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T'NIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO
ORAL HISTORY INSTITUTE

Brc BEND NATTONAL PARK ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, 1994

INTERVIEWEE/ADDRES9: Jul ia Nait Moss, 810 East Avenue A, Alpine,
Tx . ,  79830 .  Phone :  9L5 -837 -3264 .

TNTERVTEW BY: JOhN R. MOore

DATE: Feb.  27 ,  L994

IJENGTH OF INTERVIEW/LANGUAGE: t hour/English

SUIIII{.ARY: Moss, born L92L at Marathon, Tx., grew up on the NaiI
fani ly ranch in what is now Big Bend National Park. She discusses
social l i fe among residents of the area before and during the
acquisit ion of property for inclusion in the park. She recalls
meeting Roger ToIl of the National Park Service, who stayed at
her familyts home while inspecting the Chisost south r im and
other areas to determine the feasibi l i ty of Big Bend being
included in the park system. TolI apparently stayed with her
fanily inrnediately before his death in New Mexico in an
automobile accident.

Moss discusses the effects of drought and l ivestock grazing
on the area at the time her farnily sold its property to the
government. She larnents the destruction of her family home by the
park service inrnediately after the fanily vacated the park. She
also offers her opinions on park service preservation policy,
predator control and the effect of the Great Depression of the
1930s on ranchersr  dec is ions to  se1l  the i r  proper ty .

She also provides detai l  on her education, by a private
governess, at the fanily home during the Depression. She has some
recollections of contact with members of the Civi l ian
Conservation Corps in the L930s and early L940s. The interview
contains several background conments by her husband, John Moss,
who also is a long t ime resident of the area. Nail  farni ly
documents pertaining to the sale of property for park use are
maintained at Su1 Ross State University Library in Alpine.



Big Bend National park Oral History project

Jul ia Nail  Moss
By John Moore

February 27, 1994

[This  is  a ]  B ig Bend OraI

Julia Moss at her home at g1O

[This] interview t isl by John

EI  Pasol

History Project interview with

East Avenue A, Alpine, Texas.

Moore. [University of Texas at

M :

N :

Mrs. Moss, if you would telr us about when and where you were

born and your fani lyrs background in Big Bend.

Alright. r was born in Marathon at the home of rny grandmother

on May 30, L92L. My grandparents came to the Big Bend from

Menard or close to the [area]. They ranched near Menard. And

they came in 1908. And rrm not sure when Grandfather bought

the ranch, probabry a year or so before that, but thatrs when

the whore famiry moved out in June of 1909. And they

settled at Government springs, which is right at the mouth of

Green Gurch. And their home was sti lr  standing unti l  the

[Nat ional ]  Park [serv ice]  tore i t  down.  so therers rea l ry

nothing there, I don't bel ieve, to mark that spot.

could you better describe where Government springs is, at

least in relation today to the park headquarters at panther

Junction?



N : we1l, i trs more or less r ight at the head of the road to

Green Gurch up to the [chisos] Basin. of course, i trs west

Panttrer Junction. Irm not sure how far.

I t rs  wtrere you turn of f  to  go up. . .

Right, r ight.

. . . t o  t he  Bas in  on  a  paved  road?

And  i t ' s  down . . . .  And  the re  i s  a  sp r ing  s t i l l  t he re ,  bu t  r

donr t  see lany markers there] .  And,  of  course,  r  rea l ly

havenrt been down there. r donrt think, that there [are

markers therel. There may be markers there. rrm not sure.

when your grandparents moved to the Big Bend area in 1908,

what prompted them to pick that location?

wel l ,  r t r t  sure i t  was arways f inancia l .  you know, therefs

always economic reasons for ar1 these moves. And, r donrt

know why, r tve often wondered why they left.  seems rike they

didnrt better themserves as far as country was concerned, you

know. rt always seemed to get trorse every time they moved

west, but, r guess, land was cheaper and they courd get more

o f  i t .

So they bought  an establ ished ranch. . .

Yes .

. . .rather than homesteading?

They did. werl,  rtm not sure just how much, but r imagine a1r

the rand was owned around the mountains at that time. rn

fact, there were two houses. There was one across a kind of

a ravine - and r donrt know who owned that either - but there

up

of

M :

N :

M :

N :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :



M :

N :

M :

N :

was another family close by.

And then, ry father came the next year in L9og. He and

his brottrer, sam and Jim Nail, moved to the park from Bayror

county- And, r think, rrm not sure why they moved except, r

think, Daddy was t ired of farrning.

And your fatherrs name was Jim NaiI?

No. My fatherrs name was Sam.

Sam Nail?

Yeah. And Jim was his brother. They came together. Jim was

older. And they sett led, f irst, close to Dugout fwel1s] and

then they moved up into - welr, they carred it - Nail canyon

at that t irne. Letrs see, they calr i t  pine canyon now. And

they buil t  a 1og cabin up there, which stood untit  oh, r

donr t  know.  r t rs  been a good many years s ince i t  fer l  down,

bu t . . .

At the t ime of their arr ival, was there st i l l  a conrmunity at

Dugout?

weI I ,  r  guess.  weI l ,  r ,m not  sure.  r  donr t  know whether  the

Greens had [already arrived]. r donrt know when they came.

And the creens lived at Dugout at one point?

Yes, they did, but rrm not sure they were there at that t irne.

But r just know he always said that they settled close to

Dugout. They camped there, realry, untir they buirt this

cabin up in the mountain. And they stayed there a few years

and then, later, they moved over on the west side where r grew

up and r at the Nail Ranch, which is just about two mires

M :

N :



M :

N :

M :

west of the mountain, we,st of Oak Canyon.

And the Nail Ranch was separate frorn your grandparentrs ranch?

Oh,  y€s,  yes.  Uh-huh.

So your father bought property...

Yes .

. . . i n  add i t i on  to  wha t  you r  g randparen t r s . . .

Yes, uh-huh. Actually, my grandparents moved out here with

all  of their chi ldren. There were seven children in the

fanily. They didn tt al l  come at the same tirne. But i t

finalry wound up in the hands of the youngest boy, who was

watty, Jr. And then rny grandmother moved to Marathon [and]

buirt a house in Marathon in about LgL6, r think, i t  was.

And you were born in 1925?

[1e ]2L .

lL9J2tt rrm sorry. was your mother from this area or was your

father married at the time he moved to Big Bend?

No,  they marr ied rate in  l i fe ,  which is  sor t  o f  werr ,  r

shouldnrt say - customdry, but with our branch of the family

i t  is  (chuckres) .  No,  they were nei ther  one marr ied.  But ,

retrs see, when the Burnams came out here that was my

motherrs name - welr, there were three boys and four girrs in

that fani ly. The oldest gir l  was married. And she came about

L910,  r  th j -nk,  or  maybe -  werr ,  r r rn  not  cer ta in  -  t in l  abbut

[L9]10 or lL9lL2, but the rest of thern arl came together and

rnarried after they got out here. Except two of the girls

never did marry.



M :

N :

Had your motherrs famiry also sett led in the Big Bend area or

were they in Atpine or Marathon?

No- see,  my mother  was a Burnam and so she. . . .  They set t red

in the Big Bend.

so they were neighbors to your father and grandparents?

