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I'NIVERSTTY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO
ORAL HISTORY INSTITUTE

BrG BEND NATIONAL PARK ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, Lgg4.

TNTERVTEFEE/ADDRES8s Jane H. Bright, 3309 Boshan Dr., El paso,
Tx .  79925.

IIilIERVIEB BY: John R. Moore

DAIE: JuIy 4, 1994

LENGTE OF INTERVIEf,: t hour, 10 minutes/English

SuuuARy: Jane Henderson Bright was born and raised in the
Maravil las creek area, north of what is now Big Bend National
Park. She is related to the Roy and Hall ie st i t lwell  family. She
resided in the Big Bend/Black cap area from 1918 unti l  world War
I I .

Bright offers perspective on famity rife and hardships in
the Big Bend area. Her farnily once owned 14 sections of rlnch
Iand and controlled an additional L4 sections of Texas school
land in the Maravillas creek and Black Gap area. Her father was a
victirn of the spanish influenza epidemic Lnat kilred many
Americans in L9L9-2o. She relates her knowledge of her motherts
struggler ds a widow, to raise seven chirdren and maintain the
fanily ranching operation.

Bright provides a chitdfs perspective on growing up in the
area, particularly during the diff i lurt economic tin6s or tne
Great Depression. she discusses riving in Marathon and Alpine.
she recarrs her motherrs recolrectioni of rife in the Big Bend
during the Mexican Revolution, and she laments the depreJsion-era
purchase and sraughter, by the u.s. government, of hel familyrs
few remaining cattle

Bright.acknowledges a social segregat,ion between the arears
Anglo and Hispanic communities. she describes in detail her
raml]y home and.her parentsr earrier cow-camp residence in the
Rosil los Mountains.

.Br ight  was the f i rst  female to earn an aircraf t  p i lotrs
certif ication at sur Ross state college. she enlistedl in tn"
early stages of l{orld War II, in the Wornents Air service project
(wAsPs), washed out, and transferred to the wornen Army corps. she



has been a widow since Lgsz. she is a retired Er paso schoor
teacher.

NOTE:

Brightts interview contains sensitive comments
concerning her farniry and its lcinship with the stirlwerl
family. she suspects brands on her flrniryrs cattle were
changed to the Stillwel1 brand, and she -lleges noy
stilrwell took advantage of her motherrs poverty iir tne
purchase of eight sections of Henderson farnily tand.

She also guest ions the veraci ty of  HaII  St i l lwel l 's
pubrished crairns to having honesteaded the area around
today's sti lrwell store. aright says the sti l lwelr store is
rocated on a portion of the Henderson farniryrs former ranch
property.

Despite her crit icisms, Bright sti l l  maintains crose
relations with the StilIweII family.
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Big Bend Nat ional  Park
Oral  His tory  Pro ject

.fane H. Bright
By ,John R. Moore

J u l y  4 ,  L 9 9 4

lTh is  is  a l  B ig Bend ora l  His tory  pro ject  in terv iew wi th  Mrs.

,Jane Br ight  o f  E l  Paso,  Texas by,John Moore [on]  ,Ju1y 4,  1 ,994.

Mrs .  B r igh t r  | ou ' re  a  na t i ve  o f  t he  B ig  Bend  a rea .  T ,  d  ] i ke

you to begin by tel l ing'us about where you were born and when

and about your family and your recollections of growing up in

the Big Bend area.

Wel1,  my fami ly  l ived on Lhe Marav i l las [Creek]  and we had

four teen sect ions.  The land in  that  par t  o f  the country ,  r

guess in  a l l  over  Texas,  is  checkerboarded wi th  school  l_and or

ra i l road Iand.  we owned four teen sect ions and we managed

four teen sect ions,  which was twenty-e ight  sect ions,  a  good

spread.  But . ,  anyway,  r 'd  l ike to  te l - I  you a r i t t re  b i t  about

my mother  and fa ther .  My fat .her 's  people were f rom Tennessee.

He was the only  son of  a  merchant  and he had three s iscers.

His  name was?

,fohn sanf ord Henderson. And when he came t.o west rexas he

decided that  he wanted to  ]earn the ranching business.  He d id

not  want  to  take up the sLore business that .  h is  fa ther  was in .

His father had a partner and the partner, r think, murd.ered my

grandfather  and then marr ied h is  widow.  r  Lh ink that ,s  the

B :

M :

B :
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way it  worked, but, anyway, Papa came to west Texas and he

became a cowboy and then he got  a  job wi th  W.T.  Henderson

managing or  be ing the foreman of  one of  W.T.  Henderson,s

ranches down in  the Rosi l l -os.

Now, my mother  and her  fami ly  l ived in  Beevi l l -e .  And I

don ' t  know what  bus iness her  fa t .her  was in .  He was a real

s taunch church-goer ,  but  he was a lso a p layboy.  He and Granny

had three daughters.  He was my grandmother 's  second husband.

My grandmother  was Roy St i l lwel l 's  s is ter .  L : -zz: -e St i l lwel l

was  he r  name .  Tha t ' s  Came l l i a ' s  mo t . he r .  Now ,  L l zz i e  and  Mr .

Boyce got a divorce when my mother was nine. She was the

el -dest  o f  three g i r ls .  And my mother  had tubercul -os is .  We11,

when she got  a  d ivorce W.T.  Henderson and h is  wi fe ,  A1ice,  who

is  a l so  a  s i s te r  o f  Roy  S t . i 11we11 ,  A l i ce  S t i l lwe11 ,  one  o f  t he

older  ch i ldren,  they d idn ' t  have any ehi ldren at  that .  t ime,  so

they asked LLzz ie Lo send Camel l ia  to  them. And they sent  her

on  the  t ra in  on  a  s t re t che r .

And Camel-1 ia is  vour  mother?

My  mo the r .  They  sen t  he r  on  Lhe  t ra in  on  a  s t re t che r  t o  W.T .

Henderson and Aunt  Al ice.  Aunt  Al - ice had taken up Chr is t ian

Science f rom v is i t ing in  a home near  a peni tent iary .  One of

Roy St i l1wel l 's  brothers s to le  a horse and sk ipped the

coun t ry .  Somebody  had  to  take  the  rap  fo r  i t ,  so  W.T .

Henderson,  who had severa l  ranches,  sa id he would take the

rap.  So he was sent  to  the peni tent iary  for  two years.

Did th is  horse s teal inq occur  in  the Biq Bend area?M :
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Big  Bend area .

I n  M a r a t h o n  o r . . .

I  don ' t  know exac t ly  where .  f  never  knew the  de ta i l s .  I  was

quite young when I  was told this.  But,  anyway, when Aunt

A l - i c e  w e n t  t o  v i s i t  W . T .  H e n d e r s o n  w h i l e  h e  w a s  i n  t h e

penitent iary,  she st.ayed at a boarding house and she not iced

the harmony and the lovel iness of the atmosphere and got

acqua in ted  w i t .h  the  hos tess  and found ou t  the  hos tess  was a

member  o f  t .he  Chr is t ian  Sc ience Soc ie ty  o r  Foundat ion .  f t  was

i  n  t  h o  l . r o a i  n n  i  n n  n f  t  l r a  t . ' h 'vv r+ r . . r+ r r v  - , . r i s t i an  , . i . r r . u  re l i g i on .  And  so

Aunt  A l i ce  took  up  Chr is t ian  Sc ience.  That .  was  be fore  my

m o t h e r  w e n L  o u t  t o  l i v e  w i t . h  t h e m .  W e I 1 . . .

Th is  wou ld  have been,  Mrs .  Br igh t /  approx imate ly  what .  years?

I  wou ld  say  tha t  j - t  was  be fore  1885 because my mot .her  was born

i n  1 8 8 5 ,  s o  i t  w o u l d  b e  b e t w e e n  1 8 8 5  a n d  1 8 9 5 .  R i g h t .  O k a y ,

so  then they  ra ised Mother  and they  sent  her  to  schoo l  in  San

Antonio to Incarnate Word. And she met Papa when she was home

on vacat ion .  I  guess  he 'd  come to  town fo r  some bus iness .  He

was the  fo reman now on the  Ros i l lo  Ranch.

E x c u s e  m e .  M r .  W . T .  H e n d e r s o n ' s  r a n c h  w a s  i n  t h e  R o s i l l o s ?

Yes,  one o f  them was.  And one o f  them was in  the  For t

Dav is  Mounta ins .  And then he  had a  fa rm up here  in  the

v a I l e y ,  i n  E I  P a s o  v a l l e y .

A s  w e I I .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  R o s i l l o s  a r e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f

what  i s  now B ig  Bend Nat iona l -  Park .

B ig  Bend.  Yes ,  tha t , ' s  r igh t .  Qu i te  a  ways  by  wagon to  the

M
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ra i l - road.

At Marathon?

At  Mara thon.  f  mean,  i t  seems to  me l i ke  i t  took  f i ve  days .

And,  o f  course ,  the  roads  had to  be  ca t t le  t ra i l -s r  1zou know.

