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Biographical Synopsis

Secretary, International Boundary and Water Commission
( IBWC) ,  U .S .  Sec t i onp  fo rmer  Spec ia l  Ass i s tan t  t o  U .S .  IBWC
Cornmissioner, Joseph F. Friedkin; born in El paso, Texas,
December 7, L942; attended Guardian Angel School, Zavala
Elementary School; I ived for brief period in San Jose,
cali fornia, returned to Er Paso in 1960; graduated frorn Austin
High School; enl isted in U.S. Air Force; worked as cab driver
and construction worker in EI Paso, Texas to help pay college
expenses; graduated from Texas Western College in 1968 with
degree in History and Journalisml began working as newspaper
reporter and corumnist for Er Paso HeraTd Post in 19681 penned
weekly column on U.S.-Mexico border topics cal led ffBorder
Br ie fsr r ;  recru i ted by IBWC as specia l is t  on U.S.-Mexico
border, L9751 named IBWC Secretary soon after.

Surnmary of Intervj-ew

Mentions schools attended in EI paso, Texas; graduation
from Texas Western College; employment with EI paso HeraLd
Post as newspaper reporter and columnist; discusses
development  of  por t fo l io  on U.S.-Mexico re la t ionship,
including chamizal settrement; recollects experience writ ing
rrBorder Briefs, rr weekly column that covered spot news and
economic news, part icularly in Cd. Judrez-El paso area;
recorrects publishing series of art icres concerning impact of
chamizal sett lement; recruitment by rBwc as border speciarist
and trouble shooter; service as Special Assistant to U.S. IBWC



Cornmissioner, Joseph F. Friedkinl reviews responsibi l i t ies of
IBwc; reflects on early irnpressions of Chamizal issuer' history
of Charnizal dispute; recounts intermingling with staff
personnel of Mexican Presidents Alvarez Echeverria and Gustavo
Diaz Ordaz; remarks on changes in thinking of Mexicans on
Chamizal issue; recalls comments concerning Chamizal
settlement made by cab customers from Chamizal area and Ciudad
Ju6rezl construction of new international bridges, Chamizal
Mernorial- in Ciudad JuSrez; mentions proposed construction of
al ien detention faci l i ty; identif ies movers and shakers during
Chamizal sett lement, including Frank Srnith, Superintendent,
Chamizal National Memorial, Raymond Telles and Judson F.
Wi l l iams,  c i ty  o f  EI  Paso Mayors,  Jerry  Woodard,  EI  Paso
County Judge, Davj-d Hererra Jord5n, Mexican Commissioner,
IBWC, Joaquln Bustamante, Principle Engineer, IBWC, Mexican
Section, Bermfidez and de Ia Vega fanil ies, Ren6 Mascareflas
Miranda, and Fernando Borrego; rnentions Pedro Garcia,
descendant of Pedro lgnacio Garcia, Mexican who f i led f irst
claim to the Chamizalp reflects on how off icials on both sides
of U.S.-Mexico border worked in treaty implementation;
highlights of Four Point Prograrn, including passage of special
legislat ion to take care of renters and property owners forced
to relocate from Chanizal area, construction of Border
Highway, construction of a national park to memorial ize
Chamizal Treaty, relocation of Franklin Canal, and relocation
of  ra i l roads;  react ion of  EI  Pasoans to  pay ing to l ls  on
international bridges; L989 centennial celebration for IBWC;
sentinents of Chanizal residents forced to relocate; recalls
fanfare at ceremony attended by U.S. President Lyndon B.
Johnson and Mexican President Gustavo Diaz Ordaz to celebrate
opening of new concrete-l ined channel; state luncheon at paso
del Norte Hotel; ref lects on idea of creation of Chamizal
National Memorial; ideas of construction of reflecting pool
and placement of statue of Benito Ju5rez at Chamizal National
Memorial; recapitulates comments made on script of historical
narrative, rrThe Brown Reportrr; provides anecdotes on narrators
chosen for Charnizal Memorial documentdEy, including Ricardo
Montalban and Fernando Lamas; phenomenon of long lines on
international bridges; replacement of Bridge of the Americas;
demise of intinate ties between Ciudad Judrez and El paso
off icials; Operation fntercept; c. Gordon Liddyr. Operation
Digni ty .
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Chamizal Oral History project

Bob ybarra
By Michel le  L.  Goni l la

Apri l  i .  I  i .994

This is an interview with Bob ybarra, forrner assistant to
the united states rnternationar Boundary and water

commissioner, Joseph Friedkin. The interview, conducted by
Michelre Gomirla, is part of the charnizal oral History

Project. we are located at the rnternational Boundary and
water comrnissionrs off ices at 4i-71 North Mesa street, Er paso,

Texas.  Todayrs date is  the j -s t  o f  Apr i l  ,  ] :g94.

Before we begin discussing your involvement in the chamizal
set t lement ,  Mr.  Ybarra,  r td  l ike to  ask you to  share a b i t  o f
biographical information with us. perhaps you can begin by
telling us r,,rhen and where you were born, please.

okay, thatrs easy. r was born in El paso, Texas on December
7, '-942. And thatrs one year after the event- fworld war rr]-
not that same year. r was educated in schoors here in Er paso

and . . .

Where did you attend elementary schooJ-?

of alr places, r started out in catholic school. [r attended]
Guardian Anger school in Er paso. And r went to public school

Y :
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for one year at Zavara [Erernentary school]. After that, r

studied in san Jose, cal i fornia. we l ived there for a number

of years. r returned back to f inish high schoor in El paso in

L96o- [r graduated] out of Austin High school here. And then

after that, r started colrege, but r qave it up very quickry

[and] went into the Air Force instead. r was too busy having

a good time, r suppose. And then r went back to ur Er paso-

that was Texas western college then- in L964 and r got out

r^r i th  a Bachelorrs  Degree in  January of  L96g. . .

