
University of Texas at El Paso University of Texas at El Paso 

ScholarWorks@UTEP ScholarWorks@UTEP 

Combined Interviews Institute of Oral History 

10-18-1994 

Interview no. 869 Interview no. 869 

Mary A. Lacy 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews 

 Part of the Oral History Commons, and the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Interview with Mary A. Lacy by Michelle L. Gomilla, 1994, "Interview no. 869," Institute of Oral History, 
University of Texas at El Paso. 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Institute of Oral History at ScholarWorks@UTEP. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Combined Interviews by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@UTEP. 
For more information, please contact lweber@utep.edu. 

https://scholarworks.utep.edu/
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/oral_history
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F869&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1195?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F869&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F869&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lweber@utep.edu


World War ff :  Border Homefront
Oral Hj-story Proj ect

Mary A. Tracy
By Michel le  L.  Gomi l la

October  18,  7994

This

Michel le

Proj ect .

S t ree t ,

is an interview wit,h Mary Lacy. The interview, by

Gomil la, is part of t ,he World War ff  Oral History

We are located at ,  Mrs.  Lacy 's  of f ice at  9400 Montana

E1  Paso ,  Texas .  Today ' s  da te  i s  Oc tobe r  18 ,  L994 .

L :

Mrs. Lacy, before we begin discussing your recollections about

World War ff ,  f 'd l ike to begin the interview by asking you a

bit of biographical information. Perhaps you can begin by

tel l ing us when and where you were born, please.

I  was  bo rn  i n  San  E l i za r i o ,  Texas ,  Oc tobe r  10 ,  L936 .  The  bes t

recollection that, I have about. my birthplace is t,hat I was

born at, home in a little house that belonged to my grandmother

and my grandfather. And from what I remember I was my daddy's

gir l- Lhatrs whaL my mom tel ls me- and that the house is sLi l l-

there.  f 've been back to  v is i t  as an adul t .  And i t ,  had d i r t

f loors and ceil ings with rafters and very simple furniture.

But Dr. Love, who was a physician that f remember Mother

t.el l ing me about, was t,he one that delivered me, but i t  was at

home. And the nurse was named Aurora. And I've never met

them, but |ve heard many, many tales about how he delivered

a l l  o f  Mo the r , s  ch i l d ren .



And it  was interesting being in the valley and the

cot ton patches.  And as a l i t t le  g i r l  that 's  about  at l  I

remember. . . is  go ing across the d i tch to  my grandma's.  And

lshe lived inl a big adobe house. And tf rememberl how they

had little rooms that were st,rictly reserwed for company or

when somebody died or when somebod.y got marrj_ed. My

grandmother was a very stately looking woman with braids and

her hair always combed back. And my grandfather was- we

called him , 'Griero, 
" 'rGreen Eyes, r because he was very fair.

r arways Ehought he was a tyrant, but the wasj probably not

because he looked at us r ike he was kind of mean, but that 's

how we perceived him and rrm sure he wasnrt. r know that, my

aunts and uncles . . . there'i s about t,hirteen of t,hem in Ehe

family and a couple of Ehem had died. And she raised them a1l

in that one home. And my dad was one of those. My dad was

about Lhe fourth one, r bel ieve, the fourt,h or f i f th in the

structure of the family. And my dad was fair ly dark. My

mother  isn ' t ,  as dark.  And so a l l  o f  us in  the fami ly ,  we,re

just a I i t t Ie biE of shade of anyrhere from the green-eyed,

blue-eyed, to the dark eyes, and l ight-skinned Eo dark-

skinned. So when we al l  get together we,re kind of an

interest, ing group of Sinchez kids.

Anyhow, f remember back in those days that one of the

things that has carried on in my l i fet ime is t,hat my mother

was so into creanliness. My mother kept an inmnaculaEe house

in her younger days and we always had t,he neaLest of clothes.



Mother sewed. And she always insisted that we have Sunday

shoes,  Sunday socks,  Sunday dress,  a  Sunday hat .  We had

schoor  shoes,  school  dress,  and we a lways had tennis  shoes,  so

we were a lways very neat ly  and appropr ia te ly  dressed.  And as

r  g rew o lde r . . . f r om the  days  o f  be ing  down  in  san  E1 i l za r i o ]

that  we cal led i t .  .we were a lways the s6nchez k ids who a lways

looked real  perked and real  pret ty .  And that 's  someth ing that

a l l  o f  us remember to  th is  very day,  that  she a l -ways ins is ted

thaL we were c lean and pret ty  even though,  probably ,  in  a lo t

of  sense we were real ry  poor ,  but  we real ly  d idn ' t .  know that

we were poor  because we a lways had enough to eat .

And we a lways d id th ings t .ogether .  We never  had a

car .  we a lways walked.  we rode the s t reet  car  or  the bus

when the buses came into being. r remember when we were down

in san El i  wi th  my aunts and uncles we walked to  church.  r t

was about a two-mile wark every sunday with our sunday shoes

and our sunday hat. And you never missed church. And you

arways had sunday d inner ,  whether  i t  be a roast  or  a  ch icken

or  whatever ,  but  i t  was a lways sunday d inner .  so those were

fun  days .

f remember when my mom and my dad- my dad apparently

worked for  the El  Paso Boundary or  the I In ternat iona]_ l

Boundary [and wat .er ]  commiss ion.  .  .yeah,  Ef  paso Boundary

commiss ion.  And we moved.  And,  r  guess,  that  was the onset

after the Depression. r know that everybody had real hard

t imes because r  remember my mom ta lk ing abor . r t  i t .  r  rea l ly



don't remember those times because we were always shelLered

from that.

But we moved on Myrtle Street. That's the house f

remember- rt was an apartment. rt was LrL4 Myrtle street.

And we had ro walk down some stairs. And there was some other

families [who] l ived behind us. And interestingly, we had to

share a common bathroom, which r hated.- r remember not liking

that at all- and one big bathtub. we always had to make

arrangements for us to go in t,here and take a bath. And in

that same lit,tle neighborhood was a lady named dofia Maria, who

used to sit and make fresh torti l las. r learned how E,o make

tort, i l las, corn t,ort, i l las, and pat t,hem out,.

But MoEher- I guess Ehe war was getEing close and

times were hard because my dad was a, r think, he was a

mechanic for the Boundary Conunission. tHel did not make a lot

of money. And by t,hat, t,ime Mother had f our of us. There were

four of  us.  so she puE us alr  in cathol ic school .  so r  went

to catholic schoor my first few years except for f irst grade.

First grade r went Eo- Eo jump back a rittre bit- r went to

live with my grandmother, who was my mom,s adopted mother

because my mom was adopted. And her name was Kika, Francisca,

and so we called her Kika. And r went to the f irst, grad.e in

that one-room house in Clint where E,hat l i tt le sLructure sti l l

is there. And r remember t,hat f irst grade is the only one r

went there.

My grandmother aE that time had a ritt,le store riqht next



to what we call  Chano's Bar, which is lowned byl Ray Montes,

who was our sheriff here in El Paso. And f remember him as a

l i t t le gir l  because they had mean dogs and they used to chase

me. And f even t,alked Lo him about i t .  f  t  was kind of fun.

But my grandmother had a little mercantile store t,here and it

was kind of fun. And I remember that real well .

But, an)rway, from LhaE year on to t,he t,ime my dad died

af ter  the war  s t ,ar ted we went  to  St .  Mary 's  CaChol ic  School ,

which was right down the street on Myrtle about before you gec

t,o E,he Immaculat,e Conception Church on Campbell . f don't

remember what sLreet that $ras. But, anyway, we wore uniforms

t ,hat  I  hated. . .navy b lue,  whi te ,  and whi te  sweaters.  And we

all had to wear brown shoes and white socks. I mean, you wore

Ehat, forever and ever and ever, so |m noL very sensit ive Eo

the issue of uniforms in these days because r had to wear them

when f was there.

But, I t,hink something t,hat realIy impressed me at,

that, t,ime was t,hat we knew E,haL things were differenE and we

knew t,hat there weren't a Iot of dads around. r remember

that. And t,he sisters r,vere very f irm and very stern wit,h us.

And they were very str ict discipl inarians. r think something

Ehat r feel l ike we have goLEen away from tisl thaE in school,

r Lhink, that discipline is very much needed. I remember

sitt ing. And you had to sit  up straight and you didn,t slouch

over. And you had your Big Chief book, those Big Red Chief

pamphlets, and, I mean, you didn't waste them. You did.n't



scribble on them. I mean, you wrote on them because paper was

a commodity Uhat you had Lo luse wisely]. I t  was sacred. You

didn'L throw it ,  away. And pencils [were also a connnodityJ.

f remember the siscers going around and walking and watching.

ff you didn't do your work, t ,hey,d tap you with a ruler.

Whoppo, fou know! And you didn't bl ink an eye. You did that

and . . . .

But in addition to all that f remember my brother Ray,

who is  next  to  me. . .a  couple of  years younger  than I  am. Ray

was always kind of rambunctious and, you know, he'd have a

tendency to get a l i t t le out of hand sometimes, but t,hey kept

him right in l ine without, any problem with those l i t t , le rurers

t,hat they carried around.

I remember being very vocal even in the younger grades.

f used to love t,o dance, so I remember dancing. We used to

have 1iLt, le plays in the classroom and so you had t,o choose a

dance. I used to make up [dances]. I  remember making up my

own and . . . .  So  f  was  c rea t i ve  even  when  I  was  l i L t l e .  I  used

t,o l ike to perform and do that kind of Ehing. So those days

I remember very weII.

I remember the street on Myrtle and all the families Lhat

lived t,here were there until way af ter the war. I remember

thaL any news that came to Ehe cornmunity was through Ehe

ner^tspaper boys on the corners. They used to ho1Ier, "Extra!

Ext ra!  Read a l l  about ,  iE, ! ' '  And we'd a l I  rush out .  we 'd a l l

dig for our pennies. r think the Extras were l ike f ive cents.



And we'd gret our Extra. Werd al l  sit  and Mother would read

Ehe Extras and EeIl us what was going on.