But ,  anyway,  Papa and Mother  were  mar r ied  in  J im Wi l -son 's

house there in Alpine. She was seventeen and he was about

twe lve  years  o lder ,  I  th ink .  And he  took  her  down in  the

Ros i l los  to  a  cow camp.  They  had to  cook  on  a  camp f i re  and

the i r  on ly  she l te r  was  an  arbor .  An arbor  i -s  four  po les  s t .uck

in  the  ground w i th  some Techugu iTTa s ta lks  La id  across  and

some debr is  on  Lop o f  the  Techugu iTTa s ta lks .  That  was  her

h o m e .

Wel l ,  Mother  rode w i th  Papa.  She d idn ' t  know any th ing

about  ch i l -db i r th ,  b i r th  cont ro l ,  and so  she to ld  me tha t  her

f i rs t .  p regnancy  ended in  a  miscar r iage ou t  in  the  f ie ld  wh i le

she had to  ge t  down o f f  o f  a  horse  and have th is  miscar r iage.

And so ,  I  guess ,  a f te r  tha t  she  had four  more  miscar r iages  and

then Papa dec ided tha t  the  bes t  th ing  fo r  her  t .o  do  wou ld  be

s tay  in  cow camp.

What year were they marr ied?

Stop the  th ing  and I '11  have to  f igure .  ( tap ing  s topped and

s tar ted  aga in)  They  were  mar r ied  in  1902.  Camel l ia  and John,

they  had seven l i v ing  ch i ld ren :  Jean,  who was chr is tened

Johnny,  bu t  she  changed her  name to ,Jean,  was born  in  l -904,

and then the  nex t .  g i r l  was  Camel l ia  and she was born  in  1905,

and then Tom Henderson was born  in  1908,  and J im was born  in

M :
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1-911 ,  and  then  Do l1y ,  I 9L4 ,  and  S tan ley ,  1 ,916 ,  and  .Tane ,  1919 .

Le t  me  c la r i f y .  We ' re  ta l k ing  abou t  W.T .  Henderson ,  who

ra ised your  mother  for  a  number of  years,  and h is  wi fe .  And

your  fa ther 's  name was a lso Henderson?

A co inc idence .

No re lat ion?

No re lat i -on,  buL they were very,  very good f r iends and papa

l -earned a 1ot  f  rom W. T.

You were ta lk ing about  l iv ing in  the arbor  or  hav in-  nnt  r r

a rbo r . . . d id  you r  pa ren ts  even tua l l y  ob ta in  a  home?

wel-l ,  they had two rock rooms and the dog run between them.

And one was for cooking and eating and the other one was for

s leep ing .  Tha t  was  bu i l t  i n  t he  Ros i l ] os  and  i t , s  s t i l l

there.  So that  was t .he i r  f  i rs t  home.

How long d id they l ive in  the Rosi l fos?

f  d o n ' t  k n o w .

Q u i t e  a  w h i l e ?

Q u i t e  a  w h i l e And  the  Bu t t r i l l - s '  we re  the i r  c l osesL

ne ighbors .

T h e  B u t t r i l l s '  w o u l d  b e . . .

Luc ius  But . t r i l -1  and Margare t  But . t r i l_1 .

Who'd be the grandparents of Tom Leary of Alpine today?

of Tom Leary. And then after papa and camel l- ia moved-

camell ia was my mother.  After they moved away from there r

think Papa bought a ranch up near Twenty-Mi1e twindl mi l- l -  and

then they eventual- ly sold i t  to Combs and then papa moved down

B :
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t .o  the Marav i l las.  He bought  a ranch f rom George Mi1 ler .

And that 's  where you were born?

Yes.  And,  I  th ink,  the last  three k ids were born t .here:

Do11y ,  S tan ley ,  and  I .

Tel1 me about  your  ear l iest  recol - lect ions of  your  home and

where i t  was locat .ed on the Marav i l - Ias.

Wel l ,  Papa d ied when I  was e ighteen months o1d and Mother

moved the three l - i t t . l -e  k lds to  San Antonio and put  us in  an

orphanage and the four  o lder  k ids scat tered.  L tzzy,

Grandmother ,  took two of  them. One got  a  job and one just  ran

wi ld ,  I  guess.  He was considered the b lack sheep of  the

fami l y  wh i l e  he  was  i n  h i s .  .  .

Your  o ldest  brother?

Yeah .

Did your  fa ther  d ie  of  nat .ura l  causes or  acc identa l?

No .  He  was  tak ing  a  he rd  o f  ca t t l e ,  d r i v i ng  a  he rd  o f  ca t t l e ,

to  Marathon to  sh ip and i t  was dur ing the Spanish i -n f luenza

epidemic.  He got  s ick on the t . ra i l  and somebody carr ied h im

into the Chambers Hotel in Marathon. And Doctor Worthington

didn ' t .  know how to do anyth ing except  prescr ibe aspi r in .  So

somebody came and told Mother that Papa was sick and they took

her to town. And we had a Mexican family there that. took care

of the family and t.he ranch while she was gone and he died

within a couple of days. But during that t. ime the Spanish

inf luenza touched everybody in  Marathon;  i t  le f t  the major i ty

of  the town wi th  one parenL -

M :
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That would have been durinq World War I at that t ime?

Yes .

You were born in  what  year ,  Mrs.  Br ight?

I t  was  r i gh t  a f te r  Wor ld  War  I .

1918 ,  19 . . .

Wel I ,  I  was e ighteen months oId,  so i t  must  have been

or  be tween  1 ,919  and  1920 .  I s  t ha t  r i qh t?

Yes ,  t ha t  wou ld  be  co r rec t .

O r  l l 9 l 2 t .  R igh t  i n  t he re  somep lace .

So there were a lot of deaths in Marathon from the

inf luenza?

B

M

B in  1 -920
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Spanish

Yes,  yes.  And Uncle Roy was even s ick.  Aunt  Hal - I ie  took

Unc1e  Roy  t . o  t he  Bu t t r i l l s ' .  They  were  l i v i ng  up  where  Tom

Leary ' s  ranch  i s  now.

That 's  about  f i f teen mi les south of  Marathon.

Marathon,  uh-huh.  I  t .h ink she had one ch i ld  then,  Roy,  and

she took Roy,  Sr .  to  the But t r i l - Is '  and they nursed h im back

t .o  heal th .  Aunt  Hal1 ie te l l -s  me that .  they d idn ' t  even te f l -

Uncle Roy that  Papa had d ied.

Now when we moved to the Maravil las, when Papa moved the

fami ly  to  the Marav i l las,  our  ranch headquar ters  was four

mi les or  f  ive mi les f  rom Roy St i l - lwel l - '  s  headquar ters  .  He

ranched in the Black Gap area and in Dove Mountain area and we

ranched r ight  around there.  Where Hal l ie  has her  t ra i ler  park

and store was our  land.  That  was our  horse pasture.  And i t

stopped just before you go through Dog Canyon and t.hen twenty-

M :



e igh t  sec t i ons  no r th  and  eas t .

Le t ' s  go  back  to  W.T .  f o r  a  m inu te .  A f te r  we  s tayed  i n

San Antonio in the orphanage for a couple of years Mother

moved back to Marathon and we l ived in town during the school

year and then at the ranch during the summer. And you asked

me to  g i ve  my  ea r l i es t  reco l l ec t i on  o f  ou r  ranch .  A l r i gh t ,

the ear l iest  recol lect ion I  can remember is-  I  must  have been

about  s ix  years o1d,  f ive or  s ix-  we would move to t .he ranch

and then we would move back to town in September. And we

always rented. We never owned a home. And that went on.

Being at  the ranch,  I '11 te l l  you,  summer at  t .he ranch was

heaven.  Stanl "ey and Do1ly  and f  were so c losely  kn i t .  I t .  was

I ike we were the only  people in  the fami ly .  And the four

o ldest  k ids never  l ived wi th  us,  ever ,  but  they would s tay

wi th us.  J im would l ive at  the ranch,  so he was there dur ing

the summer, but t.he three older ones than him, t.hey never

I i ved  w i th  us  aga in  as  a  fam i l y .  They  wou ld  come and  v i s i t ,

but  i t  was l ike a s t ranger  v is i t ing in  our  fami ly .  There was

a wal l  that  never  was penetrated between the four  o1der  and

the t .hree younger  k ids.  They resented us and we d idn ' t  know

why.  I t  was a sad s j - tuat ion.  To th is  day i t .  never  was

healed.  And only  one of  the four  o lder  k ids is  s t . i l l -  l iv ing.

The other three are gone. But, anyway, we would play paper

do l - l - s ,  r i de  s t i ck  ho rses ,  go  sk inny  d ipp ing ,  r i de  ho rses ,  w€

wou ld  v i s i t  w i th  the  S t i l lwe l l -  k i ds ,  and  t . hey  wou ld  v i s i t  w i th

us.  I t .  was three good meal-s  of  beans a day.  (chuckl -es)  we



didn ' t  know the d i f ference.  We thought  that  was good.  And we

carr ied our  water ,  and we had an outdoor  outhouse,  and we fed

the ch ickens,  and gathered the eggs,  and washed on a rub

board.  We d idn ' t  th ink that  was hard work.  We a l l -  had our

chores and we woul-d have l-ots of company. We had a salt house

behind our  house.  And we could l -ook out  across the h i l l  and

see a trai l  of dust coming down the road and we would say,

r rMamma! Yonder  comes a car ! r r  (chuck les)  And that  was greaL.