Yes, uh-huh. And, of course, there were a rot of peopre down

there at that time and a rot of young folks, ds you might

expect. r donrt guess it  was a country for (chuckres) order

peopre, but there were a lot of people in the Basin. Now,

they may have come at different t imes, but rrve just heard

them tark about al l  the different famil ies, you know, that

they knew. And they arso knew the people at the mines t inl

Study Butte [and] Terl ingua.

was the Leary fanily in the neighborhood at that time?

WeI l ,  the But t r i l ls  were here,  but  the. . .

The Buttr i l ls?

. - -Learysr were not,. yeah. And the Buttr irrs were one of the

fanil ies that they visited. They rived up in Rosil los

[Mountains] at that t irne. And, of course, i t  was a good ways

and they always had to go horseback. of course, they came by

wagon so when they visited they usually spent the night. And,

of course, the Hannels then were down at close to where the

grave is. Do you know where they lived?

ffm not sure where the grave is.

werr, you can see it frorn the road on the way toward the

chisos. And they l ived close to there. r canrt describe it

M :

N :

M :

N :



M :

N :

M :

exactly.

And whose grave is this?

I t rs  Mrs-  Hannel rs-  [She]  d ied and was bur ied there.

what is your earl iest recollection of l iving at the NaiI

Ranch? And what do you recall about your family home and the

surroundings and neighbors at that time?

WeI1, i t  was a fun ptace to grow up, f think. Of course, f

had a little brother that was two years younger than r. He

died at the age of nine, but when I was t iny, you know, i t

was. . . .  we st i l l  had to  -  wel1,  r  guess,  my parents must  have

had a model T Ford by the tirne r was born. r rm not sure when

they bought it, but, anyway, it took alt day to get to town.

r remember that. rt  was a long ways. we didnrt go very

often. And the way we came to town was up through srick Rock

and up toward the Alpine road and then up back through down

(Oro  cap )???  to  Mara thon .  And . . .

Thatrs  a roundabout  way compared to  todayrs. . .

compared to now, although at that tine, it was the most direct

route to our place because hre were on the west side of the

mountain, you see. And the nines were hauling quicksirver.

They went to Marathon at that tirne. They hauled it in wagons

And these are the mines at Terringua and study Butte?

At Terlingua and study Butte, uh-huh. And - r donrt know what

I was start ing to tel l  you.

What was your home like at the NaiI Ranch?

N :

M :

N :



N : WeII, i t  was pretty native. I  mean, i t  was an adobe, just

Mexican style, because Daddy had had a Mexican build i t .

Actually, it was two rooms to begin witn - two adobe rooms -

and then, later, they added a lumber sleeping porch and

ki tchen on the west  s ide of  that .  And that rs . . . .  I  never

did, realIy, understand why the park tore it down, but when

they first went in they tried to obliterate every sign of

human habitation. And sor r guess, that was one of the

reasons.

TeII me about how long you l ived there. were you sti l I  r iving

at the ranch at the t irne the park service...

Yes .

. . . t ook  ove r . . .

Uh-huh.

. . . i n  L944?

uh-huh. we11, actualry, r think they had to leave in - werl,

rnaybe yourre r ight. Maybe it  was lLg)44. r think they reft

in, maybe, January of t19143 or somewhere along the end of

[ 1e ]43 .

Terr me about what you recall  transpir ing, f irst, with the

state of Texas and then, later, with the Nationar park service

as far  as your  fami ly  proper ty  becoming. . .

welr, of course, r rearly didntt pay that much attention. of

course, r knew that there vras talk about alr of this. And

nobody, rea1Iy, wanted to Ieave, [especial lyl the people that

had been there for any length of time. we thoughtr you know,

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :



it was fine to trave a

the t trree C [Civi l ian

Because my father had

too hard to, you know,

B a s i n .

state park in the fChisos] Basin when

Conservat ion Corps]  boys came €[Dd. . . .

once owned that section and it was just

to get your livestock in and out of the

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

Your father.

He owned it one t ime.

. . . S a m . .

Y e s .

.  .  . N a i l

S o .  . .

had owned.

. . . t he  Bas in  a rea?

Yes .

I t  was  be fo re  the re . . .

was anything there?

uh-huh. And then, of course, r guess, Homer wilson owned it

when the park came in.

The state started about, r berieve, [ in] L933 in acquir ing

property?

Yes .

. . . i n  t he  a rea?

Yeah, they got the Basin. And then they were working on the

other... .  what r remernber, mainry, was that they kept

bringing all these vrps down to see the park, you know, and

they usually came to our house to spend the night and rent

horses from Daddy. And then he would take them up to [Blue

creekl - They usuarry went up to Blue creek. r suppose

M :

N :

M :

N :



M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

wel1, Itm sure the reason they did that was because they

wanted to show them the South Rim and Boot Canyon.

And the Blue Creek,  is  that  whatrs . . .

And it  was easier to get to i t .

. . . today ca l led the Blue Creek Ranch?

Yes. rt was easier to go up Blue creek. you see, they had to

ride horseback from Blue creek on up to - about where the Blue

creek headquarters is now - on up to the mountain. so it was

a pretty rough ride on some of those fel lows. (Iaughs)

Do you remember any part,icul-ar VIps by name?

Gee, there was such a - werr, r guess, the one r remember most

was Roger To11. He was such a nice man and very poli te and

courteous. A lot of them just never even said thank you for

a l l  the,  you know, the favors that  we d id for  them and just . . .

And  Mr .  To11  was  w i th  the . . .

He  was . . .

National Park Service?

Actually, he was the superintendent of yerrowstone at that

point and died not too long after that.

I  be l ieve he d ied near  Deming,  New Mexico. . .

Did he?

- . .on h is  way f rom Big Bend to Ar izona in  a car  acc ident .

He was one of the nicest people. And, of course, there were

a lot of locals who went down with him each time.

Do you recaII what Mr. Toll  [rooked rike], how he appeared?

Could you describe hin?

M :



N: WeLl, of course, I was not very old at the t ime, but I

[remember] he was just very kind and courteous and expressed

his appreciation, you know. And f remember ny mother

appreciated that.

Did they s tay at  your . . .

Yes .

. . . r anch  house?

They all stayed at our house overnight. They had to, you

know. And then, Daddy would drive the horses on up to Blue

Creek. And then, they could drive up to BIue Creek to about

where the headquarters is and then ride frorn there.

What was your father's opinion about rel inquishing his

property to the park?

N: WeII, you know, nobody really wanted to, but what people

forget (chuckles) is that we were in the nidst of a drought as

well as the depression at that point. And it  was a terrible

drought, the worst werve ever had. And, I think, i f  i t  hadntt

been for that, I  dontt think they would have even considered

se l l i ng ,  bu t . . .

Th is  would have been what  year  that . . .

We I l ,  I  can r t  be  spec i f i c .  I t  was . . . .  Because  these  peop le

kep t . . . .  Seems  to  me  l i ke  t hey . . . .  We l l ,  I  know ,  i n  I  j _9 ]34

and [19]35 there were a lot of people that came down. Maybe

[19 ]33 .  I rm  no t  ce r t a i n .

And  then ,  I  guess ,  a f te r . . .

We should, also, not forget that that was the middle of the

M :

N :

N :

M :

10



N :

M :

N :

depress ion  as  we l1 . . .

WeI l ,  that rs  what  I  sa id.  Yeah.