And Ehen for what.ever smalI amount, f ive cents or

whatewer,  Een eents,  that  t i t  cost l ,  w€ used to go to  the

movies. We'd always go on the weekends to watch the news reel

to see what was happening at the war, what was happening with

our troops. And our favorite theater, of course, was Ehe

Plaza Theater. ThaE, was beautiful.  Even unLil  I  was in

college that was Lhe best place to go for the date. You know,

you sit in the balcony. ( laughter) And I remember the State

and the f-arsft**t €)"\ cr'vrr'a"'r;

And in those days people didn't have a lot of money and,

Y€L, you took t ime to reaIly look feminine and dress up. I

remember, afEer, my mom always had a charge account at the

Popu1ar. She' s had a charge account at. t.he Popular probably

from Lhe day Ehe Popular opened, I think, and knows everybody

downtown at the Popular and at Given Brothers, f  Ehink. f

donft know if Given Brothers is any longer in business, but

they used Eo have the f irst class shoes. Gj-vens and Lhe Three

B Store,  Lhose were compaEib le s tores.  And EhaE's where

mother  d id  a l l  our  shopping for  shoes.  So,  reaI ly ,  we d idn ' t

grow up thinking Lhat. we were poor. In essence, w€ probably

lwere l  f inancia l ly  lpoor ] .  We were,  but  we reaI ly  never

really Ehought we were.

Our l i t t le apartment had a big kitchen. And then around

the edge of the kitchen Ehere were beds and- i t  was kind of a



sofa bed like thaL you would open up and you would sleep on

there. And then they had a bedroom and living room combo.

So, reaIly, i t  was l ike two huge rooms and al l  of us were in

those rooms.

What f really do remember is coming home one Sunday.

we had all gone Lo church and Mother was cooking. And, in

fact, she was making corn beef with graqf that you put on

toast .  She'd a lways make that  or  je l to  and she 'd have

poLatoes and beans. That was a staple. We had poUatoes and

beans and rice for everything. And she made t,ort i l las. I

mean, t,hat was- you never starved eating al l  of those things.

Now, today, iL's a delicacy. You go buy those Ehings, you

know. Mother used t,o make Lhem fresh. And I remember coming

home and we were al l  sit t ing l istening to the radio. And we

were l istening to one of the famous programs. And f dontt

remember whether it was- it, wasn't Amos and Andy, but it. was

one of t,hose- and Ehey interrupted t,he program and said Ehat

Pearl Harbor had been bombed. And we all got real upset

because we couLdn't,  hear the rest, of our program because the

program didn't come back on because al l  these were the news

about t,he bombing of Pearl Harbor. And then pretty soon we

heard, you know. We saw the Extras that Lhe Uniued SEates had

gone t,o war.

hlel l ,  i t  didn't make a great impact on us at that t ime

because my dad was not, drafted into t,he war until towards the

end of the war [according tol my undersEandj-ng. And so he was



always working. But he did work on lhe force of the,

IInternational Boundary and Water Commission], you know, with

the Cornmissioner...whaEever they were doing, the mechanical

work. He was involved in a Iot, of the war effort and so was

everyone e1se.

I remember my mom shopping at this grocery store named

Henryrs,  Henry Alba 's  Grocery Store,  because we used to have

Lo run down to fthe store]. f t  was abouL three blocks. We

thoughL it was like forever to run down three blocks. And he

gave Mother a credit and so it was like charging our

grocer ies.  So she paid i t  once a month.  And we'd go down

there and get what was needed. He just wrot,e up a bi l l  and

we'd bring iE back. And I remember during the war we had

Iit , t . le ration books. And sometimes we'd run out of sugar or

werd run out  o f  f lour  or  Mother  would g ive us a l i tL le  coupon.

Werd have Lo lmake do] . And Ehat's al l  you could get for t,hat,

until the next E,ime the books came out . And you' d have to get

t,hat part icular thing.

Mother was very frugal during those Eimes because

times were hard. r do remember E,hat. going down to san Eli and

riding the bus and going Lo the coccon f ields, which is

Alameda Street now. And, you know, Ehat was nothing there.

And it just. seems like it was forever and ever and ever to get

to san Eli. But my grandfather at thaE t.ime had a garden and

he had corn and stuf f .  We'd br ing some of  Ehat  back,  so we

always had stuff l ike E,hat to eat in addit ion t,o what Mother



fixed and whatever, you know. But she was very independent

because she wasnrt really from this part of the country.

Mottrer was born in New Mexico and had her own story to tel1

abouc her personal life- and which I never did find out until

I was an adult because she would never talk about it.

But when my dad died, my dad- weII, let me back track.

I remember my dad coming home and telling my moEher one day

that, he was being drafted. And it was towards the end of the

war. And because they were- lthis is] my understanding during

that. t,ime- they were not taking gent,lemen that had children,

a lot of children. They were leEting them stay back and doing

all Ehe home stuf f that needed t,o be done f or the war ef fort,,

but Eowards the end of the war they were drafting everybody

and anybody. I undersLand t,hey needed the men, so I remember

my dad geEt,ing drafted. And he went. IE was like in, oh,

maybe October, somewhere around there. And we saw geE him in

uniform and we saw him leave. And Ehen he came back around

Thanksgiving, right around Thanksgiving, I t,hink. It was not

Christmas. IE, was around Thanksgiving.

And I remember going to school and saying, "Humph!

You know, I  don' t  th ink my dad's going to come back. He's

going Eo war.r' And t,he sisters got really upset wit,h me

because I said Ehat. And Ehey told me- they used Eo call me

A1icia. See, Ry name is Maria Alicia and, somehow, during my

years Al ic ia dropped and I  just  kept Mary,  but  anyway.. . .  And

t.hey warked me home. And t,he sist,er walked me home and wanted

r_0



to know if it was true that my father was going to war and he

wasnrt coming back. Of course, Mot,her was just in awe [and

asked m€1 , ItHow could you dare say such a thing?" you know.

And it 's always kind of haunted me because my dad left r ight

after that and Mother- we couldn't go Lo the train station-

and Mother wouldn't Eake us because we were in school. And he

said goodbye to a1I of us. And that was the last. t,ime f ever

saw him. And they went and had some pictures taken. And I

don't know what else Ehey did, but an)rway, they had some

pictures taken. And those are some of the last pictures Lhat

Mot,her has of her and him toget,her. And he lef t .

And during t,hat f irst,- and I don'L remember exactly

where he went, Fort Hood, maybe. And from there he was

shipped t,o Germany. And from what I understand, his position-

because we had some very dear fr iends, the Stewarts, that

l ived next door Lo us on Myrtle Street,. Sarah Sue and I have

maint,ained a f r iendship. She is a nurse in Kansas City,

Kansas. And Sarah and her sisE.er Gail and I have been by to

see them occasionally since I have been married. And Mr.

S tewar t ,  a f t , e r  he  l os t  h i s  w i fe . . . .  He  i s  on  a  sh ip  c ru i s ing

the world- t,hat 's what, he does- on a merchant ship of some

sort. Anyhow, he and my dad were togeE,her.

And f remember that, you know, we used to watch for all

Ehe mail. The mail would come in bulk. And everyday, f

remember,  Mother  would wr i te  le tLers. . .every s ing le day.  And

she'd make us run ouL and put them readv for the mail man.
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And f donfE even know what it cost to mail- and probably ver1r

l i t ,Lle for what iL is today- but I remember she dit igently

lwrote Lo my dad]. BuE the sadness of al l  that, l is Ehat]

half of those [ leLcers she wrote to him] he never got. And so

when he died al l  those letters came back in a bulk. I

remember them delivering al l  these lett,ers. And, I guess, she

st i I I  has them. I  don ' t  know.  She's  goE some I  know, not  a l l

of them.

But towards the end of the war f remember Ehem talking

about the bombing of ,Japan, victory in ,Japan, and victory in

Europe. But, what rea11y has always been ingrained in my 1ife

is t,hat, r remember when she got the teregram. Because my mom

was next door visiting Ehe lady t,hat lived around from us.

And Ehey had a daught,er about, Mother's age. MoE,her, I think,

was twenty-seven at the t, ime Ehat my dad died. r donrt know

if she told you that, but, I Ehink, she was twenty-seven. And

the young fellow EhaE came came on a l itEle motor scooter.

They had a l iLt, le putt-putt. motor scooter, I remember, and he

had a western union Iitt, le outfit with a l ittre hat,. And he

came and knocked on my door and wanted. to see if Mrs. s6nchez

was Ehere .  f  sa id ,  "Oh,  no .  She 's  no t  here .  I '11  run  and

get her.'r so r ran around the l itt le complex and got Mother.

And she came. she came to the door. And the l itt le fel1ow

lsaid], ' fHeref s a telegram for you. would you sigrn?r' so she

wrote her name. She opened Ehe telegram. And, f don't

remember, the l itt le door just had a screen and E,here was a

L2



dresser sitt ing righL next to it. And she opened that

telegram and she gave out Ehis curdling scream Ehat, I could

EelI you, it Hras awful because I sLi1l remember it to this

day. And my litt. le brother, my brother Ray, started crying.

He didn't know what he was crying about, but an) ^tay- and I

didn't either, to be very honest, because I didn't know what

was in the Ee1egram. And she ran over Lo the- and Ehe

family's name was Domi.ng'uez. Her name was Nora and De1ia,

and- oh, whaL was the oE,her ladyrs name? But, an)rway, Ehey

became very good friends of Mot.her and helped Mother through

all Ehis tragedy. And from E,hen on f didn't see Mot,her. I

d idn ' t  see  Mother  fo r  about , ,  I ' d  say . . . i f  we saw her  two

weeks. My mind just went blank because I donrt remember

seeing her. AIl I remember is people coming over, just tons

of people, Eons of people, all Ehe family.

And then later a priest, from the Imrnacul-ate Concept,ion

Church came over and Eook me and Ray and- Wesa was itty bitty.

My sist ,er  Eloise was t iny.  She was l i t t le.  And [ the pr iest ]

Ealked t,o us and told us Chat there had been...you know, Lhat.

my fat.her was not coming back. And I remember saying, "I told

t,he sister that.n Isn't t,hat awful? I remember saying that,

dist , inct ly,  " I  EoId the s ister Lhat.  "  And he said,  r rWel l ,  now

Alicia. That's not what you remember." BuL you know, anyhow,

I remember, that, was a scene that, )rou know, just kind of

keeps embedded in your mind.

From there, the thing that I have admired, probably, the



most about my mom is t,hat she took everything lin stride] .

She didn't faIl apart,. You know, she might have fallen apart,

I 'm sure, as [the death of my father was such] a tragedy.

Here you are with five children and no husband...twenty-seven

years old. And then she finds out shers pregrnant with Gracie,

which is our youngest, sister, and you're husband's gone and,

you know, |ou've got all this to do by yourself with really no

f inances. You know, I never dreamed E,hat I could ever do what

shers done in my lifetime if that ever happened t,o me. But,

she pulIed herself Cogether. And I canrt ever EelI you how I

visualized her. Itve oft,en in my mind have compared her to

E,he scene that, I remember...,Jackie Kennedy and litt le John

John, so st,at,ely and so regal.

And my mother wore black for one solid year. She wore a

black dress. I st, iI l  remember her coaL. She wore a piII box

haE, and a veil, black hose, a black purse, and btack gloves.

