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T'NIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EIJ PASO
ORAL HISTORY INSTITIITE

BIG BEND NAUONAL PARK ORAL HISTORY PROJECT , L994

INTERVIEWEE/ADDRES83 Bil ly Pat McKinney, Jr.,  Box 433, H.C. 65,
Black Cap Wildl i fe Management Area, Alpine, TX. 79830

fItn[ERVfEf BI3 John R. Moore

DATE: August 2O, t994

IJEIIGTE OF ITITERVIEW: t hour, 50 minutes/English

8ul{l,LARY: McKinney is a rife-Iong resident of the Big Bend area.
His ancestors arrived in the area in the 1870s. His great-great-
great grandfather, Thaddeus McKinney, came from Gonzales and
uvalde, Tx., to the Big Bend. McKinney springs, on what formerly
was the combs cattre company, is narned for Thaddeus McKinney. A
great-uncle, Divine McKinney, discovered some of the first
quicksilver deposits in the Terlingua area. His great-
grandfather, EarI McKinney, was raised in the Marathon area. His
grandfather, Pat c. McKinney, was a rancher and in the 194os
became.a governnent rnountain l ion hunter, l iving in the Rosil los
Mountains. Pat c. McKinneyr its a government lion hunter, worked
in cooperation with the National iark Service in the early years
of.the park, controrling predators in the park that preyed on
neighboring.ranchersr l ivestock. rn the earty years of Ltre park,
policy pernitted predator control on park property.
tt i! father, Bil ly Pat McKinney, sr., ltso was a cowboy, rancher
and government hunter in the big Bend area

McKinney, JE. rs expert ise is in Big Bend wirdr i fe.  He has
spent much of his l i fe tracking, trapping, hunting and managing
mountain lions and other predaiors, aeseii, bighorn sheep, deer-
and bear in the Black Gap Wildlife Management Area and 

-on 
state

property iT.the recently established Big Bend State Ranch Natural
Area at  Laj i tas,  TX.

He offers Perspective on living in rernote, isolated areas of
tle aig Bend. He relates second-hand knowledge of establishrnent
of Big Bend National Park and Black Gap wildiife Management Area.
He describes the objectives and public uses of the Blick Gap
area. He discusses his relations with Mexican cit izens and
Iandowners, the National Park Service, sport,smen and ttre spin-off
tourisrn generated by Big Bend National plrk. He arso offerl



candid opinions on wildlife and land use and preservation. He
expresses opinions on how and why former Big bend residents sold
their property for inclusion in the nationar park and on the
feasibility of creation of an international plrk with Mexico.

He discusses his personal efforts to reintroduce desert
bighorn sheep to the Big Bend area, and he offers insight into
why the brack bear is returning to the park. He provides an
overview of Mexican landohrnersr attitudes regarding wildlife and
how their actions are actuarry benefitting irnprovefrent of
wirdlife populat,ions in the plrk and surrounding areas.
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Big Bend Nat ional  Park
Ora l  H i s to ry  P ro jec t

Bi l l  Pat  McKinney
By ,John R. Moore

Augus t  20 ,  1 ,994

B ig  Bend  Ora l  H i s to ry  P ro jec t .  I n te rv iew  w i th  B i l l y  pa t

McKinney of  B lack Gap,  Texas.  In terv iew by long d is tance

te lephone on August  20,  1 ,994.  In terv iew by John Moore,

Univers j - ty  o f  Texas at  E l  Paso.

Mr.  McKinney,  f  understand that  your  fami ly  are long- t ime

res idents of  the Big Bend area.  I  wonder  i f  you can expla in

to me how your family got t.o that part of Texas?

Yes,  s i r .  We moved out  here-  when I  say we,  my fami ly  and

ancestors-  moved out .  here in  the la te 1800s wi th  the combs

Catt l-e Company. They were quite a catt le operati-on out in

th is  area and they had been a b ig operat ion in  Uvalde,  [Texas]

and the Gonzal -es,  ITexas]  area.

Combs .  I s  t ha t  C -O-M-B-S?

Yes ,  s i r .  They ' re  s t i 11  a  p re t t y  good-s i zed  ca t t l e  ope ra t i on

in the Marathon Basin,  [Texas]  area.  They moved out  here.

one of the McKinney's was a foreman for that organizat. ion and

they  moved  to  th i s  a rea  i n  t he  l a te  1800s .

was t.he Pitt-combs cat.tre company operating in what is now Big

Bend Nat ional  Park?