.  - .as wel l  as the drought .

People talk about the depression, but then they forget what a

bad, bad drought [we had]. And when the park people keep

talking about the vegetation, you know, how the ranchers had

ru ined the land. . . .  There wasnr t  much to ru in .  There just

wasnr t  any grass.  (chuck les)

Yes, I believe the park service contends that ranchers had

over-grazed.

Yes, they did. And another thing that I had read in some of

their publications is that ranchers, after they had sold their

land, you know, they al lowed then to stay, gather their stock,

and gave them a year to find a place to go. They contend that

they bought more stock and brought it down with the thought

of . . . .  Because they were angry,  which wasnr t  the case.  I

mean ,  you  know,  they  d idn t t  [ have  to  se l l ] . . . .  We l l ,  t hey

practical ly did have to se1l because, you know, one lone

hangout canrt battle the whole government. But that was

certainly not the case. fn the f irst place, none of them had

the money to buy more stock to bring in.

M :

N :

N :

M :

M: The condi t ion of  the drought  and the depress ion. . . .  Was your

fanily pretty cash poor at that tirne?

Yes, everybody was, uh-huh, but we were al l  in the same boat.

(chuckles)

The l ivestock, were they sufferingf because of lack of forage?

1_L



N :

M ;

Many of them died.

And I dontt know if you remember. There was a government

program at that tirne. They would have all probably starved to

death, ots most of them, if the qovernment hadnrt come in and

paid.  I  th ink i t  was,  I  donr t  know,  just  a  few dol lars  a

head. And then they shot the anirnals and buried them because

they were dying anyway. And then Irve heard others sdy,

rrWell-, !'rhy didntt they take that rneat and feed it to people

who needed it?t '  But i t  was not possible. The roads were so

bad and refr igeration wasntt there. I t  was just no way they

could have done it .

There was no way to  preserve. . .

No .

. . . t he  mea t?

And,  bes ides,  you know, i t  was so poor  and. . . .  (chuck les)

What year did your fanily sign over its property? You said

once they sold i t ,  they had a year to relocate.

Yes.  Wel l ,  yes,  f  rea l ized that  there were d i f ferent  t ies,

but f donrt remember. Like you were saying, I know they had

moved, By lL9)44 they had moved out. But it was sornetime

during [the early 1940s] because I graduated frorn SuI Ross

IState University, Alpine, Texas] in tL9)42 and then in

January of  [L9]43 I  went  to  Washington,  D.C.  to  work.  And

sometime during that year of [19]43, i t  must have been when

they  moved  ou t . . .

Moved  f rom. . .

N :

M :

L2



N :

M :

N :

. . .because I was not at home when they actually moved.

Where did your parents relocate?

They f irst bought a place up in whatrs

[BJ-ack Gap wildl i fe management area].

Black cap game preserve?

the game preserve

was  t he  o l d . . .

WelI, yeah, not Black Gap actually. I t  was the Walker place.

I was trying to think which Walker I canrt [remember]

(chuckles) was l iving there. Anyway, there was a l i t t le

rock house there. But they didnrt stay there very long

because, welI, Daddy just didntt l ike i t  as well as he thought

he would, I guess. And, then, they bought the place over in

Chalk Draw, which had belonged to the Schullers, Nolan

Schuller was l iving there at the t ine.

During the process of the government taking control of

ranchersf property, did your father and mother and other

ranchers every corlectivery get together and discuss what was

about to happen?

Well, not col lectively. At least I donrt remember that they

did. I know I remember hearing thern taIk. When sornebody

would come, you know, they would discuss it .

They  d idn r t  c rea te  an . . .

No .

. . . assoc ia t i on  o r . . .

No. I guess they werenrt as fanil iar with the way the

government operates as they are now. (chuckles) And, I

remember, Homer Wilson was our closest neighbor. you know,

now

I t

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

13



M :

they lived in oak Canyon. And, I guess, he had more money

than anybody e1se, but i t  was al l  t ied up in land and stock so

tre didnrt have any money either, actuaIly. But he said, You

know, that there was just no way that we could fight. I mean,

if the government made up their mind to take it, there was no

point in trying to hold on because they would win anlnaray and,

then, youtd just lose everything in lawsuits.

Did your family and others, to your knowledge, agree that

where they lived and the scenery and the environment was of

national park quali ty?

Yes, I think they appreciated the beauty of i t  al l  along.

They always did.

And they saw that  i t  was. . .

Oh ,  yes .

. . .somewhat  unique?

I think thatrs one reason they went there, uh-huh.

Do you recall  part iculars of your fani lyrs sett lement with the

governnent, [such as] what they hrere paid [or] any [other]

part iculars?

Well,  al l  those papers are up in the archives at SuI Ross.

And I dontt have copies of them. I didntt keep them, which I

probably  should have done.  t l l  d idnr t  keep Daddyts papers.

But, I think, j-t was about two dollars an acre it must have

been. Thatrs about what i t  was.

And how many.

And they did for improvements. f think they paid extra

N :

M :

N :

M :

M :

N :

L 4



N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

for improvernents.

Improvements such as the horne. ..

I  t h i nk . . .

. . . home and  wa te r  we l l s?

. . .and tanks,  you know, windmi l ls ,  and so on.

And your parentsr ranch was approximately how many acres in

s i ze?

I  beI ieve. . . .  I  want  to  say twenty-e ight  sect ions,  but  I rm

not certain that thatts exactly r ight. He owned some of

them he was buying, you know, dt the t ine and...

Approxinately twenty-f ive to thirty sections...

Yeah.

.  . .wou ld  be . . .

Uh-huh.

. . .a  good est imate? Okay.  And the park serv ice in  L944 or

[19]45 tore down your home?

That seemed to be their policy. When they first came in, they

tore down aII the fences, they tore down all the water

troughs, and did away with al l  the houses, tore those down,

bulldozed some of the springs. A lot of the wildl i fe died as

a resul t  o f  i t ,  but ,  you know, I  guess they d idnr t . . .

They bulldozed the springs? These were natural springs?

Yes. Of course, the ranchers had gone in. Wherever they

found a natural spring, they would clean it  out and, maybe,

make a little trough or hollow it out so that the stock could

drink there.

N :

M :

N :

l_5



M :

N :

So it could col lect water?

Right .  So i t  would co l lect .  And sor  f  guess,  they d idnt t

want anything to look like man had ever lived there. r think

they wanted it back - I donrt even know if they wanted it to

look l ike Indians were there. Of course, I don't real ly know,

but I know thatrs what they did.

Does anything remain at your ranch site today?

WeI l ,  y€s .  They  l e f t  a . . . .  We l l ,  I  havenr t  been  down  the re

in quite awhile. There was sti l l  part of the old adobe wall

standing the last tine I was there. And they kept up the

w indmi l l ,  I  guess ,  f o r  dee r  and . . .

I trs strange that they call  that the Old Ranch.

WeII, for a long t irne they did. I  think i t  now says, NaiI

Ranch . . .

Nail  Ranch.

. . .on the s ign,  but  for  a  long t ime i t  just  sa id,  The Old

Ranch or An OId Ranch.

ft seems ironic that today they have an exhibit for tourists

at the ranch site.

Do they?

And they have a pamphlet ,  I  be l ieve. . .

WeII, I  havenrt been down there.

