

s e c r e t a r y .  I  w r o t e  a l l  o f  h i s  l e t t e r s  f o r  h i m ,  s o  f  w a s

involved from t.he beginning. We thought i t  was a good idea.

I t  was  an  in te res t ing  exper ience.  Oh,  when we were  in  Taxco,

we go t  to  see a  lo t  o f  the  count ry  then.  We loved Mex ico

Ci ty .  We loved to  go  there .  We were  c lose  there .  We went  to

A c a p u l c o .  W e ' d  g o  t o  I g u a l a .  W e  w e n t  t o  C u e r n a v a c a .  Y o u

c o u ] d  r e n t  a  t a x i -  w e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a  c a r .  W e  c o u f d n ' L  h a v e  a

c a r .  W e  l i v e d  i n  t h a t  h o u s e  w h e r e  y o u  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t o .  T h e r e

was no  p lace  to  pu t  t .he  car .

I t  wou ld  ro l l  down the  h i l l ,  r igh t?

f t  cou ldn ' t  ge t  up .  The pa th  was too  nar row even fo r  a  car  t .o

get up t .here, but you could rent a taxi  f  or t .he day t .o go to

Mexico City or to Cuernavaca or wherever very cheaply.  And we

s a w  a  l - o t  o f  t h a t  p a r t  o f  M e x i c o  a t  t h a t  t i m e . . . w i t h  t h e  k i d s .

We t .ook  t .he  k ids  w i th  us .  A t  f i r s t ,  jus t  Rober t .  and then bo th

o f  t h e m .  I n  A f r i c a  w e  w e r e  a l s o  a b l e  t o  s e e  a  l o t .  W e  w e n t

to  the  game reserves  .  We had a  f  abu l -ous  t r ip .

What  were  l i v ing  ar rangements  l i ke  there?

Very  s imi la r  t .o  the  min ing  co l -on ies  in  Mex ico ,  except  i t

wasnr t  a  co lony .  I t  was  a  company town.  There  was one par t .

of  t .he company town that was l- ike upper staf f  .  Upper staf f

was al- l  foreign, and the company town was everybody who worked

for  the  company except  fo r  the  B lacks  and the  Co lored .  Of

course ,  we were  in  South  Af r i ca  now.  The town was a l - l  Whi te .
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In  anot .her  p lace  was another  town fo r -  th is  was in  Cape

Colony .  There  were  a  lo t  o f  Co lored ,  what  they  ca l l -ed

Coloreds  there .  The B lacks  are  the  na t ives  who are  pure  b lack

f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  t r i b e s .  A  l o t  o f  B l a c k s  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  m i n e s .

They were brought in from Zululand and Swazi land and other

count r j -es  nearby .  Wel I ,  they  came in  because they  cou ld  make

good money.  They  l -e f  t  the i r  f  ami l ies  .  They  l - i ved  in

dormi to r ies .  They  worked in  the  mine .  Then there  were  the

Cape Co loreds  who are  a  mix tu re  o f  wh i te ,  b lack ,  mosL ly  wh i te ,

and b lack  and maybe a  l i t t le  Ind ian .  The servants  were  Cape

Coloreds .  The Cape Co l -o reds  were  scorn fu l  o f  the  B l -acks .  I t

was  rea l l y  sad .  And Lhe Whi tes  were  scorn fu1  o f  the  Co l -o reds .

And the  B l -acks  were  scorn fu l  o f  the  Co loreds .  In te res t inq

r a c i a l  t e n s i o n s  t h e r e .

So you l i ved  in  a  company town? Was i t  se l f -con ta ined?

Y e a h .  I t  h a d  a  s t o r e ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t o r e .  I t  h a d  a  f i l l i n g

s ta t ion .  We got  a  car  when we were  there ,  so  we cou ld  d r ive

in to  Spr ingbok ,  wh ich  was a  b igger  town than O 'Ok iep  about  ten

m i l e s  a w a y .  I t  w a s  s t i l - I  v e r y  s m a l l .

Can you spe11 the  name o f  i t  p lease?

Spr ingbok .  You know,  l i ke  the  team.  L ike  the  South  Af r i can

t e a m  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  S p r i n g b o k s .

O k a y .

I t ' s  a n  a n i m a l .  S - P - R - I - N - G - B - O - K .  S p r i n g b o k ;  t h a t ' s  t h e

name o f  the  town.  We had f r iends  in  Spr ingbok .  We had a  lo t

o f  f r iends  tha t  werenr t  connected  w i th  the  company.  We had
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South  Af r i can  f r iends .  Some were  Eng l ish-South  Af r i can .  Some

were  Af r i kaners-South  Af r i can .  o f  course ,  we d idn ' t  have any

Black  or  Co lored  f r iends  because i t .  was  South  Af r i ca  in  the

[19 ]  50s .  The B lacks  and Co loreds  who were  there  were  s imp ly

the  workers .  I t  was  a  comple te ly  d i f fe ren t  exper ience fo r  us .

Was i t .  hard  fo r  you  to  I i ve  l - i ke  tha t ,  knowing tha t  there  were

t h o s e  c o l - o r  d i v i s i o n s ?

Y o u  k n o w ,  I  g u e s s  i t  w a s n r t ,  b e c a u s e  t o  m e . . .

End of Tape One

Side  B

Beginning of Tape I\ro

S ide  A

You asked me about  t .he  rac ia l  tens ions  or  the  rac ia l  p rob lems

i -n  South  Af r i ca .  Th is  was on ly  a  few years  a f te r  Apar the id

w e n t  i n t o  e f f e c t . .  I t  w a s  v e r y  r e p r e s s i n g .  I t  b o t h e r e d  u s ,

b u t  i t  d i d n ' t  b o t h e r e d  u s  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  i f  w e ' d

known even one Black or one Colored who l ived the way we did

o r  h a d  g o n e  t o  s c h o o l  b u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w e  d i d n ' t .  T h e y  s e e m e d

very  d i f fe ren t  to  us .  My husband and I  had a  th ree-year

cont rac t  and a f te r  th ree  years  they  want .ed  h im to  s tay ,  bu t  we

le f t  because we thought  there  was go ing  to  be  a  revo lu t ion  in

S o u t h  A f r i c a .  W e  h o n e s t l v  d i d .
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Because there were ten B1acks to  every Whi te and the Bl -acks

were being repressed,  so we fe l t  that  the country  was going to

exp lode .  As  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t ,  we  d idn ' t  ge t  ou r  revo l -u t i on

unt i l  some twenty odd years la ter  when we least  expected

i t . . . i n  N ica ragua .  ( I aughs )  And  where  we  though t  Lhe re  was

going to  be a revol -ut ion in  South Afr ica,  Lhere wasnr t .  But .

South Afr ica is  a  beaut i fu l  country  phys ica l ly ,  just

beaut . i fu l  .  We were f  or tunat .e  to  see qui te  a b i t  o f  i t .

I  neglect .ed to  ask you what  minera ls  or  metafs  they were

extract ing f rom each of  the mines where your  husband worked.

And  Lha t ' s  a  ve ry  impo r tan t  ques t i on ,  i sn ' t  i t ?

I  know,  bu t  t he  answer  i sn 'L  ve ry  i n te res t i ng .  Eve rybody

th inks  t . ha t .  Sou th  A f r i ca  i s  a l l  c ro ld . . .

Or  d iamonds.

Yeah,  or  d iamonds.  I t  was just  lead and z inc and t in  and I

th ink some copper ,  maybe some copper .  At  Taxco i t  was lead,

zrnc,  and s i lver .  The same a l -most  everywhere that  my Bob

worked.

I  know tha t  when  Dr .  tW.  Noe l l  McAnu l t y ,  [ .T r . ]  i n te rv iewed  Mr .

Byrd he compared min ing condi t ions in  South Afr ica wi th  min ing

condi t ions in  Mexico and that  was in terest ing.  He ta lked

about  mine f i res and mine acc idents.  Did you l ive wi th  t .he

fear of somet.hing happening to your husband in the mine?

No .  No ,  I  d i dn ' t .

Did he come home and talk about. his work?



K Oh,  th is  was the  bad th ing  about  l i v ing  in  the  co lon ies .  And

t h i s  i s  a t  e v e r y  p l a c e  t h a t  I  l i v e d .  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  m i n i n g

eng ineers ,  tha t  must  be  the  prob lem.  A f te r  work ,  every  par ty ,

everything you went to,  the men would al l  get in one corner

a n d  t a l k . . .

Ta lk  shop?

And they would tal-k about what.? About what they've been doing

a l l  day ,  you  know.  Wouldn ' t  you  th ink  they  wou ld  be  bored to

d e a t h  w i t h  t h a t ?  T h e y ' r e  n e v e r  s o  h a p p y  a s  w h e n  t h e y ' r e

s i t t ing  and ta lk ing  about  min ing .  And the  women wou ld  be  in

the  o ther  corner  ta lk ing  about .  ma ids  and bab ies .

You woul-d think that s ince they see each other al l  day they

wou ld  want  to  ta lk  about  somet .h ino  d i f  fe ren t .

W o u l - d n ' t  y o u ?  N o t  s o .

I  d o n ' t  t h i - n k  t . h a t  h a s  c h a n q e d .  I ' m  s u r e  i t ' s  s t i 1 1  t h e  s a m e .

You  don ' t  t h i nk  i t ' s  j us t  m in i ng  eng inee rs?

I  don ' t  know.  I  haven ' t  been  a round  tha t  many  m in ing

engineers,  but  get  a  group of  men together  that  do the same

th ing  o r  s im i l a r  t h ings ,  t ha t ' s  a l - I  t hey  ta l k  abou t .

No mat ter  what  the i r  work is .  They want  to  ta l -k  about  the i r

work .  I t  p robab ly  goes  back  to  menrs  bas i c  i nsecu r i t y .

( Iaughs )

There you go.  You said i t .  So how o ld were your  ch i ldren

when you le f t  South Afr ica?

Rober t .  was s ix ,  Katy was four ,  and Bebe was in  arms.

Bebe was born in  South Afr ica?
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Bebe was born in  South Afr ica.

In ternat ional -  b i r ths.  Was the b i r th ing exper ience d i f ferent

i n  Sou th  A f r i ca?

No.  I t  was  about  the  same as  Charcas .  We had a  company

hospit .al  and a company doctor and everything worked out rea11y

good. The only problem f ever had having my babies was not

hav ing  them before  the  doc tor  go t  there .  I  pop them out

p r e t t y  f a s t  i n  a  m a t t e r  o f .  .  .

T h a t ' s  g o o d  t h e n ?

Y e a h ,  t h a t ' s  g o o d .

So you had no  b i r th ing  prob lems?

W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  I  d i d  w i t h  K a t y  b e c a u s e  a f t e r w a r d s  I  g o t

p r e t t y  s i c k .  I  w a s  h e m o r r h a g i n g  s t u f f  a f t e r w a r d s .  N o w  K a t y ' s

b i r t h  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e .  Y o u ' l - I  j u s t  h a v e  t o  r e a d  t h a t

s t o r y .

You don ' t  want  to  te l - I  0e  ,  do  you?

W e l - l - ,  f  ' l - l  t e l I  y o u ,  f  ' m  t i r e d  o f  i t .  Y o u  k n o w ,  f  t h i n k  w h e n

I  w r o t e  I  g o t  i t  o u t  o f  m e .  f t ' s  n o t  t h a t  f  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o

l - a ' l  I  \ / n r r  T t - t a  - i r r n F  + . h - t -L E f r  y v u .  f L  D  J L r D L  L I I C I L . . .

You'  l -1  le t  me read i t  .

I t ' s  j us t  t ha t  I 'm  bo red  w i t h  j - t  because  i t ' s  ove r . . . because

I  w ro te  i t .

r T 1 1 - . r F I a  ^ ] - - ' ,  T  r a a a * t s  F l - - Fr r r a L  D  u ^ a y .  r  a u u c F / L  L r r c r L

school  when you le f t  South

He had star ted school  there.

l e fL  i n  t he  m idd le  o f  t he

answer .  So was Rober t  a l ready  in

A f r i c a ?

