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BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK ORAL HISTORY

PASO

PROJECT, 1994

IIITERVIEWEE/ADDRESS: Tom Leary, 701 East SuI Ross (formerly
Avenue  D) ,  A lp ine ,  TX . ,  79830 .  Phone :  9L5 -837-7284 .

INTERVIEW John R. Moore

DATE:  Feb .  26 ,  L994

LENGTH OF IIITERVIEW/LANGUAGE: l- hour, L5 minutes/English

SUUUARY: Leary has been a resident of the Alpine-Marathon area
since born there in 1925. His grandfather, Lucius Buttr i l1,
homesteaded in the Rosil los Mountains in what is now Big Bend
National Park in l-883. Leary and a son currently operate a ranch
15 miles south of Marathon on Highway 385. Learyrs mother and
grandmother donated land to the Big Bend National Park project.

Lucius Buttr i l l  detrained at Marathon siding in l-883 with
his i1l father, a brother and a small herd of catt le. He drove
his herd south to the Rosil los, where he ranched and raised a
fanily. He sold his property and moved nearer Marathon soon after
the G1enn Springs raid in 1916 because of the danger to his
farni ly created by border confl ict during the Mexican Revolution.

Leary recalls the arrival of Civi l ian Conservation Corps
workers in  the 1930s.  He d iscusses condi t ions of  t ravel ,  soc ia l
l i fe and early tourists to the Big Bend park area. He was
acquainted with Ross Maxwell.  He recalls l i fe at Marathon and the
arrival of electr icity and telephones to the area, and he
discusses his perspectives on rancher-park service relations,
l ivestock and wildl i fe issues and water use/availabi l i ty in the
park area. He also offers insight to l i fe at Study Butte and
Terl ingua and cross-border relations with Mexican cit izens.

At the t ine of the interview, Learyrs 94-year-old nother was
sti l l  l iving, though hospital ized in A1pine. Her health prevents
her from being interviewed. Leary has some memorabil ia from his
grandfatherrs  t ime in  the Rosi l los,  inc lud ing one r i f le  that  was
part of a case of Winchesters his grandfather purchased and
distr ibuted to ranch hands at the t ime of the Glenn Springs raid.
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Big Bend National Park
Oral  His tory  Pro jecL

Tom Leary
By ,John R. Moore

Februa ry  25 ,  : - . 994

This  is  an in terv iew wi th  Tom Leary.  The in terv iew,  by . fohn

Moore,  is  par t  o f  the Big Bend ora l  His tory  Pro ject .  We are

located at  h is  home at  701 Avenue D,  now Sul  Ross Street ,  in

A lp ine ,  Texas .

Mr. Leary, would you tel1 me greneral information about

your background, when you were born, and te1l me about your

fami ly 's  background in  the Big Bend area?

Alr ight .  f  was born at  the fami ly  ranch south of  Marathon in

September of  L925.  This  was the ranch that  be longed to my

grandparents Margaret  and Lucius But t r iL l .  They purchased

that  ranch approx imate ly  l -916.

R r r 1 -  ' | -  r l  l  l  t h a f  ' q  q n F  l  l F r {  R - U - T - R - I - L - L ?u s u  e !  f ! +  /

No,  i t ' s  doub le  t .  .  .B -U -doub le -T -R - I - L -L .  Tha t  r anch  i s  s t i l - 1

in  the fami Iy .  Grandfather  But t r i l l  d ied in  1933 and

Grandmother  But t r j - l l  d ied in  1955.  She operated the ranch

sole1y hersel f  f rom the t . ime he d ied to  the t ime she d ied.  At

which t ime I moved back out t.here. My father and mother

actual ly  l ived in  San Antonio,  but  I  was born at  the ranch

because i t  was more convenient .  for  some reason.  I  guess being

c l -ose to  Mama is  whv Mother  went  back out  there.
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You say they moved there in l -916?

Y e s .

!{ad they previously l ived on a ranch in the Big Bend area?

Yes.  My grandfa ther  came f rom Beev i l - le ,  Texas  to  Mara thon and

then moved south  to  the  Ros i l los  Mounta ins .  He homesteaded

land there in approximately l -883. My grandmother came from

Oklahoma and into the Marathon area where they met.  She was

only sixteen years old when t .hey marr ied and he was l l r i  r f  rr

What.  was her maiden name?

Simpson.  She was Margare t  S impson.  They  l i ved  aL  the

Ros i l los .  I t  was  pr io r  to  1900 because my mot .her  was born  in

1900.  They  f i ved  on  tha t  ranch where  they  had my mother  and

my Aunt Marian, who is now deceased. Then they moved to the

r a n c h  c l o s e  t . o  M a r a t h o n  i n  L 9 1 6 .

M: Your grandfather would have homesteaded one hundred sixty

ac res?

L:  I  don ' t  know exact ly  what  the acreage was,  but  he d id

homestead and then others homesteaded and he gradually

increased t.he size of the ranch by buying out the

homesteaders.  I  don ' t  know what  the to ta l  acreage was that  he

f ina l ly  ended up wi th ,  but  when he so ld i t  he so ld i t  to  the

Graham fami ly .  That 's  when t .hey moved to Marathon.

Does the Graham fami ly  s t i1 l  L ive in  th is  area?

Most  of  the Graham fami ly  is  dead.  Now, Jef f  Graham st i l l

l i ves  i n  A lp ine .  He ' s  ava i l ab le  i f  you 'd  l i ke  to  t . a l k  t o  h im .

fs  he of  your  generat ion?

M :

L :

M :
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He 's  a  l i t t l e  o l de r .

Do you know what prompted your grandfather to leave the

Rosil los and move to the Marathon area?

Mostly i t  had to do with the Glen Springs Raid and Pancho

Vi1 la and a l l  o f  that  mess.  .  .  coming over  on th is  s ide ra id ing

the ranches,  s tea l ing the horses,  and th ings l - ike that .  He

had two daughters and he d idn ' t  fee l  i t  was reaI ly  a  safe

p lace  to  t r y  and  ra i se  ch i l d ren .  So ,  i n  t he  mean t ime ,  he  had

sent  them of f  to  board ing school - .  They went  to  board ing

school- in San Ant.onio. Then during this transit ion is when he

sold and moved and buil t  the new place up by Marathon.

Do you recall  your grandfather tel l ing you about. the Glen

Spr ings Raid?

No,  I  do not  because I  was real  smaI l ,  but  the l i t t le  t .hat

f ' ve  p i cked  up ,  wh ich  i s  ve ry  l i t t l e ,  T ' ve  hea rd  my  mo the r

ta l k  abou t .  L i t t l e  t h ings  b r i ng  up . . . you  know,  tha t  happened

dur ing the Glen Spr ings Raid.  Of  course,  there was an o ld

gent. leman by t.he name of Captain Wood that used to l ive here

in Alp ine that  is  now deceased,  who was a good f r iend of  the

fami ly .  He was down there at  the wax factory dur ing the Glen

Spr ings  Ra id .  We 've  go t  one  o f  t he  o r i g ina l  30 -40  Cra ig

r i f l -es that  my grandfather  bought  a case of  to  d is t r ibute to

the help to  defend themselves against  the ra iders.  Whatever

happened to rest  o f  them we don' t  know,  but  we have one le f t .

( laughs )

That  would have been May of  l -916,  T bel ieve.

T , .

M :

L :

M :



L : I  think they had problems from

191-6 .  .  . somewhere  a long  i n  the re .

So your grandfat.her apparently had a

Yes,  he d id,  but  I  don ' t  rea l - ly  know

t.hose days most  of  them had f  ami l ies.

had h is  fami ly .  So how many a l l  to ld

there was quite a number.

about 'J.91-4 to about

number of ranch hands?

how many.  Of  course,  in

You hired a man and you

f  don ' t  reaf ly  know, but

M :

L :

M :

T , .

Do you have a feeling for how many people l ived in that

genera l  area in  191-6 when your  grandparents were s t i l l  there?

On ly  names  t ha t  I ' ve  hea rd . . . o f  cou rse ,  i n  my  l i f e t ime  t he

Burnam family who owned the majority of the 1and, which is now

the core of  the Nat ional  Park.  I  knew a l -1 of  them very we]1.

A11 of  them are deceased now. There was the Green fami ly  that

l- ived in what they call  Dugout. and most aII of the Greens are

deceased.  The Wade fami ly ,  they ' re  a l -1  most ly  gone.

Can you recaIl where Lhe Burnams' home site may have been?

Oh,  yes,  I 've been to the Burnams'  home s i te  many,  many t imes.

And then t .he Burnam's actual ly  had two;  the Old Home, which

was k ind of  o f f  the beaten t rack of  what  is  now the main road,

and the Spring t.hat had a big spring they got fresh water out

of .  Later  the Burnams'  bu i l t  a  new home over  c loser  to  the

highway, both of which I understand have been torn down by the

Park Service because they were trying to revert to the natural

l ook .

The Park Serv ice d id demol ish some homes.

highway from Marathon to Pant.her Junction?

Was th is  the

M :

L :

M :



L : Yeah,  af ter  you leave Panther  Junct ion going up in to the basin

i -s  where both of  these houses were.

So they were in the fr inge of the mountains there?

Yes .

The Wade family, where were they located?

We l - l - ,  t he  Wade  fam11y  ac tua11y . . . I 'm  no t  su re  exac t l y  where

that  ranch was because the Wades '  a lways mainta ined a

res idence in  Marathon.  The fami ly  l ived there and the k ids

went  to  school .  Of  course,  they were a l l  grown by the t ime I

was growing up.  I 'm not  sure just  where the ranch i tse l f  was,

but i t .  was in the park area and f knew both Mr. and Mrs. Wade

and the j - r  daught .ers .  They ' re aI l  deceased.

Te1I me. You mentioned that your grandmot.her donated land to

the Park Service when the Park was developing. Te1l me what

you know in  deta i l  about  that .

We l - I ,  o f  cou rse ,  i n  t h i s  o Id  vas t  coun t r y  you  can ' t  a Iways . . .

when you buy a p lace t .here 's  a lways checkerboards.  There 's

sect ions of  land t .hat  are unknown owners and state-owned

sect ions and a lo t .  o f  t . imes when you buy p laces you get  these

odd-bal l  sect  j -ons scat tered out . .  So when t ,hey so ld the

Rosi l lo  Ranch there was some land Lhat  was real ly  out  o f

boundary of  the main ranch i tse l f  that  apparent ly  the people

that  bought  the ranch d idn ' t  want .  So these sect ions were

just  k ind of  le f t  spotLed out  there and just  sat  there for

years.  But  they were in  the park area,  so when the State

star ted acqui r ing new land t .o  put  the Park t .ogether ,  and you

M :
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bear  i n  m ind  tha t  t h i s  was  i n  the  [19 ]  30s  i n  t he  Depress ion ,

the land d idn ' t  have the va lue t .hat  i t  has today.  So,  o f

course, in the ol-d days people were very generous and they

just  d idn ' t  th ink about  what  the actual  va l -ue was.  They

though t ,  r rWe l l ,  he re  we ' re  pu t t i ng  a  pa rk  and  I ' ve  go t  t h i s

land  and  f  'm  no t  us ing  i t .  Le t ' s  he lp  them a long . ' r  So  my

grandmother and my mother had some property and just gave it

to ,  I  rea l ly  th ink i t  was t .he St .a te at  that  t ime,  and deeded

i t  over  to  help encourage put t ing th is  park together .

