
University of Texas at El Paso University of Texas at El Paso 

ScholarWorks@UTEP ScholarWorks@UTEP 

Combined Interviews Institute of Oral History 

2-3-1994 

Interview no. 867 Interview no. 867 

Roscoe Weaver 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews 

 Part of the Oral History Commons, and the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Interview with Roscoe Weaver by John R. Moore, 1994, "Interview no. 867," Institute of Oral History, 
University of Texas at El Paso. 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Institute of Oral History at ScholarWorks@UTEP. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Combined Interviews by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@UTEP. 
For more information, please contact lweber@utep.edu. 

https://scholarworks.utep.edu/
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/oral_history
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F867&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1195?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F867&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F867&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lweber@utep.edu


*'u3lil'l' 3il"ll,.ii'fi1'3f ""o'o
BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, 1-994

r l lrERvrEwEE/N)DREgg: Roscoe weaver, 24375 Eichnan Road, von ormy,
TX . ,  7AO73 .  Phone .  2LO-624 -31_58 .

INTERVIEW BY: John R. Moore

DATE: Feb.  3,  L994

TJENGTH oF rlI'lfERvrEw/TJANcUAGE: t hour, 3o minutes/English (By
long-distance telephone)

SUI{I{ARY: Weaver was a member of the Civilian Conservation Corps
who resided in Big Bend National park from Lg4o-42. He provides
extensive detai ls about the CCC and its activit ies in the park in
the.few years immediately preceding its acquisit ion by the
National Park Service.

He discusses the environment, plant l i fe and wildl i fe of the
Chisos Basin and other park areas as he saw it while constructing
hiking trai ls and access roads. He recalls rerations with
residents at Castolon and other conmunities along the Rio Grande
and his acquaintance with several ranch famil ies then l iving in
the area. He provides detai l  about CCC policy and activit iei in
the park, and he describes a typicar ccc work-day in the park.

He remembers purchasj-ng sotol from Mexicans at Boquil las and
elsewhere along the river. He relates detai ls of a work str j-ke at
the chisos Basin in a dispute with a u.s. Army off icer and the
subsequent arrival of armed troops from Fort Bl iss. He discusses
at length the economic and sociar benefits of the ccc to young
men l ike hirnself who were destitute as a result of the
Depression. He also brief ly discusses discovery of severar
skeletons between the Chisos Basis and Boquil las, and he comments
on his perspective of environmental changes in the area between
L942 and Lgg2 when he last visited the pirk.
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Big Bend Oral History Project

Roscoe Weaver, Von Ormy, Tx,
By John R. Moore

February 3, L994

Big Bend National Park OraI History Project interview

with Roscoe Weaver, conducted by John Moore, graduate

history student at the University of Texas at El Paso, Feb.

3 | L994. This interview is being conducted by long distance

telephone connection with Mr. Weaver at his home in Von

Ormy,  Tx. ,  near  San Antonio.

Alr ight, Mr. Weaver, i f  you would please tel l  us when and

where you were born and where you reside now, please.

WeI I ,  I  was born at  Segovia,  Tx.  Thatrs  just  east  o f

Junction, about 12 miles. And my mother and father were

moving in a wagon from, uh from Menard to Junction and they

camped there in the wagon and thatrs rtrhen I was born. And my

father went looking for the, for the doctor, and he got t,o

Junction and - he was riding horseback - and when he got to

Junction the doctor had gone out, way out on a ranch some

place where some man had ki l led his wife with an axe. And so

he didntt get the doctor, but when he got back to where my

mother was, why, Ird already been born. Sherd already taken

care of me and she was sitting up with - by the fire - with

me in  her  lap ( laughs) .  And uh

it started off, and then when I

but anyhow, thatrs where

about
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Mr. Weaver, what year was that that you were born, please?

Ttrat was L923, in December L923.

And your family lived in Segovia?

No, we were just passing through there. We were moving in a

wagon from Menard to Junction.

And where did your fanily finally reside, and what was your

fatherrs ,  or  parents,  occupat ion?

Well, [y father was, he was a cowboy and he drove trucks and

he did a l i t t te bit of everything. Which, you know back in

those days just about everybody did. He was an awful good

bronc rider. Then during World War I, he broke horses for

the Arny. And, but anyhow, then we moved to Junction. We

lived there t i I I  I  was about four years old, and then we

moved to Fort Stockton, and he bought a sma1l place out

there, a sma1l ranch, and then he had, he started a

wholesale grocery business. And hetd just bought some new

trucks. He hauled the groceries to those stores out there

from San Angelo - wholesale places in San Angelo - and when

the depression hit,  he lost everything he had.

What was your fatherrs name, Mr. Weaver?

Uh, James Issac Weaver.

And did you live in Fort Stockton most of your early life?

WeIl, unti l  I  was, oh, about thirteen, and then my father

left and never did come back and there was nine chirdren and

I just started working around. I worked all over that

country out there. I just worked for my board, mostly, oD,
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around on ranches, around Van Horn and Kent and, oh, just

about all over that country.

What \^rere the conditions like in that area at this time -

wer re  ta l k ing  he re  i n  t he  l a te  1920rs  o r  ea r l y  [ 19 ]30 ts?

La te  1930s ,  du r ing  the  30 ts .  See  I  v ras  bo rn  i n  [ 19 ]23 .

OK. This would be during the depression, then.

Right. Right. And boy it was tough. You, uh you - well a man

couldn't get a job, much less a kid. And in that country i t

was hard. You couldntt hardly raise, raise gardens, you

cou ldn r t ,  you  know,  you  d idn r t  have . , . .  And  the re  j us t

wasnrt any work. And it  was just hard to get anything to

eat .  And i t  was just ,  i t  was just ,  wel l r  yourd had to  l ive

in that t irne to realize what i t  was l ike.

Were you able in those t imes to go to school, Mr. Weaver?

No, I wasnrt,.  I  just went through the sixth grade - or

partially through the sixth grade - and I had to quit

school .

I assume that these conditions and the situation with your

fanily led you to the Civi l ian Conservation Corps.

R igh t ,  r i gh t . . . .

Could you explain how that came about.

Well,  I  was uh, uh working on the, oh, the ranch about

twenty miles north of Lobo, in the winter of t19139 in the

fal l  actually - actually just in the early fal l  and it  was

so cold, and I decided there must be something better than

that. So I went back to Fort Stockton, and I signed up there
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for t tre CCC. And I got in the CCC. I was, weII, I  wasnrt

quite sixteen yet. You were supposed to be seventeen to get

in, but f fudged a little on my name and, uh, on my dger and

got in when I was sixteen.

How had you heard about the CCC?

WelI, uh, there was uh, they had uh, uh, oh, the uh, a

social off ice or something there. I donrt know just how they

worked that .  And,  and uh,  they uh,  d id . . . .  The boys f rom the

area that  that  o f f ice covered,  they,  they would uh,  uh. . . .  A

lady named Stevens ran that off ice, I  bel ieve. Yea. Anyhow,

she would, she would nominate the boys from that area, you

know, that were el igible to get in.

What were some of the requirements to get into the CCC.

WeII, the requirement was you, you were supposed to be

seventeen and your parents could only have a certain income.

Had to be below a certain income 1evel.

And what were the benefits of CCC? What, what were you to

get out of it, and what were you to be required to be doing

as a member of the Conservation Corps?

WeII ,  you uh. . . .  They paid you 30 dol lars  a month and they

sent twenty-one t$211 of i t  to your folks, and uh, they gave

you eight dollars and they put one dollar in a saving for

you.

Was that a lot of money for you at that tine?

WelI, i t  was a lot of money for anyone (chuckles). you know,

soldiers at that t ine only qot 2L dollars a month.

M :

W :



M !

W:

So you t'hought your were fairly r^tel} paid?

Oh, yeah. It  was - I  teII you - i t  was a wonderful thing.

That hras, I think, the best program they have ever had in

this country.

How did that effect your family? Was it obviously a big help

to your mother?

Oh, i t  sure was. It  sure was. It  was an awful ly big help.

Were you the oldest of the nine children.

No,  no.  I  was the th i rd  f rom youngest .  And,  uh. . . .  My o lder

brother, herd been in the CC at Fort Davis and helped build

up - you know where that fndian Lodge is there?

Yes, huh, huh.

WeII, he helped build that and then, uh, he got, he got

married and worked for the railroad. And then I had a

brother two years older than me that was in the CC when I

got in. And, uh, I went to the same place he was. But after

we moved to Big Bend a little while, then they came around

recruiting boys to go in the Merchant Marine, and he signed

up to go in the Merchant Marine.

Where did you enlist in the CCC?

At Fort Stockton

And where were you sent and what did you do after -

immediately after enlist ing?