The seasons

school  year .

d i f f e ren t ,  so  he

wore  h i s  l i t t l e

are

He
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u n i f o r m  w i t h  h i s  t i t t l e  b e a n i e  o n  h i s  h e a d ,  a n d  h i s  l i t t l e

k n e e  s o c k s ,  a n d  h i s  l i t t . l e  j a c k e t ,  a n d  h i s  t i e .  A n o t h e r

reason we d idn ' t  want  to  s tay  in  Sout .h  A f r i ca  was because

people sent their  chi ldren away to boarding school at  about

t .he  age o f  n ine  or  ten .

T h a t ' s  y o u n g .

Wel - l - ,  tha t  '  s  what  we f  e l t  .

Very young.

And what  they  sent  them to  was the  equ iva len t  o f  an  Eng l ish

board ing  schoo l .  And you know about  Eng l ish  board ing  schoo ls .

Very  reg imenta l ,  e t .  ce te ra?

Um-hmm.

Was i t  because o f  the  educat iona l  sys tem?

We had no company school there. I t  was a government school-

because,  remember ,  i t .  was  a  town there .  We rea11y d id  l i ke

them. They taught them to sing Dutch Reform Church hymns

( s l a p s  t a b l e )  i n  s c h o o l  a n d  w e  w e r e  q u i t e  d i s m a y e d  o v e r  t h a t .

W e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h a t  s c h o o l  a t  a l l ,  y e t  w e  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  s e n d

our  s ix -year -o ld  k id  o f f  to  board ing  schoo l -  many mi les  away.

He cou ldn ' t  ge t  home even once a  month  because O 'Ok iep  was

pre t ty  i so la ted ,  Loo.  We d id  have a  road t .o  Capetown but ,  f f i y

goodness ,  what  a  road.  I t  was  a  ten-hour  t r ip  over  a  d i r t

road,  so  we were  qu i te  i so la ted  there .  And we d idn ' t  have

good food there .  We were  so  iso l -a t .ed .  We were  on  t .he  edge o f

the  Ka l -ahar i  Deser t ,  so  i t  was  dry .  A l though the  c l imate  was

n r a i -  t -  \ /  m n r l a r r l - o .  i  f -  a n J -  h n t -  l . r r r f  n a l -  r a : l  l - r n f  a n r l  - i  t -  a n t -
I / ! E L L /  t t t v U g ! q U g ,  ! L  Y V U  

I I V U ,  V U U  l l v U  ! g q I  I I V L ,  q l l u  I U  
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co1d.  I  wou ld  say  tha t  i t  d idn ' t  ge t  as  ho t  as  Las  Cruces  and

i L  d i d n ' t  g e t  a s  c o l d  a s  L a s  C r u c e s ,  b u t  w e  h a d  d e f i n i t e

seasons there .  What  was I  jus t  say ing  r igh t  be fore  the

c l imate?  f  was  go ing  to  te11 you someth ing  rea11y  i -mpor tan t .

About  the  deser t?

J u s t  b e f o r e  t h a t .  .  . h m m .

I t ' 1 1  c o m e .  I t ' s  u n i m p o r t a n t .  W h e n  y o u  r e m e m b e r  y o u  c a n  j u s t

te I l  me in  the  midd le  o f  your  nex t  sen tence.  So you dec ided

t.o move f  rom South Af r ica. How did your husband go about

look ing  fo r  a  pos i t ion?  Was i t  a lways  word  o f  mouth  or  d id  he

have contac ts  in  o ther  par ts  o f  the  wor ]d?

I n  t . h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  i t .  w a s  j u s t  f l o a t i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  d i f f e r e n t

m i n i n g  c o m p a n i e s .

S o  h e ' d  p r e s e n t  h i m s e l f  a n d  a s k  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  h i r e  h i m ?

You 'd  say  tha t  you  were  look ing  fo r  a  job  and what  your

experience was, and i f  t .hey needed anybody of your experience

a n d  t h i n g s  l - i k e  t h a t .  B u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  h e  l e f t

ASARCO. Then when we came back he went back with ASARCO.

From South  Af r i ca?

No. From South Afr ica we wenL to New Mexico,  to  Grants,  to

the uranium mines for  one vear .

To Grants?

Uh-huh.  To the uranium mines.  Then f rom there back to

Mex ico ,  t o  Pa r ra l .

When you moved to Grant.s did you think you would be there for

a longer  per iod of  t ime?
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G n r i  T  h r - r n e d  n n f  T  i r r s l  h a t e d  i t .  .  .g V U .

What. was Grants l ike?

r t r s  t he  wors t  he l l - ho le  f ' ve  eve r  l i ved  i n .  f t  i s  abso lu te l y

horr ib le , '  we f roze to  death,  the wind b lew a l l  the t ime,  and

when  we  weren r t  f r eez inq  to  dea th  i t  was  summer t ime . . .we  were

burn ing up.  I  had these three l i t t l -e  k ids.  This  was the year

that. Robert went to school and the f irst thing he caught was

the ch icken pox.  He came home wi th  the ch icken pox;  he was

sick for  two weeks.  Then Katy got  i t  for  two weeks.  Then

Bebe got  i t  for  two weeks.  By that  t ime,  he was back home

wi th the mumps.  Same th ing.  That  went  through the three

kids.  Then the measles.  You know, in  those days,  there were

no inoculat ions for  those t .h inqs.  Oh!  That  was the worst

yea r  o f  my  l i f e .

You ' l - 1  remember  tha t .

I ' l l -  r emember  t ha t .

You  were  a  l i t t l e  o lde r  and  a  l i t t l e  w ise r .

I  don ' t  know abou t  w ise r .  I  j us t  wan ted  to  ge t  ou t  o f  Gran ts .

I  wan ted  to  ge t  ou t  o f  Gran ts  so  fas t .  I  d idn ' t  l i ke  tha t

p l ace  a t  a l l .

So what. company was Mr. Byrd working for j-n Grants? Do you

remember?

I  don ' t .  f  don ' t  rea l ly  remember t .he name of  t .he company.

I  can l -ook i t  up Ia t .er .

We were just  there for  a  year .

Wha t  were  Mr .  By rd ' s  senL imen ts  on  l i v i ng  i n  Gran ts?

4 I
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He wasnr t  happy e i ther ;  he had to  dr ive for ty  mi l -es or  more

to work every day. He was the mine superintendent there and

somet imes  they 'd  ca l l  h im  in  the  m idd le  o f  t he  n igh t .  He

worked Seven days a week.  I  never  saw h im.  The k ids never

saw h im.  He was work ing a l l  the t ime or  on the road a l - l  the

t ime.  I t  was a dreadfu l  year  in  our  l - ives.  We were so happy

to  go  back  to  Mex ico .

Did you l ive in  the town of  Grants or  were there separaLe

l i v i ng .  .  .

No.  You were just  regular  people,  even in  t .he town.  And most

of t .he town was mining people. Grant.s was undergoing a boom-

t ime then wi th  the uranium.

Mos t  o f  t he  peop le ,  Lhe  m ine rs  and  the i r  f am i l i es ,  had  they

been  in  o the r  f o re ign  coun t r i es?

No.  We caused qui te  a s t i r  in  our  ne ighborhood.  We bought  a

car  in  Belg ium. We le f t  South Afr ica and we bought  a car  in

Be lg i um.  f  can t t  be1 ieve  we  d id  t h i s .  f  can ' t  be l i eve  t he

things I did when I was young. We toured Europe in a car with

th ree  1 i t . t l e  k ids .

You should be g iven a medal  for  that .

I  can ' t  be l i eve  i t .  I  l ook  back  now and  th ink  abou t  how I  d id

that .  There were no d isposabl -e d iapers.  Bebe was ten months

o ld .  I  washed  d iape rs  eve ry  n igh t .  I  can ' t  be l j - eve  I  d id

that. And we were so dumb we thought we had a good t ime.

How long did you tour Europe for?

About  a month.  Then we brouqht  the car  back to  the States
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wi th  us .  T t  was  an  Opa l  s ta t j -on  wagon and i t  had Be lg ian

l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  o n  i t .  W e  c a u s e d  q u i t e  a  s t i r  i n  t h e

neighborhood showing up with that.  car in old Grants, New

M e x i c o .

They  probab ly  d idn ' t  know what  to  th ink  o f  you .

No,  T  donr t  k re ' l  ia r re  l -  her .z  d id .  And I  was  k ind  Of  amazed a tr r v  t

Gran ts ,  New Mex ico .  I r ve  neve r  l i ved  i n  a  p lace  l i ke  be fo re .

But my next door neighbor, her husband worked in the mj-ne and

he was a miner .  Wel- ] ,  wo had never  associated wi th  anybody

l ike that  before.  You know, a l l  o f  our  f r iends were

profess ionals .  We had never  known a miner  before.  They had

a bunch of boys, teenage kids and younger boys. She took in

i ron ing.  Her  husband was a miner  and she took in  i ron ing.  I t

was so strange to know somebody l ike t.hat. We became verv

good f r iends.  f  've never  known anybody l ike t .hat  before.

Probably  because of  the h ierarchy in  the other  min ing camps

you  jus t  assoc ia ted  w i th  p ro fess iona ls .

Yeah ,  because  t he  m ine rs  neve r  assoc ia ted  w i t h . . .  We l I  t o

te l l  you  the  t ru th ,  t h i s  ne ighbor  and  I  we re  good  f r i ends ,  bu t

we  d idn ' t  have  a  soc ia l  } i f e  t oge the r ,  rea l I y .  We l l -  he1 I ,  I

had  no  soc ia l  l i f e  i n  Gran ts ,  l - e t ' s  f ace  i t .  A11  my  soc ia l

l - i fe  was t .ak ing care of  three k ids that  were most ly  s ick a l }

t he  t ime ,  so  tha t  was  a  bad  pa r t  o f  my  l i f e .

Sounds l ike i f  vou were ex i led.

f t  was a mess.  f  l -ooked back wi th  such nosta lg ia  on my years

in Afr ica and Mexico,  and Bob was just  hav ing a real  hard t ime
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wi th  h is  job .  I t  was  so  demand ing ,  and he  never  saw the

fami ly ,  so  we dec ided tha t  he  wou ld  look  fo r  a  job  somewhere

e I s e .

I  be t .  every  eng ineer 's  w i fe  can cha lk  up  an  exper ience l i ke

tha t ;  they  l -ook  back  and they  can p ick  and say  tha t  tha t  was

the  most  hor r ib le  po in t  o f  the i r  l - i ves .

I t  was .  I t  was  the  wors t  t ime in  my l - i fe ,  in  our  mar r ied

l - i fe .  So he  wro te  to  ASARCO and he  sa id ,  more  or  less ,  "How

would  you l - i ke  to  have me back?r '

' r T a k e  m e  b a c k ,  p l e a s e .  "

Yeah.  So they  sa id ,  ' rSure ,  come on back .  "  So we went  to

P a r r a l - .

Where  were  ASARCO's  main  o f f i ces?  When you cor responded were

t h e y  i n . . .

The f i rs t  t ime we wenL down,  when we went  to  Charcas ,  they

were  in  E l -  Paso.  Even when we were  in  San Lu is ,  they  were  in

E l  Paso.  I  don ' t  remember .  A t  some t ime be fore  or  a f te r  we

moved to  Par ra l  i s  when they  went  to  Mex ico  C i ty .  I  th ink

they  were  s t i l - l  in  E I  Paso when we were  in  Pamal  .

So d id  you come to  E I  Paso to  have to  check  in  a t  t .he  o f f i ce?

Yeah.  We went  to  E l  Paso and checked in  a t  the  o f f i ce .  They

s e n t  a  c a r  f o r  u s  t o  E l  P a s o  a n d  d r o v e  u s  d o w n  t o  P a r r a l . . . u s

a n d  t h e  t h r e e  k i d s .

So you were  back  in  Mex ico?

Back  in  Mex ico .  And we loved Par ra l  and we loved La  Pr ie ta ,

the colony where we l- ived. We were very happy there. We



o f

We

B

K

B

K

B

K

B

K

B

K

spent  very  happy years  there .  I t  was  jus t .  I i ke  home to  my

ch i ld ren  a l though we d id  I i ve  fo r  somet ime in  Santa  Bdrbara ,

wh ich  is  about  e igh teen mi les  away.  f  can ' t  remember

exac t ly .  .  .ano ther  ASARCO mine.  There  was l - . ,a  Pr ie ta  in  Par ra l ,

there was Santa B6rbara, which was also an ASARCO mine and

there  was San Franc isco  de1 Oro  where  the  Humphreys '  l i ved ,

wh ich  is  another  company.  These th ree  p laces  fo rmed a  l - i t t l -e

t r iang le  and in  the  center  o f  every th ing  was the  town o f

P a r r a I .

