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BrG BEND NATTONAL PARK ORAL HTSTORY PROJECT, L994

INTERVIEITEE/ADDRESS! Perry Brown,
79830 .  Phone :  915 -837-5238 .

INTERVIEW BY: John R. Moore

607 East  June,  A lp ine,  Tx.

D A T E :  M a r c h  2 3 ,  L 9 9 4 ,  d t  A l p i n e ,  T X .

IJENGTH OF INTERVIEW/LANGUAGE: L hour, L5 minutes/English

SUMI,IARY: Brown was superintendent of Big Bend National Park from
1962 unti l  he retired from the National Park Service in L967.
Brown, a California native, began work for the National Park
Service in the 1920s at Yosenite. He recalls neeting both Steven
Mather and Horace Albright. Brown discusses his park service
assignments at Yosemite, Grand Canyon, Mesa Verde, Mammoth Caves
and Big Bend.

Under his superintendency at Big Bend, Rio Grande Vil lage
htas completed, Chisos Basin accommodations were improved and
addit ional Park Service employee housing was constructed at
Panther Junction. Brown offers detai l  about Lady Bird Johnsonrs
visit  to the park in the 1960s, while she was First Lady, and the
rescue of a Boy Scout troop stranded on the Rio Grande. He offers
opinions on park service policy, personnel and park management
during his career and since his retirement, and he discusses his
perspective on the issue of preservation versus use.
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