That was great entertainment because it  would be so seldom

that  we would see other  people,  except  Char l ie  Green,  who

I i ved  up  Lhe  road ,  and  the  S t i l lwe l l  k i ds .

So we d id th is  go ing back and for th  unt i l  I  was in  h igh

school .  Dol ly  had graduated f rom Marathon in  1932 and I  was

ready to  go inLo h igh school ,  so we moved to Alp ine and we got

a rooming house so Mother coul-d take in roomers and boarders.

And Do11y went to col lege and f went. to high school and

Stan ley  d id ,  I a I so ]  .  And ,  even tua l l y ,  t he  Depress ion  rea I I y

came on  rea l l y ,  rea11y  bad .  We s t i l I  d idn ' t  know we  were  poo r

as  d i r t .  I  mean ,  t he  k ids  d idn ' t .  I  neve r  hea rd  Came] l i a

sdy ,  r rNo .  You  can ' t  have  tha t .  We  can ' t  a f f o rd  i t .  "  I t  was

a l w a y s ,  " W e '  1 1  w a i - t  a n d  s e e .  ' l Very  op t im is t i c ,  ve ry

r e s o u r c e f u l ,  a n d  m a d e  u s  f e e l  s e c u r e ,  w h i c h  w a s  g o o d .  W e l } ,

eventua l l y ,  S tan ley  dropped ou t  o f  h igh  schoo l -  and jo ined the

Civi l - ian Conservat ion Corps. He was in the very ground work

o f  the  fnd ian  Lodge a t  For t  Dav is .

M:  Now Stan ley  is  an  o lder  o r  younger  b ro ther?



B : s t a n l e y  i s  b e t w e e n  D o l 1 y  a n d  m e .  H e ' s  t h e  s e c o n d .  t o  t h e  b a b y .

Af te r  the  emergency  was over ,  we]1 ,  s tan ley  came back  and

graduated  f rom h igh  schoo l .  Mother  le f t  us  a t  one po in t  and,

I  th ink ,  r igh t  a f te r  f  g raduated  f rom h igh  schoo l -  I  was

s ix teen-  and she sa id ,  'Now,  Janer  |ou  can e i ther  go  ro

co l lege or  you can suppor t  yourseLf .  "  And r  had gone to  h igh

schoo l ,  summer  and w in te r ,  fo r  th ree  years .  And i t  wasn ' t  an

e n j o y a b l e  p e r i o d  o f  m y  l i f e ,  s o  I  s a i d ,  , , 1 , 1 1  s u p p o r t  m y s e l f  .  "

so  r  go t  a  job  as  a  wa i t ress  work ing  fo r  f i f t y  cen ts  a  day  and

my lunch fo r  Ed Nev i l le  in  A lp ine .  we l - l ,  Mot .her  pu t .  us  in  a

l - i t . t ]e  f i f t .een  do l l -a r  a  month  ren t  house,  the  th ree  o f  us :

S t a n r e y ,  D o 1 l y ,  a n d  r .  s t . a n l e y ' s  o u t  o f  h i g h  s c h o o r -  n o w  a n d

h e  h a s  a  j o b  i n  a  b a r ,  C o p e l a n d , s  B a r ,  a n d  D o l 1 y , s  g o i n g  t o

c o l l e g e .  s h e  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  a  j o b .  A n d  f ' m  w o r k i n g  a s  a  f i l e

cl-erk at the court  house. And r rent one bedroom t.o three

col lege boys t .hat pay our rent.  And we get a hundred-pound

sack of f  l -our f  rom the wpA of f  ice. And papa Borl-and in

Mara t .hon,  who was the  Pos t  Master ,  gave us  a  g rea t  b ig  can o f -

w h a t  d o  y o u  c a l - I  t h i s ?  T w e n t w - f  i r r e  c r a l  l e n J

Probab ly .

Honey,  honey .  s tan ley  go t  h is  meafs  a t  cope land 's  Bar  and

Do1 ly  and I  l i ved  on  waf f les  and honey.  Do1 ly ,  I  guess ,

deve loped malnu t r i t ion .  Do l ]y  and r  were  the  readers  o f  the

chr is t ian  sc ience soc ie ty  in  A lp ine .  she  was the  f i rs t  read.er

and f  was  the  second reader .  we wou ld  take  tu rns  read ing

c i - ta t . ions  f  rom the  tex tbook  and the  B ib l -e .  And Do l l rz  s ta r ted

M :
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fa in t ing  wh i le  we were  hav ing  serv ice .  And r  wou ld  jus t  s tep

over in her place and she would be out on t .he f  l -oor.

(chuck les)  Some o f  the  lad ies  wou l -d  be  br ing ing  her  to  and I

wou ld  keep read ing  her  par t  and mine .  We1 l ,  Unc le  B i11y ,

U n c l e  W . T .  H e n d e r s o n ,  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  n e e d ,  s o  h e

es tab l i shed a  charge account  a t  Don Adam's  Mercant i le  fo r  us .

That  he lped Do l ly  a  lo t .

You were able to buy food.

We were  ab le  to  buy  more  than jus t  waf f les .  And Do11y s t .a r ted

perk ing  up  (chuck les)  and s t .opped fa in t . ing  on  us  dur ing  the

church  serv ice .  We had about  ten  in  our  congregat ion .  I

don ' t  know why they  asked us  to  read;  the  res t  o f  the

congregat ion  was adu l ts  and they  cou ld  have done a  much be t te r

job ,  bu t  we must  have read fo r  t .h ree  years .

M

IJ

So,  obv ious l y ,  you r  assoc ia t i on  w i th

originat.ed from your Aunt Alice?

Tha t ' s  r i gh t ,  t h rough  Mo the r .  And  I 'm

Sc ien t i s t .  I  t . r y  t o  ab ide  by  the  bas i cs .

rea l ized that .  I  was in  a no-win s i tuat ion.

Chr is t ian Science

s t i l l  a  Chr i s t i an

Wel- l - ,  Uncle Bi1 ly

So Do11y graduated

M

B

M

B

f r o m  c o l l e g e .

A t  S u l  R o s s ?

Yes.  And she sent  w i th  her  meager ,  meager  sa la ry -  she  go t  a

job  in  Ys l -e ta -  she  sent .  S tan ley  to  Durham Bus iness  Co l l -ege in

S a n  A n t o n i o .

And she was teach ing  a t  Ys le ta?

At  Ys le ta .  And St .an ley  was work ing  a t  a  job  and go ing  to

1 1
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bus iness  co l - lege,  Durham-  r  be l - ieve  i t  was  Durham Bus iness

co l lege-  and unc l -e  B i l l y  pu t  me in  a  roomingr  house in  E l  paso

and pu t  me in  bus iness  schoo l ,  Mrs .  Davenpor t ,s  Schoo l  o f

E x p e r i e n c e  f o r  S t e n o g r a p h e r s .  ( l a u g h s )  W h a t  a  t i t l e !

Where  was t .ha t  l -oca ted  in  E I  Paso?

I t  was  in  the  Nat iona l  Bu i ld inq .

Downtown?

Uh-huh,  on  Oregon,  downLown.  And a f te r  f  went  to  the  Bus iness

Col lege fo r  s ix  months  I  go t  a  job  fo r  a  Dr .  AuI t  and I  took

a room wi th  the  owner  o f  the  Bus iness  Co1 lege.  She 1 ived

r igh t .  o f f  o f  R im Road in  E l  paso.  she had so ld  t .he  Bus iness

Col lege and she was a  pubr ic  s tenographer  in  the  H i l ton  Hote l

downtown in  E l  Paso.  I  pa id  her  twenty - f i ve  do l la rs  a  month ,

ha l f  o f  my sa la ry ,  fo r  tha t  room and my break fas t  and a  r ide

downtown.  My lunch cosL f i f teen  cents :  i t  was  a  n icke l  fo r

a  ho t  dog and a  n icke l  fo r  a  g lass  o f  mi lk  and a  n icke1 fo r  a

scoop of ice cream. And that was my lunch everyday. And then

my boyfr iend took me out t .o dinner every night.  I  worked for

Dr .  Au l t  fo r  a  year  and I  was  ab l -e  to  save e igh ty  do l la rs .

A n d  I  a s k e d  D r .  A u l t  f o r  a  r a i s e .  f  c a l _ ] e d  h i m  a t  t h e  e n d  o f

the  year  and I  asked h im fo r  a  ra ise  and he  sa id ,  "No,  Jane.

I  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  t o  g i v e  y o u  a  r a i s e . "  A n d  I  s a i d ,  ' r T h e n  I , m

sending my keys down by Blanche, my 1andlady, in the morning.

