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Worl-d War II :  Border Homef ront.
OraI  His t .ory  Pro ject

Reyes V.  Torres
By Michel - l -e  L.  Gomi l la

Oc tobe r  19 ,  1 ,994

This is an int.erview with Reyes Torres, former gunner with the

United States Army Air Corps during World War II .  The

interv iew,  by Michel le  Gomi l la ,  is  par t .  o f  the Wor ld War I I :

Border Homefront Oral History ProjecL. We are locaL,ed at Mr.

Torres home at  L2t6 Wr ight  St reet ,  E l  Paso,  Texas.  Today 's

daLe is  October  1-9 ,  1 ,994.

Mr.  Torres,  before we begin d iscuss ing your  recol lect ions of

Wor ldWar I I  and your  exper iences as a POW, I 'd  l ike to  begin

the interview by asking you a bit of biographical information.

Perhaps you can begin by telling us when and where you were

born ,  p lease .

I was born here in EI Paso in ]-921,. And I went to Beall

School. I t  was an elementary school. From there I went to

Bowie High School. And f graduated from Bowie High School in

1940 in May. In Sept.ember I went to Texas College of Mines,

which is  now UTEP. And I  a t tended I I rEP,  le t 's  sdy,  for  one

year. And then I had to drop out for the simple reason that

my f inances couldn't,  manage my education.

I had a what they call  NYA job. It .  was National Yout.h



Administration. And they used to pay me eleven dollars a

month and I used to clean Ehe boiler room at Texas College of

Mines.  That  was my job.  But  Lhen,  I  d idn ' t  have

transportation. I had to walk somet,imes al l  t .he way from

south E1 Paso -  we used to ca l l  i t ,  east  E1 Paso then -  a l l  the

way to II |EP. And sometimes I just couldn'E make it .  because of

weather or lack of funds because we never had enough money for

bus or  for  s t reeLcar  [ fares l  And,  as a mat ter  o f  fact ,  there

were no buses to I l l IEP. There were street.cars.

And after that I got a job in a grocery store. And

then in March of 1-942 we got married. I had met my wife. She

was my neighbor. And we had gone together since high school-.

She was my high school sweetheart. And we married, so

event ,ua l ly  I  had to  get  a  job,  a  bet t .er  job.  That 's  when I

started working for the Southern Pacif ic Railroad. I worked

for  the Southern Paci f ic  Rai l road th i r ty- four  years as a car

man. And a car man is a mechanic of box cars and passenger

cars . In my later years I was a shop car inspect,or. And

thac ' s  a  j ob  i nspec t i ng  ca rs ,  b i l l i ng  the  owners .

And t.hen in October of l1-9l42 I got draf t,ed. The company

woul-dn't give me an exemption. And f didn't want any. I

wanted to  jo in  the serv ice because I  d idn ' t  get  marr ied to

keep away from the service. So I went into t.he service here

at  For t .  B l iss .  And f rom For t  B l iss  I  went  t .o  Kerns,  Utah.

And t .here I  was c lass i f ied.  I  was g iven a 1ot  o f  tests .  And,

I  guess,  I  passed a l1 the tests  because I  never  took basic



training at al l  r ight. there in radio school.

In Sioux Fa1ls, Sout.h Dakota, I  graduaLed from radlo

school and then f went to gunner school in Las Vegas, Nevada.

There I made an applicat.ion t.o become a bombardier. And I

passed the test and then they told me co wait for orders.

That was in - I  was waitJ-ng for orders in Boise, Idaho. I

stayed there a month by myself in the barracks wait ing for

orders. At one t ime I got. disgusted and I went and joined a

bomber crew. That, 's a combat, crew.

And from there I was sent to Fairmont, Nebraska for my

t,raining. There we f1ew, you can sdy, day and night. When

you d idn ' t  f ly  you had to go to  school .  I t  was -  you had Lo

go through three phases of t .raining for combat training. They

t,old us not to bring our wives over to Fairmont, Nebraska

during t.he training. You could bring your wife to Fairmont

when you got through with the training.

what happened, I flew almost day and night, so I could get

through with my phases, three phases. I was the f irst one to

get through with those three phases, so I sent for my wife.

Nobody knew that, my wife was in Fairmont. And in Fairmont, my

wj- fe ,  a l l  she could rent  was a,  1rou can say,  a  walk- in  c loset

because there was no place to rent. t .here. I t  was a very, very

smal1 town in t.he middle of nowhere. It  was about, oh, sdlr

ten mi les f rom the base.

f used to get up at f  ive o'cf ock in t.he morning because

I was through with my training. And everybody asked me, "R.y,



where you going? Where you been all morning, all the

af ternoon? " They didn' t know that I got a man t.o give me a

ride every morning to Fairmont, Nebraska and Itd go see my

wife. And when they found out. that I had my wife in there,

everybody started f lying and going Lo school so they could get

through with t.heir phases. (chuckles) So, suddenly, there

were a lot of wives there. And we had get togethers. And we

were so t i red a l l  the t ime of  so much f ly ing.  And,  of  course,

after my training I kept. on f lying because you have to keep on

f lying. And I was a radio operator and g:unner, a waist,

garnner.

From there we went to Lincoln, Nebraska. And Lincoln,

Nebraska was a staging area what they called. And then we had

orders to go overseas. We went, Lo Miami, Florida for an

overni-ght stop and for shots. I  guess I had about eleven

shots at one time t,here because you have to have so many shots

before you went  overseas.  From there we f lew to Puer to Rico.

And from Puerto Rlco we f lew to Brit ish New Guinea. And from

there we f lew to Reci fe ,  Braz i l .  We stayed there a couple of

days and then we f lew overseas.

We fl-ew to French West Africa [to] a town by Lhe name of

Dakar. From Dakar we f lew to Marrakesh. And lfrom] Marrakesh

we were supposed to f ly to ftaly, but there was a snow storm.

And f couldn't bel ieve it  l thaL] in North Africa t,here would

be snoh/ ,  but  i t  was ter r ib le .  And the p lanes couldn ' t  f ly .

We were completely inactive because of the mud. And the water



condit ions there were terrible. So al l  I  did Lhere was, you

can say, guard duty on the base and at the airplane.

Final ly ,  we f lew to Foggia,  f ta1y.  That  was our

destination, in Foggia. And if  Marrakesh was bad, Foggia was

worse.  I t  was tense.  We d idn ' t  have any la t r ines,  f lo

kitchen, and it .  was very cofd, bitter cold. And so we started

f ly ing there.  F i rs t .  o f  a l l ,  we f lew what  they ca l Ied mi lk

runs. We used to f Iy over the Balt. ic Sea, over t.he

Mediterranean Sea, just to spot whatever we could see, you

know, and report i t .

And then I flew some combat missions. And on my tenth

mi-ssion we were going to Regensburg, Germany. That was a very

important and long tr ip. We never got to Regensburg. I was

shot down. My plane was shot down in northern Italy on t,he

border of Austria in what they called t,he Carnic A1ps. And we

were shot down by f ighters and by f lack. I t  was terrible. We

lost  about  th i r ty- two p lanes on that  miss ion.

When I landed I landed way up high in the A1ps. And,

of  course,  when I  ba i led out  I  ba i led ouc wich a broken leg.

I was shot inside the plane. I put my leg over the window

when I  ba i led out  because f  couldn ' t  [hard ly  s tand up] .  I

barely stood up, put. my left leg over the window, and then I

rol led over to bail  out. And when I landed f saw my foot.