How long were you in  Parra l  in  La Pr ie ta?

In  Pa r ra l  and  San ta  B6rba ra ,  because ,  you  know,  i t ' s  t he  same

area,  in  Parra l -  and Santa B5.rbara.  .  . l -e t 's  see/  we went  in

[ 19 ]  6 l -  and  we  l e f t  i n  l r 9 l 14 .

So you spent your longest there?

The longest  t . ime there between La Pr ie ta and Santa B5.rbara.

We spent  three years of  that  t ime in  Santa Bdrbara,  two or

tn ree  yea rs .

How large was the min ing camp in  La Pr ie ta?

Oh,  i t  was large.  How many houses were there?

k n o w  T h i r t r z .  f o r f w .  T ' m  n o t  S u r e ..  L L L L L 9 . I  
,  

L v L v ] ,  L

H m m  I  d ^ h  I
r r ! r r r r r  t

Was there a min ing camp for  Lhe laborers?

No.  They l ived in  town.  The mine was the main industry

the town of  Parra l -  a t  that  t ime.  We were for tunate there.

had good water .  We coul -d dr ink the water .

And you couldn ' t  dr ink the water  in  Charcas?

In Charcas we coul -d.  We were verv for tunate in  Charcas. We
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cou ld  d . r ink  the  water  and we had pas teur ized  mi lk  because the

company had a  da i ry  there .  Then the  on ly  o ther  p lace  we ever

were  where  tha t  was  t rue  aga in  was Par ra l .  We cou ld  d r ink  the

water .  ThaL 's  a  b ig  th ing  to  be  ab le  t .o  d r ink  the  water  and

have a  sa fe  supp ly  o f  m i lk .  We d id ,  bo th  in  Par ra l -  and

Charcas ,  wh ich  is  impor tan t  fo r  the  age our  ch i l -d ren  were .

La ter  on  i t  d idn ' t  mat te r  when our  ch i ld ren  were  grown and no

l o n g e r  l i v e d  w i t h  u s .  T h a t ' s  w h e n  w e  l i v e d  i n  p l a c e s  w h e r e

you cou ld  d r ink  the  water  and d idn ' t  have a  sa fe  supp ly  o f

a n y t h i n g ,  b u l  i t  d i d n ' t  m a t t e r  t h e n .  f  w a s  a l w a y s  e x t r e m e l y

care fu l  w i th  the  k ids .  My God,  any t ime you wa lked in  my

h o u s e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  p o t s  b o i l i n g  a I I  o v e r  t h e  p 1 a c e .  I  b o i l - e d

every th ing ,  abso lu te ly  bo i led  every th ing .  And as  care fu l  as

f  w a s . . . O h  m y  G o d ,  I  w a s  t h e  m o s t  d e v o t e d  m o t . h e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d

a n d  k e p t  t h e s e  k i d s  a b s o l u t e l y  s a n i t i z e d .  f ' 1 1  n e v e r  f o r g e t

the day thaL Robert  was crawl ing on t .he f1oor.  My husband and

I  were  s i t t ing  there  fond ly  look ing  a t  our  p rec ious  l i t . t l -e

boy. We saw him crawl and we saw him lean over and pick up

someth ing .  I t  was  a  dead f1y .  And in  f ron t  o f  our  eyes  he

put  i t  in  h is  mouth  and a te  i t .  Th is  was a  dreadfu l  th ing  to

s e e .

For  a  mother  tha t  san i ta rv .

( I a u g h t e r )  f  k n o w .  H e  j u s t  l i c k e d  h i s  l - i t t l e  c h o p s  a n d . . .

My husband and I  jus t  about  vomi ted .  We both  s ta r ted  to  ye l l

a n d  j u m p  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  b u t  i t  w a s  t o o  l a t e .

What  pos i t ion  d id  your  husband have in  La  Pr ie ta?B :
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K When r^ /e  wenL there  he  was mine super in tendent ,  then he  was

t .he  ass is tan t  manager ,  then he  was the  manager .

W i t h i n  t h e s e  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s ?

Yeah.  When we wenL t .o  Santa  Bdrbara  he  was the  ass is tan t

manager t .here. Then when we went back to Parral  he was the

manager .

Was there  a  s imi la r  soc ia l  l - i fe  a t  La  Pr ie ta  as  there  was a t

C h a r c a s ?

B
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Um-hmm and Santa Bdrbara,  t .oo.

Did you have to go into town to

T,e  P r i  e fa  i  s  n re r - l - ' i  r - a l  
' l  

r r  i  n  t he

So you  weren ' t  as  i so la ted?

Yes ,  t he re  was .

buy your  food,  a lso?

midd le  o f  Pa r ra l .

B

K

We d idn ' t  f ee l  we  were  i so la ted  a t  a l l .  We  had  a  l o t  o f

f r iends in  Parra l -  and our  ch i ldren had a Io t  o f  f r iends in

Pa r ra I .

Mex ican  na t i ona ls?

Oh,  yes.  There weren ' t  any Amer icans l iv ing j -n  Parra l - .  The

only  Amer icans were l iv ing in  La Pr ie ta,  the co lony.  But  we

had a lo t  o f  f r iends in  Parra l  and so d id our  k ids.  They

s t i l l  do .

How did you develop f r iendships wi th  the Mexican nat ionals

that  l ived in  Parra l? Did thev work there?

You mean how did we meet them?

Yes.  I  mean,  were they a l I  people that  worked at  t .he mine?

No ,  they  weren ' t ;  t hey  owned  bus inesses ,  t hey  were  docLors ,

they were lawyers,  they were business people.  Wel l ,  we a l l

B :
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be longed to  the  cas ino .  The cas ino  is  the  equ iva len t  to  a

nnr rn+-  rv  n l  r r l . r  WhiCh WaS the  Center  Of  Par fa l -  SOCia l  1 i fe ,  no t
I  v l s v  t

La Pr ie ta .  A11 the  bes t  fami l ies  and anybody who was anybody

be longed to  the  cas ino .  I t  was  a  wonder fu l  p lace  fo r

teenagers  to  hang ou t .  They  had b ig  dances ,  and par t ies ,  and

tardeadas,  and te r tuT ias ,  and tha t  sor t  o f  Lh ing  kept .  the  k ids

in  a  mad soc ia l  wh i r l  a l l -  the  t ime.  We met  a  l -o t  o f  our

f r i e n d s .  I  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  h o w  w e  f i r s t  k n e w  s o m e  o f  t h e m .  A

lo t .  o f  t j -mes you meeL peop le  because your  k ids  a re  f r iends

wi th  them.  I t  wasnr t  because we met  them a t  church .  We

d idn ' t  go  to  church  t .here .  We d idn ' t  go  to  church  anywhere  as

a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t . .  W e  d i d n ' t  b e l o n g  t o  a n y  c I u b s . . . j u s t  c o m m o n

i n t e r e s t s .

Y o u r  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l  i n  L a  P r i e t a ,  c o r r e c t ?

Yes.  We had a  one- room schoo l -house there .  But  we wanted  the

k ids  to  have a  l i t t le  b roader  scope than tha t .  We wanLed them

t.o know more about Mexico and have more Mexican fr iends, so

when they  were  in  schoo l ,  wh ich  goes  up  to  the  e igh th  g rade

there, w€ enrol- l -ed t .he kids downtown after school- oh,  r

wrote a story about Robert and his school downtown. It  was a

t rue exper ience.  He was in  school  downtown and he came home.

He was al l  excited about the nr.dos heroes- vou know what the

ni f ios heroes are-  because i t  was get t ing c lose to  the 15t .h  of

S e n f  e m h e r  a n d  l h e w  w e r e  h a r r i  n c r  f  h e  n r F - c e l - e b r a t i o n s  f  o r  t h e- t l r  v

15th .  The th i rd  g rade c lass  was go ing  to  have a  re -enac tment

o f  the  n i f i .os  heroes ,  you  know,  be ing  k i l led  and t .hen the  las t



one wrapp ing  h imse l f  in  the  Mex ican f lag  and th rowing  h imse l f

over  the  c l i f f  and  Chapu l tapec .  The s t .o ry  impressed Rober t  so

m u c h .  H e  w a s  r e a f l y  i m p r e s s e d .  S o  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  r e - e n a c t

i t  and every kid would have sold his soul for the part  of  the

las t  cadet ,  you  know,  the  one who wrapped h imse l f  in  the  f lag

and threw himself  over the embankment.  They aII  would have

k i l led  fo r  tha t . Then i f  they  cou ldn ' t  ge t  tha t  one,  maybe

the next to the last one that died. Robert came home from

school- one day and he was inconsolable because one thing he

hadnr t  rea l i zed  i n  a I I  t he  d rama o f  t he  s to ry  was  tha t  t he

invaders were Amer i -can.  Because they t .o1d h im that  he would

have to be Genera l  Winf ie ld-  was i t  Winf ie l -d  Scot . t?

I  t h ink  i t  was  Win f i e ld  Sco t t .

That '  s  the ro le  that  he would have to  t .ake.  Wel l - ,  he sa id he

just  d idn ' t  want  to  be that .  You know, who wants t .o  be the

mean guy k i l l ing these poor ,  brave cadets? And they sa id,

' rYou have to  be that  because you ' re an Amer ican."  And he

s a i r l  r r T r m  n n L  a n  A m e f i c a n , r r  T h e w  s a ' i  r 1  .  t r o h -  v e s  v c l l 1  a 1 e . "I  v t \ r  I v p  r v v

And he sa id ,  "An Amer ican wou l -dn ' t  do  someth ing  l - i ke  tha t . "

W e l 1 ,  t h e y  d i d  a n d  h e  r e f u s e d  t o  b e l i e v e  i t . .  H e  w a s  s o  u p s e t .

He wanted to be one of the ni f i .os heroes and he didn'  t  want to

have any th ing  to  do  w i th  be ing  an  Amer ican.  A l -so ,  he  was no t

prepared to  admi t  t .ha t  th is  ev i l  genera l  was  an  Amer ican.

That  n igh t  a f te r  schoo l  we had a  hard  t ime w i th  h im.  He jus t

d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  b e l i e v e  i t .  A n d  i t ' s  h a r d  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  a  k i d

in  the  th i rd  g rade,  a  k id  who 's  g rown up as  an  expat r j -a te .  An
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expatr iate somehow seems to develop more chauvinism than

ord inary  Amer icans  who l i ve  in  the  Sta tes .  There  are  some

t imes tha t  you ,  espec ia l l y  the  ch i ld ren ,  you  know,  Lhey ' re

d i f fe ren t .  And,  r  th lnk ,  par t  o f  the i r  de fense is  be ing  proud

of  the i r  count ry ,  so  th is  was a  very  hard  lesson fo r  poor

Rober t  to  l -earn  a t  the  tender  age o f  e igh t .

You sa id  tha t  they  were  schoo led  in  La  Pr ie ta  in  a  one- room

schoo lhouse? Do you remember  the  name o f  t .he  schoo l  teacher?

O f  c o u r s e ,  I ' 1 1  n e v e r  f o r g e t  i t .  M y  d e a r ,  d e a r  E l o i s a  T a t e m .

Her  husband was the  ch ie f  accountan t .

And she was the  schoo l  teacher?B

K

B

K

She was a wonder fu l  teacher .  My ch i l -dren just .  l -oved her .

a l l  d id .  She was a wonder fu l -  teacher .

We

What was t .he curr iculum l ike that t .hey were taught?

They taught  the  Ca lver t  course .  And they  learned the  usua l

th ings  and they  a lso  had a  s t rong emphas is  on  mytho logy-  I

don ' t  th ink  tha t .  ch i ld ren  in  pub l i c  schoo ls  t .oday ,  in  the

grade schoo ls ,  learn  mytho logy-  a  Io t  o f  compos i t . ion  wr i t ing .