WeIl, uh, f was sent to that camp at Balmorhea, well  i t ts

Toyahvale, i t ts about three or four miles out of Balmorhea.

Yourve probably seen that, dt that park.

M :
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Yes .

Yeah, and they were just finishing that up when I got in.

And we hrere, uh, I was working. ..  .  I  was on a pick and

shovel when I went in, and we were digging some drainage

ditches. And, and we dug a fish pond - we were loading dump

trucks. Did everything with, you know, by hand. And, uh,

then we finished up, w€ got everything there finished up,

and then, uh, i trs hard to remember dates, but i t  was,

uh. . . .  They had some pamphlets  down there [a t  B ig Bend

National Parkl said we moved back down there JuIy 2, but

that doesnrt seem right to rne, because it  was cold weather

when we moved back down there. It was still cold.

This is back to Big Bend?

Yes .

And this would have been what year?

WeI l ,  t ha t  was  [ 19 ]40 .  Ea r l y  1940 .

What types of projects were you working on? you rnentioned

drainage ditches, etc. Were these all cornmunity improvement

projects?

Wel l ,  i t  was a -  i t ts  a  park.  We were bui ld ing parks.

That was the CCC assignment at that time to build parks?

Right. Right. Uh, we built that big swimming pool there at

Bahnoreah, and aII the drainage, you know, for i t ,  and uh,

and those bath houses and that stuff therer w€ built. And,

uh, of course l ike I said, I  wasntt in on much of that. Just

the tai l  end of i t .  And then we got to Big Bend, uhr w€, w€
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\^rere building, well improving the roads down there, and, and

building cabins and building trai ls up those mountains, you

know, the trai ls for the tourists to go.

Had you ever been to the Big Bend area before?

No,  f rd  never  been there.

What was your f irst reaction, i f  you recall .

Oh, I loved it .  I  st i l l  do. I  wish I could be there al l  the

time. I,  I  just love that kind of country.

What struck you about it, Mr. Weaver?

WeII ,  i t  just ,  i t rs  the openness.  Yourve got  so nuch space.

Uh, you know, I just love open space and where you can see

from here to there, and where you can get away from people,

be away f rom everybody and just  uh. . . .  That 's  just  the k ind

of person I am. I just l ike lots of space around rne. And I

donrt l ike to be cooped up. I donrt l ike many people at a

t ime. I l ike a few fr iends, you know, but as far as crowds,

I  donr t  l ike crowds.

But that, there was so much to do down there. you

know, weII I . . .  When I f irst went down there I worked on

pick and shovel building those trai ls for a l i t t le while,

and then they got an opening in the, uh - to drive a truck -

and Ird never driven a truck. Ird never driven a car over

three or  four  t imes.  But ,  I . . . .  Theytd just  put  you in  one

and you start driving (chuckles). Thatrs the way it  was. I

donrt know how in the world a bunch of us kept from getting

killed down there in those mountains in those old trucks,
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but no one ever did.

What type of truck were you driving? Do you recall the

model?

Ttrere were []-9136 Dodges. We had sorne dump trucks and we had

some flatbeds, staked bodies. And, those old Dodges, the

front spindles on them would break, and the wheels, the

front wheels, would f ly off of them sometimes. Those

spindles would crystal ize and break, and the wheels would

come of f .

Did you ever have an accident?

No.  Never  d id .

What were you living conditions like when you got there?

Oh, they were good. They already had aII the buildings

there, and soon as we got there we repainted aII the

buildings inside and cleaned up al l  the grounds, and did

everything before we started the, started work, you know,

the work project. And the recreation haI} I t I I  never

forget. We could not figure it out. When we got there the

recreation haII was painted b1ack, up about four feet on the

walls, and then the rest of the walls and the ceil ing were

painted a bright orange. It  was a, i t  was weird, but we

repainted everything and got everything to going.

We had a radio station down there. We didntt have any

telephones or anything, you know. And they had a radio

station, and the radio station couldntt, they couldnrt reach

For t  D.A.  Russel l  a t  Mar fa.  I  dont t  know i f  i t  was account

M :

w:

M :

W :



M :

of the mountains or what, but they had to radio Fort B1iss

at El Paso and ttren EI Paso would relay the message to Fort

D.A.  RusseI I  in  Marfa.

These hrere two-way radios you used to communicate for

suppl ies or  emergencies r  oY . . .?

It was just the code system, you know, dot-dash.

Oh, telegraph, then.

Telegraph, r ight, r ight. I  donrt know what I was thinking

about.

Did you ever learn why the rec hall was painted black and

orange?

No (chuckles) .  We never  d id .  We never  d id .

Where was that located at the tirne?

It was, i t  was down in the basin [referring to the Chisos

Basinl. The same place the camp grounds are now, where the

people camp.

At the Chisos Basin?

Right. And up where they have the cabins there now, where

they haver you know, the center up there where they have the

tourist courts and all that, that - we used that for a

baseball f ield and also thatrs where we took aII the men

every morning when they,d go out and work on those trai ls.

Werd drive them up there, and then theytd go out to work

from there. [They would] walk [fron there]

How many people were there at that tirne?

WelI, you know, f dontt know. f would say around, probably

W:
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150 .

Were they al l  males?

Yes. oh, yes. There was no suctr thing as coed stuff then.

(Chuckles. )  Uh,  and we had,  wel l r  w€ had,  Ie t rs  see,  a

commanding off icer, an assistant commanding off icer and a

company clerk and a top sergeant. And we had - that, I donrt

know if you know but that was in two segrments. The army part

fed you and clothed you and furnished your living quarters

and all that, and then they had the part they ca1led the

state part. That did al l  the work projects, and the army

part was painted, everything was painted oD [ol ive drab]

color. And the state part was al l  al ike, green. All  the

equipment and everything was painted a light green. The only

equipment the army part had was a garbage truck and an

ambulance.

And, and the army was regular army, Iike from Fort Bliss or

For t  D.A.  Russel l?

WeII, they had, they had regular army officers as conmanding

off icer and assistant. They usually had a l i t t le old f irst

or second lieutenantr you know, for assistant commanding

o f f i ce r .

Was discipl ine str ict?

WeII, uh, y€s i t  was. But about the only

they'd put you on KP [kitchen patrol] and

and  pans  and  d i shes .  Bu t  i t  was ,  uh . . . .

What would you have to do, Mr. weaver, to

thing they did,

make you wash pots

get KP duty? What

M :
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infraction?

WeIl, get in a f ight or refuse to fol low orders. You had,

weII you had what they called barracks leaders, and they had

I ike,  wel l  i t td  be in  the army,  i t td  be l ike corpora l  and

sergeant but in there they called it assistant leader and

leader. And, and I had, I had to put a few guys on KP when I

was barracks leader. But then after I made a leader in, uh,

well f irst I  made, uh, I started driving a truck and then I

started driving a Caterpi l lar. And made assistant leader

tha t . . . .  D r i v i ng  a  Ca te rp i l l a r  had  an  ass i s tan t  l eade r rs

rating, and I got that and then the old boy that was

assistant mechanic, uh, he got out [discharged frorn the

CCCI. And then I got his job as assistant mechanic and then

I was a leader then, and then I had a private room down in

the garage. Beside the, weII, beside the garage, between the

garage and the parts room.

Did that mean more money for you?

No, weII, y€s. Assistant leader got 36 doltars a month and a

Ieader got 45 dollars. And we kept al l  except the 21 dollars

they sent to our parents. They still sent the same amount to

our parents, but we got the rest.

And, oh, I tell you I had a wonderful time down there.

on  the  weekends  i f  . . . .  Werd  e i t he r ,  t hey rd  e i t he r ,  t hey td

always take a bunch to town if they wanted to go. Course so

much of the t ime you didnrt have any money to gro, and werd

climb those mountains. I think I clirnbed every mountain out



M :

W :

there. Explore aII of them. And just wonder around over that

country, you know, and sornetimes werd gather up a truck load

and go down to Boquillas, down on the river, and we could

buy, oh, they had some kind of, some kind of liquor they

sold down there called soto7, S-O-T-O-L. And, you had to

take your own bottle. Those guys would bring it across the

river in goat, goat hides. Theyrd have them sewed up, you

know, and have them full of that sotol and take your own

bottle. And we used to go down there and buy that stuff.

Was that breaking the CCC rules, by any chance?

No. They, they, they werentt that str ict on that. And, uh,

tha t  s tu f f  ( chuck les ) . . . .  I  don r t  know,  I r ve  neve r  seen  any

of i t  since. It  tastes just l ike kerosene, the f irst drink

you took of i t  and after that you didnrt taste i t .  But i t

didntt leave any hangover.