. . .d iscuss ing the ranch and they even have. . .

WeII, you see, they've changed their pol icy. Each new

superintendent seems to have [a different policy] or maybe

its in Washington but they change their policy instead of

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :
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having an ongoing plan. (chuckles) Now, theytve tr ied to

restore some of the old places that they tore down. And one

of the sad things r donrt know if anybodyrs given you

Patr ic ia  Wi lsonts address,  or  Patr ic ia  Cloth ier  she is  now. . .

No ma I am.

Thei r  home. . . .  Now, they d idnr t  bu i ld  i t ,  but  the home that

they lived in Oak Canyon was an oId [structure ordered from

thel Sears Roebuck catalog, you know. It  was ordered from

Sears Roebuck catalog. And, I guess, the Rooniesr were the

ones who actually brought that fSears Roebuck hone]. They had

set it up somewhere else and then moved it down there when

they brought  that . . .

The Sears home had been erected elsewhere but...

Yes .

. . . r e l oca ted?

And then moved, uh-huh.

And Oak Springs is below the Window?

Yes, uh-huh. And so thatrs gone, you know. They just tore

that down. And just a lot of things that would be of interest

were [torn down]. And I thought our house, you know, was a

typical Mexican-sty1e adobe. It  would have been interesting

to people now, I think.

Do you have any idea why they left the BIue Creek Ranch

standing?

Well,  in the f irst place, there was no way for anyone to get

there at that point because that road [Ross], that MaxweII

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :
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N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

M :

N :

M :

N :

[Scenic] Drive, had not been buil t .  And, I think, they maybe

thought they needed to keep somebody there or when they took

horseback tours up there they needed a place to stay and...

So  t ha t  was ,  aga in . . .

Tha t  was  my . . .

. . . the i r  access to  the south r in?

That ts  what  I  f igure they d id.  I  donr t  know.

Do you recall other structures that they tore down anywhere in

the vicinity?

WeI l ,  o f  course,  the Wi lson p lace and our  p lace.  Crot in ,

there was a ranch at Crotin, which two of my uncles owned at

various tirnes. Have you been over there to Crotin Springs?

Irm not certain I know where that is, Mrs. Moss.

Well,  i trs between our house and Government Springs. So

i t ts . . . .  That  was torn down.  And that  was a b latant  case

where they bul ldozed the spr ing and. . .

Was the former Buttrill place torn down?

I donrt know. f donrt know about that.

That was located north of Government Springs?

Yeah,  uh-huh.  And the Burnam place. . . .  Wel I ,  the i r  o ld

house, the original house, had burned and they had replaced j-t

pret ty  much [as i t  was before] .  I t  d idnt t  look l ike exact ly

l ike i t  did [previously], but i t  was certainly in the same

spot. And it was a new house and they tore that down. And

Irm sure a lot of others [were torn down] that f donrt know

about.

M :

N :
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Yet they left bui ldings standing at Castolon?

Well,  you see, they didn't buy Castolon at that point. You

see,  the Car t ledges hrere,  rea l Iy ,  the. . . .  They went  around

sell ing the land and so, really, they came out ahead. And

they didntt seII their land unti l  much later and got a better

p r i ce  f o r  i t .  So . . . .

The Car t ledges owned a l l  o f  Casto lon. . .

Yes .

. . . o r  much  o f  i t ?

Uh-huh.

Do you remember when they turned their property over to the

park service?

(turns to spouse, John Moss, and asks if he remembers when the

Cartledge fanily sold their property to the National Park

Service. Mr. Nail  subsequently recollects his attempt to

purchase scrap lumber from the National Park Service during

the federal governmentrs dernolition of the Cartledge home)

( laughs)

And  these  were  po Ies . . .

When they built the house, he had a Mexican drag them. They

cut them up in the Basin. And they were about a foot in

diameter and about twenty feet long at least, you know - the

vigas and hauled them down with a burro. ftm sure he

dragged them - he couldnrt have carried them, anyway...

Right .

. . .and,  I  guess,  through the Window. I rm sure he d id because

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :
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it would have been to far to go around through Green Gu1ch.

But the Park Service would not agree to sell scrap?

WeIl, now f thought the man who had tore down the houses got

lumber, didntt he? (turns to spouse and discusses question of

who may have gotten the scrap lumber)

So it seems wasteful to you in that case?

WeII, r think considering the history of i t ,  yes. (chuckles)

I think those poles were historic.

If  we might back up a l i t t le bit to the point that you sti l1

l ived there at home. Could you recall  what your social l i fe

was l ike with neighbors [or] residents of Castolon or Study

But te or . . . .  Anyth ing you recal l?

WeIl, actuaIly, when I was young we were in the depression so

we didnrt do a lot of traveling around but, of course, we did

occasionally see the people in Study Butte and Terl ingua and

Castolon. And, I think, I  nentioned earl ier about when Mother

and Daddy first went down that there was a lot of activity,

but it was probably not as often as you might think. They did

get together and theyrd have dances and people would spend the

night at someoners house and they would have a party. But

when I  was growing up,  o f  course,  our  main. . . .

Well,  when I was fair ly small an uncle l ived at Oak

Canyon, Charl ie Burnam. And one of his daughters st i l l  l ives

close to Study Butte. I  donrt know if yourve met Evelyn

Fulcher.

No ,  I  havenr t .

M :

N :

M :
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N : WelI ,  o f  course,  she d idnr t  actual ly  l ive in  the park a1l  that

lonq, but she knov.rs a lot about that country. Shers l ived

there al l  her l i fe. And, so, they l ived there when I was very

small.  And then Harry Srnith bought i t  and, of course, werd

see them occasionally. But after the Wilsons came and

Wilson bought the BIue Creek Ranch. He came by very often,

you know. And she was alone up at Oak Canyon most of the time

because the headguarters was up at BIue Creek. So she would

come over quite often and, of course, I^re would go up and visit

w i t h  he r .  So . . .

Wou ld  she . . .

. . .we saw more of them than anyone e1se.

Would she come by horseback or . . .

Horseback,  yes.

And  you  wou ld . . .

Uh-huh.

. . . 9o  up  by  ho rseback

Yeah, uh-huh.

Did your fanily have any contact with the residents of

Casto lon -  the Car t ledges or . . .

WeII, y€s, but l ike I said, not very frequently. You know, i f

Daddy had business down there, if he needed something, he

would go down and ifr you know, school was out I would go with

h in.  WeI I ,  o f  courser  my school l ing took p lace at  horne] .

Part of the t ine I went to school on the ranch. [For] three

years I went to school on the ranch. Part of the ti-ne I went

M :
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in Marathon. Then I went to San Antonio and stayed with aunts

for a year. And, then, I came back to Marathon and stayed

with another aunt. And so it  (chuckles) was not easy.

How did you go to  school  on the ranch? Was. . .

I  had a governess. And this was during the depression. My

family figured it was cheaper to hire a governess than it was

to maintain two households, one in Marathon and one down

there.

The tradit ion was before, I  guess, and maybe after, that

farni l ies would come to town.. .

Yes .

. . . du r ing  the  schoo l  yea r?

Thatrs what they usually did. And thatrs what I had done, you

see, ny brother and I f irst. And then after he died, just my

mother and I would stay in town. And that trras just, well ,

[ for] the f irst four years. And, then, I went f i f th, sixth,

and seventh grade on the ranch.

