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Min ing  in  Mex ico
O r a l  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t .

Margaret M. Humphreys
By Miche l le  G.  Benav ides

A p r i l  2 3 ,  1 9 9 6

B: This  is  an in terv iew wi th  Margaret  M.  Humphreys.  The

interv iew,  by Michel le  Benavides,  is  par t  o f  the Min ing in

Mexico ora l  His tory  pro ject .  we are located at  the home of

Mrs.  Humphreys at .  7 j2  Bi t tersweet  p lace,  E1 paso,  Texas.

Today ' s  da te  i s  Ap r i l  23 ,  L996 .

O k a y ,  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  w o r k i n g  n o w .  A I I  t h e  d i a l s  a r e

mov ing .  How about  we s ta r t  o f f  w i th  a  b i t  o f  b iograph ica l_

in fo rmat ion?

we1I ,  r  was  born  in  Teguc iga lpa ,  Honduras  because my fa ther

was a mining engineer.  we spent our chi l -dhood down there in

an Amer ican- run  min ing  camp.  r  had two bro thers  and a  s is te r .

we went to a one-room school-  house and i t .  took us throuqh the

s ix th  g rade on ly ,  so  a f te r  tha t ,  why ,  we had to  leave the  camp

a n d  g o  t o  s c h o o l  s o m e p l a c e  e r s e .  w e l 1 ,  t h e r e  w a s  r e a l l y  n o

p lace  c l -ose  t .here .  Not  even in  Teguc iga lpa  then was there  an

Amer ican schoo l ,  wh ich  is  what  they  used to  have.  They

s t a r t . e d  a  f  i n e  o f  s o - c a l l - e d  A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l s  f o r ,  o h ,  m i l i t a r y

ch i ld ren  and min ing  ch i ld ren ,  bu t  tha t  was  a f te r  our  t ime,  so

my parent.s sent my older brother and r out to colorado to l_ive

with an aunt of mine, who had to move her chi ldren- she had
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four  ch i ldren-  of f  o f  a  ranch to  get  them into school  and we

al-l- ended up in Colorado Springs. So f spent my school years

in Col-orado, but we would go down and spend t.he summers with

my parents.  Eventual ly ,  when my s is ter ,  who was t ,he youngest ,

was ready to  go ouL,  why,  my father  thought  he 'd bet t .er  just

buy a home in col-orado springs. And my mother moved out there

and had the four  of  us wi th  her .

So how ol-d were you when you moved to Col_orado Springs?

Twe lve .

Was i t  a  large t rans i t . ion for  you?

You know, I  don ' t  remember i t  as being so t raumat ic ,  but  I

t .h ink t .he reason that  i t  wasn ' | t  is  because r  d idn ' t  go to  a

board ing school .  r  went  t .o  l ive wi th  th is  aunt  and her

chj - ldren.  we a l ready knew them and had spent  vacat ion t ime

with them and we are al l- t .he same age. she had t.hree gir ls

and  t . hey  were  j us t  l i ke  my  s i s te rs .  r  don ' t  eve r  rea l r y

remember being ter r ibry  homesick.  My brother ,  who was a year

younger  than r  was,  was more af fected by i t . .  He seemed to

have a harder  t ime adjust ing to  i t ,  ar though when he and r

ta lk  about  i t  today we don' t  ever  remember being real ly

unhappy.  And we d idn ' t  see our  parents for  the n ine months of

the school  year .

so i t  was a lmost .  l ike being away in  a board ing school .

Yes,  i t  was.  And then in  the summer we would go back to

Honduras and spend the summer months there and then we woul_d

come back to  Col_orado and go back to  school .  Once my mother

B :
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and my sister and brother moved up and we al- l  moved together

we moved away f rom th is  aunt  o f  m ine .  Of  course ,  we a l l  went

d o w n  t o g e t h e r  a n d  w e ' d  a l l  c o m e  b a c k  t o g e t h e r .  T h a t ' s  h o w  I

m e t  m y  h u s b a n d . . . b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  w o r k i n g  d o w n  t h e r e  b y  t h e n .

For the same companv?

For the same company.

What was the name of the company?

ft  was the New York and Honduras Rosario Mining Company.

And what  type  o f  meta ls  d id  they  mine?

Si lver .  I t  was  a  very  o ld  and a  very  la rge  s i l -ver  mine .  And

I  g u e s s ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s  w h e r e  I  f i r s t  s t a r t . e d  o u t ,  I  a l w a y s

t h o u g h t  i f  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  g o  t o  a  m i n e  g o  t o  a  s i l v e r  m i n e .

( c h u c k l e s )  I t  d o e s n ' t  a l w a y s  w o r k  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  i t  w a s  a

beaut i fu l  count ry  where  we were .  I t  was  ou t  in  a  ra in  fo res t

on  a  mounta ins ide .  And as  ch i l -d ren  we had such a  c lose .  .  .  i t

w a s  j u s t  l i k e  o n e  b i g  f a m i l y  b e c a u s e  w e  w e r e  a l l  j u s t  i n  t h i s

mining camp and there was no place to go except to go over to

Tegucigalpa. And when we were chi ldren we had to r ide

muleback  to  ge t  over  to  Teguc iga lpa ;  we d idn ' t  have cars  Lhen,

ye t .  So  I  saw i t  go  f rom hav ing  to  r ide  over  to  them,

eventua l l y ,  mak ing  the  road passab le  by  cars  and become rea l l y

qu i te  access j -b re .  r  can  remember  when there  were  no  p lanes ,

e i t h e r .  w e  s t a r t e d  o u t  o n  t h e s e  1 i t t l e ,  t h e y  l - o o k e d  l - i k e

o r a n g e  c r a t e s ,  p l a n e s  t h a t  w e ' d  f i r s t  f l y  o u t  t o  t h e  c o a s L  o n .

we 'd  f1y  f rom Teguc iga lpa  down to  the  coas t  and then i t .  wourd

be a  th ree-day  t r ip  on  a  banana boat .
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big par ty  for  them. I t  was just  a  p lace to  get  away to

because there wasn'L much t . ravel - ing that  you could do.  That

was the soc ia l -  l i fe  that  thev had.

wel - l ,  f rom what  yourre say ing the communi ty  was very t ight ly

in t .egrat .ed.

Y c c  i l -  r a r l l 'L e p ,  l e q r r y  w a s .

was there any in teract ion wi th  people nat ive Hond.urans l iv ing

in Tegucigalpa?

wel- l ,  there was a large soc ia l  9ap,  r  guess r  shourd say

economic gap,  which r  suppose there s t i l l  is ,  but  t .here were

businesses owned and run forever by Honduran peopl-e and they,

a lso,  were very good f r iends and were inc luded in  a l -o t  o f

th i s  soc ia r  l i f e .  Fo r  i ns tance ,  t he re  was  on l y  one  den t i s t

and he and my father  became qui te  good f r iends.  we1l ,  why in

the f i rs t  p lace? Because everybody eventual ly  needs a

dent is t .  And then,  oh,  t .here was a man who bui l - t  the f  i rs t .

hospi ta l  over  there.  This  Dr .  Nut ter  who,  a lso,  had worked

for the united Fruit company at one t ime, was put in charge of

the hospi ta l .  so they met  men who had businesses in  Honduras

who were Honduran. And f remember one family and, r think,

t .hey real ly  were l ike farmers because they ra ised a l_ot  o f

sugar  cane at  one t ime down there and coconut  o i l_ .  And what

were some of  the other  crops? wel1,  these Agurc ias were a

fami ly  who had ch i ldren our  ages and we'd be inv i ted over  to

spend a weekend and to att .end. a bir thday, for i -nstance

Can you pronounce the i r  las t  name,  p lease?

H :
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Agurc ia .

Cou ld  you  spe l1  i t ,  p lease?

I    r r  h

A - \ J -  U  - K -  U -  l _  - A  _

Thanks.

Agurc ia.  And r  suppose that  they are s t i l - l  there i_n

Tegucigalpa.  so we d id get  t ,o  know some of  them, but  most ly

they were a l - l  Amer icans.  There were a 1ot  o f  Europeans i_n

Tegucigalpa.  Germans,  there were qui te  a few Germans.  There

was a camera shop that my dad always bought his f irm at and

had p ic tures developed at  and i t  was run by a German.

were they invofved any wi th  the cof fee industry  in  thac par t

crf

Yes,  they  were  in  o ther  count . r ies .  r  don ' t  t .h ink  so  much in

Honduras .  f  don ' t  th ink  t .ha t  they  grew an awfu l  l -o t  o f  co f  f  ee

in Honduras, buL there were crr  i  t -e :  f  ew Germans that had

b u s i n e s s e s  i n  T e g u c i g a l p a .

Were  you exposed to  any  o f  the  cu l tu re  there?

O h ,  y e s .

r ' m  s u r e  y o u  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  A m e r i c a n  h o l i d a y s .

Yes ,  w i th in  the  camp we a lways  had l i ke  a  Four t .h  o f  Ju ly  b ig

picnic and a dance that night and on Thanksgiving we always

had a  Thanksg iv ing  d inner  a t  the  c rub .  They  had a  la rge

clubhouse and there was always a Thanksgiving dinner

organ ized.  Peop le  f rom Teguc iga lpa  were  inv i ted  over  to  th is

Thanksg iv ing  ce febra t ion  and,  a lso ,  d t  chr is tmas t ime.  But

fo r  the  l -oca l  peop le  we a l -so  made a  b ig  th ing  o f  Eas ter ,  wh ich

H

B

H
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Three days?

Yes,  to  New or leans  .  o f  course ,  w€ loved those boat  t r i - r rs  .

Was i t  more l - ike being on an adventure?

Yes,  i t  was  l - i ke  be ing  on  a  c ru ise .  (spouse en ters  room,

tap ing  s topped and s ta r ted  aga in)  The coasr ,  one o f  the

th ings  t .ha t  made i t  so  much fun ,  was  tha t  i t  was  so  d i f fe ren t

to  ge t  ou t  o f  the  mine  and down to  the  coas t  because there

were  pa lm t rees  and the  beach.  The un i ted  Fru i t  Company had

guest  houses  there  tha t  we cou ld  s tay  in  overn igh t .  we were

usua l ly  there  jus t  overn igh t . .

wel- l - ,  what was t .he connect ion there because r know at that

t i m e .  .  .

Just t .he fact.  that they were al l  American companies is what

made everybody help each other.  My father knew al l  of  the

heads o f  a l l  the  Amer j -can en terpr j -ses  in  Honduras .  The

Amerrcan consu l ,  fo r  one th ing-  r  th ink  in  those days  and

maybe t .hey  s t i l - l -  do  i t  in  fo re ign  count r ies ,  r  don ' t  know-

used to  have one or  two la rge  par t ies  a  year :  a lways  a  Four t .h

o f  Ju ly  par ty  and usua l ly  one o ther  dur ing  the  year .  The head

of t .he unit .ed Frui t  company woul-d be there and the head of the

Rosario Mining company woul-d be there and standard Frui t  and

Pan Amer ican A i r l ines  and a l l  the  en terpr ises  thac  were

American owned and run at that t ime. Everybody got to know

each o ther  soc ia l l y  and so  i t  was  qu i te  common fo r  somebody

from united Frui t  Company or one of the embassy couples to

come over  to  the  mine  and spend a  weekend.  And there 'd  be  a

B :
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was the semana santa for  them, which was for  the who]e Hory

week-  r  remember i t  was Thursday,  Fr iday,  saturday,  and

sunday. on those four days nobody worked and it  was because

of  the i r  custom of  the semana santa.  we had a p icn ic  up at

the swimming pool  and then t .hey 'd arways have a dance and an

Easter  egg hunt .  for  the k ids Easter  sunday.  The music  that

they would have for  these d.ances,  o f  course,  was a l_ways local  ,

that  is ,  f rom Tegucigalpa.  Local - ,  Iocal ,  there was no such

th ing,  but  in  Tegucigalpa there 'd .  a lways be a mar imba band

that  would be brought  over  for  the dances.  And that  was a l_f

T , a l -  i n  i r r n o  m r rl q u f r r  L y I , c  r r r u s l c ,  s o  w e  g r e w  u p  l 0 v i n g  L a t i n  m u s i c .  A n d ,  o f

course,  we g ' rew up learn ing the t .wo languages.  we learned

Span ish  j us t  l i ke  we  lea rned  Eng l i sh .

That 's  what  r  wanted to  ask you.  when d id you begin learn ing

to speak Spanish?

r f  you ' re exposed to i t  you ]earn the two languages together

and i t  doesnr t  seem to take any longer  because you ' re exposed

t.o the two languages from the day you're born and you start

speaking and you just  know two words for  someth ing instead of

one word.  r  don ' t  know of  any of  the ch i rdren that . ,  for

instance,  Ry contemporar ies or  my chi ldrens '  f r iends who

weren ' | t .  ab l -e to  handle i t  l ike that  .  some of  them had a

l i t t le  b i t  more of  a  knack.  They were more,  /ou know,
' l ' i - ^ " ; ^ F . i ^  

t s l ^ -r - -Lr rgur-sLr-c  rnan others,  but  a l l  the ch i ]dren who star ted out

hear ing the two languages together  r ike that  just  spoke t .he

two of  them. And just  as easi ly  as they learn i t ,  though,  lou
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can fo rge t  i t  i f  you  don ' t  go  on  and s tudy  i t .  Bu t  we grew up

learn ing  the  "s ta r  spang led  Banner .  r '  And jus t  as  we

ce lebra ted  the  Four th  o f  ' Ju1y  we wou ld  ce l -ebra t .e  the  S ix teenth

of sept.ember. And we learned al l  the words to t .he nat ional

anthem of Honduras. we knew the whole thing and we just never

thought  any th ing  o f  i t .

Wel l ,  f 'm sure  your  fa ther  spoke Span ish .  How about  your

mother?

wel l  bo th  o f  them,  you see,  had to  ]earn  i t  when they  went

down there ,  bu t  my fa ther  had been down there  about ,  oh ,  I

suppose,  s ix  o r  seven years  be fore  he  and my mother  were

marr ied ,  so  he  learned i t .  f i r s t .  .  And r ' ' f  course ,  hav ing  come

from Col-orado he had been more exposed to i t  as a chi ld anyway

because h is  fa ther  was a  rancher  and they  had had Mex ican he lp

on the ranch, so he knew the odd words, you know, and had been

exposed to  i t  a  l i t t l -e  b i t .  Bu t .  when my mother  wenL down t .hen

s h e  h a d  t o  g o  d o w n  w i t h  a  S p a n i s h  b o o k  ( c h u c k l _ e s )  a n d . . .

I t  must  have been pre t ty  much o f  a  shock  to  her .

And tha t ' s  what .  happened to  a r l  the  w ives  and the  men,  roo ,

because a  l -o t  o f  the  eng ineers  who went  down there  to  work ,

l - i ke  my husband,  ou t  o f  eng ineer ing  schoo l ,  d idn ' t  know the

language e i ther .  Everybody,  the  f i rs t  th ing  they  had to  do

was learn  some Span ish  to  ge t  by  on .

Where  d id  your  fa ther  g raduate  f rom?

co lorado schoo l  o f  M ines .  H is  b ro thers  a r r  con t inued to

r a n c h ,  b u t  h i s  f a t h e r  s a i d ,  " L o o k ,  r  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s

P , .
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enough ranch land out here to really support al l  of you the

way you would l ike to  be suppor ted.  r  th ink you should th ink

abou t  go ing  to  co ] l ege . ' r  so  he  d id .  And  s ince  co l -o rado  i s  a

large min ing s tate,  a1so,  that  was one of  the th inqs that  he

thought  of :  "Wel l - ,  what  do you do besides ranching?"  Wel l ,

o f  course,  you mine.  co lorado school  o f  Mines was one of  the

or ig ina l  schoor  of  mines in  the uni ted s tates anyway,  so i t

was just  l ike that .  was the p lace for  h im t ro go.

So your mother went down there as a young bride?

wel- l ,  he met  her .  she was a school teacher .  when he came up

to Coforado on a vacat ion he met  her .  she was t .eaching

schoo l - .  She  was  o r i g ina l l y  f rom co lo rado . . . c r i pp re  c reek .

Her  f  a ther  was a min ing man.  He was k i11ed in  a mi-ne

acc iden t .  so  then  he r  mo the r ' s  f am i l y  were  i n  ca l i f o rn ia .

And t .hey were moved out .  to  Car i forn ia,  so she reaI1y fe l t  l ike

a ca l i forn ia g i r r .  But  she came back t .o  cororado to a

teaching job and that rs  how she and my father  met .

r t  was  rea11y  rus t i c  when  she  wen t  down  the re .  f , ve

always thought ,  "Boy."  There weren ' t  very many women there ac

that  t ime.  This  min ing camp had got t .en t .o  be qui te  populous

by the t ime that r can remember, but when she f irst went down

there were only  four  or  f ive other  couples,  or  maybe three

coupres and two other  s ing le men.  There used to be a lo t  o f

s ingre men at  those fore ign min ing camps.  They 'd work and

they 'd get  bored wi th  one company and they 'd move on to

ano the r  and  then_  e \ r .n l - r ra l  1y ,  t hey 'd  come back  to  the  un i ted
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Everybody had a maid or even two maids; usuarly a raundress is

what they would cal-1 one and just. somebody j-n the house who

was most ly  in  the k i tchen because a l l -  t .he cooking was done on

a wood stove.  we d idn ' t  have ref r igerators;  they were

iceboxes.  The company had an ice p1ant .  one of  the th ings we

used to l -ove to  do as k ids was Lo watch them pul_1 the ice out

of  these vats  when i - t  was f rozen and then cut  i t  in to  b locks

wi th t .h is  b ig  saw.  Then t .hey were del ivered to  everybody 's

house  and  we  had  th i s  g rea t ,  b ig  chunk  o f  i ce .  Tha t ' s  a l_ l

they had for  re f r i -gerat . ion.