How did you get to Boquil las? Was there a dirt road?

Yes .

And - what was that l ike going to Boquil las? Did i t  take

?

WeI I . . . .  (Chuck les )  I  t e1 l  you ,  a l l  t he  roads  were  more  o r

less just cow trai ls. Werenrt much more, and any of, any of

those creeks and dry washes and anything out there didntt

have any brid€tes. There was one between there and Marathon,

one of the, one of the creeks, Maravil las or something l ike

that, they ca1led it ,  that had a bridge on it  and al l  the

rest of them, you just went down through the creek bed. And,
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i t  was 85 miles of dirt road into Marathon.

Is that where you went when you got to go to town?

Yeatr ,  weI I ,  i f  you wanted to  go there. . . .  I f  any of  them

wanted to go on to A1pine, they would take them on to

Alpine. But, I  donrt know, for some reason there was a,

there htas a road from the park down there to Alpine,

straight through. But for some reason they never went that

way.  I  donr t  know,  I rve never  been over  that  road.  f  donr t

know why they never used that road, but maybe it was bad,

awful bad or sornething, but they never used it. We always

went to Marathon, and if we were going on to Alpine went

from there on to Alpine.

Was there a road that did not go to Terlingua, or over to

Study Butte?

Yeah, it went right by there. Yeah, it went through Study

Butte. Terl ingua was off to the left just a t i t t le bit.  And

that road went through Study Butte and right on, straight on

to Alpine then. And, and then sornetimes on the weekend, werd

load up the trucks, whoever wanted to go and go over to the

mouth of Santa Elena Canyon and swim. There was a big hole,

big deep ho1e, right in the mouth of Santa Elena Canyon over

there. And werd go over there and swim, and then sometimes

werd just  c l inb over  those mounta ins and. . . .  I  te l l  you

what, that was the most carefree t ime of my l i fe. I  loved

it,  I  loved it  down there. I would probably st i l l  be there

i f  I  could.

M :
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M: You mentioned Boquil las, Mexico. Did you row across the

river to get there, and what were your impressions of

Boqui I Ias?

WeIt ,  i t  was just ,  i t  was just  a  l i t t le  b i t ty  o ld ,  just  a

few l i t t le old adobe and, and mud, and - huts would just,

you know, would cut these canes and put on top of them, and

just criss-cross them back and forth up there, and you know,

for a roof. And there was a1so, there was a place on this

s ide of  the r iver ,  a1so,  oD the Uni ted Statest  s ide ca l led

Chatars, and every rock along the road al l  the way from

Marathon down there had a, had painted on them with red

paint ,  r rChatars p lace,  Boqui l las. r r  And i t  was a real  popular

place. I think - Irve read about i t  lots of different

places, you know. [Chatars was a Mexican food restaurant,

one of the few structures then left in what was known as

Boquil las, Tx. Boquil las, Mexico, was imrnediately south,

across the Rio Grande. l

And what was there?

It was a restaurant, just a restaurant and they sold beer

and food and, and theyrd dance and just l i t t1e, you know,

road house or whatever yourd want to caII i t .

Would that be located where Rio Grande Village is today.

No, no. Thatrs not exactly where it  was. Boquil las is not at

Rio Grande Vil lage. Itrs east of there, down the river a

l i t t le rdays. There were several l i t t le places there.

Have you been back to this p1ace.

M :

w:

L 4



W : No, we didnrt get to go last, last t ine I was out there. rn

fact I  havenrt got to go back down to Boquil las since f l-eft

there. We had just about used our time up already. My wife

and myself and, wellr w€ went back through Fort Davis. I t

was our wedding anniversary and, and we had, we had spent

our honeymoon over there at the Indian Lodge when we got

married. We got married at Fort Davis. And, so werd spent a

couple of days there and went through Marfa and saw some

friends and went on down to Presidio and then we just had

two days left by the time we got to Big Bend before we had

to be home. And I had rny daughter and son-in-law and two

grandchildren with me. And, they al l  loved it  down there,

but we just didnrt have t ine to see al l  the things we wanted

to  see .

How did you get along with the Mexican cit izens in

Boqui l las?

Oh, we got along f ine. We had no problem with them. None

whatever.

Were there people,  ranchers,  s t i l l  l iv ing in  Big Bend. . .?

Oh, yes. Yes, while I was there, they had a big meeting out

there, with all the ranchers. Got them together out there,

just  outs ide the camp.  I  was,  oh,  I  was in  on i t .  I  d idnt t ,

not on the negotiations, but I helped. We had a barbecue and

furnished the beer and al l  that kind of stuff,  and I hauled

it out there and helped take care of i t  and al l  that kind of

s tuf f .

M :
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what year was this meeting and what was the purpose of it?

Well,  i t  was to, to get those ranchers to sel l  out to the

park, is what it was for. They got aII those ranchers that

owned land around there, you know, in the area where they

wanted to buy for the park.

Were they resistant to sell at that tirne?

WeIl, they didnrt seem to be that much. They had been

working on it for quite a whi1e. And, that was hard country.

Those ranchers, they didnrt have an easy t ime of i t .  And

they had a lot of trouble with people coming, those Mexicans

coming cross the border and stealing their horses and cattle

and stuff l ike that. And, you know that countryrs pretty

tough. Therers not a whole lot a, whole lot of stuff down

there for l ivestock.

Do you recall  any specif ic names of people that l ived there

that you met?

Oh, well ,  the Babbs were one family that ranched down there.

Roy Babb, and he had two boys and a daughter. W.L. Babb was

the oldest boy and the youngest one, I donrt know what his

f i rs t  name was.  They ca l led h im Srnokey.  But ,  he got  in  a.  . . .

I understand, I read in the paper, about he got in a scrape

down there after that, with some of those t ick, uh, t ick

inspectors down there. I understand he killed one of them.

Down there over something down there. But I donrt know any

detai ls about that.

And then there was the Burnams. There was a Burnam
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ranctr that is right at where the park headquarters are out

there at, whatrs i t  cal led, Panther Junction? There was a

Burnarn ranch right there. Thatrs where the park started at

that time. But the, the house that burned, it was an adobe

house and it had burned, and the only one living out there

was one of the boys, Wadie t?l Burnam, and he l ived in one

of the sheds or sonething out there, and he still ranched

out there until they sold out.

Wtro were they rneeting with in this meeting? People from the

state or from the park service?

WeIl, you know, I donrt know exactly. I  guess it  was

probably people from the park service. And, they got aII

these ranchers together there to talk to them about, buying

their land, you know.

Was there a Ross Maxwell from the park service there at the

time you were?

Well,  no, I never did know of him if  there $ras.

He was the f i rs t  super in tendent  of  the park and. . . .

No. The only off icers I could recall  are the people, well ,

the people that worked for the state part of it. The

superintendent was, [pause], well  shoot, well  there was

Lloyd Wade, was one of the foremen. And there was a fel low

named Warnick, was a foreman. And, Davenport was a

superintendent. He was from, he t ived in Alpine.

Was the park called Big Bend at that tine or something else?

No, i t  was called Big Bend park. I  was in conpany 1856. They
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cal.J.ed it Carnp NPIT.

Ttrat stood for national park?

Yeah. First in Texas or something, I donrt know. Interna -

International. At that t ime, well  they sti l l  are, theytre

trying to make an international park out of i t .  Theyrre

trying to get Mexico to build a park on their side, and make

an international park out of it.

What was the feeling about the international park at the

time? Were the Mexicans in Boquillas and elsewhere

interested?

uh, they didnrt even know anything about i t .

What was your opinion about it as a worker there?

Wel l  [chuck les) ,  I  rea l ly  d idnr t  have much opin ion of  i t .

You know, dt that age I $tasntt thinking about anything but

just doing ny job and having fun. And I real ly, you know,

wasnrt too concerned with any of that.

Tell me about a normal day in your schedule as a CCC member

frorn the tine you got up until the tine you went to bed.

Well,  uh, you got up at f ive otclock. They turned the l ights

on. We had a light plant, and we had one guy that run the,

that would start the motor at f ive otclock in the norning.