They obviously supported the National Park idea.

Tha t ' s  t r ue .

Was there res is tance f rom neighbors or  o t .her  people?

Not  at .  thaL t ime.  I  th ink what .  res isLance t .here was came

a long  l a t .e r .  Some peop le  res i s ted ,  bu t  t he re ' s  two  s ides  to

every s tory .  The 1and of  those that  res is ted,  I  th ink,  was

probably  of  bet ter  qual i ty  than some that  was g j -ven or  some

that was purchased. The Burnam family had excellent land up

there c lose to  the basin.  I t  was h igher  a l t i tude and the

ra infa l l  was bet ter .  They were probably  a l i t t le  b i t  more

re luctant  to  want  Lo se1l  the i r  land than those down in  the

bot tom. You know, there 's  a lo t  o f  land in  that .  park t .hat  is

to t .a l Iy  wor th less.  Then there 's  some good 1and.

I 've seen some that  was very hard t .o  ra ise cat t le  on.

Of  course,  the ra in fa l1  has a l -ways been sparse and you had to

depend on i t  a  lo t .  We d idn ' t  have the avai lab i l - i ty  o f  water

well dri l l ing that we have today. When you ran out of water

M :

T , .
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in a place in the area you had t.o move to another area that

had water and hoped that i t  rained on the other place so you

coul-d move back eventually. Wel-1, when you st.arted cutt ing

down on the size of these ranches and the Park started buying

i t  cut  the avai lab i l i ty  o f  land down.  Of  course,  eventual ly ,

t hose  tha t  were  l e f t  j us t  k i nd  o f  go t  squeezed  ou t .  I n  a

cer ta in  sense i t  probably  wasn' t  r ight .  to  just  make them se1I ,

but  when you star t  put t ing someth ing together  for  the masses

somebody a lways seems to suf fer .

At  t .hat  t ime Texas,  the State of  Texas,  was very adamant  about

obta in ing a nat ional -  park because i t  had none.  I  guess that

was a motivatj-on for overriding some personal individual

r ights  in  some cases.  Would you agree wi th  that?

WeI l ,  p robab ly  you ' re  r i gh t .  O f  cou rse ,  t he  ma jo r i t y  o f

people that  so ld probably  so ld wi1 l ing1y.  r  probabl -y ,  had f

owned something nowadays, would have been reluctant.. I  can

unders tand  i t .

You were born in  1925.  Were you in  th is  area when the Park

Serv ice assumed contro l  o f  B ig Bend? Did you wi tness the

t rans i t i on?

No. No, I was not there, but I remember the oLd days when the

CCC lCivi l ian Conservation Corpsl camp was in the Park and

they bui l t  the f i rs t  road.  Basica l ly ,  the road they bui l t  is

the road t.hey have today, except they've widened it  and paved

i t .  But  i t  was a real  gem to go over  in  the o1d days in  t .he

old cars because you d idn ' t  have e l -ect r ic  fue l  pumps on cars

L

M

T ,
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and you got  up to  a cer ta in  d is tance and i t  just  s ta l led out

on you.  You'd have to  turn around.  Some of  them could back

up,  but  not  a l l  model  cars could go up in  the basin because of

the fuel pump systems they had on them.

Roscoe Weaver ,  a  gent leman who l ives near  San Antonio,  was

w i th  t . he  CCC in  L940 ,  [ 19 ]42 ,  and  he  re la ted  how he  me t  t he

grocery t ruck once a week wi th  a Caterp i l lar  to  pu1I  i t  up the

h i l l .  So  I  guess  tha t  i l l us t ra tes  you r  po in t .

( laughs)  That  road was someth ing e lse because i t  wasn ' t  very

wide and i t  was a l l  d i r t .  I f  i t  ra ined i t  was s l - ick  and i t

was s teep,  too.  Now we don' t  th ink anyt .h ing about  z ipp ing in

and  ou t  o f  t he re .  I t ' s  s low ,  bu t  you  don ' t  have  any  p rob lems .

But  just  th ink of  i t  as unpaved.

What  do you recal I  about  the CCC, speci f ica l ly?

Wel I ,  I  th ink everybody got  a  k ick out  o f  hav ing them. f t  was

p rog ress .  We  used  t o  go  down . . . seemed  l i ke  we 'd  have  ou t -o f -

Lown guests or something and going down to t.he basin was

someth ing d i f ferent  and new because we'd never  been able to

drive in there before, so we always took guests down to show

off t .his road way up in the mountains, which no one thought

would ever come about. f  remember my grandparents being very

proud of  the fact  that  "Look at  a l l  the new terr i tory  we can

see ,  "  ( l aughs )  and  "  f t ' s  opened  up .  "  O f  cou rse ,  t he  CCC

personneL and people were a l l  f r iendly .  One of  t .he p i t fa l ls

was that  they used to have to  haul  everyth ing,  o f  course,  f rom

Marathon down by t ruck.  And t .hey s t . i l I  do,  o f  course.  I  was

M :
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going Lo school  and we l ived at  the ranch.  We had to go back

and for th  about  f i f teen mi les everyday and they bought  na i l -s

by the keg.  One of  these t rucks,  apparent ly ,  scat tered nai ls

on this dirt road. We averaged about two f lats a day. It  was

always the same identical roofing nai1. You know t.hey have a

big head and are shor t .  I  th ink we p icked up ( laughs)  every

one in  a t i re  over  the per iod of  about  a year .

I  can imagine that  was t ry ing.

That  was one of  the t .h ings we d idn ' t  care too much about ,  but

those are just  l i t t l -e  funny th ings that  happen.

Mr.  Weaver  recal led t .hat  there was the Recreat ion Center  at

the Chisos Basin painted b lack and ye l Iow.  Do you recal l -

t ha t?

I  don ' t  r eca1 l  t . ha t .  I  do  no t  reca l l  t ha t  a t  a l l - .

He said he never learned why it  was painted such an outrageous

co lo r .

No ,  f  don ' t  r emember  tha t  a t  a l l .

He also recalled that t.here were maybe as many as one hundred

f i f t y  men  the re  a t  one  t ime .

Probab ly .  I ,  o f  cou rse ,  neve r  d id  hea r  t he  coun t ,  bu t  t he re

was an awfu l  lo t .  o f  people.  .  .  a  l -o t  o f  people.

Were there a number of people from Alpine and Marathon that

jo ined the CCC?

f  don ' t  rea l ly  be l ieve there was as many as they brought  in

from the outside because I remember, I  say remember, I

remember one t ime that I was in Marathon and a couple of army-

L
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type trucks stopped fuI1 of people and the grown people saying

they were on their way to the camp, the CCC camp. They had,

probably ,  twelve or  f i f teen young men in  the back of  each

truck.  Where they had come f rom, I  don ' t  know.  But  they used

to br ing them in a l l  Lhe t ime f rom here,  there,  and yonder .

Of  course,  we' re ta lk ing about  the Depress ion era when money

and surv iva l  was d i f f icu l t .  How d id your  fami ly  fare at  that

t ime?

We were very for tunate.  We were very for tunate.  We were l ike

everybody e lse;  we d idn ' t  have a l -o t  o f  cash,  but  l iv ing in

the country we had groceries. We always had a garden and we

could ra ise p igs and ch ickens.  We just .  a lways had enough to

eat. I  remember my grandfather was always very concerned

about  h is  f r iends.  They were having a worse t . ime t .han he d id.

He used to do an awfu l  lo t  o f  l i t t le  t .h ings on the s ide very

quiet ly  for  people who were having a real ly  hard t ime.  I

remember hear ing the famiJ-y ta lk  about  i t ,  you know, that  so-

and-so was having a problem. They would always try t.o see

that .  the i r  ne ighbors had grocer ies i f  noth ing eIse.  We were

just  very for tunate that .  we never  d id  go hungry,  but ,  l ike I

sa-y,  we d idn ' t  have a 1ot  o f  o ther  th ings L ike enter ta inment .

We d idn ' t  go  a  l o t ,  bu t  we  de f i n i t e l y  d idn ' t  have  te l -ev i s ion .

We were lucky to have one radio that worked in the mornings,

on l y  when  i t  was  coo l .  ( chuck les )

Where was the nearest  rad io s tat . ion?

We used to get  San Antonio,  be l ieve i t  or  not , ,  WOAf,  but  you

M
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cou ld  on ly  ge t  i t  ear ly  when i t  was  coo l .  When i t  began

get  warm i t  faded ou t .  La te  in  the  even ing ,  when i t  began

get  cool  again,  iL  would come back in .

A t  t ha t  t ime  in  l he  l -930s  Cas to l -on ,  I  be l i eve ,  was  s t i l l  a

fa i r -s ized communi ty .  They were ra is ing cot ton and some other

farm products there.  Is  that  correct?

f ' 11  be  ve ry  hones t  w i th  you . I  know very  l i t t le  about

Casto lon because you just  d idn ' t  get  around in  those days l ike

you do today. You couldn't zi-p down and back in a day. Going

t .o  CasLolon and back was a two or  three-day ordeal .  Now we

did have f r iends that  ran the mines,  the Bi rchams at

Ter l ingua,  bas ica l ly  Study But te.  About  twice a year  we would

go down for a long weekend with the Bircham family. He was

the min ing engineer  at  Ter l ingua-  at  Study But . te ,  excuse me.

But  we never  d id  go on any fur t .her .  Casto lon was just  an area

t .ha t  was  k ind  o f  . . . i t  was  j us t  t ha t  much  fu r t . he r  and  the re

wasn ' t  any  reason  to  go  the re  so  we  d idn ' t  go .

Cast.olon from your ranch would have been less than a hundred

m i l es?

Oh,  Ie t 's  see.  No,  i t  would have probably  been over  a hundred

m i Ies .

Were t.here any other communit ies, other than Marathon, that

were c lose by at  that  t . ime?

No.  The  on l y  o the r  l i t t I e  se t t l emen t . . . o f  cou rse ,  you  had  the

Hot Spritrgs, which was operating in the Park, then down at San

Vicente which was up f rom Hot  Spr ings,  there was a l i t t1e

f n

M

M

L
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crossing there and there was an old Mexican woman by the name

of  Chata Sada that  used to  run a l i t t le  Mexican restaurant

just .  for  people that  happened to dr i f t  by,  which was very few.