She wore those for a year in public. BuE everybody did. It

wasnrE just my mom. You know, E,hey used t,o call i t 7uto, in

mourning. That's what they calIed iE,. But whaE she also did

was make us wear that, ugly rulry blue, whatever we had t,o wear,

all t,he time. I mean, we couldn't, get out of not, wearing that

uniform. That's why I hate wearing black and narry, you know.

f t  was  jus t . . . .  We a l l  d id .  We a l l  wore  thaE dark  co lo r .  We

wore iE, for one solid year without fail.

But during that time we had a very dear friend, Mr.

Phillips, from t,he Boundary Corwnission Lhat helped Mother with

L4



all the paper work, the insurance, the- everything. And

Mother, I guess, has always had a tremendous sense of

account,ing skilIs. And, you know, she sel1s herself short a

1ot in th inking that she wasnrt  educated. She just  wasnrt

educated because of the times, but she probably would have

been a wonderful educator of- she would have been great in

some kind of profession because she's very smarE. She reads

a Iot, too. And, an) ray, he helped her find the l itt le house

that, we lived in. And it was a cute l itt le house. And we

kept it, up. We all had jobs to do. And Mother moved to that

l itt le house. And we had great neighbors. f went, to

Crocket.t. All of us went to CrockeLt. Then f went to Austin

and then graduated from there.

But during that [period], all Ehis time, between the

time Ehat my dad died and the time Ehat we moved, there was

always a void Iike, trso he died. Where is he?r' Because no

one, rea11y, in Ehose days would sit down and talk Lo you

about someone dying. That was not a kosher E,hing to do. And

my grandmother was very much into her fait,h and she always-

Lhis was my dad's mom- she was always very 1ike, "How could

they do that to me?" [She had] that kind of attitude.

And it wasn't unEil, I guess, I musL have been in the

fifth or sixth grade at Crockett when my mom had an opt,ion to

bring my dad back. I E,hink all the war dead that were buried

lcould be brought back] . He was buried in a Belgium cemetely.

And she chose t,o have his body broughE back and buried here.
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Well, it was d5ji rnr all over again, so we had Eo go through

that same scene all over again. I remember. And then, of

course, by that t ime f was older, my broEhers were older, and

my sister Eloise was older and we could undersLand then whaE

was happening. Bub the saddest of that is that my grandmother

never, and one of my aunts- f don't Ehink in their l i fet ime-

have really accepted Ehe fact that that was my dad in that.

grave because they would not open the caskets. You know, t,hey

had been buried for so long and Ehey just would not, do that.

And I remember thaE it was Harding and Orr, Mr. Orr, t,he

elderly Mr. Orr- I 've seen him, you know, iD my adult,hood [and

Il have talked to him- that he was Ehe one that did the

arranging for t,he funeral. And I remember going through aII

of t,hat and my grandmother falling apart and wanLing to open

the casket. And they wouldnrt do thaE. And I also remember

them very dist inctly folding that f lag. And I always had a

feeling. And then later on in my adulthood I found out Ehat

t,hey felE like the flag should have belonged to my grandmother

inscead of my mom, but my mom got t,he f Iag. My brother has

the f lag now, the big f lag, the original f lag thaL was on his

grave. And in addit, ion to that, I  bel ieve, they sent the f lag

t.hat was on his casket when he was in Germany. So that came

back .

So, you know, that happened and we finally put all of

t,hat to rest. I  think about the t imes in EI Paso that I had

an opportunity to witness just because, number one, I was very
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spunky. I started playing tennis. And I played tennis across

Ehe street. And we started with a l itt le paddle. All of us

in my famity became very accomplished tennis players. And I

was, too. I played varsity for at1 my years in high school.

f ptayed for TW and- Texas Western at Lhe time- and f coached

tennis. And I had some wonderful mentors that assisted me in

developing my attitude abouc being a competitor. But I always

was involved in multiple things. And I always said that I was

going Lo be better Lhan good. I didnrt wanE to just be good.

f wanEed to be better than that. And f remember that we used

to take suntrner trips t,o lvisiEi my grandmother down t,he

valley. And my aunt,s and uncles also have children, of

course, that are t,he same ages fas us] . We were all l i tE1e.

And we used to sit, around the big mulberry Cree that had those

black berries. And my mother would geL furious wlren we'd come

home with our cloE,hes all stained with berries. BuE, anyway,

I remember sitt ing around and Eell ing them all, trr 'm going to

col lege and I 'm going to do al l  these Ehings. And I 'm not

going t,o be poor l ike you all are down here. And f 'm going to

do a1l these things." And Ehey used to laugh and Eease us.

And I still remember saying, "And Ifm not going Eo always

speak Span ish . "  You know,  i t  was . . . .  And I  don ' t  even know

why we used to, but f remember Ray and I used t,o say that.

And every E,ime we would go back down there they used t,o really

pick on us because we were always.. .Ehey said we were always

trying to be better than they were. But that's how we saw
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ourselves at tha! point.

Mocher never worked. I- don't ask me to this day in

my life- I don't even know how she ever budgeted, but, the

maximum money, I think, that she ever made, ever, when we were

all home might have been eight hundred dollars, ever. Ever!

And that went to pay groceries, uti l i ty bil ls, clothes,

everything. Eight, hundred dollars. She used to have a

ledger. And f don't know what she's done wiEh it, but I would

love t,o have her ledger. She had an account at, J. C. Penney' s,

one at. the Popular, and at Given Brothers. And we never, and

I mean never, in all my years that, I was at home did I ever

start school wit,hout new clothes- shoes, socks, underwear,

s l ips,  dresses. You name i t .  we had, al l  of  us,  a l l  s ix of

us, had new clothes . And we always had t,o sew our names on

our clothes because my sisters and f used to fight over our

clothes and.. . .  But,  we always had new clothes, always.

And then Mother sLarted sewing. Mot,her was an

accomplished seamstress. She could whip up an outf iE and copy

a pat tern.  We'd go to  Lhe f i fEh f loor  of  the Popular  and say,

rrMoLher, Lhis is Ehe dress I wanL. I '  And al l  Mother had Eo do

is look at iE and we'd go to the store and buy a pattern and

maEerial and she'd duplicaLe Lhe dress. She used to make our

coats. We never bought a coaE. I never bought, a coat unti l

I was married. And then I really cri-ed when f found ouE what

I had to pay for a coat,. But, Mother was, oh, she was an

accomplished seamstress. She made al l  our beauEiful cloEhes.
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And I have to telI you this l i t t le story. In the

[19] 50s, you know, after the war t imes were hard, you know,

and E,here was sti l l  a lot, of dissention with t,he mil i tary

people being in town. And Mother always harbored some very

unusual feelings about German descent people simply because my

dad, number one, was killed in Germany. And it was very hard

for me to understand all those feelings because I had a very

dear friend in high school named Anna Marie Coors. Her father

was a scientist in Germany and they were stationed here. But,

f guess, ds an adult I  can understand al l  Ehose feelings and,

especially, when there was probably no outlet for her to ever

really sit  down and visit  with someone about her, land talk

aboutl how she felt as a person and, you know, and Eo assist

her in the mult iple t,hings that were conf ronting her. You

know, here she had s ix  k ids and a l l  E,h is  s tuf f  t ,o  do and. . . .

But f remember when Anna Marie and anoLher one of my dear

fr iends, Shir ley Staten Gore- we went t 'o school toget.her- and

. fudy Breck,  Dr .  Breck 's  daughter ,  lhat  wetre s t i l l  good

f r iends . And E,heret s several of us here in Eown. f was a

senior in high school and I was in AusEin in Action. And I

was going Eo represent our school, AusEin, in the Jefferson

Mardi Gras or something, and they alL said one day, i lWell,

werre going down to the Popular to Miss Day and get a dress

made.'r And I donrt know if you know the history of Miss Day.

she was a seamstress for the Popular for years. And she was

a very tal l ,  stately-looking lady with her hair pul led back.

1,9



And she made all the gowns for the Sun Carnival. So f said,

rrSure.i l  She said, rrMake sure you bring your picture, Marlz.r '

So I did. I  drew my picture of my princess dress that I

wanted for Austin in Action. And I took it .  And the lady

said, I 'Are you going Eo have your dress made, too?'f I  said,

"Of  course I tm going to  have my dress made.r t  She sa id,  ' t l ,e t

me see your pattern." So I showed her my dress. It  was baby

blue and it  looked l ike a l i t t le Bo Peep peplum and it  was off

the shoulder and, oh, so pretty. IE was lace and everything.

And  she  sa id . . . .

End of Tape One

Side A

Side B

Okay. So f told Ehe lady Eaking our order- and she measured

me and everything- rrYes, i ly mother has a charge account.t '  So

f placed the order for my dress. I didn't,  even know how much

the dress was going to cost. So I kept playing tennis. And

everyday I ran home to see if anybody had called, if I had any

mail.  Not,hing, nothing. And 1o and behold, one day, one day,

f got home and my mother said, "I want eo Ealk to you.rt J

knew. I knew then that they had called her. She said, rr l

understand you have a dress EhaL you need Eo be fitted for au

Beginning of Tape One



the Popular . t t  t f  sa id] ,  r fYes,  mother . t r  You know, f  was

crying and so she didn't say a whole lot to me. She t,ook me

and we walked. And we went to the Popular. And, you know, in

those days, some of those days we rode the street car before

the buses. We went on the street car. We went downtown. So

she saw my dress. And it ,  was $L25, then, then. That. was what

youwou ld re la te  i t  [ t o ]  Eoday ,  I  don 'E  know,  bu t  i t  was  $L25 .

The interesting thing t,hat my mother did was that she

knew how much f wanted that. dress. And she knew how imporLant

that. dress was to me and my life and the t.hings t,haL I was

doing. And she didn'L denyme the dress, buE I was working at

the Dairy Cup right around the corner from my house making

hamburgers working part,-time. f paid for every bit of that

dress making hamburgers. ( laught,er) And I '11 teII you what,

you EaIk about, a lesson learned, but I loved that dress. Not

only did I wear i t ,  my sister wore it  and, you know, in fact,

I^re have ChaE dress. I dontt know if we sti l l  saved t icl or

not, but iE was a gorgeous dress.

And I  o f ten Ehink abouE thaE lesson. . . thaL Ehe ins ight

thaE MoLher had even though she no more could afford Ehat.

And for everything else that we did Lhere was always a will.