The front of my foot was backwards. IL was a compound

fracture. And, I g'uess, I had some skin there holding the

1eg .



For awhi le,  I  was surpr ised. I  was shocked.  I  d idn ' t

know what was going on. That was about L2:20 in t.he

af ternoon,  beaut i fu l  sun. . .  (wi fe  comnents that  he landed in

the snow) Yeah, where I landed was just pure snow and rugged

mountains . I  t .hink i t  was about. 1,2 , OO0 f eet, f  rom Len to

12,000 feet , ,  rea l ly .  I  s tood there t ry ing to  f igure what  to

do.  And I  sa id,  "We11,  I  bet ter  s tar t  ye l l ing for  he1p.  And

I better start going down t.o see if  I  can see any trees,

anyth ing t ,here. r r  When you see t rees,  for  sure,  there 's  go ing

to be water or maybe someLhing to eat because I Lhought, "I ' f l I

going to st.ay here for three or four days and I better

hus t l e .  I '

Going down f met t,he waist gunner in my same plane. And

therer s a l i t t le story about that man. When I f  1ew t,hat,

mission iL was my day of f  .  I  had my dress clot,hes ready to go

to town with a laundry bag. We used Lo go to a town and have

our laundry laundered and they would give us a chicken dinner

with what they called Red Devil  wine. And I was ready to go

to town. That was my f irst, time on a pass when t.hey came and

said, 'r  Sergeant Torres, you' re f lying replacement . I '  Well ,

they got  a  jeep.  We went  over  to  the p lane.  I  just  got  in

and we were ready to take off when I asked, rrWhere are we

going?r '  He sa id,  "Regensburg."  [ I  thoughtJ ,  "Oh,  boy.  "

And the guy that I 'm t.el l ing you about that I met there

in the mountains, t .he waist grunner, I  dj-dnrt know Chat crew.

I just barely knew t.hem. But i t  was not my own crew. That



guy was a Ku KIux lKlan] man. And when I

boy, he gave me the dirt iest. look you have

! I L C  -

got  in  the p lane,

ever  seen in  your

We}1,  when I  got .  to  h im in  the mount .a in  f  sa id,  , ,Let  ,s  go

down,  [Sergeant .  L loyd E.  ]  Webb.  We can,  t  s tay here .  , ,  And

th is  9uy,  he was so th i rs ty  he kept  eat ing snow wi th  h is

hands .  And  tha t ' s  t he  f i r s t  t h ing  they  te l l  you  i n  t ra in ing ,

not  to  use your  hands to  eat .  snow.  lThey to ]_d us l  ,  , ,Get  your

helmet  and get  some snow. Let  i t  mer t . . ' ,  Because you geE very

d ty ,  ra the r  s i ck ,  when  you ' re  a f ra id  o r  sca red  o r  when  you , re

in  shock.  But ,  ro ,  he kept  on.  And in  about .  an hour ,  he got .

f rostb i t ten so bad h is  sk in  opened on top of  h is  f ingers and

f  cou ld  see  the  bones ,  g reen ,  a l l  aw fu1 .

F ina l l y ,  we .  The re  was  a  l i t t l e  _  wha t  do  you  ca l l
-  snowbank.  And r  sa id,  'Let  rs  get  t .o  the snowbank and.

w i th  ou r  pa rachu t .es ,  use  i t  as  b lanke ts . r ,  so  we  huddJ_ed  up .

And we d idn ' t  s leep at  a l l  i t .  was so co l_d.  And,  you know, I

kep t  hea r ing  no i ses .  I  t hough t  i t  was  a  bea r .  ( chuck les )

And th is  guy,  he was a holy  roI ler ,  those guys that  pray

s inging,  |ou know. so he s tar ted s ing ing and pray ing and r

sa id ,  " r ' 1 l -  f o l l ow  you .  r ' r - l  s i ng  w i t h  you . "  And  t hen  r

s tar ted pray ing the rosary and he fo f lowed me.

wel l  in  the morning -  where we had been the snow merted,

of  course,  and r  was b leeding and he was br_eeding because he

had been shot  in  the leg,  too,  not  in  the bone.  r  was shot  in

the bone,  but  he was shot  in  the f Iesh.  Ev ident ly ,  r  mean,



the whole thing was red. And he fainted when he saw the snow.

He thought. he was going to die r ight there. I said, "No,

there' s nothing wrong wi-th us. f '  He said, "Well,  when you go

back, i f  you go back, f ind out my address and tel l  my wife

that  f  d ied very brave."  And to mysel f  I  sa id,  t rNo.  Yourre

ch i cken . "  So  I  sa id ,  " I ' 11  see  you .  Bye -bye .  I rm  go ing  down

and I 'm going co look for  he lp or  see what  I  can do."

It  was a very steep hi1l. I  was going wit.h my legs up

front  and used them as brakes because l i f  I  d idn ' t l ,  I  would

go rol l ing down the hi l1. So l ike they say here when Lhe

brakes donrt work, something happened and I start.ed rol l ing,

ro l l ing l ike a bal l .  I t  was a long,  long road.  And when I

stopped, after f got my bearings, f said, "Where am f? What

happened?" I was beat up. My leg was hurt ing very much. And

then about five feet from there - I had stopped at. t.he edge of

a c l i f f ,  about  a thousand- foot  c1 i f f .  God was wi th  me because

abouL five more feet and f would have gone down that, hiIl. So

f  s tarLed ye l l ing for  he1p.

Later in the day I heard a "helloi l  because the Germans

use t .he word,  "Hel10 !  r '  "Hel10 !  ' t  So I  s t ,ar ted ye l l ing,

' rHe11o."  (chuck les)  Wel l ,  t ,hey came up t .o  me eventual ly ,

three of them. And t.hey took my escape kit. .  We always had an

escape  k i t , .

What was in t,he escape kit?

Escape k i t . . . .wel I ,  [ inJ i t  was German money and there was

first aid. There was morphine in case we were injured, maps.



And they t,ook my cigarettes. They took my - I  didn'L have a

garn. You never have a gun because if  you're with a gun - I

had thrown my gun away, ff iy forty-f ive - because if  you're in

enemy terr i tory  wi th  a gun l ike that ,  wel I ,  you ' re in  a

f ight ing posi t ion.  So I  was d isarmed.  I  d idn ' t  have ar :y

arms. And I told them about my buddy up there. And four

hours 1aLer they came back with him.

That was a very, very serious experience [chat] happened

to me there and to Webb. See, three of them were Germans and

t.he rest. of them were Yugoslavians, what they call  the Ski

Patrol. They were always looking in the mountain for airmen

that ,  were shot  down.  F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I  had my f l ight ,  jacket .

And they would t ie - the shrouds of the parachut,e, they used

t.hem as ropes - t ,hey would t ie the shrouds of my sleeves here,

(poincs to  s leeve) ,  che f1ap,  and they just  pushed me.  And r

would go rol l ing down. I 'd be hanging from my shoulders. And

then they would bie me to my right foot. And they would cut

the shreds over  there and I 'dbe ro1I ing.  And that 's  the only

way they could bring me down.

So we st,ayed in a [cabin] .  They had a cabin t.here with

nothi-ng there. No stove. No nothing. We were hungry. That

night t.hey fed us a couple of sl ices of German bread. German

bread is  jusL l ike sawdust .  They ca l l  i t  the b lack bread.