There were several l i t t le f ishing camps and the Barker family

f rom Alp ine had a l i t t le  house that  they used to go to  and

take the hot  baths.  A long the r iver  there were severa l  hot

s t reams that  came out .

Talk ing about  Hot  Spr ings,  what  was i t .  l ike?

There was always a crowd a Hot Springs. They had those four

or  f ive l i t t Ie  o ld  cabins and people camped out .  People in

the country  were f i rm bel ievers in  those hot  baths.  They

wouLd go down once or twice a year and stay three or four days

to soak in  those o ld hot  tubs.  That  water  would c i rcu l -ate

through a l l  t .he t ime.  They rea1Iy enjoyed i t .  f  t  was k ind of

a  soc ia l  even t .

What  a i l -ments were they at tempt ing to  cure?

Most ly  ar thr i t is .  You know, t .here was just  noth ing for

ar thr i t is  then,  except  aspi r in .  They 'd go down and soak.

They used to cal l- i t  rheumatism and lumbago (laughs) and al l

sorts of names, buL everybody would swear up and down. I had

a  f r i end  who  had  a  se r ies  o f  bo i l - s .  He  j us t  cou ldn ' t  ge t  r i d

of  these boi ls .  He wenL down t .here and took these baths and

al l  Lhe boi ls  cured up.  Now whether  that  had anyth ing to  do

wi th i t .  or  not . ,  I  don ' t  know,  buL i t  seemed to work.

You ment ioned San Vicent .e .  How d id you reach San Vicente?

f  t '  s  now locat .ed between Boqui l las and Cast .o lon a lonq the
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r iver .  Was t .here a d i rect  route?

Wel l - ,  actual - Iy . . .you know down bel -ow the tunnef  in  the Park?

They  ca I I  i t  R io  Grande  V i l l age .

R igh t .

Now what  I 'm ta lk ing about  was just  be l -ow that .  Is  that  the

same San Vicente that  you ' re ta lk ing about?

I  may  be  th ink ing  o f  t . he  o ld  San  V icen te  tha t  was  back . . .

Now there was a San Vicente r ight about a miLe east of what is

now Rio Grande Vi l1aoe.

Okay ,  i t ' s  a  d i f f e ren t  one .

IL  was just  a  l i t t le  o1d winding road.  You could get  down

t .he re  i n  a  veh ic le .

So actual ly  th is  San Vicent .e  would be between current  day Rio

Grande Vil lage and Hot Springs?

Hot  Spr ings was above and then Rio Grande Vi l lage,  yes.

You mentioned that your grandfather rel-ocated near Marathon in

1916 par t ly  because of  the v i -o lence and danger  that .  the

Mexican Revolution brought about. How about l-ater in your own

exper ience  the re  i n  t he  1930s  and  [19 ]  40s?  Were  the re  c ross

border problems then?

No,  noth ing that  ever  came up that  c lose to  Marathon.  He

cont inued to operate that  ranch and he ra ised regis tered

ca t t . l - e  t he re .  O f  cou rse ,  j - n  t he  t19 l30s  he  d ied  and  sho r t l y

thereaf ter  Wor ld War I I  came a long and help became hard to

get .  Grandmother  leased the ranch out  to  a neighbor .  She

cont inued to l ive there,  but  she leased th is  out  and th is  was

M .
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when we had the big inf lux of the sheep people that came.

This  had a lways been cat t le  country  unt i l  Wor ld  War I I .  Then

there was a big demand for mutton and wool, so the country was

more  o r  l - ess  f l ooded  w i th  sheep .  Th i s ,  o f  cou rse ,  had  good

aspects and bad.  As you know, sheep eat  the ground of f  a  1ot

c loser  than cat t le  do,  so basica l ly  th is  went  on for  about  ten

years before people began to gradual ly  go back to  cat t . le .

This  country  now,  except  for  a  few spot .s  here and there,  is

almost one hundred percent. catt le country. Then we had the

drought  of  the ear ly  [ ] -91 50s and i t  was real  d i f  f  icu l t  t .o  ever

get  the ranches back to  where they could operate at  a  hal f -way

decent  prof i t .  The ra in fa l - l  was so smal l ,  and you could run

so few cat t . le ,  that  everybody a lmost  s tarved to  death t ry ing

to get  the t rans i t ion back.  ( laughs)  th ings are back in

fa i r ly  decent  shape now. There haven' t  been any sheep in  th j -s

country  in  a long t ime and a l l  t .hat  country  c lear  to  the Park

was just  f l -ooded wi th  sheep.

Did your  fami ly  swi tch Lo sheep?

No,  when we l -eased out  we sold the cat t le .  We never  have run

sheep. When we took t.he ranch operation back we went back

w i th  ca t t l e .  We 've  neve r  had  sheep .

Di-d the sheep do any irreparable damage?

Wel- l - ,  noth ing that  probably  won' t  grow out  in  t ime.  I t ,  s

taken twelve or  f i f teen years to  get  the root  system back.  Of

cou rse ,  i t  wou ld  have  been  be t t . e r  i f  we 'd  had  f i f t een  o r

twenty inches of  ra in  a year .  We would have made a real  fast
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recovery. But when you're operating on anywhere from nine to

th j - r teen inches of  ra in  a year ,  and some of  that  comes a hal f

i nch  a t  a  t ime  o r  l ess ,  i t  t akes  a  l ong  t ime  to  j us t  ge t

things back to where you can even see some grass much l-ess

even have a root  system on i t .

D id that  ever  create any problems between res idents and. . .

No .  The  o1d  sheep  and  ca t t l e . . . i t  r ea f l y  neve r  d i d .  I  t h i nk

the patr io t ism angle of  Wor1d War I I  was in  there.  I f  the

sheep people had t r ied to  move in  wi thout  a  rea l  cause,

probably there would have been some problems, but you know

everyt.hing overrides. The war overrode everything; we need

sheep ,  wo  need  woo l ,  and  tha t . ' s  wha t  we ' re  go ing  t . o  do .

Was t .here any fear ,  par t icu lar ly  in  the ear ly  days of  Wor ld

War I I ,  about  any cross-border  problems?

I never did hear of any, but f feel sure that t.here were some

because you never  rea l ly  are sure of  what  is  on the other  s ide

of  the r j -ver .  ( laughs)  Even to th is  day you have a few

problems over  there.  There 's  a l i t t le  revol -ut ionary sent iment

that  goes around over  there a l l  the t ime.  People up and down

the border ,  f  th ink,  have a few conf l ic ts  now and then wi th

ca t t l e  and  ho rses  tha t  s t ray  back  and  fo r th  ac ross ,  bu t  i t ' s

noth ing they haven' t  been able to  resolve.

Was rust l ing ever  a problem in  your  grandfather 's  day?

Oh,  yeah.  They had problems back and for th .  They 've had to

cross over  and get .  .  .  I  understand f rom fami ly  hearsay that

they would miss someth ing and just  go over ,  f ind i t ,  round i t
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up,  and br ing i t  back.  r  don ' t  th ink they ever  bothered wi th

the  l aw .  I f  i t  was  m iss ing  we 'd  go  l ook  fo r  i t ,  ge t  i t ,  and

come back  w i th  i t .

I n  e f fec t ,  you  s to le  i t  back .

(hear ty  laugh)

There was no law enforcement  then?

There  was  l aw  en fo rcemen t ,  buL  i t  was  spa rse .  I t  was  spa rse .

What was the source of that enforcement?

WeI I ,  i t  was  mos t l y  t . he  Sher i f f  ' s  Depar tmen t .  O f  cou rse ,  a

county as b ig as th is  one,  which is ,  f  guess you know, the

largest. in the State of Texas, i f  they had one deputy in

Marathon and the sher i f f  and a deputy here-  that  was i t .  Of

course,  in  those days there was no te lephone syst .em. I f  you

needed them you had to come get  them. You just  hoped for  the

bes t  t ha t  t hey  weren ' t  some p lace  e l se .  ( l aughs )

D id  t he  Texas  Range rs  eve r . . .

I  fee l  sure there was a lways Rangers.  I  don ' t  have any

immed ia t .e  reco l l - ec t i on  o f  . . . now,  I ' ve  known  Rangers  he re  i n

A lp ine  s ince  l -950 .  Bu t ,  p r i o r  t o  t ha t ,  and  back  i n  t hose  days

I  fee l  sure they had them. They weren ' t  r id ing the r iver  or

just  out  c i rcu lat ing.  I f  you needed them you had to go f ind
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them or have them sent. in.

Do you recal l -  any speci f ics  on

l iv ing across t .he r iver  as far

soc ia l  involvement?

re lat ions wi t ,h  the Mexicans

as  c ross -bo rde r  t ra f f i c  and

I  t h ink  i t  was  f r i end l i e r .  I  t h ink  those  peop le  tha t  l i ved
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along the border  got  a long real  wel l  wi th  them. They used to

come across and work on th is  s ide.  I  don ' t  th ink they

ventured as far north as what we would think of today as the

wet .  You know they ta lk  about  t .he wet  Mexican get t ing in to

Ch icago ,  I I l l i no i s ]  and  j us t  keep  go ing  no r th .  I  don ' t  t h ink

t.hat they ever ventured that far, but I can remember back when

we used to have heIp, even at t .his ranch, and below Marathon

that  came f  rom Mexico.  Somet imes t .hey 'd go down and get  them,

but we never thought anyt.hing about it and the l-aw never

bothered you. But. we never turned them loose and sent them

someplace. We took them back and they went back home to

v is i t .  Then they came back and t .hey s tayed at  the ranch.

They d idn ' t  get  out  and c i rcu l -ate and they d idn ' t  br ing fami ly

and k ids and a l - I  t .hat  over .  I t  was a d i f  f  erent  way of  l i f  e

than i t  is  Loday.  As far  as soc ia l iz ing,  f  don ' t  know much

about .  that ,  but  I  th ink the fami l ies on th is  s ide were

f r iendl ier  wi t .h  the fami l ies over .  In  ot .her  words,  they went

back and for th  across and t .he Border  Patro l  was just

nonexis tent  down there.  They d idn ' t  bother  you because there

was no reason t .o  bother  you.

You ment loned ear l ier  that  your  fami ly  had f r iends in

Ter l ingua at  the mine,  or  a t .  Study But te.  What  do you recal l -

as your  ear ly  recol lect . ions of  Study But . te  and Ter l ingua?

I  don ' t  recal l  too much about  Ter l ingua than just  go ing over

and seeing a l l  the mine shaf ts ,  but  we used t ,o  v is i t  w i th  the

Bircham family because he was t.he mining engineer at Study

L :
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But te.  His  fami ly  l ived there.  You woul -dn ' t  know the p lace

today. There were homes al l- over that pIace. There were

grocery st.ores and lots of machinery and equipment running al l

the t ime.  They were actual ly  producing ore.  There was a

fe l1ow by the name of  Spauld ing that  was a brother- in- law to

Mr.  B i rcham that  owned the grocery s tore.  He,  of  course,

suppl ied grocer ies for  the who1e town and the mines.  I t  was

a real  go ing p1ace.  There was just .  t ra f f ic  and people

mi l l ing.  I  imagine that  a t  one t ime there were three or  four

hundred people in  that  l i t t1e area.