There was a way. She either bought- we had a, I  know, an

outstanding bank, SouthwesE, Bank, with Mr. Brown, who was Ehe

banker that knew Mother really wel1. And anything we needed

or money, Mother always, always, [wasl able to buy iE because

she has an irrnaculate credit rat ing, I mean, to this day.
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she' l l  notr  eac before she pays her bi l ls-  And that 's [ the

wayl she was, so consequently, you know, she was able co do

whaE she cou ld  fo r  us  dur ing  thaE t ime.  But . . . .

And f Ehink it was all- you know, all these things were-

was her genetic makeup. r never really knew what her parents

were like. r knew her mother died at birth and she was

adopt,ed by my grandmother. And my grandmother, who was her

adopted parent, was also a very dignified rady, very smart,

and so was her father. During the pre-war and during t.hat,

time he owned a taxi cab serwice between here and Juirez and

he was an enErepreneur. He really hustled and did things.

And they were childless, so they couldn,t have any children so

t.hat' s how they adopted Mother.

But, you know, I think there's lessons to be learned from

the war.

p re jud ice .

witnessed a lot of prejudice, tremendous

remember, fou know, I never saw blacks in my

days when r was l itt le noL unti l int,egraEion came. But r

remember how at that t ime the Anglo population [wasJ. you

were eicher on Ehis side of Ehe screeE or you were on this

side of  Ehe streeE. r  was a product of ,  on Lhe earty onset,

of some of that discrimination. you know, you hear Nolan

Richards and some other people talk about it. werr, r was a

tennis player traveling with our Eeam and r think E,he only

reason r got, Eo do some things [was] because r was

accomplished. And y€E, you know, Lhere was places you

couldn't go because I was on the team or, you know.

I

I
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was a lot of E,hat Ehat people just don't have any idea- And

to this day, f E,hink, you sti t l  feel and sense some of that,

but i t  was even more visible at thaL t ime.

And yet it \das interesting how we grew up always

speaking English, always. None of us have an accent. And

Mother . . . .  A l l  o f  us speak both languages,  buL Mother  was

emphatic of us learning English when we were l i tCle. And that

was a tr ibute to her because we did well in school because of

that, You know. And f remember a lot of the kids after the

war, especial ly the Hispanic- we called them the Mexican kids

then, Hispanic kids now. And there weren't very many. f grew

up in a neighborhood where t,here was one or two families.

That was iE. f grew up in a very predominanE Anglo

neighborhood. And all my friends were predominanEly Ang1o.

It.  wasn't unti l  t ,he mid- [19] 50s t,haE E,he neighborhoods

began to change and people sgarted moving in after the war

setl led and, you know, people started gett ing their l ives back

Logether. The neighborhoods changed and the climat'e of Ehe

schools changed, but Ehe doors weren'E open Eo a lot of

Hispanics. And, I Lhink, EhaE Ehe reason that, probably, that

I can siE back and look is Chat Lhe reason we were successful-

and I 'm not just talking about myself,  I ' f i I  talking about my

brother, Ray, and al l  t ,he rest of us- is because Mother was

always home. She always gave us a direction. And she was

always mad.e sure Ehat we understood whaE was imporLant to her

and how we should behave. We never were disciplined in
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school, never. I  mean, Mother was a Eyrant wieh the belt i f

you did anything, lou know. And we participated. We were all

in sports. Academically, we al l  did, extremely well,  [and in]

extracurricular activit ies [we also excelled] . And Mr.

Applebee, who was the principal at Austin High school and he

is  a fond f r iend of  our  fami ty . . .and Mr.  A a lways says,  r 'Howrs

your mother? How's Wesa?', And Mr. Moy grew up with us and

he . . . .  Mr .  F ranc i s  was  the  coach  when  I  was  a t  Aus t i n .  And

so, those folks knew us personarly as individuals and as

people and they knew my mom, so they, you know....  We had

t'hat advantage of being cat,ered to, really, and looked after

in a different way, but, not,, you know, r ighL directly. But i f

t,here was a need we were atways helped out.

Mother never accepted charit ,y, noE one day, t,o this day.

And going back and reflect, ing, r ighL afLer Lhe war, MoLher-

and, f guess, the good Lord must have been looking over a1l of

us because she never had insurance. we never got comnrissary

privi leges not, unt, i l  al l  of us were armost out of schoor. And

a fr iend of my momrs, 'Josephine's husband- who shers Ealked t.o

you about- told my mom t,hat she needed to go back and bring

some paperrrork. And I don'E remember exactly what the status

of this was. [He told her] E,hat she ought Eo be getLing

medicar and conrnissary privileges because all these years she

never had them. when we were in school we never went, to

Beaumont [Army Medical HospiEal].  We never did any of that.

And t,hey were shocked when she went and found out that she
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didnrt have those privileges. And they gave them to her

instantly. And that, 's been a blessing in disguise because it

gives her an assurance that in her later years EhaE r loltt know,

shers got that to look fornrard t,o.

And fortunately none of us were very hospitalized, sick,

whatever.  Dr.  Bi l l  Gaddis,  who was- he's a pi l Iar  in th is

cornmunity landJ is a physician- was our doctor for all the

years t,hat we all grew up. And [he] catered to my family, Dr.

8i11. And, consequently, I think a Iot of the reason is

because of Dr. Bilr my daughter is also a doctor. He operated

on her as a baby and she interviewed him. And, f Ehink, back

in her mind she always, r t,hink, in a sense knew she wanted t,o

be a doctor l ike Dr. Bil l because he was so good looking

and . . . .

But, you know, all those things play a role in how we

grew up as a family. you know, [my mom was a] single

parent. . .s ingle parent,  but  not the s ingle parent you see

today. I mean, I don'L t,hink a single parent could go through

what my mom went and survive and do what she has done wich us.

And Mother never remarried. Mother did have a boyfriend

aE one time- she probably would never tell you this- after the

war. And this was in laEer years, but my brother was very

adamant of having a man around the house. So Mother, you

know, I guess, she sensed E,hat hosEility so she just, kind of

removed herserf from that pat.tern and she never reaIly dated.

Mother never rearry dated and was always home. she was always
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involved in PTA and booster clubs at Austin and everybody knew

that our house- we used to call i t the Alamo (chuckles)

because of the Litt le white house. But it was an open door.

The doors were always open. The football players, t.he tennis

players, everybody that needed a phone, [knew thaE t'hey could

askl , I'Mrs . Sinchez, can we use t.he phone? tr And they would

wait right outside for their parents Eo come. So, You know,

it was a very close knit family even though the school was not

as big, of course, buL it was EhaE t)rpe of environment Ehat' f

grew up in. And I relate a lot of that from the strength thal

I saw Mother demonstrate from t,he day she got that telegram to

the t,hings that, her values. . . .

And she's always been very, very, very devout. to her

church. And t,hat,r s something thaL she always, always, told

us. ft was, you know, lmandaLory t,o attend church]. Come

hell or high waLer, I don'E care if you got home at, two

o'clock in the morning, Ehree o'clock in the morning, you goE

up the next, morning and you'd bet,Ler be in church. I mean,

t,hat was it. And there was no saying, 'rMother, I 'm noc going

t .o  church . "  And there  was. . . .  You d idn tL  say  Ehat .  You jus t

went, .  And thatrs an interest ing at t i tude because, I  Ehink,

regardless of what people say today about their faith, I

t.hink, your strength, |our inner strength about life and your

values and Ehe t,hings Ehat, f think, that, we all g:rew up with,

I Ehink, that all of us have gott.en that strength from that

because I don'E think any six of us have strayed away from the



church in any one form or anogher. I know my children- I

donrt go to the Catholic Church E,oday, but I have always gone

to church. My husband and I go to the Christian Church. But

my kids have all grown up in the church and werve been very

active. And it 's just t ,he sense of conanunity and that you

have t,hat things, theyrre going to work out weIl.  And, I

think, i t  comes from that.

we saw a Iot of death during Lhe war. I remember

seeing a lot of that. My uncles were bombed. One of my

uncles was torpedoed in a ship in ,Tapan and he came home all

wacky and, bless his heart,,  Lo Chis day he's never been right ' .

SO, yOu knOw, W€'ve Seen t,ragedy, werve Seen adversity, werve

been poor, but in al1 of this, I  think, the only sadness that

I have t,hat I see Eoday is EhaE my mother did noU choose Eo

have a relationship with someone that she could have fulf i l led

her  l i fe  wi th  today because I  can ' t  see mysel f  [a lone] .  My

husband and I have been married thirty-five years. And I

canrE see SEeve and I, R€ being by myself, and having children

and not being able to share it withouC somebody. And, yet, f

Chink, werve al l  paid her a greag respecE in that we al l  have

done well in our chosen areas of work and had our children and

grandchildren. And Ehey have done well.  So, I think' shers

done good for herself as far as t,hings Lhat have happened to

us in a1t these years from day one Eo [Lhe] day [of] war.

(chuckles)

I 'd l ike to back up a bi| ,  Mrs. Lacy, and ask you about your
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memories of being a chi ld in school. As a school chi ld were

you asked Co contribuce to the war effort? Can you recall

anything?

Uh-huh. When we were at St- Mary's we used to lcontribute t,o

the war  ef for tJ .  The Sis ters  would ask us to  br ing t .ops of  . . .

either canned or tops . .A,nd I t,hink- I don't know what they

did with them- I t,hink they recycled those tops or they did

something with that. And we used to lcolIect rubberJ.

Anyt,hing Lhat, was rubber that we had we had to t,ake it in. We

used to carry Ehose. We used Lo bring in our Coke bott1es,

al l  our 1itt , Ie Coke boE,t, les, w€ used to take those in. And I

remember Ehe newspapers. We Look newspapers a loE because

they used to use them for packing. And I remember we used to

crumble them and t,ake Ehem in a sack and Eake the newspapers.

And Ehen milk cartons. We had these l i t t1e Einy Lhings that

were about l ike this lshows dimensions with hands] and they

had these l i t ,L le  botc les.  And we carr ied those.  And I

remember t,hat at dif ferent t,imes we took t,hose. And whaE they

used  to  do  i s  somehow sea l  t hem and  pu t . . . I  don 'L  know i f  i t

was juice or what, they would puE. in them. BuE Ehey used to

say t,haL t,hat was to take back. They would send Lhem of f to

the soldier. So f remember doing that.

And being in the second and t,hird grade. . . third grade. . .

