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M' i  n ' i  ncr i  n  Mexico
Ora l  H is to ry  P ro jec t

Luis  A.  Jduregui
By  W.  Noe I  McAnu l t y ,  J r .

M a r c h  6 ,  1 , 9 9 6

Th is  j - s  March  6 ,  L996 .  f  ' |m  i n  Mex ico  c i t y  v i s i t i ng  w i th  Lu i s

Jduregui  about  h is  exper iences of  min ing in  Mexico.  Lu is ,

thank you for  your  t ime.  coul -d you just  te1I  us,  br ie f ry ,  how

you became in t .erested in  min ing and how you got  s tar ted in  the

min ing  bus iness?

Now,  tha t ' s  a  ve ry  good  ques t . i on .  My  s i s te r  used  to  work .

when r  was in  school  here in  1937,  she was work ing for  the san

Raf ael- Anexas in pachuca and r used t.o visit  her every

weekend. You know, r was in boarding school here in Mexico

Cit.y and every weekend f went. Later, she moved to ASARCo on

Madero  55 . . . i n  t he  o l -d  days ,  you  know.  r  was  ta l k ing  abou t

1937 .  And  I  spen t  Sundays  [ t he re ] .  They  had  an  ae r ia l ,  one

of  those that  brought  the-  what  you do you ca l r  i t -  the ore in

{-}.^
u r t E  .  .  .

Aer ia f  t r am.

Aer ia l  t r am,  tha t ' s  i t .  And  r  spen t  sundays  see ing  those

th ings and smel l ing the cyanide in  the f l -o tat ion p lant  and a l_ l

that  and that .  sor t  o f  a t t ract .ed me .  And,  of  course,  the

gossip was that  the min ing engineers,  a1so,  arways made money

in dol - l -ars .  And i t  was a heLr  of  a  rot  o f  money,  lou know,

and  a l l  t ha t .
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So that took me back to Durang.o where f was born and

r studied secondary and r studied prep schoor and then T went

to  E1  Paso .  why  E l  Paso?  Because  r  had  a  s i s te r  t he re .  r

could l ive wi th  her .  And Texas co l lege of  Mines gave us

tu i t i on  as  l ow  as  res iden ts  o f  E l  paso  to  a l_1  Mex icans .

Tha t ' s  Lhe  reason  the  Mex icans  wen t  t o  Texas  co l l ege  o f  M ines .

we used to pay twenty- f ive dol - l -ars  a month,  r  mean,  p€f

semes te r . . - twen ty - f i ve  do l f a r s  pe r  semes te r .  so  a l _1  t hose

things combined brought me to El paso even though al_l_ my

fr iends in  Durango,  r  say most  of  them, arr  o f  them came ro

Mexico city. Everybody from Durango came to Mexico city to

study e i ther  min ing engineer ing or  e i ther  doctors.

Anyway,  r 'm the only  one that  went  to  El -  paso because of

my  s i s te r  and  because  r  l i ked  m in ing .  And  r  j us t  f i n i shed

there.  T s tar ted in  August ,  1-942 and r  f in ished in  ,January,

L946.  r  was there three and a hal f  years.  The reason for

Lhree and a hal f  years was because r  took the summers.  r  went

to summer school_.

so then what  was t .he f i rs t  job you had af ter  you graduated?

The  f i r s t  j ob  was  i n  F resn i l l o .  rn  F resn i l l o  r  used  to  do

surveying l ike a l l  the beginners,  but  a f ter  about  three months

of working r found out that. r could do the work in four days

ins tead  o f  s i x .  so  r  t a l - ked  to  the  boss  and  r  sa id ,  "why

don 'L  you  g i ve  me  those  two  days  and  r ' l l -  educa te  myse l f  t o

l -earn dr i l l ing,  to  l_earn about  lumber,  to  learn about

eve ry th ing  i n  t he  m ines . "  And  they  t i ked  tha t ,  even  Lu i s
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Vi l lasef lor ,  who was in  those days my boss in  there in  that

par t icu l -ar  par t  o f  the mine.  He put  me to work on

vent i l -a t ion.  He put  me to work on the hois t .  He put  me to

work in  dr i l l ing and test ing b i ts  on my own t ime.  f  f in ished

al l  my work in  four  days and r  was educated.  Because in  those

days we used to work unt i l  f ive o 'c lock on saturdav a1l -  s ix

days .

what do you remember about the condit ions of the mine and the

l iv ing condi t ions at  Fresni l lo  when you f i rs t  went  there?