There was a movie theater  there at  the t ime,  too.

That was up at Terl ingua. Now, I don't know about Study

But te,  but  there was one up at  Ter l ingua.

Was there a communi ty  at  La j i t .as?

You know, there we go again.  (chuck les)  Unt i l  La j i tas got  so

famous in  the l -ast  f i f teen or  twent .y  years we just  took

La j i t as  fo r  g ran ted .  I t  was  j us t .  some p lace  you  passed  go ing

on up the r iver  road.  I t  was k ind of  a  jumping-of f  p lace to

get  back and for th  across the r iver  to  San Car los,  but  t .here

wasn' t  any reason to come up there.  Everyth ing sor t  o f

stopped at the mines at Study Butte and Terl ingua and you made

the t r ip  back up toward Alp ine.  Unless you were going to

Pres id io  you  j us t  d idn ' t  go  on  up  tha t  r i ve r  road .

Mr.  Leary,  I  want  to  pause for  a  moment  to  turn the tape over .

End of Tape One

Side  A
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Beginning of Tape One

Side  B

Mr.  Leary,  in  ta lk ing about  t ravel ing and where you d idn ' t

have purposes to  go l ike Laj i tas and Casto lon,  how d id your

fam i l y  ge t  a round  in  the  1930s  and  [19 ]  40s?

WelL,  forLunate ly  we had cars.  ( laughs)  We laugh about  the

o1d Essex. You may never even have heard of an Essex. We had

a four-door  Essex wi th  probably  the f i rs t .  .  .  instead of  a  push

sLar ter  i t  had a pu11 star ter .  The star ter  was so hard to

pul l  we had to keep a l i t t le  rope and you put  your  l -e f t  foot

up on t .he dash and puI led ( laughs)  to  turn the s tar ter  on th is

Essex .  Bu t  once  you  go t  i t .  s ta r ted  i t  r an  g rea t .

I t  was sor t  o f  l - ike s tar t ing a lawn mower?

Right . .  Sor t  o f  l ike s tar t ing a lawn mower.  Then we had

another Model A Coupe, but there was no such thing then as a

pick-up.  Around the ranch we used a wagons and t .eams.  I f  we

had to haul feed some place you put. on the wagon and hauled it

to  whatever  pasture you wanted.  Then we had l i t t le  s torage

places to keep it .  I f  you want.ed wood you got a wagon and

team and went out and qot a l-oad of wood. You didn't run out

l _ h e r o  i n  l - h a  r- . ^ -  p i ck -up .  I n  o the r  words ,  i t  t ook  a l l  day  to  do

what today we probably do in an hour because now you can run

al- l  over the ranch i-n an hour and a half or two hours and

check every windmi l l  and water ing on the pIace.  But  in  the

old days they had to  do i t  on horseback,  so i t  would be an
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a l -1 -day  dea l .

How many sections did your grandfather and grandmother own or

ranch at  i ts  largest?

That  would have been the Rosi l los p lace and I 'm not  sure what

the  s i ze  o f  t ha t  p lace . . .wha t  i t .  ac tua l l y  encompassed .  I

would imagine it  was in excess of t .wenty thousand acres down

there.  The p lace up by Marathon or ig ina l ly  was only  twelve

sect ions.  I t  was smal- l  because he only  wanted to  ra ise

reg i s t .e red  ca t . t . l e .  He  was  ge t t i ng  ready  t . o  re t i r e ,  so  th i s

was going to  be h is  p lace where he d idn ' t  have qui te  so much

work to do. About the t ime he got i t  running l ike he thought

i t  ought  to  be,  wel I ,  o f  course,  the Depress ion came a long and

th ings just  went  down h i l1 .  I  guess for tunat .e ly  for  h im he

died and he didn't have to go t.hrough anot.her ten years of al- l-

the problems that. came a1ong.

That. your grandmother did go through.

GrandmoLher  d id .  She was a s taunch l i t t le  fa t  qa l  that .  could

always see the br ight .  s ide of  th ings.

Her  name was Margaret .

Margaret .  Noth ing reaI ly  daunted her  too much.  Her  b ig

passion was p lay ing br idge,  be l ieve i t  or  not .  When th ings

just  got  so tough she cou1d hard ly  s tand them, why,  she 'd go

someplace and p lay br idge for  an af ternoon.  That ,d sor t  o f

cure her  a i ls  and she 'd come back and st .ar t  over  again.

Wi th t ranspor tat ion and the road system being ant ique at  the

t ime,  where d id your  grandmother  go t .o  p lay br idge?
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L : In  Marathon.  Marathon,  a t  one t ime,  was a thr iv ing 1 i t t le

community. I t  had three or four grocery stores and a barber

shop .  f t  had  a  l i t t l e  t hea te r  a t  one  t ime ,  a  mov ie  house .  f t

had a good hardware s tore,  a  post  o f f ice,  and a wholesale beer

d i s t r i bu t i ng  bus iness ,  be l i eve  i t  o r  no t .  The re  was  l o t s  o f

couples her  age and br idge was t .he t .h ing at  the t ime.  They

used to night bridge couple part ies. They coul-d always get up

a br idge game.  So she 'd dr ive the f i f teen mi l -es in to Marathon

and  p lay  b r i dge .  ( chuck les )

The people who l ived further south in what is now the Park,

would they a lso come to MaraLhon for  th is  type of  soc ia l

ac t i v i t y?

They used to have a br idge c lub.  I  don ' t  know how many people

belonged, but one week t.hey played in Marat.hon and the next

week they p layed in  the Park.  Par t  o f  the people that  p layed

were Park personnel .  Now, th is  was back in  the [19]  40s and

the  ea r l y  [ f g ]  SOs .  They  used  to  have  one  heck  o f  a  good  t ime .

But the women from the Park would travel up and play bridge in

Marathon. The next week the Marathon ]adies would travel

sout .h  and p lay in  the Park.  I t  was an aI l  day th ing.  I f  you

were going to  p lay br idge in  the Park you had to get .  up ear ly

and get  go ing because the road wasn' t  paved.

And they 'd return Lhat  n ight?

Yes ,  t hey 'd  re tu rn  tha t  n igh t .  So  i t  was  a  Iong  daywhen  they

went  to  p lay br idge.

You had to be ser ious br idge p layers.
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( l augh ing )  R igh t .

Do you recal l  the f i rs t  Park Serv ice personnel  that  you met ,

that you became acquainted with?

Probably  Ross Maxwel l .  In  fact ,  I  knew h im over  t .he years.

I guess I 've known him bett.er than anybody and longer.

Of  course,  Mr.  Maxwel l  was the f i rs t  super in tendent  of  B ig

Bend and,  f  be l ieve,  he came here before the federa l

government took it  over.

He was a very fr iendly guy and, being t.he f irst.,  everybody got

to  know h im.  Then la ter  on over  the years unt i l  t .hree or  four

years ago he would come back and spend some time in the Park

near ly  every year .

Tel1 me what you remember about your early acquaintance with

him and your impressions of what he did that you may recall-.

Wel I ,  f  don ' t  remember anyth ing thaL reaI ly  was a real  asset

to  the Park.  He was just  a l -ways a real  f r iendly  outgoing type

person that  seemed to be a lways in t .erest .ed in  the country .  He

was a lways in terested in  what  the peopl -e were doing and what

you were doing or  i f  you had any ideas that  would help the

Park.  He made a great  e f for t  to  get  a long wi th  people.  Then

we sor t  o f  lost  h im r ight .  a f ter  he le f t .  Then,  T guess,  i t

was ten or  twelve years d9o,  maybe f i f teen,  that  he s tar ted

coming back.  f  don ' t  where he went .  He went  to  Aust in  or

someplace e lse and then we sor t  o f  lost  t rack of  h im.  Then he

star ted comj-ng back,  but  he was just  a  b ig  o l -d  f r iendly

fe l l - ow .  H is  w i fe  was  a  ve ry  n i ce  pe rson ,  Loo .
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I  be l ieve

Now that I

Mrs .  Maxwel l

d o n ' t  r e a l l y

star ted the school  a t .

know, but  i t  wouldn ' t rea l Iy  surpr ise

L :

Were t .here many Park Serv ice personnel  r ight  a f ter  the Wor ld

War that  you recal l?

No ,  I  r ea I l y  don ' t  because ,  see ,  I  was  gone  to  Wor ld  War  I I

and then went  to  school  a f ter  the war  was over .  I  d idn ' t

rea1Iy get  back out  here unt i l  1955.  You could say t .hat  f rom

1943  to  1955  was  k ind  o f  a  b1ank ,  excep t  t ha t  I ' d  be  back  f rom

t ime to t ime.  f  knew the hometown people,  but  the Park people

would come and go. Then t.he next t ime you come back t.hey were

gone.  There 's  a t remendous turnover  down there.

Just  a  l i t t le  personal  data.  Did you serve overseas in  the

war?

Yes,  I  was at .  Bast .ogne, IBelgium] and everyone remembers

Bas togne .  ( l aughs )

Were you wi th  the 101st  A i rborne Div is ion?

No, I was t.he 5th Armored. We were on the ground. We were

t ry ing to  get  in  to  get  the a i rborne people out ,  but  we were

al l  around t .here f i r ing and h i t t ing at  each other .  That  was

in 1-943 and [1-9) 44 .

Then you returned from the service and went to school?

Yes,  I  went  to  the Univers i ty  o f  Texas.  Then I  came back and

went  to  San Angelo Univers i ty  for  a  whi le  and f idd led around

and f idd led around.  Then I  f ina l ly  went  to  work for  the

Ve te ran ' s  Admi -n i s t raL ion .  f  wo rked  fo r  t hem un t i l  1955 .  Tha t

M :

L :

M :

L :

z 5



M :

L :

was the year  Grandmother  d ied and i t  was e i ther  seI l  the ranch

or somebody come back and run it  in the middle of the drought.

f t  was a b ig mess,  but ,  anyway,  I  was marr ied and had three

children and we moved back out there. I had to f igure some

way t .o  make a l lv ing because we couldn ' t  make a l iv ing

ranching.  So I  got  a  conLract  wi th  the geology depar tment  of

TCU, [Texas Chr is t ian Univers i ty i ,  and the Univers i ty  o f  Texas

to house and feed their geology students in the summer. They

were a l - I  coming out  here s tudy ing geology because th is  is

supposed to be one of  t .hree p laces in  the ent i re  Uni ted States

where a l l  known geologica l -  format ions are on the sur face.  So

we just had schools running out our ears coming out here to

study.  A lo t  o f  them stayed up here at  Sul  Ross [Univers i ty ]

in  the summer.  We d id th is  to  supplement  income.  This  made

for good long days because they l ike to get up and be gone

f rom the  ranch  by  7 :00  a .m.  We wou ld  have  twen ty - f i ve  o r

th i r ty  k ids to  feed and make a sack lunch for  and get  out .  We

d id  t h i s  f o r . . . I  don ' t  know  how  many  yea rs .  F i na l1y ,  we  go t

the ranch back on a paying basis .