I  don't Ehink you really realized the impact of the war. We

remember wr i t ing le t ters .  f  used to  wr i te  l le t ters ] .  The

whole c lass,  w€ used Eo wr i te  le t ters .  And i t  would be just
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a lecter. f  t  wouldn' t  be addressed Eo I 'Dear Daddy, " or

rrDearrr - i t  was a leEter- t t I  hope lhat, tr you know,

'reverythingts okay. we see the war.n .A,nd, you know, w€ used

t.o write our l i t t le tetters and the sisters would Eake Ehem up

and we'd send them al l  o f f -

And f remember t,hat a 1ot of times we'd write on paper

t,hat vras already written on, but the back side was not' - I

remember that. And they used to make us save our Big Chief

note pads. That cardboard parc of the Big Chief, w€ used to

col lect  tons of  those.  I  don 'E know what  they d id wiEh those-

BuE I  remember those d is t inct ly . . . t .he Big Chief  pads.  You

know, t,hey sti l l  do t,hem, buE theyrre not l ike t,hey used Eo be

with t,he great big letters and Ehat paper.

I remember in school, also, [the sisters] Lalking

about, [Ehe ki l l ing in t,he war] .  The sisters would Ealk a lot

abouE, how awful i t  was t,o kiI l  people. And, I t .hink, that,rs

where maybe my conmenL meant abouE, You know, "My dadfs gone.

He's not going to come backr'- and not really understanding

that, ]rou know. ft 's because we would talk abouc [Lhe war and

our teachers would askl , 'rDo you know what. war is? " or rrDo you

know what t,he .fapanesp did? " And we used to look in Ehe

geography book and they used to put Japan and it. was way out.

And, you know, we would never conceive how far away it was.

And we used Co relate t.hat to a f amiIy. We had a Chinese

family that lived right around Ehere. And we used to think

thaE they were part of that. And, you know, how you have

29



G:

L :

these ideas on holv these people lshould be Ereated. We wanted

to askl , trHow could you be here and do that to someone else? "

But other than that I don't remember a whole Iot.

And I remember ink pens. we put ink in a liEtle well and

we used to write with chose litcle, t iny ink pens.

Penmanship- I still have my penmanship book. I saved it. And

donrt  ask me lwhere i t  is ,  but ]  f  've got i t .  I  d idn'E throw

lt away. And you'd write your letter with the date. And

you'd dip it in Lhere and you'd do Lhis [demonstrates writ ingl

and you'd dip it in there and you'd do thaE. ThaL f remember.

IE makes you appreciate Bic ballpoint pens.

Yes, it does. We did t,haE . And that' s how we used t,o write

our leEters. And wit.h Lhe litt le penmanship pens, t,hose

l i t , t , le ink pens. And you'd wr i te your let ter  in there.

And I remember, Loo, Ry mom- (chuckles) you know, t,hey

didnrL wear hose. Mother used to paint  her legs.  She used to

paint a seam. And I remember laughing because my neighbors

lalso painted their legsl . And everybody did it. I remember

all the people around E,here. They used to geE up on Eables

and say, r rokay, make sure the l iners straight, . "  And they'd

draw Chese litEle l ines on the back of their legs. And Ehen

some of them would put, makeup on or some kind of makeup on

because t,here was no hose. You didn't have hosiery unless you

were very wealthy I 'm sure. But the regrrlar person, you wore

your shoes without hose or you wore socks, socks and high

heels, and then you painted this l ine that was for hose. f
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remember that. Mother did that a lot. She'd die if she knew

if I remember her doing t.haE.. (laugher) But. . . .

And t,hen very little makeup. Mother never wore a lot of

makeup. You know, they always wore the Iit,tle eyes. And

during the war she didnrE wear makeup. There was no makeup,

no red. It, was all black.

How about the hairstyles?

Oh, yes! It was this bun right here [demonstrates placement

of hairl t,o the center l ike Ehis. And Mother wore it, back,

yes. And then she wore Ehe semi-page where everything was to

the side and real straight l ike this ldemonstrates hairstylel

l ike some of the hairstyles t,hat you,re wearing today, but,

most of  a l l  i t  was those buns. And, w€, oh- that 's why my

hair is not long! I used t,o have long hair. Mother French

braided our hair every, single day. f wore French braids.

And the French braids started right here [demonstrates length

of braidl . And, I mean, they went aII the way back and t,hen

t,hey t,urned under and they put big bows. I have pictures of

me wiEh my hair  a l l  braided. Al l  of  us,  a l l  the gir ls,  wore

French braids. And that, way we never had our hair flying all

over  and . . . .  Bu t ,  oh ,  MoEher  was . . . .  Oh !  She  used  to  rea l l y

braid some tight French braids because our scalps felt, l ike

they l r rere just ,  t rAgfh!r '  BuE that 's how we wore our hair . . . in

French braids most of the t, ime with riLtle bows on them aIl

the Eime. A1ways had litt1e bows on them.

Do you remember the blackout,s?G:
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L : Uh-huh. Sirens . And everybody had to turn out, their lights

and you had to luse candles]. Mother always had candles. We

always had a candle, but you always turned out your lighEs and

they'd telI you when you could turn them on. Yeah, we used to

practice that,. We used to practice that in school. And we

used to pract,ice walking down the halI at St . MarT' s . And

then they'd make you get down on the floor on the edge of Ehe

walL l ike this [demonstrates crouching] in case of a bomb.

Yeah, we used Lo remember that.

And what did you think? Were you fr ightened or...

You know, Ehe sirens always scared me. Sirens Eo this day

have always had...they always give me a chil l ,  a funny

feeling, like something terribly wrong has happened. Like

when r hear the f ire Errrcks or I hear lany siren]. I  always

reLate LhaE to Eragedy. It , 's not, a pleasanE thing. And I was

scared of the dark for a long time. And, I mean, you had

Eotal blackouts. You couldn't turn anyt,hing on. When they

said,  t 'B lackout , r r  i t  was b lackout .  Everyth ing was b lack.

And,  you. . . .  Of  course,  d t  that  E ime E,here wasn' t ,  s t reet

l ights ,  e i t ,her .  You d idn 'L have sL, reet ,  l ights .

So it must have been very dark.

It ,  was black, yeah. And you didn't have al l  the l ights l ike

you have [now]  .  You had Ehose 1 i t81e. . . .  You know, Lhe p laza

used to reaIly be neat, iL reaIly did. I t  used t,o be rea11y

a neat plaza, the plaza downtown. And they had the l iLEIe,

k ind of  reaI ly  pret ty ,  ornate l ights  and. . . .  But  when there

G:
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was a blackout, there was a blackouE.

Were there any curfews?

Probably not for ffi€, but, f think, f remember Ehat, yeah,

people had t,o be in ear1y. You couldn't be out in the middle

of Ehe night or you couldn't,  f  Chink i t- i f  f  remember Mother

talking about i t  one t ime- [the curfew was] ten or eleven

o'clock, somewhere around Ehere, but people could not be out.

When iC got dark people always Lried Lo come in aE E,hat t,ime.

And I don't remember burglaries. I  don't remember

hearing a lot about people stealing cars, but there wasn't

cars. There was no rubber, you know. If  you had a car i t  sat

because, f or one t,hing, you couldn' t  af f  ord gasoline. I

remember Ehat,. Peop1e didn't have gasoline money. And people

walked.  And people walked in  groups. . . in  a lo t  o f  groups.

And, you know, I remember going on picnics with Ehe neighbors.

Everybody would get together and we'd al l  walk to E,he park.

Werd al l  walk someplace and Eake a picnic 1unch, whaLever i t

m igh t  be .  We 'd  a l l ,  you  know,  we 'd  p lay  ba l l ,  we 'd  do

whatever. And, interest. ing enough, in chose days gir ls didn'E

wear shor ts .  We d idn ' t  wear  shor ts .  You d idn 'E wear  pants.

What did you wear?

Mothe r  a lways  had  d resses . . . d resses . . . f o r  us .  And  we  wore

funny undies. Mother made Ehese really funny things that we

wore underneath our dresses because when we used E,o get on the

monkey bars, I  mean, we al l  used to love Lo hang l ike this.

(demonstrates) And you didn't see our undies. You wore Ehese
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funny things underneath, but you didn't wear shorts in those

days. I don't remember anybody [wearing shorts]. And much

less Co come to school. Forget iC. And you didn't wear blue

jeans. There was no such thing as blue jeans. No blue jeans.

No blue jeans. I did not wear blue jeans in high school

because you couldntt wear them. So we've come a long way from

that day.

Did you notice any of your leisure actj-vit ies changing after

t,he start of the war?

Oh, yeah. There's a lot of things we could not. do. You know,

where we used Lo spend a lot, of t ime going, I ike, to the

mov ies  or  we 'd  do  a  to t  o f  [ v is i t ingJ .  We 'd  ge t  on  the  bus

and go E,o Grandma's or do stuf f like that . Once Lhe war

sE,arted, you know, it was an a1L- [out] war effort for Ehe war

and you sacrif iced. There was a lot. of sacrif icing being done

in  L ,ha t  t ime  and  you  d idnrE . . . .

You learned to play your own games. I remember my sister

and I spending hours making our little furniEure for our dolI

house. Mother bought us a l itEle doll house. And we'd make

our furniture. And werd make it out of cardboard or paper or

sticks or [use whaE,ever maEerial was available] , buE we'd f ind

a way to put iL all together and werd make it. And paper

dolIs were big so we entertained ourselves with paper dolls.

We'd paint  lots of  paper do1ls.  MoCher would get us each l ike

a book apiece. And i t 'd al l  be di f ferent so we wouldn' t  f ight

over the paper dolIs. And we would always have a l itt le pair
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of scissors and we'd cut them all  out and Lhen, you know, Lhey

had litt.le things that you put on the back and you'd put it on

t,he doII thaL came. You dressed Lhem, and you puE them in

your l iEtle thing. And [weJ entertained ourselves for hours

doing that .

And Mother, for the boys, Lhey had a truck. And I 'm

Erying Eo think. I t  was l ike a Tonka truck, the o1d Tonka

trucks. And Mother had it  for years. And f don'E know

whether my brother Ray sti I l  has the truck. she saved t,hat

truck. But al l  Ehe boys, well ,  the Lwo boys, played witn Ehat

Lruck endlessly because iL had a 1it, t , Ie thing- i t  was a dump

truck- and you'd put gravel and dirt,  and Ehey'd lplay with

thaEl .  But  that , 's  how we enEerta ined ourselves.

We could never leave the yard. We could noE go across

the street . We would always have t.o stay in that, larea. It

wasl l ike a compound, 1rou know. BuE it wasn'L a problem

because everybody else did, Loo. Everybody else was in Ehe

same shoe. And we didn,E play a loL of dress up l ike, 1rou

know, l ike 1 i t t ,1e g i r ls  not .  unt i l  r  was a l iL t le  b i t  [o Ider ]

and we were away from there and afLer the relaxation of the

war  and ,  I  t h ink . . . .  We  d id  tha t .  Bu t  we  d idn 'E  p lay  a  1oL

of dress up because there wasn'E a lot of things to dress up

w i t h .