Yes,  s i r .  They operated over  in  the McKinney Spr ings,  lTexas]
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area.  A man by the name of  T.L.  McKinney le f t .  h is  name on

that  spr ing.  They weren 'L there a very long t ime before they

moved the i r  operat . ion up to  the Marathon area.  But  back in

those days the markets were down along the Rio Grande toward

Chihuahua Ci ty ,  so most  people set t led around the r iver

inst .ead of  up in  the grass country  unt i l  the ra i l road serv ice

got  wel l  establ ished.  Then t .hey moved up in to the bet ter

grass country .

So Amer ican ranchers were se l l ing the i r  l ivestock in  Mexico?

Yes .  They  so ld  a  l o t  o f  t he i r  l i ves tock  i n  Mex ico .  O f

course,  some of  i t  was so l -d to  For t  Davis ,  lTexas]  or  For t

Stockton,  [TexasJ .  They so ld cat t le  t .o  the g lovernment .

To  the  m i l i t a ry  pos ts?

To t .he mi l i tary ,  yes,  s i - r .  But  a  1ot  o f  t .he i r  markets  were in

Chihuahua City and some of the Mexican towns.

And again,  that 's  because of  lack of  t ranspor tat ion in i t ia l ly?

Yes.  A11 the t ra i ls  were out  o f  Mexico th is  way s ince Mexico

w a s  s e t t l e d  s o  e a r l y  i n  h i s t o r y .

You mentioned McKinney Springs that st i l - l -  bears your family

name. Do you know which of your ancestors that.  was named for?

T h e  T . L . ,  w a s  h e  a n  u n c l e ?

We1I ,  he  wou ld  have been a  grea t -g rea t -g rea t -g randfa ther .  H is

name was Thaddeus.

T - H - A - D - D - E - U - S ?  S o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?

I  t h i n k  s o .

And he had come from where, Mr. McKinney?
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I  th ink he was or ig ina l ly  f rom

moved out here from Uvalde.

You  men t ioned  the  l a te  1 -880s .

Gonza les ,  Texas .  I  t h ink  he

Do you know a specif ic year

that they came?

No,  s i r .  I  t h ink  i t  was  i n  t he  1870s ,  bu t  I  don 'L  reca l l  t he

exact  year .

Did your  fami ly  l - ive at  McKinney Spr ings? Is  that  how i t  got

the name?

T'm not  sure about  that .  I  th ink that  they set t led r ight  in

there with the Combs Catt le Company and probably bought a

homestead around that spring or something. They l ived there

long enough to put  the i r  name there,  but  I  don ' t  th ink they

l ived there a real  long t ime.

Were there other ranchers in that area or would the Combs

Catt l-e Company have been among the f irst commercial- ranchers?

We l I ,  t he re  was  the  G-4  Ranch .  I t ' s  p robab ly  one  o f  t he  mos t

famous ranches down in  the Big Bend area.  I  don ' t  know

exact ly  who had that .  ranch,  but  i t  was a huge ranch.  I t

encompassed most  of  what  is  the Big Bend Nat ional  Park now.

They  were  he re  i n  t he  l a te  1800s .  I t  was  ca1 led  the  G-4

Ranch. I don't know exactly who owned it .  I  know that .James

Gi l le t te  ran i t .  He was a famous Texas Ranger  in  the Alp ine,

[Texas]  area.  He ran that  ranch for  years.

Could you Lrace i f  T .L.  McKinney was your  great-great-great

grandfather? Trace more of  your  fami ly  connect ion to  the

M



K . okay.  one of  h is  sons was Div ine McKinney,  who is  credi ted

wi t .h  some of  the f i rs t  qu icks i lver  d iscover ies over  in  the

Ter l ingua area.  Him and another  man-  I  don ' t  recal - I  who the

man was-  were par tners on the Rainbow Mine which was a b ig

st r ike before the Chisos Min ing Company came in  there.  They

had quite a dispute over the land on that thing. But he was

credi ted wi th  some of  the f i rs t  s tar t  o f  that  qu icks i lver

industry  around Ter l ingua.  There were a lo t  o f  us.  I t 's  hard

to say who owns bogs and everything, but my grandfather is Pat

C.  McKinney.  He grew up in  the Marathon area.  His  fa ther 's

name was Ear l  McKinney.  That  was another  one of  Payless 's

boys.  He worked in  the Marathon area as a rancher  for  qu i te

a whi le  for  the Combs Cat t . le  Company. . .my grandfather .  Then

he wenL to work for the government as a government l ion hunter

i n  t he  [ 19 ]  40s .