Were the students studying geology on your property or in the

area?

No, t.hey were studying on us, but we had negotiated rights for

them to get on to the Gage estate property and the Combs

Cat . t le  Company.  I t  was wi th in  about .  a  t .en mi le  rad ius.  Of

course they'd go down for a day or two and study in the

Pa rk . . . t he  geo logy  down  the re .  Then  t he  new . . . back  be fo re
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z =



M :

L :

anybody real1y got  fami l iar  wi th  i t ,  what  they ca l fed the

Sol i tar io ,  which down in  th is  new area that  the StaLe has got

the wi l ,d l i fe  natura l  area in .

The Black Gap area?

No,  i t . 's  nor th.  They just  bought  i t  three or  four  years ago.

Of  course,  B lack Gap was purchased and star ted a long about

that  same t ime.  I 've forgot ten,  but  they bought  that  in  t .he

[19 ]50s ,  i n  t he  ea r l y  [ 19 ]50s .  And  t ha t  was  j us t  r ea l1y

get t ing developed.

The Stat .e  bought  Black Gap in  the ear ly  [19]  50s?

I  don 'L  rea l l y  know i f  i t  was  the  l a te  [19140s ,  ] -94B  o r  1 -948 ,

o r  ea r l y  i n  1950  o r  [ 19 ]  51 .  I t  r ea l l y  had  no t  t . aken  o f f .  I t

was just  sor t  o f  in  a dormant  s tage.  They were t . ry ing to

decide what  they were going t .o  do wi th  i t .

Could you expla in what  Black Gap is?

We l1 ,  B1ack  Gap  i s .  .  .  t hey  ca l l  i t  a  S ta te  Na tu ra l -  A rea .

They've been runni-ng Lests down there trying to determine

reproduct ion on d i f ferent  types of  wi ld I i fe ,  how fast  deer

wi l - l  come back af ter  they are k i l led down to a cer ta in  point .

They 've done a 1ot  o f  work wi th  b ighorn sheep to see i f  they

can adapt  to  th is  country .  They 've done a lo t  wi th  b i rds,

par t . icu lar ly  quai l  and dove.  They had,  in  my opin ion-  I ,11

put  my opin ion in-  they near ly  had d isaster  down there in  the

[19]  60s.  That  was long dur ing about  that  t ime when we had

t .h i s  t remendous  D02  (? ) ,  a  new po ison  con t ro l  sys tem tha t  came

out .  You know, w€ near ly  annih i la ted the coyotes.  So the
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deer  rea l ly  came back in to the i r  own and the country  was just

absolute ly  f looded wi th  deer .  Of  course,  B lack Gap was doing

this big reproduction test and so they were taking hundreds of

hunters down Lhere f ree,  which is  a l1  r ight .  You could shoot

any k ind of  deer  whether  i t  was a doe,  or  a  fawn,  oy anyth ing

trying to see how fast they would reproduce. Wel-l-,  they

almost  shot  themselves out  o f  bus iness.  For  the last  twelve

or  f i f teen years they 've had to  rea l Iy  s low down to t ry  and

br ing deer  back in to area down there.

Wi Id l i fe  managemenL,  and par t . icu lar ly  predator  contro l - ,

apparent ly ,  has been an issue in  the broader  Big Bend area for

some t ime .  Wha t ,  ds  a  rancher ,  i s  you r  pe rspec t i ve  on  t . h i s ,

espec ia l l y  w i th  the  Park  p ro tec t i ng  a l l  w i l d l i f e?

Wel l - ,  I  am not  against  an imal  contro l .  In  a country  as vast

as  th i s  i s ,  I  don ' t  t h ink  you ' re  eve r  go ing  to  k i l l  eve ry th ing

out .  f  don ' t  th ink you ought  to  just  s laughter  them, but  I

th ink that  anybody that 's  in  bus iness ought  to  be able to

mainta in a cer ta in  equal  s i t .uat ion.  We have had problems wi th

l ions and coyotes.  Wi th a cer ta in  amount  of  k i I l j -ng you can

con t ro l -  t he  s i t ua t i on ,  bu t  you ' re  no t  w ip ing  ou t .  You ' re

contro l l ing t .he s i tuat ion.  Of  course the Park people have an

ent i re ly  d i f ferent  a t t i tude.  They are now t ry ing to  br ing

back in  the wo1f .  And I  don ' t  know what  th is  bear  s i tuat ion

is  going to  do,  but  i t  w i l l  be years before they get  enough.

f  th ink they ' re  going to  bother  the tour is ts  more than the

neighboring ranch people. But t.hose t.hings you just have to
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face as they come a long.  I  don ' t  th ink you wi l l  f ind a ranch

in the country  that  wants to  annih i l -a te everyth ing.  They just

want to keep it .  under control.

Were mounta in l ions a problem in  your  grandfather 's  t ime?

You know, I  never  heard them ta lk  about  mounta in I ions.  As a

k id  f  know we  had  l o t s  o f  coyo tes  because  f ' d  l ay  i n  bed  a t

that  ranch and l is t .en to  t .hem howl .  But  I  don ' t  remember

hear ing  t . hem ta l k  abou t  k i l l i ng  ca l ves .  I n  t he  [ t g ]AOs ,  i n

the t rans i t ion f rom cat t le  to  sheep,  what  a mess i t  must  have

been ( laughs)  because a coyote can k i1 I  f i f teen or  twent .y  a

n igh t .  They  don ' t  ea t .  t hem,  they  j us t  k i I l  t hem.

I f  wi ld l i fe  preservat ion versus cont . ro l  has been a t rad i t ional

issue between ranchers and neighbors of the Park, whaL other

issues have been t . rad i t ional  in  that  sense,  i f  any,  s ince the

Park came int.o being?

I  don ' t  rea l ly  know i f  there 's  been anyth ing that  has been

simply insurmountable.  The Park people get  a  f i t t le  t icky

every now and t.hen about their boundary l ines, but T don't

know that. i t  real ly bothers anybody. If  they accidently f ind

you over  there they get  a  l i t t1e per turbed about  i t .  Of

course,  i t  you ' re hunt ing I  can underst .and that .  I  get

per turbed i f  somebody gets  on me hunt ing.

But you're talking about a rancher who crosses the boundary on

horseback?

Yes ,  and  maybe  he  hun t i ng  fo r  h i s  ca t t l e ,  o r  someth ing .  They

want  you t .o  get  pr ior  c learance for  a l , l  th is .  Of  course,  wi th
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the  rancher ,  he 's  in  a  hur ry  and sees  h is  ca t t fe  over  the  way

a b o u t  h a l - f  m i l e .  H e  h a s n ' t  g o t  t i m e  t o  g o  b a c k  a n d  c a l l .

B e s i d e s  t h e y ' d  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  1 i k e ,  " O k a y ,  w € ' 1 1  m e e t  y o u  o v e r

t h e r e  a t  t h r e e  o ' c 1 o c k  t o m o r r o w  a f t e r n o o n . "  ( l a u g h s )  S o  h e

jus t .  takes  a  chance to  ge t  them and ge t  back .  Somet imes i t

works and somet imes i t  doesn ' t I  don ' t  t h i nk  i t ' s  caused

r e a l  h a s s l e .

So there  is  no t  a  fence

T h e r e  h a s n ' t  b e e n ,  b u t  I

somet .h ing  about  th is .

Ehat marks t.he boundary of the

th ink they ' re  gradual ly  t ry ing

Act .ua l ly ,  there was a lo t  o f

Park?

to do

those

L

f rom graz ing over

d r i f t ed  ove r  i n  t he re ,  bu t  i t  d idn ' t  seem to

as much as the federa l  people.

a long t ime there

on those ranches

bother  the State

M: Do you have an opj -n ion,  Mr.  Leary,  on the long term impact  o f

the Nat ional -  Park on the ent j - re  area of  A lp ine,  Marathon,

Marfa,  and the communi t . ies that  surround i t  and the economic

impact. ?

L :  I  t h ink ,  de f  i n i t . e l y ,  i t  he lps  .  The re  a re  so  many  peop le ,

tour is ts ,  that  come through.  f t 's  hur t  school  systems f rom

Iack and,  par t icu lar ly ,  the State acquis i t ion of  th is  land

down here as far  as taxes go.  Of  course,  the federa l

government  pays a bu1k,  in  l ieu,  e f  school  taxes,  but  the

p laces  whe re  t he  1and  j us t  came  up  and . . .

So there was noth ing Lo prevent  l ivestock

onto the Park?

Tha t ' s  r i gh t .  I t ' s  k i nd  o f  B lack  Gap .  Fo r

wasn' t  a  fence around Bl -ack Gap.  People
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Sta te  doesn 'L .  And  so  the  Mar fa  schoo ls ,  f  t h ink ,  t ook  qu i te

a h i t  when the State took in  th is  sect ion as far  as the i r

taxes go on the i r  schools .  But  I  th ink that  f rom the

standpoj-nt of the local business and the motels that the

business that  the Park br ings in  probably  helps a l l  o f  them,

but  I  th ink that  somet imes I  get  the fee l ing f rom some of  the

Park people that .  they fee l  l ike they ' re  k ind of  the sav ior  o f

the area.  I  heard a super in tendent .  make the remark,  "Tf  we

were  no t  he re  you '  d  be  sLa rv ing  to  dea th . "  f L  wasn ' t  t hose

exac t  words ,  l e t  me  c la r i f y  t ha t .  I t ' s  t rue  tha t  t ou r i sm i s

a great help, but this country survived and t.here were lots of

fami l ies and ranches down where the Park is .  Study But te and

Terl ingua were booming communit j-es. Marathon was a booming

communi ty .  There was lo ts  of  bus iness here before the Park

came.  So some of  these towns,  Marathon,  for  exampfe,  used to

be  a  th r i v i ng  l i t t l e  t own  be l i eve  i t  o r  no t .  The re  were  th ree

n i a a  l . r i a  a - a a o r w  s f 6 1 r e s  f h e f e .  T h e f e  W a S  a  b a n k  a n d  a  m O V i e: t r  v v e r

theat .er ,  a lso.  A lso,  there was a good hardware s tore and the

schools .  The o1d Gage Hote1,  which is  s t i l l -  there,  and a

barber shop were there, Loo. There were two or t.hree

restaurants and everybody was busy. I real ly don't know what

rea11y happened t .o  make i t  come to a screeching hal t .

