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I'NIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO
ORAL HISTORY INSTITUTE

BrG BEND NATTONAL PARK ORjAL HTSTORY PROJECT, L994

INTERVIEWEE/ADDRE88! Guy Lee, P.O. Box 264, Marathon, Tx., 79842.
Phone :  915 -386-4295 .

INTERVIET BY: JOhN R. MOOrE

DATE: March 23, L994

IJENGTtr OF fNTERVIEfl: t hour, 20 minutes/English

SUUUARY: Lee , age 79, came to the Pope Ranch in Big Bend as a
child in 1916. His father worked on the ranch. Lee has worked as
a candelia wax maker, highway ernployee, cowboy and for two years
(L946-48)  as a r iver  r ider  for  the State of  Texas.

As a river rider, Lee was a commissioned law enforcement
off icer charged with daily r iding horseback on a 26-mile circuit
along the Rio Grande from Hot Springs west. He was responsible
for ensuring no Mexican livestock entered the park or the United
States during a severe epidernic of Mexican hoof and mouth
disease. He had to shoot several head of cattle that strayed into
the park. He relates part iculars of his work as a r iver r ider,
his relations with cross-river residents and his association with
National Park Service ernployees.

He discusses fishing in the Rio Grande, the environment and
wildl i fe of the park along the river and his acquaintance with
Maggie Srnith, concessionaire operating the Hot Springs store,
rnotel and mineral baths. He l ived with his wife and children in
the structure on the knoll above the Hot Springs store.

He provides some detail about Texas Rangers in the area from
1916 through the border conflict created by the Mexican
Revolution. For 24 years following his employrrnent as a river
rider, Lee worked as a cowboy on the Gage Ranch at Marathon.
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Big Bend Nat ional  Park
f . ) r r  I  I J i  e f  a r r r  D r n - i  a n f

I  - - v J v v u

Guy Lee
By John R. Moore

March  23 ,  ] -994

Guy Lee for  the Big Bend Oral  His tory  Pro jecL,  March 23,  1994

at his home in Marat.hon, Texas, interviewed by ,John Moore.

Mr. Lee, would you tel l  us about when and where you were

born and how long you have l ived in the Marathon area?

In  Mara thon ,  I ' ve  l i ved  he re . . .we l l ,  I , rR  seven ty -n i ne ,  a round

about  e ighty .  I  came here in  191-6 when I  was just .  a  l i t t le

tot. We moved down on the Pope Ranch with Applewhite and Long

from Pearsal l .  They had a t ra in load of  s teers and my daddy

had the farm down there,  so he so ld i t  and bought  a l i t t le

bunch of cows and moved out here and took care of those sc.eers

on the Pope Ranch.

Th is  was  a t  Pearsa l1 ,  Texas?

Yes.  We l ived on the Pope Ranch unt i l  I  was about  twenty- four

yea rs  o ld .  My  mo t .he r  d ied  i n  t 9 I7  and  I  was  j us t  ra i sed  up

and down the Maravil las Creek, you might sdy, down there on

the Pope Ranch. Of course, my brothers and al l  went to school

up here unt i l  I  was oId enough to go to  school .  Wel l - ,  Daddy

boarded us out .  My daddy d ied in  [19]  33 and I  was about

seventeen when he died. And I have been just working ever

since, here and there and yonder most of the t ime, but I

reaI Iy  ca l l  Marat .hon my home.

Cou ld  you  te l l  f r € ,  Mr .  Lee ,  where  the  Pope  Ranch  i s?
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Oh,  i t ' s  sou th  o f  t own  abou t  t h i r t y  m i l es . . . t oward

I t ' s  no t  i n  t he  Park?

No .  I t ' s  no t  i n  t he  Park .  I t  j o i ns  the  ranch  tha t

Park ,  bu t  i t ' s  no t  i n  i t .  I  guess  the  c loses t  p lace

about  ten mi Ies,  or  someth ing l - ike that . ,  where you

Park .

t .he Park.

M :

L :

j o i ns  the

would be

ent.er the

So you were here during the Lime that the federal government

took over what is now Big Bend Park?

Wel1,  I  don ' t  remember.  They had a Three C lCiv i l ian

Conservat ion Corps l  camp,  a camp f i re  and th i r ty . . .  I  guess

they put  that  there about .  [19]35 or  somewhere a long in  there.

T  don ' t  r emember .

Are you talking about the Civi l ian Conservation Corps?

Yeah.  Then af t .er  i t  moved out  that 's  when they took over  t .he

Park.  That 's  when f  met  Ross Maxwel l .  I  worked on the ranch

up th is  s ide where we were l iv ing for  severa l  years.  I  worked

fo r  h im  and  then ,  a f te r  he  f i na l l y  d ied ,  I  j us t  sca t te red

around and worked up there in Van Horn and, you know, just.

everywhere a ranch was. . .cowboying.  I  came back here then and

went  to  work for  mysel f .  I  had a l i t t1e bunch of  goats.  That

d idn ' t  work ouL.  I  bought  an o i l -  r ig  and dr i l led we1ls  for  a

whi le .  That  d idn ' t .  make me much money.  I  made candel ia  wax

for  a  whi le ,  f r€  and an o ld boy.  I t  seemed l ike that  d idn ' t

work,  so I  went  t .o  r id ing the r iver .  I  s igned up in  EL Paso

for i t .  I  rode it  for two years and I moved away from

Marathon and I went to work for the Gage Ranch here. I stayed

M :
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with h im twenty- four  years before I  le f t  and went  on my own

aga in  w i th  a  l i t t l e  bunch  o f  ca t t l e .  I  j us t  go t  r i d  o f  my

ca t t l e  yes te rday ,  so  f 'm  foo t l oose  aga in .  ( chuck les )

You' re look ing for  employment  again,  r ight?

Looking for employment of some kind again.

There are a Iot. of things I want to ask you about. Tell  me

about making candelia wax. What got you into i t?

We l - l ,  i t ' s  ve ry  i n te res t i ng  i f  you  make  i t .  I  r ea11y  was

j -nterested in  i t .  Of  course,  we had wet  Iaborers t .hen,  wet

Mex i cans  ou t  o f  Mex i co . . . cheap .  I t  wou ldn ' t  pay  now  because

your labor would cost you too much. But we had big vats made

out  of  s tee l  and you bui ld  up,  l ike,  out  o f  adobe,  just  l ike

you were going to  bui ld  an adobe house.  You just  make a p i t

out of adobe and you set this vat in i t .  You have a f ire box

under  i t  and you put  these green weeds-  i t 's  green when they

pu1 l  i t -  pack  i t  i n  on  bu r ros .  Then  you  s tack  i t  up ,  f i r e  i t ,

andyou  go t  a  Mex ican  cook ing  i t  a l - I .  O f  cou rse ,  as  i t  d r i es ,

they use that  dry  candel - ia ,  that  weed,  to  f i re  the boi ler .  I t

r ea l l y  works .  I t  bu rns  j us t  l i ke  gaso l i ne .  You ' ve  go t  t o

have  ac ids .  You  f i l l  t hese  e igh t - foo t  va ts .  I  don ' t  know how

many burrow-Ioads of weeds you coul-d put in that vat.

Mexicans would load i t  and just  keep loading i t .  Then you had

a big door you closed down on it  made out of iron bars. You

Iat .ched i t  and i t  pressed i t  down.  Af ter  i t  bo i led a whi le

they wou1d pour  th is  su l fur ic  ac id j -n  there.  And that  just

doubles the heat. Then al- l- the wax comes to the top and they

L :
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sk im i t  o f f  and pour  i t  in  tubs to  coo1.  Af ter  i t  cools  ,  o f

cou rse ,  i t '  s  b roken  and  they  sack  i t .  I t ' s  ve ry  i n te res t i ng .

You'd near ly  have to  watch somebody make i t .

What was your market? Who did you sell  the wax to?

We11 ,  I  so ld  i t  t o  Casner  i n  A lp ine ,  [TexasJ  bu t  t hey  so ld  i t ,

sh ipped i t ,  I  guess,  to  New York or  somewhere.  When I  f i rs t

s tar ted,  what  got  me in terested in  i t ,  there was a fe l low who

borrowed a bunch of money from a fel low in New York. He came

out here and he was buying wax and stuff.  I t  was a big

company.  This  fe l low came out  and set  t .h is  o1d boy up.  He

went in and added in i t  in such an expensive wav he never

coul-d make money.

I hauled a fel low down the river- he was makingi wax down

there c lose to  the r iver-  and the o l -d  fe l low ta lked to  me.  f

should have reaI ly  got  in  wi t .h  h im but ,  you know, I  thought ,

"Wel- l ,  he 's  f rom New York.  "  And I  d idn ' t  know h im.  And he

was  c los ing  th i s  o ld  boy  ou t .  I  t hough t ,  "We11 ,  now,  he  may

be just .  ta lk ing t .o  me. I '  But  I  wished now I  had real ly  got  in

wi th  h im because I  woul -d 've been honest  wi th  h im and

everyth ing.  I  th ink I  would 've real ly  made some money because

he real1y set  me up in  being th is  in  a b ig  way.  He real ly

knew how to make it .  He stayed up here at the hotel and he

got some of that weed when he was with me and had a coffee

po t .  He  bo i l - ed  i t  o f f  i n  a  co f fee  po t  up  the re  i n  t he  ho te l .