Excel lent ,  excel lent .  They were o1d houses,  but  t .hey were a l - l

ve ry  comfo r tab le .

This  was the co l -on i -a there.  what  d id  thev ca l l  i t?  proaf lo?

No,  r  l ived in  La Quinta,  the same p lace where Luis  v i - l lasef lor

used to l ive and another  fe l low by t .he name of  Rey.  That  was

d i f f e ren t .  Tha t  was  ou ts ide  o f  p roa f l o .

Okay .

And r was a bacheror. r went t.here and r was a bachelor and

r l ived in Proafro, but r was married in 1,94'r and brought my

wi fe to  Fresni l lo  and spent  the days going f rom smal l  house to

smal- l  house.  r  had been marr ied onry two months when they

needed somebody to go to Barranca El- cobre, to the Rio uriqui

in  ch ihuahua.  And i lm the only  one that  vo lunteered.  so r

sent  my wi fe  back to  El  Paso and r  went  to  the mounta ins.  r

was t.here three months. when r came back they gave me a

house.  They gave me gas.  That  was the f i rs t  t ime any house

had gas And,  o f  course ,  they  ra ised my sa la ry .  I  made a

M :

, T .

M :

, T .



M :

l i t t le  more money.  But  by 1948-  they paid me in  pesos-  by

1948 the devaluat ion came and r  was making less dol -1ars than

when I  s tarLed,  (chuckles)  so r  dec ided to  do someth ing about

i t .  And  be ing  my  w i fe  was  an  Amer i can  c i t i zen ,  i t  wasn ' t  ve ry

ha rd  to  ob ta j -n  a  work i -ng  v i sa  i n  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes . . . a

res iden t  v i sa ,  as  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t .

So I  went  back and f  worked,  f i rs t ,  for  paul  Lance in

the  subd iv i s ion  bus iness . You know,  i t  wasnr t  verv

i n te res t i ng .  The re  was  no  j obs ,  so  I  wen t  t o  see  h im  and  I

said, rrWhat do you want me to do? I can work with you if  you

th ink I  can be of  any use.r r  And he goes and puI1s out  a  map

about  s ix  feet  long in  a ro11.  He pu11s i t .  out  and he sa id,

r fHe re rs  a  subd iv i s j -on . ' r  And  he  te l l s  me ,  'How long  wou ld  i t

take you t .o  make one of  these?"

Th is  was  i n  E ]  Paso?

fn EI  Paso.  You know, he caught  me because I  d idn ' t  know

anyt .h ing about  that .  I  saw i t  and I  sa id,  "How abouc cwo

weeks?"  So [now]  he throws i t  lback at  me]  and he says,  " I t

took h im s ix  mont .hs!  I  l -ost  my job.  "  Anyway,  he sa id,  , ,Okay,

f  ' l -1  g ive you a hundred and f i f ty  do l lars  a month.  "  I  sa id,

"Okay.  f  accept  on one condi t ion,  yes.  Give me twenty- f ive

dol lars  a month ra ise or  you f i re  me.  "  And r  worked for  h im

six  months.  And he d idn ' t  want  me Lo leave because r  d id  make

those  maps  f rom sc ra tch  i n  two  weeks .  Be l i eve  i t .  o r  no f .  T

did.  I  made money for  h im.

Do you remember what subdivision that was in El- paso?



. T . W e l l - ,  T e r r y  A I I e n ,  P e n a d o ,  H a c i e n d a . . . t h e r e ' s  a  w h o l e  1 o t  o f

them.  You probab ly  don ' t  remember  any  o f  them.

N o .

T e r r y  A I I e n  i s  n o t  v e r y  f a r .  f t ' s  v e r y  n e a r  t o  t h a t .  C a t h o l i c

s c h o o l .  W h a t ' s  t h e  n a m e  o f  i t ?

L o r e t t o .

R i g h t ,  n o t  v e r y  f a r  f r o m  t h a t . . . T e r r y  A 1 1 e n .  I  o w n  a  h o u s e

there .  And the  o ther  one is  A l - ta  Mi ra .  They  had these houses

wi t .h  one bedroom,  one l i v ing  room and one k i tchen,  and one

bathroom fo r  four  thousand do l la rs .