Th i s  i s  Pa t  C .?

Yes ,  s i r .  Tha t ' s  my  g rand fa the r ,  Pa t  C .  McK inney .  He  l - i ved

on  the  Ros i l l os  Ranch . . . had  qua r te rs  i n  no r th  Ros i l 1os ,  wh ich

is in the park now. Some of that new property had been

acqui red seven or  e ight  years ago.  He l ived there and he d ied

there.  His  job was to  protect  the hai rgoats and sheep that

were in the Christmas Mountain Range and the Rosil los Range

from predatory animals.

And  th i s  was  i n  the  1940s?

The  [ 19 ]40s  and  [ ] - 91  50s .

And the Park was establ ished in  L944.



K: He worked with the Park Service back in t.hose days. The Park

Service al lowed him t.o come into the Park and remove l ions

that were coming out of the Park and ki l l ing sheep or goats in

the Rosi l los Mounta ins or  the Chr is tmas Mounta ins.  He had to

be accompanied by a Ranger .  I t 's  unheard of  nowadays,  but  in

those days they d id a l l -ow that .

That  was the pol icy  of  the Park Serv ice?

At  that  t i -me.  I  don ' t  know i f  that  was a local  po l icy  or  a

nat ional -  po l icy ,  but  they d id a l - l -ow for  h im to come in  there

and take.  He wasn'L a l lowed in  there to  hunt .  a t  f ree wi l1 ,

but when he had a mountain l ion that was coming across t.he

boundary and ki l l ing sheep and goats and then going back,

making i t .  hard to  catch h im,  they d id a1low h im to go in  there

and remove him. He removed a f ew t.hat way.

How did he determine,  through t rack ing sk i l ls  or  whatever ,

that  a  par t icu lar  l ion was prey ing on l ivestock and going back

into the park? Did he have to  ver i fy  that  t .o  the.  .  .

Yes,  he had to  ver i fy .  See,  those ranches but t  up r ight

against the fence l ine, r ight against. the boundary. I t .  would

be just  four  s t rands of  barbed wi re fence or  net  wi re.  That 's

the only  th ing that  is  the boundary down there.  Of  course,  a

mountain f ion knows not.hing abouL a boundary. I t  doesn't mean

anything to them. What f suspect is that a mountain l ion

woul-d come into private property on a bed ground right there

c lose ,  k i l l ,  and  p robab ly  go  back  i n to  the  Park .  I t  makes  i t

sound that  what  the l ion is  do ing is  premedi ta ted,  but  i t 's
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He 's  j us t  wo rk ing  h i s  range .

T t ' s  p robab l y  an  a rea . . . t ha t  t he  bes t  p l ace  f o r  h im  to  l e t

during the day was over in the Park. Do you understand what

I mean?

Just  because of  the natura l  Iay of  the land.

The natural lay of t .he land. Then he would come out every

night and go into where these sheep were bedded down and- i t 's

j us t  na tu ra l  f o r  h im  to  do  tha t -  and  k i l l .  A f te r  ea t i ng  a

l i t t le  o f f  o f  one or  two he would go back in to the Park,  which

makes h im hard to  catch.  I  suspect  that  was the s i tuat ion

because that  would be the only  way you woul -d rea l ly  te I I  when

a l - ion was stay ing in  the Park and k i l l ing over  on pr ivate

land .  I t  wou ldn ' t  be  i n  excess  o f  twen ty  o f  t h i r t y  m i1es .  I t .

was probably  more l - ike two or  three mi les.

At close range. Do you know how your grandfather got involved

in l ion hunting for the government? Was this for the federal

government or the state government?

The federal sovernment. A t  t ha t  t ime  i t  was  the  U .S .

Bio log ica l  Survey  and la te r  on  i t  became what  i t  i s  now the

An imal  Damage Cont ro l .  I t  used to  be  under  the  Depar tment  o f

t h e  I n t e r i o r  j u s t  l - i k e  t h e  B i g  B e n d  N a t i o n a l  P a r k .  N o w ,  i t ' s

under  the  Depar tment  o f  Agr icu l tu re .  f t ' s  been moved over .

When he was work ing ,  they  were  work ing  under  the  same. . . the

Depar tment  o f  In te r io r .