He made a smal l  amount in the hotel?



L : He just  made a l i t t1e dab of  wax.  He made that  wax and.  then

he came back to  me again.  r  s t . i l r  wasn ' t  in terested enough in

h im.  I  was  i n to  wax  a l r i gh t ,  bu t  I  was  a  l i t t l e  a f ra id  o f

h im.  New York,  that 's  qu i te  a d is tance f rom here in  th is

western country  and f  couldn ' t ,  f igure h im out .  Then I  got  to

thinking aft.er everything was al l  blown over I had nothing to

l -ose ,  bu t  j us t  my  t ime .  l f  he  had  fu rn i shed  me  ten  do l l a rs -

we l I ,  i t  wou ld ' ve  been  jus t  a  g i f t . ,  1zou  know-  I  su re  shou ld ,ve

t .ook h im on.  He bought  that  o1d boy a t ruck.  Boyt  He had

h im rea l l y  se t  up  i n  t he  bus iness  i n  a  b ig  way .

How much was candelia wax worth?

I t  was for ty- f ive cents a pound af ter  i t  was cooked of f .  Then

Casner  bought  i t .  That  was just  the crude wax.  Then he

bought  i t  and recooked i t ,  which was ref j -ned,  and f  don ' t  have

any idea what he got, but he made a Iot of money out of i t .

f  expect he was bringing probably two dol- lars a pound.

Do you know who Mr. Casner sold the wax to?

N o .  H e  s h i p p e d  i t  o u t  o f  A l n i n a  L r r r  t - h a  c a r l o a d s .

What. was it  used for?

Wel I ,  t .here '  s  1ot .s  of  t .h ings:  records,  phonograph

reco rds . . . a l l  t ha t  k i nd  o f  s t u f f  was  made .  The re ' s  d i f f e ren t

k inds of  wax to  pol ish woods and everyth ing made wi th  i t .

There 's  a t ime I  knew a lo t  o f  th ings that  they used the wax

fo r .

D id  the  m i l i t a ry  use  i t  f o r  g rease?

Wel l - ,  I  never  d id  hear  of  i t ,  but  f  expect  they d id.

M .

L :

M :

L

M

L

M

L



M :

L :

imagine t .hat '  s what made i t  so high.

Why is no candel ia wax made in this part  of  the country now?

No.  That  o1d boy  was se t t ing  up  in  the  Park .  I t  was  some

count ry  the  Park  hadn ' t  bought .  I t  was  r igh t  up  Torn i l lo

Creek ,  lTexas ]  f rom Hot  Spr ings ,  lTexas ] .  Have you been to

Hot  Spr ings?

Y e s .

We11,  you  c ross  tha t  c reek  w i th  tha t  b ig  c i r c le  b r i dge  on  i t .

We1l ,  i t  was r ight  up that  creek about  f ive or  s ix  mi l -es up

there.  The Park d idn ' t  own that .  I t  be longed to some fe l low

that had a bunch of goats in there and everything. The Park

l -a te r  bough t  i t ,  bu t  a t  t he  t ime  they  d idn ' t  have  i t . .  The re ' s

a  wo r l d  o f  t ha t  weed  up  t he re . . . a  wo r l d  o f  i t .

Th is  would have been in  the la te 1940s when you ' re ta lk ing

about?

Yeah .  I  imag ine  tha t .  wou ld  be  abou t  [ 19 ]41  o r  l l 9 l 42  because

right after that I went to work for the Highway Department.

I was l ivj-ng in the Park then. I went to work for the Highway

Department .  in  [19]40 and we moved down there.  That  was in

L940 when that  o Id boy was making t .hat  wax.  He d idn ' t  s tay

there very 1ong.

f  understand t .hat  you became a r iver  r ider  in  the 1950s.

Yeah ,  i t  was  abou t  [ 19 ]  47 .  .  .  t . he  l as t  pa r t  o f  l Lg l46  ,  l Tg l47  ,

and par t  o f  [19]  48.  I  moved up here and went  to  work for

Gage .

So you l ived in the Park?

M :
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L : I  was in  the Park in  the last  par t  o f  [1 ,9]  46 .  f  s igned up for

r iver  r id ing and they moved me about  twenty- f ive mj_Ies,  I

gfuess, up the river from Hot Springs. I stayed up there about

a week to ten days when the boss came by and moved me back to

Hot .  Spr ings.

Mr. Lee, why was the government hir ing r iver r iders? What was

a r iver  r ider?

L:  Wel l ,  f  had to  k i l l  a  few cows and everyth ing.  I  dec ided

the re  wasn ' t  ve r y  much .  We  had  t o  pack . . .wea r  ou r  p i s t o l .  We

had  a  badge .  We were  j us t  l i ke ,  more  o r  l ess ,  a  cus toms

o f f i ce r .

What  was the need for  r iver  r iders? Was there a problem wi th

l i ves tock?

Yeah.  I t  was cat t le  cross ing,  coming out  o f  Mexico wi th  hoof-

-and-mouth d isease.  They d idn ' t  want  to  get  i t  in  Texasr  |ou

see. The St.ate had river r iders even down in Mexico checking

the  ca t t l e .  Hoo f -and -mou th  d i sease ,  wh ich  a long  the  r i ve r

there wasn' t .  none of  i t ,  because noth ing but  a  c loven-hoofed

animal  would have i t .  A horse wouldn ' t  have i t ,  noth ing l ike

that .  A c l -oven-hoofed would have i t ,  but  i t  was in  a country

where j - t 's  damp,  you know, l -o ts  of  mois ture.  That  was t .he

reason it  was way down in Mexico. Along the border they never

d id f ind any of  i t .

Bu t . ,  none the less ,  t hey  h i red  r i ve r  r i de rs  to  ensu re . . .

The State f ixed i t  because they were sh ipping cat t le  out  o f

Mexico in to the States.  Then a Lot  o f  the Mexicans would move

M :
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up to the border, which they couLd have gott,en it  that way.

We had to pack a Wj-nchester  and a p is t .o l  a l l  the t ime.  I  had

th i r t een  m i les  tha t  I  had  to  r i de  eve ry  day  by  ho rseback . . . up

that r iver and back down it  seven days a week. When I moved

to Hot  Spr ings.  .  .  in  n ine months f  never  d id  come to town or

noth ing.  I  s tayed r ight  there.  I  made my r ide every day for

n j -ne months.  My wi fe  would go to  town,  but  I  never  d id .  I

r ea I l y  l i ked  i t .  I t  was  a  good-pay ing  j ob .  I t  pa id  rea f

good.

M : You said you s igned up in  El  Paso.

was h i r incr  r iver  r iders?

Was that. where the State

L :

M :

L :

Yeah ,  t ha t ' s  where  f  s i gned  up .  I n  E l  Paso .

What agency hired you? Who did you work for?

We l1 ,  a l l  I  know was  the  fe l l ow  tha t  I  s i gned  up  w i th ,  h i s

name was Redmond.  He was a State man and that . 's  a l l .  I

signed up with him and they took my f ingerprints and

everyth ing.  I  never  d id  seem him af ter  that . .  In  two years I

never  d id  see h im.

So they made you,  in  ef fect ,  a  law enforcement  of f icer  to

en fo r ce  l i ves tock . . .

They had to check me whether f was a bandito or what, 1rou

know.  I t  was  a  good  j ob .  I  r ea I1y  en joyed  i t  because  I  cou ld

f ish up and down that  r iver .  In  the Park,  o f  course,  you

weren ' t  a l lowed but  two throw l ines to  the person.  And two

hooks on each 1 ine was a l l -  that  you were a l lowed.  Of  course,

where I rode the river you never did see anybody. Of course,

M :
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I  had d i f ferent  l ines h idden a l1 up and down the r iver .

D id  you  ca tch  a  1o t  o f  ca t f i sh?

A lot of hooks. Then I had an ol-d park ranger who l ived at

Boqui l las,  lTexas]  That 's  r ight  be low Hot .  Spr ings.  Of

course, I knew him. He used to be a Texas Ranger.

What  was h is  name,  Mr.  Lee?

Gl-ascock.  Henry Glascock.  I  ca11ed h im Hank.  Everybody

ca] led h im Hank.  I  knew h im for  years.  Of  course,  o Id Hank,

I ' d  ge t  a t  h im .  You  weren ' t  a l l owed  to  sdy ,  r rNo  ba i t ,  "

no t .h ing  l i ke  tha t .  He 'd  come up  to  Ho t  Sp r ings  and  I ' d  say ,

"Hank,  lou got  any bai t?"  r rNo.  I  thought  maybe you had

some . "  I ' d  say ,  "Oh ,  I ' ve  go t  a  good  say ing ,  bu t  I  a i n ' t  go t

nobody  to  he lp  me .  "  "We l - I  ,  by  go11y ,  I ' 11 -  he lp  you . t t  t ud

he'd go down there to t.he r iver and we'd see some minnows and

he 'd  ge t  i n  h i s  ca r  and  go  back  to  Boqu i l l as .