What was your degree in?

. . .  in History and in Journalism. That was in January of

[19]68.  Actual ly ,  r  crowded a lo t  o f  my journar ism courses so

that r courd get a job one week after r graduated. r

graduated on a Friday r ot at least r compreted the last f inal

and r knew what r was passing, and then on a Monday r went to

work for the Er paso Herard post. This was in January of

[ ]-9I 68. And r worked in the El paso Herald post as a

newspaper reporter, columnist, tal r i t t le bit of everything.

In those days in newspapering we did i t  al l .

And, as t ime developed, r developed a portfol io on the

federal government which included u.s.-Mexico relationships

[and] which incruded the chamizar sett lement. And then in

addit ion to that, r also developed a federal grovernment

portfol io. r covered the federal courts, r dealt with the

agricultural developrnent, business news, and overalr Mexico

news.



In  those years I  d id  publ ish a weekly  co lumn on U.s. -

Mexico, part icularly on the Jufirez area. And we called i t

rrBorder Briefs. rr And this was a Saturday column. And we

covered everything that there was to be covered: sometimes

spot news, sornetimes economic news. There were exciting years

in those days. That was the year of the Tlatelolco Riot in

Mexico in  t19168.  And,  dS I  le f t  the HeraTd Post  in  L975-

this was October t19175- i t  was a different Mexico from [the

Mexico of 79168. What happened in 1968 at Tlatelolco chanqed

the world forever in Mexico. There was a lot of efforts at

bringing the border economy into the Mexican stronghold. This

was the start and the beginning process of the maquiTadora

movement in the border cities. I was fortunate to see the

inauguration of the first one way back then and saw the

development of that for quite some time. rt 's al l

interesting. I still keep my columns somewhere in a box at

home and Irm sure these are al l  in the archives sornewhere.

But those were excit ing years.

And s ince I  had a por t fo l io  on [ the]  U.S.-Mexico border

then, I was recruited by the International Boundary and Water

Commission to be their special ist on the border Iand hired as

al kind of a trouble shooter. tsince I wasl knowledgeable

about the area [I would] be able to bring in the, oh, both the

domestic [and] poli t ical interests together and a lot of

undertakings that were underway at that time. This was,

again,  in  1975.  I  served as a Specia l  Ass is tant  to  the U.S.



Comrnissioner. I t  was the U. S. Cornmissioner [Joseph F. ]

Fr iedk in.  I fm sure yourve probably  in terv iewed h in.  He was,

in fact, the expert on Chamizal that remembers that stuff

intimately. And much of what f know about the development of

the Chamizal I learned from him or from the records that we

have here at IBWC. In my job I have to go back to a lot of

the papers to look at issues that are coming up now and how

these reflect on what was done in the past. So, ds a result

of that, r do have that int imate knowledge of the chamizal.

rtrs not the direct knowledge in many cases of the development

of the treaty, but certainly the implementation. I was

involved in sorne aspects of i t .

since L975. . .  .r r^ras shortry after that named as the

secretary. secretary is a treaty posit ion for the Boundary

and Water Conmission. Since $re are an international

organization, we are, in fact, diplornatic off icers. And we

are entrusted by the u.s. and Mexico to carry out a number of

requirements under the boundary Iand] water treaties and these

cover the entire border from the pacific arr the way to the

Gulf. we have responsibir i t ies in boundary demarcation, r iver

stabi l izat ion-  l ike chamizal -  [and]  f lood contro l .  we have

international dams and reservoirs at Amistad [Darn] and at

Farc6n Dam. we have arso [the responsibi l i ty of] deriveries

of water to Mexico. we have treaty al location of waters. we

have, f inal1y, invorved ourserves quite intensivery and

recentry on border environmental issues. And these are



primarily the construction of wastewater treatment plants, the

operation of these to handle sewage on both sides and, also,

working out arrangements either in one country or the other

for sol-ution of border sanitat ion probrems. we were involved

in the salinity issue over the cororado River and we have been

applying the agreements that were signed back in the lLglTOs.

So that rs  bas ica l ly  rny l i fe  s ince back in  [L9]42.  And here i t

i s  L994 .

when did you f irst become aware of the chamizal issue itself?

oh,  le t rs  see.  r  wourd say when r  was st i r r  in  cathor ic

school, back in the early days. And this was somewhat one of

those things where you have a father- and my father was born

in the last century. Yourve got to remember he was born in

Tucson,  [Ar izona]  in  l -894.  And most  of  our  fan i ly  t ived in

Tucson and they did not move to El paso untir Lg4t. But in

his conversations with some of the people that he deart with-

and he worked as a boiler maker at the southern pacific

Rairroad- in some of those conversations, one of the pet

peeves he had was that here we are in a school learning

certain things that are based on an angricized culture and, on

the other hand, there realry isnrt that much information about

Mexico imparted in the schoor system. And this was

interesting to us because even though we spoke both Engrish

and spanish, fwe spoke] prirnariry spanish to the parents. But

otherwise, we were speaking totarly in Engrish. There was

this, oh, r sdy, inter-farniry need in which rny rnother would
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make slrre that we learned to read Spanish, and at least write

Spanish, and at least read some, or she would read some poetry

to us. So she was quite interested in book learning. ?he

situation there was that out of these conversations would come

this story that therers a piece of land between El paso and

Judrez that belongs to Mexico. And, of course, we would ask

our  teachers and theyrd say,  t tNo.  youtre crazy.  Therers no

such thing as that, you know. It  just doesnrt develop

r ight . . . .  r r  So th is  was just  an on going pass ing fancy in

those years.

we didntt rearly hear about i t  again untir r was in the

mil i tary. r served in the Air Force. And my last six rnonths

were at Holloman Air Force Base so r was crose to the area.