So you had an icebox?

so we had iceboxes.  And the same way wi th  i rons.  we d idn ' t

have  e lec t r i - c  i r ons  fo r  a  l ong  t ime .  you  j us t  used  the  o ld

k ind .  we 'd  hea t  t hem up  on  the  wood  s tove .  we  had  to  ge t  t he

wood stove hot  hofara r rnrr  as11]-d get  the i ron hot ;  i t  was very

l - abo r ious .

You had to p lan?

Yes,  you p lanned andyou had to have help to  do i t .  a1 l .  There

was no such th ing as dr ip  dry  or  po lyester  or  ny lon or

anyth ing l ike that .  Everyth ing was cot ton or  l_ inen and

everyth ing was i roned.  r  l -earned how to i ron just  s i t t ing

watching th is  woman because when |d  get  bored or  r  d idn ' t

have somebody to  p lay wi th  ] '  d  go up to  the l i t t te  laundry

room Lhat  was behind the house there.  r  I  d  go up and ta lk  to

Goya and pester  her  whi le  she was i ron ing.  r  was a lways

fasc inated by how she could go through a l l  th is  s tuf f  and have

l 1
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i t  look  so  n ice  and new and

around peop le  l i ke  tha t ,  Loo.

needs and they were always so

are  awfu l l y  gent le  peop le .  I

i n s t a n c e ,  t o  b e  l i k e  t h e

d i f f e r e n t .

everyth ing.  f t  was fun to  be

They had such s imple l ikes and

kind and sweet to us. Hond.urans

d idn ' t  f i nd  the  N ica raguans ,  f o r

Hondurans. They were quite

what  were the housing-arrangements l ike at  t .he min ing camp?

wel- I ,  |ou know, a min ing camp is  k ind of  l ike a mi l i tary  base.

A11 the houses are bui l t  by the company and they, re a l_ l  a l_ ike

and  they ' re  a l -1  fu rn i shed  w i th  bas i c  f u rn i t u re :  t he  beds ,  t he

couches ,  t he  cha i r s ,  and  tha t  so r t  o f  t h ing .  you , re  j us t

ass igned a house.  They were a l l -  the same s ize.  The ones in

Rosario in Honduras were frame houses. They were wooden

houses.  And because i t  was bui - r t  on a h i l rs ide they were on

st . i l - t .s  on one s ide.  That  was k ind of  n ice because i t  was sorr

of a protected area under the houses thac was open that we

could p lay i -n  because i t  ra ined an awfu l  ro t  in  Honduras.  And

i t  would a lways be more or  less d. ry  underneath these houses

because  Lhey  were  a l r  o f  t hem on  s t i l t s ,  a t  reas t  on  one  s ide .

They 'd come out  o f  the mount .a ins ide and they 'd.  have st . i l ts  on

the outs ide.  And every p lace you went  was uphi r l  or  downhi l l_ .

r t  was  no  p lace  fo r  somebody  ( chuck r -es )  who  wasn ' t . . .

You were in  good shape c l imbing a l l  those h i r rs .

Everybody was in  good shape. . .everybody.

so d id Lhe l -aborers r ive in  the same type of  housing?

No,  they l ived out  o f  the campgrounds.  They had the i r  own

B :

H :

B :

H :
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l i t t l e  v i 1 1 a g e .  S o m e  o f  t h e m

mayber  par t  o f  the  fami ly  wou ld

and a  coup le  o f  head o f  ca t t le

l i ke  tha t  and one or  two o f  the

at  the  mj -ne .  They  wou ld  wa lk

every day and al l  the way back

long way.

How about t .he single men? What

d id  they  have?

l i ved on I i t t . l_e f  arms and,

be trying to grow some corn

and some chickens and stuf f

men in  the fami ly  would work

al- l  the way up to that mine

home every n ight .  f t  was a

B :

H :

B :

H :
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type of l iv ing arrangements

weI l ,  t hey  had  s i ng le  mens '  qua r te r s  j us t  l i ke  a  mo te r . . . a

l - ine of  rooms wi th  communal  showers.  There were three of

t .hose.  Rows is  what  they ca l led them: they had Row A,  Row B,

and Row c.  They usual ly  had the miners i -n  one-  because they

got  up earr ier  and got  o f f  to  work ear l ier  in  the morning-

then  the  o f f i ce  fo rce  and  the  m i r r  f o rce .  A  ro t  o f  t he  m i l l

men would be on sh i f t  and so they kept  d i f ferent .  hours.  r t

was  k ind  o f  no i sy . . . a  who le  bunch  o f  j us t .  s i ng le  men  l i ke  tha t

l iv ing together ,  so they k ind of  segregated the mi-n ing group

from the of f ice group f rom the mi l l  group.

The same wi t .h  the wives?

(chuckles)  wel l - ,  ro .  when t .hey g 'o t  marr ied everybody got  a

house,  but  t .h is  was just  for  s ing le men that  they had these

apar tments in  rows.

And where were they f ed? Was there a boarding t.ype. . .

There was what  they ca l ]ed a c l -ub and i t  was I i -ke a large,

wel l ,  l ike any b i -g  c lub house.  r t  had a large k i tchen and a
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din ing room. They a l l  a te in  the d in ing room. I t  had a large

l ibrary and then i t  had a large recreat ion room. They had two

pool tables and a ping pong tabl-e and a large phonograph with

a very large co l lect ion of  a l l  k inds of  records.  They were

a l l  j u s t  t he  78 ' s  t hen .

They had what they cal- l-ed a club meeting every month

and everybody paid dues and they e lected of f icers.  And they

had an entert.ainment committ.ee and it  was passed around,

amongst everybody; they had to take their turn. But the

par t ies were p lanned by the soc ia l  commit tee.  And then they

had a l ibrary and they used to take turns seeing who woul-d be

e]ected the l ibrar ian because the l ibrary  was only  open Lwo

nights  a week so that  you could check out  books.  r t  was run

l ike any l ibrary .  You had a l ibrary  card,  buL the dues were

used to buy books for  the l ibrary  and to  buy records.  They 'd

have somebody draw up a l ist of what were the newest record.s

that  were out .  A l1 of  th is  coul -d be ordered and sh ipped down

from New York.

You had ment ioned that  each household had a maid,  a  laundress,

et  cetera.  The cook prepared the meals  accord ing to  what  your

mother  inst ructed her  to  prepare or  was she g iven f ree re in

and could prepare anything she wanted?

We l I ,  ( chuck les )  back  i n  my  mo the r ' s  t ime  mos t  o f  t hese  ma ids

didn ' t  know how to cook Amer ican food.  s tap les down there for

the nat ive people,  as we cal - l -ed them, were red beans and r j_ce

and tor t i l l -as.  They hand-made tor t i l las  on a s tone and i t  was
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the most wonderful food in the world. Even though we ate our

Amer ican food we a lways had a pot .  They had these ear then

pots and they just  f i t  in  one of  the round th ings on these

wood stoves.  There was a lways a pot  o f  beans on the scove.

rf they wanted to make rice they could. And they armost

a lways d id.  And then they 'd make f resh tor t i l las  every day.

They coul-d eat anything t.hat we were eating, too, but the

different women wourd teach the woman that they had working

for  them how to do the th ings that  they l iked to  do.  And,  r

mean/ we went. back and the women did an awful_ lot of t .heir own

cooking.  Most  o f  th is  other  he lp were c leaning up and keeping

a  s tove  go ing .  My  mo the r  was  i n  the  k i t chen  a I l  t he  t ime .

And f  was,  too,  when I  was down there.

Did she have any problems procur ing cer ta in  t .ypes of  food?

we1] ,  r  was going to  ter r  you.  The company arso,  bes ides

p rov id ing  th i s  c lub  fac i l i t y  and  a t1  o f  t h i s  f o r  t he  s ing le

peop le  and  the  mar r i ed  peop le . . .  r  mean ,  t he  women  wou l_d

have a shower for  somebody.  They 'd have i t  down at  the c tub

and have the fac i l - i t ies there to  do that  wi th .  They had,

a lso,  a  commissary that  would be open Lwo mornings of  the

week .  r t  was  j us t  l i ke  a  l i t t r e  g roce ry  s to re .  They  had  to

order  a l l -  o f  th is .  This  was a l l  ordered through the of f ice

and  senL  o f f  t o  supp l i e rs . f  don ' t  know whether  i t  was  New

or leans or  New York or  Miami  .  r  d .on ' t  know where i t  a l_ l  came

from, but there were arways these cargo trains of t .hese wooden

boxes coming down wi th  suppl ies for  the commissary.  And i t
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was al-ways kind of l ike christmas when a big shipment arrived

because i t  would begin to  get  pret . ty  depleted,  but  they

carr ied everyth ing that  you needed l - ike sa l t  and pepper  and

peanut  but ter .  They bought  loca1 shor tening because i t  was

ca } l ed  bTanqu i t a .  I t  was  coconuL  o i1 . . . l i ke  a  C r i sco -ha rd

shor tening.  But  our  but ter  was canned and a l l  the mi lk  that

we had was powdered and beaten up kind of l- ike our coffeemate

now, except i t  was whole milk. And you had to make your milk

f rom scratch or  you used Carnat ion mi lk .  Even our  water  had

to be boi led,  but  then they had everyth ing that  you needed,

reaI1y.  They had the f l -our  and the sugar .  Mother  used to buy

a hundred-pound sack of f lour and a hundred-pound sack of

sugar .  The k i tchens were pret . ty  large in  these houses because

they had t .o  be to  s tore th is  s tuf f .  They had a large var ie ty

of  a l l -  o f  the canned f ru i ts  and vegetable and sp ices and

everyth ing l ike that  that  you 'd want .  so you had to go to  the

g roce ry  s to re . . .

End of Tape One

Side  A



H :

Beginning of Tape One

Side  B

To buy f resh th ings we went  down to a l i t t l_e l_ocal -  market  that

the merchant.s would have every Saturday morning,. f t  would be

down c lose to  a l i t t . le  marketp lace that  a  ch inaman had.  Al l

the l i t t le  l -ocal -  s tores that  were out  o f  the camp were run by

chi -nese people.  They had a coca-cola bot t r ing prant .  The

f i rs t  one that  was bot t l ing anyth ing l ike that  down there was

run by a ch inaman.  This  l i t t re  market  thaL was c lose to  the

mine had a l i t t l -e  k i tchen in  i t  where they were a lways cooking

st.uf f  .  A l-ot of the single men would go down there on

saturday af ternoon.  They 'd have the i r  beers down there and

he 'd  g i ve  them someth ing  to  ea t  w i th  the i r  bee rs .  And  he  so ]d

to the l -ocal -  people beans,  r j -ce,  brown sugar ,  and that  sor t .  o f

th ing.  These stores were a1l -  owned by ch inese.  we found that

in  Nicaragua and in  Mexico,  a lso,  that  the ch inese were a lways

t .he merchants on the outsk i r ts  o f  these min ing camps.  And the

min ing camps a lways had one or  ch inese cooks in  them, roo.

That 's  in terest ing.  were there any women employed in  the camp

by the company?

No,  j us t  a  teacher .  we  d idn ' t  even  have  a  nu rse ,  bu t  t he re

was always one or two of the wj-ves that were there who had

been nurses and they 'd get  in  and help in  a hurry .

Your  mom gave b i r th  to  aI r -  o f  her  ch i ldren in  Honduras.  r

wonder  what  type of  exper ience that  was.

B :

H :

B :
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H : Exact ly .  she only  had a doctor ,  our  l -ocal  doctor .  These

min ing camps a lways had rea11y good doctors.  r  don ' t  know how

they got  them. They were usuarry  just  emproyed to be abre to

cope wi th  acc idents more than anyth ing e lse,  but  they were

always very good in tern is ts ,  too,  because we had a lo t  o f

s ickness and stuf f  :  paras i tes and that  sor t  o f  t .h inq.

How abou t  s i l - i cos i s?

That  was a lways a problem for  the miners,  /€s.  Thei r

specia l t ies were mine acc i -dents and lung problems and

(chuckl ing)  de l iver ing babies.  when my mother  had us she

always had a nurse come over from Tegucigalpa and stay. she

would come over  and she 'd s tay at  the mine for  a  month.  very

of ten there 'd  be two women expect ing at .  the same t ime and th is

nurse woul -d come and she 'd s t .ay at  the mine.  They paid her ,

buL r  don ' t  know how much.  r  donr t  remember any of  that ,  but

r remember t.his one named Mrs. Rogers and she took care of mv

mother  when my s is ter  was born.

Do you th ink,  perhaps,  in  Lhe back of  your  mom,s mind she was

th ink ing:  ' t rhere may be a sr im chance that  r  go in  to  labor

and the doctor 's  not  here.  perhaps the nurse can st .and in  as

a  m idw i f e "?

we1I ,  the nurses helped and k ind of  took care of  t .he babies

for  them because in  those days there was none of  th is  of

get t ing you on your  feet  and sending you back home wi th  a

brand-new baby l ike they do now.  Even r  am amazed at  what

t h e y ' r e  d o i n g .  I  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  f h e  t - h i n e r  l - n  r t r . r  h r r r -

B :

H :

B:

H :
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t h a t ' s  n o t  f o r  m e  t o  s a y .  B u t  i n  h e r

very  qu ie t  and res ted  and every th ing

Th is  nurse  ba thed the  baby  and sor t

the  househo ld  was run  as  i t  shou ld  be

a n d  t h e n  t o o k  o f f .

days, why, they kept you

fo r  a t  l eas t .  t en  days .

of  saw that  t .he rest  o f

and got you on your feet

Nowadays, that would be a bit of a luxury.

wouldn ' t  i t?  oh,  unheard of  .  r t  would be l - ike home

(chuck les )  hea ] th  ca re  on  a  g rand  sca le .

Yes .  D id  you r  mom b reas t . - f eed?

r  don ' t  know whether  she d id or  not  to  te l - l  you the t ru th.  I

t h ink  tha t  she  d id .

She may have had a wet  nurse,  Loo.

No .  r  t h ink  she  p robab ly  t r i ed  to  nu rse  some o f  us .  r  don ' t

know. r  know we a lways had bot . t les around.  you know, t .here 's

e ight  years d i f ference between mysel f  and my s is ter .  r 'm t .he

oldest  and she 's  the youngest .  r  can remember bot t les around

the house,  but  r  don ' t  remember anyth ing for  my two brothers

and me. r do know that when my sist.er was born there were rwo

other women who had children born that. same month. And r know

that  th is  Mrs.  Rogers s tayed for  the whole t . ime and took care

of  each of  these women when these babies were born.

Was her  husband work ing in  the min ing camp,  a lso?

No.  r  donr t  even know that  she was marr ied.  Maybe she was a

widow or maybe her husband did somet.hing over in Tegucigarpa

or  maybe she d idn ' t  have a husband,  but  she was a profess ional

nurse and she worked at  the hospi tar  in  Tegucigalpa.  But  none

B
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of  the women went  over  to  Tegucigarpa to  have the i r  babies.

They a l l  had them at  home wi th  th is  Dr .  Avery because they

thought  he was so f ine,  he was so good.

He must  have worn many hats  i f  he was an ob_gyn. . .

Tha t ' s  r i gh t .  ( chuck les )  No ,  he  was  rea l l y  qu i te  a  doc to r .

r found that when we moved to Mexico r thought 'How lucky we

are.  we have a good teacher  and a good.  doctor . r '  Those are

the two most  impor tant  th ings in  your  l_ i fe  when you 've got

four  ch i ldren,  whj -ch r  had by then.  when r  was a ch i ld  in

Honduras i t  d idn ' t  mat ter  what  k ind of  a  l_ i t t l_e cuc or

anything we had- and sometimes we had some prett.y bad things

happen- he was always able to st. i t .ch everybody up and take

care of them. This Dr. Avery was the doct.or when r was a

chi ld  there.  when r  went  back then years la ter  marr ied to  my

husband and r had my own chi]dren my oldest son broke an

e l -bow.  we  had  a  ve ry  f i ne  doc to r  t hen ,  t oo . . . good  enough  tha t

he  sa id ,  " r  don ' t  wan t  t o  touch  th i s  a rm.  you ' l - l  have  to  take

him out  to  New or l -eans.  "  He knew of  a  doctor  a t  the ochsner

c r i n i c  and  he  sen t  a  te leg ram o f f  t o  h im-  the re  weren ' t  any

long d is tance te lephones in  t .hose days-  and made a l I  the

arrangements for  th is  doctor  to  meet  me and get  my son in to a

hosp i ta l  and  ge t  h im  opera ted  on .  H is  a rm 's  f i ne  today .  r t ' s

not  a  hundred percent ,  but  i t 's  a l -most .  so you have to  have

a cer ta in  amount  of  l -uck,  too,  when you l ive in  p laces l ike

+ - l - ^ t s
L I I q L .

You become a b i - t  o f  a  surv ivor ,  too,  r  woul -d imaqine.B :
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H : Yeah .  we l - l ,  and  some  peop Ie . . . t ha t ' s  t he  t h i ng .  you  e i t he r

ad jus t  t o  i t  o r  you  j us t  can ' t  and  you  don ' t  s tay .  you  know,

there was a lways a cer ta in  amount  of  turnover .  r t  was too

fo re i gn  and  t oo . . . t hey  j us t  cou l - dn ' t  adap t  t o  i t  and  a  I o t  o f

peop le  were  homes ick .  They  cou ]dn ' t  ad jus t  t o  t he  two

cul tures and they werenr t  comfor tab le wi th  i t .  some peopre

had problems with their parents at home and had t.o reave and

go back,  so there was a lways qui te  a b i t  o f  turnover  in  those

fore ign min ing camps.

So your  fa ther  re t i red and moved back to  Colorado?

To Colorado.

n n z l  1 ^ - '  r t r  ^ r  Fmru !y  L r rd  L  u l - l l l €  yOU Wefe  maf f  ied?

Oh, yeah.  f  had been marr ied qui te  a whi l_e.