He had a throw l ine down there r ight above Boquil las

under  a b1uf f .  You'd c l imb down onto that  b lu f f  and go out  on

a ledge and just  t .hrow a l ine out .  There 's  a deep hole of

water  there.  So f  went  down there one evening and f  d idn ' t

know he had h is  l ine there,  but  I  found that  throw 1 ine.  I t .

was more l ike a t rout  l ine.  f t  had e leven or  twelve hooks on

i t . .  You just  drop iL  of f  that  b Iuf f ,  you know. I  ba i ted i t

a l l  up and hung i t  o f f  o f  that  b1uf f ,  came back up to  Hot

Spr ings,  and there he was.  He just  sat  there-  he had a l i t . t l -e

s to re ,  he  and  h i s  w i fe -  and  f  go t  t o  t a l k ing  to  h im .  f  sa id ,

r rBol r  I  found a l - i t t . le  ho le of  water  down the r iver .  I  found

M :
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a throw 1 ine.  I t  must  have been somebody 's  t rout  l ine that .

had i t  h idden.  "  He looked r ight  funny and d i rect ly  he sa id,

r rYou Leave t .hat  l - ine aLone.  That  be longs to  me. ' r  (chuck l -es)

We got along real good.

Ross Maxwel- ] ,  he was the super in tendent .  Wel1,  I  got

a long wi - t .h  h im f  ine.  I  had to  watch them l - i t t1e Rangers that

would move in ,  you know, work ing.  I  had to  watch t .hem. Of

course,  o1d Ross and them could cover  up for  me so far ,  but  I

couldn ' t  a f ford do someth ing I  wasn' t  supposed to do r ight  out .

in  the open.

Ross Maxwel l  was the f i rs t  super in tendent?

Yeah.  He was the super in tendent  down in  the Three C camp.  He

sure was a nice felIow. I was working on t.he highway in t.he

Park when he made it  a park. The Three C camp was already

there.  Ross was work ing there for  the Three C.  The Park

bought  a l l  the land.

That  would have been in  1944 or  before?

I guess along about, then when the Park f irst went to work.

That Three C camp was there several years before they made it

a  Park because the fe l low I  was work ing for  on the ranch,  when

they moved in, he furnished him a truck. Everybody in this

neck of  the woods,  you know, had a t ruck,  but  they couldn ' t

move them in.

As a  r i ver  r ider ,  you  ment ioned you had to  shoot  some ca t t le .

Can you te l1  me o f  tha t  exper ience?

That  be longed r igh t  across  the  r i ver .  I  knew the  o ld  Mex ican

M :
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that  owned them. f  went  across the r iver  and to ld  h im,  I 'Do

not  le t  them come across. r r  You know, he had a bunch of  k ids.

He d idn ' t  have t .o  Ie t  them come over .  But  the o ld Mexican had

just  been there a l l  o f  h is  L i fe  and he couldn ' t  be l - ieve there

was such a thing as somebody making him keep his stuff on the

other  s ide of  the r iver  when he wanted them over  here.  Of

course,  there was a b ig Johnson grass f ie l -d  on th is  s ide and

he dragged them o1d cows over  and le t  them graze.  I  to l -d  h im,

"Don't bring them over here. Come over here and cut al l  t .hat.

grass you want  and pack i t  over  there and le t  them eat  i t  over

the re .  Don ' t  l e t  t hem come ove r  he re . "  Oh ,  he  wou ldn ' t  do

i t .  He  j us t  wou ldn ' t  do  i t ,  bu t  t . hem Mex icans  knew.  You  see ,

we had cer ta in  hours we had t .o  r ide .  In  other  words,  I 'd

leave in  the morning at  s ix  o 'c lock and I  wasn' t  supposed to

be back unt i l -  1 :00 p.m.  Then I  had a par tner  t .hat  l -e f t  camp

a t  1 :00  p .m.  and  wen t  up  the  r i ve r  and  he  d idn ' t  ge t  back

un t i l  ? : 00  p .m . .  We I1 ,  t ha t  day  when  I  k i l l ed  t he  cows ,  i t

was in  the evening.  L ike,  I '  d  r ide that  evening, '  one day I 'd

r ide in  the morning,  next  day I 'd  r ide in  the evening.  WeI l ,

there was another  r iver  r iders '  camp th i r teen mi les to  the end

of  my r ide and then there 's  about  two mi les a l l  around the

mounta in there where th is  other  fe l - low was.  Somet imes I 'd  go

up and see how he was making i t  and I 'd  be la te coming back.

And  them Mex icans ,  e f  cou rse ,  f  guess  they 'd  seen  t . ha t  I ' d

a l ready come back and they 'd missed me.  But  when f  came back

I met them cows right in my trai l- and there were some

1 1
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sold iers ,  Mexican so ld iers .  I  not j -ced them s i t t ing on top of

a h i l l  r ight  across the r j -ver  watching me.  Of  course,  they

knew that  o ld  Mexican hadn' t  got  h is  cows and,  of  course,  t .hey

saw that and they knew I was going to kiI I  them. Sure enough,

I  d id .  That  o1d Mexican,  he never  d id  show up on my s ide of

the r iver  a f  t .er  that .

In l-ater years he moved into Marathon and worked on the

Gages '  I  was work ing for  Gage running the i r  sheep out f i t

down south. And that old boy that was running the cow outf i t

had h i red h im to cook for  t .hem. He knew h im a l l  o f  h is  l i fe

and he h i red h im to cook for  t .hem. I 'd  go up out  there and he

wan ted  me . . .  Cou ldn ' t  d r i ve ,  t ha t  o Id  Mex i can  cou ldn ' t ,  so

t.hey wanted him to take them lunch behind them mountains in

the re .  He 'd  ca l l  me  on  the  rad io  and  ask  me  i f  I ' d  come and

haul  lunch f rom the o ld Mexican around there.  I  drove out  up

there and there the ofd Mexican was.  I  asked h im i f  he had

any more cat t le .  He wouldn ' t  ta lk  to  me.

He wasn' t  too f r iendly  to  you?

He hadn' t  forgot  and he d idn ' t  want  to  ta lk  about  i t .

What did the State provide you as far as equipment? Did they

provide you horses and f irearms?

You had to furnish your own horse and they al lowed you so much

money a month to  feed them. For  fact ,  I  had to  have two,

somet imes three,  because a horse gets  jaded when you r ide them

everyday.  They burn out  on one k ind of  feed and then you 've

go t  t o  ge t  ano the r  one .  I t  was  rea l l y  bad  on  ho rses .

L :
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I  had an o ld gray horse that  cou1d near ly  ta lk .  I  had

three kids and one of them was old enough for school. My wife

taught him his f irst year and the next year the other one come

up  fo r  schoo l ,  so  she 'd  come to  town .  The  1 i t t 1e  g i r1 ,  she

wasn' t  o ld  enough when she came to town to go to  schooL.  Late

one evening I  turned that  o ld  gray horse out .  He couldn ' t  run

a t  a1 l - .  We l l - ,  I  hea rd  tha t  l i t t l e  g i r l  ho l l e r i ng  and

screaming.  f  looked out  and thaL o ld horse had her  by the

hai r  o f  the head just  walk ing a1ong.  She was t ry ing to  run

and hol ler  and that  o1d horse was just  walk ing on.  He was

doing i t  for  meanness,  you know. I  ho l lered at  h im and he

turned her  l -oose.  She came running in to the house.

We had a dog.  We weren ' t  supposed t .o  have dogs in  the

Park. When the Park rangers woul-d drive up my wife would

holler at that dog and that dog would go in the house and get

under  t .he s tove.  He'd h ide.  When he was a pup he 'd go down

and play wit.h t.hat horse. That horse woul-d get him by the

hide and hold h im.  That  dog would just  ho l Ier  and scream and

kick and that  horse would just  s tand there l ike he was as leep

hold ing that  dog up in  t .he a i r .

What  was the horse 's  name? What .  d id  you ca l -1 h im?

Sol is .  I 'd  turned back r ight  down the r iver  f rom the Sol is

p l ace .  I t ' s  a  Mex i can  name .

Wou ld  tha t  wou ld  be  C-E-L -E-S-E?

f  don ' t  know just  how you spel1 i t  in  Mexican.

C lose .

M

L
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L : But  that  o l -d  horse was just  l ike a scared n igger  boy.  I 'd  go

up the r iver  and there 'd  be green grass growing.  I '  d  get  o f f

o f  h im,  unsaddle h im,  and put  h im around out .  o f  my s ight .  I 'd

get in the shade and put him out and Iet him graze. You know,

he  wou ldn ' t  g raze .  You 'd  hea r  h im  coming  back .  He 'd  come

back  and  s tand  r i qh t  ove r  me .  He 'd  neve r  move .  He 'd  s tand

r i a h t -  ^ \ r a r  - o  U n t i ]  f ' d  h a V o  t . a  r r a l -  r r n  a n q t  S a d d l e  h i m  U p  a n d. . . *  unt i f  f  'd  hav-  . , - -  * I ,  * ,

go on up the r iver .