You mentioned Ehat you attended the movie E,heaters in downEown

Er Paso. Do you remember some of the movies or the movies

stars? Did you have any favorites?
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L : I remember Claudette Colbert. I loved C1ark Gable. I

remember Betty Grab1e, Shirley Temple. I used to remember

that when we went to the movies you dressed up. You did not

go to the movies t inl sloppy clothes. You didn't,  T mean,

especially if you went to Ehe PLaza. Now the Plaza was the

place to  go.  And i f  Mother  took us,  a l l  s ix  o f  us-  a l l  f ive

of us because Gracie wasnft born yet at that t, ime- but we

would al l  be dressed up. And afte::wards we'd r ide the street

car and werd al l  dress up and go Eo t,he movies on [the days

when there werel matinees. And we'd wear gloves, carry our

purses, and someE,imes we would even have hacs. And we wore

hats to the movies . I remember t.he SEate and the L and A.

And those were t,he three major t,heat,ers that, were righE there

in walking dist,ance. And, oh, I remember seeing a lot of the

Roy Rogers movies. We saw a lot of westerns and Roy Rogers.

And I remember Ehe one that Shirley Temple played in with the

horse, rrBlack Beauty"- was it  nBlack Beauty? Yeah, I t ,hink iE

was rrBlack BeauLyil  with Shir ley Temple and the horse. And, of

course, w€ saw I 'Gone With the Wind." f  remember f 'Gone 9{iLh

the Wind"  then.  I  saw i t  when I  was about . . . . I  was in  grade

school when we f irst, saw rrGone With the 9{ind. "

f L I s  a  c lass i c .  I t ' s  one  o f  my  favo r i t . e  mov ies .

oh,  i t 's  one of  my favor i tes.  f t ts  hard for  me Eo

imagine thaL that  movie. . . .  But ,  you know, going Eo the

movies and having a place to go like that, was always very

special. And people always wenL. And you saw lthe news

G:

L :
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reelsJ . Of eourse, a lot of people went t,o the movies

every weekend to see the news reels. The news reels were

an update like you see on the news every night, buL it

was an update on the war. And t,hat's where people found

out a lot of the information of what was going on

wherever i t ,  was going. I  know Mother. . . .  And, I  mean,

we went to the movies on weekend.s. Every weekend we were

at t,he movies, especially when my dad was gone- before

she knew t,hat, my dad was kiIled- to go see what was

happening in the war effort.

were there advertisements asking the audience to support the

war . . .

Oh, yeah.

. . . and buy bonds and. . .

Yes. we used to buy bonds and like, for instance, Lhere was

things like you went off to lwork] . A loL of people !,renL Eo

t,he factories Eo work Eo produce. r know some of my aunt,s

worked in fact.ories t,haE were making war effort products of

whatever there might have been. some of Ehem worked aL Fort,

Bl iss.  A lot  of  them worked at  Fort  B1iss.  And i t  wasn' t

really civil service aL that Lime, but whaEever Ehey called

it. - . i f i t was civir service r d,idn'E know thaE, but r knew

that they worked there. And Ehey worked long hours, long

hours, during E,hat, time. And r don'L know what else E,hey did,

whet,her t,hey made tools or components, but they were always

doing something for the war effort,.

L :

G :

L :
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And, yeah, f remember seeing that Uncle Sam, those Uncle

Sam Ehings that you buy your $rar bonds for that. And I

remember Uncle Sam was Uncle Sam. You know, it had meaning...

Uncle Sam. And the songs had meaning. And I'm trying to

think of some of t,he songs that we used to sing all the time.

Some of the ones that we used to sing in t,he war lsuch as]

' r f  rm a Yankee Doodle Dandy". . .oh,  my goodness. f  remember

some of t,hem. But we used to all sing them and we always said

lEhel Pledge of Allegiance. There was never a thing about you

don' t  say the pledge.

And you always said a prayer, always said a prayer

in school .  Of course, I  was in Cathol ic school  so you didn' t

have a choice, but' f don'E remember it not ever being a

problem with people saying a prayer. People were always

praying tougher.  You'd see people in l iEt , Ie lgroupsJ, ]ou

know, down in che park. People would be huddled EogeE,her and

you'd see, sometimes, people holding hands and saying a l ittIe

prayer or whatever. And Ehat was an open thing. Nobody

questioned it. ft was just Ehat people were bonded togeEher

at Ehat t ime. And you did it because it was preseryat,ion of

our l iberty and that's what we used Eo be told, you know,

"This is your country and these people are working for you and

you need to respect. ' r

And f remember the t.icker paper parades. And I don't

remember one in El Paso, but. I remember a parade, a huge

parade. fE was all Ehe army trucks afEer Ehe war. This is
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when they had the big- r think iE was the Sun Carnival parade

t,hen- buE iE was a big parade after that. And I remember my

mother having a hard time with that. Mother had a hard time

for a long time and she doesn't l ike war movies. She won't go

to a war movie land see] anything that has to do with war. I

t r ied to have her go [see] "Schindlerrs Listrr .  You couldnrt

even get her, you couldn't pay her a mill ion dollars to go see

it. And you can understand Lhat. But, Iou know, she sti l l ,

to Lhis day, has those reservaEions about some things like

E,hat,.

But the parade, I remember the parade. And I remember

when they honored E,he generals here. And after all of Ehat,

I think, things began to quiet down. I know many times in

high school, right after as a senior- I don'E know if you

probably remember this- but the West Point cadets used Eo come

Lo E1 Paso and t,hey'd spend a week or Een weeks here in

Eraining. And Ehen they'd ask all Ehe area high school girls

to escort the cadeEs. And we always used to have a lot of

fun. And Mother always would make us our white dresses and

the cadeEs would come pick you up.

You didn't go to t,he Popular and charge a dress this time. . .

No. Mother made mine.

. . .d id  you?

Mother made my sister Tina's, Eoo, because they had to be

whiLe. And MoLher made us gorgeous dresses.. .peau de soie,

you know. Mother was lan accomplished seamstress]. She could
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just sew and tine. She lines everything, so all our dresses

were always l ined and pret ty and, yeah. And.. .

End of Tape One

Side B

Beginning of Tape Two

Side A

And as I was saying about our formals, Mother [sewed E,hem].

Real ly,  we had probably the pret t iest  dresses. We didn' t .

appreciaEe her t,alents of sewing until we left home probably

and had to buy our own gannents. I remember f used E,o sdy,

rrMother, I want Eo go t,o Ehe sEore and have a store-bought

dress.  I  don' t  want you to make me a dress."  And, y€t ,  my

dresses were always so much prettier than what I wouLd buy at

the store. And they were always up Eo date and Ehe colors

and . . . .

So, really, we did real well with LhaE, but Eo t,he day I

married, Mother always had a sense of f eeling about t,he

milit,ary. When I met my husband, Steve, [he] was in the Army.

r was a tennis player and r was practicing on Ehe tennis court,

when r met, him with my partners, the sherwood twins. we were

playing. And him and a buddy came and they were playing on

the courts.  And he was tal  hal f -way tennis player.  He wasn' t

super good, but, an) ^ray, we got to hitt ing and got Eo visit, ing
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with him. No [thing serious] , you know, I was dat,ing some

college boy at TW at the time. ft was really not an

interested t,hing. It was justr |ou know, l ike an acquaintance

on E,he court.

And so Steve says to the twins and I, "I '11 geE you

al l  a  Coke.r '  And (chuckles)  I  sa id,  "Sure,  but  I  need to go

t,o ask Mother and tetl her. " You know, we always had respect

to teII her where we were going and who we were going with.

She always gave us that sense of which is great, realIy. Now

I appreciate i t  even more. And St,eve was just really

buffaloed EhaL here I dR, a col lege person, having to go ask

my mom or talk to my mom about Uhat. But we did. And we just

walked around the corner and Lhat was it -

And we walked back and sat on our fronL porch aL

Alamo and calked. And Mother said, r 'Now, he's a soldier

the

and

you donrt, have anyt,hing Eo do with soldiers." I mean, that

was her thing. And r never really undersE.ood why she was so

adamant, about that. r think it was because Ehe relationship

of Ehe Army and feering that she was deprived and all of t,hat,

probably, is how she felt,.

And, inEerestingly enough, by t,hat time Steve got out, of

the Army and he st.arted going to fiv. And he was a good buddy

with Jessie whiEtingt,on and some of Ehose guys because they

were arI foot,ball players. steve used Eo play balr and stuff.

And r starEed dating him and when we wanted Eo get married my

mot.her still had t,his thing in the back of her mind, you know,
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land eold mel , rtYou're not going to do anything with t,his gruy

because her s a soldier or has been a soldier. You need t,o go

over here and keep on daEing Glen Barnum'r- who f was dating aE

the cime- "because he's a boy from the area.'r And iL Eook

Mother a long Eime to adapt, to the fact that I was going to do

that,. And, I think, probably that was my f irst defiant break

with my mom. That was a separation right there.

And when I did get married it took her a long t,ime,

but  now,  of  course,  th ings are great .  You know, Steve 's  a

wonderful person and has been and hers very kind and good Lo

her, too, and his mom. And so it 's been a very wholesome

relationship al l  E,hese years. But, I  think, even t,o this day

she has that  turn ing in  her  memor ies.  And,  f  th ink,  i t 's  just

t ime.  I t 's  just  her  personal  fee l ings about  that .

f remember when Ehey did the A-Bomb in Japan. f remember

thaE, realIy weII. I remember D-Day. And, you know, and you

go to the movies and you used to cringe Eo see all those dead

bodies because they wourd show the news reers and t,hey wourd

show what was happening in D-Day Normandy. And f remember

those disLincE days and r remember when Ehey had victory in

Europe. Because, see, my dad was in the army no more than six

months.  Tota l ,  l i fe t ime,  in  the serv ice was s ix  months.  And

r don't, even know if there was EhaL act that maybe short of

that Eime, but from Ehe Eime when he was drafEed to the Eime

that he was kiI led, i t  was l ike November t,o March. That's arl

the se::rrice he ever put in the anny.
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f  t t s  i ron ic ,  i sn r  t  i t , ?

It,rs very ironic. And then my brother, my brot.her Ray, being

the oldest, son of a deceased veteran, Ehey would never take

him, so. . . .  He want,ed to serve in the Korean War.  And, of

course, that brought chills to my mom. And, of course, Ry

younger brother, Joe. was too young for that, but. Ray Uried Lo

enlist and Ehey wouldn't take him. And he finally got seEtled

down and, I think, he went to school for a year- and he's an

elecErician- and he was going Eo gret married. And then they

dra f ted  h im.  So i t  was  rea I Iy ,  you  know. . . .  I  guess

attitudes began to change and policies. So they did draft

h im.

f think, probably, one of the things t,hat, was a

E,urnaround for our whole family is thac we were probably one

of Ehe first families in the El Paso county Eo receive the war

Orphanr s Bil l . In f acE, f think I was t,he f irst one to go.

f had to go Erain at Texas Tech. And Ehey paid our Euition.