How abou t  back ing  up  to  you r  cou r t sh ip  w i th  Mr .  Humphreys . . . o r

how you met him?

werl, wo went. down there in the summertime, as r said, to be

with my f ather and ,Jack was working t.here as a single man.

That 's  how f  met  h im.  Eventual ly ,  (chuck les)  we convinced,  my

dad that  we wanted to  get  marr j -ed.  And,  of  course.  he l iked

Jack.  He d idn ' t  have anyth ing against  me marry ing ,Jack.  He

jus t  d idn 'L  wan t  me  to  mar ry  h im  tha t  soon .  And ,  o f  cou rse ,

wha t  we  had  rea l l y  t hough t  was ,  we l ] ,  t ha t  t hen  he  wou ld . . . he

was young enough.  He d idn ' t  fee l  he was t ied to  that  job down

there and he f igured that  he would come out .  to  the s tates and,

maybe,  90 back to  school  h imser f  and r  coul -d cont inue in

schoor. That way everybody would be happy, but then the war

R .
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came a long and we courdn ' t  do th ings r ike Lhat .  He fe l t  he

should get into i t ,  so he went into the navy and r went back

and stayed wi th  my mother  and r  never  went  back t .o  school .

r  coul -d have except  that  r  fe l - t  r ike r  had to  be wi th  h im as

much as r  could.  we a l - l -  fe l - t  l - ike that .  we d idn ' t  know how

long the war  was going to  last .  we d idn ' t  know i f  they were

ever going to come back after the war, so any t ime that. r was

abl-e to get on a train and go down and be down where he was,

why ,  t ha t ' s  wha t  I  d i d .

By the t ime the war was over then everybody fe1t. l i_ke,

"Gee  wh i z !  we ' ve  l os t  t h ree  yea rs  o f  ou r  l i f e .  we ' ve  go t .  t o

get back to work and start making some money. r '  so we went

back to  Honduras,  then,  as soon as he was out  o f  the navv and

back to  th is  same Rosar io  Min ing Company.

But you went back as the wife of one of the eng,ineers now.

r  went  back marr ied,  yeah,  but  r  had arr  o f  my ch i rdren ouu

here.  r  a lways came out  to  the s tates t .o  have my chi ldren.

You di-d?

U h - h u h .

why?

I  g u e s s  t h a t  '  s  j  u s t  p r o g r e s s  .  I  d o n '  t .  k n o w .

p lace ,  w€ d idn ' t .  have the  same doc tor  anymore .

D r .  A v e r y  h a d  r e t i r e d !  ( c h u c k l e s )

And we d idn ' t  have th is  nurse  tha t  wou ld  come over .  Even my

parents  jus t  a l l  thought  i t .  was  jus t  be t te r  to  have these

bab ies  born  ou t  in  the  un i ted  Sta tes ,  so  f  a ]ways  came back
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ou t  he re .

To Colorado Spr ings?

Yeah,  Lo have my chi ldren and then i ld  go back down.  we were

st i l l  us ing these banana boats to  t ravel  on back and for th .

( t ap ing  s topped  and  s ta r ted  aga in )  we l l ,  t hen  r  was  s t i l l

t ravel j -ng,  making the t r ip  f rom Tegucigalpa by p lane to  the

coast .  and then on the banana boats up to  New or leans.  Then

ld get  on a t ra in  f rom New orreans up to  co lorado spr ings.

Panama L imi ted? Was that  the t ra in?

(chuck les )  No ,  f  don ' t  r emember  wha t  i t  was  ca l_ led .  f  used

to ]ove those t ra j -n  r ides.  r  wish t .he t ra ins would get .  back

to where they used to be.  r  '  d  r ike t .o  go on a t ra in  r ide

r i gh t .  now.  Jack rs  the  one  who  i sn ' t  i n te res ted  i n  t ra ins ,  bu t

I ' d  l i ke  to  s ta r t  do ing  some t rave l i ng  on  t ra ins  aga in .

I t  wou ld  seem to  be  ve ry . . .

You  see  t he  coun t r ys i de ,  you  know ,  and  i t ' s . . .

You don' t  have to  worry  about  t . ra f  f  ic .

No,  you s i t  back and read a book and when you get  s t i f f  you

can get  up nd walk  around.  I  don ' t  know.

Take a nap.

Take a nap.  (chuckl -es)  we enjoyed those t r ips.  They were

k ind of  fun when r  look back on i t .  Af ter  my second.  son was

born the o ldest  one was just  t .hree.  He was very act ive and

into anyth ing.  r 'm tef  l ing you,  those three days on t .hat  boat

going back to  Honduras were a n iqhtmare.

Tax ing .
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H: Because r  d idn ' t  know whether  he was going to  want  to  go over

the edge (chuckres)  in to the ocean or  not .  They had ra i ls ,

but they were open rai ls and my chil-dren l-oved to cl- imb up on

everyth ing.  But  there was an awfu l ly  n ice Honduran couple

that  d idn ' t  have any ch l ]dren of  t .he i r  own and had been

want ing so badly  to  have ch i ldren.  They just  took Johnny over

f  or  me on that  boat .  t r ip .  I  don ' t  know how f  would have made

i t  o therwise because I  was s t i1 l  hav ing t .o  take care of  th is

s ix-week ord baby,  but  they were a b ig herp.  , rohnny st i l l

remembers that  boat  r ide he sa id,  so that  was k ind of  n ice for

h im ,  t oo .

r  guess,  rea l Iy ,  that  was probably  the l -ast  boat  r ide r

had. Then we started f lying up through Mexico to Col-orado and

back.  we d idn ' t  go in to New or leans anymore,  but  r  rea]1y

have a sof t  spot  in  my hear t  for  New or l -eans.  r  love i t

there.  When he had th is  arm f ixed I  had to  s tay there unt i l

they coul -d change the cast -  they changed i t  t .w ice-  and were

sure that  there was no in fect ion or  anyth ing set  in  because i t

was in  pret ty  bad shape by the t ime r  was ready to  get  h im up

the re  and  he  \ ^7Ac .ya l -1 - i n9  reS t less .  Bu t .  f  used  to  qe t  on  tha t

s t r ee t ca r .

The  S t .  Char les  s t ree t . ca r?

On  the  S t .  Cha r l es  s t r ee t ca r .  We 'd

end and then we'd r ide i t  a l_ l  the

conductor knew us and he got to t.he

want to charge me for the r ide and I

r ide  i t .  a1 l  the  way to  the

w a y  b a c k .  ( c h u c k l e s )  r h e

po in t  where  he  d idn ' t  even

sa id ,  r t  J t  I  s  no  reason no t
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t o  pay  you  fo r  i t .

h im .  "

f t ' s  t h e  o n l y  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  I ' v e  g o t  f o r

Riding through the Garden Dis t r ic t?

Yeah,  i t  was so n ice.  I t  was fun and i t  kept  h im busy and

quiet  because he coul -dn ' t  do anyth ing.  Then we f ina l ly  were

given the permiss ion to  go back home,  but  we f rew back then.

We f lew on Pan Amer ican in to Tegucigalpa.

And how far was the mining camp from Tegucigalpa?

wel- l ,  when they used to have to  r ide i t  took arr  d .ay.  can you

imag ine  r i d ing  a  mu le  fo r  s i x  o r  seven  hou rs?  They 'd  s top .

That 's  what  my mother  d id .  r  never  had to  do that .  By the

t ime  I  had  m\ /  r ' h i l d ran  ^nd  was  baCk  the re ,  Why ,  t hey  had

opened up a road and you courd dr ive over .  r t  was,  oh,  about

two,  two and a har f  hours over  a very winding,  twis ted

mountain road. somet.imes the fog woul-d be so down on the

ground you courd hardry see.  wel r ,  i f  i t  was t .hat  bad we iust

d idn ' t  go .  we  s tayed  i n  Teguc iga lpa ,  bu t  we  cou rd  go  by  ca r

then .

And,  rea l Iy ,  the women had fun because there were th ings

to do.  There was noth ing e l -se.  you coul_dn ' t  go shopping.

There were no beauty par lors ,  but  there was a lways somebody

who  was  p re t t y  good  a t  do ing  peop le ' s  ha i - r  so  you 'd  end  up

going to  see Fay Connel  to  get .  your  ha i r  cut .  wer I ,  somebody

would come a long wi th  you and pret ty  soon you 'd have a paruy

go ing ;  a  tea  pa r t y  o r  co f fee  pa r t y  o r  someth ing .  The re 'd

always be somebody giving somebody a permanent.

H :



B :

H :

There was,  a lso,  a  bowf  ing a l_ ley.  Eventua1ly  they put  in

a bowl ing a l ley.  That  was n ice because you can bowr ins ide.

We l i ved  w i th  a  l o t  o f  ra in ,  so  you  cou ldn ' t  p lay  tenn is  and

you couldn '  t  go r id ing.  And,  of  course,  a  l_ot  o f  the

women . . . i t  was  so  much  eas ie r  f o r  me  because  r  had  a l ready

learned to do these th ings,  but  many 's  the person that  I

taught  how to r ide a horse and hold a tennis  racket  because we

had a l l  o f  those th ings t .o  do i f  the weather  was n ice enouqh

to  do  i t .

we l I ,  t he  newcomers -  r  don ' t  know wha t  o the r  word  to  use -  was

there a suppor t  system for  them?

oh,  yes.  we a lways took cassero les over  to  them and helped

them. They a l ready had a maid.  our  maid woul -d have a s is ter

or  they 'd have somebody,  so at  least  they 'd have somebody in

the house that  could get  that  wood stove going for  them. r t

was just  one b ig happy fami ly .  The generar  manager 's  wi fe  was

sor t  o f  more or  l -ess l ike a cheer leader .  She was supposed t .o

k ind of  (chuckres)  keep everybody doing th ings for  each other .

r f  somebody got  s ick there was a lways somebody e l -se that  was

over  there look ing af ter  t .he k ids.  r f  somebody wanted of f  on

vacat ion,  why,  they cou]d just  c lose up the i r  house.  Nobody

worr ied about  any k ind of  vandal ism or  anyth ing e l_se.  We'd

]ook af ter  the garden.  And we real ly  d idn ' t  have to  do much

water ing .  Mot .her  Nature  took  care  o f  the  th inqs

I t  ra ined a l - ]  the  t ime !

T h i n g s  j u s t  g r e w  l i k e  c r a z y . I  h a d  a  b i g  b e a u t i f u l  p a t c h  o f
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these lavender orchids in my front yard and we just went out

one day on horses and p icked them up of f  o f  the h i l ls ide and

brought them in and planted them and they grew.

f  be t  t hey  were  beau t i f u l .

They  we re  j us t  go rgeous .  And  po inse t t i as . . .we  had  ou r

poinset t ias growing in  the ground,  you know. They werenr t  in

po ts  (po in t s  to  p lan t )  I i ke  tha t  poo r  t h ing  ove r  t he re .  Roses

d id  p re t t y  we l l  t he re ,  t oo .

But  an awfur  lo t  o f  the foodstuf fs  that  we take so for

g ran ted  he re  now,  f resh  th ings ,  don ' t  g row in  a  c l ima te  tha t ' s

that  wet .  we never  had very n ice potatoes and we never  had

very good onions.  we used to have some very smal l_  l i t t le

purp le onions and the nat ives a lways so ld them in bunches of

about  s ix .  we'd go down and buy a bunch of  on j -ons and i t

would be about  the s tze of  one n ice good onion up here.  And

in Honduras we d idn ' t  have ch i les r ike we had in  Mexico.  They

d idn ' t  use  a  l o t  o f  ch i l e  i n  t he i r  f ood  and ,  r  t h ink ,  i t s

because  t . he re ,  aga in ,  t he  c l - ima te  d idn ' t  l end  i t se l f  .

cer ta in ly  not  in  the ra in  forest  where we were.  And the meat

was tough.  r  mean,  we ate an awfu]  lo t  o f  beef  and pork,  but

t he re  wasn ' t  any  f a t  on  i t .  ( chuck les )

Q t -  r i  n n r r

st r ingy.  so we ate an awfu l -  lo t  o f  s tews,  that  k ind of  food, :

Sw iss  s teaks  and  l i ve r  and  s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .  s teak  was  neve r

even heard.

was the  c l - imate  near ly  t .he  same year - round? was there  any
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discernabl -e change f rom one season to another?

wel l ,  they have what  they ca l r  the dry season and that  was

l ike our  winter  season up here.  r t .  would be l ike January,

February,  March,  in  through there.  r t  would s t .op ra in ing,  so

there wouldn ' t  be t .he moisture,  and i t  wour-d be sunny and i t

would be warm enough to go ahead and go swimmi_ng because the

pool  was not  heated and,  boy,  was that  water  cord.  r t  was

rea1ly  co ld,  but  we went  swimming anyway.  r t  d idn ' t  bother

us.  we courd get  out  and do more.  But  you learn to  r ive wi th

ra in .  We l l ,  you  know i f  you ' re  f rom Lou is iana .

Yes .

why,  you just  take an umbrel l -a  wi th  you wherever  you ' re going

and you do more things inside. you know, as a woman, you

couldn ' t  go down there and surv ive i f  you d idn, t  l_earn how to

knit or t .o crochet or to do needlepoint or some kind of

handwork because you 'd get  together  in  a group.  A rot  o f

people,  i f  somebody new came,  they 'd have a rea par ty  for

them. Wel l ,  you took your  handwork wi th  you and you 'd.  d .o

s tu f f  l i ke  t ha t .

D id  you  goss ip  a  l o t?

r t  cou ld  have  been  a  p rob lem,  yeah .  you  know,  i t ' s  k ind  o f

s t . ressfu l  in  a way to  l - ive and to  work and to  pray wi th  the

same group of  people a l l  the t ime.  That 's  why one of  the

first. t .hings that people had to learn, t .he women, when they

got  down there,  was that  they had to  s tay home a l - i t t1e b i t .

Y o u t r e  s o  i n g l  i  n a A  t - a  + " ^ r  . r ^  t ^  a \ r o r \ , r  g r o u p  t h a t  y o u r r e
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inv i ted to  or  do everyth ing that  there is  to  do,  r ike bowl

every day or go swimming every day or do something with other

peop le  a l - l  t he  t ime . . . t r y i ng  t o  ad jus t ,  f ou  know .  Why ,  you ' r e

bet ter  o f f  just  to  s t .ay home and t ry  to  l - ive your  l i fe  and

just  occasional ly  go out  and do someth ing unt i l  you get  to

know t .he people because everybody had the i r  own personal i ty ;

some would be abras ive and some wouldn ' t  be,  some wouldnr t

have as many ch i ldren to  fook af ter ,  some d idn ' t  have any so,

of  course,  then they d idn ' t  understand why other  people were

so t ied down wi th  t .he i r  ch i ldren and d idn ' t  want  to  drop

everyth ing to  go of f  and pray br idge.  But  they d id.  There

were  those  who  l i ked  to  p lay  ca rds .  we l r ,  t hey 'd  ge t  t oge the r

and there was a lways a br idge game once or  twice a week.  Then

they had bowl ing tournaments and,  as I  sa id,  reading.  I f  you

d idn ' t  r i ke  t o  r ead  you  we re  rea r r y . . . r  j u s t  don ' t  know  how

anybody can survive in a mining camp or on an army base if  you

don' t  en joy reading because i t  takes you away f rom your

surroundings.  You know, you have to  get  out  o f  that .

And,  perhaps,  the monotony.

The sameness of  i t ,  you know; the sameness of  the people,  the

sameness  o f  you r  rou t i ne .  r t ' s  a  ve ry  s t ruc tu red  l i f e  because

the men worked.  rn  the f i rs t  p lace,  they worked s ix  days a

week/  so you cou]dn ' t  put  a  three-day weekend together  and go

over  to  Tegucigarpa or  anyth ing l ike that .  Most  people saved

thei r  vacat ion t ime and would take a month a year .

A month?P , .

z v



H : Wel- I r  1zou have so  fa r  to  90 ,  so  most  peop le  wou ld  save up .

They 'd  go  every  Lwo years  and they 'd  take  two monLhs,  so  tha t

they 'd  be  ab le  to  go  ou t  and v is i t  the i r  paren ts  and do  what

they  wanted  to  do  up  here :  ge t  the i r  tee th  f i xed  ,  go  see eye

doctors ,  maybe have an  opera t ion ,  o r  whatever .

Wel- l - ,  you mentioned t .hat you went several-  t imes back home.

Did your husband accompany you many of those t imes or did he

s tay  a t  the  min ing  camp?

W e l l ,  h e  u s u a l l y  s t a y e d .  W h e n  w e  m o v e d  t o  M e x i c o  t h e n ,  o f

course ,  t .ha t  was  a  comple te ly  d i f fe ren t  t .h ing  than Honduras

because we were  so  much c loser  to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and by

then we had a car and roads to dr ive on and I  could dr ive up

to  co lo rado w i th  these ch i ld ren .  r  d id  tha t .  every  summer  and

then he  wou l -d  come up.  A f te r  I  had been there  fo r  a  month

h e ' d  t a k e  h i s  v a c a t i o n  a n d  c o m e  u p  a n d  w e ' d  a l l  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e

mine t .ogether  be fore  schoo l  s ta r ted ,  so  i t  was  qu i te  d i f fe ren t

f rom be ing  in  Honduras  when they  were  l i t t l_e .  I t  was  jus t

k ind  o f  a  n ice  t rans i t ion  fo r  us  to  be  ab le  l -n  r rn  f ram r .he  one

area Lo  someth inq  a  l i t t . l -e  b i t .  more  c loser  to  home

H o w  d ' i  d  \ / . ) 1  r  c n d  t r n  i n  M e x i r - o ?uy

The mine in  Honduras ,  the  Rosar io  Min ing  Company,  was go ing  to

c l -ose  down.  They  had run  ou t  o f  o re ,  so ,Jack ,  because he  was

in  the  mine ,  cou ld  see i t  coming and he  knew he was go ing  to

have to  be  look ing  fo r  a  job  someplace e lse  sooner  o r  la te r .