And since r was trying to prep myserf to go back to corlege,

I  d id  a l i t t Ie  b i t  o f  reading.  And,  again,  f rve a lways had

th is  in terest  in  u.s . -Mexico re la t ions,  even in  those years,

so that r read a little bit about it. And even in some of the

college text books you would hear that there was an issue over

chamizal but not much was said about i t .  so we donrt rearry

know more about this unti l  about while rrm sti lr  in the

military. we hear about the meetings between fpresident John

F. I Kennedy and [president Adorfo] L6pez Mateos in Mexico city

and the fact that the Kennedy administration has agreed to

reopen this case and sett le i t .  And that, of course, st irred

my interest.

why do you think Kennedy decided to settle the issue whire he



was in  of f ice?

Well,  again, f  can look at i t  as f think now and what f

thought back then. What I thought back then was that f was

captured in the Democratic Party poli t ics of the t irne. This

was in the []-9l5Os. And I was very interested in that

process. I was very interested, I ike a lot of people my age

at that time, that you have a young president, a new

administration, and werre going to change the way government

does things. And one of the promises we kept hearing, dt

reast through the staffers and peopre that were invorved in

the carnpaigns, was that the united states for the first time

would be looking in a different way- southward- and try to

bring in a lot of things. We were happy with peace Corps, you

know, things l ike that. But we were also happy with some of

the things that you wourd hear about fsuch as the] All iance

for Progress and ar1 these things. so at that t ime, r thought

it was all this one part of one new scheme where it would be

a new relationship. And one way to settre this wourd be to

rook at some of the o1d problems that had been hidden, but

never rearry exposed to the public. And r thought this was

one of the reasons why Kennedy was doing that.

As r went into col lege and learned a l i t t le more about

it in a, say from an acad.ernic standpoint, then r thought that

some of our feeling was correct at that time. But, orr the

other hand, we also then learned that there were a lot of

other issues that were not going alr that well between the
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United States and Mexico having to do with the boundary. And

thatrs when T learned about the salinity problem with Mexico

and ttre Colorado River- And, again, w€rre receiving this from

another perspective- not as an insider but rather something

thatrs in a text book and interpreted by your col lege

professor .  And,  again,  th is  is  a l l  in  the U.S.-Mexico

curriculum that I took quite heavily and, a1so, oD the

poli t ical science side, which is also another perspective,

and, of course, in the economics, and al l  these other inter-

discipl inary areas that you look at. so that was a second

perspective.

I now can go back and sdy, rrHere I am in my young

50s, rr and go back through these different phases and the next

two phases in ny l i fe that were to forlow. one would be the

nehtspaper work and then the other one would be, of course, ny

current professional work which is now well going into twenty-

two years easily. But in my eight years that r was with the

newspaper, r did have this very close rerationship with news

makers on the Mexican side, both at the rocar rever and the

nationaL lever. And, in this case, we actually ningred with

the staff personner of a coupre of presidents there [such as

Arvarezl Echeverria and the guy before him- what was the guy?

No t  Lu i s  Cor t l nez ,  bu t . . .

[Gustavo] Dlaz Ordaz?

. . .D1az ordaz.  And so we d id have th is  in termingl ing.  r t  was

mostly with the Echeverrla adrninistration that they really



made a great effort to try to talk to news media people on our

side. And I did travel to Mexico quite a bit,  too. And in

the cocktai ls- over a tequila, over a eerveza- you learn a

1ot .  You learn a lo t  about  th ings in  Mexico. . .

Tongues seem to loosen.

. . .and you get  a  Mexican perspect ive on the [ issues of ]

sa l in i ty ,  par t icu lar ly ,  [and]  on the Chaniza l .  So that ts

another phase. Yourve got to take that into consideration.

But, at the other hand, yourre a newspaper man. yourre bound

by certain ethics. How much can you publish? you onry

pubrish what is for the record. The other stuff, you sirnpry

add it to your learning bank that sometime in the future it

helps you in naking decisions. And it  has certainry herped rne

in the posit ion that rrm in in which r have to be quite

sensit ive to the issues in Mexico [and] the needs in l texico.

But, on the other hand, r arso have to be aware of the fact

that ny job is to protect the united states' interests. This

has been, you know, quite a useful lesson.

But again, in the case of the chamizar, what r learned

during that phase is that you have different generations of

Mexicans. IYou have] the order generation of Mexicans, which

are a different type of people who are more discipl ined, more

worried about the past, [and] more nationarist ic. They do

have, in fact, a sort of European type of upbringing in that

yourre somewhat more organized than the younger generation.

And itrs been in many cases [that] they look to the past more



than to the future. I saw the struggle between that

generation and the newer one- and this was exposed during the

Echeverrla years- when you have a change in that kind of

thinking. But i f  you look at the old guard, they would teII

you the ord story about how bad the united states has acted

towards Mexico, that Mexico tr ied to sett le this issue over

many, many, many years, and it  was sinply not possible because

the united states wanted to keep Mexico as part of their

sphere of inf luence. This being the case then, this was

something that for the united states it was not something that

could be sett led.

Being a newsman at that time, of course r wourd be

inquisit ive. r would ask them, tBut, oD the other hand, have

you ever looked at this? Have you ever rooked at that? r

talked to the younger peopre and they feer that some of you

have an interest in punishing the united states on something

I ike th is .  r l

The text books that you have in Mexico about the chamizar

are not  rea l is t ic .  A Io t  o f  that  s tuf f  you 'd hear ,  in  fact ,

is spread propaganda. But then, or the other hand, when r

talked to the younger people they arso had this anti-u.s.

sentiment which was pretty werr established. so thatts the

kind of feel that you get on why and how the chamizal, and. so

on . . . .