He had ranched a l l  o f  h is  l i fe .  The McKinneys '  had

M :
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brought hounds out with them. They've al-ways had hunting dogs

and it  was just natural for him to protect his l ivestock and

the l ivestock of  the people that  they ranched for .  He 'd hunt

mounta in l ions for  spor t ,  too,  so he 'd a l ready bui l t  up a

pret ty  good reputat ion as a l ion hunt .er .  Dur j -ng the [19]30s

and  l l 9 l 4Os . . .  I t ' s  ha rd  t o  make  a  l i v i ng  ou t  i n  t h i s

country unl-ess you eit.her work for the government or the State

o r  as  a  rancher .

The  Depress ion  was  s t i I 1  a f fec t i ng  a  l o t  o f  peop le .

The Depress ion.  WeI I ,  r t '  s  a lways been a depressed area.  We

never have recovered from the Depression. (chuckles) I think

where he got started in government service was when he worked

for  the Hoof  and Mouth d isease th ing as a r iver  r ider .  They

s t .a t i oned  men  a long  the  r i ve r .  Th i s  was  i n  the  ea r l y  I f g ]+Os-

when Hoof  and Mouth d isease broke out  in  Mexico.  They

stat ioned men aI1 a long the r iver  f rom Brownsvi l le ,  [Texas]  to

Ca l - i f o rn ia ,  I  guess .  The i r  j ob  was  to  tu rn  Mex ican  ca t t l e

back to  Mexico or  to  dest roy those cat t le .  My grandfather  was

wi th that  program unt i l  i t .  ceased.  I  th ink that 's  when he got

a taste of governmenL work and then wenL right into the

government l ion hunting. He always had a l i t l le ranching

interest  on the s ide,  too.  He kept  a  few cat t . le  and some

coun t ry  a t  l eas t .

When was your grandfather a r iver r ider? Would that be in the

la te  [ 19 ]30s ,  ea r l y  [ 19 ]40s?

I t  was  ea r l y  [ 19 ]  40s .  Tha t  p rog ram,  I  t h ink ,  l as ted  abou t
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f i ve  yea rs .  He  was  s ta t i oned  a t  La j i t as ,  lTexas ] .  Then  he

was at  Johnson's  Farm, which is  in  the park.

Tha t ' s  j us t  eas t  o f  Cas t .o lon ,  [Texas ]  ?

Yes,  s i r ,  east  o f  Casto l -on.  Then he was at  Pole Canyon,  which

i s . . . i f  you ' r e  on  t he  B lack  Gap ,  j us t  a  l i t t l - e  ways  wes t  o f

the mouth of the Maravil las where the mouth of the Maravil las

Creek that  dr inks the Marathon area comes in to the r iver .

What they would do is r ide. One day they would t.en mil-es east

or  nor th or  south,  however  the r iver  ran.  They 'd r ide up

river ten miles and meet the guy that was riding down river

that  day ten mi les.  They would meeL and then turn and go back

to the i r  camp.  The next  day they would r ide the other

d i rect ion.  This  way the whole r iver  was covered every day.

My grandmother and my father would haul groceries to them and

it was quite a deal. There were a lot of men involved in that

ou t  he re .

f wonder if your grandfather would have known Guy Lee at.

Marathon?

Yes,  he cer ta in ly  would have.  They were good f r iends.

I  in terv iewed h im back on my last  t r ip  down there in  March,  I

M
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guess .

I 'm  g lad  you  d id  because

Yes .  He  d ied  l -ess  than  a

ta l ked  w i th  h im .

Yeah, ff iy grandfather knew

in that  r iver  r id ing.

Guy ' s  dead  now.

month and a ha1f ,  I  guess,  a f ter  I

h im we l - I .  The Lees '  were  invo lved

Nearly everybody that didn' t  have

8
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enough catt le that t ied them down went to work on t.hat program

because i t  was about  a l - l  there was.  A l -o t  o f  men were

returning from the war and, you know, kind of got in on the

las t  o f  i t ,  bu t  i t  was  a  j ob .

P1us,  f  guess,  i t  was a good occupat ion for  a  cowboy or

somebody who had leanings that. way.

Yeah ,  t hey 'd  a l ready  had  the i r  ho rses  and  s tu f f .  I  don ,  t

remember my daddy saying or my grandfather saying, but I

suspect  they got  pa id a l i t t le  b i t  for  horse and mul_e feed.

I know that when he was working for the government he got

th i r ty  do l lars  ext ra a month to  feed h is  horses and h is

hounds.  I  suspect  when he was a r iver  r ider  he got  someth ing.