There ' s  no  f l ou r  i n  i t . .  I  don ' t  know wha ! ' s  i n  i c ,  buL  once

you star t  s l ic ing i t ,  i t ,  c rumbs.  And i t  was b i t ter  co ld.

There was three Germans with us right. t.here. And I don' t know



where the Yugoslavians went to, but. in the morning they buil t

a sled out of tree Iogs, a man-made sled. So Lhey pushed it

that. way.

Then we got, to a place where they couldn'L use the sled

anymore. So the two Yugoslavians, two Serbs, wenL - i t .  was a

sLeep hi l l  l ike this (demonstrates angle of hi l l)  with about

a forty-f ive degree angle. And we went through t.hat, r ight in

the middle. They would build a passageway. WiLh t,he r ight

fooL they would kick t.he snow downwards and Lhe second guy

would trample on it  so we could pass through that. And the

way they carried me was piggyback. A very stout, youngl Serb

carried me piggyback.

From there, later, we goL to a horse-drawn buggy. And it

was rough, very rough. Every t ime (cIaps hands) Cne buggy hit

t .he rocks my 1eg was hurt ing. Finally i t  was a beat-up old

truck. And they took us to a church, beautiful l i t , t le church,

just l ike you see in Christmas cards. And they took us there

at the entrance of the church. At that, t ime I had a crucif ix.

I always had it .  My wife gave it  to me so it  could save my

life. By the way, that crucif ix, you know, every t ime I f lew

with my own crew I would hang it on top of t.he radio. And t.he

rest  o f  the guys would say,  "Hey!  Where 's  the cross? ' r  And i t

was a Catholic church and t.he nuns were there. And when they

saw my - I  unbuttoned my A-2 jacket. And when they saw the

cross, oh, they were so excited. And Lhey gave us a hot cup

of  tea.  And that rs  a l l  they gave us.  No food.

1_0



From there I went to a smalL Eown calIed Malt,a. And t,hey

gave me f irst aid t.here f or t,he f irst time and some hot soup.

And then from there f went to a Brit ish prisoner of war camp.

I t  was a hospi ta l .  The Br i t ish had been t ,here f ive years.

And they treat.ed me very we1l. The Brit ish had al l  the

comforts. They couldn'L even go t.o town. They'd been there

for five years so everybody knew them. There was no way to

escape. And I was treat.ed very nice there by t.he Brit ish and

by - weIl,  the Brit ish doct.ors, I  mean, the German doctors,

d idn ' t  show up for  I  don ' t  know how Iong.  Thatrs  why my

they put a cast on my 1eg. And then about, two months later my

Ieg swelled up. It ,  was bursting up on top of my leg because

t.he cast was so t ight,. And it  was a terrible smell .  Well,

they brought another German doct.or and he cut my cast, off. It

had infected because they never put an opening on my wound and

they never treat,ed it , ,  so i t  got infected. And I was hurt. ing

so much because of that cast. And then t,he sme11 ! (chuckles)

The Serbs used to give us morphine. I didn't know what

it  was unt, i l  later. So sometimes we could sleep because they

would give us a shot. They would te1l us, "Shot in exchange

for  c igaret . te ,  Amer ican c igaret tes. t t  Because the Br i t ish had

cigarettes. Boy, they had everything. And t.he Serbs didn't

get them, but they used to get cj-garettes from us and we used

to get  them f rom the Br i t ish.

From there f was L,ransf erred, f irst, to Frankfurt,

Germany. That's the interrogation center. And there, I was

1 1



in isolation for a couple of days. And when you get ouL of

isolation t.hey start asking you a bunch of questions about

your airplaner /our group. And you're supposed to say your

name, serial number, and rank. And the guy said, "We11, |ou

don' t  have to  te11 me because I rm goj -ng to  te l l  you."  And,

you know, he knew more about my outfit. than I did. They had

a beautiful setup for espionage. He told me the number of my

plane. And I didn't know the number of my plane because it

was not my own plane. And I didn't know how many planes had

been shot, down. And he told me everything. And he said, "Is

that  t , rue?i l  f  sa id,  I ' I  don ' t  know. ' r  But  i t  was t rue.  He

knew everyt,hing about my outfit. and, in fact, he knew

everything about me.

We1I, in one of his interrogations t,he German said, I 'How

come you are Mexican and you're f ight. ing for the United

Stat .es?tr  And I  to ld  h im,  r 'No.  f  'm an Amer ican of  Mexican

descent  and I 'm f  ight ing for  my country . "  And he sa id,  r rWe1l ,

I  don ' t  know how. The Uni ted States does not  l ike Mexico."

I  sa id ,  "We11 ,  t ha t , ' s  bes ide  the  po inL . "  And  a l l  o f  a  sudden ,

he started talking Spanish. And you know what? He had worked

here in  EI  Paso!

Your re  k idd ing !

He said,  in  Spanish,  he sa id,  , ,Yo v ive en El -  Paso."  He said,

'rsabes d5nde trabaje yo?" And I said, t tNo. tt  [He said] ,  "Chen

Cigar  Store."  There used to be a c igar  s tore r ight  lnear ]  the

Popular on San Antonio and Stanton. And he had worked there.

t 2
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(chuckles) He said, "Qu6 estis haciendo aqui?t '  In Spanish,

'rWhat are you doing here?'t tu1fl  f  said, "We11, I ' f i i  f ighLing

for my country." Wel1, I  t .hink I was lucky because some of

the other guys were mistreated and they were kept in isolaEion

for 1ong, long periods of t ime. I was there two days, but i t

was awful in a dark pIace, 1rou know. Even two days is too

many days.

From t.here f went to Stalag Luft fV. Now in that - I

don ' t  wan t  t h i s  reco rded .  I n  tha t  book  the re . . .

Would you l ike me to turn i t  off?

Yes,  p lease.  (Taping sLopped and star ted again)  We1l ,  in

those books that I have it  says Stalag Luft I f I ,  but f was in

IV. WelI, w€ stayed there. And in February - I  got there in

February. And we were the f irst people Lo get in there. We

opened up a new camp in what they call Keyfeide, Germany,

c lose to  Stut tgar t . .  That 's  on the border  of  Poland.  There

was sixt,y of us guys that opened up t.he camp.

And then we were assigned rooms. And t,he Germans

assigned a room leader. When I entered the room t,here, i ly

room there,  the room leader  sa id,  " f 'm not  go ing Lo s tay here

with t.hat black guy" - and that was me. He was f rom

Kentucky. . .  h i I Ib i l ly .  B ig,  ta1 l  b lond guy,  good- look ing guy.

And then those guys from New York - I had very good friends.

I made good f r iends in the training with t.hese guys. And they

sa id ,  " I f  t h i s  guy ' s  coming  i n ,  you ' re  go ing  ou t . "  So ,

f ina11y, he stayed. And, you know, he made l i fe miserable for

13



me for a few months. He always harassed me. I had a cast on

my leg and I was using crut.ches. I couldn'L say anything

because the guy was mean.

To make it  short, this guy became my best fr iend. As a

maLLer  of  fact ,  he l ived here in  th is  house,  he and h is  wi fe .

F ina11y,  he real ized.  He said,  I ' I  had read about  Mexicans.

I had read about you people being dirty and being lazy, but

Rey,  "  he sa id,  ' ryourre someEhing d i f ferent .  "  [ I  sa id]  ,  "No.

We're a l l  the same.  You just  read too many newspapers,"  I

sa id .  And  h i s  w i fe . . .my  b ro t .he r - i n -1aw saved  he r  l i f e  he re .