Wel l ,  anyway,  bu t  I  had th is  th ing  tha t  I  had to  go  back

to  the  min ing .  So the  nex t  th ing  to  min ing  was the  hand l ing

of  mach inery  fo r  t .he  min ing  indus t ry .  So f  go t  myse l f  a  job

with Denver Equipment Company through Mr. J im Davis who was

p u r c h a s i n g  a g e n t  f o r  A S & R . . . a  l i t t l - e  p a L a n c a  ( c h u c k l e s )  l i k e

w e  c a l - l -  i t . . . s o  r  w e n t  b a c k .  s o  r  s t . a r t e d  w o r k i n q  f o r  D e n v e r

Equipment Company.

wnere  /

F i rs t  in  E l -  Paso.  Then they  sent  me to  Denver  and Co1orado

Springs to learn about how they make the machines and this and

t s 1 - - t s  - - J  ^ ' l ' l  t s L ^ t s
L l r q u  a l f u  d I I  L l t d L So I  was  in  Co lorado Spr ings ,  most ly  in

Denver .  And f  v is i ted Colorado Spr ings to  see about  that .

And then r  came back to  El -  Paso and r  s tar t .ed v is i t ing a l l  the

mines,  imagine,  in  the four  largest .  s ta tes I  could f ind.  In

Mexico,  i t  was ch ihuahua and sonora.  fn  the uni ted s tates,  i t

was  A r i zona  and  New Mex ico .  Boy !  Tha t  was  t rave l i ng . . . no  a i r

M :

, T .
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cond i t ion ing ,  (chuck les)  no t .h ing .  Remember  those ho t .  days  on

tha t  h ighway? Imposs ib le  to  be l ieve  un less  you were  there .

How would you compare some of the big mines, sdy, in Arizona

and New Mexico t .o the big mines in Sonora and Chihuahua?

W e l 1 ,  t h e y ' r e  s i m i l a r ,  y o u  k n o w .  T h e y  o p e n e d  p i t s  l i k e  S a n t a

Ri ta  Copper  Company in  B isbee and Doug las  and a l l  those.  But

t h e r e ' s  n o t  v e r y . . . e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  s i z e  o f  i t  a n d  t h e  p l a n t s ,

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  C a n a n e a .  B e c a u s e  i n  C a n a n e a ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y

had the  th ree  C 's  [Cananea Conso l ida ted  CopperJ ,  whJ-ch  was the

low grade pro jec t  tha t .  they  had in  those days .  They  were

e x p a n d i n g  t h e i r  f l o t a t i o n  p I a n t .  T h a t . ' s  w h y  w e  g o t  t h e  s a l e s ,

you know.  .  . very  n i -ce  peop le .

So t .he  process  is  very  s imi l -a r .  There '  s  no t  g rea t . ,  b ig

d i f f e r e n c e s .  .  .  l - i k e  s a y i n g ,  " O h ,  t h e  l a b o r  i n  M e x i c o  i s

c h e a p e r .  "  N o ,  t h o s e  m i n e s  o p e r a t e d  o n  m a c h i n e r y  p r a c t i c a l l y .

A11 they  had to  do  was know how to  hand le  the  mach inery .

S o  t h e r e  r e a 1 1 y  w a s n r t  t h a t  m u c h  d i f f e r e n c e ?

There  wasnrL  much d i f fe rence except  the  s ize .  Cananea was a

b ig  one.  Santa  R i ta  was dep le ted .  I  mean,  i t  was  work ing

very  low in  those days ,  yeah,  bu t  underground mines  I  d idn ' t

see/ anyway/ in New Mexico and Ar:-zona. In Mexico, yes, of

c o u r s e .  r  m e a n ,  r  v i s i t e d  a l r  t h e  m i n e s  i n  s a n t a  B 5 . r b a r a .

And by  the  w?y,  I  d id  my schoo l  work  in  Santa  Bdrbara ,

Ch ihuahua,  in  summer  o f  1 ,945.  And I  worked there  in  a l l  the

m i n e s .  r  v i s i t e d  s a n t a  E u l a r i a  M i n e ,  t h e  s a n t o  D o m i n g o  p l - a n t .