Your governess, who was she and where did your family...

WeII, I  had different ones. My f irst one was a young gir l  out

of Ball inger and she was just out of high school. Her name

was  Es the r  Fu l che r .  And . . .

Would you spel l  that ,  Mrs.  Moss? Fulcher ,  F-U-L. . .

F-U-L-C-H-E-R, uh-huh. And, of course, she was a real sr.'reet

girl and a good teacher because, you know, at least she could

teach me. But she just stayed a year. And then a cousin of

mine from Marathon who had had a business course came down and

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :
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taught me. And then the next year, f had a teacher who had

just received her Masterrs degree from SuI Ross - a Masterrs

in English and was not able to f ind a job. So we were

really lucky. And she was a good teacher. And after she

taught me, she taught the Wilson children and then she went to

Terlingua and taught a few years. And then she went to

Monatrans and taught many years over there. And they even

named a school after her and a street. (chuckles)

And what was her name?

Her name was Florence Pope.

Do you recall what your parents paid the governess?

I irnagine about a dollar a day. I donrt know, (chuckles) but

it  couldntt have been much. f donrt know exaetly, but f

suspect thatrs about what i t  was. And then, of course, she

got her room and board.

Mrs. Moss, It i l  going to turn over the tape.

End of Side A

Beginnj-ng of Side B

Mrs. Moss, was [having] the governess

situation for you or did other farni l ies..

sort of a unique

Irm the only one I know of who just had one student (chuckles)

per governess. Now, there were other l i t t le schools around



M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

the country, like

UsuaIIy, dt Dugout

g i r l r s ,  one  o f  t he

children because,

at  San Vicente and at  Greenrs [Ranch] .

where the Green farnily lived, one of the

[Green] sisters, would teach the other

I think, there were twelve of those

chi ldren.

You mentioned Mrs. Pope with a Masterrs degree in Eng1ish.

Uh-huh

What al l  did she teach you that you recall?

WeI I ,  I  just  [ recal l ] ,  o f  course,  w€ basica l ly  fo l lowed the

[same program fol lowed by other chi ldren]. You knon, we got

our books from Marathon. And I would go to Marathon at the

end of school and take a test and make sure that I was up with

the other chi ldren. And, basical ly, t I  fol lowedl the same

program that they followed. I just remember that she was just

a rea l ly  good teacher  and she was. . .

She taught  you reading,  wr i t ing. . .

Yes .

. . . a r i t hme t i c?

And she would introduce, I dontt know, in different s/ays

One thing that I rernember she had me do was [write for the

ranchrs newspaperl. We did a l i t t le newspaper and, of course,

she wrote part of it. And f would write things that happened

on the ranch and, you know, draw the pictures with a compass

and a l l .  So,  i t  was in terest ing.

Was that for private consumption or did you circulate i t . . .

Oh ,  no .

M :

N :
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. .  . t o  t he .  .  .

I t  was just  for  us.  (chuck les)

Right .  But  the newspaper  was used as a. . .

Yes .

. . . as  a  t oo l . . .

Yes, uh-huh.

. . . t o  t each?

Uh-huh. [I t  was used to] teach me, you know, to write poetry,

I guess, and prose, and whatever (chuckles) was required,

[such as] speIl ing, I  guess - everything, you know.

Your grandparents, you said, f irst came in 1908r so they were

there at a t ime during the Mexican Revo1ution...

Yes,  they were.

when it  began in 1910. Can you teII me what you recall

them terring you about their experiences and observations

during that period?

WeII ,  yes.  I rve to ld  th is  before (chuckles) ,  but  rny mother  -

l e t r s  see ,  t ha t  was  191 -6 ,  wasn r t  i t ?  My  g randmothe r  had . . . .

See, my grandfather had died and she stayed on Lhe ranch

several years. And then she buil t  this house in town. So the

And her name,

Her name? My

Yes .

. . .was  Sa rah

first because

Mrs.  Moss was,  her

grandmother. . .

N :

M :

Louise Burnam. She was Mrs. Watty

there were three Watty Burnams. So

Burnam the

it was kind
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of confusing. So the girls went to town when all this

occurred. My father, though, was l iving over oh, where we

later l ived, oD the west side. And he went by the Burnamsl

ranch and, of course, some of the boys, f guess, were there

and a cousin of Motherrs, Gid Hubbard, was there. And Daddy

was on his way to Glenn Springs and he asked Gid to go with

h in.  And Gid sa id,  r rWel l ,  f  canr t .  I  have to  do someth ing

today, but I | 1l go tomorrow. rl

So the next day they went down and got there just at the

ta i l  end of  the [ ra id1.  Bui ld ings were s t i l l  smolder ing. . .

I t  was  the  ta i l  end . . .

. . . and  the  Mex icans  were  s t i l l  p i l l ag ing .

. . . o f  t he  May  8  o r  May  9  ra id?

Yes, uh-huh. And Daddy used to laugh and say that, weII, he

ki l led a dog and shot a hole through a womanrs hat but, of

course, you know, he was a great one to joke, so we never knew

how much of that (chuckles) [to] take I i teraIly.

There were several people ki l led at Glenn Springs.

Oh, yes, uh-huh, several.

I rve read d i f fer ing accounts.  There hras a ch i ld  among. . .

Yes .

. . . t hose  k i l l ed .

Uh-huh.

I  don r t  r eca l l  t he  f am i l y t s . . .

Their name was Compton.

Compton.
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Was that what you were trying to think of?

Yes maram. Irve read different accounts that the child was a

deaf-mute.

We1l, that was the one that was not ki l led the way f

understood i t .  That  k i l led the. . .

Thatrs been a contradict ion?

Uh-huh.

So the deaf-mute child was not ki l led? It was his brother?

Right, uh-huh. But the Mexicans had some sort of superstition

about  k i l l ing a [deaf-mute] .

Was your father st i l l  at Glenn Springs when U.S. troops showed

up a day or two later?

WeII, of course, you know, there were troops there at the t ime

of the raid. And I donrt know. I donrt remember whether he

stayed. Of course, he had a lot of fr iends. Captain Wood was

a special fr iend of Daddy's. And the Woods were l iving there.

And who else? I canrt think of the other names. But, of

course, he knew them all. But I do, of course, remember Judge

Wood because he l ived up here for years later. I  donrt know

whether he stayed until the troops came.

Was your father acquainted with Jesse Deemer

Oh ,  yes .

. . .Monroe  Payne?

Uh-huh, y€s.

They were at what is now Rio Grande Vil lage...

Uh-huh.
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. . . o r  Boqu i l l as . . .

Uh-huh.

. . .Texas.  Did he ever  recal - l  ta lk ing wi th  thern af ter  they-  - .

WeI I ,  you know, I rm sure he d id,  but  f  rea l Iy  d idnt t  pay as

rnuch attention as I could have. Itrs just too badr You see'

that those folks are not the ones that you could tape.

(chuckles) They're al l  gone and a lot of my generation are

gone,  too.  L ike my cousin Bi l l  Burnam died last  year  [1993]

and, you know, a lot of the people who knew.

was your family fearful for a number of years about...