But r think alr of them together at that time wourd

say that they considered that to be a great tr ial for Mexico

l-0



in  that  they were able to  go. . . .you know, the o ld David and

Goliath thing. And they got rand that was rightfurly theirs

and, ttrerefore, they were able to move ahead. Thatts in my

newspapering days.

In those days, I did publish a lot of art icles and talked

with the individuals that were actually undertaking the

relocations incruding IJoseph F. ] Friedkin and others who were

quite invorved with i t  Isuch as David] Herrera Jorddn, who was

the commissioner for Mexico on the other side at the tirne. r

donrt know Ii f ]  thatrs the relationship between press and news

makers anymore, but we had two ways. First of arr, we treated

each other  profess ionar ly .  That  is ,  , r rm here to  in terv iew

you. This is what r want for the record., r and so on. Having

done that, w€ could then have the cocktai l .  we could tark.

And frorn both sides, you get enougrh at the cocktail to learn

how to slant your story and so on because people open up.

Theyrre more informal. But, oD the other hand, facts stay as

they are because that was a formal interview.

So we published a lot of stuff fot lowing the

chanizar Icovering topics] from the relocation of the people

[ to ] . . . .That  was a t remendous job.  The other  th ing was the

result of some of the work in E1 paso. And r remember

pubrishing a series on this thing for quite some time- for

about f ive or six days- on the impact of the chamizal. werre

tarking about the schools, especial ly the Bowie Hiqh school,

chamizal [Memoriar] park, the Border Highway, the rerocation

1_1
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of the canal, things l ike that. They were al l  complementary

to the project and the project i tself.  Again, this was based

on interviews with different people.

Did you have any fanily l iving in the Chanizal area?

No. My current years were [spent] on Copia Street. That was

while I was going to Catholic school. And most of my other

years [after] coning back from California were in the Austin

High School area. So we had no connection, basical ly, with E1

Paso. Our roots go back to the Sonora, [Mexico] and the

Ar izona area.  Werre real ly  not  EI  Pasoans.  E l  Paso,  I  th ink,

in those years was more influenced by the migration from

Ch ihuahua .  And  tha t  was . . . . I n  f ac t ,  i t r s  k ind  o f  f unny  i n

that when we were going to school and I would hear the Spanish

language from the kids here. It  wasntt quite the same as what

you learned in Tucson or what they are taught in Tucson.

Therers a lot of rnodismos that are very, very different. And,

of course, that always makes for an interesting relationship,

somet imes good,  somet imes host i le ,  but  that ts  l i fe .  (chuck les)

When did you begin talking to the residents in the Charnizal?

Because Kennedy and L6pez Mateos met in L962 and- i f  Irm not

mistaken- soon after, machin€ry, more or less, was put into

motion as i f  the treaty had already been rati f ied by both

g:overnments because. . .

Now,  as  d i rec t . . . .You  know,  wer re  ta l k ing  l i ke ,  o ra l  h i s to ry ,

interviews, so I try to focus on the things I was involved in

directly. And then therers those where I have been involved

G :
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going back, you know, in my current job trying to revisit  the

issue and discuss it  with different people, part icularly when

you present papers and you discuss it with the academic

community. Thatrs kind of a retrospective. But as far as

actually talking to the people, l iving with the people there,

and so on, I was never a south-sider.

In those years, while I was going to col lege, the closest

connection s/e would have would be that I worked my way through

college as a taxi driver. And that, I  think, is one of the

best educations a person can get. f would highfy recommend it

from an intellectual standpoint. I would not recommend it as

a safety standpoint. You can lose your l i fe. But you do

intermingle with the people from the Chamizal. Because one

thing that surprised me was that I would say fifty percent of

my clients when f was driving the cab hrere frorn the south

side. There was lack of transportation but, on the other

hand, the south- sider may be l-ow incorne, and so on, but he

will pay for a taxi, maybe from the cantina to the house or

whatever, but, f  mean, i t  was a real interesting situation.

The comments, general1y.. . .And, ag'ain, this is between when

the relocation is underway Iand] the construction is underway.

This is basical ly September, L964 through December, L967. And

these were the years when the earth was actually rnoved.

Now, putt ing that experience aside, and just to give you

a retrospect as an historian and as a person that probably has

the best f i les on the Chamizal because of the connection I

l_3



have with i t ,  the Chamizal Treaty was signed in L963. It  was

no t  ra t i f i ed  un t i l  L964 .  f n  L964 ,  t he  U .S .  Conqress  had  to

pass a law that would provide the money to the United States

government to be able to do all these things that we wanted to

do. That was basical ly an expenditure of about $42 ni l l ion

dollars in lL9l64 monies. That encornpassed actions for us

[and] actions for Mexico. Mexico would f inance their part of

i t .  Basica l ly ,  to  t ransfer  th is  land,  and werre ta lk ing about

a lmost  one square mi le-  435 acres net-  that  went  to  Mexico. . . .

Some of  that  land was located. . . . . I f  i t  were to  go d i rect ly  to

Mexico under the 191-0 conditions when the issue came out- was

arbitrated, rather- than you would have a strange jut, and so

oDr in the river. So what the two governments were trying to

do here was sinply come up with a boundary that was straight

and would enable development on [both the] U.S. and Mexico

I s i de ] .

It  would, in fact, open up a bott leneck of communication.

And it  would clear a lot of t i t les because

everyth ing. . . .Whether  the h is tory  teachers to ld  us th is  or

not ,  back in  the [1-9]40s and [ ] -9150s,  the fact  was that  i f  you

wanted to buy property in the Chamizal there was a cloud on

that  t i t te .  Thatrs  the real i ty .  Thatrs  how you would real ly

f ind out i f  whether that land was in dispute or not. So atl

of these things would be taken care of. PIus, the biggest

thing was the relationship between the U.S. and Mexico would

be improved. That was the biggest asset.
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okay, so you got al l  these

r iver  to  re locate.  And that rs

half rni les of r iver. The river

thinqs going on. We got a

basical ly- what- four and a

[channel] would be concrete-

by Mexico. Half of i t  wouldl ined. HaIf of i t  would be done

be done by the United States.

that.

