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Mining in Mexico
OraI History Project

Arturo M. Morales Domlnguez
By W. Noel McAnulty

October  L4,  1995

[Todayrs date is october 14],  1995. rrm at  the universi ty of

Texas at El Paso with Arturo Morares, a graduate of the Texas

college of Mines, class of 1939. Thank your rngeniero

Morares, for your tirne. rtd rike to ask you some questions

about your experiences in nining in Mexico. First, what was

your education and what have been some of your professionar

experiences in Mexican rnining?

r donrt want, to get too involved in rny background, but r was

born in santa Euralia, chihuahua, which is an old nining town.

My father was probabry one of the first accountants, auditors,

in the nining business. r got acquainted with the English

language when r was very young because my father was sent to

audit some mines in Kentucky, coar mines, in Greasy creek,

Kentucky, so r learned Engrish as earry as r did spanish. At,

the tirne I was six, seven years old.

Anlrhray, I came to high school here in EI paso. I

graduated frorn cathedrar High schoor in L933. r couldnrt

attend Texas corlege of Mines there because r didnrt have the

thirty-f ive dortars, r think, i t  took for tuit ion, so r stayed

out of school for about a coupre of years. r did odd work

around wherever r courd get them and r saved a rittle money.

r gave my mother about seventy-five percent and r kept about

twenty-five percent.
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And one day I told my family, I  said, mJrm going to go to

schoor-  r rm not  go ing to  be th is  way ar l  my l i fe .  And r rm
groingr to school., you wouldnrt bel i .eve it ,  but at the t irne r

knew about mining camps and whatnot, but r felt like r wanted

to be a doctor and r enrorled here in summer school with the

flunkies. And r took chemistry and engrish in summer schoor

and passed both of them in such a short term with d c, which

was very good for not taking the term study. Anyway, r tried

taking calculus in sumrner school, but r fai led. rt,s the onry

subject rtve ever fai led, ever. (chuckres) r frunked

carculus in sunmer school, but r rater passed it  werr.

Anyway, r graduated frorn Texas Mines here in 1939. r had lots
of tirue because r had taken subjects in sunmer schoor and r
was a l i t t le ahead of ny class in subjects. And r armost

f inished the two options, the mining and the metarrurgical

opt ions.

when r got out of schoor r went to work with the As&R

[later'  ASARco] people in vanadiurn, New Mexico as a miner,

mucker, from the mucker and drirler, whatever they assigned to
me- From there on r went to work with Minas de Ray6n, which
was an American company in the sierras of chihuahua, in
Ocampo, Chihuahua, to be specif ic.

And what year would that have been?

That would have been in 1g40. prior to rny going to workr €ls
a junior r went to work in pachuca with the u.s. snelt ing and
Refining company. There r met up with several ord Texas
Miners. one of them was Alren sharp. The other one was Bob
Enmett. rfm trying to think. At least three ord Texas Miners
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were with u-s. smerting and Refi.ning, which was ttren the

biggest si lver mine worldwide.

This is at pachuca?

At Pachuca, but r jurnped. rn the [19]4os r went to ocampo

with Minas de Ray6n. And r was superintendent of a small gord

mining venture that some peopre from New york owned. r onry

know that r had contact with a fe1low by the name of Friday.

At the time, it was very tough to get to ocampo. rt took,

sometimes, a couple of days to get to ocampo. Now, i t  takes

about f ive hours, f ive or six hours.

Driving from Chihuahua?

Dr iv ing f rom chihuahua.  But  in  tg4o,  la te 1939,  i t  took. . .we

sometimes got stranded on the road because of rain or sworlen

rivers. And when r worked there al l  our materiars, of course,

came from chihuahua. And when the Rio verde was sworren we

had to use' oh, a nethod of crossing the river with

canasti l las. Theyrre cable-strung baskets.

And, of course, everything was expensive

A11 our ingredients and balls for the rni l ls

whateverr w€ had to get from Chihuahua and

cutoff at the mine was ten grams per ton. Ten

a third, roughly, a third an ounce per ton.

Ten grams of gold per ton?

Yes. And to give you an idea, r guess, in Moris, [chihuahua],

theyrre opening a mine right now. And theyrre going to mine

something l ike one or two grams of gold lper ton]. rn the

places where theyrre going to go open-pit,  r think, theyrre

going to make it with less than one glram of gold per ton and
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for our mine.

and parts and

EI  Paso.  Our

grams is about

M :

D :



heap-bleaching.