She was very  s t r i c t .  They  learned t .o  s tudy .  When they  went

o f f  to  h igh  schoo l ,  they  had a l ready  learned how to  s tudy

because they  had to  s tudy  in  g rade schoo l .  I  th ink  tha t  our

ch i ld ren  go t  a  very  good educat ion .  And,  I  th ink ,  i t  was

ev idenced by  when they  d id  go  o f f  to  h igh  schoo l  they  were  a t

t h e  t o p s  o f  t h e i r  c l a s s .  A n d  t h e  o t h e r  k i d s  t h a t  h a d  g o n e  t o

p u b l i c  s c h o o l . . . o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  a l l  w e n t  o f f  t o  p r i v a t e  h i g h

s c h o o l - s ,  b u t  p e o p l e  d i d n ' t  s e n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  p r i v a t . e
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Three or  four  t imes a year .

And you would come in  and shop and. . .

Go to d inners.  Actua1ly ,  la ter  on,  there was a t ime r  had Lo

come more often because my daughter had medical problems and

I  had to  br ing her  up pret ty  of ten,  but  those t r ips were just

for  that .  purpose.

You menLioned that  the school  on ly  went  up to  the e ighth

grade.  When the t ime came for  you to  dec ide where to  p lace

your chi ldren, did you know? What options did you have?

We l l ,  we  were  l im i ted ,  o f  cou rse ,  by  economic  rea l i t i es ,  so

for Robert we sent away for a l-ot of private school-s and got

the brochures back.  He chose one t .hat  he l iked in  Tennessee.

I t ' s  ca l l - ed  Cas t l e  He igh ts  M i l i t a ry  Academy.  He  rea l l y  l i ked

the idea of  a  mi l i tary  academy.

T ^ T r . , ,  ^ ^ , , ^ , ,  * h i n k  t h a t ?Y r r r J  u v  J  v q  L r r -

Wel1 ,  f  cou ldn ' t  ac tua l l y  b lame h im much  a f te r  f  saw the

brochures for  the pr ivate boys '  school -s  that  weren ' t .  mi l i tary

academies .  They  s t ressed  soc ia l  g races ,  hav ing  tea  w i th  the

dean, learning to bal-Iroom dance and that. was enough for

Rober t  t o . . .  ( t e lephone  r i ngs ,  t ap ing  s topped  and  s ta r t . ed

again)

This  is  a  cont inuat ion of  the in terv iew wi th  Kathryn Byrd.

Today ' s  da te  i s  May  14 ,  1 ,996 .

Since I  last .  ta lked to  you,  I  was worr ied about  one par t .  o f

our  in terv iew and that  was about  South Afr ica.  I  was af ra id

tha t  I  seemed  ve rv  i nsens i t i ve  abou t  t he  rac ia l  con f l i c t  i n

B

K

B
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grade schoo ls .  The o ther  s tudents  had gone to  pub l i c  g rade

schoo l -s  and they  jus t  d idn ' t  have the  prepara t ion  tha t  our

c h i l d r e n  d i d  f o r  h i g h  s c h o o l .  T h e y  j u s t  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e

background.

B :  Y o u r r e  n o t  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  t . h a t ' s  t o l d m e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  i n  t h e

pas t  I  thought  tha t  the  t rans i t ion  f rom go ing  to  schoo l  there

and then go ing  to  schoo l  here  wou ld  have been d i f f i cu l t .  They

jus t  s l - id  r igh t  in  and they  exce l led .  They  usua l ly  d id  be t te r

than the i r  peers  and tha t  they  a l - I  went  on  to  ob t .a in  advanced

r l a a r a o  a

I t ' s  t r ue  o f  a lmos t  eve ryone  I r ve  known .

So you were c loser  to  EI  Paso when you were in  La Pr ie ta?

Oh ,  yes .

How of ten d id you go to  EI  Paso?

Maybe three t imes a year .

End of Tape Two

Side A

Beginning of Tape Two

S i d e  B

Mrs.  Byrd,  you ment ioned that  you came to EI  Paso about  three

t imes  a  yea r .
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South  Af r i ca .  And f  d idn 'L  want  to  appear  tha t  wdy ,  bu t  the

more I  thought.  about i t  the more I  real ized that I  was

i n s e n s i t i v e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I  t r u l v  w a s .  W e  l i v e d  s u c h  a n

i n s u l a t e d  l i f e .  W e  d i d n ' t  l - i v e  i n  a n  a r e a  w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e

rac j -al-  tensions of any kind that f  was aware of .  And al l  the

prob lems were  in  the  c i t ies  and in  o ther  par ts  o f  the  count ry .

f  have to  admi t  tha t  to  a  q rea t  ex ten t  f  was  insens i - t i ve  a t

tha t  t ime,  bu t ,  I  th ink ,  par t  o f  i t  was  because o f  our  insu l -a r

f r ! 9 .

Wel l ,  that  would have probably  been the case in  every min ing

camp that  you l ived in .  You were insulated f rom the

envi ronment  surrounding you.

Tha t ' s  t r ue .  Tha t ' s  why  I  en joyed  ve ry  much  t he  p l aces  I

l ived when I  d idn ' t .  l - ive in  a min ing camp.  I  fe l t  that  I  got

to  know the people,  the country ,  the customs,  everyth ing a lo t .

bet ter  than in  a min ing camp.  And those p laces were only

Taxco,  Mexico,  and Cochabamba,  Bof iv ia .  Those were the only

two p laces where I  d idn ' t  l ive in  a min ing camp,  so,  anyway,

we '11  ge t  back  t . o  Pa r ra l .

Rober t  wen t  away  to  schoo l -  t hen  sho r t l y  a f te r .  Le t ' s

see /  e i t he r  t h ree  o r  f ou r  yea rs  a f t . e r ,  I  can ' t  r emember ,  Ka ty

went  out  to  school - .  She went  to  Loret to  Academy in  EI  Paso.

She spent  four  very happy years there.  She l -oved i t .  Then

when she graduated she came to school here in Las Cruces and

majored in  agr icu l tura l  engineer ing wi th  a 1ot  o f  c iv i l

engi-neering. Then when Katy was in her freshman year here at
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the co l lege,  d t  the  Un ivers i ty ,  Bebe a lso  s ta r ted  schoo l  a t

Lore t to .  The fo l low ing  year  we le f t  Mex ico  and went  Lo

Colorado,  where  we l - i ved  fo r  th ree  years  be fore  we le f t  fo r

N icaragua.  What  e lse  can I  te l l  you  about  tha t?

While your chi ldren were away at schoo1 did they return home

o f t e n  t o  v i s i t  v o u ?

Yes.  The g i r l s  in  E l  Paso were  ab le  to ,  o f  course ,  bu t  Rober t .

d idn ' t  come home o f ten .  He came home fo r  Chr is tmas and

summer .  That  was a l - l  .

What.  was the t rans i t ion l ike for  them? Did they wr i te  l -e t ters

home tel l ing you about what l i fe was l ike away from home?

When Rober t .  was in  school  i t  was a mi l - i tary  school .  They were

n r e f . t w  s f r i e t  a n d  h e  W a S  1 . a d l  l i r a d  l - n  r u r i l g  a  l e t t e f  O n C e  a

week,  so we heard f rom him once a week.  We heard f rom the

gi r ls  eas i ly  once or  twice a week and then they would caI I .

Katy had a hard t ime when she f i rs t  went  away to  school - .  She

used to ca l l  and b lubber  for  ten minutes and I  got  so my

husband and I  bot .h  hated to  answer the phone and we'd sdy,

"Wha t  i s  i t ?  Wha t ' s  t he  ma t te r?  A re  they  bad  to  you?r r  r rNo .

(mimics vo ice of  daughter  cry ing)  I  just  miss you guys.  "  But

she got  over  i t  and she has very fond memor ies of  that  school .

A whi le  back I  had asked vou about  the soc ia l  in teract ion in

f  h o  m i  n ' i  n n  F =-rmps and y"; had mentioned that you had many

fr iends in  Parra l .  What .  about  the soc ia l  in teract ion between

f  h e  f  h r e e  . e m r ) S  i n  t h e  n e a r  v i c i n i t v Z

Oh,  yes ,  de f i n i t e l y .  We  inv i t ed  the  o the r  camps  to  ou r
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par t ies  and they  inv i ted  us  to  the i r  par t ies ,  and we knew

everybody in t .he other camps. I t  was  a  very  c lose

re la t i onsh ip ,  no t  as  c lose  as  l i v i ng  i n  t he  camp was ,  bu t  a l l -

o f  us enjoyed being wi th  outs iders because we saw so much of

each other  on a dai ly  bas is .  We enjoyed get t ing what  we

cal - Ied the outs ide wor ld  or  o ther  people,  so i t  worked out

ve ry  n i ce l y  f o r  us .

How did Kat.y meet her husband?

She was v is i t ing some f r iends in  San Francisco del  Oro where

J immy l ived.  This  is  the way I  remember i t .  They were

play ing pool  and he s tar ted p lay ing wi th  them. She beat  h im

at pool and she came home and said that she had met this boy

that  was real ly  s tuck up.  I  asked what  h is  name was and she

sa id ,  " J immy  Humphreys .  Oh ,  he  i s  j us t  so  s tuck  up . "  Tha t ' s

a l l  she sa id about  h im for  about  two or  t .hree weeks.  Then she

quit saying he was stuck up and the next thing I knew every

t ime I  looked up he was there.  He was a very re lent less

sui tor  f  would say.  They were both f i f teen years o ld.

B

K
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So young.

Yes,  so  young.  They  s ta r ted  go ing

He was her  f i rs t  boy f r iend and she

And now t.hey have been marr ied for

t h e y ' v e  k n o w n  e a c h  o t h e r  f o r e v e r .

Where were they marr ied?

together  and that  was i t .

was  h i s  f i r s t  g i r l f r i end .

a l -most  twenty years,  but

In  El  Paso at  the Humphreys '  house.  We were l iv ing in

Colorado at  that  t ime and they wanted to  be marr ied in  El_ paso
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because o f  a l l  t .he i r  f r iends  f rom Mex ico  wou ld  f ind  i t  verv

d i f f i cu t t  to  ge t  up  to  Co lorado.  Most  o f  our  f r iends  were

there ,  too .  I t  was  a  very  good dec is ion  and the  Humphreys '

graciously had the wedding in their  home and i t  was very nice.

I t  was  a  n ice  wedd inq .

Q a  a f  f  a r  i -  h a r r  m r r r i  a d  t - h a '- - - -y  never  went  back  to  l i ve  in  the

camp? By then,  had they  each had the i r  own careers?

They mar r ied  a  week a f te r  they  graduated  f rom co l lege.  J im

graduated  f rom UTEP [Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  E ] -  Paso l  and Katy

graduated from NMSU. They went to Texas A&M to do their

g raduate  work .  They  bo th  went  there .  And Katy  f in ished

bef  o re  J im d id  and she moved to  Roswel l ,  [New Mex ico ]  ,  the

place where she got a job- she was going to go anywhere she

got  a  job-  then when he  go t  ou t  a  year  l -a te r ,  he  fo l lowed her

and t .hey 've  s t .ayed in  Roswel - l  ever  s ince .

And Bebe?

Bebe  l i ves  i n  Co l -o rado .  She  has  two  g i r1s .

What  was l - i fe  l ike for  you af ter  everyone l -e f t  the nest? Did

you have the empty nest syndrome?

Oh,  i t  r ea11y  hu r t  me  a  l o t  as  each  one  l e f t ,  bu l ,  you  know,

by  t he  t ime  t he  t h i r d  one  l e f t . . . ha l l e l u j ah !  ( l aughs )  Tha t ' s

t rue ,  bu t  as  each  one  l e f t ,  j - t  was  ve ry  ha rd .  I t  r ea l I y  was .

Then we began to enjoy a new phase of  our  l ives.

When Bebe le f t  were you st i l l  in  La Pr ie ta? Or by then had

\ t A 1  1  m n r r a A ?
- f  e s

B e b e  d i d n ' t  l e a v e . We le f t .  We went  to  N icaragua and she
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d i d n t t  w a n t  t o  c o m e  w i t h  u s .

So Bebe s tayed?

Bebe s tayed in  Co l -o rado.  She had f in ished h igh  schoo l  and she

d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  c o m e  w i t h  u s  a n d  s h e  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  q o  t o

c o } l e g e ,  s o  s h e  j u s t  s t a y e d  t h e r e ,  i n  C o l o r a d o .  A n d  s h e ' s

l - r e e n  l -  h a r e  m o s f  
' l  

w .  e \ / e r  s i  n C e .I  L t t v p v L I  t

Was Mr. Byrd working in Colorado? Is t .hat why you were al l

there  fo r  those th ree  years?