You said there were th i r teen mi les to  the end of  your  r ide.

So each day you went  twent .y-s ix  mi les?

Each day.  Thi r teen up and th i r teen back.

So you had t.o make about two miles an hour?

WeI l ,  i t  a l - I  depended.  I  had seven hours t .o  k i ] l  and i t

r ea l I y  d idn ' t  make  any  d i f f e rence  where  I  k i l l ed  them.  I ' d

j og  a long  and  i f  i t  t ook  me  e igh t  hou rs ,  we I I ,  J ' d  spend

eight. I  never would come in early, but. I  always make my

seven  hou rs .  A  l -o t  o f  t imes  I ' d  spend  e igh t  because  I ' d  go

around t.o the other camp and maybe stay there a couple of

hours dr ink ing cof fee wi th  the fe l low ta lk ing to  h im.

End of Tape One

Side A
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Beginning of Tape One

Side  B

On tha t  j ob  you  weren ' t  i nsu red  o r  no th ing .  Mos t  o i l  j obs ,

you know, you ' re insured.  But  you weren 'L insured i f  the

horse fe I I  way or  someth ing l ike a Mexican shot  you.  That  was

just  tough luck.  You were just  on your  own.

Were you ever shot by anyone?

No,  f  never  d id .  When I  k i l led them cows my boss had to  send

another  fe l low up the r iver  wi th  me.  He wouldn ' t  le t  me r ide

by  myse l f  .  I t  d idn ' t  bo t .he r  me .  You  cou ldn ' t  ge t  h im  to  go

ac ross  tha t  r i ve r .  I ' d  go  ac ross  the  r i ve r .  We I l ,  mos t  o f

the Mexicans I  knew.

The cat t . le  you shot ,  they d id not  have hoof-and-mouth d isease,

but you sti l- I  had to shoot them because t.hey kept. .  .

No,  they d id not .  Yeah,  I  s t i l l  had to  shoot  them. You had

to shoot  them then burn t .hem. I f  you d idn ' t  burn them the

Mexicans would come across and butcher them right behind you.

You l ived at  Hot  Spr ings.  Did the State prov ide the house for

M :

L :

M :

you at  Hot  Spr ings?

No,  I  had to  rent .  I  rented the house.  I  had a

house up on the h i1 l .  I  th ink i t  fe l I  down now.

There ' s  s t i l - l -  some wa l - l s  up .  The re ' s  no  roo f  .

The re ' s  no  roo f?  WeI I ,  t ha t ' s  t he  one  we  l i ved  i n .

a f i rep lace and we had a b ig screened porch.  I t

n i ce .

l - i t t I e  rock

There was

was rea1Iy
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Did you rent that from Maggie Smith?

Yes,  o1d Maggie.  Wel l ,  more people s tayed there back then.

A lot of the mail was run every Monday. That's how we got

grocer ies.  The o ld man that  ran the mai l  house-  I  knew h im

al1 my l i fe-  he l ived here in  Marathon.  I f  we needed anyth ing

we just .  gave h im a b i l l  and he 'd get  i t  a t .  the s tore and br ing

it out Monday morning.

What was his name?

Ed Hancock.  He carr ied the mai l  for  years down there.

How did he del - iver  the mai l?  Did he have a t ruck?

He used to.  He had a b ig t ruck and he 'd haul  f re ight  out  o f

the Park-  i t  wasn ' t  a  park then-  but  he 'd haul  for  them

ranchers .  A  l o t  o f  t hem had  goa ts .  They 'd  sha re  and  he 'd

haul  a  mohai r  and everyth ing.  When he 'd take the mai l  down

he 'd  hau l  a  moha i r  back .  I n  l a te r  yea rs  he  go t  j us t  a  th ree -

quar ter  ton p ickup and he 'd load i t  up.  He had two smal l

t r a i l e r s .  O f  cou rse ,  I ' d  buy  ho rse  f eed ,  hay ,  and  oa t s  and

then  buy  a  b ig  b i l l  o f  g roce r ies .  We 'd  usua l l y  buy  a  mon th ' s

supply  of  grocer ies f rom him.  He'd have to  unload that .

Did he charge you to deliver from Marathon?

Yeah .  He 'd  cha rge  so  much .  We l l ,  t he  s to res  usua l l y  pa id  i t .

Tha t ' s  t he  way . . . he ' d  j us t  hau l  i t .

Then you 'd pay the s tore?

And the s tore would pay i t .

May I ask how much you made as a r iver r ider? How much did

the Stat .e  pay?
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L : Well, i f  you didn't r ide Saturday and Sunday, i f  you rode

forty hours, 1rou wouldn't make very much, but i f  you put in

Saturdays and Sundays then they 'd pay over t ime on those two

days.  I  rode every Saturday and Sunday.  That  would usual ly

make  my  check  p re t t y  b ig ,  bu t  t hey  d idn ' t  pay . . . j us t  f o r  f i ve

days a week.  A lo t  o f  the o ld boys would just  r ide f ive days

a week and they 'd come to town.  They d idn ' t  s tay.  They just .

d idn ' t  r ide the r iver  because they d idn ' t  make no money they

said, but I owed a bunch of money and I had to make some money

somehow, so I rode Saturdays and Sundays and al l .

Do you remember how much you made a month, approximately?

f ' d  usua l l y  ge t  a  check  tha t  pa id  tw i ce  a  mon th .  Fo r  f i f t een

days it  would run me usually two hundred and forty or

someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  .  .  f o r  f i f t een  days .

So you made about four hundred and f i f ty dollars a month, f ive

hundred dollars a month?

Someth ing l ike that  wi th  my horse feed and everyth ing.

That was a lot of money then.

Yeah,  because you couldn ' t  get  a  job on a ranch.  WeI I ,  two

dol lars  a day was what  they paid on a ranch.  ( Iqr .  Lee 's

responds Lo an unj -dent i f ied person 's  quest ion)  An o ld boy in

there k i l led another  one and another  one 's  brother  shot  h im

and he shot  one of  the brothers.  The man that  shot  h im was a

r i ve r  r i de r  and  h i s  b ro the r . . . bo th  o f  t hem were  r i ve r  r i de rs .

This  other  boy was work ing for  a  fe l low.

How many people worked for the Border Quarantine Project as
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r iver  r iders in  th is  area that  you know of?

We l - I ,  on  my  rou te  f rom E l  Paso  down  to  New Brauns fe l . . . a t  t he

Pecos high bridge they had a r iver r j-der camp there. He

d idn ' t  have  to  r i de  nowhere .  He  j us t  had  to  s i t  t he re .  I t

was  j us t ,  p i t i f u l ,  because  i t ' s  r i gh t . . . t he  b r i dge  i s  on  t he

Pecos and right down the river is Mexico on the Rio Grande, so

he  had  to  wa tch  tha t  pa r t  o f  t he  r i ve r .  He ,d  j us t  s i t  t he re .

He  d idn ' t  r i de  o r  no th ing .  And ,  oh ,  t hey  were  f i xed .  They ,d

take  down  he re  a t  B1ack  Gap-  we l - l ,  1e t ' s  see .  I  was  i n  t he

Park,. two from Castolon, [Texas] down to where I was and two

at  Casto lon;  two r ight  be low,  that 's  four ;  and two at .  the

Woodson p lace-  that 's  where I  went  f rom when I  f i rs t  went

there-  there were two fe l lows there,  that 's  s ix ;  there were

two at  Sol is ,  that  was e ight ;  and there were two at  Hot

Spr ings ,  t haL ' s  t en ;  and  one  a t  Boqu i l l as  because  you  j us t

went  f rom Boqui l las down to that  shut- in .  I  rode that  a  whi le

and there was no way you could put in seven hours unless you

just  h id  and sIept .  And i t  was t .oo hot  to  s Ieep.  That  o ld

boy,  he just  rode that  one.  He d idn ' t  have a mi l -e  hard ly  to

r ide.  He'd camp there at  Boqui l las on th is  s ide of  the r iver

and just .  wenL over  that  l i t t le  pass down to that  shut . -

i n .  .  .Boqu i l l as  Canyon .

So there were ten or  e leven on that  d is tance? About  seventv

m i  1es  ?

On that .  d isLance f rom Casto lon f 'd  say t .hat .  i t  would,  maybe,

be  t h i r t y  m i l es .

M :
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M : Th i r ty  mi l -es  tha t  you  wou ld  pa t ro l?

Us ten were on i t , .  And then they came over the mountain from

Boqu i l las ,  they  had two more ,  and then in  each canyon down

t h e r e ,  t h e r e ' d  b e  t w o .  A t .  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  M a r a v i l l a s  t h e r e ' d

be two tha t  jus t  went  on  down the  r i ver  l i ke  tha t .

So there  were  a  l -o t  o f  you  employed by  tha t  p ro jec t?