I 'm ge t t ing  on  the  t ra in  ton igh t  and I ,m go ing  back  t .o  A lp ine

to  go  t .o  schoo l .  , '  Because work ing  fo r  f  i f  t y  do l la rs  a  month

f o r  D r .  A u l t  i t  d i d n ' t  s e e m  l i k e  a  w i n  s i t u a t i o n  e i t h e r ,  s o  I

I 2
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cal - led Uncle Bi I Iy  and I  to ld  h im I  was coming back to  Alp ine

F ^  ^ ^  F n  ^ n ] ' l  .L U  g u  L U  u u ] r e g e .

I  l ived at  the ranch and kept  t .he payro l l  for  Unc1e Bi l ly

that .  summer and went  Lo summer school - .  That  was in  t19 l  39.

And then in  the fa l -1  Uncl -e Bi1 ly  put  me in  Lawrence HaI l  there

at Su1 Ross and I l- ived up in the same room, in t.he corner

room, up on the th i rd  f loor  for  three years summer and winter .

That  was my home vacat ion t ime and aI I .  He to ld  the co l lege,

r rNow, I  want  you to  send me one b i I I  a  semester  for  tu i t ion

and room and board."  "Oh,  but  we don' t  do i t  that  way.  You

have to make out  three d i f  f  erent  checks .  "  r tNo.  I  want  one

b i l l  a  s e m e s t e r .  r r  A n d  s o  I  g o t  a  j o b  a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  w a y  i t

worked out.  And that.  dear man sent.  me through co11ege. And

T oof  a  - ioh  t .here  in  Lawrence Ha l - l  in  the  o f f i ce  fo r  SevenJ " *

dol lars  a month work ing in  the of f ice and I  took in  sewing

there in  dormi tory .  Inc ident ly ,  I ' rR an exper t  seamstress now.

WeI1,  I  graduated f rom col lege and t .hen my l i fe  s tar ted

as  a  sec re ta ry  and  a  p i l o t .  The  C iv i l i an  P i l o t ' s  T ra in ing

Course was offered in Sul Ross at t .hat. t ime and I was the only

g i r l  a t  Su l -  Ross  tha t  go t  a  p r i va t .e  p i l o t ' s  l i cense  the re .  A

l -ot  o f  the g i r ls  took Ground School  to  help the i r  s tup id

boyfr iends pass the test ,  but  none of  them took f ly ing.  And

Mr .  Caspar i s -  t h i s  i s  t he  h igh l i gh t  o f  my  co l l ege  s tay -  Mr .

Caspar is  was the f l ight  inst ructor .

Can you spel1 h is  name? Do you recal l?

C -A -S -P -A -R- I -S ,  I  t h i nk .  Tha t ' 11  do .
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That '  s  c l -ose enough.

John Caspar is .  He d idn ' t  th ink the f ie ld  was any p lace for

women and he resented my being there. He did everything that

he could th ink of  to  d iscourage me.  Every f l ight  we made was,

r r Jane ,  you '11  neve r  make  a  p i l o t .  You  m igh t  as  we l l  d rop

out . r r  And my response was a lways,  ' rMr.  Caspar is ,  I ' IT I  th ink ing

about i t  .  Just one more lesson and then I '  l - l-  l-et you know

what  I  dec ide.  "  And the nexL l -esson i t  woul -d be t .he same

th ing -  we l l ,  I  so loed  be fo re  any  o f  t he  n ine  boys  so loed -

because he thought i t  would scare me and I would drop out.

But  f  so l -oed and f  d id  a per fecL job of  take-of f  and landing,

so t .hat  d idn ' t  work.  And my f l ight  was a lways t .he ear ly

morning f l ight ,  which meant  I  was p icked up before dayl ight ,

serv iced the p lane,  checked i t  out ,  and then I  took my f l ight .

By the t ime I got through with that i t  was daylight. and I

wou ld  take  my  f  l i gh t .  We l - l .  .  .

May I  in ter rupt? Was th is  dur ing the ear ly  years of  Wor ld War

I I ?

Y e s .  W e 1 l ,  i t  w a s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  W o r l d  W a r  I f .

S o  i t  w o u l - d  h a v e  b e e n  i n  1 , 9 3 9  o r  [ 1 9 ] 4 0 . . .

I t  w a s  l A 9 l 4 t ,  I  b e l i e v e .

Early la9) 41, .

Uh-huh.  And the  c lass  had been go ing  on  fo r  about  th ree

semesters  when f  dec i -ded,  "Okay ,  I  w i l l  .  "  And when Mr .

Caspar is  ta l -ked  to  me he sa id ,  r rNow,  ' Jane.  There  are  t imes

when I  don ' t  even want  you ou t  here .  I f  you 've  go t  a  co ld
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women's  equi l ibr ium is  of f  anyway.  And 1f  you 've got  a  co ld

o r  t he  f l u  o r  any th ing  l i ke  tha t  don ' t  come ou t  he re .  I f  i t ' s

during your period don't come out here because of shaky

equ i l i b r i um.  "  ' rOkay ,  Mr .  Caspar i s .  "  We l1 ,  ( chuck l -es )  one  o f

the mal-e p i lo t  s tudents and I  would go out  there.  We would go

over  to  the Tol t .ec beer- io in t  and dr ink beer  and t .hen we would

go out  there just .  to  aggravate Mr.  Caspar is  because he

wouldn ' t .  Ie t  us even touch a p lane i f  he coul -d smel- I  beer  on

us.  WeI l ,  anyway,  one-  you ' re about  to  change?

Let  me change s ides of  the t .ape.

Okav.

End of Tape One

Side  A

Beginning of Tape One

Side B

We'  l l -  cont inue now.

One of  the mornings when Mr.  Caspar is  p icked me up we were

having an unusually strong spring wind. And we went out there

and we wenL through our  rout ine of  gass ing the p lane and

checking i t  out .  and everyth ing and he sa id,  ' rNow, Jane.  .  .  "  I

had about two hours of solo t ime at t.his t ime and it  was

mos t l y  t ake -o f f s  and  l and ings  and  c l imb ing  tu rns .  We l1 ,  t h i s

one morning he said, ".Tane, f want you to go up and I want you

M

B
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t o  do  you r  c l imb ing  tu rns  to  3 ,000  fee t  and  l eve l  o f f ,  and  do

a  one - tu rn  sp in  to  the  r i gh t  and  l eve l  o f f  a t  2 ,000 ,  and  do  a

one- tu rn  sp in  to  the  l e f t  and  1eve l  o f f  a t  1 ,000 ,  and  come

over  the f ie ld  and do a 7-20 power-of f  le t -down r ight  over  the

f ie ld ,  and make a landing.  "  Wel l  ,  lney,  c l imbing turns wou1d

have been an ass ignment  enough at  that  po int .  But  I  d id  my

climbing turns and I did my one-turn spins and I came in to do

my  7 -20  sp i ra l  l e t -down  ove r  t he  f i e ld .  And  you  do  tha t  w i th

the  th ro t t l e  back .  I n  o the r  words ,  t he  p lane  i s  i d l i ng .

Wel- l ,  when I  got  the bank of  the p lane the wind took the wing

down.  And i t  wasn '  t  turn ing.  I  coul -dn '  L  turn.  The

inst ruments were help less,  I  mean,  useless.  The pedals  and

the s t ick  were absolute ly  useless.  Noth ing worked.  And af t .er

I  used the pedals  as much as I  could and used the s t ick  back

and for th  I  saw that  noth ing worked and that  I  was get t ing

c loser  and c loser  to  the ground wi th  one wi -ng Iow.  And so I

took my feet  o f f  the pedal ,  o f f  o f  the rudders,  and I  took my

hands of f  o f  the s t ick ,  and I  pushed t .he throt t le  fu l l -

forward,  and put  my hands in  my fap and sa id,  "God,  I 'm

yours.  "  And the p lane l i f ted i ts  nose up and c leared the

telephone wj-res. And I came around and did a landing. Now,

t .hat  was a touchy s i t .uat ion.  Kasner ,  the mechanic ,  was

standing out there and the next student was st.anding out there

and Mr.  Caspar is .  And when Mr.  Caspar is  saw that .  I  was in

t rouble he ran to  the of f ice and put  h is  head down on h is  desk

wi th  one  hand  ^ -  t -  l - r a  nhnno  to  ca l l _  t he  f i r e  depa r tmen t  and  an
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ambul-ance. And t.hen he heard me land. Before I could turn

the airpl-ane motor off he was there at the door opening it  and

he grabbed me and said,  "Henderson,  that  was a good recovery. r l

( chuck les )  So  tha t  was  the  h igh l i gh t  o f  my  co l l ege  ca ree r .

As a p i lo t ,  have you f lown over  the Big Bend area a lo t  s ince

1 ,94 r?

No .  I t  became too  expens ive  and  I  pu rsued . . .my  f i r s t  t each ing

assignment  was in  Marathon in  1,945 and 1946 and Bi l l  Hard is

was  the re .  f  f l ew  w i th  h im  a  l i t t 1e  b i t  and  t . hen  I  f e r r i ed  a

plane for him once from Hobbs, [New Mexico] . And that was the

ex ten t  o f  my  f l y i ng .  WeI I ,  f  d id  j o in  the  WASPs .  And  I

washed out  o f  that  a f ter  pr imary and secondary.  That  sor t  o f

changed  my  th ink ing  abou t  f l y i ng  and . . .