She was going to have - (turns to wife) what was it ,  Grandma?

A miscarr iage? And my brother- in-1aw,  he s t ,ud ied medic ine.

(Mrs. Torres remarks that he took her to the hospital)

Act,ually, h€ took her t,o the hospital and gave her f irst ald.

And they rea11y love us.  In  fact ,  next  week I 'm going to

Albuguerque for a convention of POWs and he's going to be

t .here wi th  h is  new wi fe .  He marr ied.

And, of course, in the army and in radio school f had

a lot of remarks, you know, but my mother had told me before

f  went  to  the Army,  she sa id,  "Son,  i t , ts  bet ter  one t ,han two.r r

I  sa id,  "What  do you mean by t .hat ,  MoL.her?r '  [She sa id] ,  t r I t rs

better to have one crazy glJy than two crazy guys because if

you l is ten to  a crazy 9uy,  then you ' re crazy,  too."  So t ,he

remarks f used to get in radio school and gunnery school

during my whole career, I  ignored them. They used to cal- l  me

everythi-ng. Thatts the best thing you can do, keep your mouth
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shut. Because later they became fr iends of mine and f showed

them that  I  was just  as good as they were.  In  fact ,  I  was

t.e11ing this one guy from some smal-l  town in Texas, I said,

r r l . , e t ' s  see  who 's  t . he  be t te r  man . . .who  ge t , s  be t , t e r  g rades .  "

And he sa id,  r rYoutre on.  t r  Wel I ,  f  beat  the guy.  I  sa id,

' rThat 's  to  show you Lhat  l rm a bet ter  man than you are."

And, you know, in the Army Lherets al l  kind of people

there. People from the east coast are wonderful people. The

I ta l ian people,  they ' re  beaut i fu l  people.  And even guys f rom

the sout.h. I  made good fr iends with them, but, of course, at

that tiine you know how it was in Texas. We had a lot of guys

f rom east  Texas that  they just  couldn ' t  s tand us.  Wel- l - ,  l ike

I said, you have t,o make the most of i t .  f  rm not one of those

guys that takes anyt,hing from anybody because I used to talk

back to these guys once in a whj- le, 1rou know. And I used to

te l l  them, "Why do you fee l  t ,hat  way? You don' t  know us. r r

Because when I went into the Army, iL was a cultural shock.

I l ived in the barrio al l  t .he t ime. The farthest they used to

go was to co11ege. And, al l  of a sudden, 1rou f ind yourself

wi th  a bunch of  Anglos f rom di f ferent  s tates lwi th ]  d i f ferent

customs,  d i f ferent .  ideas.  And I  wasn' t  used to  those th ings.

I  just  sa id,  ' rV le l l ,  I  bet ter  cope wi th  i t  because some of  them

are fr iendly. Some of them are not fr i-endIy. " And Lhen you

have to adjust to t,hose things because, I don't know why, in

this world there has to be discriminat, ion or hatred, things

like thaL. We were f ighting for the same cause for Che same
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country. We should have been al l  the same. Like at that

t ime, the blacks were not in combat unit,s or in the air force.

The only blacks f saw in the air force were truck drivers

and very few of Lhem. I met some Jews in prison, but they

were separated from us. They were in different barracks by

themselves. They were fun people.

The Germans didn'L mistreat us, but they have a certain

way of mistreating you. You know, we were supposed t.o get

what .  we ca l led Red Cross parcels .  I t  was a box.  And t in l  the

box they had Spam or corned beef, powdered mi1k, concentrat,ed

choco la te ,  c iga re t tes .  .  . I i t t l e  t h ings  l i ke  tha t .  .  . shav ing

equipment.. And we used to get it t.hrough Sweden, one of the

neutral countries, or through Switzerland, Lhe Geneva

Convention. We were supposed t,o get them, but, the Germans

wouldn't give them Eo us. We were supposed to get one parcel

a week for one man. So what the Germans used t.o do, t,hey

would feed us this dehydrated cabbage soup which was awful.

I t  was just  weeds.  And they 'd g ive us two poLatoes at  n ight

t ime and one sl ice of bread. There was sixteen of us in the

room the f irst t . ime. Eventually, i t  got to thirty. And we

had a guy that made a knife out. of one of those cans. And he

used t,o sl ice the bread. And, you know, we used t.o f ight for

the crumbs because t.hat bread was so stale and so hard, that

when you sl iced it .  i t  almosL broke down.



T :

Well ,  i t  was a r i t ,ual  every af ternoon to s l ice that  bread.

found . . .

End of Tape One

Side A

Beginning of Tape One

Side B

Okay. You know, we used to volunteer - weIl,  I  used to

volunteer - to go peel potatoes. They had a big room there

wit,h a bunch of potatoes. So my buddy and T, Chuck Sierra

from New York, he was a Spaniard, we always volunteered. And

we always used to take our overcoats with us because, what. we

did, we used to steal as many potatoes as we could and take

them back to our room. And then I used to make potato soup.

I was the chef . We had an oId beat,-up can [we used to cook

onl because we [didn't]  have a stove there. And we only had

twelve briquett.es, t .welve coal briquettes, and they gave away

right away. They would burn fast so we had to hurry and make

our soup. And we loved it. Everybody in that room used to

love i t  because we were s teal ing potatoes.  So at  th is  t ime we

were in a camp where there were off icers. So the off icers put

a s top to  i t ,  s tea l ing potatoes.  So Lhen I  to ld  Chuck,  t 'Let rs

do someth ing.  Let 's  s tea l  peel ings."  And,  okay,  so t .he whole

1,7



room would peel the potatoes deep, you know. And we knew that

they t.hrew t,he peelings close Lo the incinerat,or, so before

lockup t ime,  which was about  four  o 'c lock in  the af ternoon,

we'd go and get al l  Lhe peelings, wash them, and then make

more pot.ato soup. Fina11y, they put an off icer, an American

of f icer ,  as a guard wi th  the potato peel ings.  ( laughter)  So

they put a stop to that. So you know what t.hey did, some of

t,hose enlisted men? They burned the mess ha1l because they

always just had it ,  made. They had waiters. They had

everything. I 'm ahead of my story r ight now, but before I

f o rge t  i t  I ' d  t hough t  I ' d  l e t  you  know.

As I was saying, the Germans would sLarve you to death

and, al l  of a sudden, they'd feed you. So what happens? The

guy would really eat fast, and t,oo much and they would get

dysen te ry .  A t  one  t ime  i t  go t  so  bad  we  had . . . .  The  l a t r i nes

were l ike out houses. No running water. Nothing l ike t,hat. .

lThey were l-ocatedl inside the barracks. So they had a very

bad case of dysenLery that. t ime because we hadnrt eaten in two

months. And al l  of a sudden they gave us a lot of food. And

you know what? This is the dirty part. The thing started

boil ing over - the latr ines - through the hallway of the

barracks.  And the guys were so s ick.  And thenwe were locked

up. It  was at night.t. ime. And we started yell ing for help,

you know, for the $rard Lo come. And it  was awful! We needed

help in the morning. We1I, we got ouL of there fast because

rol l  cal l  was there early in the morning. They used t.o take
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us out at, six o'cl-ock in the morning, [regardless of whether

there wasl snow, cold, you know, stand us at atLenLion for a

couple of hours Ehere. And we were glad to go out for rol-1

call  that morning because t.he barrack was ful l  of excrement.