One o f  the  t rave l ing  sa lesman tha t  came th rough,  a  min ing

mach inery  sa lesman,  and Jack  were  pre t ty  good f r iends .  They

B :

H :



had developed quite a f  r iendship I  should say. So ,Jack was

ta lk ing  to  h im about  the  s i tua t ion  and he  sa id ,  ' , I  th ink  I

know o f  a  p lace  tha t  jus t  migh t .  be  what  you are  look ing  fo r .  "

So he  gave Jack  the  address  and a l l  o f  the  de ta i l s  and the

who le  th ing  and l fack  wro te  to  them.  They  sa id  ye  s ,  tha t  they

were  in te res ted ,  so  he  sent  t .hem a l - l  h is  r6sum6 and a l - l  th is

r igmaro le .  The paperwork  invo lved t .o  work  in  Mex ico  is  jus t

someth ing  you wou ldn ' t  be l ieve ,  bu t  we go t  th rough a l l  o f  tha t

and f ina l l y ,  why ,  they  h i red  h im.  I t  was  k ind  o f  a  gamble  we

t o o k ,  k i n d  o f  l i k e ,  " W e l L ,  w e ' 1 1  t r y  a n d  y o u  c a n  t r y  u s "  s o r t

of thing because they had had t .wo other men that they had

h i red  fo r  th is  pos i t ion  and ne i ther  one o f  them had worked

o u t .  B u t , J a c k  j u s t  w a s  s u r e  e n o u g h  o f  h i m s e l f  t h a t  h e  f i g u r e d

he was be t te r  l -h :n  t -harz  L 'e re  and tha t  he  wou ld  work  ou t .

(  chuck les  )

So he went t .here and I  went.  up to Col_orado and stayed

wi th  my mother  un t i r  he  had gone th rough th is  two-month

p r o b a t i o n ,  f  g u e s s  y o u  w o u l d  c a l l  i t ,  s t a g e .  T h e n  f i n a l l y

t .hey  sa id  yes ,  tha t  they  wanted  h im to  s t .ay .  And th is  house

was a lmost  f in ished,  so  he  cou ld  have th is  new house tha t  they

were  bu i ld ing .  Th is  o ldes t  son  o f  mine  was the  one who rea l l y

s u f f e r e d  b e c a u s e  r  h a d  t o  t a k e  h i m  o u t  o f  h i s  l - i t t l e

schoolroom in Honduras and take him up to colorado springs and

put  h im in  a  b ig  pub l i c  schoo l  up  there .  In  those days

s c h o o ] s  w e r e n r t  t h a t  b i g  b u t ,  n e v e r L h e l _ e s s ,  f o r  h i m  i t  w a s  a

t raumat ic  th in^ .  t r 'a  l r r r l  r ^  take  h im out  o f  tha t  and take  h im
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b a c k  t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  s c h o o l  i n  M e x i c o ,  ( c h u c k l e s )  s o  t h a c  w a s

a pre t ty  rough year  fo r  h im,  bu t  ch i ld ren  are  so  adaptab le ,

you know.  He doesn ' t  look  back  on  i t  as  a  miserab le

exper ience a t  a l - l - .  f  was  jus t  fee l ing  te r r ib l -e  fo r  h im the

w h o l e  t i m e .

And there ,  aga in ,  in  th is  min ing  camp,  we l1 ,  we had jus t

the  one- room schoo l  and i t  was  a  l i t t le  b i t  la rger  than the

one in  Honduras .  Oh,  I  suppose when my k ids  s ta r ted  there

must  have been about  f i f teen  or  s ix teen ch i l -d ren  in  tha t

s c h o o l -  w i t h  o n e  t e a c h e r . . . a l 1  g r a d e s .  B u t  s h e  h a d  s u c h  a n

in te res t ing  background.  She was Mex ican and her  fami ly  had

come out  here  to  E l  Paso when Pancho V i l la  ran  everybody ou t

o f  Mex ico .  Her  mother  b rought  a l l  o f  her  ch i l -d ren  ou t  here  to

E l  Paso.  They  went  to  schoo l  here  in  E l -  Paso and,  o f  course ,

eventua l - l y  she  became an Amer ican.  She met  a  Texan boy ,  a t

Texas  Western  i t  was  ca l led  then,  and he  go t  th is  job  a t  the

San Franc isco  de l  Oro  Mine ,  so  she came back  down there  w i th

h i m  a s  t h e  t e a c h e r .

As  a  husband-wi fe  team?

He went down as an engineer and she went down as the teacher.

Wel - l - ,  back  then tha t  must  have been fa i r l y  unusua l .

W e I l - ,  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s ,  y e a h .  S h e  w a s  r e a l l y  a n  e x c e l l _ e n t

teacher  and she taught  a l l  four  o f  my ch i ld ren .  They  a l l

g raduated  f rom her  g rade schoo l .

So she was on the payrol l  of  ASARCO?

Not  ASARCO.  Th is  i s  San Franc isco  de1 Oro .
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Okay,  excuse me.

T h a t ' s  a  d i f f e r e n t

Could you, more or

company than ASARCO.

l e s s ,  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  t e l 1  m e .

H :

End of Tape One

Side  B

Beginning of Tape Two

Side A

Parra l  is ,  I  guess,  two and a hal f  or  three hours by car  south

of  Chihuahua Ci ty .  And then there 's  a t r iangle of  Santa

Bdrbara and san Francisco der  oro of f  to  the west  out  o f

Parra l - .  So the three camps make a t r iangle.

A n d  F l r a r r  i r r a r a  a l  I  n ' . , n a r l  1 r . '  d i  f  f o r o n t -  n n m p S n i g g ?u r !  ! u !  g a t u  v v l t t l

wel l ,  two of  them were AS&R and then the san Francisco del  oro

was/  or ig ina l ly ,  a  South Afr ican-owned company.  Eventual ly ,

you know, the Mexicanization program came into Mexico and they

had to seI1 to the Mexican government. t .he control_Iing

interests .  Eventual ly ,  the Mexican governmenL bought .  t .he

who l -e  con t ro l l i ng  i n te res t .  We1 l ,  t ha t  i s ,  i t  wasn , t  t he

government .  f t  was Mexican-owned.  I t  was bought  by a bank,

bu t  i t  had  to  be  Mex ican -owned .  I t  cou ldn ' t  be  fo re iqn -

owned .  .  . t he  con t ro l l i ng  power .

And so those were the three mi-nes t .here.  ours was real - ly

B :

H :
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the  la rges t  co lony  o f  peop le ,  bu t  they  were  a l l  run  the  same

way.  They  each had a  s ing le - room schoo lhouse and we a l l

ce lebra ted  the  Four th  o f  Ju ly  and t .he  Dtez  de  Se is  de

Sept iembre  fo r  the  Mex icans .

As  the  k ids  go t  o lder  and were  ab l -e  to  d r ive  they 'd  d r ive

back and forth and spend a weekend with each other and made

f r i e n d s .  T h a t ' s  h o w  t h i s  y o u n g e s t  s o n  o f  m i n e  a n d  h i s  w i f e

met because Kay Byrd would have them come over.  He could

s p e n d  t h e  n i g h t  a l o n g  w i t h  a  c o u p l e  o f  o t h e r  f r i e n d s .  S h e ' d

have a  housefu l  on  the  weekend and then they 'd  a l l  come over

and I 'd  have a  housefu l  the  nex t  weekend,  so  t .hose k ids  knew

each o ther  be fore  they  were  ever  in  h igh  schoo l -  up  here ,  much

L e s s  i n  c o l l e g e .

B : Le t ' s  back  up  a  l i t t l - e  b i t .  t o  Pa r ra l - .

min ing camp that  you l ived in  in  Mexico,

WeI I ,  f lo .  I  never  l ived in  the Parra l

That  was t .he f i rs t

co r rec t?

one.  I  l - ived in  the

San  F ranc i sco  de l  Oro .

What  d id  you th ink when you arr ived there? I 'm sure the

Ler ra in  was  so  d i f f e renL .

Oh,  i t  was  a  t raumat ic  change fo r  me.  I t  rea l l y  was  because

I  had l - i ved  in  damp,  lush  c l - imates  and in  the  Co lorado Rock ies

a n d  I  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  i n  a  d e s e r t .  I  j u s t  t h o u g h t ,  " B o y ,  t h i s

is  the  end o f  the  wor ld .  "  f  a r r i ved  here  in  E ]  Paso w i th

these l i t t le  ch i ld ren  and had to  ge t  th is  passpor t  a l l  f i xed

up and a I1  o f  th is .  I  was  here  fo r  four  days  when they  had

one of the worst.  consecut ive wind storms that they have ever



B

H

h a d .

What  a  we l -come.

What  a  we lcome.  Rea l1y ,  I  was  jus t  ready  to  tu rn  a round and

go back  to  Co lorado.  I  thought ,  "Rea11y,  th is  has  go t  to  be

t h e  m o s t  a w f u l  p l a c e  I r v e  e v e r  s e e n  i n  m y  1 i f e . "  F i n a l l y  t h e

wind  qu i t .  I  cou l -dn ' t  l -eave un t i l_  i t  d id  qu i t  because the

sand dunes be tween here  and ch ihuahua a t  tha t  t ime d idn ' t  have

any growth on them at a1l- .  And this company agent who was

h e l p i n g  m e  w i t h  a l - l  o f  t h e  p a s s p o r t  w o r k  s a i d ,  " I  c a n ' t  l _ e t

you ge t  ou t  on  tha t  h ighway a lone w i th  these ch i ld ren  in  th is

sand s to rm.  You have no  idea what  those sand dunes are  l i ke .

f t ' s  j u s t  r i k e  a  b l i z z a r d  i n  N o r t h  D a k o t a ,  s o  y o u  h a v e  t o  s c a y

h e r e  u n t i l -  i t  s t o p s  b 1 o w i n g . "

Where did you stay in EI Paso? Do you remember?

r t  was  a  l i t t le  p lace .  Do you remember  the  caba l - le ro  tha t  was

out  on  Montana ou t  by  the  a i rpor t?  I  th ink  tha t ' s  where  I

s t a y e d .

\ / a c r r r e ' l  r r  T r r r e  h c e r r l  n e n n l  a  q n a : l r  n f  i  r -s  y u v y r e  D P u q r \  v !  ! u .

Y e a h ,  i t  i s n ' t  t h e r e  a n y m o r e .  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s  c a l l e d  t h e

Caba l l -e ro .  I 'm no t  even sure ,  e i ther .  My fa t .her  came down

with me because he thought r  had to have somebody stay with

these k ids  in  the  mote l  wh i l -e  f  was  go ing  back  and fo r th  to

JuS. rez  to  the  consu l -a te .  so  he  was locked in to  th is  mote l -

w i th  them in  th is  sands t .o rm (chuck les)  and he  was beg inn ing  to

wonder  whether  I  shou ld  go  any  fa r t .her  south ,  too .  So i t

w a s n r t  a  v e r y  h a p p y  b e g i n n i n g .

B

H

B

H

35



when r  got  down there r  thought ,  "oh,  gosh.  you know,

reaI ]y ,  T rea l1y miss Honduras,  r '  or  ' f  woul -d be back in

colorado.  "  But  we had a n icer ,  larger  house t .han we had had

in Honduras.  A11 the homes were n icer  and larger .  And the

chi l -dren were o lder ,  so i t  was n ice for  them to be abl_e to

have more of  a  larger  soc i -a l -  contact  wi th  these other

colonies,  these other  min ing camps,  and the ch i ldren over

t he re .

we real ly  d id  f ind that  we real ly  en joyed having a mi l_d

winter  because Parra l ,  rea l Iy ,  and san Francisco del  oro

probably  have the most  ideal -  c l - imate in  th is  wor ]d.  r t  never

ge ts  excess i ve ry  ho t . .  And ,  s t i l l ,  w€  had  snow a t  ch r i s tmas ,

oh,  two or  t .hree t imes.  Not  every year ,  but  once in  a whi re

we would get  just  enough snow so that  t .hey had a snow srorm.

And,  of  course,  that  was just  marvelous.  The f i rs t .  chr is t .mas

we were there j - t  snowed and,  of  course,  the k ids thought .  we'd.

have  snow eve ry  ch r i s tmas .  wer I ,  w€  d idn ' t ,  bu t  once  r -n  a

whi l -e  we woul -d have a snowstorm there because i_ t 's  just  h igh

enough that  i t  would cat .ch the snow.

D id  the  co lony  where  you  l i ved . . . d id  i t  have  a  name?

rt  was ca l led san Antonio,  the san Antoni_o co lony.  There was

the san Antonio and the san Luj-s. That. was somethj_ng that we

didn ' t  have in  Honduras.  ours was an a l l ,  what  you woul_d

cal l ,  fore ign min ing populat ion,  but  by the t ime we gor  to

Mexico to  san Francisco del -  oro they had two camps:  one for

the Mexican populat ion and one for  the fore ign populat ion.
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The san Luis camp had i ts own schoo] and then we had our own

s c h o o l .

Was the i r  any  in te rac t . ion  be tween those two co lon ies?

on ly  on  the  s ix teenth  o f  sep tember .  They  a lways  had a  b ig

ce lebra t ion ,  b ig  par ty ,  and they  a lways  inv i ted  us  a l_ l  to  go

over  to  i t  and  we wou ld  go .  But  there  wasn ' t  too  much

in t .e rac t ion .  rn  t .he  f i rs t  p1ace,  they  were  busy  do ing  the i r

thing and we were sort  of  busy doing our thing, you know. And

l ike  in  Honduras  the  houses  were  a l l  bu i r t  on  sor t  o f  the  same

house p lan .  There  was a  la rge  c ]ub  w i th  a  d in ing  room and the

same th ing  tha t  there  had been in  Honduras :  the  schoo l ,  a

bowl ing  a l ley ,  a  tenn j -s  cour t ,  and a  swimming poo l .  A l l  newer

and more modern that what we had had in Honduras.

Who ran the club?

wel l - ,  the  c l -ub  members .  L ike  t .hey  d id  in  Honduras .  They  had

an e l -ec t ion .  A11 the  members  met ,  in  , fanuary  and they 'd  p ick

t h e i r  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  A  s o c i a l  c h a i r m a n  w o u l _ d

p l a n  t h e  p i c n i c s  a n d  t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  T h e r e  w e r e  a  f e w

s ing le  men/  no t  too  many/  a t  the  Mex ican r -emn whcn we go t

there .  But  the  th ing  tha t  was  hardes t  fo r  me to  ge t  used to

was having to go int .o parral- ,  which was a harf  hour dr j_ve in,

to do al l -  of  my grocery shopping.

Why did you have to go to parraf?

Because there  was no  commissarv .

O h ,  t h a t  w a s  a  b i g  d i f f e r e n c e .

That .  was  a  huge d i f fe rence because we were  used to  jus t  go ing
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up to th is  commissary,  which was wi th in  walk ing d is t .ance of

the house, twice a week and get.t ing whatever we wanted and

then we'd wark down to th is  l i t t . re  market  on saturday mornings

and  tha t ' s  where  we 'd  buy  ou r  f resh  th ings :  t oma toes  and

oranges and that .  Now r  had to  dr ive as far  as parrar  to  get

any th ing ,  buL  I  kep t .  t h ink ing  o f  t he  p lus  s ides  because  tha t ' s

what  you had to do.  we had a n ice,  comfor tab le house and we

had a good teacher  and a good doctor  and for  the f i rs t  t ime we

could dr ink water  out  o f  a  tap.  The camp had ics own

pur i f icat ion system. Now, we never  drank water  in  parra l ,  but

we could dr ink water  out  o f  our  tap.  And we had pasteur ized

mi l -k .  The accountant ,  Dick Watk ins,  who was-  you may have

heard  o f  h im  he re  i n  E l  Paso -  he  was  head  o f  t he  she r i f f ' s

posse  he re  fo r  qu i t . e  a  wh i l e .  He  had  a  da i r y  down  the re .  He

was f rom Texas or ig ina l ly .  He was the ch ief  accountant  a t  the

AS&R camp in sant.a Bdrbara and on the side he put in this

dai ry .  He had the pasteur izat . ion,  t .he whole th ing,  down to a

f ine sc ience and he had i t  de l - ivered over  to  our  camp.  Every

day  we  go t  f resh  m i l k .  . o r  tw i ce  a  week .  r  f o rge t  how o f ten

it came. About every other day, maybe. That was a real bonus

because we had been beating up t.his powdered milk forever down

in  Honduras  and  the  k ids  d idn ' t  l i ke  m i I k .  r t .  was  j us t .  one

more chore.  And then another  th ing that  was a bonus,  too.  .we

d idn ' t  have  to  make  ou r  own  b read .  f t . ' s  t he  f i r s t .  t ime  f  ' d

been any p lace where I  could buy bread (chuckles)  that  I

d idn ' t .  have to  make mysel - f  .

J 6
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W h a t  a  n o v e l t y !  B r e a d  i n  a  l o a f .

(chuck les)  And everybody compla ined about  th is  te r r ib le  B imbo

b r e a d .

There '  s  s t i l - l  B imbo .

I  sa id ,  "Boy ,  don ' t  comp la in  abou t  i t .  you  don r t  know wha t

i t 's  l - ike not  to  have to  make your  own bread because r  made

bread three t imes a week i-n Honduras if  r was going to have

any bread in the house. " That meant hamburger buns or wiener

buns or  anyth ing,  p lus the cakes and the p ies and everyth ing

e lse .  we l l ,  a t  reas t  when  r  go t  t o  Mex ico  r  d idn ' t  have  to

make my own bread.  And,  of  course,  the produce was so much

be t te r .  when  I ' d  go  i n to  pa r ra l  we  had  a  much  la rge r

serect ion.  we arways had n ice potatoes and onions and

caLabazi tas and good oranges.  we had a l -o t  more f resh produce

to choose from than we ever had in Honduras.