And the lights would come on, and then everyone would get up

and go to the bathroom, and, you know, clean up and dress

and everyth ing.  And then at  5 :30 [a .n. ]  you went  to  -  you

gathered at company headquarters building and had roll call

and then you did cal isthenics unti l  six orclock. And then
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you went back to the barracks. And then at 6:30 you went to

breakfast. And, oh, that would probably take close to an

hour, time you had your breakfast, go back to the barracks

and then you cleaned up everything, straightened up

everything, got your work clothes on and, and, and then at

eight orclock everything gathered at the - that went out on

jobs - gathered down at the state and loaded up in the

trucks and went to whatever job they were working on. And,

then worked till noon, and if you were working very far away

you took a lunch. If  you werehtt, why, you came back to camp

for lunch. And, and then at one orclock you went back out on

the job, and then at four o'cIock - I  bel ieve it  was four

orc lock,  yeah,  pret ty  sure,  four  orc lock -  why,  you qui t

work. And then by the time you got in and got cleaned up and

everythinq and, and they had, had your chow at about 5:30,

or  I  guess i t  was at  5 :30 we had chow -  yeah,  5:30 -  you had

chow, and then got through with chow, weIl, then the rest of

the t ime was yours unti l  nine orclock. They turned the

lights out at nine ofclock, and you had to be in the

barracks at nine orclock. Sometime, occasionally theyrd have

bedchecks, come through after the lights were out and have

bed  checks  tha t  you r re . . . .

END OF SIDE rA, r TAPE 1

There were about 150 men there. Were they all frorn that part

of Texas?
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w: WeIl, they were a1l frorn Texas. But f only knew one that

wasnrt. There was an old boy from Arkansas. From Arnity, Ark.

And I canrt remember his name, but he used to get the, he

used to get  a  paper  f rom home -  a  l i t t l -e  o ld . . . .  I  donr t

remember if it was weekly or monthly paper. His motherrd

send it  to hirn. We used to al l  read it  because it  was so

funny.  I t  would sdy,  Mrs.  so-and-sors pr ize hen d ied t  e t

somebody got an opossum in their chicken house, or you know,

l i t t le things l ike that. And, of course, he knew all  the

people. I t  was interesting to him, but we used to sure get a

kick out of i t ,  you know.

What town in Arkansas?

Anity.

A-M-I -T-Y.

Right .

Did you have other newspapers or magazines and nail that

came to you regularly?

Oh, we had mail once a week, but we didnrt have dDy, any

newspaper or any magazines or anything like that.

How did you entertain yourselves when you werenrt working?

Wellr w€ had a rec hall  and we had pool tables. And, and we

played -  a t  n ight  a  lo t  o f  t i rner  wetd p lay pool  or  werd just

sit  around over there fat the recreation hall ]  and talk, you

know. And we did have some... We had two horses and three

burros - three pack burros - and two saddle horses there.

And I  a lways l iked to  r ide,  and I  used to  on weekends. . . .
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Another boy and I - guy named Otis Slayton from Wink - he

was a great  b iq  ta l l . . .  He must  have been s ix  foot  f ive or

six, something l ike that. And great big guy. And he and I

used to r ide horses every chance we got. Wetd ride around

over those mountains and, and....  Then there was horses

would drif t  in there from, well that Ira (?) Hector had had

that, had owned that before the park service bought it from

him or something. Anyhow, he, he ran catt le and horses in

there. . . .  Herd been gather ing them up,  but  he s t i l l  missed a

few,  and there was horses that  would dr i f t  in  there. . . .  I

donrt know where theyrd come from. And werd catch thern and

ride them, well some of them we didnrt r ide. (Chuckles)

Theyrd throw us off,  but any of thern that we could, werd

catch them and ride them. And, we just, uh, we had a great

t ine.

At one tine they got a bunch of hogs down there and was

going to raise hogs (chuckles) in there for, for the camp.

And then they wouldnrt let anybody have a, have an

automobile, if anybody could have afforded one. They

wouldnrt let anyone have an automobile, but theyfd let you

have a horse. And some of the guys bought horses and brought

them in there. And then it got to where there was quite a

few of us would do a lot of r iding, and then the burros al l

got  on. . . .  They le t  them run wi ld  when we werent t  us ing

them, and they aII got on loco weed. And they just as crazy

as they could be. You get on loco weed and you canrt ever
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get thern off of it. We penned thern up and fed then for

months, and the minute you turn them out theyrd go to

hunting that loco weed again and theyfd get just c.razy, and

they were. But when they get on that loco weed, boy a little

bitty, just a l i t t le shout or st ick laying across the road,

and theytd just go nuts. And they come to a l i t t le old place

maybe six inches high, and theytl l  junp l ike they was

junping off a big bluff or something. They just really get

c.razy. I guess theytre just ruined. I donrt know if you can

ever do anything with them.

It sounds like you were living some adventuresome times.

Oh, i t  real ly was. And you didnrt have any worries in the

wor ld ,  you know. You were just  so caref ree,  you just . . . .  You

didnrt have to worry about anything. Just do your job, and I

really had a great t irne.

When I was driving a Cat, why, I used to pull the blade

that you scrapped the roads with, you know, like a

maintainer, only you didnrt have such a thing then. They

just had a thing you pull  behind a Caterpi l lar. Big old iron

wheels on it, and it had the blade on it, and then you had a

man r id ing on i t .  And,  that  guy named Warnick,  he 'd,  herd

been down there with the fi-rst bunch that were down there.

and one of them had turned hirn over on that blade and broke

his leg, and (chuckles) he was real scared of that. But he

was the only one that could operate it - you, you know,

could really work those roads with i t .  So, then, he was
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scared to death, but I had some fun out of hin. You know, I

was driving a Cat pulling him, and he got pretty excited

somet imes (chuckles) .

But, you know, those roads in those rnountains were just

narroht and dirt, You know. They werenrt like they are now.

They were just gravel, and very steep.

You mentioned that you helped construct some of the trails.

Do you remember any of the specific trails that you worked

on and, and what that involved, making a trail?

WeII, I  worked on the trai l  going down to the Window. And, I

worked on some of the - part of the trail going up to the,

well they call  i t  Juniper Flat now, up to the South Rin.

And, well ,  w€ had, we had to move big old boulders and dig

up big tree stumps, and then we would level down, You know,

where it  was too steep, and some places yourd kinda make

steps in the rock so people could, could walk up them,

wherer you know, i t  was too steep. And, i t  was hard work, Do

doubt about that. But it was, it was a lot of fun.

Were there any tourists visiting the park at that tine?

Uh, very seldom. once in a while somebody would come down

there, but the colleger some of the colleges would come down

there on outings, occasionally. I  know SuI Ross - they would

bring a bunch of students down there now and then. And they

would have - designate some of us to show them around.

Do you recall  a lot of wildl i fe in the park at that t ine?

WeIl, there was a Iot of deer, and there was black bear.
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They used to come in and raid the trash cans at night. And,

we had (chuckle) a l i t t le o1d second l ieutenant came down

there and just a few nights after herd been there the,

uh. . . .  He heard the t rash cans rat t l ing outs ide the

off icersr quarters, and he went outside to see what i t  was

and (chuckling) he run up on those black bears, and it liked

to scared hirn to death.

And,  he d idnr t  s tay there long.  He le f t .  WeI I ,  any of

the off icers didntt stay there long. I donrt know whyi boy,

they, there was a really big turnover. We had about four or

f ive different commanding off icers while I was there.

Now, were these rni l i tary off icers?

Yes. And I remember one of them. They said he was a navy

cap ta in .  He rd  been  a  cap . . . .  He  was  a  cap ta in  i n  t he  navy .

And had been assigned there?

Right. Right. But we had one that came in therei he didn't

last  hard ly  any t i rne.  We had a. . . .  WeI l ,  w€ had a s i tdown,

(Chuckles) actually. We went into lunch one day at noon, and

the, the off icersr lunch was part i t ioned off in the end of

the regular mess hall .  And, we just sat down to lunch, and

he decided we were making too much noise and he came out and

ran everybody out of the mess hall .  Wouldnrt let us eat.

And, so we just all went back to the barracks, and when it

came time to go to work at one orclock, nobody just didnft -

no one went to work. We just aII sat, just stayed in the

barracks. And, he radioed, or telegraphed out - anyhow to
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Fort Bl iss and they got with Fort D.A. Russell .  And the next

morning they sent two or three truck loads of soldiers down

there, and an off icer down there. And so this off icer came

around to each of the barracks asking the guys what the

problem was and everything. And when we told him, why, there

hras no more problem. He just shipped, they just shipped that

cornmanding off icer out. And we went back to work. Werd just

decided if  he wouldnrt 1et us eat, we wouldnrt work. And

that was really al l  there was to i t .  But, I  think that those

soldiers they sent down there, they thought we were having a

r io t  or  someth ing down there.  But  there was no. . . .

Were they armed when they arrived?

Huh?

Were the soldiers arrned when they arrived?

Yes. Yes. They al l  had ful l  ful l  packs and al l  their

stuff,  and you know, therers guns and everything. And I

suppose they thought  i t . . . .  No te1 l ing,  he probably  to ld

them we, you know, made it sound worse than it was but it

realIy was no trouble. And the top sergeant, he was with us.