I  suppose they were, but, of courser [y parents really never

let me know it,. so even during the depression, you know, I

remember i f  you l istened to some of the men, youtd think that

we were all going to starve to death, but they never did talk

people. And I rm sure that they were watchful, although I

donrt - and they lost a horse and saddle. I  think [that] was

about the only thing they ever lost at that time at the

Revolution.

And that was stolen frorn your ranch home?

And, of course, we always went off and left the house open if

anyone came by so they could go in and cook or whatever. And,

o f  cou rse . . .

So there wasnrt a great effort to secure property or homes?

I don't think i t  would have done any good. (chuckles)

Was there any law enforcement in the area other than a county

that way around me. Now, I did hear some of it from other
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sheriff  that you recall?

Irm sure there was. Irm sure there were [Texas] Rangers

around, but I donrt remember hearing talk about i t .

They were not so prominent that...

Yes .

They just  sor t  o f  b lended in  wi th  the. . . .

you know, ily parents knew.

Uh-huh. I  f  m sure ,

M :

N :

Particularly fol lowing the Glenn Springs raid and the

revolutionary era, even up into your tine, do you recall what

the relations with Mexicans across the river was? Was there

an imos i t y  o r . . .

No .

. . . cooperation?

No, I donrt think so because they came back and forth and

worked. WeII, of course, we could hire anybody on this side.

We did. And there were a 1ot of them, of course - well ,  not

a lot either. Yourd be surprised. But Daddy usually hired

one of the farni l ies who l ived close down to...  And then,

Iater, sometimes yourd have to go across the river and f ind

somebody if  you were desperate, but...

To  h i r e . . .

Yes, to hire help, uh-huh. But there was no animosity that

Irve ever heard of. Now, I donrt know how the Mexicans fe1t.

(chuckles)

Bu t  f r om. . .M :
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But from our point of view f never heard that.

You mentioned that you only had a few iterns stolen from your

home during this period or later. Was catt le rustl ing ever a

problem on either side of the border that you recall?

Well,  f tm sure nretd lose a steer now and then from somebody

that wanted to eat i t .  Yeah. Yeah, that happened.

Bu t  i t  was  no t  l a rge -sca le . . .

No, not l ike i t  is these days when it  is so easy to drive up

and (chuckles) load them in a truck.

Is rustl ing more dominant today, you think?

r think so. oh, yes. r dontt mean down here part icularry,

bu t  I  mean  a l l  ove r  because  i t t s . . .

In general?

Yeah.

Right. Because

Right .

. . . d r i ve  the rn .

then  they  had  to . . .

Yes, uh-huh. And, of course, you knew your neighbors. you

knew everybody in the country and you were suspicious if

anything out of the ordinary went on. you usually knew who

got the steer, the one that disappeared.

You mentioned earrier that arthough your home wourd be

approxirnatery forty miles from castoron that you had few

occasions to go there.

Uh-huh.

someone erse told me it was just the roads and traver time
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were so difficult that you did not move around much.

That ts  r ight .  You d idnt t  go unless you had to.  Now, Daddy

used to r ide. WelI, before Honer Wilson came in and buil t  a

net where our fence is for his sheepr w€ had barbed wire

fences. But cattle, you know, can knock those down. And he

used to ride all the way to the river, twenty miles to the

river and back, you know, after stray catt le and horses. And

he would, of course, always spend the night. [Hetd] throw his

saddle down on the ground and cover up with his saddle

blanket.

You mentioned that Horner Wilson had sheep.

Yes .

Was he among the first to bring sheep in to that area?

Yes, I think he was. He was the f irst that I know of.

Was  the re  any . . .

There were too many predators, you see, fsuch as] mountain

Iions and coyotes. And he, of course, ki l led out the coyotes

and the l ions.

So Homer Wi lson d id a lo t  to  contro l  predators. . .

Yes.  Yes he d id.

. . . t o  p ro tec t . . .

Uh-huh.

...his l ivestock. Was there any of the Ho1l1n'rood tradit ional

animosity between cattlemen and sheep men that you remernber?

Oh, I suppose there lrere comments, but f dontt think anybody

rea l l y . . . (chuckles) We kept them fenced in so they werenrt
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hurting anybody else. No, f dontt think. f  didnrt hear about

any of that. In fact, they were very good neighbors. We

always hrere glad to have then.

When you came to town, did you come to Marathon or to Alpine

or both?

WelI, we always came to Marathon. Like I told you before, you

know, the main road came up to Marathon.

At that time there was no direct route from that area to

Alpine as there is today?

Yes, you could go to A1pine. You see, the road forks - well ,

I  dontt know. The road to Del Norte Gap, I guess, was the

plainest road because that was where the ore was coming to.

But there was a fork which went to Alpine from that same road.

Then on the other side of the mountain, it went off down the

other direction. But none of the roads were real good, you

know. They were all dirt roads. And before the state park

was made, you know, they were just, pretty bad. And then, of

course, cars got better and you didnrt have to push [up] every

hil f  l ike we did when I was t iny. (chuckles)

You came to town occasionally to get supplies, I  assume.

Just as often as you had to, Do oftener.

Did you, also, have a garden at your ranch home?

Oh, yes. I always had a garden, uh-huh. In fact, the only

things we bought were, you know, canned goods, and flour and

sugar and salt,  and things l ike that.

How did you preserve your perishables [such as] meat and so
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forth?

Well,  now, we didntt have a 1ot of fresh meat in the sunmer.

We had it in the wintertime when you could hang it outside.

Of course, we had coolers, old rni lk coolers, and they would

keep milk. And some things would keep in there, but not a lot

of meat, you know, not of beef. Now, Homer Wilson would kiII

a goat, you know, sometimes and bring us part of it. And that

was about the only meat we had in the sunmer ;with the

exception of],  of course, canned rneats. And, of course, in

the winter we would share beef btith them, but you just didntt

eat a lot of fresh meat. (chuckles)

You mentioned that, occasionally, neighbors would gather at

someoners home for  par t ies and dances and. . .

Uh-huh.

can you describe for me what the parties were like?

have barbecues and. . .

Did you

WelI, I remember - the ones that I have gone to everybody

would just go and gather and they would usually dance all

night. And they would put the children down on a pallet

somewhere. And, then, the next day theytd go home.

(chuckles)

Who provided the rnusic?

WelI, I guess, there must have been somebody around with a

f i d d l e  o r . . . (chuckles)

Gui tar .

Irm sure there $ras, but I canrt remember who it  was. Or maybe

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

u:

N :
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M :

N :

[ there was] a piano. My mother always had a piano. she

played the piano. And so the Burnams had a piano at their

house and she would play the piano. And frve heard of a t ime

- of course, this was when they were aII younget - when there

hrasnrt any music and so my Uncle Watty whistled. f donrt know

how long it lasted, (chuckles) but that was how they danced.

And I donrt know where this was either, but I just heard tales

[and] heard them talk about that.

You also mentioned earlier that the roads hlere bad until the

CCC, the Civ i l ian Conversat ion Corps. . .

Well, whenever the state built the you know, the state

graded the road and, I guess, it must have been about that

t ime.

About in the

Yes, uh-huh.

Do you recall

n i d  t ggos .

any contact with the CCC after they arrived?