So ,  l - i t t l e  by  l i t t 1e ,  f  go t  used  t o  i t .  I t  was  a

p leasu re  to  ga rden  a t  t he  m ine ,  t oo ,  because  the  wea the r  was

dry enough that  armost  anyth ing wou]d grow werr  and we had

enough water  most  of  the t ime that  when i t  was real ly  dry  and

warm we could water  th ings.  we had a grass lawn for  the f i rs t

t ime in  our  l ives.  You know, we never  had that  much yard in

Honduras because i t  was too s teep.  we had a l -o t .  o f  f lagsrones

and  s tu f f  l i ke  tha t ,  bu t  we  d idn ' t  r ea I l y  have  g rass .  The

only  grass that  we had in  Honduras was down at  the crub house.

I t  was on the only  large f  l -a t  spot  on that .  mounta in.

So you d idn ' t  have many h i l ls  Lo c l imb?

R .
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H : once we got  to  Mexico we d idn ' t  do any more c l imbing h i r ls ,

but r did do an awful l-ot of driving al l  of a sudden.

( chuck res )  r  wasn ' t  used  t o  i t .  r  f e l t  l i ke  r  had  t o  l ea rn

t .o  dr ive a l - l -  over  again because r  hadn' t  dr iven in  Honduras ac

all- and now, al l  of a sudden, r was where f was going to have

to  d r i ve  aga in .  So  i t  t ook  me  e  r -o r rn lo . ' , f  days  to  fee l  rea l l y

comf or tab le in  a car  again.

Bu t  we  had  a  go l f  cou rse  the re ,  t oo ,  wh ich  we  d idn ' t  have

in Honduras.  Af ter  the f i rs t  few years that .  r  was there

somebody got hold of a man in Torre6n, a golf pro, and he

wou]d come up and spend two days in san Francisco del_ oro and

g ive  go l f  l essons .

And what  would ent ice h im t .o  go to  san Francisco der  oro?

we l l ,  money .  we  pa id  h im  fo r  ou r  l essons .  The  men  took

l -essons and then the women.  we had a group of  women- at  one

t ime there were about  ten of  us-  that  took l_essons f rom him

tw ice  a  week .  And  r  rea l l y  l i ked  go l f  .  r  r ea l1y  cou l_d  ge t

hooked on gor f  .  r  just  loved i t ,  so we p layed a l_ot  o f  go l f  .

The weather  was n ice enough to be able to  do t .hat .  we p layed

a 1ot  o f  goI f .  And t .he weather  was n icer  for  swimming there,

t.oo. A11 the kids learned to swim when they were very young

because the pool  was open ear ly  and c losed in  october .

And being abre just  to  go f rom the mi-ne in to parra l_ was

a  l - i t t l e  b i t  o f  .  .  . T h e r e  w e r e  a  c o u p l e  o f  l i t t l e

restaurants in  there and somet imes on a saturday af ternoon

when , fack wourd get  o f  f  work we'd road the k ids a l l  up and
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we I  d  a l l  go in to Parra l .  I 'd  do my grocery shopping then

insLead of  dr iv ing in  in  the morning and then we'd go and have

some food  a t  t h i s  l i t t 1e  res tau ran t .  r t  was  a t tached  to  a

mote l - .  And i t  was a lways pret ty  good.  r t  was Mexican food

that  was a lways good and i t  was a change.  And they f  e l - t  ] ike

they  had  been  o f f  on  a  l i t t l e  t r i p .

Did you get  your  ha i r  done in  parra l?

No,  but  there was a beauty par lor .  And,  eventual ty ,  there was

a g i r l  who opened up a beauty par lor  in  the v i l lage of  san

Francisco del -  oro.  The v i l lage where the workmen l ived was

wi th in  walk ing d is tance of  the camp where we were.  There was

a t iny,  r i t t le  vegetable s tand down there that  you could run

down to in  a p inch and p ick up a couple of  oranges or  on ions

or  someth ing or  a  loaf  o f  bread.  This  g i r l  opened up a l i t t le

beaut.y parlor down there, so t.hat. when we ,d have these

vis i t ing d ign i tar ies come over  and be at  the mine for  four  or

f ive days.  when there was going to  be a b ig dance Saturday

night  |d  have to  go down and f ind Aurora and ask her  i f  she

wou ld  m ind .  T rd  p i ck  he r  up  and  l d  b r i ng  he r  up  to  my  house

and  we 'd  hook  up .  we 'd  ge t  eve rybody ' s  ha i r  d rye rs  and  ge t

these womens'  ha i r  a l - l  done for  them and the i r  na i ls  and the

whore  b i t ,  so  i t  was  a  l - i t t l e  more  c i v i r i zed  than  i t .  was  i n

Honduras.

How d id  you keep up  w i th  the  la tes t  fash ions?

fash ion  maqaz ines?

Did you have

oh,  yeah,  r  subscr ibed.  when we f i rs t  went  to  Mexico,  before
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the Mexicanizat ion came in  and the communist ic  in f luence h i t

Mexico,  the mai l  was so much bet ter .  r  subscr ibed to  the

sunday Denwer Post and ld pass iL. around and then somebody

el-se woul-d subscribe to the Los Angeres sunday paper. And

then r  took McCa77's ,  T ime magazine and,  oh,  , fack would take

the Nat ional -  Geographic  or  someth ing l ike that ,  but  each of  us

woul -d order  a d i f  f  erent  magraz ine and then we'd pass them

around.  They d idn ' t  have as extensive a l_ ibrary as we had in

Honduras, so the women alI got together and we formed a book

c1ub .  we 'd  mee t  once  a  mon th  and  we 'd ,  read  the  d i f f e ren t

art j-cles in Time magazine or in the newspapers or wherever and

we'd vote on which books we were going t .o  order .  And we'd

order  the books and they 'd come through the mai l .  we could do

a l l  o f  t ha t  eas i l y ,  bu t  a t  t he  end ,  t he  l as t  f ew  vea rs  f  was

there,  r  dropped my subscr ip t ion to  the post  because i t  never

got  to  me and the magazines no ronger  came through.  so we

were real ly  qu i te  cut  o f f  f rom al l  the new th inqs that  we were

in te res ted  i n .  We  fe l t  more  i so l_a ted .

Do you th ink that .  i t  was s t i l l  a  man's  wor ld  t .here?

Oh,  i t  was there,  yes.  (phone r ings,  tap ing s topped and

s ta r ted  aga in )  I  say  i t .  was  rea l l y  a  man ,s  wor ld  because

everyth ing that  you d id revorved around h is  job.  He was the

only  one who had a job,  a l though they wourdn ' t  have made i t

wit.hout the women doing what they were doing. There was the

teacher  and there were three nurses at .  the hospi_taI .

Eventual ly ,  they d id have some women secretar ies,  but .  t .hac was
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jus t  in  the last  f ive years that  I  was done there.  Up unt i l

t .hen a l - l -  t .he secretar ies were men/  too.

Tha t ' s  i n t e res t i ng .

The genera l  manager  and the ass is tant .  both had secretar ies.

And there was a secretary up at  the mine,  but  they were ar l

men .

And most  of  the managers,  were they marr ied?

Yes.  And you th ink,  weI I ,  what  d id  women do wi th  themselves?

wel l - ,  there s t i l l  was so much that  you had t .o  do just  t .o  keep

a house golng.  r  had a Maytag wr inger  washing machine and r

was one of  t .he lucky ones that  had that .  A lo t  o f  people were

st i l l -  do ing the i r  laundry by hand.  This  was in  1953 when we

f i rs t  went  there.  As t ime went  on people began to get

automat ic  washing machines,  but  nobody ever  had d ishwashers.

And,  of  course,  we thought  i t  was just .  wonder fur  that  we had

a  re f r i ge ra to r  i ns tead  o f  i ceboxes ,  so  i t  was  a  b ig  j ump :

el-ectr ic irons and the whole shebang. we even bought a

f reezer  in  Parra l  and I  thought  t .hat  was just  great .

Did you have as much herp in  the house as you d id in  Honduras?

No.  r  found the peopl -e harder  to  t ra in .  Now, r  a lways found

that  r  had bet ter  l -uck i f  r  d id  more of  the work mysel f  and

only  had one g i r l  because the minut .e  you get  two g i r ls

together you run into a thieving problem because one can blame

the other. You have no way of knowing or Lhey get along so

we l - l  t ha t  t hey 'd  spend  a l l  t he i r  t ime  v i s i t i ng  i ns tead  o f

working or they would f ight over who was going to do what kind
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of  work.  And,  to  f l€ ,  i t  just  made l - i fe  too compl icated and

t .hey just  d idn ' t  do that  good work anyway,  so r  a lways t r ied

to get  by wi t .h  just  one g i r l  and r  wouLd do a l l  the washing.

Fo r  i ns tance ,  I ' d  do  a l l  o f  t he  l i nens ,  t he  towe ls ,  t he

sheets,  and a l l  o f  that  one day.  The next  morn ing r  woul -d do

al l  o f  the c l -o thes f  or  t .he week.  r  woul -d have a second q i r l_

come in  just  on sunday and whi le  we were p icn ick ing or  do ing

someth ing  e1se ,  usua l - l - y  w i th  the  k ids ,  she  i roned .  Tha t ' s  a l l

r  wourd have th is  weekend g i r r  for ;  to  i ron and to  babysi t ,

maybe,  saturday n ight .  Usual ly  there was some k ind of  a

social function saturday night. somebody was having somebody

in for  d inner  or  we'd be inv i ted to  somet .h ing at  one of  the

other  min ing camps or  we'd be having people in  or  someth ing.

But r always l-et my main gir l  have the weekend off because

that seemed to be the most important thing to her, was t.o have

saturday af ternoon and sunday of f .  r  taught  them how to do

th ings,  but  r  wourd do most  of  the cooking and r  woul_d have

them do the cleaning up. r found that. that way r knew how

much r  was us ing of  everyt .h ing in  the f i rs t  p lace and r  never

had any t rouble wi th  th iev ing and steal ing.  r  never  lost

anyth ing.  r  never  had anyth ing s to len that  was va luabre.  A

lot  o f  people had a l -o t .  o f  t rouble wi th  that .  And,  of  course,

there again r  was used to being around help r ike that  and r

coul -d t .a lk  to  them so much bet t .er  than a lo t  o f  people could.

when they wourd come in  r  woul -d s i t  down and r  wourd tark  to

them for  a  long t ime and teI l  them exact ly  what  r  expected and
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what they could expect. from me. r always made my children

respect  them and be as pol i te  to  them as they were to  me and

r  never  had any t roubl -e wi th  them. r f  you haven' t  had that

exper ience,  i f  you don ' t  know how Lo do that .  and you can ' t

speak to  them i t 's  awfu l ly  hard to  t ra in  somebody when you

canr t  exp la in  to  them why  i t ' s  impor tan t  t o  you .

were there any inc idences of  cr ime or  anyth ing l ike that  that

happened in the camp?

No.  No,  there was never  any.  We had a gate.  you had to go

through a guard gate to  get  in to the co lony,  so there were

people up there checking who went  in  and out ,  but  we never  had

any inc idence of  v io l_ence of  any k ind.

Did you know of  any prost . i tu t ion or  any other  v ices?

No ,  no t  i n  t he  co lon ies .  The re  may  have  been  in  the  v j r rac re

but  r  never  knew of  any of  that .  our  ch i ldren were verv

protected f rom al l  that .  sor t  o f  th ing.  They were rear ly  very

naive when they came up here.  And,  r  mean,  EI  paso was real l_y

a n ice,  smaI I ,  l - i t t l -e  town when r  moved up here wi th  the k ids

in lag l  64.  coronado High school  had just  been bui r t .  My

second  son  g radua ted  i n  the i r  f i r s t  g radua t . i ng  c lass .  Tha t , s

how d i f f e ren t  i t  was  then .

WeI l ,  why d id you move to El  paso?

Because our  school -  there only  went  through the e ighth grade.

And then what to do? when you l ive in a foreign country r ike

that  your  ch i ldren-  and r  knew th is  f rom my own exper ience-

jus t  g row up  fee l i ng  l i ke  they ' re  bo th ,  bu t  you ' re  ne i the r

B

H



one.  And,  r  th ink,  |ou have to  reach a point  where you

ident i fy  wi th  someth ing.  And sending them to schoor  in  parra l_

it would al l- have been done in spanish. The whol_e curriculum,

the whole th ing,  would have been spanish.  A11 of  the i r

f r iends would have been spanish.  r t  was an a l_1 Mexican

atmosphere.  r  just  th ink that  there is  a  t ime when a ch i rd

has to  learn to  become an Amer ican because by then there was

no future for  an Amer ican in  Mexico as far  as them going on.

say we sent  them to Mexico Ci ty  or  to  Guadala jara or  one of

the larger  p laces to  school .  what  were they going to  do as

Amer icans down there? The business cr imate is  not  that  good

for an American in Mexico now, so we want.ed them to make the

break and become adjusted and become Amer ican c i t izens one

hundred percent .  They s t i l l  love Mexico;  they go back t .here

on t r ips,  t .hey love the music ,  and they love the food.  A] r  we

did over  New Year 's-  r  had four  generat ions of  k ids and

grandchi rdren and great-grandchi rdren here-  a l_ l  we are was

Mexican food.  Every s ing le one of  them has sa id that  hard as

it was to make the break and come up here permanently they

were  ready  fo r  i t .

How did you prepare them for t.hat. break?

we1l ,  you see,  we came up every summer.  r  used to  br ing them

up and we'd spend two or  three weeks wi th  my parent .s  in

col-orado. My dad took the boys on f ishing t.r ips and r sent

them out  to  YMCA camp a couple of  t imes,  so they l_ iked i t .

They a lways fe l t  comfor tab l -e being up here,  but  to  rea l l_y sor t



H :

of  begin to  ident i fy  wi th  a country  and i ts  customs and not

have a b ig cu l ture shock does take a whi l -e .  To go f rom a one-

room schoolhouse r ike that  to  a publ ic  h igh schoor  is  qu i te  a

j r rmp,  buL i t  d idnrL seem t .o  bot .her  t .hem. And I 'm not  the only

one  who  was  l i ke  tha t .  A1 l  t hese  o the r  f r i ends  o f  t he i r ' s  who

graduated f rom that .  l i t t Ie  o ld  schoofhouse.  r .hew a l l  r rame up

here and they were a l l  good students.

so you th ink the qual i ty  o f  educat ion in  a one-room

school -house is .  .  .

They had such a wonder fu l  bas ic  educat ion.  And because we

didn ' t  have te lev is ion they were cued in to readinq l_ ike

e h i  I  d r e n  r r n  h g ; g  - i  
t f  S l -  A f e n r + -  l - n  f  l ' . i  -  ' ' 1 ^ , ,  1 - h o r r  - r a r , ,  re r r r f  s l s r r  u y  r r e l u  J  u D L  q l e r r  L  L U  L r l - L D  q c t y .  

J - * "  u p  w i t h

books.  And on Fr iday n ights  the c lub arways had a movie.

werr ,  w€ made a b ig occasion of  that . .  Everybody had to get

dressed up and go to the movie at. t .he crub Friday night. And

they went  to  a l l  the movies.  There was no rest r ic ted or  not

rest r ic ted or  anyth ing.  r f  i t  was a movie they went  t .o  the

movies.  we a l l  went  toget .her .  And,  once in  a whi Ie ,  we 'd  go

to a movie in Parral on a sunday afternoon if  there was

someth ing specia l  for  k ids or ,  but  that  was a l l  the

enter ta inment  they had.  The rest .  o f  t .he enter ta inmenr was

just .  amongst  themselves.  And,  of  course,  they had a lo t .  o f

f reedom because you didn' t  have to worry about t.hem get.t ing

run over .  They a l l  had b icyc les that  they coul -d r ide and they

had a swimming pool .  we had rest r ic t ions on the pool .  They

had to be wi th  an adul t .  a t  the pool  unt i l -  they were s ix teen.
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r  <anca  F l ra f  women  and  ch i l d ren  were  a  c i v i l _ i z i nq  i n f l uence

upon  the  camps  because  i f  you  weren ' t  t he re . . .

oh,  yeah.  A11 of  these p icn ics and th ings had to  be p lanned.

Wel I ,  who d id them? The women d id that .  The men d idn ' t  do

that  because min ing people work long hours and they don ' t .  get

home f or lunch. ,Jack would ]eave the house in the morninq and

he  d idn ' t  ge t  home un t i r  f ou r  t h i r t y ,  f i ve  o ' c rock ,  wh ich

sounds ear ly ,  but  when you get  up at  f ive o 'c lock in  the

morn ing  to  go  t . o  work  and  you rve  worked  a l_ l_  day . . .  They 'd

have  ha l f  an  hou r  o f f  f o r  ] unch  up  the re .  we 'd  send  the  l unch

up  to  them.  Tha t  was  a  n i ce  b reak ,  t oo ,  by  mov ing  f rom

Honduras to Mexico because they had to t.ake cold sandwiches in

Honduras and here they sent a truck down. And r had to have

his  lunch ready to  send up to  h im by r -1:30 so that  they would

have i t  a t  twelve o 'crock.  They 'd have har f  an hour  for  lunch

and then they 'd be back l l l l6Jorr r rnrrnr l

What  was  h i s  pos i t i on?

wel l ,  he s tar ted out  as the mine super i -n tendent  and then there

was a mine someth ing or  o ther  they ca l - l -ed the next  s tep and

then he was the assistant manager and then he was t,he manager.

And ,  o f  cou rse ,  he  wasnr t  i n  t he  m ine  a l - l  t he  t ime .  Bv  then

he  was  i n  an  o f f i ce  and  he .  .  .

End of Tape Two

Side A
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H :
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Beginning of Tape Two

Side B

( te lephone r ings,  tap ing s topped and star ted again)  Once Mr.

Humphreys became manager  of  the mine there,  how d id i t  a f fect

you? And what  was expected of  you as a mine manager 's  wi fe?