H€,  he to ld  us he d idnt t  b lame us.  He wouldnr t ,  he d idnr t

think we ought to go back to work till they let us eat.

What year was that, Mr. Weaver.

Wel l ,  that  must  have been,  le t ts  see.  That  was in ,  I rm

pretty sure [] .9141. That commanding off icerrs name was

Scoggins. I canrt remember his f irst name, i f  I  ever knew

it. I  doubt i f  I  ever knew it.
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Was this before Pearl Harbor, in L94L?

Yes .  Yes .

Were you at Big Bend when Pearl Harbor was attacked?

Riqht. Right.

What do you recall about that? How did you hear about it?

Wel l ,  you know, we d idnr t  hearr  w€ d idnr t  hear  a whole 1ot

about i t .  W€, we just heard a l i t t le bit,  you know. We got

most of our inforrnation when we went to town, but they did

have everyone s ign up for  the draf t .  I . . . .  When they f i rs t

started the draft, you know, after Pearl Harbor, everyone

[age] eighteen and up signed up. WeIl, I  had quite a

di lemrna,  because I  s t i l l  wasnt t  e ighteen yet .  And I  d idnt t

know what to do, whether to sign up or whether to adnit

(chuckles) I wasnrt o1d enough or what, so I went to the

superintendent, Mr. Davenport, and, and asked hirn what I

should do. And I explained to him, and he l iked to have died

laughing. (Laughs) He thought that was about the funniest

thing hetd ever saw, because, you know, Ird already made

sergeant and, the fact of the business, I think - rnight of

been a l i t t Ie after that, I  made project assistant. f t  was

probably  af ter  that ;  I  dont t  th ink. . . .  Course you could only

stay two years [ in the CCC]. And then the only way you could

stay longer than that, [was] i f  they wanted to keep you,

they could make you a project assistant, which you only got

the same amount - you didntt get anlrmore money or anything,

but it was just a way of keeping somebody in [the CCC] that
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they thought was, was needed, you know.

Is that what you opted to do, stay with the CCC?

Yeah.

So you were not drafted into the rnilitary?

No.  I r l I  te l l  you what ,  I  never  d id  get  draf ted.  I  was 4F.  I

have, ah....  My right leg is about two inches shorter than

my left. I was hurt when I was a kid, and my right leg never

did grow as much as my left one. And, so I never did, f

never did go in the service.

But that didnrt prevent you from staying with the CCC?

No. No. In fact i trs never prevented me from anything. To be

honest, I have done anything anybody else could do, all my

li fe. f t  has never, never had any problem, you know. ft  just

When Pearl Harbor was attacked, h/hat was the atmosphere with

the CCC in Aig Bend.

WeI I ,  we were aI I ,  we couldnr t  understand,  rea l ly ,  what  a l l

was going on. We were so cut off from dily, from any news or

anything down there. I dontt think anyone really realized

just what i t ,  what i t  amounted to. We didnrt seem to, you

know, no one seemed to get very excited. And, then it was

I stayed in until L942 and then they were fixing to

close that camp [at Big Bend] and they hrere going to let

everyone that wanted to go on into the regular army could go

on into the regular army, and the others could go back horne

and wait to be called up in the draft.  And, at that t irne I
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got a job in Marathon, and I went to work there. And I grot a

job in a service station working as a mechanic and also work

in front. And, I worked there a while, maybe four or five

months. Then I went to Fort Stockton and got a job gassing

ai rp lanes out . . . .  They had those l i t t le  o ld  Steerman

ai rp lanes,  that  they -  the f i rs t  t ra in ing the p i lo ts  got . . . .

I  got a job there gassing planes, and then I, I  donrt know,

r think they quit. . . .  I  think they started doing away with

that or something. Anyhow, I got out of a job there, and I

went to Marfa and went to work for Holland-Page building an

airbase out of Marfa there, that they buil t  a airbase out

there just for the f irst twin-engine f lying, for training.

And f worked for Holland-Page for a while tilI we got

through with that job, and then H.B. Zachary had, had a job

buitding just a landing str ip, one of those touch and go

Ianding str ips out, close to Valentine. And I went out there

and worked for them till they got that job finished up, then

I went to work for a freight line in Marfa. I worked there

t i f f ,  oh,  n ineteen and,  wel l  I  was n ineteen then,  so

About  L943,  then?

Yeah, and

Was there any concern in the CCC camp, after the war began

with any problems out of Mexico.

No.  No.  I  never  d id  hear  of  any. . . .  The only  problem I  ever ,

I  eve r . . . .  We I I ,  I  don ' t  know i f  i t  was  a  p rob lem,  bu t  i t

scared us.  There was three of  us going down the r iver . . . .
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Therers a l i t t le old road went from Terl ingua down the river

to, down to, oh where that trai ler park thing is now [Rio

Grande Vi l lagel .  Anyhow, wQ decided. . . .  We were over  at

Santa Elena Canyon, and we decided to go down that river a

l i t t le  p iece,  just . . . .  Somebody had to ld  us there was a beer

joint down there. And, and we went down there, and there was

an old t in building down there with a beer sign on it ,  and

we went up and went in there. There was three of us. And

that place was futl  of - I  guess it  was people from across

the border. They had on those o1d white ducking pants, and

old slip-over white ducking - Iooked like it was made out of

cotton sacks - clothes and they had pieces of t ire, You know

old automobile t ire, t ied on their feet for shoes. And

everyone of them had a big old machete or an old - Iooked

l ike o ld f l in t lock p is to ls  and r i f les,  a l l  rea l  anc ient

looking stuff, you know. And man they glared at us and

(laughs) and it  scared the [ inaudible] out of us. We grabbed

us a beer and took out. We didnrt stay there long.

Could you be more specific about where this beer joint was?

Wetl, i t ,  you know, my memory is vague now. But i t  was just

down the river a little ways fron that Santa Elena canyon,

the mouth of Santa Elena Canyon. Uh, have you been there?

There is a vi l lage called Santa Elena on the Mexican side

near the canyon mouth. Wou1d that be the vicinity it was in?

WeII, i t  probably was, because But I didntt see any

v i l l age  on  the  o the r  s ide  o f  t he  r i ve r .  A11 '  I . . . .  I t  was
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just this l i t t le old t in building out there al l  by i tself.

It was probably, maybe a 100 yards on the American side of

the river.

Would that have been at Castolon?

No, no. I know where Castolon is.

It would have been down river from Castolon.

It was up river from Castolon

Up river.

Right.

oK, was there a farming community at Castolon at that tirne?

Wha t  was  a t  . . . ?

Yeah, and they had an old general store there. And, that old

general store, in the back of it, they had a brand new old

buggy with a fringe on the top and all that fancy stuff, You

know. It  was sitt ing in the back of that building, and it

had rotted through the floor. The floor had rotted under it

and i t  was s i t t ing down on the ground.  r t  was. . . .  The f loor

was maybe a foot off the ground. And that old buggy was

sitting through the floor. The wheels were through the

floor, sitting on the ground in there. But that thing had

never, never been used, and it  had al l  that, you know, that

fancy fringe around the top and all that kind of stuff. It

was. . . .  I t  would rea1ly  be someth ing to  have now.

Were there many people l iving at Castolon in L94L or 42?

Very few. There was very few. Just a few l i t t le old farms

around there.
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what kind of crops did they try to grow?

Oh, they grew melons and different vegetables. Some of them

looked like they were raising some kind of grain for hay,

you know, maybe milo or something like that. They called it

maize. A l i t t le corn, you know, and sguash, okra, just stuff

l ike that .

What was the clirnate like then? I guess itrs not much

different than today, and before air condit ioning, did the

climate give - present any problems?

WeIl, i t ,  i t  did out of the mountains. Up in the mountains

it was f ine. Up in the basin. I t  never got too hot or too

cold - too hot, i t  got cold. But out in those f lats, i t  was

terr ib le  in  the sunmer t ine.  In  JuIy  and August . . . .  We used

to, at one tine we were - we were digging flagstone for

Werd come 20 or 30 rni les out in those f lats where we could

find that f lagstone to build those cabins with and

everyth ing,  and i t  was so hot . . . .  WeI l ,  I rve seen i t  over

there at Study Butte, uh - there was a little o1e general

store there, and it  was made out of t in, had a, had a porch

on the front of it, and they had a thermometer under that

porch and I rve seen it  L25 [degrees] just many a t ime there.

And it  was so hot that you couldnrt, you couldnrt stay on

that ground very long. Itrd burn your feet. I t td bl ister the

bottom of your feet, even through your shoes. And, w€ used

to take. . . .  We had these o le b lue duck ing hats ,  you know,

just made out of blue ducking - the round, just with a round
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brim on them, that just flopped down around, and we used to

take and fold up undershirts or anything we could get and

put under them before we went our there to keep that sun

from beating our brains out. (Chuckles. ) And that country is

terribly hot in the sunmer t ine, out in those f lats.