I  even went  a l l  r -ha  r^ ra . r  l -  n  r ,a .  Bufa  de l  Carmen,  wh ich  is  in  the

M :

J :
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Rio ur iqui  way the hel- l  down and one of the most beaut. i ful

exper iences  I rve  seen.  You know,  f  d rove  a l - I  the  way f rom

Cree l  a l l  a long tha t  road and in to  th is  cu t  when i t  was

a l ready  about  e igh t  o 'c Iock .  When I  s ta r ted  go ing  down f  saw

the plant .  You coul-d see the l ights way down t .here. you

didn' t  know how deep i t  was, but you could see t .he plants way

down there. So I  drove aII  the way down and when I  crossed

the  br idge the  mine  was up  there ,  the  p lan t  was  up  there .  f t

w a s  t e r r i f i c .  S o  I  w a s  t h e r e  v i s i t i n g  a n d ,  w e l l ,  m a n y  o t h e r

m r _ n e s .

In  Sonora f  got  me a man that  was rent ing a pIane.  And,

you know, there were many p laces you could go.  Wel l ,  you

cou ld  go ,  sdy ,  s j - x  hou rs /  seven  hou rs ,  i n  t he  ca r .  So  he

ren ted  me  the  p lane .  He  f l - ew  i t  f o r  f i f t een  cen ts  a  m i le .

Can you imagine? Incredib le  !  A Piper ,  so that . 's  how I .  .  .

Of  course,  I  smuggled some of  my.  . I  mean,  I  v is i ted some of

the mines I  shouldnr t  have l ike Fresni l lo  because I  worked

the re .

Su re .

But  Fresn i l lo  was ou t  o f  my.  .  .  f  on ly  covered Ch ihuahua,  bu t  I

v is i ted  some in  Durango and I  v is i ted  Monter rey .  The

purchasing agent.-  who was the purchasing agent? He was there

f o r  m a n y  y e a r s -  I  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  I ' 1 1  r e m e m b e r  l a t e r -  i n  p e f , o l e s .

Who was he? I  met him many years later when he was free-

lanc ing .  He so ld  me a  ho is t .  years  la te r .  Okay ,  what  e lse  do

you want to know?



M : WeIl,  af ter your worked for Denver Equipment what did you do?

One night,  about midnight.-  I  was l iv ing in the Terry Al1en

house-  when the  te lephone r ings  and i t ' s  Western  Un ion :  ' rYou

have a  te legram here .  You want  us  to  read i t? "  I  sa id ,

"Sure ,  go  ahead. "  ' |CAN YOU MEET MR.  ASHLEY AT NAICA' , -  on  such

and such a  day-  "FOR THE SHfFT ENGINEER'S JOB?r t  So I  went  to

tha t  and they  h i red  me.  Fresn i l lo  h i red  me back  in  Na ica .

And what year was that about?

1 9 5 1 .

[ 1 9 ]  s 1 .

And I  spent  there  a lmost  f i ve  years  un t i l  I  had  an  acc ident  in

( p o i n t . s  t o  e y e )  t h i s  € y € ,  b u t  i t  w a s n ' t  a  m i n e  a c c i d e n t .  I t

was on a Fourth of , Iu1y cel-ebrat ion. My eye was gone and that

sor t  o f  s ta r ted  chang ing  my who le  l i v ing .  I  went  back  to  E l

Paso to  work  fo r  the  same fe l low,  Pau l  Lance.  He even

estab l i shed a  min ing  par t  o f  h is  bus iness  so  I  cou ld  take  care

o f  i t

But f  received one day r ight t .hen and there a let t .er.  I

opened the  le t te r  and i t  was  f rom Baro id  D iv is ion

fn te rna t iona l - .  You know,  i t ' s  funny  how they  go t  tha t .  I 'm

go ing  to  t .e l l  you  how.

Okay.

When I  was  work ing  in  E l -  Paso an  Amer ican fe l Iow,  Bob L in tner ,

was work ing  w i th  me.  We t rave led  together  somet imes.  And

somet, imes he went one way and then, I  guess, he went to Texas.