M: Okay. Well, later after Ocampo, is that when you worked at

Pachuca?

D : No. f worked in Pachuca both as

and then I worked at Ocampo and

bu t  I  was  a l so . . .

As a graduate engineer?

a non-graduate, as a student,

then f went back to Pachuca,

As a graduate. And I worked in Pachuca for, oh, I guess,

Ietrs see, two years is al l  I  worked. Then f cut my mining

t ies.  f  got  a  scholarsh ip f rom the U.S.  and Mexican

government because of the war effort. And f went to MfT and

started aeronautical engineering, so for about four or five

years I left the nining end of my career.

I came back to Mexico, of course. And aeronautics in

Mexico is . . . i f  you worked for  an a i r l ine.  But  i t  wasnr t

aeronautics. This gets a I i t t le out of mining, but I was

instrumental in founding the Civil International Aeronautical

Center there in Mexico City. I t  was a U.S. government-funded

school for Mexicans and Central Americans and the northern

part of South America to teach thern aeronautics right after

the war had ended. Anlnuay, that is about the time I spent

outside of the mining profession.

I came back to the nining profession. I founded my own

engineering compdny, total ly rnining oriented, and., ds such, I

was able to visit  most of the mines in Mexico.

What year did you start your own company?

That would have been about L94g or [19]50. And I sold

Canadian bits, throwaway bits, to the rnines. And f visited

M :
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the mines in Parral, in La Bufa, [Chihuahua], oh, just about

al l  over the country, so I was able to keep in contact with...

for instanee, Bob Enunett was a Texas Miner, great football

player here in the early [19]30s, and I knew him in Pachuca

and then I saw hirn again in La Bufa, Lord, the hardest place

on earth to get to.

This is La Bufa in Chihuahua?

Yes, La Bufa in Chihuahua. You had to go up to Creel then...

. Anln^ray, I played golf there with Bob Emmett in La Bufa.

(chuckles)

You played golf in La Bufa?

Yes.  You wouldnr t  be l ieve i t .

Where?

Bob Emmett was an avid, I  donft know if thatrs a correct word,

but he had always played golf in Pachuca. And he had some

holes buil t  among the rocks and, oh, Lord, (chuckles) with

Tarahumaras, actual Tarahumaras, carrying our st icks. So,

Ir l l  always rernember that with Bob Enmett. But I dontt know

i f  th is  is  what  is  requi red in  th is  in terv iew,  but . . .

Yep. WeII, how long then did you continue to have your own

engineering firm?

Unt,il about twelve years ago. That would be about Lg82 or

[  ] _e  I 83 .

So then did you retire at the end of that tirne?

WeI l ,  r e t i r e  i s . . .

In relative terms?

Yes, roughly retired because Irn st i l l  doing some mining

activity. Irm on the board of a few companies and f head the

M :
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technical committees for the board in all the areas that f

work- Thatfs one of the things that r l- ike to do, is head the

technical committee for the board.

And you have been involved very much in some of the academies,

the technical acadehies, trying to improve education.

Yes, that is correct. That is the thing I would l ike to do in

Mexico in the education. I feel that our basic engineering is

neglected in most of our schools. In fact, today at the

engineering breakfast I wasnrt surprised about the rnath

shortcomings of some of the students. Werre having the same

thing. And I have been trying very hard to upgrade the

entrance requirements in the sciences at the universities in

the mining schools. Irve found over my years of contacting

the young engineers that they were deficient in what I caII

the basics of engineering. They knew their nining and

whatnot, but whenever they got into a deeper problern that

involved basic engineering I was surprised at the lack of

their training.

Letrs go back for a minute and talk about just some of the

Iiving condit ions, working condit ions, in the early years as

you remember Mexico. You rnentioned some of the logistical,

the travel diff icult ies, of gett ing to a place l ike Ocampo in

the early 1940s. What were the actual working condit ions l ike

in the mine? For example, was this an underground mine?

Yes. It  was an underground mine.

Did you have a niII?

Yes, we had a miII and we violated aII the rules of the game,

I guess, by todayrs standards. We ran the rni l l  with steam and
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our steam was wood.

Cut locally?