And that divided the cost of

Then,  the br idges. . . .There were br idges that  were in  the

old r iver channel. They had to be relocated. so yourve got

two rai lroad bridges. Yourve got the two downtown bridges.

And then, Mexico would build the third bridge, which was the

Cordova Bridge. There was no bridge at that site, except for

the old r iver channel which was an old passage way. Mexico

built that and the United States built the other two. So you

put aII that together, you have about a f i f ty-f i f ty spl i t  in

the cost .

Now, in addition to that, each country had to handle

their own situation on their own side, which means that U.S.

had to bear the cost as part of those $42 ni l l ion to relocate

the 5,000 fan i l ies [and]  demol ish some f ive hundred

structures. Some of these structures l^tere kept intact [and]

kept over in Mexico. Mexico paid for those through the

treasury. We aIso, then, agfreed that as part of the

relocations we had to relocate some rai lroads that were

adjacent to the old r iver. We had to relocate the canal which

was in the downtown area, but we would relocate it adjacent to

the river, paral lel to the river. And this would be, again,
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a public safety thing.

fn addit ion to that, the famil ies would have to be paid

that rrrere reroeated. rf you were to find them a new house,

they could never afford it based on the type of house that

they had. And these were property owners. So what the

congress passed in that L964 Act was that we would have that

Franklin Canal relocated because of the safety issue and,

secondly, the united states would pay greater than market

value for those houses. And the commission had a team of

arbiters that deart [with those forced to relocate], dt least

case by case. rt just so happened at the t ime that there was

a surplus of housing,, part icularly in the Lomaland area,

northeast EI Paso, Sunrise Acres, and so o[, that i t  was

possible for the people that were relocated to buy a house

that was of greater value and in better condit ion.

Again,  th is  is  a l l  happening when I ,m dr iv ing a cab,

part icularry the peopre thing. That was the most excit ing

part of i t .  They're happy that the canar is going to be at

least taken out of the old second ward. There was a lot of

drownings Iso] there was arways this concern. They were happy

about that. on the other hand, they were arso happy that they

would be able to get a chance to move to another neighborhood

[and l ive] in a much better house.

There were some that were very unhappy, particurarry in

the Rio Linda area- in where the old Bowie High school is-

but, [also], going further down. Those were probably some of
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the better houses in Second Ward, By standards elsewhere in

El Paso they probably werenrt, but they considered these t,o be

private ownership, and so on. And there werenrt that many

tenements in that area. The tenements were rocated in some

other areas. so, again, these people that were there were

somewhat unhappy in that they'd been living there all their

life. They owned their houses and now they were going to move

to another place. But, oD the other hand, once they sett led

in the other pIace, they rearized that yourre gett ing a better

structure. And thatrs good.

But, on the other hand, you have the downside of it. And

on the downside of it, r rernember peopre compraining that,

rrHere r am l iving in northeast Er paso t inl sunrise Acres. r

donrt have the grocery store next door. r have to take a bus

to downtown. r have to go to a church that r don't know the

people around here. Therers a rot of white-faced people that

look at us rather strange and that 's not the sort of thing

that  r r rn  comfor tab le wi th .  r rm comfor tab le wi th  noisy areas.

r want to have part ies. These people donrt ret us. r need to

have a dog. r never liked to have a dog, now r got to have a

dog to keep the burglars out, t or whatever. And you heard

th is  a l l  the t ine.

And there was confricts between those that were sett led,

part icurarly in the Lomaland area and the Ranchrand Heights,

where you had these people that had bought houses there and

there was this big surprus and, aIl  of a sudden, the people
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moved in- some of these so-caIled outsiders, undesireables,

and so on. So there was some confl ict there [such as] gang

fights. Some people just never accepted that. So that was

the sort of thing that I would hear about in the taxis

because. . . .That  was good for  my tax i  bus iness in  that  instead

of taking hirn f rorn one part of Second Ward to another, I would

take him from Second Ward to Lomaland, or to Sunrise, or where

ever they l ived.

Again, there was happiness and unhappiness, part icularly

in the grocery store. I found it very interesting because

they were not only looking at the location [of the grocery

storel but because of the tab [available there]. You could

pick up a tab at a grocery store. And maybe theytd cheat you

on that tab, but at the end of the month they'd pay it up and

yourre back again. Sort of l ike the old company store in

mining cornmunit ies.

Cantinas were inportant. Some [cab fares] I would st i l1

bring back from, Sdy, Sunrise Acres [and] places l ike that,

a I I  t he  way  t o . . . . .Oh ,  1e t  me  t e l l  you .  I r ve  go t  t o  t e l l  you

the name of  some of  the cant inas.  You had Maggiers p lace. . .

Where was Maggiets Place located?

On Mesa Street. Then there was the Guadalajara Bar and that

was very. . . .And then you had the,  oh,  my goodness,  Ja l isco,

Guadalajara, my goodness, several on Mesa Street, [and] some

on Et Paso Street. Of course, the old Hollywood Cafe was

always an excit ing one. Oh, Tenampa- a wild place. Right
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across [the street from the] Holl lrwood [Cafe], there was a

Venice Cafe. And there was a food place as well as the other.

And that was interesting for me because when youtre driving a

cab you eat wherever you can. And so sometimes I had to munch

a taco or two there and that was where youtd f ind stories and

so  on .

At that t ime, were you talking to people in Ju6rez?