You know, he went.  al l  the way to Houston. One day they asked

M :

M :
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h im in  Houston  i f  he  knew a  Mex ican who cou ld  speak  Span ish ,

bu t  was  a  min ing  eng ineer  and a  Mex ican c i t . i zen .  Wel_ I ,  h€

on ly  knew one.  ( laugher )  f t  was  me!  So they  sent  tha t

l -e t te r  and I  made an  appo in tment  and sa id  tha t  I  cou ld  go  see

them. I  went.  al- l -  the way to Houston. They interviewed me

t h e r e  a n d  t h e y  s a i d ,  " W e 1 1 ,  I e t  m e  t a l k  t o  t h e  f e l l o w  t h a t ' s

in  charge o f  tha t ,  okay?"  Two weeks  la te r  th is  fe l low comes

t o  E 1  P a s o .  W e l 1 ,  h e  d i d n ' t  c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r .  W e  m e t  i n

Ju6rez .  we had l -unch there  and he  h i red  me.  Two weeks  la te r

f  was  i -n  Monter rey  on  the  four teenth  o f  February ,  1956.

So was th is  the  f i rs t  o f  the  Baro id  opera t ions  in  Mex ico?

I t  was  when I  s ta r ted  learn ing  about  bar i te .  Sa l_vador

l T r e v i f l o J  s a y s  I ' m  a n  e x p e r t  o n  b a r i t e .  I  d i d n ' t  k n o w

anyth ing .  Wel l - ,  o f  course ,  I  knew the  rock ,  (chuck l -es)  bu t .  I

d idn ' t  know the  min ing  and the  f  ac to rs  and a l l  tha t  s t .u f  f  .

Wel l ,  what  was Baro id 's  p r inc ip le  ac t . i v i t y  t .hen a t .  tha t  t . ime?

Were they  ac tua l l y  min ing  bar i te  in  Mex j_co?

A b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g .  T h e y  s t a r t e d  f r o m  s c r a t c h .  S e e ,  N a t i o n a l

Lead had severa l -  dormant  compan ies  here  in  Mex ico .  They  jus t

made one and sa id  to  opera te  i t .  I t  was  ca l led  Compaf l ia

Minera  Cer ro  Negro .  And I  jus t  was  min ing  eng ineer .  I  had a

s e c r e t a r y  a n d  l a t e r  t h e y  s e n t  m e  a  g e o l o g i s t  t o  h e l p .  A 1 1

three  o f  us  worked fo r  a lmost  f i ve  years .  And the  purpose o f

my job  was to  send them bar i te .  How I  go t  i t .  they  d idn , t  care

very  much,  so  f  sen t  them,  be l ieve  i t  o r  no t ,  in  195"1  I

s h i p p e d  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s  t o  C o r p u s  C h r i s t i .

M :
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To  the  U .S .?

To Corpus Chr is t i .

Crude? Just raw ore?

And they were f labbergasted because when the audi tors  to ld

them t .hat  we had made one mi l l ion pesos in  prof i t  they

cou ldn ' t  be l - i eve  i t .  They  d idn ' t  know wha t  t o  do .  Thew

d idn ' t  expec t  any  p ro f i t s  i n  Mex ico .

So  where  were  mos t  o f  t he .  .  .

I  a lways made money for  the people I  worked for .

Where were most  of  those bar i t .e  mines? Were you min ing i t

yoursel f  or  purchasing bar i te?

No,  we had severa l  c la ims.  The main one was in  Galeana,  where

always/  you know, the good bar i te  is  in  Mexico,  but '  I  a lso had

near  T lat l -e lan in  Ja1isco,  in  south of  Torreon,  sh ipping in

Camacho ,  sh ipp ing  i n  San  Ys id ro ,  and  sh ipp ing  i n  Acac io . . . a l l _

those  th ree  p laces .  The re  was  a  fe l l ow  in  G6mez  Pa l -ac io ,  d r

e lder ly  man.  He was an excel l -ent  man.  He was a Mexican,  but

h i s  name was  Rober t  Ross .  The  fam i I y . . . a l - l  Mex ican .  Bu t  he

was ext raord inary.  I  h i red h im as a contractor  and he mined

al l -  those mines-  I  just  v is i ted wi th  h im and he was an

excel , lent  man-  for  unt i l -  the mines lasted,  o f  course.

Bu t  i n  t 19159  the re  was  an  an t i - t r us t .  The  gove rnmen t

in  the Uni ted States f i led a su i t  against  Macobar  and Baro id

D i - v i s ion  fo r  an t i - t r us t -  monopo ly ,  ra the r .  So  i n  those  days

we were acqui r ing a l l  the Morenos mines and mi l ls  r ight .  here

in Puebl -a.  And we were about .  to  c lose the deal  when th is

J
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th ing  came up and I  sa id ,  r rwe I  re  jus t  no t  go ing  to  be  in

Mex ico  anymore .  r r  Wel l ,  you  know,  t .hey  t r ied  to  send me to

Corpus  Chr is t i  o r  Camamu in  Braz i l - .  They  had a  mine  there .