Yes.  He was work ing  fo r  ASARCO a lso  in  Co lorado.

Whereabouts  in  Co lorado?

A l i t . t le  town cal led Leadvi l le ,  west .  o f  Denver ,  in  the

mountains that has more snowfal- l- than most any place in the

U.S . ,  bu t  we  came to  l i ke  Leadv i l l e .  The  wea the r  a t  f i r s t

r o : ' l ' l  r r  e a a r a r l  m e .  I  h a d  [ 3 r d 1 r r  q a o n  c n ^ r r r  i  n  m \ /  
' l  

i  f  a  a n d  i tI I ! U

jus t  came down by the foot .  And i t  was on the ground there

a l l  w in te r  I ong .  I  s ta r ted  sk i i ng .

Cross -  country?

Cross-country .  And I  loved i t .  Cross-country  is  a  wonder fu l

way to  go.  You just  go out .  They had t . ra i l -s  a l - I  over  the

p lace  the re .  You  s ign  i n .  I  spen t  a  1o t  o f  t ime ,  dL  f i r s t ,

look ing for  somebody to  go wi th  i l€ ,  then f  rea l ized that  I

r ea11y  d i dn ' t . . . i f  somebody  cou1d ,  a l r i gh t ,  i f  t hey

cou ldn t l .  You  s ign  i n  and  ou t .  o f  t he  t ra i l s .  You  know,

you ' re  pe r fec t l y  sa fe .  I  wen t .  on  some c i t i zen  sk i  races .  I

had  a  g rea t  t ime .

You' re an o lympic woman.
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Yes.  An o lympic  woman.  I  th ink  I  was  about  fo r ty -seven,

f o r t y - e i g h t  w h e n  I  s t a r t e d  t o  s k i .

Leadv i l le .  That  doesn ' t  sound l i ke  a  very  romant j -c  name.

Oh,  you sound l - i ke  my ch i ld ren .  They  were  hor r i f ied .  They

ca l led  i t  "Deadv i11e"  be fore  t .hey  even saw i t .  They  sa id ,  t rwe

d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  g o  t o  L e a d v i l - l - e .  "  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  w a n L

t o  1 e a v e  L a  P r i e t a .  T h e y  w e r e n ' t  r e a l l y  l e a v i n g  L a  P r i e t a .

They  were  a l ready  ou t  o f  schoo l ,  bu t  to  be  ab le  to  go  back  to

L a  P r i e t a . . .  T h e y  w e r e n ' t  v e r y  h a p p y  a b o u t  L e a d v i } l e .

What  were  the  J - iv ing  ar rangemenLs l i ke  in  Leadv i l le?

We had a  company house tha t  was  very  n ice , .  d r  o ld - fash ioned

house tha t  we l i ked  very  much w i th  rad ia to rs  and s team heat ,

wh ich  I  found ou t .  i s  the  most  wonder fu l  th inq  in  the  wor ld .

f  l o v e  s t e a m  h e a t .

I t ' s  g o o d  f o r  y o u r  s k i n ,  i s n ' t  i t ?

Y e s ,  a n d  y o u  n e e d  i t  i n  L e a d v i l l e  s i n c e  i t  i s  s o  h i g h .  I t ' s

so  h igh  t .ha t .  i t ' s  very  d ry  up  there .  We had a  good t . ime in

Leadv i l - le .  And fo r  the  f  i r s t  t ime s ince  I  had le f  t  t .he

S t a t e s ,  I  w o r k e d .  I  j o i n e d  a  w o m a n r s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s - r a i s i n g

group because I  thought I  had missed out.  on al_l_ that st .uf  f  .

I  d idn ' t .  do  too  we l -1  in  the  woman '  s  consc iousness- ra i -s incr

group.

D id  t .hey  say  tha t  you  ra ised the i r  consc iousness  too  much?

W e ] I ,  w h e n  I ' d  h e a r  t h e i r  c o m p l a i n t s ,  f  c o u l d n ' t  s e e  a n y t h i n g

t o  t h e m .  A n d  I ' m  p r e t t y  m u c h  a  f e m i n i s t . ,  b u t  s o m e  o f  t h e s e

w o m e n . . .  I  d i d n ' t  s t a y  i n  t h e  g r o u p .  I  d i d n ' t  b e l o n g  i n
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tha t  g roup.  I  d idn ' t  have those k inds  o f  p rob lems.  Maybe I

d i d n ' t  k n o w  i t ,  b u t  I  w a s  h a p p y .

What made you decide to go back to work?

f  wanted  to .  f  had done in  Mex ico  the  usua l  char i ty  work  and

I  h a d  t a u g h t  E n g l i s h .  I  g a v e  c l a s s e s  i n  E n g l i s h .

n h  / r i  A n  t  g  t e l l  m e  t h a t .v L t ,  l  v u  v r v r r

WeI l ,  i - t  was  j us t  a  s ide l i ne  k ind  o f  t h ing .

I can imagine with al l  of your chi ldren gone that you had that.

much more t. ime to f i l l  in. Did you have any hobbies when you

were l iving in any of the mining camps?

We}I ,  when we wenL to Taxco everyone in  Taxco was an ar t is t ,

so  I  dec ided  to  be  an  a r t i s t .

T r T a ' l ' l  ^ 1  - 1 7 p ; l  l - h a  a r r i l - r r  j . i r l n r l -  r r n r r ?v Y E I I  I  y V L I  I J r d y e u  L r r L  y q f , u q !  /  r . , t _ L ( l l l  L  y U L l t

Oh heavens ,  t ha t  was  on l y  fo r  l ea rn ing  Span ish .  I 'm  no

mus ic ian .  Bu t  I  dec ided  to  be  an  a r t i s t  and  I  go t  a l l  o f  t he

paraphernal - ia  because everyone in  Taxco was an ar t is t ,  I  mean,

i f  you  l i ve  j - n  Taxco .  I f  you ' re  no t  an  a r t i s t ,  peop le  assume

t.hat you are. I  found out that I could no more paint than I

could s ing and p lay the gui tar ,  so I  had to  g ive up on that .

At  t .hat  t ime I  was pregnant .  I  could not  get  out  in  Taxco

much at  a l l  because of  the ter ra in .  I  had Rober t ,  who was

ve ry  l i t t l - e  and  Ka ty  was  bo rn .  I  d idn ' t  have  a  l o t  o f  t ime  to

do th ings there or  even in terest ,  f  would say.  I  was

in te res ted  i n  my  ch i l d ren  a t  t ha t  po in t .

Wh i ch  i s  a  f u l l - t ime  i ob  i n  i t se l f .

I  made  1 t  so .
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B : Did you have any pets  whi fe  you were in  Mexico?

We a lways  had  pe ts .  We tve  had  pe ts  eve rywhere  we  1 i ved . . .

a lways,  a t  least ,  a  caL.  Then in  La Pr ie ta we had everyth ing

because Rober t .  was a nature lover ;  he had a pet  raccoon,  he

had  snakes . . . a11  k i nds  o f  snakes .  We  had  a  ca t ,  we  had  a  dog ,

and they were always bringing home some mangy dog or something

that. we would just. have to get r id of in some quiet way. The

k ids  cou ld  f i nd  the  mos t  p i t i f u l ,  m ise rab le ,  ha l f -dy ing

animals and br ing them home.  Oh,  and Rober t  had a pet  b i rd

tha t  used  to  s i t  on  h i s  shou lde r  and  go  a l l -  ove r  t he  p lace .

The snakes used to co i l -  around h is  neck as he walked a l l -  over

the prace.  The raccoon was very mischievous and got  in to

t rouble and wou]d unro l l  the to i le t  paper  aI l  over  the house,

get  in to the to i le t  and take a very messy bath squi r t ing waE,er

a l l  ove r  t he  ba th room.  We had  l o t s  o f  pe ts ,  l o t s  o f  t hem.

Were you in  Mexico dur inq the Mexicanizat ion or  had you

a l ready  l e f t ?

No .  We were  the re  du r ing  the  Mex ican iza t i on  and  a f te r .

D id  you  no t i ce  a  change  in  r i f e  a f te r  t he  Mex ican iza t i on  wen t

in to  e f fec t .?

f  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  y e a r  i t .  w e n t  i n t o  e f f e c t .  f r m  n o t  s u r e .  I

shou ld  ask .  The Mex ican iza t ion  d idn ' t  make a  d i f fe rence in  my

l i f e  u n l e s s -  r ' m  r e a l l y  u n c l e a r  a s  t o  w h e n  i t  b e g a n -  b u t  r

know t.hat when we f i rst  went there, nearly everybody in the

co lony  was Amer ican.  Then by  the  t ime we ]e f t ,  the  co lony  was

m o s t l y  M e x i c a n .  r  d i d n ' t  l i k e  l i v i n g  i n  a  c o l o n y  t h a t  w a s
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c l -osed,  you know, that  was only  Amer icans.  I  rea l ly  d idn ' t

l ike that very much. I l iked it  much bet.ter when j-t .  was open

and we had Amer icans and Mexicans,  a  n ice mix.  f t  was just  a

more  i n te res t i ng  p lace .

Was there a b ig change-over  in  the management? f rve heard

that  when the MexicanizaLion went  in to ef fect .  Many of  the

Amer i cans  l e f t .

You know, frm going to go have to ask my husband what year

that. happened.

f  don ' t  know  the  exac t  yea r  e i t he r .  The  l a te  [ 19 ]60s .

I t  d idn ' t  seem to  make  a  b ig  d i f f e rence  to  us  excep t  t ha t ,  I

be1ieve,  d t  t .hat  t ime Mexicans began get t ing promot ions to

h igher  jobs,  which was someth ing that  we thought  was a long

t ime  in  coming .  Bu t  t o  us ,  pe rsona l l y ,  I  don ' t .  know i f  i t

made a b ig d i f ference to  my husband on the work s ide of  i t .

I  d idn ' t  f ee l  any  d i f f e rence  i n  ou r  l i ves .

When did you l-eave Mexico? What year?

We 1ef t .  Parra l  in  L974,  so i f  the Mexicanizat . ion,  which is

very unc lear  in  my mind-  i t  cer ta in ly  meant  noth ing in  my

l i f e -  was  i n  the  l a te  [19 ]  50s ,  bu t .  we  were  the re  gu i te  a  few

years af ter  that . .  Then we went  to  Nicaragua in  I1-9)78.

Nicaragua was qui te  the exper ience.  We couldn ' t  he lp but

re f l ec t  t ha t  we  had  l e f t  A f r i ca  twen ty *odd  yea rs  be fo re

fear ing that .  a  revolut ion was imminent ,  then we walked in to

Nicaragua.  And a day af ter  we got  there the newspaper  edi tor

was assassinated and the whole p lace just .  fe l1  apar t . .  We were
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i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a  r e v o f u t i o n .

How d id  you a l l  end  up  in  N icaragua?

Wit.h the same company. Bob was asked to go and we did. We

thought we were back in the States to stay when we were in

Co lorado,  bu t  they  needed h im in  N icaragua.  He l i ked  i t

be t te r .  He loved the  work  there .  A11 the  men l -oved N icaragua

and a l l  the  women hat .ed  i t .

Te l l  me why.

I  wonder  why.  A l l  the  men jus t  loved the  work  and i t  d idn ' t

bo ther  the  men tha t  we were  a l - l  so  i so la ted .  I  had to  do

wi thout  a  lo t .  o f  th ings .  And the  women,  I  guess ,  the

iso la t ion  bo thered the  women and the  l -ack  o f  ava i lab l -e

foodst.uffs and things that we would have l iked to do some

creat ive  cook ing  w i th .  D id  Peggy Humphreys  te I I  you  tha t  she

was in  N icaragua?

S h e  m e n t i o n e d  i t  b r i e f l y  i n  p a s s i n g .

r  knew tha t  they  had been there ,  bu t  many years  be fore  they

went to Mexic^ I  nnn 1'rara-s they went to Mexico when they

f i r s t  m a r r i e d .

Yes ,  i n  t he  ve ry  ea r l y  days  o f  t he i r  mar r i age .

ta lk  too much about  i t .