Did anyone ever have heat stroke or heat exhaustion? Were

there rnedical problems because of the climate?

WeIl, we had, we had one or two get heat exhaustion.

Was medical treatment available at the camp?

WeII, they had, they had a doctor. Had a l i t t le old

infirmary. And had a doctor - I  canrt remember his name. He

was real old. That guy must have been 75 years old. And

Or at least maybe cause I was so young, he just looked

awfully old to me. But he was awfully old.

And, of course when anybody had a real, a real problem,

why - l ike appendicit is or anything l ike thatr w€ loaded

them in an ambulance and took them to Fort D.A. Russell  at

Marfa. And, this fr iend of mine, Otis Slaton, he drove the

ambulance.  And,  lo t  o f  t imes l td  go wi th  h im,  just  for ,  you

know, just to be going when hetd take someone in. But when

someone had appendicitis then, they kept them in bed for

about two rnonths after they operated on them. And when they

got up, i trd take them six or eight months before theytd

ever get where they could straighten up and walk, straight.

They'd go around bent over all the time. And I understand

they donrt do that anymore. But, they would just keep them
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in bed so long that when that growed up, then they couldntt

straighten up, you know. And, i t  was really (chuckles) '

real ly r guess theytve improved nedicine so much now,

you know.

Mr. weaver, do you feel that the CCC was really helpful to

you and your family.

Oh, i t  was very he1pful. And, i t  was really helpful to me. I

grew up in there. It  was just, you know, I just went from a

kid to a man, where I could hold down a job and, and really

make it on my own then. But

You mention

I had no problem after I got out of there. It was just a

job. l ,  f  worked for a truck l ine in San Antonio. I  came to

San Antonio in  [19]46.  I  worked for  a  t ruck l ine 46 years.  I

just retired two years ago.

And you now do what?

Nothing! Nothing but take care of my cattle and fool around.

And how many cattle do you have?

Ah, I have about a hundred head. Irm not sure exactly. I

have, I have three different places leased where f run my

cattle, and, I got forty-something head one place and I gtot

20 head another p1ace, and letrs see - Irm not sure how many

I got the other place.

Mr. Weaver, you mentioned that you traveled aII over the

park area there, uh, do you recall  any old vi l lagesr oF

sett lements or cerneteries in any specif ic locale?
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W: WetI, I  tel l  you what, can you wait a minute or do you want

. . . ?  I r ve  go t  t o  go  to  the  ba th room!

I  su re  can .  I r I l  pause .

oK.

(Pause in interview)

Yes, sir.  Right back here.

OK.  I fm  so r ry .  I  d idn t t

Tha t r s  no

f didntt mean to quit on you, but

Thatrs no problem. Thatts quite okay. (Weaver chuckles) We

donrt have too much longer go here. I was asking if  you

could recall  any specif ic sett lement sites or cemeteries

around the park area that you may have visited.

Uh, Do, uh, I never saw any. We did f ind a few skeletons

around out in that flat out there when we were surveying

there one t ime.

Which flat would that be?

WeIl, thatrs out in, out of the basin, l ike out there

The part they were surveying for... .  That was from, oh, that

would be, from the basin, that would be east and southeast

of the camp, there, down toward Boquillas and up toward

Marathon and, and toward Boquillas and back in that area.

were these burial sites?

No,  no.  There were just  where. . . .  In  fact  we found one one

tirne that hadnrt been dead too long. Had a bullet hole that,

uh. . . .  I t  was a Mexican f rom across the r iver  I  suppose.  Had
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a bul le t  ho le in  i t .

M: And did you ever find out what the circumstances of that

were?

w:  No .  No ,  I  d idn t t ,  because . . . .  I t  was  ta l ked  a l l  t he  t ime

doqn there that those ranchers, when they saw one of those

wetbacks, et - Mexicans - over on their property they just

shot them and left them Iay. That was the qeneral consensus

that they al l  did, and there was no' no questions asked

about them because if they were over there, they were over

there to steal catt le or horses. So, there was really

nothing said about i t .

So there was a 1ot of rustl ing going on.

Yes,  qu i te  a b i t ,  qu i te  a b i t .  In  fact  (chuck les)  '  I

shouldntt say this, i trs probably not true. Just rumor that

the Babbs - Roy Babb and his farnily - would go across the

river and steal those Mexicansr catt le and horses. But I,

you  know,  tha t  i s  j us t ,  t ha t  i s  j us t  a  rumor . . . .

A rumor.

I  wou ldn t t  say  any th ing . . . .  I t  was  ce r ta in l y . . . .  Had  no  i dea

whether it was true or not.

Right. What are your impressions of Big Bend' now that

yourve qone back? Werre talking 50 years Iater. What are

your impressions about changes?

WeIl, i t ,  i t ,  uh, I ike I sdy, everything has changed an

awful Iot. LIh, for the worse, I would say. Therers lots of

the trees in there dying. There was no dead trees, Do dead,
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no dead plants. The sotol

and lecheguil la and stuff

there, uh, lots of the sotol

dying now, and, uh, Iots of

And there was nothing dead back

and green, and f donrt know if

pollution in the are that caused

cause  i t .  Bu t  i t r s . . . .  r t

say prist ine then, you know. It

1n

l_s
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dead trees al l  up in there.

then. Everything was pretty

i t r s . . . .  I t r s  p robab l y  j us t

i t .  I  donrt know what would

was . . . .  We l I ,  f  guess  you rd

was,  i t  was real ly  beaut i fu l .

Do you have any opinions about how the National Park Service

manages Big Bend, and operates it?

WeII, uh, i ly main concern when I was out there [ in 1992] is

none of the rangers that were there knew anything about it.

They had never been over the park, didnrt seem l ike. They,

they knew nothing about the park. They couldntt tell you

anythinq.

And when was this, Mr. Weaver?

WeII ,  i t rs  been a couple of  years ago.  I  was t ry ing to

think. That must have been, uh, well  thatrs been two years

ago. Two years ago in, uh, I guess, two years ago in July, I

bel ieve - Juner oF JuIy.

So you ta lked to  a number of  park rangers. . .?

Oh yeah, I talked to a number of them, and they donrt really

know.. . .  They,  they sa id,  they to ld  me they dont t  ever  get

to stay anyplace very long. They just switch them around

from one place to another. And about, I  think, about al l

they know about a place is what they read about it, you
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know.

And they had changed the names

mountains down there. And, uh, well

th ings.

Do  you .  .  . ?

of lots of those

they call  them different

What we used to caII Christrnas Mountain, they caII Ward

Mountain novr. And, uh, going up to the, going up to the

South Rirn therers a, kind of a plateau up there. They call

i t  Juniper Flat. And, uh, we used to cal l  i t  Lion Canyon.

R -Y -A -N?  Or . . . ?

Uh, what?

Ryan, R-Y-A-N?

No,  L- I -O-N.

Lion Canyon.

There was lo ts  of  mounta in l ions. . . .  ( Ih ,  the reason we cal l

i t  that, there used to be an o1d, there was an old feI low

that trapped lions down there - mountain lions down there.

And he had a l i t t le old pole cabin up there, up in that

place I was talking about - what they called Juniper Canyon,

or Juniper Flatr or whatever they caII i t  now.

That was at the time you were there? He trapped lions?

Yes .

Do you recall  his name?

No,  I  sure donr t .  I  sure donr t .  He was a,  he was an o ld

fel low. Had a - great big o1d tal l  rawboned fel low - had big

old Iong white mustache, hung way down on each side of his
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f ace ,  and ,  uh ,  he . . . .  I  su re  don r t . . . .

D id you ever  ta lk  wi th  h im? Did he ever  . . .?

oh yeah,  I  ta lked to  h im a 1ot  o f  t imes.  But ,  uh,  r  ,  he. .  "

They, they moved him out of there not long after, after that

or something. He wasnrt down there too long after we came

down there.

Did he have any interesting stories to tel l  you?

Oh, (chuckles) not really. H€, he was - every t ime - he

would talk about, you know, about trapping lions and how to

trap them and stuff like that. How herd get then to 9o where

his traps was, and different things l ike that. But, uh, r

donr t  recal l  too much of  i t .

Do your you sti l l  f ind Big Bend a pleasurable place to

v i s i t , ,  and  . . . ?

W: ut r ,  I  cer ta in ly  do.  I  -  that  whole country . . . .  I  just  love

that whole country. I like it around Fort Davis awful weII

t oo .