Cut locally. our fuel was wood. And we had two trucks

constantly cutting down trees to fuel the mill. Whenever we

needed more cells, I had two workmen that I showed them a

picture of a Denver cel1. I think we only bought one Denver

cell and the rest we built oursel-ves. We infringed (chuckles)

on patents. Thatrs why I said, to start with, w€ broke al l

the environmental rules and all the patent rules. And we were

the only ones at the house in the niII  to have electr icity.

ocampo had no electr icity. No one else had electr icity except

Minas de Ray6n and Minas de Chihuahua. Minas de Chihuahua

became a bonanza, but no Texas Miner was working at Minas de

Chihuahua. They were just downstream, at, a little creek, from

us .

were the nines mechanized at al l?

No. We hand dri l led, no air. WeII, we had a compressor, but

that was mostly used to siphon water with what we called a

sif6n. We always used the compressor to keep us dry and keep

the shaft dry wherever we had water. And all the drilling was

done by hand.

Then you mentioned, in retrospect, of violating what we

wouLd consider today as basic environmental standards. But

what was the attitude toward the environment in those days?

WeIt, when I think of i t ,  we didntt think about the

environment. We just thought it was normal whatever we did.

Our tailings dams were in any lower spot that we could put up

that didnrt interfere with water supplies. And thatrs about

M :
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al l  we cared.

Tt was just standard operating practice?

rt was just standard operating practice.

Not only with your group, but with the whole industry?

The whole industry. And I think that was also true here in

the U.S. It  wasnrt only us. But we thought very, very l i t t le

or we didnrt even use the word environrnent.

WeII, of course, another part of that was that there were

probably very few options about other fuels. Could you even

have bought coal?

No .

Because of the transportation diff icult ies?

The transportation from Coahuila or from here, from Texas, to

get coal would have been terrible. We got diesel. We had

diesel for our compressors and gasoline. And that was about

the fuels that we used in Ocampo.

WeIl, in the []-9l4os the petroleurn fuels must have been in

short supply as wel1.

The fuel supply from Chihuahua was, I guess, adequate, but it

was so expensive to get it up to Ocampo that it would have

shut off our mine. I traveled when I was in engineering. And

a few years later I traveled into southern Mexico, in

Guerrero, where it  was just as bad even though it  wasnrt

mountainous, but it was just as bad traveling because of

r ivers, Iack of roads, lack of faci l i t ies. Oh, anyone that

was involved in mining in the early [19]40s up to, I  would

Sdy,  [ ] -9160s in  Mexico had a hard t ime.

Just from a logistical standpoint?

M :
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Just from a logist ical standpoint.

Later, when you went to work at Pachuca...now, Pachucha was a

very large mine.

Yes -

What were the main differences that you noticed coming from a

small mine in ocampo to working at a big rnine in Pachuca?

WeIl, the main difference was that I was head honcho in

Ocampo. And when I got to Pachuca (chuckles) I went back to

being a junior engineer, to surveying for the contractors,

surveying stopes, surveying, and sanpling. Whenever the

engineering off ice wanted special samples Ird take a crew out

and sarnple stopes or sample in the mine, but mostly I was

involved in surveying.

What was the makeup of the technical staff with U.S. Snelt ing

and Refining in Pachuca in the [19]40s? In the sense of they

were Mexican nationals, but there were also a lot of

foreigners involved.

Oh,  yes.  f  th ink the main s taf f  in  the [19]4Os at  Pachuca

were Americans with a sprinkl ing of English engineers. And

some of the practical miners were rrCousin Jacksrr. They were

not engineers, but they were from the old mining famil ies in

Pachuca that had come across from England.

From the English involvement there in the 1830s?

Yes, from the English involvement, In the Real del Monte area

there was some beautiful Cornish engines. And, oh, i t  was a

beautiful museum for us. And some of them were not working

anlrmore, but some of thern were still working.

Was there a nining camp or a residential area for the

9
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tectrnical workers at Pachuca?

Yes. Yes, we l ived in an area where atl  the unmarried

individuals lived and we had a Chinese cook there. It was

very nice- .A,nd the rnarried staff lived in this same compound,

but in their own l i t t le houses. We social ized mostly by

groups. The rnarried groups were always together and the

unmarried were in a separate group there where we lived.

Now, Iater, when you had your own company and did a lot of

traveling to nining camps all over Mexico you saw a variety of

the camps. Did rnost of the bigger mines maintain a compound

or a mining camp for their personnel? And what were those

camps l ike?