What they did is we got the same privileges- we got gl_10 a

month- as [those receiving] that, Gr 8i11. rE was called a war

Orphan's Bi I l ,  but  i t  was l ike the GI Bi l I .  L ike when Ehe

service men goE ouL Ehey could go Eo school. And you had to

maintain a grade point average and you had to.... And they

paid you once a month as long as you where carrying a minimum.

f Ehink it was Ewelve hours of school. And they didn'E pay

you in Ehe surmner unless you were in sumner school for a furl

l oad ,  so . And E,hat didn' t happen to me until f was a
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sophomore in college, so my last t,hree years f was able to

uti l ize that, which was a blessing because thaE, paid my

tuicion and books and things that, I needed until f got out.

And I graduated when I was twenty-one. I started

teaching when I was twenty-one. [At] twenty-two t l l  had my

first, baby and I 've been teaching and taught unti l  I  ret ired.

How proud your mother must be.

Well she did i t .  She did a lot,.  And, I remember, when I got

married the f irsE t,hing she said to me- because we ran off and

got, married. It wasn'E a wedding like you always dreamed even

t,hough here in EI Paso during those days when you were going

to geL married you had a Eea. And there was a l iEEIe tea

house on MonLana StreeL. Everybody had Eheir Leas there- and

I'm trying t,o think what the name of the tea house was- and

everybody came to your tea. And I had a t,ea. And my

announcement was in the paper because that was the thing to do

and the whole shebang.

But my sister, my younger sist,er, goE married before I

did and she had a wedding. And Mother cou1dn,t afford Eo pay

f or two weddings, so she t,o1d me thac f had Eo wait . So f got

mad. So Steve and I went off (laughs) and goE married.

You rebelled.

I  r ebe l l ed .  ( chuck les )  And  tha t , ' s . .

not very happy with me at that time,

have worked out really well  since.

Yeah, my mother was

but, you know, t.hings

you made arrangements. Then you sent ouE invit,aEions and
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Did she have any type of support sysEem outside of her family

during t,he war? Because you had mentioned she didn't,

soc ia l i ze ,  o r . . .

She didntt have t, ime. She had fr iends. She had family.

Mot,her didn't work. The church, the Catholic Church, realIy

preyed on peoplers feel ings and att i tudes- and Irve always

t,hought abouL t,his- buE, Ehey weren'E your support, syst,em. NoL

like a Iot of your non-Catholic denominations EhaE are- Lhe

congregation is [support ive], therefore, yeah, they come and

support you and do that thing. The Catholic Church wasntE

that way. And I never remembered it that way. I remember

going Eo caEechism and doing al l  of Lhat. And Mother kepE us

in Catholic school simply because- even afLer my dad died- i t

was a support Eo her because it disciplined us and she knew

she probably couldn't do i t ,  aII and handle al l  her emotions

and stuf f .  So we were in  Cathol ic  school .

Mother had, you know, the family. She had my dadrs

brothers and sisters. You know, there was l ike nine of them

lwhol were l iving. And Ehen her very dear fr iend, Josephine.

They grew up together and did all kinds of things Eogether as

young gir ls and Lhat, kind of Ehing. So she had Lhat as

support and then, of course, Ehe neighbors. And she had a

cousin, a cousin by her adopt,ed mot,her's family, that was very

supportive. A family by the name of Salvador Ch6vez that, used

to live right down on Myrtle SEreet- and I don,E. remember

where- but, an) ^ray, they were verT close and supportive, so we
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used t,o do things for their family. And she's kept in Eouch

wit,h all of Ehem all these years. so she had that. But not

as far as a support group like your church or having a support

group from the army or anything like that, ro. And I don't

ever remember an officer of Ehe anny ever coming to visit'

Mother. I never remember that. She got a telegram just l ike

me handing you a piece of paper and saying, rrHere, your mom's

gone."  That 's i t .  I  don' t  remember ever that  happening.

So.. . .  But,  I  th ink Mother always fel t ,  I  Ehink,  she fel t

cheated. I really do and I don't even know if she ever said

that. I always felt l ike she felt cheated in EhaE she was

born without, a mom. I mean, her mom died. And then after my

grandmother adopted her- and Kika was really good Eo her- and

then Kika dies.  And her fat .her,  who she adored.. .and he must

have been a wonderful person. Of course, f didn'L know him.

He died. So she was left orphaned for two times. So as far

as irnrnediate family, she had no brothers and sisters, no mom

and dad, and no adopted parents to faII back on. So, you

know, you think about Lhat. Thatts really tough for a person.

And her wil l is phenomenal-.

Irve quesEioned the church a loL and maybe Lhat's why I

left t,he church. Because f remember MoEher one time even

conmnenting [onJ Ehe sErictness of the church and birth

control. You know, in t,hose days they excoflrrnunicated you from

the church. You wenL Lo a priest and you wenE to confession.

l lf l  you told him t,hat you were using birth control, weII,
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theyrd say, ItWeIl, Mary, werre going to excormnunicate you if

you  don ' t  do  what  I  te l l  you  Eo dor ' . . .and  b lah ,  b lah ,  b lah .

And that, 's the way it was. And you didn'C question the

church. And I think Mother grew up in that atmosphere, so

the church for her was a very strongf , powerful t,hing.

And yet they didn't give her E,he support that should have been

given. And even to this day, f sometimes Ehink about...

reflecting back in those d,ays when times were hard and the

church was a support system for mosE people. And every

endeavor from Eheir depression- because she grew up in Ehe

depression days when people didn't have any money. They lost

their businesses. There was no food. Mother couldn'E go to

schoo l .

And f have a great st,ory to Eell abouU thaE. My husband

was principal at, Ascarate Elementarff School. And there was a

teacher Ehere named Flossie Mart,in. Flossie was a fourEh

grade teacher.  Flossie,  one day, just-  oh,  she just ,  loved

Steve. And ilerry Lou, her daughUer, and I went, to school

together at Crockett Elementary School. And tl l  never

real ized that Flossie was, or Jerry or whaEever. . . .  Anyway,

so we knew each other thaL way.

So one Sunday Steve says, f'Mary, f 'trt going to invite

Flossie for  d inner. ' '  I  said,  , 'GreaL.!  Now, I '11 geE Mother to

come.rr So I brought MoLher and Flossie. I was geELing dinner

ready and they were sit,ting talking in the living room. And

Mother said, rYou know, when I was in the sixth grade aL
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Socorro Element.ary, I had a teacher named Flossie Campbell.

And thatrs always been such an unusual name. Flossie

Campbell. " And Flossie turned around and looked at Mother and

she said, ''And you were Of elia - 'r And she was my mom' s

teacher .

Af ter  a l l  these years?

Yes. And they sac there and they talked and they talked. And

I had to drive my mother and Flossie to Mother's house, the

Alamo. And Mother has picLures of al l  those famil ies and

Lhose kids in Lhat grade. And Ehey sat there and Ea1ked about

all of them. Some of them are people you probably know. The

Heinemans, Ken Heineman, his wife, Anna Laurie, was in that

class and E,here was some other prominent people in E,own here

that  were in  Mother 's  c Iass.  F loss ie was the i r  t ,eacher .  And

no connecEion. f mean, By husband- iL was a faculty member

and  h i s  f acu l t y  and . . . .  And  so  we lve  been  good  f r i ends .

They've been good fr iends ever since and talk about al l  Ehe

people they knew.

And Ehen I find out EhaL my grandmother, Kika, was Dr.

Hank's, Ehe superinEendenE of Ehe Ysleta fndependent School

Dis t r ic t  for  f i f ty  years before he d ied,  lhousekeeper ] .  She

was his housekeeper during Ehe war days and Ehe depression

days before he married.

What, a story !

fsnrt that amazingr? And f didn'E even know all  Ehat unti l

later in Ehe years that I found out that Kika was his
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housekeeper down in Ysleea, right down by Ysleta town. And

there was a l it,cle apartment. Dr. Hanks l ived in that l i tLle

apartmenE. He was Ehe superintendent of the Ysleta

Independent Schoo1 District unti l he retired, what, a few

years ago.

Huh, thatrs real ly something.

And one day, f- Dr. Hanks liked my husband for some reason.

But., an)rway, hets the one that got him in all Ehis trouble of

school. (chuckles) But, anlruay, we used to go to dinners and

stuff and I used Eo sit, next to Dr. Hanks. And one time I

told him, f said, "Dr. Hanks, do you remember my grandmother,

Kika? Francisca?" [He said] ,  "Oh, yes!  That,  was your

grandmot,her?" f said, 'rYes. " And after that, we were buddies.

Dr. Hanks, I mean, he loved strawberries and bananas. I knew

all about Dr. Hanks. You know, small world. Smal1 world,

And him and his wife were always very kind t,o us.

But, an) ^ray, we st,ayed on t,haL path of educaEion all

these years noE really even knowing where life was going to

take you, you know. And I oft,en Ehink and I rea11y, f E,hink,

you know, Ehere $ras a luck of fate right t,here because I don'L

know what would have happened had my father lived. You know,

I donrt, know whether my mother would have had Een more

children, whether f would have been going to Bowie High School

instead of Austin High School, ot thaE we would have been able

t,o do as much and have as much freedom to explore ourselves as

people and our talents or- I don't know whaE would have
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happened. I ofE,en, many Eimes, think about that, buE Irve

always been verlf grateful that my mom had that insight' Ehat

she wanted things better for us. And that was her goal, that

she always wanted the best for us.

And, reaIly, we all have done welI. You know, I got rny

degree. My brother Ray had very opporEunity. He went to

college one or two years and hers an elect,rician, l icensed

electrician, here in the conrnunity land ne] does welI. My

brother Joe is a teacher.  Got his degree. My sister Tina's

a teacher.  My sister Eloise is a teacher in Amari l lo.  Shers

a special ed fLeacher]. And then Che youngesL is Gracie and

she never did want, Eo go to school. She went through high

school- we all graduated from high school- buL never did go Lo

college. And she is in the garment business. So out of all

of us, you know, we all have done well for us as far as what

we chose t,o do in l i fe. And it, 's been very interesEing.

Okay. WeI l ,  f 'd l ike to Ehank you for your t ime, Mrs.  Lacy.

Thank you.

On behalf of Ehe Institute, I 'd l ike to Ehank you very, very

rmrch. And if we can be of assistance to help you in wriuing

your family memoirs, jusL caIl.