I t  w a s  b a r i t e .  T h e y  s t i l l  h a v e  i t . .  N o ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  i t

anymore .  Oh,  yes ,  they  do  because Baro id  now be longs  to

Dresser ,  the  o1d enemy.  You know,  (chuck l -es)  tha t  happens in

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

Anyway,  Car los  Weiss ,  a  f  e l l -ow who l i ves  in  Mex ico

Ci ty ,  he  had mines ,  he  h i red  me.  He sa id ,  r rYou want  to  work

wi th  me? Don ' t  go  anyp lace .  , fus t  s tay  w i th  me.  r r  And tha t

w a s  i t .  I  w o r k e d  f o r  h i m  t e n  y e a r s .

In  Monter rey?

Monter rey .

And were you working in mining?

B a r i t e .

W o r k i n g  b a r i t e ,  s t i l l - ?

f  s t a r t e d  s e l l i n g  b a r i t e  t o  P E M E X  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  1 9 6 1 .

And f rom there  on  we jus t  made money.  fn  1 ,970 I  was

conva lesc ing  f rom a  te r r ib le  co ld ,  the  f lu  I  th ink  i t  was ,

when Mundo Aruguel les came to my house and he said, rrHow would

you l i ke  to  hand le  Macobar  de  M6x ico .  .management  fo r  Macobar

d e  M 6 x i c o ? "  A n d  I  s a i d ,  " W e l I ,  I  t h i n k  s o . r r  A n d  f  t a l k e d  t o

C a r l o s  W e i s s  a n d  h e  s a i d ,  " S u r e ,  g o  a h e a d .  "  S o  a s  s o o n  a s  I

go t  weI I ,  o i l  the  f i rs t  day  o f  March  o f  1 -970,  I  s ta r ted

opera t ing  Macobar  de  M6x ico ,  wh ich  fa te r  we changed the  name

to Barami.n. The reason for changing was Macobar de M6xico



M :

J :

M :

. T .

M :

J :

sounded very much l ike a foreign company and, besides, nobody

knew how to speI l  Macobar  so you had to be spel l ing i t  a

hundred t imes on the te lephone.  So f  worked for  Baramin for

twenty-one years.  I  made money.  A11 t .he companies I  worked

for made money.

BuL  now in  those  l -a te r  yea rs ,  sd ;y r  any t ime  a f te r  t he  [ t 9 ]eOs ,

was t .he major i ty  o f  t .he bar i te  market  in  Mexico for  pEMEX?

Yes .  We so1d . . .  W i th  Ba rami r i  I  so l_d  con t i nuous l y  fo r  e igh teen

yea rs .  . . 50 ,000  t ons  a  yea r  t o  PEMEX.

Did you have your  own gr ind ing fac i l i t ies then?

Yes,  we had them in L inares.  We had one and then we acqui red

the one that .  used to  belong to  Car l -os Weiss.  And then we

moved that  to  Monterrey because I  was gr ind ing bentoni te  for

the pel le t iz ing p lant  o f  Fundidor .  But  that .  wasn, t .  a  very

good busj -ness/  so I  sent  some of  the bar i te  that  f  operated in

Chihuahua,  near  Parra l ,  and I  operat .ed another  mine near

Moneterrey.  There were severa l  mines,  you know. I  sent  the

o re  Lo  Mon te r rey .  And  I  so ld  t . o  PEMEX 10 ,000  tons  a  yea r  f rom

the  Mon te r rey  p lan t .  I t  was  a  good  ope ra t i on .  Then  a f te r

tha t  I  r e t i r ed  i n  t he  beg inn ing  o f  1991- .

Were  the re  pa r t i cu la r  d i f f i cu l - t i es  o f  be ing  a  supp l i e r  t o

PEMEX?