They probably  got .  a  I i t t le  b i t  o f  mi leage on the i r  p ickups.

f t  was a l i t t le  cash money,  but  i t  was a far  cry .  .  .

f t  was a boom to their economy, anyway.

Yes ,  s i r ,  because  the  l i ves tock  bus iness  was  a  once  a  yea r  pay

day deal .  You'd have to  make the best  you could unt i l  you

sold calves or sol-d wool or lambs or whatever, but you had to

wai t  unt i l  you had someth ing marketable to  se l I .  There were

a lo t  o f  t imes where there was a long per iod between thac,  so

the steady paycheck was something t.hat was prett.y good to a

l -o t  o f  people in  th is  area.

Your  grandfather  be ing there in  the area at  t .he t ime Big Bend

Nat ional  Park and t .hen the State Park t .hat  preceded i t ,  do you

recall  your grandf at.her ever voicing any opJ-nions or

observations about what. was occurrinq with the park idea?

M :



K : Wel l ,  he was l1ke everybody e l -se on the outs ide.  A lo t  o f

people down there so ld that  land wi l I ing ly  and wanted to  seI I

i t  and were g lad to  get  out  o f  bus iness,  especia l ly  down in

the Torn i l lo  F lat ,  [Texas]  .  A 1ot  o f  that  o ld  country  had

been  j us t  bu rned  up . . . used  up .  I t  wasn ' t  r a i n i ng ,  espec ia l l y

i n  t he  [19 ]  50s -  o f  cou rse ,  t ha t  was  a f te r  t he  Park  was

es tab l i shed -  bu t  t hey  weren ' t  mak ing  a  good  l i v i ng  on  i t .  I t

was tough. Those people sol-d wil l ing1y and there were no hard

feel ings over  that .  The hard fee l ings came when Mr.  Homer

Wi l -son was moved forcefu l ly  out  o f  t .he mount .a ins.  Homer

Wi l -son was everybody 's  f r iend.  He was an educat .ed man.  He

was a very f ine rancher. He owned some of the reaf productive

country up in Chisos Mountains. He was making it  pay and he

d idn ' t  wan t  t o  se I1 .  I t .  I e f t  a  b i t t e r  t as te  i n  eve rybody ' s

mouth that  he was forced of f  o f  that  p lace.  That . 's  where a

lot of the sentiments about the Biq Bend National Park

beg in . . . r i gh t  t he re .

I t '  s  in t .erest ing,  Mr .  McKinney .  I  've in terv iewed Homer

Wi lson 's  daughter .  Her  name is  Cloth i -er  now,  Patr ic ia  Wi Ison

Cl-oth ier .  She d idn ' t  ment ion to  me that  they were acLual ly

forced of f  .  At  l -east  I  d idn ' t  understand that .  He was one of

the few hol-douts to your understanding?

My understanding-  and I  don ' t  know that  th is  is  pos i t ive ly

t rue.  This  is  just  what 's  been handed down and to l -d .  You

migh t  f i nd  tha t  t h i s  i s  no t  r i gh t .  I t  doesn ' t .  ma t te r  i f  i t

was  r i gh t  o r  w rong .  Th i s  i s  wha t ' s  pe rce i ved .

M :
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f t 's  s t i l l -  what  everybody bel ieves or  many bel_ ieve.

What everybody understands of the story that was told is that

Mr .  W i l son  was  fo rced  o f f . . . t ha t  t he  she r i f f  came down  and

to ld h im that  he 'd have to  leave.  Then he went  to  Uvalde.

And the s tory  around here is  that  he d idn ' t  last  very long

af ter  he got  out .  o f  these mounta ins.  He passed on.  You know,

he was very b i t ter  about  be ing taken out  o f  the mounta ins.  f

never  knew Mr.  Wi l -son.  I  never  knew any of  h is  k in  fo l -ks.  I

never heard anything, but t.hose are the st.ories that have

always been around here and,  not  just  my fami ly ,  i t ,s  been

seve ra l -  f am i l i es .

Nonetheless,  there is  a  percept ion,  as you sdy,  that  not

everybody was t .o taI ly  wi l I ing.

And,  l ike I  sa id,  that .  k ind of  got  i t  s tar ted.  A lo t  o f

peop le  don ' t  r ea : . i ze  tha t  mos t  o f  t hose  peop le  so ld  ou t

w i l l i ng l y .  They  were  g lad  to  ge t  r i d  o f  i t .

A number people I 've in terv iewed,  inc lud ing Ju l ia  Nai l  Moss

and some others,  conf i rm that .  They say that  the i r  fami ly  was

struggl ing,  t ry ing to  recoup dur ing the Depress ion in  any way.