Was there any industry there other than ranching at. that t ime?

On ly  yea rs  ago /  and  i t  d idn ' t  seem to  a f fec t  i t ,  bu t  t he re  was

a wax factory.  Remember the o ld candel ia  wax? They used to

br ing i t  in  and there was a was factory there.  I  don ' t  rea l ly
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know the history of the wax facLory, but i t  kind of got

s tar ted dur ing Wor ld War I .  Af ter  the war ,  I  guess,  the

demand for wax faded and they just gradually shut i t  down and

dismant led i t .  That  was t .he only  industr ia l  th ing they had.

Did you personally ever have any experience with wax making?

No .  No .  Bu t .  t he  S t i l 1we11  fam i l y ,  i f  you  ta l k  t o  any  o f

Lhem,  made  wax  and  so ld  i t .  The  Casners ' -  o f  cou rse ,  a l l  t he

Casners are dead-  but  the son- in- Iaw,  ,J .  D.  Holman,  l i -ves here

in Alp ine and is  s t i l - l  invo lved in  the wax business.  The

Co I I i ns ' . . . t he re ' s  on l y  one  son  l e f t ,  D .  W.  Co l l i ns ,  he ' s

about  my age and happens to  be in  the hospi ta l  a t  th is  t . ime,

l ives here in  Alp ine and h is  fami ly  was in  the wax business

dur ing Wor ld War I I .  He could probably  te1 l  you t .he exact

process,  buL I  just  never  had anyth ing to  do wi t .h  wax.

Apparent ly ,  though,  i t  was a going th ing at  one t ime.

You  men t ioned  the  S t i l lwe l - l s ' . f  wou1d presume that your

g rand fa the r ,  a t  l eas t ,  knew Mr .  S t i l lwe l1?

WeI l ,  oy grandmother  and Ha11ie were the c losest  o f  f r iends.

My  mo t .he r  and  Mrs .  S t i l lwe l l  we re  the  c loses t  o f  f r i ends .

Unfor tunate ly ,  my mother ,  who would be a great  source of

i -n format ion,  is  complete ly  menta l ly  gone.  She's  been in  t .he

r ^ ^ - * ' :  F ^ 1  ^ ' - !  h e r e  f  o r  t h r e e  v e a r s  -  S h e ' s  n i  n e f  w - f o r r r  h r r t -I I U D P I L C I - L  L - / L . | . L  I I S I E  l - U !  L l . l l - g -  ! v u ! ,  v u u

they were the c losest  o f  f r iends for  many,  many years.  I  was

ra i sed  w i th  a l l  t he  S t i l lwe l l  k i ds .  Have  you  me t  Ha11 ie ,  Mrs .

SLi l lwel - l -  ?

Yes .

M
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WeI1 ,  t hey ' re  gu i te  a  c lan .  They ' re  an  i ns t i t u t i on  o f  t he i r

own. ( laughs) They thoroughly enjoy their history and they

l i ke  to  ta l k  abou t  i t .  We  laugh  abou t  Ha l l i e  because  i f  she ' s

ever  heard a good story  she ' I l -  te1 l  you about  i t .

We were ta lk ing ear l - ier  about  the f i rs t  Park Serv ice personnel

and Ross Maxwell.  Do you have any stories that you remember

about the early t.ourists that. you may have come across?

Wel l - ,  on ly  one that  I  can t .h ink of  o f f -hand.  This  was in  t .he

days when the Park was new and there wasn't any pavement from

Marathon to the Park.  I t  was just  a  State b laded road and

dirt caLiche al l- the way. I was with my neighbor and we were

going down the road to his ranch which was about t.hree or four

mil-es from ours. We were going down this road and met this

car coming from the Park. The man stopped and got out and

waved h is  hands.  f t  was obvious to  us he was t ry ing to  s top

us. We t.hought he was having trouble and in the old days you

stopped and ta lked to  these people.  We st .opped and he sa j -d,

"Don ' t  go .  Don ' t  go . "  My  ne ighbo r  sa id ,  "  Don ' t  go?  Wha t  do

you  mean?r '  He  sa id ,  r r I t . ' s  p re t t y ,  bu t  t . ha t  road  j us t  i sn ' t

wo r th  i t .  f 'm  go ing  to  save  you  the  t r i p .  Jus t .  don ' t  go . "

Of  course,  he had been down seventy- f ive or  e ighty  mi l -es of

dirt road. He was worn out and the family was dusty and

di r ty ,  but  he thought  we were tour is ts  and he was t ry ing to

save  us  the  t r i p .  ( I aughs )

He was trying to do you a favor?

Yes .  ( l augh ing )  Don ' t  go .  Don ' t  go .
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What would you consider the biggest change in the Park area

today as compared to today when you took the dirt road down

there?

I  guess a l l  the modern bui ld ings.  They 've just .  bu i l t  houses

al I  over  the p lace now par t . icu lar ly  a t  the Park Headquar ters .

You know a1l -  the modern f  ac i l i t . ies t .hat  they have.

Were there any environmenlal changes that you can remember?

Not  that  I  can remember of f -hand.  Basica l ly ,  the Basin looks

just  l ike i t .  d id  except .  they 've bui l t  the mote l  and

restaurant .  But  the scenery,  bas ica l ly ,  and the road,  which

is  ident ica l  to  the f i rs t  road,  excepL j - t 's  been widened and

paved,  are a l l -  the same.  You can st i1 l  l -ook out  through the

window and see for  a  hundred mi les they say.  I  don ' t  know.

I ' ve  neve r  ca l cu la ted  i t ,  bu t  j - t ' s  a  good  l ong  way .  You  j us t .

weren ' t  used t .o  a l l  those people.  When you went  down there

before i t  was just  you and the land.  Now you go and t .here 's

just  people running a l l -  over  the p1ace.  Of  course,  Rio Grande

V i l l age ,  t ha t ' s  a  b ig  change  because  tha t  was  the  o ld  Dan ie l s '

farm. There were just one or two adobe buildings there and

now they have a t ra i ler  park and a l l  those t rees they p lanted.

A t  o n e  t i m e  L h e r e  w a s  a  c o t t o n  f i e l d  t h e r e .

Yes .  And tha t  was  the  end o f  the  mai l  rou te . I t  used  to

start at Marathon and wind down and ended up t.here. He would

spend the n ight .  Then he 'd gather  up a l l  the mai l  and go back

out. the next day. It .  was too far to go down and come out al-1

in one day, so he went down one day and came out the next.

M :
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Do you remember who the mailman was?

Mr. Hancock. For years and years and years Ed Hancock was the

mai lman.  We used to use h im for  everyth ing.  We had the o ld

crank telephones and we knew what t ime he left Marathon, so i f

we wanted someth ing we'd ca l l  the grocery s tore,  which was

next  door  to  the post  o f f ice,  and te I I  Mr.  Schumaker  to  be

sure to put on an extra loaf of bread and send it  on the mail-

t ruck.  (chuck les)  So Mr.  Hancock not  on ly  had your  mai l ,  he

had  you r  g roce r ies ,  t oo .

Did he charge you extra?

No. No, he never charged a dime for anything. The only thing

is  he never  veered of f  h is  rouLe.  I f  you weren ' t  there to

meet  h im he 'd just  dump your  mai l  and your  grocer ies r ight

there by the side of the road. But in those days you never

worrj-ed. When you went up there i t  was there. Nobody ever

t ook  i t .

We ment ioned ear l ier  Hot  Spr ings and you sa id that  was a lways

a l ive l ier  p lace.  What  more do you recal l  about .  Hot  Spr ings?

My grandparents used to go down there once or twice a year to

take the baths,  ds they referued t .o  1t .  The Langfords '  Tarr

Hot  Spr ings.  They had th is  one son,  Joe,  and the daughter  was

Lovie. Lovj-e l ived around here unt. i l  about seven years ago.

Then she got  s ick and,  I  th ink,  she '  s  in  the hospi t .a l

somewhere. f don't know what ever happened to ,Joe. He and f

were f r iends.  He was o lder  than I  but  we were f r iends back in

our  ten,  e leven,  t .welve year  o1d days.  The Langfords '  l ived

M :
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at  Hot  Spr ings and that  was the f i rs t  t ime in  my l i fe  that  I

had ever  seen a f ish roast .  In  the o ld days they used to

cat.ch caLfish out of the Rio Grande that weighed seventy and

eighty  pounds.  Today th is  sounds l ike I  don ' t  know what  I 'm

ta lk ing about .  But  the Langfords '  would inv i te  me over  for

lunch or supper when ever we were down there taking the baths.

Mrs.  Langford had th is  hunk of  f ish bak ing in  her  oven.  I 'd

never  seen a p iece of  f ish that  b ig ;  i t  was a hunk of  cat f ish

the s ize of  a  rump roast .  As a k id  I  was fasc inated because

a l l -  f ' d  eve r  seen  were  these  l i t t l e  b i t t y  o1d  pe rch  and  th i s

so r t  o f  t h ing .  Bu t  t . h i s  was  a  ca t f i sh  roas t .  I ' ve  a lways

remembered that .

M :

L :

M :

L :

The Langfords '  a t  that  t ime would have

They were l iving r ight there at what.

o f f i ce .  f t ' s  a  r ock  bu i l d i ng  r i gh t .

I ived in  t .he house.  .  .

used to  be the post

as you get into Hot

M :

Spr ings.  They l ived in  the back of  i t .

What  was the bui ld ing up above the Post  Of f ice?

I don't remember. Right above as you come into Hot Springs on

the right. t .here was a house kind of up and that. was Mr.

Hancock 's .  When he wenL down he used to s tay in  that  house

overn ight .  That  was h is  house.  I  don ' t  rea l l -y  remember above

the Post  Of f ice.  A l t  that  I  remember is  t .he Post  Of f ice and

the main bui ld ing r ight  there next  to  the cabins up f rom them

a  l i r r l e  b i t .

What .  I 'm th ink ing of  as above is  probably  where you ' re say ing

Mr .  Hancock  s tayed .  I L ' s  t o  the  r i gh t  as  you  d r i ve  i n .
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! . Right . .  I  understand that  he bui l t  that  to  s tay in  when he

went down.

Did the Mexicans a lso get  mai l  there?

You know, f realIy don't know. There were always Mexicans

coming back and for th  across.

What  d id  the Langfords '  have in  the i r  s tore? What  d id  they

o f f e r?

( laughs)  You know, f  was a k id  and I  honest ly  don ' t  remember,

a l though f 'm sure they had th ings l ike candy,  chewing 9ufr ,  and

probably only canned goods that. Mr. Hancock could haul down

for  them because back in  those days we d idn ' t  have much f resh

produce.  F lven in  Marathon there wasn' t .  any p lace to  get  i t .

We didn't.  have the truck system that we have today.

You mentioned crank t.elephones. At what. period would this

have been and do you remember the f irst telephone your family

may have had?