There were a lot  of  us employed.

You worked for  the pro ject  for  two years.

bet ter  job or  d id  the pro ject .  end?

Did you f ind a

WeII ,  a l l  the k ids had to  go to  school  and I  had to  move away

from the Park,  so I  le f t .  r iver  r id ing because I  would have had

to have run two camps and pay house rent. I  didn, t own a

house up here then,  so I  got .  a  job f rom Gage.

Do you know when the Quarant ine Pro ject  ended? How long d id

they have r iver  r iders in  the Park?

WeI I ,  I  t h ink  they  s t i l 1  have  them. . . some o f  t he  b ig  bosses

and some of  the r iver  r id ing bosses.  I  had a r iver  r ider  boss

that  was just  a  r iver  r ider  when I  went  to  work.  He got

promoted to  boss and then he had a brother  who was a boss.

They ' re both dead.  There was another  boy I  knew that  was

promoted to  boss and he l - ives in  E1 Paso now. He st i l - I  has

someth ing  to  do  w i th  i t ,  bu t  I  t h ink  i t ' s  i n  an  au tomob i l e .

I  t h ink  mos t  o f  i t  now i s  i n  au tomob i l es .

So there are s t i1 l ,  to  your  knowledge,  r iver  r iders in  modern

t  imes ?

Yeah. They tr ied to put them cut i t  down just to the
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bosses-  in to customs,  so they watch for  horses that  cross the

r iver  and stuf f  l ike that .  They don ' t  have t .o  throw anyth ing

back across or  k i I I  noth ing but ,  I ike,  some of  the ranchers

along the border smuggle Mexican horses across t.he r j-ver.

We1l ,  t .hey  ca tch  them,  k ind  o f  l i ke  cus toms.

Was smuggl ing a problem at t .he t ime you rode the r iver? D i d

people smuggle?

Wel l ,  yeah.  f t  went  on then but ,  o f  course,  a . t  the t . ime I

cou ld  ca tch  a  fe l l ow  l i ke  tha t ,  bu t  i t  d idn ' t  mean  any th ing .

What. would they be smuggling?

Wel l - ,  the only  th ing they 'd smuggle when I  was t .here would be

mea t  and  s tu f f .  They 'd  bu tche r  i t  and  se1 I  i t .  They ,d  have

customs,  of  course.  There were a few custom of f icers there

that  were real ly  in  customs.  They 'd wat .ch for  smuggled horses

or  anyth ing l ike that ,  but  f 'd  throw f i f teen or  twenty head of

horses across back in to Mexico every day.  I 'd  have to  make a

repor t  on i t ,  but  i t  d idn ' t  amount  to  anyth ing.  But  they made

you make a repor t .  Every week you turned in  your  repor t :  how

many rides you made, how many cows you kiIIed, how many horses

you threw across.  A lo t  o f  that  k ind of  s tuf f  was foo l ish

because  the re  wasn ' t  a  l aw  aga ins t  i t .  A  Mex ican ' s  ho rse  tha t

l ived r ight  on the border  would come across.  They 'd done i t

a l l  the i r  l ives.  Some of  the b ig shots would t ry  to  make a

b ig  to -do  abou t  i t ,  bu t  I  neve r  wou ld .  I  t o ld  h im ,  r r l t ' s  none

of  your  bus iness and none of  mine.  I  don ' t  know why f  woul -d

want to jump on some poor ol-d Mexican because his horse come
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across the r iver  "  r l

Did the Park Service help you in doing your job?

l f  the cows came across I 'd  have to  do someth ing about  i t .

What  about  the Park Serv ice? Did they work wi th  you?

No.  They watched a l l  the t ime-  you coufdn ' t .  even bui ld  a

f i re-  the Park Serv ice.  (chuck les)  A lo t  o f  cane th ickets  up

and  down  tha t  r i ve r .  Tha t  cane . . .we  had  to  r i de  the  r i ve r  as

c lose to  i t  as we could get .  There were p laces on my r ide

tha t  me  and  my  pa r tne r . . .  I  had  a  b ig  fo ld ing  kn i fe .  The

th ing c losed up and i t  was about  that  long ( ind icates

dimensions)  when you opened i t .

About a foot long?

We'd cut  that  cane wi th  i t  and we'd have to  make a t ra i l

t .hrough that. cane. It  woul-d come up over your horse. You

were on horseback.  You'd r ide in  t .here and there would iust

be  a  l ane  t . h rough  the re . . . cu t  cane ,  cuL  cane ,  cu t  cane .  And

we 'd  f i nd  a  pa tch  o f  d ry  cane . . . i t  wou ld  bu rn  when  we  se t  i t

on f i re .  The Park f ina l ly  got  so bad and ra ised so much

trouble that  I  had to  qui t .

Maggie was running that  s tore.  Rat t lesnakes by the

j i l l ion were l iv ing in  that  cane,  you know. She had people

that stayed in that cabin. Right around the point from that

cabin under  the b luf f  t .here was a cane th icket  and people

would go up through there f ish ing.  I f  they could f ind a hol -e

to see the water  they 'd f ish.  They were a lways k i l l ing a

rat t lesnake.  One morning I  s tar ted out  and Maggie s topped me-

M :

L :



M :

L :

f  was on horseback-  and sa id,  "Wi l l  you do me a favor?"  I

sa id ,  "We l l - ,  i f  I  can . "  She  sa id ,  "When  you  go  a round  the

point  there I 'm going to  g ive you some matches."  You see,  I

chewed tobacco.  I  never  d id  pack a match because t .hose

Rangers were always jumping on me. Somebody woul-d start a

f i r e  and  they 'd  th ink  tha t  i t  was  1 i t  by  me ,  so  I  wou ldn , t

pack  a  ma tch .  I ' d  say ,  "We l I ,  I  chew tobacco .  I  don ,L  pack

no dang match. ' r  She t .o Id me,  "Throw a match of f  o f  that  b l -u f f

in to that  cane ever  so far . r r  So I  d id .  I  went  around,  s t . ruck

those matches,  and threw them of f  o f  that  b lu f f .  I  went  up on

the river and, boy! I got way up there and I }ooked back and

i t  looked l ike the wor ld  was burn ing down t .here.  You couldn ' t

go nowhere,  ra ther  than get  in to that  b1uf f .

A11 the Park Rangers and everybody was t.here. Maggie

said that  one of  them- of  course,  one of  them fe l lows l ived in

A lp ine .  I  knew h im.  He  sa id ,  "Tha t ' s  o1d  Guy  se t t . i ng  those

f i r es .  "  Magg ie  sa id ,  " I '  11  be t  you  f i ve  do l l a r s  i t ,  a i n ' t .  He

Ie f t  ea r l y  t h i s  morn ing  by  ho rseback  and  he  a in ' t  come in  ye t .

He don' t  even pack a match. ' r  I  came in  and they sure had

f igured i t  be ing me.  (chuckles)  Maggie was hold ing up for

me.  I  wish you could have met  her .  She was a real  cut ter ,

that  o ld  woman was.

What brought her to this country? How did she get the store

from the Langford family?

How did she get  i t .?  WeI I ,  she came f rom Uvalde,  [Texas]  .  She

f  i rs t .  s t .ar ted in  Uval -de.  Her  f  i rs t  husband d ied in  El  Paso
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and she married a fel low by the name of Smith and moved back

to Uvalde. Then she moved out here and they had a 1itt1e

store down there on the s ide of  the road in  the Park.  Ms.

Danie l  carr ied the mai l  and everyth ing in  Boqui l las and they

had the Danie l  Farm. They hadn' t  so ld i t  to  t .he Park.  She

sold the farm and le f t  and Maggie got  the mai l - -carry ing job

and a lso got  the concessionai re at  Hot  Spr ings.

So she didn't own the propert.y? She just. rented it  from t.he

Park?

No,  she d idn ' t  own.  WeI I ,  as long as Ross Maxwel l  was there,

i t  was  a l r i gh t .  She  so ld  wax ,  t oo .  They 'd  b r i ng  i t  t o  he r

across the r iver .  Then the r iver  r ider ,  i ly  boss,  he boarded

room there wi th  her  and stayed there.  I  don ' t  know how long

he  l i ved  the re . . . boa rded  and  had  a  room the re  i n  Ho t  Sp r inqs .

' I - h a n  J r a  n a i -  l - l - t 5 1 -  l a ^ - -  ; ^ 1 .: r - -  e r rqu  vvDD Jvp  and  he  wen t  t o  t u rn  he r  i n  ; " t

buying wax out  o f  Mexico.  He'd get  up there and h ide and t ry

to catch her  smuggl ing someth ing.  That  o ld  woman wasn' t

smugg l i ng  no th ing .  And  you  cou ldn ' t ,  o f  cou rse .  She 'd  been

r ight .  there in  t .he sLore.

She had her way wit.h them Mexicans. Now those Mexicans

wouLd do anything for her and she'd do nearly anyt.hing for

them.  She 'd  go  ac ross  the re  and  doc to r  t hem,  go  to  the i r

dances and marry  them, and everyth ing e lse over  there.