S h e  d i d n ' t

rn  the i r  very ear ly  days r  remember that  r  ca l ]ed her  f rom

Colorado because she had been there,  to  Bonanza,  the same

mining camp we were going to .  I  ca l led her  and I  sa id,

"Peggy,  we' re going to  Bonanza.  What  can you te1 l  me about

i t ? ' '  And  she  was  j us t  a  d ip lomat .  A11  she  sa id  was ,  , , I rm
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su re  i t ' s  much  be t te r  now than  when  I  was  the re . ' ,  We11 ,  I

don ' t  be l i eve  i t  was .  We  f l _ew  i n  on  t hese  l _ i t t l e . . . I  don ' t

know the type of  a i rp lane i t  was,  but  they were the p lanes

t.hat had f lown the China Hump. I mean, the exact same planes

tha t  had  done  tha t .  i n  t he  [19 ]30s .  A11  the  s igns  i ns ide  the

plane and everyth ing were in  Chinese.  These were the same

planes.  We took our  dog wi th  us.  The dog we had in  parra l -

she was t .he ch i ldren 's  dog and when a l l  the ch i l_dren le f t ,  she

ended up as our  dog-  we took her  f rom parra l  to  Leadvi l le .

Then we took her with us to Nicaragua and when we got. to the

airport in Managua to f1y over to the colony, I took one l_ook

a t  t ha t  p lane  and  sa id ,  " I ' f l I  no t  l e t t i ng  po l l y  go  i n  t he

baggage compartment  of  that  p lane."  Bob said,  "you have ro.

They ' r e  no t  go ing  t o . . .  f  sa i d ,  "We11 ,  t hen  I 'm  noL  go ing

t f f  l l  T { a  q a i d  l l T r T h a f  r r a  v n r I  a n i n a  f - n  r l n ? l l  l l T l m  i , r a t -  a n . i h ^  F ^u v .  r r u  o q r u /  v r l t a L  c t l s  y u L r  y v r r t y  L ( J  u u :  I  l n  J  U l r L  g U _ L I I g  L O

ho ld  he r  i n  my  a rms . "  We I l ,  o f  cou rse ,  i t  d i dn ' t .  maLLe r .  I t

d idn ' t  ma t te r  a t  a l l .  The re  were  peop le  s i t t i ng  nex t  t o  me

wi t .h  a box of  ch ickens in  the i r  Iap.  There was somebody erse

w i t h ,  no t  on  t ha t  f l i gh t . . . a  man  had  an  oce lo t  on  a  l eash .  I

f e l t  someth ing  under  my  foo t .  r  t e ] I  you ,  i t  was  rea1 Iy  w i1d .

You reached down to fasten your  seat  be l t  and you f ind out

t .hat  the c lasp wasnr t  there;  you coul -dn ' t  buck l -e your  seat

be1 t .  r t  was  rea ] l y  w i l d .  And  tha t  was  ou r  l i f e - r i ne  to  the

m ine .  We  go t  ou r  supp l i es  i n  by  a i r . . . ou r  ma i I .  We  had  no

te lephone contact .  wi th  the outs ide worrd.  There was radio

contact  a t  the a j - rpor t ,  but  when the revolut ion s t .ar ted t .he
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airport was bombed and we had no more radio conLact. The

f l ights  s topped because the whole country  was at  war ,  so we

were  i so la ted  comp le te l y  f rom May  un t i l ,  o f  cou rse ,  t he

Sandanis t .as t r iumphed in  the revolut ion in  Ju ly .  f  forget  the

exact  date,  but  the country  was st i l l  torn up and noth ing was

normal ,  so we d idn ' t  rea l ly  have any communicat ion unt i l  about

October. f  had a ham radio and r had a very good ham radj-o

opera to r  f r i end  i n  Co l l ege  S ta t i on ,  Texas .  He  had  go t ten  i n

touch wi th  me on behal f  o f  Katy and he l ived in  Bryant ,  Texas

where she was going to  school .  I  could ta lk  to  Katy and I  d id

once a week by the ham radio.

She must .  have been beside hersel - f  wi th  worry .

P robab ly  no t  so  much  because ,  we I1 . . .  Then  a f te r  a  wh i l e  I

couldn ' t  ta lk  to  her  because t .he Sandanis tas had changed a l l

the radio l- icenses and everything and mine was no longer

val id ,  but  I  kept  a  k ind of  a  c landest . ine date on the radio

wi th  my contact .  wi thout  ident i fy ing mysel f .  He could ta lk  to

me and te l l  me th ings.  At  l -east  i t  was some l - i t t le  contact

and we had i t .  in  case of  emergencies.

Did the company make any ef for t  to  move you to  a safer  p lace?

Yes,  you would th ink t .he State Depar tment  woul -d or  someth ing.

We were so iso lated that  nobody coul -d get  to  us.  We were just

forgot ten.  The company d id worry  about  us a lo t .  My radio

contact  woul -d ca l l  the New York of f ice and t .e1 l  them when he

had talked to me and how things were. Then the company sent

a sh ip wi th  food suppl ies because we were running l -ow.  When
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the Sandanis tas invaded the people f rom the v i l lage had

ransacked the warehouse and the store and the butcher shop and

taken everyth ing.  I t  was k ind of  a  wi ld  th ing;  everybody went

wi ld .  The of f ices were broken in to and equipmenL was e i ther

dest royed or  taken.  Wel- l - ,  the company sent  a  sh ip and the

Mosqui to  Ind ians on the coast  saw the sh ip coming.  We had a

hard t j -me get t ing our  suppl ies of f  the sh ip because they sa id

tha t  t he  sh ip  was  sen t  by  the  Queen ,  t he i r  Queen .  They  s t i l l

thought  of  themselves as Br i t ish subjects  and that  the eueen

had sent  them the sh ip fu I1 of  food.  F ina l ly ,  through

negot ia t ions by g iv ing them par t  o f  i t  they re leased i t .

We had a hard t ime,  those months of  rea l  iso lat ion and we

were e i ther  rea l -  bored to  death or  scared to  death.  we had

weeks of  just  complete boredom and then,  a l l  o f  a  sudden,

there would be a rumor that  the sandanis tas were coming back

or  that  the guard ia was coming back and then we would be

scared to  death.  r  remember once we got  in to a t tzzy because

these two sandanis ta so ld iers  were walk ing up the road to  the

camp and, oh my goodness, out of the whole town, they came

s t ra igh t  t o  ou r  house  and -  they  weren ' t  r ea l  sandan is tas ,  t hey

were  j us t . . .  Tha t  was  the  p rob lem then , .  you  d idn ' t  know who

was a sandanis ta and who wasn' t . .  Anybody could put  a  kerchief

over his face and carry a gun. And everybody did, so we

didn ' t .  know.  when the war  was over ,  the sandanis tas d id come

to our  house,  the leaders of  the Sandanis ta par ty .  I t  was a

very in terest ing meet ing wi th  them. we d idn ' t  know that  they



were  comingf .  And dur ing  one o f  the i r  ra ids  on  the  v i l lage

t .hey  had p lan ted  I i t . t . Ie  red  and b l -ack  c repe paper  f lags  around

in  d i f fe ren t  par ts  o f  t .he  co lony .  And I  took  one o f  them as

a souven i r ;  I  had  i t  on  a  s t i ck  and I  had i t  s tuck  in  a  f l -ower

base.  f t  d idn ' t  mean any th ing  to  f f ie ,  jus t  a  souven i r ,  bu t

they came in and they saw that f lag and, I  think, they thought

tha t  we were  suppor te rs .  Of  course ,  we were ,  in  a  way.  A t

tha t  t ime,  everybody wanted  the  Sandan is tas  to  w in .  They  were

very  f r iend ly .  They  had the i r  guns .  They  d idn ' t .  have the i r

masks  on  because the  war  was over ,  bu t  they  a l l  car r ied  the i r

weapons.  They  were  very  in te res t ing  peop le .  One o f  them had

gone to  schoo l  in  France.  They  were  a l -1  we l l -educated .  These

were  the  leaders  who came;  the  very  same l_eaders  who la te r

became so  d isappo in ted  in  the  Sandan is ta  par ty  and go t  ou t  o f

t .he  movement  a f t .e r  a l - l  those sacr j - f i ces .  They  d idn ' t  l i ke

what  i t  had  tu rned in to ,  wh ich  was rea l l y  un for tunate .

Everybody was d isappo in ted  by  tha t . .  I  sa id  tha t  f  was  pro-

Sandan is t .a ,  bu t  somet imes they  made i t .  hard  fo r  me.

End of Tape Two

Side B



Beginning of Tape Three

Side  A

E v e r y  a f L e r n o o n  a t  3 : 3 0  p . m . -  t h i s  w a s  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  b e f o r e

t.he war was over- they had t .hese broadcasts to inci te the

campes inos  to  he lp  them.  I  l i s tened to  th is  fa i th fu l l y  every

day. They would tel l  them how to make homemade bombs. I

Iearned how to make a home-made bomb with kerosene and

s u g a r . . . a n d  a  m o l o t o v  c o c k t a i l - ,  d s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t .  T h e y

woul-d always close i t  of f  by singing the hymn of the

Sandan is tas  wh ich  was very  unk ind  toward  the  Amer icans .  We

were cal led the Yankee trai- tors who would someday be

vanqu ished:  "A  l -os  yank is  enemigos  de  7a  humanidad. "  WeI I ,

I  d idn ' t  l i ke  be ing  ca l led  enemy o f  humani ty  very  much.  In

fac t ,  when the  Sandan is ta  o f f i cers  came to  our  house I  to ld

them tha t .  I  sa id ,  r r l rm very  sympathet ic  to  your  cause and

near ly  everyone in  your  count ry  was,  bu t .  i t ' s  very  d is tu rb ing

to  me to  be  ca l led  the  enemy o f  humani ty .  Those are  s t rong

w o r d s  a n d  I  d o n ' t  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e m . "  A n d  t h e y  s a i d ,  " W €  d o n ' t

m e a n  y o u  p e r s o n a l l y .  W e  j u s t  m e a n  y o u r  c o u n t r y ,  j u s t  y o u r

g o v e r n m e n t ,  n o t  y o u .  "  I  s a i d ,  " W e I I  t h a t ' s  m e .  I  s t i l - l  t a k e

i t  persona l ly . "  They  s imp ly  cou ldn 'L  unders tand why I  cou ld

feel of fended over those words when al- l  they meant was the

government  and no t  me.  A f te r  the  war  when the  U.S.  sent  the

f i rst  new ambassador to Managua to be the ambassador in the
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new governmenL he was met at the airport  with a man that

p layed the  h imno nac ionaL o f  the  Sandan is tas  w i th  t .hose words .

A very  sLrong pro tes t  was  made by  the  U.S.  government ,

fortunately,  so they removed the words from the song, but

except  by  tha t  t ime every  schoo}  ch i ld ,  every  g rown person,

every  s ing le  person in  N icaragua,  was used to  s ing ing  i t  tha t

way.  I t  on ly  had two verses  in  i t -  and tha t  was  on  o f  them-

so I  don '  t  th ink  i t  d id  much c rood.

Where  d id  you go  f rom Nicaragua?

we were ,  ac tua l l y ,  run  ou t  o f  N icaragua.  The sandan is tas  kept

t a l k i n g  o u t  o f  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e i r  m o u t h .  T h e y ' d  s d y ,  , , W e

w a n t  y o u  s t a y .  D o n ' t  g o .  "  B e c a u s e  a l l  d u r i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t j - o n ,

t h e  m i n e ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  b i g  r a i d  o n  t h e  v i ] l a g e ,

the mine worked every day. r t  was the only busi-ness or

industry in al l  of  Nicaragua that worked every day during the

r e v o l u t i o n .

Why was tha t?

w e  w e r e  i s o l a t e d .  s e e ,  t h e  s a n d a n i s t a s  c a m e  i n ,  s t r u c k  t h e

mine and then lef t .  Then Llne guardra was afraid to come back

f o r  f e a r  t h a t  t h e y ' d  c o m e  a g a i n .  w e  w e r e  t h e r e  a n d  t h e r e

w a s n ' t  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t o  d o .  B o b  s a i d ,  " T h e y  m i g h t  a s  w e l _ I

w o r k .  w e r r e  n o t  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  s i t  a r o u n d . "  A n d  e v e r y b o d y

want.ed to work; they wanted to make money, al though there

wasnrt .  anyt.hing you could do with your money, but they could

save i t  fo r  somet ime a f te r  the  war  when they  cou ld  spend i t .