O f  cou rse ,  t he  WASPs  we re . .

Women 's  A i r  Fo rce  Serv i ce  P i l o t s .

You used to feruy a l rcraf t?

They  towed  ta rge ts ,  t oo .  The i r  mo t to  was  r t l  a im  to  p lease .

You a im,  too,  p lease."  And that  was in  Avenger  F ie1d in

Sweetwater ,  Texas.

But  W.T.  Henderson was the nearest  that  I 've ever  known

of  a fa ther .  And whi le  there was not  a  lo t  o f  communicat ion

between us I  a lways fe l t .  l ike i f  r  ever  needed h im he was

the re .

His  ranch being in  the Rosi l los,  d id  Mr.  Henderson se l l -  to  Big

Bend Nat ional  Park?

No ,  he  so ld  tha t  ranch  wdy ,  way  be fo re . . . I  guess ,  when  Papa

F , .
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moved maybe he  so ld  i t  then .  I  don ' t  know.  Le t ' s  ta lk  about

R o y  S t i 1 l w e l l .

H a l l i e  S t i l l w e l l '  s  h u s b a n d ?

H a I l i e  S t i l l w e l l ' s  h u s b a n d .  ( p o i n t s  t o  p h o t o g r a p h )  T h i s  i s

H a l - I i e  S t i l l w e l l  i n  1 9 5 7 .  A n d  t h a t ' s  W . T .  H e n d e r s o n  b e t w e e n

t h e  t w o  l a d i e s .  A n d  t h e  o t h e r  l a d y  i s  W . T .  H e n d e r s o n ' s  t h i r d

w i f e .  S h e ' s  a n  E s p v .

E _ S - P - Y ?

T T l - , _ l - , r , 1 \  € r n *  F o r t  D a v i s .  A n d  t h i s  i s  U n r : l e  B . i  l ' l w ' s  s e c o n d/  ! ! v r r r  r  v !  u  u q v  L p .  n r l u  L r r ! o  r p  u l l v I 9  D L L L I  D

wi fe .  Tha t ' s  Be l I ,  Aun t  Be I l  B lack .  She  was  Aun t .  A l i ce ' s

Chr is t ian Science pract i t ioner  when Aunt .  A l ice passed on.  And

Uncle Bi1 ly  and Aunt  BeI I  marr ied af ter  that .

BuL, you know, we must have stopped going to the ranch

when I was about nine or ten. And even thouqh our ranch was

f ive mi les f rom Uncle Roy 's  ranch I  can never ,  ever ,  remember

Uncle Roy coming over  and say ing,  "Came11ia,  is  there anyth ing

f  can do to  help you?"  Now, f f iy  mother  used t .o  te l - I  us k ids

about  Papa coming in  f rom r id ing the range and say ing,  "WeI l ,

Came l - I i a ,  I  saw ano the r  C ross  L  cow nu rs ing  a  4L  ca f f . "  Now,

a running i ron is  someLhing that  is  a  p iece of  i ron about  th is

long (demonstrates d imensions)  and j - t 's  got  a  curve on one

end ,  so .  .  .

About twel-ve or eighteen inches long?

R igh t .  So  anyone ' s  tha t ' s  rea l  g i f t ed  can  rope  a  ca l f  on  the

rangfe,  bu i1d a f i re ,  and brand that  sucker  wi th  any brand that

he  wan ts  to  make .  Tha t ' s  why  Papa  wou ld  say ,  r r I  saw a  Cross

M
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L  cow nu rs ing  a  4L  ca l f .  "

And Cross L was your  fa ther 's  brand?

Was my daddy 's  brand.  And 4L eventual ly  became Roy 's  brand.

I  went  to  the cour t  house and l -ooked th is  up.  I  thought ,  r rYou

know,  tha t . ' s  s t range .  Tha t ' s  rea l -  s t range .  "  I  f ound  ou t  t ha t

Me t t i e  S t i l lwe l1 ,  one  o f  Unc l - e  Roy ' s  s i s t e r - i n - l aws ,  i n  1897

had  Lhe  C ross  L .  We1 I ,  Me t t i e  d i dn ' t  keep . . . t ha t ' s  abou t  t he

t ime when Papa star ted ranching for  h imsel f .  Met t ie  d idn ' t

stay in that country very long, so apparently she must have

sold some cat t le  to  Papa and Papa regis tered the brand,  but

dur ing t .hat  t ime Uncle Roy 's  brand was a s Iash,  a  4 ,  and a

s lash.  But  the same year  he regis tered 4L.  Now, I  don ' t  know

how Iong  he 'd  been  us ing  4L  be fo re  Papa  s ta r ted ,  you  know.  I

just  don ' t  know,  but ,  anyway,  th is  is  what  I  found in  the cour t

house in Alpine. But, you know, I thi-nk, now any cowboy could

carry  a running i ron.  Papa never  carr ied one.  He carr j -ed a

whiskey f lask,  but  Camel l ia  sa id he never  carr ied a running

i ron.  But ,  you know, i t  makes you wonder .

The Big Bend area and the Marav i11as Creek,  the St i11wel- l

c ross ing  a rea /  was  a  ve ry  w i l d  a rea ,  f ew  peop le . . .

A n a n  n h a h
v } / v r l  /  v t / u r r  .

How would you character ize those people-  your  fami ly ,  the

St i1 lwel l -s ,  and others-  very independent . ,  very s t rong-wi I led?

Wel l - ,  you see,  I  d idn ' t  have an oppor tuni ty  to  know Papa,  but

our  rancher  to  the nor th was Char l ie  Green.  He was a

bachelor. And during our growing up years he was l- ike a
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fa ther  to  us.  He d idn ' t  have any ch i ldren or  any re la t ives.

Uncle Tom Green,  h is  brother ,  I ived wi th  h im for  awhi le  and

then he passed on.  fnc ident ly ,  (po int .s  to  shel f )  these

g lasses  up  he re  were  Unc le  Tom Green ' s  g lasses .  Bu t  I  used  to

spend  a  l o t  o f  t ime . . . a l l  t h ree  o f  us  k ids  wouLd  take  tu rns

spending t ime wi th  Uncle Char l ie  Green.  And f  would ask h im

quest ions about  Papa.  And he sa id that  Papa was one of  the

only  men in  that  country  that  when they would be on a t ra in

taking a load of catt l-e to market. that Papa woul-d not

associate wi th  prost i tu tes or  get .  in  a gambl ing game.  And he

said he was the only one of t .he ranchers that he could

remember that  s tayed t rue to  my mother ,  to  the i r  wj -ves,  so

apparen t l y . . .  I  know Came l l i a  sa id  tha t  Papa  a lways  ca l l ed

men by their Mr. surname and he expected them to do the same

wi th h im.  And he a lways t .a lked to  h is  Hispanic  h i red hands in

Spani-sh and he wanted them t.o speak to him in Spanish.

Apparent ly ,  t .hen,  was i t  your  fa ther  and mother 's  be l ie f  t .hat

Roy  S t i l 1we l1  was  tak ing  advan tage  o f  t he i r  ca t t l e .  .  .

I t  would appear  that .  way.

Based on the regis t rat  j -on of  .  .  .

Of  the brands.  Now, eventual ly ,  Camel l ia  couldn ' t  pay the

taxes on our  ranch.  Dur ing RoosevelL 's  f i rs t  term when the

Depress ion was so bad he would send people out  to  the ranches

like ours, which was dry. We were having a drought t.hen and

we couldn ' t  get  money for  feed and the cat t l -e  were poor  and

sick and dy ing.  So these government  men woul -d go out  to  the

B :

M :

B :
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B :

ranch and round up the catt le and shoot them and burn them and

give us seven dol lars  a head,  which was bet ter  than having a

corpse,  you know, on your  hands.  So we had a ranch that  was

withouc stock and no way of income / '  no one wanLed t.o lease it .

because  the re  wasn ' t  any  g rass  on  i t .  And  so ,  even tua l l y ,  we

lost  the ranch f rom taxes.  But  in  look ing over  the records in

the cour t  house,  i t  wasn ' t  on ly  taxes.  Apparent ly ,  a  couple

of  sect ions were taken for  taxes and then Roy and Hal l - ie

bought the rest. for two hundred and sixty-f ive dol-Iars a year

fo r  t en  yea rs .

Bought that from your mot.her?

From my mother .  Now, that  doesn ' t  add up t .o  very much money,

but  I 've heard Aunt  Hal - l ie  say in  one of  her  speeches,  "My

husband  and  I  homes teaded  a l l  o f  t h i s  l - and . "  We l - l - ,  I  don ' t

know who they bought the Dove Mountain Ranch from, but they

bough t  ( coun t i ng  on  f i nge rs )  one ,  two ,  t h ree ,  f ou r ,  f i ve ,  s i x ,

seven,  e ight  sect ions f rom Came1l ia .  Now, s ix  hundred and

fo r t y  aces  t imes  e igh t  i s  a  good  p iece  o f  1and .  P lus ,  t hey ' ve

got .  contro l  o f  the checkerboard sect ions in  between that  were

schoo l  l ands .  And  $265  fo r  t en  yea rs  wou ld  be  $2 ,560 .  Now,

th i s  i s  my  mo the r ' s  unc fe  tha t . ' s  do ing  th i s ,  so  i t  seems  so r t

o f  s t range  tha t  an  unc le  wou ld  do  tha t  t o  a  n iece .  I  don ' t

understand i t .  Now, when Mother  rea l ized that  th is  was going

to come about  she got  us k ids in  1939-  and I  th ink he bought

i t  in  1940-  she got  us to  deed our  par t  o f  the ranch t .o  her .