Later that day they brought the Russian prisoners of war and

they pumped the whole thing out. You should have seen. That

was the lmost] awful thing. Poor guys. We1l, those things

happen.

One t. ime t.he water well  got polluted. And we got sick,

too,  because of  the water .  We used to get  a  bucket  o f  water ,

hot  water ,  once a week.  That  was to  wash our  c loLhes.  But ,

you know, regardless of lack of wat,er, I  mean, hoL water, we

used to Eake cold showers r ight, in the winter. You had to.

IL was the policy among al l  men. Everybody takes a shower,

regard less.  We1I ,  i t  was to  be a -  what  do you ca l l  i t  *  a

sponge bath because the water  was so co1d.  I t  was just  a

bucket .  Thatrs  a l l  you get .  And then we washed our  shor ts

and our socks there with anot.her bucket,. Because we used to

cal l  them combines.  Combines was two buddies.  He'd get  a

bucket  and I 'd  get  a  buckeL.  And Lhen in  one bucket  we'd

baChe and wich the other bucket we would wash our shorts and

our  socks.

Did they issue you any type of uniform to wear while you were

in camp?

No. You had t.o use the same thing over and over again. And

j-t.  ran out. See, the United States used t.o send us al l- these
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things, but we never got t.hem.

Did you receive Let.ters from home while you were t.here?

Not, much. My wife sent me a lot of parcels, a 1ot of packages

wi th cookies and goodies.  Never  got  one.  Never .

After, in February, Lhe Russi-ans were pretty close to

our camp so we had to evacuate. And I was sLi1l l imping from

my injury, so I was assigned a t.rain. The rest of t .he guys

went on a march right through the snow, poor fel lows. But I

don ' t .  know which was worse,  the march or  the t ra in .  f t  was

one of those forty and eight cars, whaL they called during the

Second World War. f t  was a French freight car. And it  was

forty men and eight horses. You read about that.?

No ,  I  havenr t .  Wou ld  you  l i ke  to  t , e l l  me  abou t  i t  o r . . .

Wel l ,  I  d idnt t  know anyt ,h ing about  i t  e i ther ,  but  in  the F i rs t

World War the French anny used to have a car with fort,y men

and eight horses. They were cavalry. fn Lhe same car. f t

was a small car. So Lhere was sixt,y of us in that, car and,

I 'm te l l ing you,  i t  was so crowded we were just  l ike sard ines.

And we only had one bucket. as a laLrine. The bucket was on

Lop of  the box car .  WeI I ,  that  th ing got  f i l led r ight  away,

you know, so the guys started get,t ing sick.

We were supposed to travel a hundred and f i f ty miles from

that camp to the new camp. That was to Barth, Germany. That

was St .a lag I .  I t  was an of f icer 's  camp.  We were supposed t ,o

do it  in one day. And we were inside t.hat box car for nine

days and nine nights. At one t ime, the Russians
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(un inte l l ig ib le)  the t ra in .  He must  have been a poor  shooter ,

that Russian, because nothing happened. Anot.her t ime, they

took us out of the box car so we could stret.ch our legs and

everybody was so weak, you know. They lined us up in front of

a bunch of machine guns with a bunch of dogs. And I said,

"This  is  i t . "  So I  s tar t .ed pray ing real  hard.  I  sa id,  "We11,

th is  is  i t . .  There 's  noth ing we can do about  i t .u  No,  they

just int imidate you, you know. Just l ike I was t.el l ing you

the Germans - about feeding you. They starve you, then they

feed you.  You geL s ick.  You' re a lways in  the weak condi t j -on.

They didn't mistreat us l ike t,he Japanese did Eo t,hese oLher

people, buL there was enough mistreatment. I t  kept you in a

very weak cond.it ion al l  the t ime.

It was an escape-proof prison anyway. You couldn't

escape there.  To the nor th was the Bal t ic  Sea.  To the south

was the Black Forest .  And t ,hat rs  awfu l  there.

Did anyone ever plan an escape?

No,  no t  t he re .  I n  t he  o f f i ce r r s  c lub ,  t ha t ' s  a  d i f f e ren t

sLory.  Because our  barracks were e levated.  You couldn ' t  d ig

a tunnel there. I f  you escaped from there there was no place

for you to go unless you could swim twenty-one miles to

Sweden. In the cold water you're not going to do that.

There 's  a 1ot  o f  s tor ies about  escape,  y€s,  but  that  was in

the infant.ry camps.

Because I was in the Air Force. And [ in] the Air Force

we were treated as gangsters. According to the papers there
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the prisons in the United Stat.es had been opened up and al l

the prisoners had been sent to bomb Germany because we were

bombing churches and children and schools, so Lhey treated us

l ike criminals. The infantry, t ,he guys used to go work out on

the farms and the factories, they'd get. paid and theyrd get

al l  kinds of food, but, not the Air Force.

So we stayed t,here nine days in that train. And it  was

awful, awful. And when we got t,o Bart.h, I  think, mosL of us

ran when we got to the camp straight to the latr ine.

(chuckles)  We had to.  WeI I ,  I  s tayed there.  That 's  when t .he

story about the potatoes and burning the mess hal1 - f  got

ahead of my story. And then there was something else I was

going Eo !e11 you.  Oh,  I  forgot .  Let  me th ink.  (Spouse

suggests topic Lo speak about) I  think I wrote i t  down there.

f donrt remember. Let me take a break. (Taping stopped and

star ted again)

Af ter  that ,  every af ternoon around three o 'c lock we used

to have a light.ening storm and thunder and rain. It. was just

like a clock. And one of the German guards was working on an

elect r ic  po le and he goc h i t  by l ightn ing.  I t  was the f i rs t .

t ime f fve seen a man h i t  by l ightn ing.  I  saw i t  because i t

happened next Lo my barracks. That. guy was charcoal, I mean

the whole th ing,  just  l ike a p iece of  charcoal .  And at  the

same t. ime, another l ightning bolt hit  next to our barracks.

Next to our barrack were huts, four men to each hut. And

there were Canadians. And that l ight,ning ki l led four
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Canadians and burned thirty-two more. ft  was so dark and awfuL

things happened like this. Next, d"y, we had the same

light,ning. And a German plane flying over camp got hit by

l ight,ning. Now, t,hose things donrt [happen as of t .en] . .  .

unbelievable. But instead of being sorry everybody would

clap, (claps hands) you know. (chuckles)

The German guards were old men. They were alright. They

were what they called the Home Guard, the Whermacht. They

would tel l  us news once in a while. One of them woul-d trade

on ions .  We wan ted  on ions  so  bad  you  hu r t . . . f o r  c ig ia re t tes ,

things l ike that. But i f  they were caughL, watch out. They

were sent t,o the Russian front,. In fact, the guards, when the

Gestapo would come into the camp, they would go hiding. They

would go inside with us because t,hey were af raid of the

Gestapo themselves. And when the Gestapo was inside the camp,

everybody stayed in his room because they were mean. The

Gestapo and the (turns to wife) - what were the others,

Grandmother - these tal l ,  blond Germans that were Prussians.

They were mean! Oh, boy! They were mean to everybody, even

the Germans, so when those people came in for inspections

everybody stayed in his room and didn't go out.

we - t .here was a couple of casualt ies there - we were not

supposed Lo touch the warning fence. The warning fence was a

small- f ence ten f eet away f rom t.he barbed wire. And t.his gfuy

just forgot about i t ,  and crossed the barbed wire and he was

shot there. Things l ike that happened in the camps, you know,
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bad th ings.