We had  t . o  p lay  chess  w i th  them.  Tha t t s  i t .  you  know,  they

used  t o  ca l l  me  t he -  I e t ' s  see  i f  I  can  remember  i t . . . .wha t r s

the name of  that  Car lo  Leoni -  t .he godfather  because f  ,m the

one that  made aI I  the dealsw,  but  on behal f  o f  a l l  t .he.  .  .
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r  cou ldn ' t  supp l y  300 ,000  t ons  t o  pEMEX even  i f  r  had  i t .  Bu t

they were a l - l -  l ike the Gut ier rez and the other  ones in  sonora

and Nuevo Leon,  which is  Minar ,  and some smal1 ones.  They

used  to  buy  the  c rude  f romme,  g r i nd  i t ,  and  they 'd  send  i t  t o

PEMEX. Anyway,  I  deal t  wi th  PEMEX for  e ighteen years.  And we

always got what we want.ed. We would, you know, cry and tel_l

them t.hat we were ready to go broke, the same ord story, unti l

we just  made them cry and they accepted the increase in  pr ice

that  we were ask ing for .  I t  worked,  i t  worked.

But  af ter  I  le f t  th ings s tar ted going in  d i f ferent

d i rect ions and r  don ' t  know exact ly  what  happened,  but  th ings

didn ' t  go r ight  f rom t .here on.  Baramin was for ty-n ine percent

Dresse r  and  f i f t y -one  pe rcen t  Fund ido r .  Bu t  a f te r  r  l e f t

Dresser  dec ided they d idn ' t  wanL any more and they so ld to

thei r  Mexican par tners,  so now Baramin is  a  Mexican

company . . . one  hundred  pe rcen t .  Tha t ' s  as  fa r  as  I  know.  I

know t.hey struggled because PEMEX has changed methods. Now,

they have dr i l l ing contractors.  Now the dr i l l ing cont . ractors

buy the i r  own mat .er ia ls ,  so the deals  are d i f ferent .  PEMEX

st i l l  buys some,  but  as f  understand they buy,  oh,  maybe

100 ,000  t ons  a  yea r ,  some th ing  l i ke  t ha t .  So  t ha t ' s  i t .

Another question? What am f going to do from now on? Try to

su rv i ve !  ( chuck les )  No ,  I  have  no  p rob lems .  f  don , t  t h ink

so .  .  .  f o r  t he  nexL  f i f t een  yea rs .

Wel l ,  you spent  mosl  o f  your  profess ional_ career  in  the

nonmeta l l i cs  bus iness  .

I 5
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Y e s ,  i t  e n d e d  u p  l i k e  t h a t .  r  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  m e t a l l i c s  a n d

I  l i ked  the  meta l l i cs ,  bu t  when the  th ing  came,  you know,  f

s ta r ted  the  nonmeta l l i cs .  I  worked some wi th  f luor i te ,  you

know.  I  p rospec ted  some f luor i te .  I  so ld  some f luor i te ,  to

IMMSA.  I  so ld  f luor i te ,  bu t ,  you  know,  we were  sma11 or  no

g o o d  a n d  r  h a d  t o  s t o p .  B u t  r  t r i e d  e v e r y t h i n g . . . b e n t o n i t e ,

t o o ,  f  s o l - d  t o  P E M E X ,  o h ,  a r o u n d  1 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s  o f  b e n t o n i t e  a

y e a r .  T h a t ' s  i t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  s t o r y .

What do you think of some of the changes that have gone

on.  . recent  changes in  the  min ing  faw tha t  l -e t  fo re igners  back

1 n /

Wel l ,  Lha t ' s  good .  Tha t , s  ve ry  good .  f t  shou ld  have  been

that  way a l l  the t ime.  But ,  you know, Mexico is  a

na t i ona l - i s t i c  coun t r y  and  somet imes  i t ' s  t oo  na t i ona l i s t i c ,

but what can you do? I mean, what foreigner can do damage?

They dont t  do any damage.  Everyth ing is  sord to  the smert .ers

in  Mexico or  expor ted l ike everybody e lse expor ts .  Even

be fo re  t . ha t  w i th  fo r t y -n ine  pe rcen t  t hey  cou ld  take  the i r

d i v idends  ouL  i f  t . hey  wan ted  them.  I  mean ,  t he re ' s  rea l l y  no

g rea t  change ,  excep t  f o r  t he  good .  I rm  g lad  j _ t ' s . . . and  now

you can be a hundred percent owned over there.

Do  you  see . . . a re  you  pa r t i cu la r l y  op t im is t i c  abou t  t he  m in ing

business in general in Mexico? And what about t.he

poss ib i l i t i es  fo r  nonmeta l l i c  m ine ra l s  i n  Mex ico?