WeI l ,  everybody,  I  th ink,  has to  sor t  o f  approach i t  in  the i r

own way. when we were in Nicaragua for a very short t ime we

l ived under  a manager  and a manager 's  wi fe  who ran everybody 's

l i f e .  r  mean ,  i f  t hey  sa id ,  "we ' | re  go ing  to  have  badmin ton  a t

twefve o 'c l -ock on sunday,"  they expected everybody to  be

the re .

How did you fee l  about  that?

r  t hough t . ,  "Tha t ' s  t he  c raz ies t  t h i ng  I ' ve  seen . '  r  r esen ted

it because r had never l ived anyplace where anybody was l ike

that .  My fa ther  was a genera l  manger  and he never  acted l ike

that and my mother never did either. They always thought you

should le t  people l ive the i r  l ives t .he way they wanted to .

You can show some leadership in  t imes of  need,  buL r  a lways

fe l - t  that  the best  th ing that  a  manager  and a manager 's  wi fe

c o u ] d  d o  w a s  - l o f  n a n n r a  r r n  4 s  t h e y  p l e a s e d  a n d  j u s t  t o  s e t  a

good example .

You would have to be in charge i f  there was a large

d i n n e r .  w e  h a d  a  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r  w a t c h  p a r t y ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,

for al l  the employees who had been with the company for

t .wenty - f i ve  years .  They  a l l  were  ment ioned and then there

B :

H :



might .  be new one,  two,  or  three,  inductees.  we never  knew how

many.  There was a l -ways one or  two,  but  th is  was a jo inc camp.

You were ask ing i f  we d id anyth ing wi th  the other  camp.  we1l ,

we  d idn ' t  do  a  l o t ,  bu t  t h i s  twen ty - f i ve  wa tch  pa r t y  was  fo r

everybodv who had worked for the company from the lowest

laborer  to  the manager .  when they had been there for  cwenty-

f ive years they got  a  gold watch,  so i t  was the b iggest  do

that  there is .  And that .  a lways took a lo t  o f  p lannj_ng because

people would come up: the owners of the company- they had men

from south Afr ica-  o f f ic ia ls  came f rom the London and Mexico

c i t y  o f f i ces .  The re  m igh t .  be  f i ve  o r  s i x  gues ts ,  coup les ,

that  would arr ive.  you 'd have to  p lan and schedul_e whac rooms

they were going to have and see that the rooms were neat and

i f  t hey  wan ted ,  l i ke  you  sa id ,  t he i r  ha i r  done  we 'd  make  su re

that  the hai rdresser  was going to  be able to  come and p lan to

take them into parra l  for  l -unch and g ive them a cook 's  Tour  of

the mine.  You had to p lan th ings l ike that  and do th ings for

them, buL except  for  specia l  occasions l ike t .hat  r  a lways fe l t

t ha t .  .  .

we used to have a New yearrs  Eve par ty  before the dance

at  the c lub just  to  get  everybody together .  we'd inv i te

everybody in  the co lony to  that ,  but  o therwise r  just  re t

peop le  do  as  they  p leased .  r  d idn ' t  o rgan ize ,  f o r  i nscance ,

that every Tuesday somebody shourd get together and play cards

or that on Thursday afternoons everybody should just have

lunch together  or  someth ing l ike that  because by then our  camp



B :

H :

was in tegra ted  enough tha t  a  lo t  o f  peop l -e  d idn ' t  have coo

much in  common wi th  each o ther .

What do you mean by integrated?

w e 1 l ,  w €  h a d  m o r e  M e x i c a n  c o u p l e s .  w e  w e r e n ' t  a s  c o m p r e t e l _ y

E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g .  T o  m e ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  L h e

o ld  camps and what  t .hey  became a f te r  Mex ican iza t ion  was the

language bar r ie r  because the  Mex ican g i r l s  d idn ' t  speak

Eng l ish ,  e i ther .  Now,  over  there  the  Amer ican and Engr ish ,  o r

whatever  they  migh t  be ,  g i r l s  in  our  camp had learned span ish ,

bu t  most  o f  the  Mex ican g i r rs  had no t  learned Eng l ish  and i t

was  hard  to  ge t  them to  en joy  each o ther  soc ia l l y  a round a

card  tab le  o r  a t  a  luncheon or  a t  someth ing  ] i ke  tha t .  The

b o o k  c I u b ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  f e l r  a p a r t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e n ' t

read ing  the  same books  and weren, t  in te res ted  in  read inq  the

books  tha t  we a l1  had read be fore .

Wel l - ,  can you expla in to  me

Mexicanizat ion?

about the  p rocess o f

weIl, what i t  meant was that everybody who- in our camp,

anyway.  r  don ' t  know how i t  worked wi th  ASARco,  but  a  10t  o f

our  employees who were Amer icans d idn ' t  see any fu t .ure for

themsel-ves because the idea behind i t  was that  the contro l_  of

the company and the inf luence was supposed to revert back t.o

the Mexican popu]at ion.  so everybody who wourd be h i red f rom

there on woufd be a Mexican,  would not  be a fore igner .

fn  the manager ia l  pos i t ions?

Yeah,  in  the manager ia l  pos i - t ions.  And we had an exodus.
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J a c k  l o s t  a l l  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  m i n e r s .  T h e r e  w a s  a  C a n a d i a n ,

J o e  L a s k o f f  t ? 1  .  T h e r e  w a s  V i n c e  B e J _ u g i  [ ? ] ,  w h o  w a s

Amerj-can. The head engineer- what was hj_s name- Norman, and

severa l  o f  them s tar ted  look ing  fo r  jobs  up  here .  They  found

jobs  up  here  and they  1e f t ,  so  those jobs  were  a l_ l  f i1 led  by

a Mexi-can man from either some other mining company or a

graduate  f rom one o f  the i r  m in ing  schoo ls .  And,  s1ow1y bu t

s u r e l y ,  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s  1 e f t .

S o  w e r e  t h e y  a s k e d  t o  l e a v e  o r  t h e y  j u s t .  .  .

N o ,  m o s t  o f  t h e m  j u s t  l e f t  o n  t h e i r  o w n .  T h e y  w o u l - d n ' t  h a v e

h a d  t o .  r  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h y  a  I o t  o f  t h e m  d i d ,  b u t .  t h e y  d i d .

Par t  o f  i t .  was  jus t  a  psycho log ica l  th ing .  They  cou l_d  have

q f  : r r a d  n h  T h e  m a n  w h o  w a s  , J a c k t s  a s s i s t a n r .  T r . r m  s r . ,u u q l L u  v r r .  l - r r e  I n a r l  w n o  w a s  J a c K ' s  a s s r -  ,  r v , , ,  u v o w  [ ? ]  ,

stayed on unt i l -  he was ready to  ret i re .  And he came to work

for  . fack f rom the Fresni l - lo  Min ing company.  These people

d idn ' t  have  to  l eave ,  bu t ,  t he re  seemed  to  be  j us t  an  exodus .

Mexico d id change radica l l -y  then.  They real ly  d id .

Who was pres ident  o f  Mexico then?

lGus tavo )  O iaz  Ordaz  was  h rs  name.

so a l l  o f  these changes were af fected under  Diaz ord.az?

This  Mexi -canizat ion program star ted wi th  Diaz ord.az.  And the

man who was owner of the bank that boughc our company never

in ter fered at  a I l .  He was del ighted to  have ,Jack be the

manager .  He admi t t .ed that  he d idn ' t  know anyth ing about

mining and he wanted a good miner running his mining company.

And what was his name? Do you remember?

B :
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Manuel  Espinosa lg les ias.  He was a wonder fu l  man for  , fack to

work wi th .  He never  had any problems,  but  i t  wasn ' t  l ike that

in  some of  the other  mines.  People d id fee l  that  they were

not  encouraged to s tay.  They were not  go ing t .o  get  ra ises.

They  j us t  l e f t .

Do you th ink the Mexican nat ionals  that  came in  to  f i l l  those

pos i t i ons  were  j us t  as  qua l i f i ed  o r  be t te r  o r  worse?

WeI l ,  t hey  weren ' t  as  qua l i f i ed  and  tha t  wasn ' t  t he i r  f au l t .

I t 's  just  that  that  was the leveI  o f  educat ion that  they had

got ten.  The t .h ing is  i t  happened too f  ast  .

There was no rumbl ing.  I t  just  happened:  r rBoom!r l

No,  because the man who went  in  as ,Jack '  s  mine

super in tendent  af ter  th is  Harry  Bars (?)  le f t  had worked

for  the company.  I  th ink he had a l ready got ten h is

twen ty - f i ve  yea r  wa tch .  WeI I ,  he  had  1ea rned  as  much  as

anybody because he had worked with other people al-I these

years and he was cer ta in ly  as wel l  as qual i f ied as

anybody.  So i t 's  very hard to  say who was qual i f ied and

who wasn' t ,  but  the genera l  run of  the men who replaced

t .he ones who le f t  were not  o f  that  ca l iber .

Did i t  a f fect  mine product ion?

f t  a f f ec ted  t . he  camp l i f e  a  l o t .  I t  a f f ec t .ed  the  schoo l ,  f o r

i  n q f  : n n a  h a n : r r c o  t - l r o n  t -  h a r z  d i d n ,  t  S e e  a n w  n o . i  n t  .  T h e  f  i f S t,  v e v s s v v  y v r r r L .  r r l L

Mexicans who moved into t.he camp were happy t.o have their

ch i ldren cont inue in  th is  Amer ican-sty le  school  because they

saw t .he va lue of  the i r  ch i ldren learn ing Engl ish and they knew
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tha t  t heywere  go ing  t o  l ea rn  i t  i f  t heywen l  t o  Mrs .  A rau jo r s

school - .  And t .hey d id.  some of  those ch i l_dren today have

wonder fu l  j  obs now just  because they went  to  that  l i t . t l -e

school  and learned Engl ish so wer1.  And not  on ly  that ;  she

inst i l led the idea that  they shoul -d fur t .her  t .he i r  ed.ucat ion,

which wasnr t  necessar i ly  a  Mexican idea.  An awfu l_ l_ot  o f

Mexican people that we knew in parral who had inherited money

from generat ions back d idn ' t  put  any imporcance at  a I l -  on

educa t i ng  the i r  ch i l d ren .  o r  t hey 'd  send  them ou t  t o  the

states to  school  to  become a dent is t  and then they 'd go back

and they 'd put  them out  on the ranch ranching instead of

making them pract ice what  they had gone to schoor  Lo s tudy.

Sor t  o f  a  reverse career  dec is ion.

Exact ly !  ,Just  a  very d i f ferent  way of  th ink ing than you th ink

o f  an  Amer i can  app roach  to  I i f e .  r t  was  ve ry  d i f f e ren t .

so do you th ink the Mexicanizat ion was a dampener? Did i t

dampen soc ia l  l i fe  at  the min ing camp?

oh ,  yes .  r t  de f i n i t e l y  changed  l i f e  a t  t . he  m ines .  peop le

star ted t .o  go more the i r  own way and i t  was very hard to  get

people t .o  cooperate.  The women would b icker  amongst  each

other  and the men d idn ' t  cooperate e i t .her ;  Mexican men

socia l - ize d i f ferent ly  than Amer j -can men do.  f  'm not  say ing

tha t  i t ' s  be t t e r ,  o r  wo rse ,  o r  any th i ng .  f t ' s  j us t  d i f f e ren t .

f t ' s  a  d i f f e ren t  cu l t . u re .  I t  j u s t  r ea l l y  i s .

r  sense t .hat  there was a tear  in  the soc ia l  fabr ic  thac you

al l  had worked so hard to  make t iqht .



H : Oh,  abso lu te ly .  And they  were  much more  permiss ive  w i th  the i r

ch i ld ren ,  so  pre t ty  soon we were  hav ing  t roub le  down a t  the

swimming poo l  because there 'd  be  ch i ld ren  down a t  the  poo l

w i thout  somebody there  to  take  care  o f  them and they 'd  leave

s t u f f  l i t t e r e d  a r o u n d .  w e ' d  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a n d  a l l  s d Y ,  " L o o k ,

I e t ' s  t r y  a n d  t e l - I  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  d o  t h i s ,  t h a t ,  a n d  t h e

o t h e r . "  W e I l ,  s o m e  w o u l d  a n d  s o m e  w o u l d n ' t .  I t ' s  l i k e  t h e y

rea l ]y  weren ' t  qu i te  p repared fo r  the  change.  I t  happened too

c a l n n

By  then  you r  ch i l d ren  we re . . .

By then,  a I I  my ch i ldren were out  here.

oh,  okay.  And who were they l iv ing wi th  here in  El  Paso?

Well,  I  moved out and we bought this house and I would go back

and for th .  I  commuted back and for th .

Commut ing.

F ^ r  \ / F a  r s  .  w e a h  .l - '

Was tha t  d i f f i cu l t ?

Yeah ,  i t  was  ha rd ,  ve ry  ha rd ,  because  I ' d  j us t  ge t  i nvo ]ved  i n

something up here and then Itd have to drop it  and go down

t .he re .  T  ' d  s tay  f  o r  awh i l e  and  then  I  ' d  come back .  I  ' d  go

down and I 'd  spend the summers.  I t  was awfu l ly  hard to  keep

th is  p lace a l - ive dur ing Lhe summers,  a l though of f  and on most

of t .he t ime one or two of the kids were o1d enough then that

they s tayed in  the house whi le  r  was gone in  the summer.

Was  tha t  a  ha rdsh ip  on  you r  mar r i age . . . be ing  separa ted  f rom

Mr.  Humphreys?
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H : r t  was  ha rd .  we l I ,  r  t e l l  you ,  i t  wasn ' t  ha rd  a t  t he  t ime .

what  r  f ind is  that  th is  had been my responsib i l i ty .

Everyth ing in  i t  was my responsib i l i ty  and r  was used Lo

tak ing responsib i l i ty  for  the whole th ing.  when he ret i red

and he came up here he didn't have anythinq to do and r had so

much to do.  He resented a lo t  o f  the th ings that  r  was doing.

He coul -dn ' t  underst ,and why one t ime we had t roubre wi th  one of

the toi l-ets and r just went to the phone and carred up the man

that  r  had ca l l -ed for  years t .o  come and f ix  my to i l_ets-  he

always f ixed them r ight -  and he was k ind of  insu] ted that  r

hadn ' t  ca l l ed  h im  and  sa id ,  "Come  and  f i x  t h i s  t o i l e t . "  we l l ,

r  d idn ' t  Lh ink that  he would be abl -e to  f  ix  i t  and as i t

t .urned out he wouldn't have because it .  needed a whore new

pa r t .  I t  was  t ha t  o l d .

H is  p r i de  was  b ru i sed .

H is  p r i de  was  b ru i sed .  r t ' s  ve ry  ha rd  fo r  men  to  re t i r e  when

they  l i ved  i n  t hose  p laces .  r f  you  see  the  By rds  you '11  f i nd

that  he had a rot  o f  the same probrems.  They rearry  have a

cur ture shock t .hat  the women don' t  have.  r  don ' t  know whv.

rn Lhe f i rs t  p lace most  women,  r  th ink,  are more res i l_ ient

than men.  They have to  make adjustments.  And t .hey make

- l - i ' ' ^ L * ^ - ! -  
A n r l  1 -  h c  m A n  f  h a r z r r r a  h a a n  r r r n n i  n a  F h . i  -q u J  L r D L t l . l t r : l , I L b  .  d r r u  L l l s  r r r t r : I r /  !  u r r r r r r r y  L t r r o  g f e a t ,

big thing and been so busy and so t ied down with that and had

so many people doing things for them and know their way round,

they come up to  E1 Paso and they don, t  even know where ro go

and  ge t  a  d r i ve r ' s  l i cense ,  f o r  i - ns tance ,  o r  where  to  qe r  a
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sa fe ty  s t i cker  o r  any th ing  and they  ha te  to  admi t  i t .  r t  took

Jack ,  oh ,  four  o r  f i ve  years  to  ad jus t  and to  be  ab le  to  admi t

tha t ,  "Boy ,  r rve  go t  to  ge t  in  and f ind  ou t  how to  d ,o  some o f

t h e s e  t h i n g s .  "  H e  j u s t  w a s  l _ o s t . . .  j u s t  1 o s t .

So no th ing  prepared them fo r  tha t  chanqe?

Now, my father never seemed to have that problem, but he was

a comple te ly  d i f fe ren t  sor t  o f  a  person.  He had a lways  s tayed

i n  t o u c h  w i t h  h i s  a l u m n i  c l a s s  f r o m  C o l _ o r a d o  s c h o o l  o f  M i n e s .

F a r  ^ h a  l _  l - r ' i  n ^  L ^  - ' l  , . . ^ . .v r r v  L r r f  r r y ,  so  ne  a lways  wen t  back  to  co lo rado  schoo t  o f

Mines '  funct ions.  And then he had a brother  and a s is ter  in

Denver  and he used to go of  f  go a lone.  But  ,Jack was r ike he

was  a f ra id  to  be  a lone .  r f  r  d idn ' t  have  th i s  t o  do  t . oday ,  he

would have loved for  me to have gone to that  doctor 's

appointment with him. That '  s t.oo much . yo get too much

t .ogetherness,  So a l -o t  o f  i t  has to  do wi th  a par t icu lar

n e r s o n a ' l J . r z  T  J - h n r r a l r l .  h a  t ^r / e l r v r r q r u } .  r  L r r v u y r r L  r l E  u / a s  g o r - n g  t o  c o m e  u p  h e r e  a n d  j o i n

a group up at the country club and go out and st.art playing

go l f .  He  d i dn ' t  do  t ha t .  r t  was  l i ke  he  d i dn ' t  f ee l

comfor tab le being wi th  h is  own age group.

wel - l ,  do you keep j -n  contact  wi th  other  min ing famir ies?

wel- l ,  w€ d id.  Most  o f  them now, though,  have d ied.  He has

out l ived h is  f r iends.  There vuas one of  h is  f r iends,  Buster

Evans,  who was down at  the mine wi th  us for  years.  His  wi fe

was k i ] ]ed in  a car  acc ident  between here and parra l  when we

were a l l  dr iv ing down there one Easter .  But  Buster ,  when he

re t i red  he  re t i r ed  he re  i n  E l  paso ,  so  we  used  to  see  h im .