And then there was a 1ot of sickness lsuch as] colds

and pneumonia because they didn't treaE you well.  I  never

went to the dispensary, but they just gave you an aspir in and

that. was it.. Go back to camp and poor guys with pneumonia had

to stand up for ro11 call  with al l  that snow. We had searches

at  three o 'c lock in  the morning wi th  dogs.  They 'd come in to

the room yell ing, 'rRouse ! Rouse ! " And the dogs [were]

barking. And then t.hey'd sLand you at attention because they

always said somebody tr ied to escape. No, no way. And then

sometimes they would t,ake us out of Lhe barracks at that t ime

of the morning and sLand us up there for ro11 call  freezing to

death up there. But the mistreatment Germans did, they didn'L

beat you with clubs or anything, but i t  was enough

mistreatment, you know.

How dj-d the day pass? Were you assigned duties during the

daytime?

lDuring thel daytime lwe had] nothing to do. Somet,imes the

Red Cross would send us books to read. And that 's what we

dj -d,  read.

What kind of books?

A l l  k i nds . . .wesLern  books .  I  r ead  some c lass i cs .

t.hese books that, I always wanted to read like Dumas

other guy, the French author. Lugo? Hugo? What

name? Anyway, w€ read a lot..

Did you ever lose faith in your country during that

I read

and the

was h is

t ime?
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T : No.  I  never  d id .  You know what? I  a lways sa id,  , r l tm going

back to my wife and my mother., '  Never lost hope. Once in

awhi l -e  I  would get  a  l i tE le sad.

One t ime I got a magazine. This gruy said, "H€y, Rey"

they used to ca l l  me Tex,  Rey,  Mex,  a l l  k inds of  th ings-  ' r I

got a magazS-ne here. I goL it  when I came into this camp. "

And it. was a story about. me and Webb. The headline read, rtThe

Black Menace Against the Whit.e Death. " The White Death was

the mountain with snow. And we were the Black Menace. And

then they described me there as a Negro, ds an Arab. They

didn't know what f was. They said he looked l ike a Negro. He

Looked l ike an Arab, (chuckles) l ike a South American. Now,

what. does a South American look l ike? Fooli-sh.

And which magazine was this?

It was a German magazine.

And a German had writ,Len the story?

Yeah. And I brought i t ,  back here, buL, you know, my kids were

young then and they used to look through my souvenirs and

that. They tore up everything. But that magazine, I wish I

could have it. And it shows two guys there in the snow. It

was a carLoon, you know. They didn't take any pictures of us,

but i t  was quite a story about showing that these gangsters

and al l  that. from America, the way t.hey looked. Of course,

when Lhey captured us we looked pretty bad, (chuckles) beat

up. I don'L know what. they expected. And f rea1ly would have

liked to have kept that. magazine. It  was very interesting.
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WeIl, from there we wenL through a lot of experiences in

Bar th.  There was an of f icer 's  camp.  Then we got  l iberated

from the Russians. The Russians came in and they [freed us]

one of t ,hose days. The next day al l  the towers and the gates

were lmanned byl American off icers as grrards. Now, the f irst.

part of the army, (unintel l igible) they were these displaced

persons. The Russian anny would send them up front. They

were displaced persons from all  over Europe.

And then, here comes the Russian army. Oh boy! With

t.hose big tanks. And General Sulkoff was the commander and he

was there. f got to see him. We had a big gatherJ-ng, you

know. And he says, I 'The f irst thing" - to an interpreter. He

was gj-vi-ng a speech He says, "Irm t,he commanding off icer,

nowtt - of course, he was t,he General. Our commanding off icer

was a co lonel .  He says,  "The f i rs t  order  is  knock ldown]  a l l

those towers and a l l  those barbed wi res.  You' re not  pr isoners

of war anymore. " So t,he Russians start,ed tearing down

everything.

And where was this?

In Bar t .h .

And what month?

f think j-t ,  was May 1, something l ike that. And a 1ot of Lhe

guys went to Lown, you know. They went hog wi1d. I said,

t 'No. I 'm going to keep it  safe and stay home here because you

never know what's happeningi over Lhere.rr The Russians were

wild. They were looting the homes and everything. I didn't
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see them, but the stories were l ike that.. So I stayed there

a few more days and then we got evacuate to (uninLell igible)

Camp.

The reason I say t,hat f was a prisoner of war [for]

seventeen months, which was less, was because I st.ayed in

France another month and a half. They were shipping the guys

to the United States by alphabeuical order. And when we got

to  the T 's ,  a l l  sh ipment  s topped because a l l  avai lab le sh ips,

they needed them in southwest Pacif ic, so there was no

cransportacion for me. I stayed there by myself in one camp

f or almost t.wo months.

What did you do f or t,wo months waiting. . .

Not,hing. Like I telI  my wife - she says, r 'You should have

gone Lo Paris.rr Because they would give us a hundred dollars

and we could either pick London or Paris landl have a good

t ime .  No ,  I  d idn ' t  wan t  t o .  I  d idn? t  wan t  a  good  t ime .  I

wanted to come home. A lot of those guys that went to Paris

and London got in trouble, you know. They were so weak. They

star ted dr ink ing.  You can 'L do that .  So I  sa id, ,  I ' I  bet t .er

s t .ay by mysel f  here."  A l l  by mysel f  in  one t ,ent .  (chuck les)

Then, before that, I met some of my buddies from Company

E,  my neighbors.

Tell me about Company E.

Company E is composed of Hispanics from the souLh side, from

Bowie High School, real ly. There was a few, a couple, from EI

Paso High, a couple from Austin High, and one from Cathedral
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High. But l the other members of Company E], Ehey were al- l-

f rom Bowie High School .

And what branch of the service were they in?

I tel l  you what, they used to traj-n out there on Bassett

Street. Do you know where Bassett St.reet. is?

Yes .

The armory was t.here. And when I was dating my wife we used

to go t,here and watch them march back and forth because my

mother would never give me permission to join the National

Guard, never. And I discussed it .  But al l  my buddies from

school were in the National Guard. And they went, through a

Iot of experiences. NoL al l  of them went, to war because they

t.ransferred out, but most, of them did. And they had quit,e a

story.  I  won' t  geL ahead of  the sLory because i f  you

j-nterview one of Lhese guys it  I  s better for him to tel l  you

the story. But we have always admired t.hese guys and t.heir

bravery, whaL they went t,hrough. It  was a unique unit.  Of

course, the National Guard is a big thing, but this company

was made up of our neighbors, guys that we played football

wit,h, basketball  wit,h. And they formed a club, Company E, a

social club when they came back. And we used to go dancing.

And t,hey had beautiful dances. Fina11y, most of them got o1d,

sick, and they st.opped it ,  but, they have a beautiful story.

I 'm going to show you a picture of them. And most of them are

dead now, but my buddy gave me that picture of t .hem. It 's

wonderful. What else do you want to know?
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G: So you met the members of Company E, you said, in France or

when  you . . .

They were prisoners, too.

And what happened from there?

WeIl, some of them got shipped out. And I stayed there. And

we came back we used to meet here and social ize. we used to

visit  each other and go to dances, have part ies, and things

like that. we were young then, but as we started $ett ing

older we kind of drif ted apart.

So when you came back to EI Paso, what was the reception l ike?

How did people treat, you?