Wha t  was  she?  A  j us t i ce  o f  t he  peace?

She acted a l r ight  in  Mexico.  L ike an o ld boy I  was ra ised

with, '  he was drunk there in Boquil las and there were two who
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were  go ing  to  ge t  mar r ied .  He sa id  he  cou ld  mar ry  them.  He

got somebody who got a Sears and Roebuck cat.alog. He marr ied

t h e m  M e x i c a n s .  ( c h u c k l e s )

f  guess  tha t ' s  because there  were  no  pr ies ts  in  Boqu i l - Ias .

They never knew the di f ference. They went off  as happy they

cou ld  be .  That  o Id  boy  mar r ied  them.

What was the feel ing of people that.  had sol-d their  ranches to

the  Park  Serv ice? Were  they  happy or  sa t . i s f ied?

Most  o f  them,  yeah.  There  were  a  few tha t .  weren ' t ,  bu t  I

th ink  they  f ina I ly ,  a l l  o f  them,  agreed.  There  was one or  two

that had a pretty good bunch of Iand, but most of the ranchers

in  the  Park  d idn ' t  own but  a  sec t ion  or  two.  And they  jus t
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used  a l l  o f  i t .

d i f f e rence .

I t  rea l ly  d idn ' t  make that  much of  a

M :

L :

So most  of  the land they ran the i r  l ivestock on was whaL,

school  land or  s tate land?

Yeah,  s tate land.  You t .ake the Burnam Ranch.  f  th ink the

Burnams'  owned about  three sect ions.  They had a b ig f ine

home. They never  d id  have too many cat t le .  Mrs.  Burnam

taught  school .  She taught  school  unt i l  she d ied up here.

They 'd take in  hunters and they 'd hunt  there in  t .he park and

charge t .he hunter .  Rea11y,  i f  the hunter  would object  to  i t

he wouldn ' t  have to  have paid them at  a l l  because they,d have

to survey the i r  three sect ions of f  to  f ind where i t  was

cornered.

One fe l l -ow had a  l i t t le  p lace  ca l1ed the  Grapev ine  Ranch.
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He never  had cat t1e.  He had a bunch of  o Id mares,  wi ld  mares.

They 'd run a l l  over  the Park.  Where we were l iv ing,  on the

Pope Ranch this side of the Persimmon Gap, a lot of those

mares would come st ra ight  up here and get  on us.  He d idn, t

have Iand,  never  d id .  I t  was a l l  inbred,  but  that  was the way

they a l l  ranched.  A lo t  o f  them wouldn ' t  have a sect . i_on.  A

lot  o f  them wou1d just  have,  maybe,  so much 1and.  They,d have

a house bui l t  on i t  and they 'd l ive there.  Of  course,  nobody

said anything because t.heir neighbors l ived over two or t.hree

mi les  away .  Tha t ' s  a l l  we  had  and  tha t , s  t he  way  i t .  wo rked .

The Park Service says that when it  took over the area t.he

ranchers had overgrazed the land and, in some cases, i t  st i l l

hasn ' t  r ecove red .

Rea1ly, nobody ever complained down there unl-ess i t  would be

a  wa te r i ng . . .  Now,  some o f  t hose  p laces  tha t  d idn , t  have

we l - l s ,  t hey 'd  have  some mu les  and  bu i l d  a  d i r t  t ank .  We l l ,  i f

you  l i ved  the re  a  m i le  o r  eo ,  you 'd  tu rn  a  bunch  o f  ca t t l e

loose on your  l i t t le  p lace and they a l - I  would come over  here

and went  to  dr ink ing that  water .  WelL,  t .hat '  s  what  woul -d

usua l l y  s t i r  up  s t . i nk .

Did ranchers overgraze Big Bend. . .as an exper ienced l ivest .ock

man?

No.  B ig  Bend  now. . . i f  t he re ' s  any th ing  to  ove rg raze  i n  tha t

Big Bend would be river cane up and down t.hat r iver. you

can' t  even see the r iver  now.  When I  rode the r iver  there

were a few p laces where you couldn ' t  see the r iver .  f  b lame

T . .

M :

L :
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the Park for  that .  I  sure do.  I  th ink the Park ought  to  do

someth ing about  that  r iver  cane because there 's  a wor ld  of

people that  go and v is i t  that  Park that .  want  to  see the r iver .

The re ' s  p laces  where  you  can ' t  even  wa lk  to  i t  on  accoun t  o f

that  r iver  cane.  Hot  Spr ings is  near ly  that  bad.  You can ' t

hardly. .  .  Like where the spring used t.o be and where the

cabj-ns are you can get t.here pretty good. Then on below there

where there used to be another spring down there below Hot.

Springs it  would just boil  up out of t .he ground. 'Just a big

sand hole. When I was a kid we used to go down t.here and

camp.  An  o l -d  fe l - I ow  and  h i s  boy . . . t hey  l i ved  up  he re  and  I

used to  go to  school  wi th  h is  boy.  When school  was out  the

o1d man took h is  baths and he 'd take us down there and stay

twenty-one days.  We'd roam up and down the r iver .  We were

just  k ids.  We'd roam up and down the r iver .  That .  b ig  o1d

hole was about  th is  deep.  ( ind ica les d imensions)

M :
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Waist  deep?

Yeah .  We 'd  j ump  i n

wa te r .  Tha t ' s  t he

get  a waLer  bag and

sure good water .

So because of  your

knew the area real

r ider?

M :

i t . . . t he  wa te r  bo i l i ng .  Tha t ' s  wonde r fu l

best  dr ink ing waLer  in  the wor ld .  f f  you

hang  i t  up  a t  n igh t ,  l e l  i t  ge t .  coo l ,  i t ' s

experience as a young man down there you

wel l  when you went to work as a r iver

L:  Yeah.  They had a wel l  a t  Hot  Spr ings and I 'd  pack water  f rom

the  sp r ings  to  d r i nk .  I n  t he  To rn i l l o  C reek  run  we 'd  wash .
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I ' d  pack  i t  ou t  o f  t ha t  c reek ,  bu t  we 'd  d r l nk  ou t  o f  t ha t .

I 'd pack it  from Hot Spritrgs, but kids would go down there and

they 'd sp i t  in  that  wel l  and everyth ing.  I  just  coul -dn ' t

dr ink i t .  I t  wasn '  t  very sanl - tary  wi th  them k ids a l l  up

there;  p lay ing,  looging,  sp i t t ing in  i t .  But  that  hot .  water

down there where it  woul-d come out. .  .  that spring is something

e l - se .  I ' ve  been  go ing  the re  eve r  s ince  I  was  a  l - i t t . l - e  k id .

Af ter  school  would turn out  we'd go down there.

Whi Ie we were I iv ing there t .here was a couple that

brought  the i r  wi fe 's  mother  down there and camped.  They had

to pack her to the springs in a sore-bottom chair. Those two

men would get that o1d woman in that chair and then pick up

that  chai r  and pack her .  They 'd camp r ight  in  f ront  o f  the

store down t.here. In about a week those two women would walk

that  o l -d  woman down there.  That 's  how sweat inq out  that  s t .u f f

would have.

When I went to El Paso t.o sign up I caught the train

here. The passenger train came through here at about. two

o'c lock in  the morning.  I  got  on i t  and I  bought  a round- t r ip

t icket .  I  was going to  come back the next  morn ing.  I t  d idn ' t

have heat .  The heat  had messed up on i t  and there 'd  come a

snow. And I ,  l - ike everybody on there,  f roze t .o  death.  I  got

the awfu l - lest  co1d.  Of  course,  a f ter  f  s igned up I  came back

here and move right on down the river. And boy! I was nearly

dead for  about  a week unt i l  I  moved to Hot  Spr ings.  f  to ld

Maggie,  " I ' f l I  gonna crawl  in to that  hot  water  ton ight  a f ter
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everybody goes to bed. " Because there was people, you know,

tak ing baths,  you couldn ' t  hard ly  get  t ime to bathe in  the

daytime. You had to have an hour. You know, I got r id of

that  co ld in  no t ime.  f  s tayed there two years and never  d id

have a co l -d.  That 's  the best  water  in  the wor ld .  The Park

to re  the i r  house  down .  I t ' s  j us t  a  p Iace ,  I  guess ,  you  m igh t

wash your feet in i t  now.

End of Tape One

Side B

Beginning of Tape Ttro

S ide  A

Particul-arly during the summer when it  was so hot, did you

have to carry a l-ot of water on horseback?

I  had a quar t  canteen that .  I  put  on my saddle.  I '  d  leave the

house  w i th  i t .  I ' d  f i l l  i t  f u l l  o f  coo l  wa te r  ou t  o f  a  wa te r

bag.  Then in  hot  summerLime,  two or  three mi les up the r iver ,

there was another hot spring that blew out of the ground and

run  i n to  t he  r i ve r .  I ' d  have  t o  s top  t he re .  f ' d  d r i nk  a l l

that  quar t  canteen of  water  and I 'd  re f i l l  i t .  I t  was one of

them l i t t . l e  a rmy  can teens .  f ' d  f i t l  i t  and  we t  i t  good  and

t ie  i t  onto my saddle.  By the t ime i t  dr ied up i t  would be

pret t .y  cool - .  I '  d  usual l -y  make the r ide and come back to  that
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spr ing.  Then I 'd  make i t  f rom there back Lo the house.