WeIl, aII the bigger mines had nining camps for their

personnel. And the one that stood out and was controversial

was the San Francisco del Oro compound. And that had a lot to

do with dissension and controversy in the nining industry

because San Francisco del Oro had two camps: one str ict ly for

foreigners and the other one for the Mexican engineers. And

there was quite a difference between the two camps. When I

visited San Francisco del Oro, because of fr iendship with

Henry Hanson, who was the head man in San Francisco del Oro,

I always stayed at the foreignersr, but lots of t imes f

wanted to stay at the other camp, but Henry would always sdy,

t tOh ,  t he  fac i l i t i es  a re  no t . . .we  don r t  have  any  fac i l i t i es

outside of the people that are already there.rr So he'd always

have me in the foreignerst group.

What they called the San Antonio camp?

The San Antonio camp, yeS.

M :
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Well-, wtrat were camps like, for example, at Fresnillo or Santa

B6rbara?

In the Fresnil lo camp, Hacienda Proafro and the...they \rere

very good, very good, and there wasnrt any division,

foreigners or Mexican engineers. The residence there in

Fresnil lo was called the Arizona Building, I donrt know why,

but Arizona, and thatts where we s1ept. And the place was

called Proaffo. And there were quite a few Texas Miners at the

time there. One of them was Arturo Maese. I think hers way

in the early [19]30s. And the other one was Juan Holguln,

wh ich  was  f rom my  c lass  i n  [ 19 ]39 .  Who  e l se  was  i n . . .

End of Side A

Beginning of Side B

What was the technical makeup? What I was curious about is,

were aII of the higher level technical posit ions held by

foreigners and what were the attitudes of the Mexican

nationals toward foreigners?

WelI, there f would have to sort of separate things, the way

I was brought up and the way some of the Mexican engineers

from the Mexican rnining schools, okay? First off,  in

Fresnillo the engineers that went there from Texas Mines or

from Colorado or any of the U.S. schools for practice in the

summer were given a hundred dollars per month. Room and board

came out of there. And the Guanajuato School of Mines boys

were given, I think, what amounted to about forty or fifty

M :

D :

L 1



M :

D :

percent of that in pesos. And some of them, I remember

talking to one in particular and he said, ItBy the time we pay

olrr room and board we have nothing left. rr So those things

were- . .created, what, controversies or dissensions or. .  .

Were there disparities in the rates of pay for the foreign

engineers, the graduate engineers, professional engineers,

between the foreigners and the Mexican nationals, as weII?

Yes.  There were huge d ispar i t ies.  Mexican nat ional ,  I rm a

Mexican national. I  was born in Mexico, but the fact that I

was from Texas Mines got me a better pay than the Mexican

national that came from Guanajuato. And that was a general

thing. Of course, when I worked in Pachuca, the Guanajuato

engineers were openly against me because I spoke English and

because I had a better paid. And, somehow, looking back I

canr t  b lame then.

Were there opportunities for the Mexican national engineers to

progress up the hierarchy? Cou1d they obtain higher leve1

j obs?

They mostly stayed at the engineering level. They were able

to become chief engineers and whatnot, but a few went into

production. Later, by 1950 r @, were gett ing into

production, that is, shift  bosses and superintendents. And,

again, there was a disparity between the IocaIIy trained t ot

the Mexican universit ies, and the Mexicans trained in U.S.

universit ies. Again, you could always notice i t .  This

brought on the Mexican law that every mine had to have a

Mexican national as a responsable.

A responsable was?

M :
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D: A responsable was...he had to be involved in the safety

measures of the whole mining group and he had to see that the

mining l-aws of Mexico were adhered to in the mines.

Now, that was a federal law and dates way back from the CaIIes

administration as I remember.

Well,  I  real ly cantt answer that, when, but I thought that i t

was a. . .because,  dt  f i rs t r  w€ never  had responsables and in

the [19]4Os or  ear ly  [19]50s every mine star ted get t ing a

responsable. Maybe the law was there, but i t  hadntt been

irnplemented or adhered to.

Incidently, I was pretty much against the law of

Mexicanization. And rrve arways said that, Mexico is a country

of overprotection. Werve always protected people that

manufacture poor goods, w€rve protected engineers that are not

really quali f ied, Lrerve protected workmen that are unskil led,

werve protected our r ich people from competit ion. And you

canr t  run a company,  you canr t  run a nat ion,  you canr t  run

anything with overprotection. And I felt that the

Mexicanization law set the table for a few chosen people and

brought up a crop of, not al l ,  maybe not even a majority, but

a good section of unprepared Mexican engineers.