We1I ,  okay.  (Mrs.  Tomes urges Mr.  Torres to  d iscuss t .he

Stanton Club) Oh, yeah. That was a bar here downtown. They

cal led i t  the Stanton Inn.  And boy,  i - t  was fun!  A11 the GIs,

vet,erans, would get. t .here, you know, and te1l our stories.

And what was the name of t,he.

Stanton Inn.

Stanton Inn?

Yeah. And t,he more beer we drank t,he more we exaggerated our

stories. ( laughter) When I came back I started working right

away in my job. And this is one of my regrets, you know. My

wj-f e kept. saying, "Go Lo co11ege. Go t,o col lege. " But I had

something in my mind that f had to work and - I already had a

son - that. I had to provide for my family, you know. The old

Mexican feeling that f got to work to support my family. I

d idn ' t  go to  school .  To te l I  you the t ru th,  coming back was
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anot.her eultural shock because you've been a prisoner of war.

You come back and it , 's hard to adjust. I t  shouLd be very easy

to adjust, but for some reason, most of us, w€ always thought

about having a good time. And I ' l-I admit it I was one of

them, but I was working, working very hard on t.he railroad.

And I never missed work or anything l ike t.hat, buL I didn't

set t . le  down,  rea11y,  in  my mind unt i l  years la ter .  I  sa id,

"Hey, whaL' s up? " But i t  was too late f or me t.o go to

col lege.  I  had a 1ot  o f  oppor tuni t ies for  bet ter  jobs than at

Sout .hern Paci f ic .  In  fact ,  one t ime I  appl ied for  a  job in

For t  B l iss ,  c iv i l  serv ice -  good job -  and I  passed.  And T

didn 'L want  i t  a f ter  a l l .  I  s tayed wi th  the ra i l road.  My dad

was a rai lroader. My uncle was a rai lroader. A11 the family

were rai lroaders. And [this wasJ one of Lhe reasons [why] I

s tayed there.  But  f  should have -  weI l ,  f  don ' t  know.  The

regret, f  have right. now is that I didn't go to col lege, but, I

don ' t  have any ot ,her  regrets .

I have a beautiful f amily. Two of my kids grad,uat.ed

f rom UTEP. One's  work ing at  Whi te Sands lMiss i le  RangeJ wi th

a very good job. And t,he other two are doing f ine. So I have

a wonderful wife and family. There's no regrets. The only

regret t,hat I should - I  knew I could go Lo college because I

was very strong in math and things l ike t.hat. And it .  would

have been easy for  me except  that ,  we1l ,  I  don 'L know. I  just

couldn ' t  ad just  a f ter  [be ingJ a pr isoner  of  war .  Some people

do,  some people don ' t .  But  we' re doing f ine.  My wi fe  and I
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have wonderful t . imes. We understand each other even if  we

argue . But that ' s part of the f un, t,o argue , you know,

because you can't be lovey-dovey al l  t ,he t ime. You have to

d isagree.  But .  we ' re a lways together .

Did the government recognize t.he t,ime spent. . .

As far as compensaLion, you mean?

Yeah ,  o r . . .

We1l ,  I ' f l I  a  hundred percent  d isabled.  In  other  words,  I tm a

hundred percent unemployable and I 'm seventy percent. disabled.

f came back with ulcers and then a nervous condit ion and then

my 1eg, so the three disabil i t ies gave me a seventy percent

disabil i t .y rat, ing. See, when I completed my thirty-four years

in Southern Paci f  ic  I  sa id,  I '  IL  I  s  t ime to ret i re .  r r  AI I  I

needed was to get from the VA my hundred percent. I know I

could get i t  anytime, buL I didn't.  want to get i t  because I

wanted to have enough t ime with the Southern Pacif ic to get a

fu l l  pension.  So I  re t i red at .  f i f ty - f ive on d isabi l i ty  f rom

the Southern Pacif ic because the VA, when they examined me and

checked al l  my medical t ,hings, they gave me a hundred percent.

So when I went to a hundred percent, to the Southern Pacif ic,

Southern Paci f ic  had to  ret i re  me.

I think what. I 'm gett ing at is I want you to

some of the awards you were decorated with.

modes t .

me about

don' t .  be

f '  11 te1l you one thing about t.hat. The Air Force usually

doesn' t get too many awards or anyt.hing. When I got shot

te11

And
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down, in my heart I  knew that I shot down an ME-1-09.

Wha l ' s  an  ME-109?

It. ' s a German f ighter plane. And who am I going to t,elI that

to? I was shot. down. My group back in the base, they didn't.

know t.hose t.hings. Nobody interrogat.ed me. Nobody brief ed

me.  So in  your  mind -  i t 's  just  l ike my Purp le Hear t .  I  had

a hard t ime gett ing my Purple Heart. f  had to get a statement.

from my buddy that I was wounded and al1 that.. I  didn't.

what .  I 'm t ry ing to  te l l  you is  I  don ' t  be l ieve t .oo much in

awards because in my case therers no such thing in the Air

Force. In bhe infantry you have a lot of witnesses and they

can put you up for a Brown Star or something l ike that. In

the Air Force very, very seldom do you get a Silver Star. A

few pi lots have t,he Congressional Medal of Honor because they

flew their planes back to London under very bad condit ions or

some fl ight engineer put out a f j-re, things l ike that, But as

[far as provingl bravery in the Air Force, how can you prove

that you were brave?

But you did get a Purple Heart,.

I  goL a Purple Heart and I got my Air Medal and - (turns to

wi fe)  what  e l -se do I  have Chi ta? (Mrs.  Torres te1 ls  h im he

received a Good Conduct. Medal). Huh? Oh, weI1, I  was always

a good boy.  Those th ings I  don ' t  even (chuckles)  count .  My

POW medal and my Purple Heart and my Air Medal. That. 's about

t.he only things that I appreciate reaIIy. I  have a Iot of

campaign ribbons and awards [American Campaign Medal, European

G :
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Campaign Medal, European African Middle EasLern Campaign

Medal ,  Wor ld  War I I  Medal l ,  but  I  donr t  pay at tent ion to  those

th ings.  And f '11 te l l  you one th ing,  honest  to  God,  f  have

lost al l  Lhe value on awards and medals. f  '11 te1l you why.

You can buy them t.hrough a catalog. f 've seen some of these

veterans in  t .hese veterans '  parades and veterans '  occasions.

f 've seen guys with t.he Silver St.ar. Now, you can buy that.

any t ime and pin them on your shirt or whatever, on your cap.

And I donrt bel ieve in that. The one I bel ieve is the

Congressional Medal of Honor, the Distinguished Flying Cross,

t.he Distinguished Cross. Those are t,he really good awards.

Did you receive any of t .hose awards?

No, no. Like I tel1 you, how could I receive anything if  I

don't,  have any wit,nesses or anything? what, I  did was not

hero ic .  I t  was endurance.

In your mind it  was endurance.

I think I saved Webb's hands because when he got frostbitten

I opened my A-2 jacket and my other shirt and I wrapped his

hands around me. And he loved that because he kept warm.

That ,  who am I  go ing to  te1 l  whaL I  d id .  I t ts  very hard.

Where is Webb now?

Hers in  F lor ida.  And he came to see me and he sawmy fami ly .