Ac f r ra ' l l r . . -  t . he  f i r s t  t e l eohone  was  l e f t  ove r  f r om wo r l d  wa r  r .. r v 9 g $ f 4 - 2 ' ,

During World War I t .he army put a telephone l ine from Marathon

to the r iver .  Then when they abandoned that  l ine people

bought i t  and made it  a private telephone l ine. You owned

your  sect ion of  i t .  For  example,  w€ owned f rom Marathon to

the ranch. Then the people bel-ow us owned theirs and it  wenl

on down.  Over  a per iod of  t ime,  gradual ly ,  people just  le t

the i r  end go.  I t  f ina l ly  ended up wi th  our  fami ly  and the

Combs'  fami ly  and,  I  guess,  that  was about  i t .  About  twenty

m i les  o f  t ha t  phone  l i ne  was  a l l  t ha t  ex i s ted  un t i l -  1955 .  I t
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was a one-wire crank and they had an operator in town. She

s t i l l  had  the  l i t t 1e  p lug - in  dea ls ,  t oo .  We used  i t .  Then

Southwestern BeI I  f ina l ly  put  in  d ia l  and i t  never  worked

r ight  because we d idn ' t  have the proper  l ine.  Wi th the o ld

crank system we could tal-k anywhere, but when they put in the

d ia l  we  cou ldn 'L  hea r .  Peop1e  cou ld  hea r  us ,  bu t  we  cou ldn ' t

hear  them. I  don ' t  know what  the problem was.  We put  up wi th

t .h is  unt i l  I  guess i t 's  been about  ten or  twelve years ago

when Big Ben Telephone came in and put. in t,he rural telephone

system. Now we have excel - l -ent  serv ice.

What  about  e lect r ic i ty?

E lec t r i c i t y  came in  i n  t he  ea r l y  [ 19 ]  50s .  Now the re  i s  one  o f

the th ings that  the Park d id for  us.  I f  i t .  hadn' t  been for

t .he Park we probably  wouldn ' t  have rura l  e lect r ic i ty  to  th is

day.  They came,  in  rea l ly ,  to  get  to  the Park because the

Park operated on generators. That. whole thing down there ran

on generators.  They apparent ly  had some in f luence wi th  REA,

lRura l  E] ,ect r ic  Admin is t rat . ion l  .  REA d idn ' t  come any fur ther

west  than DeI  Rio,  lTexas]  or  Comstock or  somewhere out  in

there.  So when they went  in  to  the Park the rest  o f  us

bene f i t . t ed  f rom i t ,  bu t  t h i s  was  i n  the  ea r l y  [ 19 ]50s .  My

grandmother  was absolute ly  ecst .a t ic  because she never  had

anyth ing l - ike th is .  We had the o l -d  th i r ty- two vo] t  grenerator

before that .  You had to go out  a t  n ight  to  turn i t  on and

when you were through with the l ights you had to go turn i t

o f f  .  (chuck l -es)  Even i f  i t  was four teen be]ow you st i l l  had
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to  go out  and Lurn the generator  o f f .

Descr ibe whaL a th i r ty- two vo l t  generator  is .

I t  was  j us t  a  I i t t l e  o ld  k ind  o f  a  pu t t -pu t t  t h ing .  You  had

everything running at. thirty-two volts instead of one hundred

ten vo l ts .  Now don' t  ask me how they arr ived at  th i r ty- t .wo

vol ts .  f  don ' t  know.  BUL we had those specia l  l ights  and

everyth ing e lect r ic  had to  be a th i r ty- two vo l - t .  system, so

consequent . Iy  you d idn ' t  have any appl iances t .o  speak of  .  I t

wouldn ' t  even run a ref r igeraLor .  We had to have servels  or

gas ref r igerat .ors .  Before that  i t  would have been t .he icebox.

End of Tape One

Side  B

Beginning of Tape T'wo

Side A

Mr.  Leary,  we were ta lk ing about  the ice p lant  in  Marathon.

Okay ,  Mara thon ,  i n  f ac t ,  i t  had  i t s  own  genera t i ng  p1an t .

They generated a l l  the e lect r ic i ty  in  Marat ,hon for  that  l i t t le

old town. They had the ice plant r ight there and manufactured

ice. I don't know what. demand they had other than the people

t.here, but you could always buy block ice up unti l  along about

in  the mid [19]40s.  Somewhere in  there they shut  i t  down.  I

don ' t  know whether  when they bui l t  the new West  Texas
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Ut i l i t ies generat ing p lant  over  around,  Macamee,  f  th ink,  they

cut  a I I  these towns in  on the one b ig uni t  and d isassembled

a l -1  these  1 i t t 1e  genera t . i ng  p lan ts .

Did your  fami ly  regular ly  go to  Marathon to  p ick up ice?

Probably .  I  don ' t  remember us ever  just .  go ing for  ice,  but

eve ry  t ime  we  wen t ,  I  t h ink ,  we  wen t  by  and  p i cked  up  a  f i f t y

or  hundred-pound b l -ock of  ice,  which probably  cost  twenty- f ive

o r  t h i r t y  cen ts .  ( I aughs )

Do you recall- how long that might last?

We11 ,  f  r emember  tha t  when  we 'd  run  ou t  t hey 'd  sdy ,  "We11 ,

whoever goes Lo town next has got t.o get. ice. rr We had the ol-d

icebox t.hat had a jug of water up on top that. went under the

coi ls  and we a lways had co ld water ,  but  in  t .hose days we

didn ' t  keep as much in  t .he ref r igerator  as we do today.

You ment ioned ra is ing veget .ab les and ch ickens and hogs.  I

guess you butchered your own beef as well.  How did you keep

you meat?

Actua1ly ,  w€ d idn ' t  butcher  as much beef  as we d id pork and

chickens.  Now, pork,  we'd cure.  They used to cure the pork,

bacon,  and hams and store i t . .  Of  course,  ch ickens we'd just

k i l l  t .hem as we needed them. Most  of  the t ime there was a

l i t t le  butcher  shop in  Marathon.  Bel ieve i t  or  not ,  he had a

l - i t t l e  vau I t ,  so  we  used  t . o  se l l -  h im  bee f  because  we  d idn ' t

have any p lace to  keep t .he beef  .  I  don ' t  know i f  we t .ook the

cost  o f  the beef  ouL in  meat  or  wheLher  we actual ly  got  cash

for i t ,  but I remember the butcher used to come down to the
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ranch and buy ca lves f rom my grandfather .  They 'd butcher  them

whi le  he was there and he 'd wrap them in b:Lg tarpaul ins and

put  them in the back of  th is  Model  T p ick-up to  br ing them

back Lo town.  They 'd c lean them, gut  them, and everyth ing

r ight  there.  f  g 'uess he just  bought  the beef  as he needed i t .

Par t icu lar ly  in  your  grandfather 's  d"y,  what  was the market

for  h is  cat t le? Did he have to  sh ip them by ra i l road?

Everything went out by rai lroad. You had to drive them to

town.  There weren ' t  any t rucks to  p ick them up.  You had to

figure out what you had and order your rai l-cars in advance.

Then you drove them to town.  A lo t  o f  the t ime you 'd get  wi th

your neighbors. Probably they had a contract buyer in t.he old

days who would come and v is i t .  He 'd v is iL  a l - l -  the neighbors

and make a deal to buy so many head. Then you'd meet your

neighbor out and you'd drive them all- in to Marathon at the

same time because the rai l-road at t .hat t ime owned al l  the pens

c lose  to  the  t rack .  They  a l l  had  sca les ,  so  you 'd  j us t  d r i ve

yours in .  The ra i l road suppl ied that  because you were us ing

the i r  f ac i l i t y  t o  ge t  you r  ca t t l e  sh ipped .

You said ear l ier  your  grandfather  moved to a smaLler  ranch

near  Marathon wi th  the purpose of  ra is ing regis tered caLt le .

What was the difference between that operat. ion and t.he larger

ranch?

Wef l ,  i t  was a 1ot  less count . ry  to  keep up wi th  in  the f i rs t

p1ace .  By  ra i s ing  reg i s te r  an ima ls .  .  . say  a  reg i s te red  bu l l

woul -d br ing f ive hundred dol lars  whereas just  an ord inary ca l f
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would br ing,  in  those days,  about  twenty- f ive dol lars .  So,  in

other  words,  he d idn ' t  have to  ra ise the same amount  of  s t .ock

t.o make the same amount of money. So if  he sold a hundred

bul ls  a  year  i t  would be the equiva lent  o t ,  maybe,  se l l ing

eight  or  n ine hundred head of  cat t le  or  ca lves.

Was he ra is ing rougher  s tock?

Yeah,  that  was aI I  commerc ia l  s tu f f  down there.  I t  was a l l

j us t  commerc ia l -  g rade  ca t t l e -  j us t  c rossb red  s tu f f .

Did he ever  acqui re h is  ca lves f rom Mexico?

f honestly do not know.

That 's  a  common pract ice today in  some cases.

Yeah ,  t hey  sh ip  l o t s  o f  ca t t l e  f romMex ico  ac ross ,  bu t  I  don ' t .

know i f  he ever  d id  or  noL or  i f  he ra ised h is  own replacement

hei fers  or  how came about .  You know, I  was born af ter  they

had actual ly  made the move.  So f 'm going back and sor t  o f

repeaLing what  f  've heard,  which is  about  a l - l  f  can do.

What do you reca1l about your Grandfather and his appearance?

His name was Lucius,  r ight?

Yes,  Luc ius.  Luc ius Featherstone,  can you imagine? On the

other  s ide I  had a grandf  ather  named ,James Aloys ius (? )

( laughs)  but ,  be that  as i t  f ldy,  he was probably  about  my

size,  noL as heavy,  and was goj -ng a l l  the t ime.  He was a bal l

o f  f  i r e .  He  cou l -dn ' t  s t . and  to  s i t  i d l e .  He  a lways  had

tremendous gardens in the summer and tremendous orchards. He

I iked to  produce th ings.  There was just  someth ing about

growing someth ing that  was in  h is  b1ood.
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Where d id he obta in the water? Did he dr i l l  for  i t?

Bel ieve i t  or  not ,  he was probably  an ear ly  engineer  in  h is

own right. Above the ranch there on the Gage Catt le Company

was a spring called Garden Springs that had just produced

there for  years and just  run of f .  He made a deal  wi th  the

Gage people to  d i tch th is  waLer  approx imate ly  two and a hal f

mi les to  the ranch house.  He went .  up there and engineered

th is  d i tch which was about  ( ind icates d imensions)  th is  wide

and so deep.

That 's  about  twelve by twelve inches?