What were some of the rnajor changes you saw in the mining

camps after the Mexicanization?

weIl,  of course, (chuckres) the outstanding exampre is Frisco.

The first thing they did was tear down the san Antonio wall

and whatnot and integrate both camps. And the other camps

that I can remember, which were the pachuca, the Fresnil lo,

the a- oh, what other big canp?

M :
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Santa B5rbara?

Santa B6rbara- Santa B6rbara wasnrt

segregated?

Segregated.

Segregated. The San Antonio camp is,

one example of the segregation between

that. .  .desegregated or

of course, the number

the foreigners and the

M :

D:

Mexican nationals.

But the makeup of the technical staff also changed after

Mexicanization?

Oh, yesr gradually, gradually. I t  didntt, change overnight

except some of the foreiqners, mostly Anericans, they 9ot, I

thought, afraid, afraid of something that wasnrt there and

they left, but a good many of them stayed on for a few more

years and f inal ly left.  But i t  wasnrt an overnight, exodus.

But when I talked to some of the Americans remaining, I

thought they had some sort of fear for their safety. And I

never saw that. I think that was not true. Most of them were

reaIly, real ly welcome as a good inf luence and training for

our  local  engineers.  f fm sorry  my memory on names is . . . f

should have been prepared because f would have liked to

Therers one part icular older, older fel low that was

in Naica [Chihuahud], maybe Salvador can remember his name,

Oh, he was instrumental in forming some very,

very, very good nining engineers in Mexico. And he stayed

until his death. And I can think, I know, there were at

least, maybe ten, f i f teen others that never left the country.

Were there enough adequately trained engineers and other

professionals to staff the nining industry after

L 4
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Mexicanization?

Yes, r think so. Guanajuato and the University of Mexico, in

fact, were graduating rnining engineers and geologists that had

gone in to other f ields because of, number one, they didnrt

see a future in the rnining business the way it was originally

set up with foreigners comrnanding the top positions. And

nining schools began to open in al l  the states in Mexico,

whereas in  the ear ly  [19]40s,  [19]50s,  f  can rernember only

three nining schools. At present, therers a mining school

here in Chihuahua, Zacatecas, Coahuila, in Hidalgo. Just

about every state has a nining school now.

After the Mexicanization there were, also, some changes that

went on in the Mexican government that influenced the nining

industry. For example, several agencies and programs within

the government agencies and government programs became much

more funded, much more active than they had been. The

Cornisi6n de Fomento Minero, what was some of the history of

that? What was the rationale? What was the government reason

for expanding the activities of an agency like Fomento de

Minero?

WelI, Fomento Minero was founded to aid the small rniner. The

history of Mexican rnining is that most of the areas that we

are mining at present were known in the early 1500s and L600s.

Most of the biq mines were opened by the Spaniards. The

history of Mexican mining is that the small miner has made the

areas. It has started almost in a grub stake, glambusino we

call ,  area. I mean, here is a man that sees an outcrop,

sarnples i t ,  brings it .  He stakes, and he sells this to a

1 5
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bigger company and then it flourishes.

The idea of the Cornisi6n de Fomento Minero was to help

this small miner keep his rnine, work i t ,  develop it ,  by aiding

him with technical heJ-p and even money, loans, in the way of

equipment, lease, sell r ot even sometimes just plain lending

the equipment. So the Comisi6n de Fomento Minero was based on

that principal.

The Comisi6n de Recursos [Naturales] Renovables, which

started just about the same time, was rnostry georogicarry

oriented to help develop zones and rook for new areas for the

mining people. These were later changed by social ist ic dears

and the conisi6n de Fomento Minero went in to owning mines

along with the consejo de Recursos. They took entire areas

and made them reserves.

National reserve areas?

National reserves.

The main inpetus of that was during the Luis [Alvarez]

Echeverrla years?

Just prior to Echeverrla. But Echeverrla, of course, was the

main pusher in national reserves and the comisi6n owning the

mines. You know, the Mexicanization came about. We had a

direct production tax on mining. rt was an aberration to...

whether you rost money or you made money you paid a production

tax off the top. And they promised us, ,rf  you Mexicanize we

take a percentage ofrf- this was an arranged deal- ilof your

production tax. t l

Okay. There was a reduction in production taxes for

Mexicanized companies?