B :

H :
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And Jack enjoyed Buster ,  but  then Buster  d ied.  r  have th is

Joe Garc ia.  r  inv i te  h im to come out  occasionarry  when we

h a r r e  a  r - n r r n ' l  a  i n  f ^ r  q r r ^ ^ o -r r q v s  q  v v u r / r E  r r r  ! v !  e u y y = t  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  B u t  J a c k ,

when he ret i red,  he rearry  ret i red because he couldn ' t  seem E.o

keep mot ivated.  For  one th ing,  r  th ink he s tayed too 1ong.

r  th ink he should have ret i red sooner  than he d id.  He had

neglected an awfu l  Io t  o f  h is  personal_ bus iness mat ters ,  arso,

because h is  t ime was so badly  down there on other  th ings that

he had an awfu l  lo t  o f  catch ing up to  do up here:  he had to

get  h is  books in  order  for  soc ia l  secur i ty ,  he had to  get  on

to Medicare.  He hadn' t  done any of  that .  because our  company

there was not an American company. Now the ASARCO people

don' t  have that .  probrem. They were on Amer ican soc iat

secur i ty  anyway,  but  we weren, t .  so he had to  have these

quarters that he had to make up. He had some because he had

been in the navy and when we were in Honduras that was a Latin

American company, but he had to make up t.hose quarters. He

just had an awful l-ot of organtzing of our l i fe that. he had to

do ,  t oo ,  and  then  he ' s  been  p lagued  w i th  s i ck  spe1 Is  and  one

th ing af ter  another .  He fer l  and broke an ankle.  He had a

very bad ankle.  He just  bare ly  got  over  that  and. ,  r  th ink,

that . 's  what  t r iggered h is  back problem. Then he had to have

a hernia operation and a back operation alr in t.he same year

and  then  a  p ros ta te  ope ra t i on .  He  j us t  rea11y  hasn ' t  had  the

best  o f  heal th ,  so i t 's  hard to  get  involved wi th  any group or

any th ing  i f  you ' re  no t  we l l .
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B : Do you think t,hat i f  you al l  had chosen to stay in Mexj-co

after his retirement that he woul-d have had a different type

o f  ad jus tmen t?

No,  f  don ' t  th ink i t  would have been any easier  for  h im.

Did many people choose to s tay in  Mexico af ter  re t i rement?

No .  As  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t ,  f  don , t  know o f  d f l y ,  espec ia l l y

because of  the way Mexico has become.  Had i t  s tayed the way

i t  was-  a lo t  o f  Amer icans d id ret i re  in  Mexico-  he might .  o f

considered i t  t .hen.  r  don ' t  know.  r  doubt  i t  because a l l  o f

ou r  ch i l - d ren  were  up  he re .  Rear l y ,  t he  b ig  th ing  i n  h i s  r i f e

are h is  k ids,  so he woul -d want  to  be up here.

How about  yoursel f?

r feel l ike that. we, maybe, would have done better not to have

re t i red  i n  E l  Paso  because  we  d idn r t  have  any  re la t i ves .  None

of  our  ch i ldren are here and none of  our  re la t . ives are here,

whereas when he ret i red he had a s is ter  in  Albuquerque and a

brother  in  co l -orado Spr ings and r  had a s is ter  in  cororado

springs and a son in Denver. Now t.hat son has moved t.o salt

Lake city, but we have a granddaughter in Denver. And, r

think, w€ woul-d have had more family contact. and mer more

people.  r  th ink we would have had a bet ter  re t i rement  up

there,  f  rea l ly  do,  but  he thought  he wanted to  s tay.  He

r i kes  the  dese r t  c l ima te -  wer1 ,  r  do ,  t oo -  and  he  d idn ' t  wan t

to face the winters.  r  would have faced the winters mysel f

and gone back Lo Colorado.  r  th ink i t  would have been a

bet ter  re t i rement  for  h im because he d.oesn ' t  have t .oo manv
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people here that he has much in common with.

Wel - I ,  do  you a l l  ever  have reun ions  w i th  the  peop l -e  tha t  l i ved

in  t .he  min ing  camps?

No,  because qu i te  f rank ly  most  o f  them-  i f  you  can be l ieve  i t -

o r  d e a d  a n d  t h e y  d o n ' t  l i v e  h e r e .  T h e y r r e  s c a t t e r e d  a 1 l -  o v e r

the  wor l -d .  The c foses t  peopJ-e ,  rea11y ,  a re  the  Byrds ,  bu t

there are two or three people that we knew that.  are in

Arizona. When this youngest son of ours got marr ied we sent.

i n v i t a t i o n s -  o r  K a t i e t s  p a r e n t s  d i d -  t o  a l l  o f  t h o s e  p e o p l e ,

too ,  and we sent  to  the  ones  tha t  we knew.  And we d id  have a

\ t a r \ /  
' l : r a o  

d r n r r n  n f  m i  n i  n a  ^ o ^ ^ ' l  a  r F  F l ^ - + -  r . r a r l r l i  n n  r l ] h a r r  - ' l ' lv s !  y  r a r y s  y ! u u y  u L  r l r l r r r r r v  [ J C \ J ! J ! c  o . L  L r t o . L  w c \ l . \ _ r J - r r g  .  I l r g y  d . l _ I

came because belween the two couples they knew us a l l - .  And

thei r  ch i ldren knew our  ch i ldren that  were get t ing marr ied.

Tha t  was ,  rea11y ,  t he  l -as t  reun ion  tha t  werve  had .  Rea l l y ,

t hey ' re  a l l  gone .  George  Pers ib le  t? l  was  i n  San ta  Bdrba ra .

We l iked George a l -o t .  He was at .  that  wedding.  And he 's

dead .  WhaL  was  t . he  name?  Chuck  and  Do t t i e  Campbe11 . . . I  don t t

know wha t ' s  become o f  t hem.

B i l l  Bake r  i s  i n  Canada .  We s t i l l  hea r  f rom h im.  He

was going to  come through here.  This  is  funny.  We went  t .o

f i nd  a  p lace  fo r  h im  to  pu t  h i s  t ra i l e r  i n  a  pa rk .  He  and  h i s

wife were going to come all  the way from Vancouver down

through California and over to here and then they were going

to go down in to Mexico.  This  was going to  be h is  last .  t r ip  to

Mex ico .  We l I ,  i n  t he  f i r s t .  p1ace ,  he  p i cked  the  wrong  mon th .

He star ted of f  in  May and j - t 's  a l ready hot  here.  But  he and
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Jack had several  conversat ions on the phone and ,Jack found a

p lace  c lose  by  here  where  they  cou ld  ]eave the i r  t ra i le r .  we

sa id ,  r rYou can come and s tay  a t  Lhe house w i t .h  us  and we ' l_ I

take  you to  the  a i rpor t  o r  to  the  t ra in  o r  whatever  i f  you

want to go on down to Mexico. " ( c h u c k l e s )  W e l l - ,  w €  g o t  a

phone carr  f rom someprace out  in  Ar izona and he sa i -d,  , rcancel

my t ra i l -er  appointment  .  werve had i t  .  r  don ' t .  know why I

d i dn ' t  r ea r i ze  r rm  too  o1d  f o r  t h i s .  we ' r e  go ing  t o  s tay  he re

and we' re going to  go back out  to  ca l i forn ia for  a  week and

r rTa  I  ra  an  i  - ^  1 -ws rE 9. , -Lr rg r IOrTle . '  so we d idn ' t  get  a  chance to see them.

And then this Bruce Taylor, who was in parral when we were

there and we were f r iends wi th  them, was k i l led in  a p l -ane

crash.  An awfu l  l -o t  o f  them have d ied f  rom cancer .

we l l ,  t he re ' s  a  phys i c ian  he re  j -n  town  tha t  was  a t  one  o f  t he

min ing camps.

T - ) r  f \ i l i h F - ; ^
u L  .  \ l u r r r L q l l c t .

Jos6 Quintaf,a. Dr. ivtcAnulty interviewed him.

oh ,  d id  he?

He was a phys ic ian there for  years.

Hers the doctor  r  was say ing.  we had a good doct .or  and a good

teacher .  we l r ,  D r .  eu in ta f l a  was  the  doc to r .  He  was  k ind  o f

lnsuf ted when r  had my last  ch i ld .  r  went  to  Colorado to have

him instead of  hav ing h im der iver  h im there at  the mine.  we

were a lways c lose because h is  o l_dest  daughter  was in  my o ldest

son rs  c lass  and  h i s  second  daugh te r  was  i n  my  daugh te r ' s  c lass

in school .  r  don ' t  know i f  he to ld  McAnul ty  that  or  not ,  but

H
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H :

his  son is  a  card i -o log is t  in  E1 paso now.

son were school  buddies or  the same age.

And they both grew up in the mining camp?

He and my youngest

A11 of  these k ids who went  to  th is  l i t t le  school  under  Ju l ia

Araujo made th is  change f rom the min ing camp to t .hese schools

up here wi thout  go ing through any great  t , rauma.  r  th ink i_ t ,s
just  because they were so wel - f -prepared in  the i r  school ing,  so

that  a t  l -east  they d idn ' t  feer  r ike dummies when they got  in

school  up here.  They a l l  got  good grades-  th is  second son of

ours was a mer i t  schorar-  and they 've a l l  done great  th ings.

They ' ve  a l l  gone  on  and  they ' re  p ro fess iona f  peop le .  And  then

a lo t  o f  the Mexican ones who came in ,  severa l  o f  those boys

now,  who  wenL  to  Mrs .  A rau jo ' s  l i t t l e  schoo l  and  wen t  on  ro

schoo1 have great  jobs now.

she must  have made qui te  an impress ion upon the young minds.

oh ,  she  d id .  And  no t  on ry  tha t .  rn  a  ] i t t r e  p lace  r i ke  tha t

you  a re  i nvo l ved  i n  you r  ch i rd ren ' s  educa t i on .  The re rs  j us t

no way you can not  be involved.  And that ,s  one of  the th ings,

r  t . h ink ,  t ha t ' s  so  ha rd  fo r  ch i f d ren  now w i th  bo th  pa ren ts

work ing a l l  the t ime.  They come home,  they are so t . i red,  and

they are so busy, '  they don ' t  have any help at  ar1 wi th  who,s

going to  get  th is  d inner  on the tab le.  They just  have a hard

t ime  be ing  i nvo l ved  i n  the i r  ch i l - d ren ,s  l i ves .  Bu t  t he re  we

were involved in  our  k ids 's  ] ives an awfu l  lo t . .  she put .  prays

on.  They had a Chr is tmas p lay a lways.  we were arways making

costumes for  chr is tmas p lays.  r  mean,  you rearned to sew i f
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you  l i ve  i n  a  m in ing  camp.  I f  you  don ' t  you ' re  ve ry  good

friends with somebody who does know how t.o sew. I mean, f

have sewed for  a  lo t  o f  my daughter 's  f r iends whose mothers

woul-dntt sew. Somebody has t.o do it  .  And we always had a

Hal- loween par ty .  That  was the b iggest  th ing.  They had a b ig

par ty  for  them on Hal loween;  we,d have a b ig bonf i re  and

wieners and everyth ing and they a l l -  had to  wear  a costume.

And,  oh,  the Hal - loween costumes that  we used to make.  And

we 'd  have  p r i zes , .we  ' d  have  j udges  and  we 'd  have  a  p r i ze .  I

had a b ig t runk fu l l  o f  noth ing but  ch j - rdrens '  costumes when

I  l e f t  t he  m ine .

And what did you do with the trunk?

I gave them t.o a man who taught. dancing in parral. That. was

someth ing  e l se  Mrs .  A rau jo  d id .  She  hea rd  o f  t h i s  ba l_ le t

dancer .  (chuck les)  and he was a bal le t  dancer .  He opened a

dance school  in  Parra l - .  About  the L ime that .  we were a l l

get t ing th is  guy to  come up and g ive us gol f  lessons she

ta lked th is  man in  to  coming out  Saturday mornings to  g ive the

g i r l s  ba l l e t  l essons .  She  sa id ,  ' ,Now ,  I r ve  o rgan i zed  i t ,  bu t

I rm not  go ing to  g ive up my Saturday mornings to  be there

wh i l e  he ' s  g i v ing  the  g i r l s  t hese  l essons ,  so  you  mo the rs  have

to  t . ake  ca re  o f  t ha t . "  And  we  sa id ,  *F ine . r  So  we  took  cu rns

and i t  would Lurn out  that  we,d a l l  be over  there every

saturday. we always made sure that somebody was there to meet

h im and to open up the school  and to  make the g i r ls  behave and

to concentrate,  p fay the music ,  which was just  a  phonograph
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t he re .  And  we  have  p i c tu res  o f  t hose  g i r l s  i n  t he i r  r i t t r e

ba l l e t .  They  pu t  on  an  exh ib i t i on  fo r  us .

And then she had a May por-e. we always we had a May pore

dance. we had a big picnic and t.he boys arr had to have white

shi r ts ,  r  remember,  and.  dark pants and sashes and the g i r ls

had to  have f lu f fy  par ty  dresses.  we had to make those

cl -othes usual ly  because where e lse were you going to  get  them?

somet imes you courd come up here and f ind a par ty  dress;

somet imes you 'd come up and there wouldn ' t  be anyth ing to  buy,

so  r  made  mos t  o f  my  daugh te r r s  c lo thes  un t i l -  she  wen t  o f f  t o

col1ege.  But  we had a May por-e dance.  wer_r ,  you,re invorved

in  a l l  o f  t h i s  i n  a  smar l  commun i t y  l i ke  tha t .  you  j us t  can , t

be that  involved in  a b ig  c i ty .

No.  And,  r  th ink,  that  sense of  communi ty  is  nearr_y non-

ex i s ten t  now.

Non -ex i s ten t .  r t r s  j us t  a  shame .  we , re  see ing  wha t  t he
resu l - t  i s .  r  see  i t  i n  my  daugh te r - i n - faw  who  r i ves  i n
Roswe l l .  Roswer r - ' s  a  smar - r  enough  p lace  now tha t  you  can

s t i l l -  ge t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  i nvo rved .  And  because  she  was  ra i sed

in th is  min ing camp wi th  so much involvement .  she 's  just

determined that  she 's  go ing to  be in  everyth ing she poss ib ly

can to the point that she quit a wonderfur_ job t.hat she had.
she set up a business of her own at home so that her hours can
be f lex ib ]e enough so that  she can go to  prA meet ings and can
get  t .o  know d i f ferent  teachers and f ind out  how to ger  on a
select ion board for  pr inc ipa l -  o f  the school  and how t ro see
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that when they have a party that. i t  has a few decorations and
some bal loons and isn ' t  just  someth ing thrown on a tabre,  so
that  k ids can have a r - i t t re  b i t  o f  fun and apprec l_at ion of
pret ty  th ings around them. Because  t ha t ' s  one  t h i ng ;  i n
Mexico everyth ing grows so beaut i fu l ly  and they a lways use
f l -owers for  everyth ing.  And there 's  a lways music .  our  k ids
were ar- l  ra ised wi th  that .  r t  was k ind of  a  happy th ing and,
r  t h ink ,  t hey  m iss  a  10 t  o f  t ha t  up  he re .  r  noL ice  the  h igh
school  k ids;  they don ' t  have any pret ty  par t ies that .  they can
go to.  Down there,  even when our  k ids were in  co l lege up
there,  i f  there was going to  be a b ig dance at  the cas ino-
l ike the eueen of  the cas ino is  chosen f rom the group in
Parra l  every year-  they have a great ,  b ig  par ty  down there.
A11 of  my k ids wour-d t ry  to  get  down i f  they could to  go to
that  dance '  They had two or  three real1y n ice dances they
coul-d go to through the years where they had to go out and get
a party dress and the boys had to wear a coat and t ie and
learn how to dance.

Somet .h ing  they  d idn ' t  do  he re .

Someth ing  tha t  t hey  don ' t  do  up  he re .

were  you  p leasan t l y  p leased  when  you r  son  dec ided  to . . .

End of Tape Two

Side B
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Beginning of Tape Three

S i d e  A

H: when Jack and r were at the mine our oldest son had two

daughters.  He was marr ied very young,  before he f in ished

school ,  so those g i r ls  were k ind of  a lmost  l_ ike my second

bunch of  ch i ldren that  came a long.  They,d come down and spend

a month wi th  us in  the summer at  the mine.  Those g i r ls ,  now,

have these same memor ies even though they wourd just  go down

and spend a month wit.h us. They did i t  for enough summers and

met enough children down there and had enough freedom and fun

that  they s t i r r  ask about  the d i f ferent  daughters of  the

peop le  tha t  were  Lhe re .  They  a l so  t r i ed  to  l - ea rn  a  l i t t l e

span ish .  They  j us t  saw i t  as  ano the r  wor rd ,  t oo .  They  j us t

l oved  i t .  f t ' s  j us t  ve r y  d i f f e ren t .