(Chuck1es) Yeah, EhaE wi l t  be fun. You know, iL 's

interesting. You forget abouc all Ehe fun things you did.

You really do. You know, I didn't. even t,ell you about how

much fun it was to go to II|EP. ft wasn'E even IIfEP. ft was

TW, Texas Western College, about three thousand students



t lrere. Al l the Eeachers knew you personally. I was in t,he

TW had a Drum Corp. I beat Ehe drums for oneDrum Corps

footbal l  season. (chuckles) LeL's see. You know f  to ld you

f was always involved in something. f worked on the flow

sheet. I did the editing and the ctub secEion and I played

tennis. And, you know, UIEP was fun.

I had a chance to witness a Iot of things in my lifet.ime,

not only as an educator, but as a teen growing up in the

conrnunity. And, you know, Charlie Brown was Ehe first, black

baskeuball player at UTEP and he's E,he one Lhat carried me out

of the Student Union Building when my waLer bag broke when f

was pregnant. And he became a good friend. Werve seen

Charlie occasionally here, you know, when we've had reunions.

I, you know, meL some wonderful people at UTEP.

And school was fun. You know, it was fun and you knew

everybody. And yet there was a Iot of sadness, too, because,

you know, even ITTEP for a conrnuniEy, I mean, Texas Western at

the time, being a conununit,y, Lhere was, you know, Ehere was

sti l l  a lot of prejudice. Hispanic girls could noE be in a

sorority. You weren'E allowed to be in a sorority. There was

some t,hings t,hat you weren'E allowed to be init iated to or

tjoinJ because of E,hat. And, you know, I used Eo wonder, I

used to think, "Why am f so different than Ehose oEhers?" And

yet those were my friends. And how funny att,itudes change

when you become a Tri Delta Chi Omega and you couldn'E be [a

parL of E.hatl and yet you grew up with t.hem. You did all
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kinds of things with them and yet you couldn't [ joinJ.

r remember my firsL lboyfriend]. One of my first loves

was a boy named Barry Morgan who was Jewish. And he went Eo

medical school in New York after he left here. And a lot of

my friends were Jewish or [ot other ethnicit ies]. I used to

buddy around with E,he Haddads all the time. And yet you

couldnrt be part of a lot of Ehings Lhat- because you were

Hispanic or you were [another ethnicity]. They sti l l  equated

you as not as equal as they are. And, in teaching, I saw t,hat

af ter  f  starLed teaching. I  saw a 1oE of  that .

And I always- I had a teacher Ehat, Eo Ehis day, I give

a lot  of  credi t  t ,o.  Back in Ehe [19]70s I  was honored as

teacher of Ehe year for Che Ysleta district, so f had Eo wriEe

my r6sum6 abouL my life and my goals in educaLion, what I saw,

and who f credit Ehings t,o. And I remember Ruth Cady. She's

Dr.  Ruth Cady. She's a professor at  Houston, Sam Houston

University, right now. And she was my cennis coach. And she

hadpolio. And I was spunky as Ehe devil. And, I mean, I was

spunky. And she- I was playing in a tournament one Eime. And

I knew I was going t,o win. And f got mad because I Ehrew E,he

ball and I hit the ball wrong. And f Ehrew my rackeE. And my

racket, sailed. In Austin High School we had a lower and upper

field. There was no- iE's not l ike iE is today. But, an)rway,

my rackeE sailed clear across the moon. And I Eurned around

and said to the l itt1e kid, "Go geE my rackeE,.r Mrs. Cady was

watching me and she (chuckles) let me play the tournamenL. I



won. She called me over and she sat me down and she said,

I 'Yourre suspended for  t ,hree weeks."  She said,  r r l 'm going to

give you a bucket of bal1s and therets groing to be a hundred

balls in this bucket,. You will never t,hrow your rackeE again.

You will never order anybody Eo do anything for you. And

before you go home, everyday you're going to hit a hundred

balls to the backhand, the forehand drive, lhe serve, cross

court, and you pick up your own balls. And don'E you dare

leave unt, i l  you do itu- I  looked at her- ' 'And you don'E play

in another Eournament until I teI1 you.rr ffifl I was a ranked

SouLhwest ranked player.

WeIl, I  cried and f went, home and Mother [tota rn€], "So,

do i t . "  And,  I  mean,  for  a  long Eime I  had b l is ters  and

calluses on my hands. But,, boy! I would hit,  those balls and

I'd griL, my teeEh, but I guarantee you I did iE. And there

was never a question [ in my mind of whether or not] f 'm not

going to do it .  And it  was lesson learned. And she said

' rYou' l l  never  do E,hat ,  again.  you wi l l  do i t . "

And I used t,o E,elI my kids in school Lhat. And I

said, 'rHow many of you would guiE?, Half of their hands would

go up. And f said, 'rThat, 's one of the E,hings I learned.

Yourre not  a  qui t t ,er .  I f  you,re good,  you wi l1  take your

l icks with a good confidence." And I said, i lAnd boy, she

s tuck  by  tha t . "

And once my three weeks were up my attitude changed and,

I mean, you know, I was back co being me and I was sti l l



playing and nobody laughed at me. Nobody ridiculed me land

said l ,  "H? ha!  Lacy 's  over  there!  SSnchez is  over  there

h iE t i ng  the  ba l l ! "  You  know,  i t  wasn ' t  Lha t  k ind  o f . - - -  f t

was a discipl ined t)?e of action. And I credit t ,hat because

I remember going back and thinking, "Tf she hadn'E of done

that I'd probably would still have been very smart alecky

th ink ing I  knew i t  a11."  And I  d idnot  know i t  a l l ,  ] 'ouknow.

And through my years of t,eaching it's always been a replay of

that and thinking how I see kids today. And f did a loE of

t,hings for young people. And I was never a kind of person

that was demanding of payment Eo do Lhis. You know,

education has taken a lot of turns since f started Eeaching.

And a lot  of  iE,  Loday, "You pay me. f  'm a special ist , .  You

pay me and I ' 11 do it, . I' Not when I started teaching. I did

it at whatever pay f goc. My firsc paycheck was $t9z for Ehe

degree as a teacher. And, you know, I would never trade

teaching. I think some of us are meant to be t,eachers and

some of use are noE meant Eo be Eeachers. My sister Tina is

also an excellent educator. And I wanE to Uhink I have made

an impact on education and the things that I have done in my

life as an educator. And, y€!, in Lurn, education has been

very kind t,o me in my adult years. And now that I 'm retired,

I 'm st i l l ,  I 'm able through my posi t ion now with the Y[wCA],

E,o do similar Ehings, you know. [I 'm] sti l l  working wit,h

young people and sti1l share some of the knowledge and Ehe

expertise t,hat I galned through all those years.
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But eveqfthing I do still is a reflecEion of Ehe many

things that happened to me when I was little and my life up to

that point. Because it reaIly is. We didn't drink. We

didnrt smoke. I mean, ewerybody, you know. -.you do the things

you do when you're in co11ege. You know, you do those kinds

of things when yourre away from Mom, but, that was never a

thing in our home ever. f never remember alcohol at my house.

And I think t,hat' s import,ant, because I don' E Ebink any of us

in our family are drinkers are anyt,hing like thaE. You know,

a social drink here and there, but never to E,haL degree. And

no smokers. Maybe our husbands did for awhile, but not us as

individuals. None of us smoked. So it, 's been interesting.

(chuckles)

Okay. You're ready to end the interview?

Whenever youtre ready. If there's anyt,hing else you want me

to  te l l ,  ask  me.

Would you care t,o add anything else?

WelI, f don'E know. WhaE else would you think thaL I need Eo

add tha t . . . .  You know,  there ts  a  lo t .  I ' 11  th ink  abouE a  lo t

of things afEer you leave, f 'rTl sure, thaE f Ehink were neaE.

But I remember at my grandma,s house. You covered mirrors

when it rained and when it was lightening because Ehey might

s t r i ke .

f remember wakes. You know, all Ehe dead were broughE Eo

the home. They werenrt, taken to a funeral parlor. And that's

when my grandmother had a room that was very, jusE,, f mean,
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inmraculat,e. IE had a woven rug and a couch and nobody went

into that room lexcept] either when you got married and you

goE blessed, you know, in Ehe Eraditional way or somebody died

and there was a wake. And people stayed up all night with the

dead body with candles. I remember that.

What was the room calIed?

La sala.

La saTa?

La sala. And I remember t,he- I cel1 you, f would love to have

my grandmother's house. If I could ever get thaE whole piece

of land, I 'd get i t  and redo iL because i t , 's  a histor ical

l landmark] .  I t 's  marked histor ic.  r t ' 's  on S6nchez Road down

in San Eli. And iL was jusE a big, huge house. She had, you

know, one of Ehose big stoves, a big dining room. And, weIl,

t ,herers  a  sadness .  She had a  greaE,  b ig  d resser . . .a rmoi re

Eype dresser...thaE. was gorgeous. And my wacky uncle chopped

it up for wood and burned it because Ehey were having hard

t,imes and they needed the wood so they chopped it up.

fs anyone living in che home now?

My uncle. My uncle t,hat was in the war t,hat had some hard

Eimes. He lives in Ehe house because my grandmother's gone,

my grandfather's gone, and then t.he family's gone, 1rou know.

The children have moved and they live other places so the

house was just left to him. And at1 thae piece of land, all

t,hat belonged to the SSnchez family right there. So it 's all

been divided, you know, wit,h Ehe uncles and whatever, but that
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house, it would have been a neat house to do. I would have

loved Eo have redone that house and fix that property and it

would really have been a showplace. IE would have been

pret ty.  Therers been memories there.  There's a loL of  good

memories there.

And, you know, and f remember (chuckles) my aunEs when

t,hey were young my grandfather would not let Ehem ldate] . you

couldn't go out on a daEe. And if you did he stood out Ehere

landl he watched you. (chuckles) So t,hey always- there was

a dit,ch called Ehe acequia and they used Lo go behind the

acequia (laughs) and smooch!

But, anlnrray, those were fun E,hings. I don'E know whether

I I d want to do them all over again but, at Ehat t,ime, |ou

chought, it was wonderful t,o go through those experiences.

Yourd come back Eo Ehe ciLy and you'd tell everybody in Ehe

city about the frogs and the, you know, and E,he cows and

riding the tract,or Eo the hay and all EhaC. Because Ehey did

have animals on E,heir [propertyJ, horses, and sLuff l ike that.

But it was the country then. IE.,s not, the country any more.

Okay, Mrs.  Lacy.

Alr ighr.

How about we stop for the

Wow,  tha t ' s  g rea t !

Okay, thank you very much.

day?

End of

This is the end of t.he interview.

Internriew
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