D :
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Yes -

Ttrat was one of the prods to make sure everyone got

Mexicanized.

That was the prod. Otherwise you didnrt have to because it

wasnrt retroactive. But i t  was such an incentive when you

were barely making it with low prices. That was designed to

Mexicanize the propert ies.

The expansion of agencies l ike Consejo de Recursos Minerales

and Fomento de Minero, those have run their course and most of

that ,  now,  has been. . . theyrre great ly  reduced in  the i r

activities. Do you think, in your opinion, is that because

those programs werenrt part icularly eff icient or they have

outl ived their usefulness?

Thank God theyrve been reduced. As far as Irm concerned, wdy

back when the Cornisi6n de Fomento Minero got started, were

they useful and well oriented. Later on, as I started to say,

in our social ist ic tendencies they became owners of mines and

they were the rnost ineff icient and corrupt- (chuckles) f donrt

care- corrupt agencies that I could come across. And I said

it before, and I wiII  say i t  again, that Mexicanization was

helpful, but I was deeply against i t .

fn what ways do you think it was helpful?

Well,  i t  was helpful- in that nining had been sti f led- is that

the word, stifled- by governrnent regulations, by that

production tax. The government looked for all ways to squeeze

mining. And Mexicanization sort of opened that up. I mean,

it cut the production tax almost to nothing. And then here,

a few years now, we donrt have any more production tax. Well,
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lots of doors were opened and the law was even better. I was

instrumental. I was on the comrnittee on this new Mexican

mining law.

In what year? Recently?

Recently, recently. I had to go before the comrnittee of

Congress, our Mexican Congress, our federal congress, to try

and seII the Iaw. I spoke before the committees for the new

Mexican mining law, which was, again, much, much better than

what we had.

What were the principle new changes in the new Mexican law?

The principle change was getting away from the bureaucracy of

the old law, gett ing the Consejo out from the mining, gett ing

the Comisi6n de Fomento Minero from owning mines, rnaking it

rnuch, much easier to stake clains. Then, although it  wasnrt

in our realn, the committee made a strong reconmendation for

Hacienda to f i f t  the f i f ty-one percent. And we f inal ly got

it, but we revamped that nining 1aw.

What were the principle bad points about the Mexicanization?

WeIl, what, f consider is that the table was set up for a few

people. They got the whole pie. And the other one is the one

that I mentioned, that we were, in fact, protecting engineers

or workmen or whatever that werenrt as weII prepared as they

should have been.

What do you see? What is your personal opinion about the more

recent changes in investment laws in Mexico that essentially

al low foreign corporations, al low any corporations,

part icularly, and foreigners, to operate as a hundred percent

foreign-owned companies in Mexico? What will be the long-term
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effects of that for Mexican mining?

As far as I can see, and as far as f look at i t ,  the 1ong-term

effects wiLr be very, very beneficial.  r wourd rike to see

some sort of systern where, okay, a foreign company comes in to

Mexican mining, mines, takes a reasonable profi t ,  and not only

leaves labor income. r wourd rike to see some sort of system

where we could get the country to get a little more benefit

than just }abor.

And what would that additional benefit be? New technology?

WelI, thatrs one of the things that I saw bad about

Mexicanization. We lost a source of new technology, but I

would like to see something more than just new technology.

f rm really not prepared, I wish I hrere, to say in what way

because if we say taxes we come back to the production tax

which was terrible for Mexican mining. I would l ike to see a

mechanism that would help the country, that is, or otherwise

sornebody is going to come back and say what they said in the

[19]30s and the [19]40s,  r rHere the companies come up,  come

here, and they take all our resources and they take the money

and they go back. . .  rr and pah, pah, pah. Some of that is

inevitable and what we need is some sort of ,  I tm repeatj-ng

myself, some sort of mechanisn that would leave something more

than just labor for the country. Thatts my thinking.

End of Tape One

Side B
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Beginning of Tape ![wo

Side A

Arturo, w€rve have some conversations more in a serious vein.

Do you have some anecdotes, some of your favorite stories, of

just nining l i fe in Mexico?