And he ran t.hat. water. I t  was enough water that. by the t ime

i t  got  to  the ranch house i t  was s t i l l  running seven or  e ight

gal lons a minute.  In  the route down f rom th is  spr ing to  the

house he bui l t  two huge d i r t  tanks in  h is  pasture.  So these

springs would run into the dirt tank and then run around. He

kept  these two fu l l .  On the second d i r t  tank he put  in  a b ig

valve at the bottom and cleared off about three acres out. here

by i t  and p lanted th is  grove of  f ru i t  t rees and put  in  th is

huge garden.  The only  th ing he ever  so ld commerc ia l ly  was

watermelons.  He had a reputat ion for  ra j -s ing these beaut i fu l -

I  remember as a k id  we used to take t ruck l -oads of  watermel-ons

( i nd i ca tes  s i ze )  l i ke  t h i s . . .

You' re ind icat ing two and a hal f  to  three feet  long.

. . . i n to  the  g roce ry  s to res  i n  Mara thon .  They  were  j us t  huge

watermelons. We used t.o take hay from the haystack and 1ay it

in  there so we could lay these watermelons in  there.  But .  we
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had tubs of water from the spring and this spring ran unti l-

they buil t  the new highway. The Gage people gave the

contractor  water  r ights  to  go in  there to  use the water .  They

got  in  there wi th  a bul - ldozer .  They were going to  open the

spr ing up wide and ru ined i t .

I n  e f fec t  t hey  c losed  i t  o f f ?

Tha t ' s  r i gh t .  So  t . ha t  ended  the  sp r ing  a f te r  twen t . y - f i ve  o r

th i r t . y  yea rs .  O f  cou rse ,  i n  t he  mean t ime  i t ' s  cos t  us  money

because  we 've  had  to  d r i 1 l  more  we1 ls  t . o  o f f se t  t he  l oss .  f

mean, i f  you have a spring that runs through two or three

sect ions of  ]and the cat t le  dr ink out  o f  i t . .  These two tanks

dr ied up because there was noth ing to  keep them fu l l  buL,  be

that  as i t .  Rdy,  that 's  where he got  a l l  the water .  Now,

bel ieve i t  or  not ,  we had suf f ic ient  water  at .  a  fa i r ly

reasonab le  dep th ,  bu t  we  j us t  had  to  d r i l l  f o r  i t .  We  s t i l l

have a lo t  o f  water ,  but  we just  don ' t  have the f ree wat .er

that  we had wi th  that .  spr ing.

M:  You have to  dr i l l  for  i t .  WouLd you th ink that  your

grandfather  in  des igning th is  d i tch system was a l i t t1e

unusua l  f o r  t he  t ime . . . conse rva t i on  w ise?

L :  We l - I ,  t ha t  d i dn ' t  end  h i s . . . t ha t  was  j us t  t he  beg inn ing .  He

went above the house where there was a big creek, which is

st i l l  there,  Reynolds Creek,  and he cut .  a  b ig  opening in  that -

by the wdy, aII this was done with teams and fresnos- and

spread th is  water  out .  over  a lo t  o f  the ranch land.  I t  worked

unt i l  i t  s topped up about  f i f teen or  twenty years ago.  He
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o f  t h i s  o l d

waLer around

n r l r

the

b i g  c r e e k .  H e  g o t  a  k i c k  o u t  o f

He was a  f rus t ra ted  eng ineer ,  f

L :

That 's  very in t .erest ing.  I  guess they had to  improv ise on

thei r  own wi thout  t .he ass is tance of  a  lo t  o f  sc ient i f ic  he lp

thaL a modern day rancher might. have available.

And  the  d r i 11 ing . . .we  j us t  d idn ' t  have  the  d r i l l i ng  r i gs .  You

didn ' t  have the mobi l i ty .  You d idn ' t  have a way to  c lear  the

1and to get the r ig to where you needed the water. Nowadays

if you want a well over here you take t.he bulldozer and go

ove r  the re ,  c lea r  t he  pa th ,  andyou  take  i t  i n .  You  d idn 'L  do

tha t  i n  t hose  days .

Do you have children who wil l  succeed you in managing t.he

ranch?

My number three son,  T im,  l ives down there now.  He basica l ly

runs the operat ion.  f  t ry  to  s tay out  o f  h is  ha i r  because I

f rus t ra te  h im .  ( I aughs )

Are you ret i red f rom ranching?

Wel l ,  I  just  sor t  o f  s tay in  the background.  I  l ike to  keep

my t .humb on the f inancia l  end,  but  T im real ly  does a real  good

job.  He runs that  and he 's  goL another  ranch leased below us

which k ind of  expands th ings for  h im.  He and h is  wj - fe ,  they

have three k ids,  l ive down there.  Basica l ly ,  the ranch

bui ld ings and everyth ing are just  l ike we found them. We've

maintained them and kept them up with the exception of one

barn t .hat  burned down.  We replaced i t ,  but  i t  doesn ' t  l -ook
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I ike the barn that  was there.  The bui ld ings are just  l ike

they were when my grandparents were there.

Did your grandfather build those buildings or were they there

when he bought i t?

Two of the buildings were there when he bought. One he buil t

and then the maln house he bui l t  for  them to l ive in .  I t

hasn ' t  go t  a  l oL  o f  rooms ,  bu t  i t ' s  a  huge  o ld  house .  He  and

a  ca rpen te r . . . he  d i dn ' t  have  a  se t  o f  p l ans ,  I  don ' t  t h i nk ,

but t.he story is that. he bought a carload of lumber. f t  was

taken down to Marathon by teams and wagons and he buil t  this

house .  f t ' s  two -s to ry .  The  ups ta i r s  was  neve r  f i n i shed

except  one end.  One end of  i t .  is  an at t ic  and the other  end

is  one  b ig  bed room.  I t ' s  goL  th ree  bed rooms ,  Lwo  ba ths ,  a

huge l iv ing room/din ing room, a b ig k i tchen,  and a b ig

screened porch on the f ront  and one on the back.  There 's  lo ts

of  l - iv ing space,  but  a l l  the rooms are huge.  The bedrooms are

s ix t .een by e ighteen and twenty by twenty.  ( Iaughs)  He

bel ieved in  room !  I t '  s  a  comf or tab l -e o l -d  house .  I t . '  s

bas i ca l l y  j us t  l i ke  i t  was .

You said he came f rom Beevi l le ,  Texas.  Do you know about  h is

background pr ior  to  Beevj -1J-e?

No.  No,  except  that  h is  mother  and fa ther  d ied and he was

lef t  to  ra ise h is  younger  brother ,  Clyde.  Excuse me,  1et  me

re t rac t  t ha t .  H i s  mo the r  d ied  and  h i s  f a the r  was  i l l  w i th

tubercul -os j -s-  le t  me get  the s tory  s t ra ight -  and he had h is

l i t t le  brother ,  Clyde.  The doctor  t .o ld  h im that .  h is  fa ther
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get  to  a  d r ie r  c l j -mate .  So he  had a  f  ew head o f  ca t t le

and C1yde started out br inging Grandfather,  coming this

way.  They got  as far  as DeI  Rio.  The cat t le  got  rea l  sore

fooLed and worn  ou t  and t i red . He knew he had to do

something, so he had enough money to put them on a rai l -  car

and come to a siding cal led Marat.hon. So he bought t .hat.

When they got here he just unloaded them and started south

because that was al l  open land down t .here and he could

homestead.

This was about  l -BB3?

1883.  That 's  when the brand was recorded at .  the cour t  house

w a s  l - n  l u u j .

What was his brand?

Y-cross-F.  So they just  headed south.  They made two or  three

st .ops in  route and f ina l ly  ended up at  the Rosi l - l -os,  main ly

because of the waLer. You see there was a spring down there

and they had a lot. of wat.er.

Would you expla in the brand,  Y-cross-F?

WeI l ,  I 'm  no t  su re ,  bu t  t he  s to ry  tha t  comes  to  me  was  tha t  Y

was  h i s  f a the r ' s  b rand ,  j us t  a  p la in  Y .  H is  m idd le  name was

Featherstone,  so down here he put  the F on at  the bot tom of

the  Y  and  ca l1ed  i t  a  Y -c ross -F .  Some peop le  ca l l  i t  a  Y -

Lazy -F ,  bu t  t he  fam i l y  has  a lways  ca I l ed  i t  a  Y -c ross -F .

We've just  cont inued to use i t . .  We reregis tered i t .  every ten

years and just  cont j -nue to  use the brand.

M:  Mr .  Lea ry ,  we ' ve  ta l ked  abou t  a  1o t  o f  t h ings .  f s  t he re
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any th ing  tha t  comes to  mind  in  your  reco l1ec t ions  tha t  you 'd

l i ke  to  ment ion  tha t  I  haven ' t  asked you about?

L :  No,  I ' ve  been a  very  fo r tunate  person hav ing  the  grandparents

tha t  I  d id .  They  were  grea t  peop le .  I  fee l  fo r tunate  to  have

had the background and the family t .hat we've had because they

l -e f t  us  a  t remendous legacy .  The fami ly  was a lways  we l l

respec ted  in  the  coun l ry .  I  jus t  fee l -  l i ke  we 've  been very

fo r tunate  to  l i ve  here  and to  have the  advantaqes  tha t  we 've

h a d .

We haven't.  ment. ioned your fat.her much.

grandfaLher ,  Luc ius But t r i l - l - .

We t.al-ked about your

My fat .her  was Francis  Leary and he was born in  Missour i .  He

came wi th  h is  parent .s  to  San Ant .on io,  [Texas] ,  but  I  don, t

know what year. He was with an oi l  f ield supply company in

Tampico,  Mexico back in  the la te I920s when my mother ,  who had

graduated f rom Lady of  t .he Lake Col lege in  San Antonio,  went

down t .o  Tampico Lo tu tor  f  or  a  f  ami ly  that .  was down there.

She was graduat.ed from college and she went down there to

tutor  these ch i ldren because there was no Engl ish t .eachers.

So they met. down in Tampico and then came out and married in

Marat.hon. So they stayed down there unti l  I  was probably two

and then they came back out to San Antonio. My dad went to

work for a company down there cal1ed Alamo Iron Works. They

made heavy machinery,  i ron,  and too ls .  He worked for  them

t i1 l  t he  day  he  d ied .  He  worked  fo r  t hem f rom !928  to ,

we l - l - . . . excuse  f l € ,  he  re t . i r ed  the  yea r  be fo re  and  he  d ied  i n
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L962.  He worked fo r  them fo r  th i r ty  o r  fo r ty  years .  He was

in  charge o f  the  branch o f f i ce  in  San Ange l -o  when he  d ied .  He

was never  invo lved in  the  ranch.  He d idn ' t  rea11y  care  fo r

i t .  ( l a u g h s )  g e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  c o u n t r y .

W e l I ,  M r .  L e a r y ,  f ' v e  t a k e n  a  l o t .  o f  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  y o u , v e

prov ided some good in fo rmat ion .  I 'm go ing  to  shut  the  tape

o f f  n o w .

End of Interview
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