Just those that were cl ients. And we had a lot of people in

Ju6rez that took cabs, but they were not the same type of

conversation that you had with the natives or the people that

l ived in the area. The people I talked to were basical ly

niddle-class [people of] Mexico and they were indoctrinated in

Mexican history. They knew their text books well.  And they

were just glad that Mexico got this land back. If  there was

any controversy they $rere always saying, rrFirst of al l ,  we

dontt want any houses of i l1 repute to be going out over here.

Werre concerned about the inage that Mexico has. This is bad

for us. We want to wipe that out. We want that to be just a

green area with schools, with museums, and roadways, but no

businesses.rr And, also, they were so glad that the bridge was

going to be free. one thing I learned [that] was a conmon

complaint, especial ly when you crossed the border to the other

side, was that there was a toI1 that was going to be kept on

the downtown bridges. And a Iot of them thought this was not

fa i r .  I  mean,  af ter  a I I ,  those br idges had been paid for .

IComments were made such as], t'Why should the cornpanies
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continue to charge tol ls when itrs a fact that the federal

governments that are buil-ding these bridges and turning them

over to the previous owners?tt So they felt there was some

inequity there. That was basically the comments f would hear

from JuSrez.

In the process of relocating the international bridges, what

did the qovernments tdol? How did they handle the traff ic?

Was it rerouted? Was a temporary structure built?

Yes. This was a nightmare for a guy in my posit ion.

(chuckles) But, on the other hand, we saw that something good

[was] coming in the future because when you look at the

downtown area, the old Santa Fe Bridge is pretty much is where

you see the old underpass and therers the government of

Chihuahua building. That used to be the old inspection

fac i l i t ies.  And,  rea l ly ,  i t  wasnt t  that  o Id.  r t  just  had

been remodeled. And there was something sirnilar on the

Mexican side. I remember there was an old escalator, but most

of i t  was sinply ramps.

The other thing was that to get to that area, you first

of all had to drive pretty much level area but you had the

Santa Fe Railroad and then you had some, I bel ieve, ei-ght

Texas and Pacif ic, Missouri and Pacif ic Railroads. So you had

a series of l ines. And it  was not unusual to have to wait for

a long t ime to cut [through] those. And, of course, any wait,

yourre talking, that cost you money as a cabbie. And also, i t

would t ie up the traff ic. You would have long, Iong l ines
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just wait ing for that train to back off.  And this was

basical ly a switch yard. ft  was slow moving rai l  traff ic. So

that was one bad condit ion.

So when they s tar ted to  bui ld  the br idges. . .  -Keep in  mind

that the river sliqhtly moved over in this direction in the

downtown area and further away when you go into the central

areas. So the disruption here was not as bad as i t  was in the

central area. And the central area wasnrt that i-mportant

because it  was part ly uninhabited. But in this congested

area, what was done f irst of alI  was the oId bridge remained.

And not too far from it,  but again, to another side, just to

the side of i t- I  think this was to the east of i t-  the new

construction began. And the same thing was being done for the

Santa Fe [Bridge] as well as the Stanton Bridge so that the

old traff ic could rernain on the other one. And you could see

the construction. There was some disruption, but not really

that much. Once that was eonstructed then, the next step was

that there had to be work in demolishing.

And then you had to do the work on excavating the

channel, which means that those bridges were, in fact, ready

to go in 1-967. Because the moment that the bridges were done

then, there was a boundary that was flagged between those

bridges throughout the entire area. And that would be the

site of the new channel. So once that was done and some

excavation was actually started then in L967, that was when-

I think i t  was- [President Lyndon B. ] Johnson and [President
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Gustavol Diaz Ordaz were in EI Paso and they had a ceremony .ln

the chamizal  Park on the Mexico s ide.  And. . .

Did you attend that cerenonY?

Oh, yes. Yes, I was there. As a matter of fact, r skipped

school just to be there. And it  was interestinq on that side

because you had a different type of a way to get to Mexico.

What had happened before the ChamizaL was that whole area was

Cordova Island, which was an enclave in the United States that

was fenced in, and you had monuments aII over the place. And

I  th ink i t  was t in l  about  lL9 l64 or  so-  [19]65-  I  was in

co l l ege  a t  t he  t i ne . . .

End of Tape One

Side A

Beginning of Tape one

side B

Wel l ,  anyway.  This  was in  [L9]64.  I  was s t i I l  in  co l lege.

I was just gett ing involved in party poli t ics [with the]

Democratic party. And Woodrow Bean was county judge and he

had a very c lose re la t ionship to  Lfyndon]  B.  J [ohnson] .  He

was V[ ice]  Pt res ident l  a t  the t ime.  And,  ds I  reca] I ,  th is

was a time there was a lot of wrangling for a new crossing in

that area fas there had been] for many, many, many years. And

one of the pushers on the other side was none other than Ren6

Y :
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Mascarefias [Miranda]. You know, he had been mayor of Ju6rez

in the [19]50s. And, anyh/ay, he had pushed on that side. I

think his successors had also pushed for that bridge. But

what eventually happened was that Woody took the....He had

enougrh political pressure to have somebody cut the fence and

have instal lat ion of ternporary faci l i t ies. So there was a

Cordova Port of Entry. And that was basical ly an old road

that would go through the old Barrio del Diablo, Hammett

Street, kind of wind around, make a left jut, and so on, and

then go into Ju6rez. Judrez, then, wourd have a narrow road.

The narrow road would go over the o1d bridge. Eventua1ly,

they built a second bridge. And then that opened up the

business area, which is on the other side of the ord r iver

channel, which is the o1d Arnigo Supermarket, DeI Rio

supermarket, [and] places rike that that were very popular

attractions.

[The] price situation was different. you could eat very

cheaply out there, you could get a shoeshine, get a haircut,

and al l  that stuff.  A lot of people did that. we did that.