WeII, actually, we didnrt have any reason to have any contact

with them, but yourd see them pass by' They would just burn

up the road, you know, going back and forth to Marathon and

Alpine because they had to go in everyday for supplies. And

we met a man just a few days [ago], last Sunday, who came by

who had been down to the pioneer reunion of one of the three

C boys. And he was telling about meeting my father one tine

and . .

Do you recall his name, the gentleman that you met?

Yes, i t  was W.R. Bowers. I  had heard they were trying to get

M :

N :

M :

N :



M :

N :

M :

some history on those. Have you heard anything about this?

I rm  go inq  t o  pause . . .

I  rm sorry .

. . . for  just  a  moment .  ( tap ing s topped and star ted again)

Mrs. Moss, did you ever go to the Basin while the CCC camp was

there?

Yes, we would go up there and see what theyrd done, see the

roads. We were just really impressed that - well ,  of course,

before you had to go by horseback if you wanted to get into

the Basin.

And after the three C arrived they built the road?

They buil t  the road, uh-huh. And, of course, they buil t  a

camp down there. And, of courser we knew some of the people

who worked with some of the supervisors, Isuch as] maintenance

people. Lloyd Wade was there and his fani ly and Mr. Lester

and ,  I  don r t  know. . . .  We l1 ,  I  d idn r t  know Ra lph  a t  t ha t  t i r ne ,

but, you know, there were people that we knew who...

Was there a doctor at the camp at that tine that you recall?

Not that f know of.

One member of the three C told me there was a doctor there in

L942 that he recalled.

N :

M :

N :

N :

M :

Uh-huh. I didnrt know that.

He also recalled saying he never

recreation hall  at the Basin was

you recall ever seeing that?

I have no idea, but I imagine

had an explanation of why the

painted black and yellow. Do

that was the kind of paint



M :

(chucktes) they had. I doubt that i t  was deliberate, but f

could be wrong. I donrt reaIly know.

Okay. What else can you te11 me about your life in the

vicinity and, part icularly, after the park started acquir ing

property? Did your neighbors become fewer or did you al l . . .

h le l l ,  actual ly ,  we a l l  moved out  about  the same t ime so. . . .

What is your observation today compared to L943 or t944 when

you last lived there or your farnily did? [Can you conment on]

how much itrs changed, other than the destruction of properEy?

Do you see any noticeable difference in the scenery, the plant

l i fe ,  the wi ld l i fe?

WeII . . .  ( turns to  spouse)  What  were you going to  say?

(chuckles) (spouse comments on dirninishing nurnber of sheep due

to predators)  Because of  the predators. . .

This is after you moved from the park?

WeI l ,  I  mean,  therets  noth ing here now.  Therets  no sheep and

goats in the country. Whereas, i t  used to be lots of them.

Explain how that happened you think.

Well, f know how it happened. The coyotes and the panthers

ate them - ki l led then - and the eagles because, you see, we

didn't el iminate them by any means, but people did control

them because they wil l  eat baby calves. And, of course, the

panthers just love l i t t1e colts, so lre had a hard t ime raising

[colts]. Daddy always loved horses and he had a hard t ime

ra is ing co l ts .

Because of the mountain l ions?

N :

M :

N :
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N :

M :

Yes, because of the mountain l ions. Uh-huh.

So what yourre saying is that after the park was established,

those people l iv ing on neighbor ing ranches. . .

Yes .

. .  . su f f e red  f r om the . . .

Yes .

. . . i nc rease  i n  p reda to r  w i l d l i f e?

Uh-huh.

Were there ever discussions with the park service about that?

Oh, Irm sure there were. (turns to spouse) Did you ever

discuss it with them? (chuckles) (spouse comments that his

discussion with the Park Service never did any good) He was

ra is ing sheep just  nor th of  there for  a  t i rne,  but . . .

But the Park Service chose not to help control?

Oh, they never have. (chuckles)

Did that create a 1ot of bad feeling?

Yes ,  I rm  a f ra id  so .  Uh-huh .

Does that persist to today?

Irm sure i t  does,  uh-huh.

What did ranchers feel that the park service should do

regarding predators? Was there a particular opinion?

WeII, I  guess, they realized when the park got i t  that what

would happen,  you know. f  rea l ly  d id  th ink that .  But . . . .

(spouse comments that ranchersrs only recourse was to

complain)

Complain and no response was your feel ing. You mentioned

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :
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N :

M :

earl ier, too, Mrs. Moss, that you left the area in about L943

fo r . . .

Yes,  uh-huh.

...Washington. Could you tel l  me a l i t t le bit about what

prompted you to leave Texas?

WeIt, actually, World War II  was on and, I think, you know,

there was a lot of unrest. And I trained to be a l ibrarian

and there was nothing open here. And I just got a civi l

service job in Washington. I took it .  And then I stayed

three years there. And then I came back and worked at Fort

Bliss for aruhile, DeI Rio, and various places.

As  a  l i b ra r i an . . .

Yes. Uh-huh.

... for the government. And how long have you l ived in Alpine?

WeIl, w€tve l ived here twenty-one years in October. We l ived

in Marathon. We1I, after we married, we married and l ived in

Uvalde, and then we moved back to Marathon and lived there -

about twenty-years, (turns to spouse) wasnrt i t  unti l  our

children were out of high school and then we moved up here.

So you married in San Antonio?

Uvalde.

Uvalde. Right. Did you retire or had you retired when you

moved back to Alpine?

No. I worked up here unti l  seven years ago [when] I ret ired.

At Sul Ross?

At  SuI  Ross.

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

N :

M :

N :



M :

N :

M :

N :

As t ibrarian?

Yes .

Right .

(spouse remarks that they were wed in Marathon) Wellr Y€sr

but, I  mean, w€ were l iving in Uvalde. Thatrs what I meant.

(chuckles)  f t  wasnt t  c lear .

Do you sti l l  have other farni ly l iving in the area?

Not many. I have - I mentioned Evelyn down at Study Butte -

I  have a cousin l iv ing here,  D.W. Kahns,  and a cousinrs  wi fe

l ives in  Marathon.  And that ts  just  about  aI I  that ts  le f t .  A

cousinrs wife l ived in Fort Stockton, but theyrre nearly al l

l tone.

Had your grandparents both died by the t ime....  Backing up,

again, what had happened to your grandparents?

My grandfather died. I started to say a while d9o, but I

M :

N :

M :

N :

canrt [remember exactly]

ear l ier .  He didnft  l ive

And then my grandmother

I guess it was about L9L2 or

long after they came out here.

about L922, I  th ink so,  soon

too

died

after I was born.

And was a member of the family operating her property at the

tine?

Her youngest son took over that ranch, uh-huh, and kept it

un t i l  t he  pa rk . . . .

And his name was?

His name was Watty Burnam. You see, her husband was Watty

Burnam and her son was Watty Burnam.

3 9



M :

N :

M :

So he ,  l i ke  you r  pa ren ts ,  so ld  h i s  I and . . .

Yes,  uh-huh.

... to the qovernment? Do you recall  approximately how much

land he owned at the tine?

No ,  f  don r t .

Someth ing comparable to  your  fami lyrs . . .

I  donrt know. I donrt know how much land Grandfather had and

I  dont t  know how much land there was when. . . .

So  you r  f an i l y  was . . .

They were smal-I ranchers, you know, they were nothing on a big

sca le .

But rnuch of your extended farnily was affect,ed by the park?

Yes .

You r  unc le . . .