I  had the Winchester  on my saddle and you,d ga1l  the

horse . . . you r  sadd le  wou ld  w i th  a l l  t ha t  t oad  on  h im .  r  ha ted

to pack a b ig load on my horse because i t  would sweat  wl th

that  weight  on h im and i t  would ga1l  h im.

You said you a lso carr ied a handgun a l l  t .he t ime?

A11  the  t ime .

What type of handgun did you carry?

I  had  a  . 38 - . 44  p i s t o l  and  a  . 30 - . 30  W inches te r .

A Smith and Wesson p is to l?

Yeah.  Smi th and Wesson.

rf you were riding everyday for nine months or so for those

two years how did your family cel-ebrate Christmas and

Thanksgiving? Did you stay in Hot Springs during the

hol idays?

There  was  no  ho l i day .  I '  d  r i de  eve ry  day .  I , d  r i de  the  r i ve r

and I  had to  pack t .hat  p is to l  because one day I  d idn,  t  take my

winchester and r came back in that. evening' and there was a

bigshot f rom EI Paso there. He saw t.hat I didn, t have my

Winchester and, boy, he wrang me out ! He said that whatever

f ' d  done  to  no t  go  w j - thou t  t ha t  W inches te r . . .  O f  cou rse ,  I

cou ld  k i l l  a  cow w i th  tha t  . 38  p i s to l .  Tha t  was  a l l  I  was

worr ied about .  r  courd shoot  that  p is tor  bet ter  than he

thought  f  could I  imagined.

What  d id  tv t rs .  Smi th se] l  in  her  s tore? I f  you sent  to  town

for  grocer ies once a month d id she have any grocer ies?

M :
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L : I f  you ran out of beans you could buy beans, but she just kept

f l ou r . . . ] i ke  t ha t .  She 'd  j us t  keep  t he  sma l l es t  l i t t l e  bags

she could buy because them Mexicans would just  usual ly  buy a l l

o f  her  f lour .  L ike,  they would buy noth ing but  a  t .went .y- four

pound sack.  And i f  they ran out  o f  t .hat  they 'd usual ly  just

buy a ten-pound bag or  a f ive-pound b"g,  someth ing l ike that .

Mostly they bought whole corn and ground it  up to make their

t o r t i l l as .  They  d idn 'L  use  much  f I ou r ,  bu t  I , d  o rde r  my  f l - ou r

f rom town and then when I 'd  get  the load I ,d  order  some more,

bu t  i f  I  r an  ou t .  I ' d  buy  a  1 i t t 1e  b "g ,  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .

You could buy canned tomatoes, canned lunch meat, and stuff

l i ke  t ha t .

Did you pack a lunch with you when you rode the river?

No .  I  neve r  d i d .  See ,  T ' d  come  i n  and  l eave  a t  6 :00  a .m .  and

r ide  un t i l -  1 -  :  00  p .  m .  We l l  ,  i f  I  was  back  by  i -  :  0O p .  m .  I ' d

i r r q f I f  I  go t  i n  a t  2 :00  p .m .  I ' d  ea t  a t  2 :OO p .m .

Did you ever have an experience of gett ing caught. in bad

weather? Did you ever have to stay out overnight?

No, I never did have to stay out at night, but I had some bad

wea the r . . . r a ins .  A  l -o t  o f  p laces  on  tha t  r i ve r  where  the

river comes up you've got to go way around where it  backs into

t .hem d raws  o r  where  i t  r uns  i n to . . .  We ,d  c ross  r i gh t  c lose

to  the  r i ve r ,  bu t  when  i t  backs  up  i t , s  j us t  o ld  l oose  mud .

You'd bog a horse down in  there.  I '  d  have t .o  go around that .

Then it  snowed a t ime or two. That was quite a surprise down

on  tha t  r i ve r . . .wak ing  up  and  i t  wou ld  be  snow ing .  I  had  to

M :



M .

L :

make my r ide and i t  was real ly  co ld.

ca tch  me  ou t  l i ke  tha t .

I 've had some b iq ra ins

What  about  wi ld l - i fe  a long the r iver? Was there a lo t .  o f .  .  .

Very few,  very few deer .  I  bet  you on t .hat  th i r teen mi les

that  f  rode t .he r iver ,  I  imagine in  the two years there,  I ,d

say three deer  is  a l - I  I 've jumped coming to  that  r iver  for

water  f rom the Chisos Mounta ins there.  The fe l lows up above

me on that  r ide,  they 'd seen a panther  or  two,  but  I  never  d id

see that .  Cows and stuf f  l - ike t .hat .  I  wouId.  A lo t  o f  them

Mexicans eat  them deer .  That  was one th ing because there

wasn' t  a  Iaw.  Then them Mexicans were coming across and

ki l l ing a deer .  Them Mexicans would eat  the deer .  They,d

done i t .  a l l  the i r  l ives,  1rou know. Then there was qui te  a few

deer  way back up towards t .he Chisos Mounta ins,  but  they,d

never would come down towards t.he r iver because there was

water  up there in  the Chisos,  spr ings,  and stuf f  l ike that .

You said ear ly  that  you came to th is  area in  191-6?

[19 ]  L6 ,  yeah .

Do you recal - l -  much as a ch i ld  about  the Mexican Revolut ion?

Very I i t t le. A11 f remember much about i t  is that down at the

ranch we had then t.he Texas Rangers r iding horseback al l- the

t. ime. When they came from the river into town they had a pack

mul-e.  They 'd pack a l -oad of  grocer ies to  go back on pack

mules.  They 'd s tay a l l  n ight  wi th  us.  I  remember that .

At the Pope Ranch?

At  the  Pope  Ranch ,  yeah .  They 'd  s tay  a l l  n igh t  w i th  us
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because r  remember as a k id  look ing at  them pret . ty  p is to ls

they had.  They had some of  the pret t iest  guns i ld  ever  seen.

Them o1d s ing le-act ion co l ts .  That  a lways made me th ink that

a Ranger  was the most  famous l -aw then.  And they were.  Most .

o f  them Rangers couldn ' t  shoot  through that  door .  That  was

the funny th ing.  As I  k id ,  I  thought ,  "Oh boy!  f ,d  hate that

t h i ng . . . t o  have  t o  be  t ha t  gun . "  We I I ,  i n  l a t e r  yea rs ,  we  had

an o ld Ranger  here.  He was a deputy sher i f f .  And r  actual ly

doubt i f  he could shoot through that door with that danged

p i s to l .

What  was h is  name,  Mr.  Lee?

Young .  Ea r l  Young .  I  knew h im.  He 'd  s tay  a l l  n igh t  w i th  us

at  the ranch.  His  fami ly  l ived here in  town.  One of  them I

knew was . fohn Hol l is .  He l ived here.  He was a Ranger  and he

had another  fancy reel ,  another  fancy p is to l .  Bob Sumral ] ,  he

was a Ranger .  He had a real  fancy p is to l .  They had the

smar tes t  ho rses  I ' d  eve r  seen .  He ,d  tu rn  them loose  ou t  a t

the ranch at  a  t rap and he 'd walk  out  in  the morning.  I f  they

could hear  h im hol ler  that  mule and horse would come to h im.

They 'd come in  r ight  t .o  that  Ranger .  That ,s  someth ing e lse I

thought  was real  someth ing.  weI I ,  r  was just  an o l -d  k id  and

I  rea l1y 1oved horses and t .h ings.

What  was the Ranger ,  s  name that  could ca l l  h is  horse?

Bob sumral I .  .  .  that  had the horse.  Then la ter  years there was

a bunch of them that f never did know, but a Iot of them o1d

f i rs t . -go Rangers,  back when r  was a k id-  they were aI r -  on
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horseback.  rn  rater  years,  o f  course,  they,ve got  Model -T

Fords "

These Texas Rangers, you talk about

guns. l low did they dress? What did

remember as a kid?

t .he i r  horses and the i r

they look l ike that you

Dress? wel I ,  they usuarry  had on the i r  boots,  pant  legs down

thei r  boot .  tops,  a  b ig  wide gun-beI t ,  a  p is to l  hanging on,  and

they  a rways ,  o f  cou rse ,  had  the i r  o rd  .30  a rmy  leve r -ac t i on .