Yeah, they kept.  saying that they wanted us to stay and they
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said that  t .hey wanted Bob to sLay,  that  he 'd been so good

there.  They knew that  I  had star ted a char i ty  th ing-  weI l ,  I

can hard ly  ca1l  i t  a  char i ty  th ing.  Bonanza only  had a

segundar ia  school ,  which is  h igh school ,  for  about  three years

and they were very,  very proud of  i t .  Up unt i l  then t .hey 'd

never  had one.  Whi le  i t  was f ree to  at . tend segundar ia ,  a l l

the books had to  be purchased and the uni forms,  which

consis ted only  of  a  whi te  sh i r t  and a dark sk i r t  or  pant .s ,  i t

had to  purchased.  There were some k ids who want .ed to  go to

segundana who couldn ' t  a f ford the books and,  rea11y,  couldn ' t

a f fo rd  even  t . he  un i fo rms ,  so  I  s ta r t . ed  a  fund - ra i se r . . . ge t . t i ng

together funds to supply uniforms and books for the kids who

wanted t .o  go to  school .  And the Sandanis tas were people who

apprec iated th ings l - ike that .  They real l_y d id.  They knew a

lot  about  us by the end of  the war .  They sa id that  they l iked

us and that  we were the k ind of  people they wanted there and

a l l  t h i s .  On  the  o the r  hand ,  t hey  made  i t  i nc reas ing l y

d i f f icu l t .  Then they would go downtown r ight  a f ter  they 'd

spoken to my husband about. not leaving and incite the

populat ion by say ing,  "This  mine is  yours now.  The fore igner

w i l l  be  ge t t i ng  ou t . r r  We l l - ,  w€  wou ld  hea r  tha t ,  so  when  i t

came t ime to leave Bob fe l t  he just  couldn ' t  s tay there any

more .  I t  was  becoming  too  imposs ib le ,  so  we  le f t ;  i t  wasn , t

easy .  They  sen t  i n  a  m i l i t a ry  p lane  fo r  us .  Tha t  ge t t . i ng

away that  day was pret ty  tough.

Then we went  to  Ar izona and we l i ved  there  a  coup le  o f
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years in  a p lace caI led Casa Grande,  Ar izor ta,  which was

uneven t fu l ,  excep t /  once  aga in ,  I  go t  a  j ob  because  f  was  back

in  t he  S ta tes .

Were you with the same company?

Yes.  Then we were sent  to  Bol - iv ia .

Same company?

Same company.  We enjoyed t .he Bol iv ian exper ience very much.

I t  was  so  d i f f e ren t  f rom any th ing . . . and  we  l i ved  i n  a  c i t y ,

Cochabamba ,  a  beau t i f u l  c i t y .  r t ' s  ca l I ed  a  c i t y  o f  e te rna l -

spr ing-  per fect  c l imate,  wonder fu l  vegetables and f ru i ts ,  good

baker ies ,  a  l - o t  o f  pove r t y ,  t hough ,  o f  cou rse ,  i n  Bo l i v i a  as

you can imagine.  I  became involved wi th  the qovernmenr

orphanage there.  r  formed a group of  vo lunLeers.  we ra ised

money and d id pro jects  at  the orphanage.  we bought  sheet .s  and

cl -othes.  we f  ina l ly  rea l - ized what  the real  need was af  ter

seeing a l l  these th ings that  we want .ed to  change.  The real -

need was food,  so we just  s t .ar ted buying food every week,

which your  doI lar  could go so f  ar  in  Bol - iv ia .  whi l -e  we were

the re  t . he re  was  a  te r r i b le  i n f l a t i on ,  j us t  t e r r i b le .  when  we

got  there,  the exchange rate was about  t .welve pesos to  the

dol lar  and when we l -e f t  i t  was someth ing l ike ten mi l ] ion to

the  do ] l a r .  Eve ry  week . . . t he  nex t  week  i t  wou ld  be  fo r t y  t o

one, and then it  wourd be a hundred to one, and then a hundred

and f i f ty  to  one.  For  a whi l -e  in  Bol iv ia ,  guess what  the

count.ry main import. was? Money. Their money was printed in

Europe ,  i n  Germany ,  i n  f ac t . .  And  the  b i r r s . . .when  we  f i r s t .



went  there,  the largest  b i l l  was the hundred peso b i I t .  But

i t  got  so that  a  hundred pesos wasnr t  even wor th hal f  a  penny,

so they 'd send to Germany for  more money.  I  mean,  just  p i les

of  more money in  larger  denominat ions.  By the t ime we le f t  i t

was just  mi I l j -ons to  one.  I  remember that  we made a t r ip .

Whi le  we were there we v is i ted severaf  countr ies in  South

America and I went down to the travel agency to get our

t ickets .  And I  had su i tcase packed wi th  money for  our

t r i p . . . packed  w i t h  money .  I  cou ldn ' t .  l i f t  i t .  The  t . ax i

d r i ve r  had  to  he lp  me  l i f t  i t .

But  we enjoyed that ,  in  Bol iv ia ,  be ing able to  t ravel

around in  South Amer ica and see a lo t  d i f ferent  countr ies.  I

rea l ly  en joyed study ing the fo lk lore of  Bol_ iv ia .  f t  was very

di f ferent  and very in terest ing,  incredib le .  r  became real ly

invol -ved in  that .  .  r  loved to  go to  the wi tches '  market ,  which

was par t  o f  the market  where they so ld a l l  t .he t .h ings for

wi tchcraf t .  A l - I  o f  our  Bor iv ian f r iends c la imed that  they d id

these th ings because the i r  servants expected i t .  you know,

" I f  we  don ' t  have  a  Chaya . . . t t  wh ich  i s  a  ce remony  to  appease

t.he Pachamama who is this force in Bolivia who is l ike the

Mother Earth. she coul-d be very good to you or she coul-d be

darned r ight  mean.  she could cause f loods and famines and

sickness and p lagues and d ivorces and everyth ing or  she can be

very k ind.  They spend a l -o t  o f  t ime t ry ing to  keep her  happy.

she ' s  a  k ind  o f  a  g reedy  god  and  she  r i kes  sac r i f i ces  made  to

h e r .  I n  t h e  w i t C h e S '  m a r k e t  i -  h c r z  q a l  I  : l  I  f  h e  i h i n c r q  r h a t  t h e
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Pachamama l iked that you would use in a certain way in t .he

Chayas,  they  ca l - led  them,  wh ich  were  the  sacr i f i ces .

Cochabamba was the  second la rges t  c i t y  in  Bo l i v ia .  I t

w a s  a  c i t y .  I t  w a s  a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a c e  t o  l i v e .  Y o u

made lo ts  o f  f r iends  there .  I  had a  very  in te res t ing  l - i fe

there .  I  was  invo lved in  a  lo t  o f  th ings .  I  d idn ' t  have any

ch i l -d ren  there  and I  made a  l -o t  o f  in te res t ing  t r ips  in

Bo l iv ia ,  some wi th  Bob and some wi t .hout .  f  went  to  Peru ;  I

went  to  Machu P icchu and a1 l -  those p laces .  I t  was  rea l Iy  an

i n t e r e s t i n g  t i m e  i n  m y  l i f e  a n d  I  e n j o y e d  i t .

What were they ext ract ing there?

I  imag ine  thaL  i t  was  mos t l y  t i n ,  I ead  and  z inc ,  some s i l ve r

^ - ^ 1 - ^ l - 1 - ,
y L v y a p L I .

You ment ioned that  l i fe  in  Bol iv ia  was d i f ferent  than l iv ino

in any other mining camp, in what ways?

WeI l - ,  f o r  one  th ing ,  we  l i ved  i n  a  c i t y ,  a  me t ropo l i s ,  i n

fac t ,  a l t hough  i t  wasn ' t  one  o f  t hose  see th ing  La t i n  c i t i es ,

you know, l ike Caracas or  Mexico Ci ty .  fL  was a s low-paced

p lace .  Neve r the fess ,  i t  was  a  c i t y ;  we  had  a r t  ga l l e r i es ,  we

had restauranLs,  we had ent .er ta i -nment  and movie houses-  l_ots

of  th ings-  a wonder fu l  market ,  as I  had sa id,  Lhe most .

wonder fu l -  f ru i ts  and vegetables.  Everyone t ravel led by p lane

in  Bo l i v i a ,  eve ryone .  f  seemed  su rp r i sed  by  tha t  because  f ,m

from an age where only  t .he more af f luent  people f lew,  but  in

Bol iv ia ,  everybody t ravels .  The nat ive women wi th  the i r  many,

many  sk i r t s  and  the i r  b ig ,  t a I I  ha ts ,  and  the i r  bund les  o f
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k ids  and s tu f f  wou ld  be  s i t t ing  r igh t  nex t  to  you on  a  p lane

because t .hat.  is the only way to get around in Bol- iwia. There

is  a  t ra in ,  bu t  i t  wou ld  on ly  go  cer ta in  p laces  and i t  takes

forever .  Bob used to  use  the  t ra in  a  lo t  to  ge t  ou t  to  the

mi -nes  and he  had some in te res t ing  exper iences .  He saw par ts

o f  Bo l i v ia  tha t  I  cer ta in ly  never  saw.  We went  to  La  Paz

f  requent ly  and we saw a  l -o t  o f  Bo l i v ia .  I  th ink  we saw

er rc r r r t -h incr  there  was to  was to  See in  Bo l iv ia .  We were  a lso

fortunate enouclh to see a lot  of  other South American

c o u n t r i e s ,  t o o .  f t  w a s  a  r e a 1 1 y  e n j o y a b l e  t i m e .

Was i t .  common or did you ever experience in a camp, for

example ,  when you were  in  Bo l i v ia ,  were  there  ever  o ther

coup les  there  tha t  you  had known in  o ther  min ing  camps where

\ / . ) r r  \ ^ re rF  c r re r  : l  I  f  r ) r re l -hor  ^F  F1^^  -  ime? DOeS tha t  makeJ V U  w 9 ! u  E v V r  a l J  L \ J 9 E L l r g r  a L  L f r E  i ) o ' t t t g  L -

sense? When you went  to  Bol iv ia  and you met  a l l  t .he miners '

wives,  e t  cetera,  were t .hey a l l  new to you or  had you known

them in other  min ing camps?

Wel I ,  Bo l i v i a  was  d i f f e ren t .  The re  weren ' t  o the r  m ine rs '

w ives  the re .  We jus t  l i ved  i n  t he  c i t y  and  Bob  t rave l l ed  ou t

to  v is i t  some of  t .he mines where there were no fore igners

the re .  He  t rave l l ed  on  the  t ra in  to  see  the  m ines  and  the re

were no foreig'ners there. There was no mining colony when we

were there/  so we just  l ived as regular  people in  Cochabamba.

Of course, when we were i-n Mexico, everybody knew everybody in

Mexico,  ro  mat ter  which co lony you l ived in .  You'd go to

anot.her one and you woul-d either knew them or you knew the
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person who took . . .  We had so  much in  common wi th  everybody

in  Mex ico .  That ' s  why  t .hey  used to  have a  min ing  convent ion

every  two years  in  Mex ico ,  somet imes in  Mex ico  C i ty ,  somet imes

i n  A c a p u l c o .  I  b e l i e v e ,  n o w  i t ' s  a l l  t . h e  t i m e  i n  A c a p u l c o ,

b u t  i t  u s e d  t o  b e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s .  f t  u s e d  t o  b e  a  l o t  o f

fun  to  go  because you 'd  see everyone.  We a l l -  knew each o ther ,

w e  r e a l l y  d i d .

Were  those convent ions  spec i f i ca l l y  fo r  the  min ing  eng ineers

i n  M e x i c o ?

Mining engineers j -n  Mexico.

They just .  had one not  too long ago i f  f 'm not  mistaken.

wnere /

In  Acapulco?

They have it  every year j-n Acapulco, but I think they have it

about  September,  someth ing l ike that .

I f  I 'm  no t  m is taken ,  Noe l  a t t . ended  the  l asc  one .

Oh,  he d id? I t .  woul -dn ' t .  do us any good to go now because we

woul-dn't.  know anyone now. Everybody we would know is either

dead or retired, so there would be hardl-y anyone that we would

know.