But we would have to drive through Hamrnett street and go over

yonder. so when this charnizar ceremony took place in lLg)67

then, dt that time all of the traffic was routed through the

ord cordova area. But at that time, they were abre to move

the detour side and then opened the actual new bridge. rt was

interesting.

r watched that very carefully because r did some odd jobs
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here and there.  One of  the th ings I  used to  do. . .  - r  had a

fr iend in the construction business. He was either working

for J.D. Abrams or R.E. McKee. And r,.rhen there was an opening

or something l ike that Itd go work for him. And one of the

things that they were doing [was that] they were working on

the downtown bridges. And I helped thern a litt1e bit on the

rebar and some of the construction, stuff l ike that. And one

of the things they would always do when we had a break, theyrd

take us over to see the Mexican construction which was under

way which, to me, was excit ing at the t irne. But at night, i t

was no longer excit ing because at that t ine, instead of l iving

at the dorms, what we did- my brother and I, which we were

both going to col lege together- we decided to buy an old house

trai ler. And we parked that in Alameda and Hamnett StreetIs].

And all night long you could hear the pounding of the

reinforcements rodsr or the piI iDgS, and so on that you used

to construct the bridge.

On the Mexican side?

On the Mexican side. And what amazed me was that this was a

twenty-four hour operation on the Mexican side because they

were convinced that that bridge was going to be finished by

L967. And they did. They f inished it .  once that bridge was

done, the boundary was l j-ned by these f lags that I mentioned.

[This meant] that i t  was ready to have a ceremony.

At the same tj-me, we saw activity on the Mexican side.

And to rr€r this fascinated me because they were actually
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constructing a memorial to the Chamizal- before the whole thing

was done. And this is what you see now. A lot of i t  was just

bare concrete. Then they brought in some marble slab from

Guadalajara or- Quer6taro, T think i t  was- Quer6taro. And

then they started placing f lag po1es. And then, al l  of a

sudden, they had some trees that came out of nowhere. It was

beginning to look very pretty. And thatrs where the signing

ceremony took place- at the Chamizal Memorial on the Mexican

side. And the bridge was just so-so. And I remember taking

some pictures. f st i l1 have sone sl ides of that somewhere in

my coll-ection. But i t  was interesting. Thatrs what was an

actual on-going thing. Now this hras, again, in lL9)67. So I

was sti l l  in col lege [but] gett ing close to gett ing out. I

was crowding a lot of hours so I did get out in January of

[]-9168. And then I went r ight into newspaper work. And then

f got into that other phase that f mentioned.

At one point I remember an idea was proposed to construct a[n

alienl detention faci l i ty very close to the border and there

was a bit of disagreement about where it should be located.

Do you remember that?

Yes, from both sides. What f remember at the time and what

the  c i t y  f a the rs . . . .We  were  young  peop le  the re .  I t t s

interesting when yourre in poli t ics at a very young age in

that you see these older people. And an older person of

thirty years old is old, you know. Theyrre so wise and know

how to say these things so well.  And they're out there and
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they can defend a personts r ights  so n ice ly .  f  mean,  i t 's

something that really fascinates me. But as you grow older,

you become one of them or get older than thern. And then, i trs

a different perspective.

But at that tine, yes, I remember the controversy was

that when the Chami-za:.- was going to be relocated and there was

going to be a swap of land, which was the lower end of the

Chamizal. Actually, what happened is Mexico would give us a

chunk of Cordova- 193 acres- and then we, in turn, would give

them another 193 [acres] fron another area. To get those 193

[acres] back to Mexico, we would have to give Mexico the old

detention faci l i ty. We would have to give Mexico the IDC

trucking facility and we would give Mexico the Border Patro1

building. In addit ion, there was chunks of the landfiI l .  The

landfi l l  would go to Mexico and- what else would go to Mexico-

parts of the treatment faci l i ty, [ the] water treatment plant.

So al l  of that had to be relocated somer^rhere eIse. The

question was, rrDo you want to put those right here? Or do

want to move thern somewhere else?rt And the conventional_

wisdom by the poli t icians was that, rr l ,etrs get these terrible-

Iooking thj-ngs with towers and aI1 that. Get them out as far

as possible. t t  So for that reason they were relocated over to

Montana and what is now Hawkins Street.

Near the [EI Paso Municipal] Airport?

Yes. Now, that whatrs you hear there. Now that Irve got

access to the f i les and rtve talked to the movers and shakers
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at the t ime, nuch of that is confirmed. rt was public outcry-

And it  was also in the interest of the relationship with

Mexico. This was not only a local thing but, r think, the

U.S. qovernment at Washington level and even Arnbassador

[Thornas G. ] Mann, who was the big leader in this whole thing

in Mexico, recognized that this was an era of good feeling

[and sa id] ,  r r l ,e t rs  not  mess i t  up by doing these th ings. r '  And

therefore, there was a pretty good consensus that it should

not  happen.  So I  th ink the 1ocaI  po l i t ic ians. . . .At  that  t ine

f heard them say a lot of things but I think Washington

understood [and] was sensit ive to the issue and they didntt

[al low it  to proceed] in that direction.

You mentioned that you talked to the movers and shakers or saw

them. Who were the movers and shakers?

Well,  you know, thatts interesting. Not that long ago- L989'

we put together our centennial celebration for the

fnternational Boundary and Water Commission. We were forrned

in L889 by treaty. And at that t ine, I  kind of thought i t 'd

be nice if we could get some of the old movers and shakers

back in one place. tI  wanted to f ind outl how many of them

[were] st i l l  around and just have a kind of assembly over at

the new Charnizal Memorial. And, of course, at that t ime Frank

Srnith was the Charnizal Park Director, a good fr iend. f rve

known hin for many, many years. Since he got on that job

werve always talked about [having the assenbly.] This is our

happy issue. At that time we had visitors. We had Raymond
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TeIIes. Raynond TeIIes was mayor at the t ine. [He was

involved in al part of i t .  [The idea of having the assembly] '

i t  went on and off.  Of course, We had Travis Johnson, wtro was

a county judge, after Woody. Rernember, Woody resigned because

he exposed h imsel f  that  he hadnt t  pa id h is  taxes. . .  (knock ing

at door, taping stopped and started again) He was a county

judge after Woody resigned. And I think Travis was there for

awhile. Jerry Woodard was the county judge after him. He was

also one of these movers and shakers. Judson Wil l ians was, I

bel ieve, mayor at the t ime, after Telles. So he was a mover

there. Who else?