In  addi t ion to  these e ioht  sect ions?M :
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M .

B :

These  a re  the  sec t i ons .

Okay,  inc l -ud ing those.

Yeah.  So the k ids couldn ' t  come out  and say anyth ing,  r rYea"

or  "Nay."  f  mean,  w€ had no r ight  a f ter  we s igned t .he deed.

So,  I  just ,  you know, I  wish I  had been o lder  and more aware

o f  t . he  s i t ua t i on .

The t imes,  the Depress ion,  r ight  before Wor ld War I f ,  people

had to do desperate th ings,  I  guess,  to  surv j -ve and people

took advantage of  o thers who were more desperate than they,

perhaps.  Would you agree?

I  cer ta in ly  would agree.  I  can ' t .  understand what  woul -d

mot . ivate someone to do that  to  t .he i r  own refat ives,  especia l ly

since they knew Camell ia from the t ime she was born unti l  this

happened.  But ,  you know, ,John,  f  can ' t  say that  th is  is  what

happened because I was too young and too unaware to know.

But. in looking back to the records and knowing what you do

know ra i ses  l o to  n f  n , rac l - i cns  abou t  mo t i va t i ons  and ,  maybe ,

e v e n  y o u r  m o t h e r ' s  t h i n k i n g .

Y e s -  T ' m  c n l i t e  s u r e  a  l o t  o f  t h a t  w a s  h e r  i n f l u e n c e  b e c a u s e

was heresay  as  fa r  as  f 'm concerned.  I  d idn ' t  know any

th is  tha t  was  go ing  on .

D id  these e igh t  sec t ions  inc lude the  Doub le  Wel ls .  .  .

No,  i t  d idn ' t .  Those  e igh ty  ac res  were  o f f  t o  t hemse lves  and

they were surrounded by Pope and Green and those people.

Combs . . . f  don 'L  know  i f  Combs  had  any  l and  t he re .

So your  mother  ret .a ined ownership of  the Double Wel ls?

M :

B :
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B : of  the Double wel - ls .  And af ter  the fami ly  got  down to three

daughters and a son,  wel l ,  they were b lack- topping that

s t retch of  road f rom Marathon to  pers immon Gap.  And th is  road

construct ion company wanted to  lease water  or  buy and we sol_d.

So ld  tha t  e igh ty  ac res  w i th  the  we l l s?

Uh-huh .

So today your family owns no property?

No proper ty  down there.  r 've taken my t ra i ler  and I 've gone

down to Dat ie 's  numerous t imes and r  would say,  ' rDat ie ,  p lease

se l l -  me .  .  .  r r  F i r s t  r  s ta r ted  ou t  w i th  one  sec t i on ,  Lhen  ren

acres,  t ,hen f  ive acres,  and then one acre.  'No,  , fane,  [o .  "

The answer was a lways,  "No.  "  But .  Son and I ,  we rode a jeep

down t .he Marav i l las,  across the f fa t ,  and up the Marav i l las as

far as we could, and then we wal-ked over to where our ranch

house stood.  our  ranch house consis ted of  a  f ront  porch,  two

adobe wal l -s ,  and then two rooms bui l t  on the back of  the adobe

wall-s; one was a kitchen and one was a bedroom and then behind

that  was a b ig adobe room. And we car led that  the sar t  House.

What type of roof?

I  be l i eve  i t  was  co r ruga ted  t i n .

F lat  or  peaked?

No,  peaked .

Is  that  house st i l l  s t .anding?

No.  Love owns that  proper ty  now.  Ben Love that  ranches r ight

outside of Persimmon Gap towards Marathon owns that property

now. And he had a l l  o f  the s t ructures taken down,  except  for

M :

R .

M :

B :

M :

B :

M :

B :

M :

B :
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M:

M :

Lhe pen.  What  remains of  the pens are s t i l_ l  s tanding.

Are they rock pens?

No,  wooden pens.  But  that 's  the only  th ing.  And a t rough

there,  which is  dry ,  and then we had a b ig cement  tank e ight -

fee t  deep  and  f i f t een - fee t  ac ross .  And  tha t ' s  s t i l l  s tand ing .

Is  that  suppl ied by a windmi l l?

Yes ,  bu t  I  don ' t  know i f  t he  w indmi l l ' s  wo rk ing .  I  don ' t

be l i eve  i t ' s  i n  ope ra t i on .

The summers you spent there and your visits as you grew

o l -de r . . . d id  you  eve r  go  down  in  to  wha t  i s  now B ig  Bend  Park

much?

Oh ,  yes .

Tel1 me about .  some of  your  ear ly  recol lect ions of  the Chisos

Bas in  o r  Cas to lon  o r  Boqu i l l as .

We would throw a couple of  sk i l le ts  and a cof fee pot  and t .wo

or  three bed ro l l -s  in  t .he car  and we would take of f  and we

would go down in there. And then many summers we would go

down to Langford 's  Hot  Spr ings and Mother  would take the baths

down t .here.  ( Ieaves in terv iew area t .o  ret r ieve memorabi l j -a)

These are my canis ters .  (po ints)  We would go down there and

take the baths.  There are the four  o lder  k ids.  Aren ' t .  they

beaut . i fu l?  They got  to  wear  whi te  s tarched c lo thes down at

the  ranch.

So you camped a 1ot at Hot

W e l l ,  w e  d i d n ' t  c a m p  t h e r e .

t h a t  w a s  l i k e  c a m p i n g .

Spr ings?

We rented one of those rooms and

B :

M :

B :
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B

R i g h t .

(po in ts  to  photograph)  That ' s  my mother .  And my mother  wou ld

t a k e  t h e  b a t h s .

She obvious ly  bel ieved that  the hot  spr ings were curat ive?

I  th ink she went  down there just  to  get  away f rom the house.

This  is  Papa and Mother  on horseback.  (po ints  t .o  photograph)

At the t ime you went to Hot Springs, was Maggie Smith running

the s tore and post  o f f ice there or  was l ,angford s t i l l  there?

Langford was there.

What do you recall  about Mr. l ,angford?

He was enter ta in ing.  He was an educated gent leman and h is

wi fe  was }ovely .  And the two young boys,  Leroy and-  oh,  I

can ' t  th ink of  the youngest  one.  Leroy was next  to  the

youngest  and then there was an a lb ino ch i ld  af ter  Leroy.  And

we would p lay toget .her .

An a lb ino ch i ld?

Uh-huh. He was very, very white and had pink eyes and had to

stay out  o f  the sun.  This  is  Papa (points  to  photograph)  and

I 'm on o ld Pr ince cry ing and the horse is  ne ighing and Papa's

Iaugh ing .  And  tha t ' s  t he  on l y  p i c tu re  I  have  o f  me  w i th  Papa .

Here ' s  ano the r  p i c tu re  o f  Papa  and  Mo the r .

Do you recal }  a t  Hot  Spr ings.  .were there a number of  people

there at  the t ime t .hat  vou v is i ted?

Oh,  yeah .  I t  was  a lways  fu l } .

Were they most ly  loca]  people or  t ravelers?

Yes ,  mos t l y  1oca l . . .A lp ine  and  Mara thon  peop le . Wel- l - ,  most ly

M
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B :

Alp ine .

And they would come down and spend days?

The twenty-one days.

Twenty-one days.

That was the course. And you would go in t.here and you would

f i I I  t he  tub ,  i t  was  a  cemen t  t ub ,  and  you 'd  f i l l  t he  tub  w i th

water and you would stay in the water X number of minut.es and

then you would roI I  up in  a wool  army b lanket  and sweat .

(chuckles)  And aI I  th is  t ime you were supposed to dr ink ing

that  water .  They l iked t .hat  .  I  guess i t  c l -eaned out  the i r

system. I  don ' t  know what  i t  d id .  ( laughter)  I t .  made them

sweac,  anyway.

Did people soc ia l - ize a 1ot  there at  Hot  Spr ings?

Oh,  yes.  We would have f ish f rys and,  yes,  we would share

food and s i t  out  under  the arbor  and ta Ik .  The k ids were

always out of the way playing and f ishing and swimming.

was  fun .

A n r r  r o r . n l  I  c r . f  i  n n q  n f  R o r r r r  i  
' l  ' l  

a q  T c : r a q ?
/  r  e r l s v  '

Oh,  yes . . .Cha ta  and  Juan  Saba .  We  wou ld  go  i n  t he  ca r  j us t

go down there and eat sometimes. Not oft.en, maybe once

summer.  And Chata was a lways g lad to  see Mother .

She ran a sma1I  restaurant?

M :

B :

M :

B :

M :

t r .

rt.