Probably  too,  i t  would be d i f f icu l t  to  have that  same sense

communi ty  that  they d id years ago.  f rm sure everyth ing

d i f f e ren t  now.

Oh  .  T  rm  s r r r e  i t  i s .

S n  r r n r r  r ^ 7 a r a  i n  B O ] _ i V i a  f O f  1 - h r e e  w e e r s ?1 " "  u r r l u e  l e q r D :

Y e s .
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And who decided to come back? Was the decision made for you?

The decis ion was a lways made for  us.  f  can ' t  th ink of  any

place that  we went  because we wanted to ,  ( laughs)  except

moving Lo Las Cruces.  Suddenly ,  we had th is  dec is ion to  make

and  we  though t ,  "My  God .  We ' re  no t  used  to  mak ing  dec i s ions .  r t

Werve a lways just  gone where we were to ld  and suddenly  you ' re

retired and we thought, rrWhat are we going to do now?

Nobody 's  going to  te l l  us where to  go or  what .  to  do."  One

reason we came here was because we wanted to  be c lose to

Mexico.  Another  reason was t .hat  mv mother  l ives here.  In

that  respect ,  i t  cer ta in ly  is  a  good th ing that  we came here

because  now she  i s  ve ry  f ra i l  and ,  i n  f ac t ,  she  j us t  recen t l y

had to go into a nursing home and I have to spend a Iot of

t ime  w i t h  he r .  She ' s  n i ne t y -one  yea rs  o l d .

My  goodness .  So  wha t  was  re tu rn ing  to  the  S ta tes . . .wha t  was

that  l ike af t .er  hav ing been away for  so long? You le f t ,  you

told me, when you were twenty-two years o1d and you returned

at .  re t i rement  age.  You had been gone for  so many years.

fn  some ways ,  i t ' s  k i nd  o f  t ough .  Two  o f  my  g rea tes t

p leasu res  i n  l i f e ,  he re  i n  t he  S ta tes ,  a re  a  da i l y  newspaper

in  the morning and a te lephone that  I  can p ick and ca l l  any of

my k ids or  any f r iend,  anyt ime of  day or  n ight  t .hat  I  want  to .

You  shou ld  see  my  te lephone  b i l l s ,  bu t  I  say ,  " I  wen t  f o r

yea rs  w i thou t  t ha t  and  I 'm  no t  economiz ing  on  tha t . . "  We  take

pleasure in  th ings l ike that ,  great  p leasure in  th ings l ike

F L - F
u r l q L  .
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We had some ad ius tments  to  make and there  is  one I

haven ' t  made ye t -  I  don ' t  d r ive  on  the  f reeway.  I  d r ive

around Las Cruces and that.  gets me where I  have to go. I  am

abso lu t .e ly  te r r i f ied  o f  ge t t ing  on  the  f reeway and f  do  no t

dr ive  on  the  f reeway,  wh ich  is  so  s tup id ,  bu t  f  cou ld  no t

s t a r t  a t  m y  a g e  d r i v i n g  o n  t h e  f r e e w a y .  I ' m  j u t  t e r r i f i e d ,  s o

t h a t ' s  a  b a d  t . h i n g .

I t ' s  n i c e  l i v i n g  i n  a  u n i v e r s i t y  t o w n .  I  t a k e  c l a s s e s  a t

t h e  U n i v e r s i t v  a n d  f  ' m  a  v o l u n t . e e r  l i t e r a r - w  f  e a r - h e r  T  k a c nr r u u y

busy and Bob keeps busy,  probably  not  as busy as he,d l ike to ,

with the Bureau of Land Management- I mentioned that to you,

what  he does wi th  that -  and he loves te lev is ion.  See,  we

d idn ' t  have  te lev i s ion  fo r  a l l -  t hose  yea rs .

He ' s  mak ing  up  fo r  l os t  t ime .

Yeah ,  and  he  l oves  Le lev i s ion ,  espec ia l l y  see ing  Lhe  spo r t s .

He  l i kes  tha t  a  l o t .  I n  f ac t ,  he ' s  i n  t he re  r i gh t .  now.  We

taped  La r ry  McMur ty ' s ,  "Dead  Man 's  Wa lk . , '  I t  came on  t . he

n l -  l . r o r  n - i  a l - t l -  d ^  h a  I  av  u r l E !  r r r Y r r u  r  D L J  f  l g

g o i n g  t o  b e  w a t c h i n g ,

i r .

t he re  wa tch ing  tha t  now.  T 'm  no t

Lhis  is  a  good t ime for  h im to watch

I N

<:n
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Do yo return of ten t "o Mexico to  v is i t  f r iends?

No,  we don' t .  We do go to  Judrez a l -o t  to  buy th ings.  We buy

our bread in JuStez. We go to the market, but you can ger so

many things here now, you know. We can get our papayas and

pineapples here.  You can get  wonder f  u I  ch i le  here, .  every k ind

of  condiment  for  Mexican food.  We real ly  haven'L gfone to

7 6
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Mex ico  very  much.  We 've  been to  a  coup le  o f  wedd iogs ,  th ings

l i ke  tha t ,  bu t .  apar t  f  rom tha t ,  we haven ' t  g fone back  very

n i r 6 n

That road is so much better now than it  was when we l ived

there that  we used to th ink noth ing of  get t ing of f  and dr iv ing

fo r  e igh t  o r  n ine  hou rs  to  ge t  up  to  E I  Paso .  I t  was  a

terr ib ]e road then and ter r ib ly  dang,erous.  Now that  i t 's  good

road ,  a  rea I l y  good  road -  i t ' s  a  to l l  r oad  aL1  the  way  to

Parra l -  i t 's  just  wonder fu l -  but  we have second thoughts about

t rave l i ng  on  tha t  road .  I t ' s  so  s i l l y  t ha t  we  a re  more

cautious now in our old age than when we were young and had

chi l -dren to  worry  about  and th ings l ike that .  fnstead,  now

tha t  we ' r e  o l - d  we rve  become  cau t i ous .  I t  doesn ' t  make  anv

Do you have any f ina l  anecdot .es that  you would l ike to  share

or comment.s or thoughts on l iving in a mining camp?

Wel I ,  a l though I  to ld  that  I  loved l iv ing in  Taxco and

Cochabamba  when  I  d idn ' t  l i ve  i n  a  m in ing  camp,  i t ' s  t rue  I

d id  enjoy l iv ing in  those p laces very much for  some of  the

reasons that  f  ta l -ked wi th  you about ,  but  f  l_oved l iv ing in

t .he min ing camps.  I  t ru ly  d id  when we had ch i ldren.  When we

had chi ldren r  th ink t .hat  i t  was the most  wonder fu l  l i fe  for

us and for our chi l-dren. And we had very, very happy family

l i fe  and we enjoyed i t  very much.  Our  ch i l_dren,  to  th is  d"y,

when they ta lk  to  the i r  f r iends about  how they l ived and how

they were brought  up,  the i r  f r iends f ind i t .  an incredib le

7 7
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s to ry  and .  can r t  be l i eve  i t . .  They ' re  a l - l  j ea lous ,  i n  f ac t ,  o f

t he  l - i ves  t ha t  t hey  l i ved ,  s imp le  as  i t  was ,  wh i ch  i t  was . . . a

very s imple l i fe .  I  woul -dn ' t  take anyth ing for  those days.

I  th ink when I  rea11y d idn ' t  en joy l iv ing in  a co lony was

af ter  the ch i ldren were gone.  Of  course,  the only  p lace that

i t  happened was Nicaragua.  I  don ' t  th ink I  would have l - ike

i t ,  even  w i th  ch i l - d ren ,  i n  N ica ragua .

Woul-d you have done anything differently?

I  don ' t  be l - i eve  tha t  t he re ' s  a  pe rson  a l i ve  thaL  wou l -dn ' t  have

done  a  l o t  o f  t h ings  d i f f e ren t l y .  O f  cou rse ,  don ' t  ask  me

why,  but  f  'm cer ta in  there are many,  many t .h ings I  would have

done d i f  f  erent ly .  Woul-dn '  t  everyone?

Let  me ask you one f ina l  quest ion.  What  words of  adv ice would

you give to a young woman accompanying her husband going to

work for  in  a fore ign company? I f  he accepted a posi t ion as

a mining engj-neer and she was accompanying hj-m what would you

te I l  he r?

I don't think that happens much anymore because young women

a ren ' t  go ing  t o  wan t  t o  do  t ha t .  ( I aughs )  They ' r e  go ing  t o

have the i r  careers and they have to  be able to  go to  a p lace

where they can fo l - Iow the i r  careers and,  o f  course,  they can ' t

in  a co lony.  I  guess,  i t  does happen because my son is  in  a

colony now in Honduras and there are a lot of Americans there

wi th the i r  wives and the i r  ch i ldren.  I  t .h ink you 'd have to  be

a  ce r ta in  t ype  o f  woman  to  wan t  t ha t . . . a  woman  who  wan ts  to

have a fami ly  and be dedicated to  your  fami ly  for  those years

7 8
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and a woman who would be wi l l ing to  forego a career  ot ,  in

fact ,  not  on ly  forego a career  but  any k ind of  h igher

educat ion or  enr ichment  of  any k ind.  She'd have to  be wi l l ing

to  do  a l l  t ha t .  I  don ' t  be l i eve  tha t  you r re  go ing  to  f i nd

very many women l - ike that  now.  Maybe I 'm wrong.

I  t h ink  tha t  i t ' s  a  ve ry  as tu te  obse rva t i on  espec ia l l y  i n  t h i s

day and age.

Except, maybe, you would l- ike to go and be barefoot. and

pregnant  there.  As long as you ' re going to  be barefoot  and

pregnant- you tol-d me that you wanted to be barefoot and

pregnan t -  I  can ' t  t h ink  o f  a  be t te r  p lace  fo r  i t  t o  happen .

I ' I1  have to  share that .  thought  wi th  my husband and ask h im

what  he th inks about  that  f ina l  s tatement  that  you made.

( laughter)  Are you about  ready to  s top?

I  can ' t  t h ink  o f  ano the r  t . h ing ,  excepL ,  t ha t  I 'm  a f ra id  tha t

I  sounded real ly  s tup ld aI I  the way t .hrough in  th is .

f  th ink that  werre a l - ]  uncomf or tab l -e when we hear  our  vo ices

on  tape ,  bu t  you  d id  f i ne .  I ' d  l i ke  to  thank  you  fo r  you r

L ime .  f rm  ve ry  app rec ia t i ve .

Wel l - ,  thank you.  f t 's  been fun remember ing af f  those days and

f t ve  had  a  good  t ime  wr i t i ng  abou t  t hem,  too .  f ' ve  wr i t t en  a

lot  about  a l l  t .hose th ings.  That .  has been fun.  I rve never

ta l ked  abou t  i t  so  ex tens i ve l y .  And  f  know,  fo r  one  th ing ,

|m absorute ly  sure that  r  can wr i te  about  i t  much more than

I  can ta lk  about  i t  because I  can rewr i te  and rewr i te  and

rewr i t e .  Wha t  f ' d  rea l - l y  l i ke  to  do  i s  redo  th i s  who le

B
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in terv iew f rom beg inn ing  to  end.  How wou ld  you l - i ke  tha t?

T h a t ' s  i m p o s s i b l e .  ( I a u g h t e r )  M a y b e  d o w n  t h e  r o a d  y o u  c a n

e labora te  and you can te l l  me more  s to r ies .

No,  I  don ' t  want  to  e labora te .  I  jus t  want  t .o  undo every t .h ing

I  s a i d .  ( l a u g h s )

I t  '  s  too  l -a te  .  No,  you d id  f  ine  .  I  rm sure  tha t  your

interview wif l -  be a valuable addit . ion to what we have al-ready

done in  our  min ing  pro jec t .  You shou ld  be  proud.

I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  l r m  g o i n g  t o  b e  p r o u d .  I  t h i n k  f r m  g o i n g  t o

f e e l  k i n d  o f  s i l l y .  Y o u  h a v e  r e a l l y  p r e t t y  t e e t h .

Thank you.  How about  i f  f  tu rn  the  tape recorder  o f f .

I s  i t  s t i 1 l  o n ?

W e ' I l  s t o p .  T h i s  i s  t . h e  e n d  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .
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End o f Interview
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