One tittle story that I think is very quaint and peculiar is

Jos6 Soseya, who was a Texas Miner, f  think Class of lL9)4O,

and I journeyed to a prospect in Chihuahua that, specif ical ly

at Conchefio IChihuahua], that U.S. Srnelt ing and Refining

Company was dri l l ing and looking at. And we had to journey.

Concheflo is in the mountains of the high sierras of Chihuahua.

And we had to journey a good deal by foot. And Edmundo

Arguelles was running the exploration work there for U.S.

Sne1ting. Edmundo Arguelles was a Texas Miner, I  bel ieve,

f rom the  C lass  o f  [ 19 ]35  o r  [ 19 ]36 .  f rm  no t  su re ,  bu t  he  was

a Texas Miner. And we walked, oh, I donrt know, about,

eighteen hours. It was dark when we got to the exploration

site. And they had a little cabin and we were greeted by

barking frorn dogs and whatnot, so we were a l i t t le bit scared.

Anyway, they woke up Mundo Arguelles and he let us in and

said, t tOh, you must be t ired. . .  rr and b1ah, blah, blah, and we

went to sleep.

And in  the morning we had breakfast  and herers th is . . .he

had a Chinese cook and two big Great Danes. And when we

finished breakfast this chinese cook took our plates and laid

them on the froor and the two dogs came and licked them clean.

Then he got the plates. And he had a bueket of water and he
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just rinsed them out (laughs) in the bucket of water, dried

them, and put them back on our table. We said, rrMundo, how

the heLl can you stand this?r'  He said, rrWell r v€ havenrt got

any water .  Thatrs  a l1  we can do.r r  But  that rs  a t rue s tory .

Life was a little bit rudimentary in sorne of the mining camps

Oh,  Lord,  yes!

Now, some other people Irve talked to have mentioned that

dur ing th is  per iod,  even the [19]40s and [19]50s,  that  in  a

Iot of the traveling that they did that Mexico was really very

tranquil at the tine, that they never had problems with

robberies and things like that. Was that true in your

experience?

Oh, Lord, yes. We had no problems traveling by night, on

foot, or whatever. Of course I traveled, part icularly in the

mountainous area of Chihuahua, and never, never had a problem.

I traveled by foot or horseback.

And I had some people fron Canada and Kansas, Kincaid,

Kansas. They were in the oi l  business. And we went down to

southern Mexico in the state of Guerrero. And the state of

Guerrero has always been a sort of lawless state, even to this

day. And I was traveling with a Canadian geologist and this

Ray Yant [?], which was the oi l  man. We traveled to Guerrero,

one of the outlying places and we had to stay at a place. You

couldnrt caII i t  a hotel. I t  was just a hut there. And we

stayed overnight. Werd been traveling al l  day.

And about midnight we heard gunshots. (mimics sound of

gunf ire) They said, rr l ,ay low. Forget i t .  Go back to sleep. r l

(chuckles) I tr ied to tranquil ize my foreign fr iends. Oh, we
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lasted the night. We got up early next morning and I asked

the loca1 people what was going on. And they said, t tNo, i t

was just some fellows celebrating and they got drunk and they

started f ir ing into the air, but no one was ki l led, no one was

hurt. r l

But the state of Guerrero was, and today is, a place

where families feud. They have farnily feuds every time. And

hopeful ly- that isnrt what f meant, not hopeful ly. At least

we werenr t  on ly  not  harmed,  we werenr t . . .noth ing came about .

Nothing came of it and we were able to travel into the mine

site to where we were going. And that, is another incident

that I recall .  Otherwise, oh, f have, maybe, a lot more

stories like that, but some of then are not as funny or

peculiar as the f irst one. (chuckles)

The mining business certainly has been an interesting business

for you through the years.

Yes, yes. You know, the mining business sti l l  carries a sort

of aura about i t .  You tel l  somebody that yourre a mining

engineer . . .  r roh!  And youtve been out  to  mine.  you go

underground! It Like if it were sornething. I was underground

here, Itm eighty years old, and I was underground here a month

a l to .  So  wha t rs . . .  ( chuck les )

Whatrs  the b ig deal?

Whatrs  the b ig deal?

I t rs  just  par t  o f  your  l i fe .

Par t  o f  my l i fe .

Arturo, thanks very much for your tirne. I appreciate it.

Yourre quite welcome. Irm happy to be here and happy to
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cooperate with you in ny lirnited sense.

Thank you.

End of Interview
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