Tha t . ' s  t he  k ind  o f  r i f r es  they  packed .  Tha t ' s  a  rea r -  heavy

gun. And if  you had to pack one on horseback everyday,

wer l  . . .  .  r '  m  sa t . i s f i ed  tha t  t hose  Rangers  d idn ' t .  cove r  t he i r

ground that they said they'd cover by horseback up and down

that  r iver .  I  th ink that  they,  o f  course,  had them pack mules

they kept  in  camp r ight  wi th  them. Of  course,  they,d have

places they 'd watch and they,d back away f rom the r iver  and

hide and do most  of  that .  Them ol -d .30 army r i f les are real

heavy .  They ' re  sho r t .  They ' re  made  to  pack  ho rseback  i n  a

scabbard ,  buL  go l I y ,  t haL  o1d  gun  i s  heavy .  An  o ld  .30 -30  i s

heavy enough if  you had to pack it  everyday on horseback, but

tha t  . 30  a rmy ,  I  guess ,  we ighs  tw ice  as  much  as  a  .30  does ,

bu t  t hey ' r e  tw i ce  as  power fu l  as  a  . 30 - . 30  i s .

were you o]d enough in  t -915 to  recal l  the Gren spr ings ra id?

No .  You  see ,  I  was  bo rn  i n  l l 9 l a4 .

Do you remember the raid at Glen Springs?

No,  T don ' t .  We were l iv ing there at ,  the pope at  the t ime

the  ra id  a t  G len  Spr ings . . . r i gh t  a f te r  t ha t .  I  r emember
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dad t,arking about i t .  And then at night they watched it  a1l

around the ranch house because old pancho vi l la- they never

d id know- ra ided Glen spr ings.  That 's  in  the park now.  And

tha t ' s  where  the  Ranger  s ta t i on  wound  up  be ing . . . a t  G len

spr ings.  That 's  someth ing e lse the park tore down a l I  o f

that .  And i t  should 've been le f t  there because of  the h is tory

there.  o ld  Pancho v iL la  ra ided Hot  spr ings.  r  assume h is  men

d id .

M :

L :

Glen  Spr ings ,  r i gh t .

Gl -en Spr ings,  f  mean.  They

old Pancho Vi l la  was most ly

al l  up and down the river.

Mr .  Lee ,  we  ta l ked  fo r  qu i te

w o t t ' d  I i k c  f n  m o n l - i n n  t nJ v u  u  l I L s  L U  r  - " Y

conclude here?

ra ided iL ,  some of  h is  men,  but

a t  P res id io .  O f  cou rse ,  he  was

a whi l -e .  Is  there anyth ing e lse

o the r  reco l l ec t i on ,  be fo re  we

M :

L : No, I 've to ld  you about  a l l  I  can remember,  just  growing up on

tha t  o1d  Pope  Ranch  i n  Marav i l l as .  o f  cou rse ,  Es te1 le , s  down

there.  she 's  a lways making tark  somewhere.  Have you met  her?

Yes ,  I  have .

We l l ,  she ' s  a lways  mak ing  ta l k .  I  was  i nv i t ed  to  one .  She

wanted me to come down and tel l  about my l i fe on the pope

Ranch .  we1 l ,  r  d idn ' t .  ca re  abou t  t ha t .  because  the re  wasn , t

noth ing to  that  as far  as r  was concerned.  r  was just  ra ised

up there working the cat.t le and everything on the ranch and

them goats.  we had a couple of  f l -ocks of  goats,  goat  herds,

and  s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .

M :

L :
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M :

L :

were you ever approached by Ross Maxwel-r to join the park

serv ice? Did he ever  of fer  you a job wi th  the park serv ice?

Yeah, he offered me one when r was gett ing ready to leave

r iver  r id ing.  He of fered me a job and r  turned i t  down.  r

wish now r  had taken i t  because r  could have got ten.  .  .  r

a l ready got  the best  job he could 've g iven me down there in

the Park when f  le f t  there.

What kind of job would that have been?

wel l - ,  Er t  that  t ime,  r  cou]d run two or  three d i f ferent  k inds

of machinery, which that wourd have been f ine by me down

there.  I 've been ret i red and forgoL about  the park now.  I

wou ldn ' t  do  i t .  I  d idn ' t .  .  .  f  wan ted  to  come back  to  ranch

l i f e .

Did you think that the Park Service was not your type of work?

No ,  I  d idn ' t .  I  r ea l l y  d idn ' t .  I  t hough t .  i t  wasn , t  my  t ype

of  work because they rest . r ic ted.  They wouldn, t  even le t

somebody burn down a l i t t Ie  bush.  They wouldn, t  1et  you do

th i s .  They  wou ldn ' t  l e t  you  do  tha t .  O f  cou rse ,  Ross ,  a t  t . he

t ime he of fered me a job that  Park wasn, t .  worry ing me much.

Right  a f ter  he le f t  those Rangers real Iy  got  s l ick  on there

and  th ings  l i ke  t . ha t .  Me  be ing  an  o ld  coun t r y  boy . . . f  , ve  been

down t.here aII of my I i fe doing things I,m big enough to do on

that  r iver ,  you know. We went  to  the r iver  to  f ish,  my wi fe

and another couple. we camped there at Hot springs at them

cab ins .  WeI I ,  wo 'd  c leaned  ou t  one ,  pu t  ou t  camp in  i t ,  bu t .

we were sleeping on t.he porch. They tore i t  al l  down now.

M :

L :

M :

L :
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M :

L :

That o1d boy and me been down t.he rlver f ishing that night and

we came in way late and the women-forks have done gone to bed.

And we were sitt ing ouL there drinking a beer by moonlight.

and we heard a car coming down. You know, we had that one-way

dr ive coming in  there.  we were s i t t ing there dr ink ing th is

beer  and th is  car  came down there wi thout  any l ights .  He

pulled down there and whipped in front. of that. cabin and

turned h is  l ights  on.  He got  out .  He was a reaI Iy  smart

I i t . t le  Ranger ,  you know. He said,  r tyou people know you,re not

supposed  to  camp he re?"  I  sa id ,  'No  s i r .  We  d idn , t  know i t .

There aren ' t  s igns here say ing that  you ' re not  supposed to. , l

There wasn' t  noth ing there then.  The road wasn' t  even b locked

o f f  .  We I I ,  i t ' s  b ]ocked  o f f  now.  Then  you  cou ld  d r i ve  r i gh t

down in  f ront  o f  the cabin.  He kept  on being r ight  smart  and

he  sa id ,  I 'We I I ,  i t ' s  aga ins t  t he  l aw  to  camp he re . ' r  T  sa id ,

"We11 ,  t ha t ' s  t oo  bad .  I 'm  no t  go ing  t o  move  t on igh t .  I , l I

te l l  you someth ing e lse;  where I  come f rom there,s  a law

against. people driving around over the country with no l ights

on.  I  don ' t  be l ieve you ' re supposed to dr ive down through

th is  canyon wi th  your  l ight .s  of f .  "  That  o ld  boy got  in  h is

ca r  and  l e f t .  I  neve r  d id  see  h im  a f te r  t ha t .  Tha t , s  t he

k ind of  Rangers they had then.  No te l l ing where the l i t t le

o ld  fe l l ow  came f rom.

rn your  opin ion,  Mr.  Lee,  has the park been good for  the Big

Bend area,  for  Marathon and Alp ine?

werr ,  r  th ink i t  has now.  Now i t  has.  Back when i t  f i rs t
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M :

started r would say no. A1r the ranchers came here and bought

their groceries up here and they were al l  paying t,axes on what

l i t t le  they had.  They spent  the i r  money up here.  when the

Park bought  a l l  that  they moved out .  They just  s topped that .

r  mean,  i t  just  qu i t  a l r  o f  a  sudden.  There were no tour is ts ,

e i ther"  r t 's  just  been in  recent  years that  the tour is t  t rade

has real1y bui l t  up that  park in  Marathon.  Now, the tour is t

t rade has real Iy  bu i l t  up Marathon s ince these fer lows bought

th is  hote l  here.  He predic ted that .  The fe l lows that  bought

that hotel went in there and r swore that he wourd never make

i t  because  he  bough t  t he  ho te l  cheap  enough . . . t he  o l -d

bui ld ing.  But  lord,  he spent  a for tune f ix ing i t  up.  I  just

couldn ' t  see where he 'd ever  get  h is  money back.  He predic ted

that  the people here wouldn 'L know Marathon in  ten years.  f ,m

about  dec ided that . . . the way he keeps bui ld ing and everyth ing.

He's  rea l ly  he lped Marathon.

i lm to ld  that  Marathon at  one t ime was qui te  a booming r i t t re

town  back  i n  t he  [ f  g ]SOs  o r  ea r l _ i e r .

At  one t ime t .here were lo ts  of  more people here.  we used to

have horse races right up and down in front of the ord brick

bui ld ing on th is  s ide of  the t racks.

On the south s ide?

There used to be horse races there.

town on horseback and they,d match

t .hat  s t reet  and th ings l ike that .

see a man on horseback anymore. you

O1d cowboys would come to

a race right up and down

Of course, now you never

hron't even f ind a man ouL

L :

M :

L :
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M :

l rere on a ranch on horseback anymore.

Mr.  Lee,  r 've taken enough of  your  t ime and r ,m going to

conclude our  in terv iew.

We1 I ,  f  hope  you  can  use  wha t  l , ve  to ld  you .  ( chuck les )

We apprec j -ate i t  very much.  Thank you.

End of Interview

L :

M :
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