M :

Yes ,  she  d i d .  One  o f  he r  g i r 1s . .

ch i ldren and ra ised t .hem. And

prepare  the  food  fo r  us .

r . 1 l - - ^F  t s - . * ^  ^ . t r  fOOd?v r r r a L  L y l j s  v !

f  th ink  she adopted  a  lo t  o f

one of her dauqhters would
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M :

B :

M :

B

Mex ican food.

What ,  spec i f i ca l l y ,  do  you remember?

Ench i ladas  and beans and tacos  and th ings  l i ke  tha t . .

They were except ional ly good food?

o h -  v e s -  T h e  r e a l  f l a v o r .  S o m e t i m e s  w e  w o u l d  d a n c e  t h e r e .v L t  t  r  " -  
.

A n d  a f t e r . J u a n  d i e d ,  w e l - l ,  w e  c o u l - d n ' t  p l a y  t h e  p l a y e r  p i a n o

or  have any  k ind  o f  en ter ta inment .

This was Juan and Chata Salada you said?

U h - h u h .

S - A - L - A - D - A ?

'Juan Sada.  Juan and Chata  Sada,  S-A-D-A.

S - A - D - A ,  o k a y .

S a d a .  r r D r t i s  l p r o n o u n c e d ]  a s  t r t h . r r  A n d  C a m e l  B a r k e r  h a d  a

house down there and then Lhe . Iohnsons'  were near there. And

the Danie ls '  and the Greens '  l ived at  Dugout ,  so the Greens '

would come down and we would visit .  Sometimes we would have

a dance at  Dugout .

Dugout . .  Do you reca1I  there were s t ructures there?

Yes,  there was a school  house there.  And Pap and Mol l j -e  Green

lived there and they had lots of chi ldren: ,Jack and Wayne and

Ruby and Wi l l ie  and L i l ly  and Aaron and (chuckles)  I  don ' t

know how many others.

Most  of  the people,  excepL the Sadas '  that  you ment . ioned,  are

Ang1o.  What  was your  re la t ion,  o t  your  fami ly ,  or  o ther

people 's  re la t ions wi th  the Mexican-Amer ican communi ty  or  t .he

Mexi -cans f rom south of  the r iver?

M
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B : We11,  we were  cer ta in l -y  segregated .  Chata  accepted  my mother .

My mother was always wi l l ing to help anyone who needed help as

far  as  tak ing  them to  a  doc tor  o t  leL t ing  them s tay  a t  our

house in  town wh i le  they  recupera ted  f rom someth ing  or  l i ke

tha t .  Bu t  we were  cer ta in ly  segregated .  There  was no  in te r *

rac ia l  communica t ion  go ing  on  aL  tha t  t ime.

In  ta lk ing  w i th  o t .hers  and ask ing  them about  the i r

r e c o f l e c t i o n s  o f  B o q u i I l a s  o r  C a s t o l o n ,  m a n y  t e l - 1  m e  t h a t  t h e y

se l -dom went  there ,  so  they  rea l l y  d idn ' t  have much connect j -on .

Woul -d  tha t  be  a  fa i r  assessment  in  re la t ion  to  the

segrega t i on . . . you  j us t  d idn ' t  go  to  the  Mex ican  commun i t i es

o f ten  o r  mos t  peop le  d idn ' t ?

Wel l ,  Mother  and Chata were very,  very good f r iends.  As I

recall ,  one of t .he daughters was pregnant and she was having

a real  bad hard t ime wi th  her  pregnancy and,  I  th ink,  she

s tayed  a t  ou r  house  fo r  a  wh i l e .

In  Marathon or  A lp ine?

In Marathon.  Now, that 's  a  vague recol - Iect ion,  but  I  know

that  Mother  d id  help one of  her  daughters.

So that  may have been a l i t t . le  b i t  a typ ica l ,  not  a  normal

s i t ua t i on?

Uh-huh .

Did you ever  go up in to the Chisos Basin area,  now,  what  is

t .he focal -  po int  o f  B io Bend Park?

N o .

There  was no  access  there  un t i l

M :
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B Whit ie  T.  Burnam, I  th ink,  owned that .  And Uncle Char l ie

owned wade canyon and the country around wade Canyon. r think

he bought i t  from Bob Serner, Uncl-e Charl ie Green. And mrz

sister and r went down there and spent christmas holidays one

v F ,  T

At  t he  Greens '?

At. the Greens -

At. Dugout?

No ,  no .  No ,  t h i s  i s  a  d i f f e ren t  f am i l y  o f  Greens '  Th i_s  was

Char l ie  Green,  who l ived up the Marav i l_ las.  For  a whi le  he

owned Wade Canyon Ranch. And we went down there and spent the

Chr i s tmas  vaca t i on .

You were ta lk ing ear l - ier  about  cat t le  and running i rons and

brands.  One person to ld  me that  i t  was common for  ranchers co

shoot Mexicans and leave them laying if  they were caught on

the i r  p rope r t y  because  they  were  suspec ted  o f  rus t l i ng .

I  was not  aware of  that ,  buL I  do know that  rust l ing went  on.

And Pancho Vil la raided t.hat. country around t.he Maravil las and

his  army drove a1l -  the cat t le  back across.  And Papa and the

rest of the men formed a posse and went back over t.here to

dr ive the i r  cat t le  back.  Now, th is  was way before my t ime,  I

th ink,  because I  th ink Camel l ia  had only  the four  o lder  k ids.

I  don ' t  t h i nk  she  had  us  ye t .  Bu t ,  anyway . . .

Your  fa ther  would have been there dur inq the Mexican

Revolut ion?

Yes .

M
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And the Glen Spr ings Raid was in  1915.  .  .

Yes .

. . . pe rhaps  the  mos t  f amous  o f  t he  ra ids  and  tha t  o f  Boqu i l l as

^ F  F 1 ^ ^  f . iq  L  u r r e  p q r l r s  u  i l T l e  .

Bu t  Papa  t o l - d  Came l - I i a . . . he  gave  he r  a  30 -30 .  I  t h i nk  i t  was

aWinchesLer ,  I  don ' t  know.  Bu t ,  anyway ,  he  gave  he r  t h i s  gun

and  he  sa id ,  "Came l l i a ,  don ' t  go  to  s leep  a t  n igh t .  You  s i t

up a l l  n ight  long.  I f  you have to  s leep a l l  day do i t ,  but

don ' t  go  t o  s l eep  a t  n i gh t .  I f  you  hea r  any th i ng . . . shoo t . "

So one n ight  Mother  was s i t t ing up wi th  the gun across her  1ap

and  she  hea rd  th i s  c lop ,  c1op ,  c lop ,  c lop  o f  ho rse ' s  hooves  on

the  h i l l  where  the  house  was .  She  sa id ,  I 'Who 's  the re?"  And

he d idn ' t  answer.  She said that .  t .hree t imes.  And by that

t ime the r ider  was pret ty  c lose,  so then he heard her  pu l1 the

hammer  back  and  he  sa id ,  r rDon ' t  shoo t  Mrs .  Henderson !  I t ' s

Mr .  Penrod ' r -  o r  wha teve r ,  I  can 'L  th ink  o f  t . he  name o f  t he

rancher -  "Don ' t  shoo t  Mrs .  Henderson ! "  And  so  Came l l i a  sa id ,

" I t ' s  a  good  th ing  you  ca I l ed  ou t  when  you  d id . "

Le t  me  change  tapes ,  Mrs .  B r igh t .

End of Tape One

Side  B
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M :

Beginning of Tape finro

S ide  A

Mrs .  Br igh t ,  in  re la t ing  th is  exper ience about  your  mother  and

the neighbor r iding up in the dark and apparent ly dur ing the

t ime o f  the  Mex ican Revo lu t ion ,  tha t  i l - lus t ra tes  to  me tha t

\ / n r r r  m n l -  h o r  rwas a very s t rong-wi11ed,  independent  person

hersel f .  You ta lked about  other  women in  the Big Bend area in

t.hat t ime that you knew or that. you had been tol-d about.. Were

women of  the era unique? Did they have to  under take some

r l i  € € a r a n f  = n n 1 g 3 c h e s  t O  l i f e  i n  O r d e f  t O  S U f v i V e ?*_Y_v,

Yes,  I  be l ieve t .hey were,  buL I  th ink my mother  was one of  the

mos t  ou t s tand ing  women  tha t  f ' ve . . . o f  cou rse ,  eve ry  ch i l d

th inks  the i r  mo t .he r  i s .  And  i t . ' s  so  reward ing  to  me  and  i t ' s

such a compl-ement to me when I go in t.he Marathon-Alpine area

and I  meet  people that  I  haven' t  seen in  a long t ime.  They

remind me or  te I1 me how much I  favor  Camel l ia .  And that 's

a lways such a complement  to  me and that 's  one of  the th ings

that  f  look forward to  about  go ing back to  t .hat  p lace.

They '11  sdy ,  "Oh ,  you  a re  exac t l y  l - i ke  you r  mo the r . r '  I f  I

coul -d just  have the character  that  she musL have had.  Of

course,  she d idn ' t  pass away unt i l  she was seventy- two.  She

passed  away  i n  [ 19 ]57 ,  so  she ' s  been  dead  qu i t e  a  wh i l e .  Bu t

j - t '  s  n ice f  or  people to  te l l -  me t .hat  .