Are you glad that the park service has preserved the area?

Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. Very gIad.

ff you could advise the park service on anything in

particular, what would you recommend they do differently.

WeIl, I would recornrnend that they had people that knew the

area better, that could give people better information, uh,

about the places there.

Just better history, what exactly happened in a given place?

WeII, y€s, and about, uh, you know, al l  about the park. They
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need people that know nore about the park and about all the

mountains and some of the, like you say, the history and'

and the areas and things that happened in those areas in the

past and, and stuff l ike that.

But, uh, out there at Panther Junction where the park

quarters - headquarters - are, they used to be a spring

there we called coyote springs. It  was a l i t t le hole of

water, and uh, we used to go up there sometimes and haul

water when hre needed water for road work. Wetd go up there

and load up. We had a tank we tied up on the back of one of

those flatbed trucks and hauled out there and loaded up with

water - one of those old one-armed johnnies, they called

them that you just slipped back and forth and pumped the

water through the hoses, you know. Man, those things a lot

of work. Take you aII day to f i l l  up that tank, just about.

Course you wouldnrt get over half a ga1lon at a l ick, i f

t ha t  much .  I t  was . . . .  I t ' d  t ake  you  a I I  day  to  do  i t .

But we used to haul those rocks out of that flat when

we were - hauled them. We had a water barrel about ever

quarter to half a rniIe, all the way up in there [weaver is

referr ing to  the road to  the Chisos Basin l .  And,  uh,  werd

have to stop - had pull-offs there - and put water in those

old trucks. They werenrt very powerful. And, Iot of t irne we

have to stop and unload some of the rock on the side of the

road before werd get up that mountain.

END OF TAPE 1, SIDE B



BEGINNTNG OF TAPE 2, SIDE A

W: (inaudible) and they couldnft get over that mountain and

rrd have to go up there the day they were coming and, with a

Caterpillar, and sit down there just below where you topped

out [on the road to Chisos Basin], oh, maybe a 150 yards

there was kind of a dog-Ieg there and it got real steep and

Itd go over there and sit over there and wait for them to

get there, and then ftd push them on over. lweaver is

referring to grocery trucks from Alpine, Tx., that had

diff iculty pull ing their loads up the Chisos Basin road and

to the CCC carnp in the basin.l

M: Do you recall  who that was from Alpine that was bringing

groceries?

W: No, I sure donrt. I  sure couldnrt teII you what company it ,

was .  f  r ea l l y  can r t .

Did you have refrigeration of any kind at the camp.

WeII, w€ had a we had, yeah, we had a l i t t le o1d, l i t t le

old walk-in icebox. Yeahr w€ had a l i t t le refr igeration

where we could have some, some meat. I t  wasnrt but - a few

vegetables i t  wasnrt very big. And it  was always giving

trouble. But we did have refrigeration. And we had great big

old iron stoves in the barracks. They [were] to burn coal

in. And, it got awfully cold down there. And one winter

there in the barracks that f f was in barracks B when f

s tayed in  the barracks.  And,  somehow or  other . . . .  Werd bank

those fires at night and leave them burning and the
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damper.. -.  I  donft know how it got - happened - but that

night the darnper got closed on there and like to killed all

of us with that coal smoke. (th, f know f was, f was in the

infirrnary for about two weeks. And just old yellow junk

arrunning out of my head constantly. And, uh, and some of

the boys they had to send to Fort D.A. Russell ,  were in such

bad shape. It ,  i t  just come very near ki l l ing a bunch of us.

And, to this day I can just get a l i t t le whiff of coal smoke

and it  just nearly chokes me to death.

So there were some dangers of working and living there?

Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. I teII you, the most dangerous thing -

and I donrt know unti l  this day, frve marveled at i t  ever

since - is how some of us boys driving those trucks over

those mountains didnrt get ki l led. Because none of us knew

how to drive. We just started driving when vre just get in

the truck and start driving. And those old trucks, you know,

had mechanical brakes on them. They didnrt even have

hydraulic brakes. And, w€ hauled some pretty good loads on

them up and down those mountains. And, uh, those, those

grades were steep.

And, uh, you know, not knowing any more about driving

than we d id. . . .  The only  one we ever  had,  we had,  uh -  one

boy run into the back of a, another one out there in the

flats one day. They were haulj-ng, uh, f donrt remember what

they were hauling - dump trucks, and just going down old

dirt trai ls, you know. [They] just made the road in through
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there, and it was so dusty this one guy stopped and another

one run into the back of hin - couldnrt see hin in that

dust. You couldnrt see anything.

And then we had one,  uh,  one boy. . . .  f t  was up on that ,

oh, that little flat area up there where the, where the

cabins are now - the park, you know, the tourists courts are

now. Uh, he was driving a truck and he had epilepsy and no

one knew it.  And he had a, had a spe1l, and l iked to ran off

that mountain, but he hit a big rock and stopped hirn. And it

didntt do very much damage. And, uh, but they, uh, put him

out, you know, they wouldnrt, wouldnrt let anybody with,

w i t h  ep i l epsy . . . .

Work in the CCC?

Right.

I  see .

I f  they knew.. . .  Herd got  in  wi thout  them knowing he had i t ,

you know, and they. . . .  But  that rs  when they found out ,  when

he had that  spel l  and,  hers just  lucky he d idnr t  s tar t  o f f

that mountain. He hit that big rock and stopped hirn.

You mentioned, Mr. Weaver, that there hrere a lot of, uh,

wildl i fe there. Were you al lowed to hunt deer to supplement

you r  d i e t ,  o r  any . . . ?

Oh  no .  No .  We  d idn r t . . . .  We  we ren r t

hunting. And, Dh, course no one had

no one had guns anlmray, except just

homes, you know. Everybody had guns

allowed to do any

guns. Course, back then,

the people in their

in their homes, but
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nobody carried pistols or anything l ike that, at any t ime,

except the law [ inaudible]. The commanding off icer - he was

allowed to carry a gun.

But  other  than that . . . .  No,  we had,  and do you know aI I

the tirne I was there no one ever got bit by a - snake bit.

And, uh, they say now, two or three - two or three, they

have two or three tourists a year, maybe more, 9et snake bit

up there. But we never had - I never saw a snake all time

a ratt lesnake - al l  t ine I was there. There was lots of deer

and javelina and black bear. There was a few black bear.

You, you didntt hardly see then in the daytirne. You just

at night. Quite a number of rnountain l ions. But, uh, they

were all rnore afraid of us than we were them, you know. And,

uh, we had no trouble.

You know, there was one mountain there I always, I

often wondered what it was that - well, you know, do you

know where the Window is?

Yes .

Ok. That, that mountain r ight on the right side of i t .  I f

you face, going toward the Window on the right side, that

big old bald mountain - we called i t  Baldy. You know, we

were over there one day and on, around on the back side of

it there was a great big crack in solid rock going down in

that  mounta in.  Oh,  i t rs  probably  a foot ,  foot  and a hal f

wide, that big old crack was. And, I donrt know how deep it

went. We threw rocks in it and never could hear them hit the
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bottom no place. Hear thern ricocheting one side to the

other.

And there was an old hand-made windlass there by that.

Uh, i t  just, uh, oh, you know made for a winch, you know.

But it was just handmade, made out of wood. And it had a

great big old rope, must of been, oh, inch and a half or two

inches around. That rope was at least an inch and a half

big. Urr, just about a f ive-foot piece of i t ,  you know, t ied

on to that old windlass. And f often wondered if sornebody

was trying to mine down in there, orr or what. But, I  tr ied

to find out some of those things from some of those park

rangers and they didnrt know anything about anything, you

know. And they didnrt know where the springs were down

there, and, ot anything l ike that.

Were, was some rnining taking place in that area while you

were there?

Uh, Do, just at Terl ingua. And, Study Butte was doing a

l i t t1e rnining there, but Terl ingua - that quicksi lver rnine

over  there -  was only  th ing. . . .  But ,  uh,  the way I

understand it ,  from, from way back in - I  donrt know how far

back - people have been exploring that country... .  You know,

therers supposed to have been bur ied t reas. . ,  uh,  the uh,

way back in the....  The Spaniards were supposed to have had

a mine there, that Lost Mine Peak.. . .  They was supposed t,o

had a real r ich si lver nine there and, and they had, they

had covered it up, hi-d it when they left. The Indians run
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them off, or something. And, people have been exploring that

country as long as I can remember, trying to find treasure,

and tooking for ore and al l  kinds of stuff l ike that.

You mentioned f inding a couple of bodies, or skeletons. Did

you ever f ind any art i facts, €r, fron the Spaniards or the

Mexicans or the ni l i tary.

No. sure didn't.  Never did. Never found anything.