He was realIy impressed with my family and my kids and - now,

this g'uy was a Ku Klux man. Oh, boy! He used to LeIl me t.hat

I 'You know what I used to do for fun, Rey, on Sundays?rr I

sa id ,  i lNo .x  [He  sa id ] ,  "We l l ,  I  used  to  ge t  me  a  n igge r  f rom
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Nigger Town and te1I him to go ahead. f had a pickup truck, ' '

he said. I 'Now you run, you nigger, or Irm going to shoot you.

And that nigger used to run and run and run until he passed

out .  Then we'd go k ick h is  but t . "  That  was the guy.

Has he mellowed out any?

Huh?

Has he mellowed out. any?

He has, yeah. But he came back here. I know he real1y l iked

me because f showed him that he was not the man he said he

was, you know, because he started crying l ike a baby. And he

star ted cry ing,  n  I  rm going to  d ie  .  f  'm going to  d ie  .  r t  I

sa id,  "No,  you ' re not  go ing t ,o  d ie . "  And l ike I  sa id before

f didn't say i t  - t .he way it  was because he said, "You tel l  my

w i fe  t , ha t  I  d ied  a  he ro . "  r rNo , ' r  I  sa id ,  " you ' re  no  he ro . "

( laught,er)

Do you keep in  touch wi th  any other . . .

End of Tape One

Side B

Beginning of Tape Two

Side A

Well,  I  kept contact. with some of my buddies from POW. Robert

Clemmon f rom Li t t , Ie f ie Id,  Colorado. . .  (Mrs.  Torres corrects

Mr .  To r res  on  name o f  t . own)  . . . L i t t l e ton ,  Co lo rado .  We 've
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been writ ing each other f i f ty years now. And we send

Christmas cards and we correspond with each other. And l ike

r said, Webb came over Lo my house.

And I '  11 te1l you a l i t t1e story about the pi lot t ,hat I

f lew with when f was shot down. I didn't know who he was

because,  l ike I  to ld  you,  i t  was a d i f ferent ,  crew.  Reading

the POW magazine he saw my name that. f was one of t.he members

of the POW organization. And he called me long distance right

away.  He said,  r rYou' re Rey Torres that  f lew wi th  us that

day?"  [ I  sa id]  ,  I 'Yeah. ' r  Because I  d idnr t  know mosL of  those

guys in that crew. And we made arrangements to meet in

Albuquerque. And we met for the f lrst t ime. That was four

years d9o,  (Mrs.  Torres corrects  date)  about  f ive years ago.

And we keep in touch and we call  each other. His wife died.

We met her over t,here in Albuquerque. And he's a car salesman

over there. But. i t 's funny. When I went to Albuquerqnre he

said, rrf knew it was you because f knew you were Hispanic, but

I didn't,  know how you looked or anything l ike that." And I

d idn ' t  know how he looked e i ther .  So we met .  for  the f i rs t

t ime.  And we've been corresponding wi th  each other .

f went to a POW convention. No - my outf i t ,  f f iy 451st

Bomb Group - we went t,o a convention and I met. him t,here. And

we went to Fairmont, Nebraska where we had our t.raining.

There's no town anymore. The airf ield is deserted, but, we had

a nice ceremony there. And then after that we went Lo a

luncheon. And can you imagine? Our commanding officer was
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General Eaton. And that guy was a no-no. He was from West

Point .  You couldnr t  touch h im.  You couldn ' t  ta lk  to  h im.  f

think he l iked my wife. We sat with him at Lhe same table

and, you know, he and my wife had a wonderful relat. ionship

there t.alking. And this guy wouldnrt talk to anybody. And

even my partner said, ' tHow come you're sit t ing there with old

so and so? ' r  I  sa id,  "We11,  he sat  down here.  We were a l ready

here, but he sat, down with my wife and t,hey had a good time

talking. " And he was a grouch, that guy. He recently died.

General Eat.on -

And we kept in touch wit,h some of the guys. We used to

keep in touch. Not. an)rmore, l ike Chuck and al l  t .hose guys.

f know where they l ive. (Mrs. Torres reminds Mr. Torres about

Chin)  Oh,  Chin.  The one that  I  to ld  you thaL d idn ' t  want  to

st,ay in the same room with me. I 'm going to meet him in

Albuquergue next  week.  We're going -  my wi fe  doesn ' t  want  to

go, but I want her to go with me and my daughter - and we're

going to meeL each other over there.

And you're having a convent. ion?

Uh*huh, in Albuquerque. We've been to several conventions,

the VFW and the - f  belong t,o VFW, DAV, Purple Heart, POW, Air

Force OrganizaLJ-on,  and I 'm a l i fe  member of  a l l  o f  them. I

donr t  go to  meet ings.  f  don ' t  go to  meet ings anymore because

I don't drive at. nighLt. ime, but I go t.o meetings. I mean, I

used to go Lo meetings and was very active for many years.

Not. anymore. I got sick and t ired of al l  those meetings. But
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I rm  a  l i f e  member  and  we  have  a  l o t  o f  f r i ends .  . ve te rans ,

I i ke  Company  E ,  and . . .  Bu t  l a te l y  i t ' s  ve ry  ha rd  to  ge t

together ,  but  we do get  together  by phone.  We cal - l  each

other .  My f r iends ca l l  me or  I  ca l l  them every ten days,

wha teve r .  So  th i s  i s  t he  way  i t  i s .

Okay.  Would you l ike to  ta l -k  about  anyth ing e lse,  d f ly  o ther

memories you may have?

We1 l ,  I  don ' t  know.  We l - I ,  my  fam i l y ,  l i ke  I  a l ready  to ld  you ,

t ha t  l t hey ' r eJ  wonde r fu l  k i ds .  They ' r e  a l l  -  ]  l o ve  t hem. . .

the grandchil-dren. And I have t.wins f or grandchildren and

they  p lay  the  gu i t . a r .  They t re  mar r i ed  to  -  t he i r  f a the r  i s  an

Ang lo .  We l -1 ,  Lhey ' re  j us t  as  da rk  comp lex ioned  as  I  am.

( laughter)  No,  everyth ing has been very normal- ,  not .h ing ext ra

spec ia l  o r  any th ing  l i ke  tha t .  I rm  happy  the  way  f  am.

I 'd  l ike to  thank you for  the t ime that  you spent  wi th  me.

Wel1,  I  want  to  thank you for  spending t ime wi th  us,  too.  I

had never  done anyth ing l ike th is  before and I  was k ind

sca red  o r  l ee ry .  I  t o ld  my  w i fe ,  r rHe1r ,  s tay  c lose  to  me

you  can  he lp  me .  r r  ( l augh te r )

I t .  wasn I  t  so bad.  was i t .  ?

No .  Rea11y ,  t h i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  t ime  tha t  I  shou ld  say  I  t a l - ked

abou t  my  exper iences  th i s  way .  No t  s ince  L945 ,  [ 19 ]  45  when  we

used t .o  get  together  wi th  the guys and dr ink beer .  ( laughter)

We l1 ,  I  d idn ' t  b r i ng  any  bee rs  today .

Wel- l  I  don ' t  dr ink anymore.

anymore.

(  laughter) I  don ' t  d r i nk
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Okay.

Thank you very much, Mr.

Thank you, Michel le.

And f want your address

this gruy f rom Company E.

Sure .

Okay. I have to cal l  and

avai lab le because theyrre

Okay. This is the end of

Okay.

Torres.

and phone number again so I can caIl

Would you be interested?
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find out who

al l  in  pret ty

the interview.

i s  no t  s i ck  o r  who ' s

bad shape.

End of Interview
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