She so ld your  ranch proper ty  in  1-940 and she d ied in  1957.

Did she res ide in  Aln ine?

B :



B : No,  she  l i ved  i n  ca l i f o rn ia  w i th  my  o ldes t  s i s te r .  And  then

my husband and I  went  out  to  Cal i forn ia in  [19]  55.  We went  to

Cal i forn ia and I  had the two I i t t le  boysr  pre-schoolers,  and

my husband worked in a jewelry store for awhile and then he

bought his own and I taught school-. And Mother t ived with us

while I taught school and then on weekends she would go to

Cul-ver  Ci ty  and v is i t  my o lder  s is ter  for  the weekend just  to

get  away f rom the k ids,  I  guess,  and us.  My husband got  s ick

in  1 ,957 .  I t  was  a  te rm ina l  case  o f  cance r .  And  h i s  f am i l y ,

there were twel -ve s ib l ings in  that  fami ly ,  h is  fami ly  s tar ted

coming in at our house by the threes and fours at a t j-me and

Mother said that she was going t.o come back to El paso and

stay wi th  my other  s is ter  and take my two l i t t l_e boys she sa id

unt i l -  the dust  c leared.  So we packed her  bags and she went  to

culver cit .y and had the plane t ickets and reservations and she

got  s ick and d ied.  I  guess she had a s t roke or  someth ing but ,

anyway, she died within two or t.hree days. And then my

husband died two and a half weeks later. That. was a very

t ry ing t ime for  me,  but  f  surv ived.

Tel- l  me about your husband, how you met. you mentioned he

graduated f rom sur  Ross wi th  a teaching cer t i f icate.  where

did you meet your husband?

We11 ,  I  d idn ' t  mar ry  h im  un t i l  a f t e r  t he  war .  f  was  a l so  a

WAC. After I washed out of the WASPs I went into the WAC and

I  was  en l i s ted  i n  t he  Womens 'A rmy  Corps .  And  a f te r  I  was

discharged from the army during the emergency of world war rr

M :
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I  went  to  Mara thon and s ta r ted  my teach ing  career .  And then

f rom Mara thon I  went  to  Torn i l lo  and taught  schoo l  there .  And

I  met  my husband there  on  a  b l ind  da te .  He was f rom Nor th

Caro l j -na  and he  had es tab l i shed a  jewe l ry  sLore  in  Fabens.

And his name?

C h a r l i e  B r i g h t ,  B - R - f  - G - H - T .  P e o p l e  s a y ,  r r A r e  y o u  r e l a t e d  t o

L u k e  B r i g h t  i n  M a r f a ? "  A n d  I  s a y ,  r r f  w i s h .  "  ( c h u c k l e s )

I  don ' t  know Luke Br ioh t .

O h ,  h e ' s  o n e  o f  t h e  r i c h e s t  p i o n e e r  f a m i l i e s  i n  P r e s i d i o

County. And whenever the highway patrolmen stop me in t .hat

a r e a  t h e y  s d y ,  ' r N o w ,  M r s .  B r i g h t .  .  .  "  f  t h i n k ,  I ' H e r e  i t

c o m e s .  r r  I ' I  k n o w  y o u ' r e  a  m e m b e r  o f  a n  o l d  p i o n e e r  f a m i l y  h e r e

a n d  I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  g i v e  y o u  a  t i c k e t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  p l e a s e

s low down.  "  (chuck les)  r rokay ,  t .hank  you,  s i r . I '  And I  go  on

my mer ry  way w i th  a  warn ing  thanks  to  Luke Br igh t ' s  ch i ld ren .

He has a daughter named .Tanie.

So you ' re somet j -mes confused as.

L957 ?

S o  M r .  B r i q h t  d i e d  i n

Uh-huh .  Bu t  Mr .  B r igh t  d id  a  ve ry  w icked  th ing .  Mr .  B r igh t .

marrj-ed me when he was already married and he had put his wife

in  the insane asy lum in  San Antonio.  So when I  found that  out

f  was  p regnan t  w i th  my  younges t  son . . . seven  mon ths  p regnan t .

When I found that out I knew that I was going to raise my two

sons by mysel f  and,  I  guess,  nature or  someth ing just  took

ca re  o f  t he  s i t ua t i on  because  one  day  I  t o ld  h im ,  I ' I 'm  f i l i ng

sui t .  for  d ivorce. r r  And three months l -a ter  he was gone,  so i t

B :



worked out .  He le f t  me j -n  a very sad s i - tuat ion f inancia l ly .

L i ke ,  he  gave  me  a  $1 ,500  i nsu rance  po l i cy  and  abou t  $30 ,000

worth of debts, but f overcame all  of that adversary and I

never  d id  remarry.

And you returned to El  Paso?

r  returned to  El  Paso eventuar ly .  widows make drast ic

decis ions when the i r  husbands d ie.  And r  remember my mother

shipping us of f  to  san Antonio and st ick ing us in  the

orphanage,  not  for  adopt ion,  but  just  as a hold ing tank,  and

f f ie ,  two years o l -d .  I  d idn, t  want  to  do that .  to  my k ids,  so I

made up my mind that r was going to stay r ight. t .here unti l  r

fe l t  r ike my head was on s t ra ight  and r  could th ink s t ra ight .

And by the t ime r had my equir ibrium my boys didn, t want to

l -eave.  Now, we had a house in  Fabens that  was c lear .  r  mean,

r  had a home to go,  but  they d id not  want  to  leave ca l i forn ia,

so r  sLayed there unt i l  the youngest  was e ighteen.  And then

f  went  through some v€r l r  very t . ry ing t imes wi th  those k ids,

those two boys, during the teenage years. when .Tohn turned

e igh teen  I  sa i d ,  "Ad ios .  I '  m  go ing  back  t o  E I  paso . , ,

But  one th ing r  want .  to  say about .  t .he s t i l rwel rs .  o f  a l - l -

of the people in my acquaintance r do not, know a more loving

fami ly ,  a  more c losely  uni ted fami ly ,  than they are.  They

stand by each other  regard less of  what  they do.  That . ,s  a l l

f o rg 'o t ten ,  t haL ' s  a l l  f o rg i ven ,  and  you  see  no th ing  bu t  l ove

exp ressed  i n  tha t  f am i ry .  And  i t , s  a  j oy  fo r  me  to  take  my

tra i ler  down there and to  be in  that  a t .mosphere.
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Describing your own l i fe that you just have and that of your

mo the r ,  i t  seems  l i ke  t he re , s  a  l o t  o f  pa ra ] l e l s .

Yes, there is, except my mother never owned her own home. And

in my managj-ng and paying for our debts and everything l,ve

come ou t  p re t t y . . .  I  don ' t  have  a  l o t ,  bu t  wha t  I  have  i s

mine c]ear. And f am very, very grateful for what r have and

r t.hink of Mother often. And whenever r use that bread

machine that  I  just  loaded up and connected I  th ink,  , ,What

Mother  woul -dn ' t  have g iven for  someth ing l ike th is  when she

had to make b iscui t .s  and cook them in a Dutch oven on a camp

f i r e .  "

I n  desc r ib ing  you r  mo the r ,  t he  S t i 1 ]we11s , ,  and  you rse ] f ,  do

you  th ink  t . he  B ig  Bend  had . . .  O f  cou rse ,  t he  B ig  Bend  i s

the  pu rpose  o f  t h i s .  Was  i t  t he  env i ronmen t .  r -he  t ime .  f  he

condi t ions,  the hardships? Can you attr ibute that to

developing your own character and that of your mother and that

o f  t he  S t i 11we l1  gami l y  i n  genera l?

we I l ,  I  don ' t  know whe the r  i t ' s  t ha t . .  I  t h ink  t . ha t  had  a  l o t

of  contr ibut ion to  my character  and l i fe ,  but  I  th ink i t ,s  t .he

genes.  I  th ink my father  must ,  have been a very,  very good man

and r think my mother had stamina enough for more than one

person.  And her  at t . i tude in  ra is ing us three k ids and not

le t t . ing us know, whether  that ,s  good orbad,  that  we were d i r t

poor. Now, the only indication that r know t.hat. there was a

di f ference in  mysel f  and my c l -assmates was Frances Morelock,

whose father  was the pres ident  o f  sut  Ross,  t r ied rear  hard to

M :

B :
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develop a f r iendship wi th  me and Mother  d j_scouraged i t .  And

I never knew why then. But, outside of that she never let us

know, you know, that  we weren ' t  the same and I  admire her  for

t s l ^ ^ F
L t t d L .

Mrs.  Br igh t ,  i s  there  any th ing  e lse  tha t  I  haven ' t  asked you

about that you care to say before we wrap up this interview?

N o ,  I  c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  a  t h i n g .  I  t h i n k  i L ' s  b e e n  a  p r e t t y

t h o r o u g h  h o u r  a n d  a  h a l f .  ( c h u c k l e s )

Thank you very  much.  And I ' l l  tu rn  o f f  the  tape a t  th is

p o i n t .

Okav .

End of Interview

M
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