Never found any si lver of gold, either.

No. No. I understand that guy at that Burnam ranch had found

uh, uh, a real - oh, i t  was a bar of si lver, but i t  was

real, wasnrt ref ined down real good. They found it  up there

some place close to that Lost Mine Peak. But, uh, thatrs the

only thing f ever heard of.

Did you social ize any with the, the ranchers in the area?

Like the Sti l lwells? Were you fanil iar with the Sti l lwell

fan i ly .

LJh, yes. But, uh, oh yeah. I knew quite a few of them. I

cantt recall  too many names, now. Uh, the Burnarn Ranch, I

worked out there sometirnes when, during roundup. WeII, one

of the foreman down there, Lloyd Wade, I dated his daughter.

And, uh, he was, some way he was related to the Burnams.

And, uh, when they were going to round up, why he got

them. . . .  They rd  h i re ,  h i re  me .  I t d  t ake  -  eve ry  so ,  eve ry

hitch, every six months you got a six day leave. And, uh, I

would, I would put in for my leave when they were going to,

going to be working catt le out there. And Itd go out there

W:
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and, and work cattle for them.

Where was the Burnam ranch located from the Basin?

WelI, i t  was, i t  was, uh - you know you come out Green Gulch

and it was right where the entrance to the park was before

they bought  a l l  that ,  i t rs ,  uh. . . .  L ike I  say they moved

those roads, and I canrt - I  was trying to f igure out before

where that old building was. I couldnrt never f ind the, see

where the site of the old building. But it was right there

around where, close to where the park headquarters are nos/.

What do your er, what did the building look l ike, that you

recal l?

It was an adobe building. White, white-washed adobe

bui ld ing.

Were there corrals and windnil ls?

Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. Had corrals, windrni l l  and everything.

And, uh, uh, Iike I sdy, I went out there and worked cattle

with them. But the house had burned before I ever went out

there and it  was just the walls standing. And, uh, the, the

Burnam that live there - Wadie Burham they called him - he,

he l ived in one of the out buildings at that t ime. And,

uh. . . .  But  there was a lso another  l i t t le  house there,  a

l i t t le old wooden house, just inside where the park was. It

h tas  j us t  as  you  a re  go ing  i n ,  j us t . . . .  We l I ,  t hey  had  a

fence there and they had a cattle guard where the park

entrance started at that time before they bought the other

Iand.
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This would have been where Panther Junction is,

approximately, today.

Riqht, just, just on up further from Panther .lunction toward

the camp [at chisos Basin] just a l i t t le ways, maybe a

quarter or half nile. Just as you went through that cattle

guard into the camp on the right, sitting back there about,

about f i f ty yards off the road was a l i t t le old wooden

house. Had a, i t  was facing south. Had a porch out on the

front. I t  wasnrt very large, maybe, you know, maybe two

rooms.  And,  uh,  rea l  peaked roof ,  sh ing le roof .  I t  was just

a old, typical old wooden house. But i t  was in pretty good

shape. I think somebody had recently been living in it or

something, because it  was pretty well ,  pretty weII, you

know, kept.

You mentioned Ms. Wade. Was she one of the few ladies around

the area?

WelI, uh, Lloyd Wade was one of the foreman down there. And

they had, uh, two houses for the foremen up there, and, and

during the summer when there wasntt any school, why theytd

bring their famil ies and l ive down there. And, uh, i t  was

Lloyd Wade and his wife and he had two daughters. And, uh, I

went with the youngest one.

Do you recall  the daughtersr names?

(ttr, Sarah. Sarah [sounds l ike Farrel l ]  was her name,

and she had an older sister named Alice. And Alice taught

school at Study Butte.
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In the winter, did they l ive

Marathon. In the winter they

So they could go to school?

in Alpine or Marathon?

lived in Marathon.

Right. But back in those days, uh, thatrs the way lots of

the ranch people did, an)roilay. Their families lived on the

ranch with them in the, in the summer when school was out,

and, uh, then, uh, the women and the children all moved to

town for the winter all through the school term, and then

each sunmer theytd go back and live with their husband on

the ranch. It  was so far, some of those people l ive so far

from, from any school or any town or anything.

Yeah, you were talking about the Sti l lwells. frve met

HaI I ie  St i11wel1,  but  i t ts  been a long t ine ago.  And,  uh,  I

donrt know if her daughter or her what, but I knew her.

Missr €r [covers up Weaver renark]. She has a daughter

that l ives with her at the StiI IwelI store. I  don't recalI

her name, immediately.

WeIl, where is the Sti l lwell  store. TelI me that.

Uh ,  i t  i s  l oca ted ,  uh . . . .

On Persinrmon Gap down there on the Stillwell ranch?

Yes, i t f  s east of Persirnmon Gap.

oK .

Just before where you enter Big Bend.

Yeah,  that rs  where St i1 lwe1l  ranch was.  A l r ight ,  her

daughter was red-headed, and she was kind of chunky, when

she vras young. And f been j-n a crowd with her a l-ot of
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times. f knew her, you know, dt that t ine, quite well .  After

I, uh, got out of CC camp and was workj-ng there at Marathon,

we were in the same crowd a lot, you know, going out dating

and stuff like that. f never did date her, but r was in the

c rowd  w i th  he r  when  she . . . .

Mr. weaver, you left the CCC in L942. Uh, what prompted

that?

WeII, they were f ixing to break it  up and close it  up. And

they had told us there were going to, there were going to

close it and the ones that wanted to go right on into the,

to the Army, could do that and the others, the others could,

uh ,  you  know,  cou ld . . .

Would be discharged. . .  ?

wai t  for  the draf t ,  and,  and,  uh,  so a l i t t le  whi le ,

just, they were, they, €r, they had told us they were going

to do that, and just before, uh, t ime - naybe two or three

weeks beforehand - why, I got this offer, this job, in

Marathon, and I took it and got out.

Were you in a much better f inancial situation after you left

the CCC?

Oh, yeah, Yes, much better. f lh, yeah, I ike I saidr you

can r t ,  uh . . . .  Peop le  t ha t  d i dn t t  l i ve  t hose  t imes ,  can r t ,

they canf t irnagine. You know, you just canrt cornprehend how

tough it  was. Uh, you just couldntt get any money. There

just wasnrt any money. And it  was hard to get food. There

was no work. There was no work, for a man couldnrt even get

M :

W :

w:

4 9



W:

a job,  rnuch less a k id .

M: So you feel that you would have had a hard time surviving

had it not been for the CCC opportunity?

fth, yeah. Sure would have. Sure would have. I think that, I

think that CCC kept a lot of boys out of, from getting in,

leading, into criminal l ives, you know, frorn stealing and,

maybe robbing, and stuff l ike that. Because it  was, i t  was

so hard to make it, that I think a lot of them would have,

would have probably done that if they hadnrt gotten in the

ccc.

Have you maintained any fr iendships or contact with, €f,

fellows that were there in the camp with you?

No,  you know, I  rea l ly  havenr t .  Because everybody,  uh,  wel1,

I stayed with - a couple o1d boys and I - we stayed around

together for a couple of years, pretty close, and then we,

we split up and each went their own way. fltr, old Otis

Slayton, he got married, and then, he left and went back -

he l ived at Wink [Tx]. And I think, I  understand that he

went to Wink. And then, uh, oh, there was an old boy named

EIy Bradford, l ived at Fort Davis. And, uh, he went his way.

He was a close fr iend. And then, uh, I worked for that

freight 1ine, and then, uh, my wifers father came out there

as terminal manager.

They, well  they had a mess out

l ine, the old boy that was terminal

gone south with a bunch of the money

50

there. That freight

managfer out there, had

and, uh

M :

W:



M :

W :

M :

W :

This was at Marathon?

No, at Marfa. And he fhis future wifers father] came out

there to straighten it out, and he brought his daughter and

tha t  was  my  down fa l l ,  cause  when  I  saw he r ,  l l aughs ] . . . .  I ,

I  though I couldnrt l ive without her.

What is her name, Mt. Weaver.

Uh, Nell ie Jean Gunter. WeII, i t  was Gunter before we were

marr ied.

M: Right. Mr. Weaver, werve talked about a lot today. Uh, is

there anything I haventt asked you about that yourd l ike to

mention.

W: WeI I ,  I  canr t  th ink of  anyth ing.  Just  o f f  hand.  L ike I  Sdy,

my memory is not as good as i t  used to be. I cantt recall ,

you know, things, uh, especial ly dates and names. I have a

hard t irne recall ing dates and names.

Well ,  YIy. Weaver, f  ' i l  going to conclude interview right

appreciate yourhere, and Irm going to shut off our tape.

t ine.

END OF INTERVIEW
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