The  nonmeta l - l i cs . .a lways  good ,  bu t  a lways  w i th  a  b ig  p rob lem.

YOu have tO t : r -anqn. , r f  tha SOn Of a gUnS. AbOUt One hUndred



percent  o f  what  you produce you have to  t ranspor t .  And that 's

what  beats you somet imes in  f luor i t .e  and bar i te  main ly .

Because  you  cou ld  see . . . i f  you  go  to  the  s tope  you  b low  a

thousand  tons .  r t  d idn ' t  cos t  you  much ,  bu t  s ta r t  mov ing  i t

and  you  f i nd  ou t . . . t o  t he  ho i s t .  you  ho i s t  i t ,  you  pu t  i t

in t .o  the car .  You dump i t  over  there then take at1 the way to

whe re  eve r  t he  cus tomer  i s . . . i n  t h i s  case ,  no r t h .  PEMEX i n

the  sou theas te rn  pa r t  o f  Mex ico  i s  t e r r i b le . . . ve ry  cos t l y .

And  to  the  ra te  now tha t  t hey  a re  expo r t i ng .  And  i t ' s  he l - l ,

you know. A t ruck crosses once a day.  r f  i t 's  any good they

make  t h ree  t . r i ps  a  week .  r t ' s  ve r y  cos t l y . . . t r anspo r ta t i on .

Whe the r  i t ' s  h r r i t - a  u ,ha+- \ s1  l t  i s  f l uo r i t e ,  whe the r  i t  i s

l imes tone ,  excuse  me ,  do lom i te . . .mos t  o f  i t .  Bu t  i t s  a r r i gh t ,

i t ' s  an  i ndus t . r i a l  m ine ra l - .  r t ' s  needed ,  abso l -u te l y  needed ,

no  ques t i on  abou t  t ha t . .  Even  f l uo r i t e ,  w€  though t  i t  was

going to  d isappear  because of  the ozone ho]e and a l l  that .

I t ' s  a l r i gh t .  I t ' s  needed .

Now, the met .a ls ,  too.  But  ] ike I  sa id t .he lead has been

going down because they acqui red a bad reputat ion.  L ike

]ead . . . ] ead  has  a  te r r i b le  repu ta t i on .  Even  Na t iona ]  Lead

changed the i r  name. Now,  i t ' s  ca l I ed  NL  f ndus t r i es .

( c h u c k l e s )  T h a t ' s  a  v e r y  s m a r t  m o v e .  p e o p l e  d o n ' t  r i k e  t o

hear  Nat iona l -  Lead.  The word  ' fead '  means tha t  how many

ch i ld ren  have d ied  o f  Iead.  okay ,  so  the  pr ice  o f  read has

gone down.  They  don ' t  use  i t  in  gaso l ine  anymore .  Z tnc ,  y€s ,

t h a t  w i l - 1  s u r v i v e .  T h a t  w i l - 1  s u r v i v e .  r t  g o e s  d o w n . . . u p  a n d
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WeIl ,  are you p leased \^ / i th  t .he se]ect ion you made t .o  be

involved in  the min ing business? Has i t  been an in terest inq

profess i -on for  you?

Yes ,  f  made  money  i n  i t .  I  mean ,  l - e t  me  see ,  I  l i ked  i t  i n

the f i rs t  p lace even when r  s tar ted work ing and made

pract ica l ly  noth ing.  A long the way r  never  worked for  anyone

but  the one that  was paying me.  r  never  had a personal

business except  when I  went  to  a s t .ock broker  or  go ing to  the

bank.  But  outs ide of  that ,  r  have never  had a personal_

bus iness ,  espec ia l l y  i n  m in ing .  Eve ry  t ime  r  had  a -  f o r

instance,  r  had severa l  c la ims.  when r  le f t  the company r

s igned them over  to  the company.  Never  had a conf l ic t  o f

i n te res t .  Tha t ' s  i t .  A l r i gh t ,  wha t  e rse  do  you  wan t  t o  know?

How many in t.he famiry? r can telr you Lhe date, even the

hour  they were born.

Lu i s ,  t hanks  ve ry  much .  I  app rec ia te  you r  t ime .

Do you want me to sign t.hat thing?

End of fnterview
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