But  you were ask ing me about  Kat ie .  r  knew Kat ie  before.

wel l - ,  she and ,J immy were in  h igh school .  Kat ie  wenr  to

Loret to  lAcademy]  .  Her  mot .her  d idn ' t  come out  here l ike r

d id .  Her  brother  went  to  a board ing schoor  in  t .he south

someplace and Kat ie  went  to  Loret to .  so once in  a whi le ,  when

the nuns wour-d give them permissi-on, .Timmy and i ld go over and
pick her  up and she 'd come over  and spend the day wi th  us and

we'd take her  back.  Then she went  to  New Mexi_co state to
col lege and,J immy was going to  urEp,  so on the weekends she

coul -d come out  i f  she wanted to .  By then,J i_mmy had h is  own

car  and he,d dr ive up on Saturday morning and he,d p ick uD
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Kat ie  and  he 'd  b r i ng  he r  down  he re . f  h a d  a  l i t t 1 e  m a i d ' s

room out at the house before we changed that end of the house

to make a s tudy for  Jack that  was a l_ways ca l led , ,Kat ie ,s  Room,r

because  f  d idn ' t  have  a  ( chuck les )  ma id .  Bu t  i t  was  i t s  own
room and i t  had a l i t t te  bathroom on i t .  so Kat ie  would come
down a]most  every weekend and spend the weekends wi th  us.  And
r  though t ,  " r  wonder  i f  some day  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  awfu r l y  ha rd

i f  th is  b lows up?"  But  i t  never  d id .  They just  made up the i r

minds they were going to  wai t  unt i l  they got  out  o f  h igh

school and out of colrege before t.hey got married. Jimmy was
try ing to  get .  in to the veter inary school  and he d idn, t  make i t

on the f irst draw, but t.hey tor-d him to try to get a job down

there.  They suggested that  he apply  to  the pharmacy ;  i f  he
got himself known amongst the bunch that. do the choosing he

would have a pret ty  good chance of  be ing se lected the second

t ime  a round-  so  tha t ' s  wha t  t hey  d id .  He  go t  t he  j ob .  so

then we sent out the announcemenLs for the wedding. Katie

went  got  her  masterrs  down there whi le  he was get . t r_ng h is
veter inary degree down there.  Af ter  t .hey graduated f rom

[Texas]  A&M i t  was reaI ly  her  job that  took them to Roswelr

because she 's  an agr icur turar-  engineer .  They were just  go ing

to s tar t  bu i ld ing a ser ies of  dams or  water  re tent ion th ings

in that  area.  This  was a government  job,  so J immy decided

he 'd  be t te r  i nves t i ga te  the  ve te r i na ry  s i t ua t i on  the re .  The re

was a veter inar ian over  there that  was in  a pract ice wi th  two
younger  men and he was 100king to  ret i re  in  a shor t  whi l -e ,  so
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he of fered 'J immy a job.  He decided that  s ince Kat ie  a l ready

had  th i s  good  j ob ,  he 'd  be t te r  j us t  t ake  tha t  j ob .  They  had

though t  abou t  Las  c ruces  o r  E l  paso .  r ,m  rea l l y  g lad  tha t

they p icked Roswelr  because i t  is  smalr  enough that ,  r  th ink,

i t ' s  rea l l y  a  n i ce r  p lace  to  ra i se  ch i l d ren  today  fo r  peopre

who came f rom the k ind of  p laces that  t .hey d id.  Thei r  spanish
h . a q  l r a l ^ a . l  F 1rrq- rr=-Ll/s(r Lr 'Lem an awful 10t over there because there is ma

1ot  of  Hispanic  help in  the dai r ies and in  the horse rac ing.

bus iness  and  a r - r  t ha t .  f t ' s  been  a  wonder fu l  he rp  to  J immy

over  the re .

Did you think t.hat. any of your chitdren would ever thi-nk about

going in to min ing engineer ing?

wel l r  |ou know, our  second son went  to  co lorado school  o f

Mines,  but  he 's  a chemicar  engineer .  ,Jack never  encouraged

them to go in to the min ing par t  o f  i t  because he could see

that  the min ing wor ld  over  wasn' t  do ing very wel - l - ,  so we never

encouraged  h im  to  go  i n to  the  m in ing  pa r t  o f  i t .  He ' s  a
r . h a m i  n a l  a n a ivrre, ' fucr-L cr rgrr reer .  He f ives in  Nor th caro l ina and he works

for  a  F innish company.  They make shel - lacs and varn ishes.  wood
l . r r r - n - ^ . 1 "  ^ r  ^  . :u y - p r u L r u c L s  r - s  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n  t o .  H e ' s  t h e  m a n a g e r  o f  a

p lan t  over  there  tha t ' s  a  long way away.  f  , ve  a l_ways  been

sor ry  tha t  a l l  o f  them are  so  fa r  away.

Our daughter  is  in  Vicksburcr . S h e ' s  a speech

pathologis t .  she had an in terest ing exper ience.  .  .  speaking

about  Honduras.  she was carred by a doctor  one n ight  a t  home

and  he  sa id ,  " r  have  a  pa t i en t  i n  t he  hosp i ta l  who  doesn , t
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understand any Engl ish and she 's  had a s t roke and her  daughter

is  wi th  her .  r  wonder  i f  you wourd mind stopping by to  speak

to  the  daugh te r  so  tha t  you  can  te l r  me ,  more  o r  I ess ,  wha t ' s

go ing  on? r r  Because  th i s  pa t i en t  was  j us t  dumped  in  h i s  l ap .

He knew that  she coul -d speak Spanish;  that 's  why he ca l_1ed

her .  so she went  by to  see t .h is  woman the next  day and t .a lked

to the daughter  and i t  turned out  that  they were f rom

Honduras. when they found out that she had been in Hond.uras,

why ,  t hey  we re  j us t . . .

T ick l -ed !

They were so t ick led.  And she sa id she,s a lways known i f  you

can st . imul -ate some k ind of  happiness or  p leasure in  people

that are handicapped and having t.rouble rearning to talk again

you can get  so much more.  They react  so much bet ter .  They

l -earn so much quicker  and they ' I r  t ry  so much harder .  she

sa id ,  "Tha t  woman ,  f ' f t I  t e t l i ng  you ,  when  r  s ta r ted  ta l k ing  to

her  in  spanish and to ld  her  what  to  do wi th  that  tongue she

near ly  wore hersel f  out  t ry ing to  prease me.  , '  she sa id i_ t  was

such a rewarding experience. where would you ever expect to

see  somebody  i n  M iss i ss ipp i?  we l1 ,  t hey  weren , t  headed  to

M iss i ss ipp i .  They  were  headed  to  Ch icaqo .

And that was where i t  happened.

A n d  t h a t ' s  j u s t  w h e r e  i t  h a p p e n e d . f t  just happened where she

^ ^ t s  ^ . i  ^ 1 ,
Y V L  > I U J \ .

f  '  l - 1  b e .  A n d  s h e ' s  i n  V i c k s b u r g ?

Yeah.  She met  her  husband ou t  here . She was going to UTEP
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and was a senior there. He had been in the Army corps down

out .  a t  the Aggies and then he went  in to hel icopt .ers ,  so he was

a  he l i cop te r  p i ro t  ou t  he re  a t  Fo r t  B l i ss .  Tha t ' s  how she  me t

h im.  some mutual  f r iend in t roduced them and i t  was l ike

instant  magic  (chuckl -es)  and t .hey took of f  .  Our  o l_dest  son is

i n  sa l t  Lake  c i t y .  He ' s  a  m ic rob io log i s t .  He  worked  fo r  t he

Heal th  Depar tment  in  Denver  for  years for  about ,  oh,  f  guess,

twen ty - f i ve  o r  t h i r t y  yea rs .

My goodness.

He  go t  t i r ed  o f  i t .  He  go t  t i r ed  o f  t he  t ra f f i c  i n  Denver .

He got  bored wi th  the whole th ing and he was d ivorced f rom his

f i r s t  w i fe .  He  me t  th i s  g i r l  a t  a  b io logy  semina r  somep lace

and she worked in  sar t  Lake c i ty ,  so she encouraged h im to

come over there and go ]ook up this smal-l_ l-aboratory that she

knows of over there. she knew they were looking for somebody

to work for  them, so he went  over  and in terv iewed wi th  th is

guy and they of fered h im t .he job.  so he decided he 'd cut  h is

st r ings wi th  Denver  and t ry  i t .  He moved over  to  Sal_t  Lake

Ci ty  and then they got  marr ied about  s ix  months af ter  t .hat .

They seem to be qui te  happy now.

You must  be very proud of  a l l  your  ch i ldren.

wel - l - ,  r  am and r  fee l  very for tunate,  too,  very lucky that

when r do look back on what al1 they went through. Everybody

worr ies so much now how everyth ing is  a f fect . ing the i r

ch i l -dren.  They s tudy so much more about .  i t .  we d idn ' t .  have

any of  these guide books.  Thank goodnesst  we just  d id  i t  a l l
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by inst inct .  We d id the best  that  we could wi th  what  we had

and they adapted to  i t .  f t .  wasn ' t  easy for  them to come out

here, but i t  was something they had to do and they adjusted to

i t .  We  cou ld  have  sa id ,  "We11 ,  we ' re  j us t  no t  go ing  to  do

that .  What 's  the point?rr  We were lucky that  they a l1 were as

adaptable as they were but ,  I  th ink,  there 's  someth j -ng about

t .hat  smal l -  l i fe  communi ty  that  just  g ives people a good

foundat ion so that  they can cope wi th  anyth ing.  I t .  isn, t  l ike

they 've had just  an awfu l ly  easy t ime of  everyth ing a l l  the i r

l i ves .  They  haven ' t .  They ' ve  a lways  had  to  work  ha rd  and

they've always had to good grades to do what. they wanted to do

and t .hey 've had to  work hard to  get  ra ises in  the i r  job,  but .

they were abl -e to  do i t .

Let me ask you one f inal question. What. advice would you give

to a woman that was accompanying her husband to a mining camp

in Mexico or any foreign country? What words of advice woul_d

you g ive her  before she le f t?

WeII ,  I  would te1 l  her  to  a lways look at  the good th ings

because there are a lways good th ings,  j -n terest ing th ings.  Go

wi th an open mind and just .  make up your  mind that  you ' re going

to  en joy  i t .  I t ' s  an  adven tu re .  .  .  i t  r ea11y  i s .

You know, I  have a brother  who's  a min ing engineer ,  too,

and he worked for Kennecott in Salt.  Lake City for thirty

years.  once h is  ch i ldren were a l l  out  f rom under foot  he

accepted a job wi th  Exxon in  Colombia.  He never  wanted to  go

out  of  the Uni ted States as long as he had ch i ldren.  He,s the
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one that I  said was more affected by the break when we were

sent  ou t  to  schoo l - .  Bu t  once h is  ch i ld ren  were  qone he  was

^ - , i  - ^  r - n  a a { _  b a c k  t o  S o m e + -  h . i  n a  f  n r o . i  ^ -  .  A n d  h i s  w i f  e  h a dv v u  u v  p v r r l e u r r f l r v  r v ! s ! Y r r

never  been  ou t  o f  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes .  She  was  a  Leacher ,

though,  and she was a Mormon.  Shers very,  very c l_ose to  her

chi ldren,  but  she made up her  mind that  i f  Ken wanted to  do

th i s  t ha t  she  was  go ing  to  go .  And  she  wen t .  She  wasn , t  a

wel-1 person-  she had a hear t  problem al l  o f  her  l_ i fe  and she

has s ince d ied of  i t -  but  she made up her  mind t .hat  she was

going to  go down there and enjoy every minute of  i t .  She wenr

down there wi th  a spanish book and she l -earned spanish.  She

l-ooked up the Mormon church because they have a Mormon church

in a l - l -  o f  those p laces.  She met  a lo t  o f  love1y people.  When

t .he c l imate got  so bad and she couldn ' t  s tand i t  she would

come back out  and she 'd s tay up here for  two or  three months,

but  she went  back unt i l  he res igned f rom that  job when he

f inar ly  rea] : -zed that .  i t  was too much for  her  and he had had

his  fun wi th  i t .  r  t .h ink that  she was down there about  f ive

years wi th  h im before they came out  and ret i red in  scot t .sdale,

but  she went  down there wi th  the r ight  a t . t i tude.  She just

1 - h n " a l ' ' i  t t t ^ T o ' l  f  ,  I  r v e  b e e n  a  m o t h e r  a n d  T r r r e  d r . r n c  m \ /  l -  h i  n r r,  r r u r r ,  r  v s  v s s l r  q  l l t v u l l s l  c L ] I ( l  I  V t :  L l \ J t I t : :  t t t y  L I I I I I 9 .

Now,  r  want .  to  go  down and jus t  see  someth ing  d i f fe ren t .  "

A n d ,  b o y ,  w a s  i t  d i f f e r e n t .

W o u l d  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  a n y t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t l y . . . l o o k i n g  b a c k ?

N o .  W e 1 l ,  I  w o u l d  h a v e  i f  I  c o u l d  h a v e ,  b u t  I  c o u l d n ' t  h a v e

because when the  war  came tha t  upset  everybody 's  app le  car t



and put  people in  a v ise.  We had no contro l  over  t .hat .  The

only thing I would have done differently could I have was gone

back to  school  and iust .  f in ished school .  Not .  that  I  th ink I

could have done any bet ter  wi th  my k ids or  wi th  my l i fe  or

anyth ing wi th  i t .  I  would just  l ike to  have been able to  say

tha t  f  had  f i n i shed  schoo l ,  bu t  t ha t ' s  no t  a  b ig  reg re t  o r

anyth ing.  I t . 's  just  someth ing that  I  wish we coul_d have maybe

done,  but  even our  war  years were an exper ience.  And they

weren r t  a l l  t ha t  bad  e i t he r .  we  me t  a  l o t  o f  i n te res t i nq

people t .hat  we kept  in  touch wi th  af ter  the war  that  were not

in  the min ing business at  a l l  and we kepL wr i t ing le t ters  to

them. They ' re a l - l  dead now, too.  They were f rom al l  over  the

country .  r  onry wrote to  them at  Chr is tmas t . ime,  but  r  used

to keep in  touch wi th  a l l -  o f  them because we had good t imes

together  when we were in  the navy.  There,  again,  i t  was a

ano the r  sma l - I i sh  g roup .

f  r ve  neve r  rea l l y  l i ved  i n  a  b ig  c i t y  and  been  pa r t  o f  a

la rge  c i t y .  r ' ve  neve r  j o ined  any th ing  up  he re  and  t r i ed  to

be an in f  l -uence in  any way up here.  r  never  coul -d because r

was a lways on the road and you canr t  be commit . ted even to

vol-unteering. My neighbor tr ied to get me to vol-unteer down

a t  t he  hosp i ta l  yea rs  ago  w i th  he r  and  I  sa id ,  "Be t t y ,  I  can , t

do that . r have to go down t.o the mine on a spur' s momenr,

you know. f  never  know whether  I 'm g 'o ing to  be here or  not . r l

so  r  go t  used  to  be ing  ab re  to  l - i ve  ou t  o f  a  su i t case .  r  d id

tha t  f o r  a  l ong  t ime  and  i t  s t i r l -  doesn ' t  bo the r  me .  r  can
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decide to  take of f  and go somepl-ace in  f ive minutes just

b e c a u S e  f  r v e  d O n e  i t  f O r  S ^  l n n n  r  r { n n r f  n e C e S s a r i _ l y  l i k e

t o ;  I  l i ke  t o  p l an  t h i ngs .

Some t imes  you  can ' t .

Some t imes  you  can ' t .  And  so  T  i r r q f  r i nn r l -  l e f  f  h i nc r s  l  i ke  t ha t

bo the r  me .

Wou1d you l ike to make any f inal- comments?

No .

Or ta l -k  about  anyth ing e lse?

f 'm  jus t  so r r y  tha t ,  rea l l y ,  t he  wor ld  i s  t he  way  i t .  i s  now.

I t  has to  be th is  wdy,  I  guess,  but  I  do wj_sh i t  was poss ib le

for  more Amer icans to  go and l ive in  fore ign countr ies and

make the i r  l iv ing there because r  th ink i t  would make bet ter

people of  them. I  th ink i t  would make bet ter  Amer icans of

them and I  th ink i t  would make them k inder  to  fore ign people

because they 'd understand that  there are d i f ferent  cu l tures

and d i f ferent  ways of  th ink ing and that  they are a l r ight ,  roo,

but  i t  would make them apprec iate the i r  own home,  too.  They

wouldn ' t  be bashing the Uni ted States i f  t .hey f ived in  some of

these  o the r  f o re ign  coun t r i es .  And  they  can ' t  go  and  do  i t

because these count . r ies don '  t .  want  us over  t .here .  f  t  '  s  very

hard to go down to Mexico and work. Now that the maquilas are

in ,  we l I ,  1zou  can .  Tha t ' s  a l r i gh t ,  bu t  t he  m in ing  i ndus t r y

wir l -  never  come around to what  i t  was again wi th  fore igners

running i t  in  Mexico.  r  don ' t  know about  other  counLr ies,  but .

I  know a lo t  nf  l -ha nannl  s  who are in  the Serv ice in  the
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occupat . ion forces in  Europe.  They wouldn, t  exchange that

experience for anything because they got to really know the

Germans and the French and the l ta l ians and a l l  o f  those

people and the i r  cu l tures.  They s t i l l -  have f r iends over

there, but when they came home they were awful ly grad that

they  l i ved  i n  t he  un i ted  s t .a tes .  r  t h ink  tha t ' s  t he  b igges t

nra l ' r ' l  am t . ' ' i r -J - '  an  awfu l  ] -o t  o f  the  r ro r rn r r  neon le  hera  nr . r \ ^ r :  fherzq r r  q w ! u r  f , v u  v !  9 1 r E  J v u r r y  l J g v y r g  l t g ! g  I I U W ,  u r r g y

haven' t  been through a rea11y rough t ime,  ever .  They just

don ' t  have an apprec iat ion for  what  they have here.  Maybe

they ' 11  s ta r t  chang ing .  ( chuck les )

Okay. How about we stop for now?

Okay ,  I  t h ink  tha t ' s  a  good  i dea .

Thank you for  your  t ime,  Mrs.  Humphreys.

Would you l ike a coke or  some iced tea?

f 'm  f i ne ,  t hank  you .

Rea11y?

Yes ,  I 'm  f i ne .  Le t  me  go  ahead  and  t . u rn  o f f  t he  tape .

Okay .

Th is  i s  t he  end  o f  t he  i n te rv iew .

End of Interview
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