Uh-huh.

. . . and  h i s  f an i l y?

Uh-huh.

Okay. Is there anything else, Mrs. Moss, that f havenrt

t ouched  on . . .

We l I .  .  .

. . . that  yourd l ike to  te l l  me about? Any in terest ing funny

stories? Anything that comes to nind? (phone rings, taping

stopped and started again)

[That  was]  D.W. that  ca l led and hers home.  I  was wonder ing i f

you night want to talk to hin. Nohr, he didntt l ive down

there, but his mother, actually, is ny f irst cousin although

M :

N :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :
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M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :

he and I are near the same age. He used to visit down there

at the Burnamrs a lot when he nras growing up. I know yourve

got sorne other names. I just wondered if I could help you in

anyway by tel l ing you about some of the other people that...

Sure, if you would care to mention some other names.

Okay. What about the Greens? See, Aaron just died.

have Jack Greenrs name on your l ist?

Do you

No ,  I  don r t .

Well,  he is one of the Greens, the youngest of the fanily, and

the only  one le f t .  WeI l ,  I  donr t  know i f  hets  the only  one

left,  but I bel ieve he is. (Mr. Moss conments that Jack creen

is the last surviving nember of the Green family)

And they lived at Dugout?

Unless there rnay be a gir l  l iving somewhere and I donrt know.

I think Ruby died and, I bel ieved, Jackrs the last one. And

there are some, of course, the Dodsonsr. Yourve heard of the

Dodsons | ?

Yes, Ifve interviewed one Dodson.

Have you interviewed the one in Marfa?

f r l l  pause  aga in ,  Mrs .  Moss .

Oh, frm sorry. (taping stopped and started again after

talking off-tape about BiI l  Dodson of Marathon)

Mrs. Moss, did you know Ross Maxwell?

Yes, I did. I  knew hirn, we1l, I  guess, around i-935, whenever

about, the time he first came out here, I irnaginer or soon

after. I  met he and his wife.

M :

N :

M :

N :



M :

N :

He came he re  to  do . . .

He  d i d . . .

. . . some  geo logy .

Geology, uh-huh.

And th is  is  before the park. . .

And, I think, f  met hin at Wilsonsr. He and Homer Wilson were

both geologists and good fr iends. And, I think, thatrs how we

met.

Did he live in the neighborhood at that time?

When I f irst rnet him, I donrt just, donrt think they were

Iiving out here. But later on then, of course, they did l ive

up in the Basin during the tirne when the three c boys were

there.

Do you ever recall  you were in Washington, of course, but

your farni ly [wasn't]  - any recollections they night have had

about some of the early tourists after the area became, f irst,

the Texas Canyon State Park and, then, Big Bend National Park?

Any recollections?

No,  I  don ' t  recal l .  They,  maybe,  never  rnet  any ( laughter) . . .

Right.

. . .because they were out  o f  the park,  you see,  before they. . .

Right.

So. . . .  And,  I  th ink,  th is  just  gradual ly  increased,  you know.

In the beginning there probably werenrt that many.

Okay.

Of course, we had a lot of botanists and biologists and people

M :

M :

N :
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M :

N :

M :

l ike that, you know, came even before i t  was a national park.

Did they stay at your place occasionally?

Sornetimes they did. Sorne of them did, uh-huh.

Any interesting artifacts that you or your family ever came

across?

N: WeII, of courser we were always interested in arrowheads and

mono[I i th]s and things, you know, that we found and, plus,

pretty rocks. We liked rocks and liked to walk and prowl

around.

Any interesting discoveries that you recall?

Well,  f  remember, I  never did [cl imb] r Do. I was always

afraid to climb in those caves where there night have been

Indian burials. Sometimes we would f ind a 1itt le bit of woven

[inaudible] f iber or sornething l ike that but, perhaps, i trs

just  as wel l  that  we d idnt t  d ig  too deep.  (chuckles)

Where were the caves located that you remember?

On the ranchr  you know, up on the. . . .  WeI I ,  o f  course,  our

ranch was mainly on Burro Mesa. And they were around there.

You mentioned one grave site or cemetery site. Were there

other community or neighborhood grave sites in the area that

you remernber?

Thatrs  the only  one that  I  know of  and I rn  sure wel l ,  no.

Therers another one down where the Ricest are buried and Irve

never been to it, but frm sure the park knows where they are.

f think therers several graves there. And, then, I belong to

a genealogical society here. And we were trying to do a book

M :

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :
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M :

N :

on the graves of Brewster County and f wrote to the park. And

they sent me a map showing several graves that I had never

known about. And I donrt know. We dontt know who they were.

And I donrt know if they were Mexicans, Indians, or what.

Before we conclude, Mrs. Moss, is there anything else yourd

l ike to  te l I  me?

WeIl, I  thought of one story. And the reason, I guess, [I

thought of it isl because itts about a prominent person. One

time when l i t t1e Homer Wilson was about two years old or less,

he swallowed a peach seed. And his mother was putting up

preserves, you know, and peeling peaches and so she was very

alarmed and sent down to the house for Mother. And it just

happened Francis Sayer, you know, Woodrow Wilsonts grandson,

was spending the summer. He and a friend of his were working

down here at the Oak Ranch. And they [were] just kind of out

looking over the country. Otherwise, w€ would have had to

ride horseback. But he had just arrived and he had his car.

And he took us up there to Oak Canyon. And, of course, I

donrt remember, but Buzzy was in no pain and Mother, I  think,

told her to give him some bread. And he etot to be alr ight.

But, I  mean, that was just one (chuckles) excit ing adventure.

You didnrt have any medical help very close?

No ,  no .

Did you have to  come to Marathon. . .

Yes ,

. . . to  the nearest  doctor?

M :
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M :

M :

M :
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N :

M :

Uh-huh.

Do you recall that you or your fanily frequently had to go to

the doctor?

No, not ny immediate farnily. Uncle Wattie broke his leg and

I remember they had to painfully haul (chuckles) him to town

and then sent for the doctor from Alpine because at that time

[we had no doctor]. f  donrt know where Dr. Witt ington was

because we had a doctor in - or rnaybe he just didnrt want to

treat the broken 1eg.

Later  wel l ,  i t  was s t i l l  when f  was s t i l l  in  h igh

school I remember Daddy had the flu one time at the ranch.

And hefd obviously caught i t  down there and he nearly died.

And [he] was just very, very sick, but he didntt have a

doctor. And he f inal ly pulled through. But, other than

thatr you just came to town if you could make it. But if you

couldnrt, you just (chuckles) toughed it  out.

(spouse comments on trips made by Dr. Lockhart to ranch)

WeIl, that was later. Of course, he happened to be down there

hunting when Homer Wilson had his first heart attack and, I

guess,  pu l led h im through that  f i rs t  t ime and. . .

This was Dr. Lockhart?

Dr. Lockhart from Alpine, uh-huh.

r assume that your mother and your grandmother before her had

lots of home remedies?

WeIl, T donrt remember anything but the castor oi l .

( laughter) I  guess they did, but I donrt remember any

N :

M :

N :

M :

N :
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M :

N :

M :

particular

Mrs .  MoSS,

AIright.

. . . and  f  rm

home remedies they had.

wer re  abou t  ou t  o f  t ape . . .

going to conclude this interview.

End of Interview
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