Lj-vest.ock prices were down and, as you sdy, the land was not

producing very wel1 because of drought..

I t  was tough.  The State went  in  t .here about  the r ight  t ime to

buy up a lo t  o f  that  country .  Of  the s tor ies I 've heard,  they

were of fer ing f rom one to three dol lars  an acre.  That  would

have been a good way to get out. Even if  you want.ed to get

out  o f  bus iness i t  was probably  hard to  seI I  that  country .

M :

K :

M :

v .
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M :

K :

There were no other prospectJ-ve buyers?

No, because everybody was in the same shape that you were in.

The land had no  va lue  bu t  the  grass  on  i t .  Rea l ly  what  you

were buying was grass and i f  your country was used up, then

there  was no  va lue  to  i t .  The l -and nowadays  has  va lue  fo r  i t s

w i l - d l i f e  a n d  f o r  i t s  s c e n i c  b e a u t y  b e c a u s e  t h e r e ' s  a  l o t  o f

r ich people that are into buying land. At that t ime r ich

peop le  bought  land in  o ther  p laces .  f t  wasn ' t  j -n  the  B ig  Bend

or

in

M :

i  r o 2

In more urban developments,

assume,  Pa t  C . ,  was  bo rn

fa the r?

whatever .  Your  grandfather ,  f

that area. What about your

K : My father  was born in  Marathon,  Texas.  He became a p i lo t  a t

a very young age. He started t.o f Iy when he was thirt.een

years old. There was a man who came in there and put in a

1 i t t le  f ly ing serv ice,  a  man that  was just  back f rom Wor ld War

I I .  My  fa the r  wasn ' t  o ld  enough  to  go  Wor ld  War  I I .  He  j us t

missed it  by about a year. He would have been o1d enough to

have been drafted. There was a man t.hat came out of the war,

I  don ' t  know,  th i r t y  o r  f o r t y ,  someth ing  l i ke  tha t . .  He  had

learned to f ly .  f  don ' t  know.  Mr.  Caspar is  might  have had

someth ing to  do wi th  that ,  too.  He was k ind of  a  famous p i lo t ,

around Alp ine.  My father  s tar ted t ry ing to  f ly  when he was

around Lhj-rteen years old. f  think he was probably f lying

when he was s ix teen or  seventeen wi th  Mr.  George Hargess.  I

mean,  Bi I l  Hargess.  George Hargess was h is  daddy.  Then Bi l l

l 2



M :

K .

Hargess went over to Fort Stockton and started a crop dusting

service and my father fol lowed him over there and became a

crop duster  wi th  h im.  They f lew char tered f l ights  in to Mexico

and they also had an Eagle Club put together. They hunt.ed

eagles out  o f  a i rp lanes for  ranchers.  This  was pr ior  to  the

Iaw changing.

Because eagles were a lso predators on l - ivestock?

oh,  y€s,  s i r .  They would k i11 young lambs and k ids.  You've

got  to  rea l ize that  back in  those days,  l ivesLock was k ing and

anyt.hing and everything nearly wil l  ki I l  a young sheep or a

young k id  goat .  They ' re very easy to  k i t l  and anyth ing that 's

a predator  wi l l -  k i I I  them. Back in  those days the ru le  of

thumb was to try to steri l ize the country for miles around.

You d idn ' t  go for  the of fending animal ;  you t r ied to  wipe them

out  ,  annih i la t .e  them, eradicate them. I t  sounds ev i l

nowadays,  but  that 's  the way i t  was.  Nobody quest ioned i t ;  i t

was just the way everybody tr ied to make the maximum amounL

they could out  o f  the i r  l ivestock.  So in  doing that  they

prov ided a serv ice to  the ranchers in  the area.

They  f l ew  qu i t e  a  b i g  a rea . . . a  l o t  o f  t he  T rans -Pecos .

They had Supercubs,  which is  a  smal l ,  two-seat  a i rp lane wi th

shotguns mounted on the s t ruts .  They 'd done a l -o t  o f  eagle

hunt ing and a lo t .  o f  coyote hunt ing.  I t  was a way of  l i fe

un t i l  some t ime  i n  t he  [ 19 ]60s .  We l l  i n  t he  l a te  [ t g ]SOs ,  I

th ink,  is  when my father  qu i t .  He went  to  work for  the Uni ted

S ta tes  Borde r  Pa t ro l - .

l _ J
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