How about on the Mexican side?

on the Mexican side you have, of course, the Mexican

Commissioner. Thatts David Hererra Jord6n. And, of course,

he died some years back- in 1L9179 I think i t  was. But he was

instrumental in quite a bit of i t .  Now from their side, in

the Ju6rez area, Ren6 Mascaref,as [Miranda] has to be quite a

mover on that in that he was a businessman with very strong

ties to the Bermfdez farni ly. And, of course, the Bermfidez

family was quite active in that. You also have the de la

Vegas, Borrego- I think Borrego died- Fernando Borrego. But

they were with the Cruz Blanca, Coca-Cola, aII of these

distr ibutorships. And the de 1a Vegas, you r,rould probably in

those years tie then to the DeI Rio Super Markets and groups

like that. The Berm0dez were with the Amigo Super Market and

they now have the Pueblito Mexicano. Have you seen that?
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Tha t r s . . .

Yes .

. . . t ha t t s  Ja imers .  And ,  o f  cou rse ,  Ja i rne  Bermddez  rea l l y

deserves a lot of credit on this. Jaime, by the waY, he

started his career at IBWC with the Mexican Section. H€, of

course, has a construction company. ft  was CUNSA at the t irne.

I  donr t  know what  i t .  is  now.  Oh,  le t rs  see.  Who e lse?

Joaquin Bustarnante, who was an engineer at the time for fBWC'

his father had been Principle Engineer and Joaquln eventually

became the Mexican Commissioner after Hererra Jorddn died.

Tha t  was  i n  t19 l7o -  a f te r  he  re t i r ed ,  ra the r -  [ i n  19 ]78 .  And

then Joaquln retired in 1985. There was a lot of people

within the Mexican Section that were quite active in this.

And there were some that were outside the Mexican Section that

were within Judrez. f would say Rafael P6rez lserna] would be

one of them. He died recently, not that long ago. Who else?

No, thatts about i t  that f can think of just off the top of ny

head.

Overall ,  do you think off icials on both sides of the border

worked well together in implementing the treaty?

Oh, yes. I think so. Just one thought here. One man, not

necessari ly a mover and shaker at 1east, but i t 's interesting.

Pedro Garcla, h€ owns a- I used to kid hin about that- a

chicken farm. Itrs a real chicken farm over on the Ju6rez

Valley. I  donrt think i t 's there anlrmore. But he is the

grandson, I guess, of the original Pedro Garcia who made the
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f irst claim to the Charnizal back in eighteen sixty-something

when the f irst change took place.

As far as working together, agtain, look at i t  from

different phases. When I was sti l l  quite young, going to

col lege,  dr iv ing a cabbie,  and so oD,  i t  sounds l ike i t ts

working very nicely in that i t ts gett ing done. You know,

thatrs the thing that turns out. But, on the other hand, You

do have these confl icts and you sti1l hear about them. Oh,

part icularly on the construction site I would hear the

construction supervisors saying, rrTheyrre not doing it  quite

right over there. Werre having problems with the plumbing.

Wet re  hav ing . . . . . r t  As  you  ge t  o lde r  you  f i nd  ou t  t hese  a re

part of the things that you learn in construction. You expect

it .  And these are resolvable issues.

At the same time, fron the college text books and so on,

you do have, general ly, a pretty conservative UT Texas Western

College at the t ime. So there really wasntt that much passion

for  Mexico,  a t  least  in  our  [c lasses] .  And they pret ty  wel l

felt  that i t  was a good thing.

And then in ny newspapering years then, I do find that

you learn some of the ugly things and so on. And then in

conversations that you have witn the, again, the people that

were actually involved in negotiat ion, you f ind that i t  was

very diff icult gett ing there. It  was not an easy job. There

was a lot of resistance, and so on.

But, as far as the two countries working together, the
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fact that they signed a treaty, that 's good. The fact that

they were able to irnplernent it through a comrnission without

anybody shooting each other, thatrs also grood. But then, when

you get each side independent of that, how did they manage to

get aII the relocation done? Did they talk to the right

people? And talking, again, to the movers and shakers on the

side, [I  was told that] these were not easy things.

EI Paso pretty well  told Ambassador [Thomas G. ] Mann

that, f fTherers no way yourre going to get this treaty approved

through the senate because werre going to resist i t  unless

therers someth ing in  i t  for  us.  And that  is ,  yourve got  to

give us a lot of things. You've got to give more than fair

market value to the people that you relocate. yourve got to

do this in an orderly manner with the least amount of

d isrupt ion.  Yourve a lso got  to  re locate the Frankl in  Canal .

Youtve got to give us the Chamizal Iand. yourve got to give

land for the new Bowie High Schoo1 and yourve got to come up

with land for the Border Highway.'r And so, those were the

four principles that were signed between them as a

requirement.

Then, when you get into your congressional hearings,

there was generally a lot of support from El paso with those

promises. And, again, youtre talking about a free bridge that

had to be free- Cordova Bridge. you had to go into other

aspects. Like, for example, the canal drownings was a very

serious problem in Second Ward. The Bowie Hiqh School, that
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was mostly a cultural thing. Much couldnrt be done over there

because of the disputed propert ies.

But you also had those that were not exactly happy about

it .  The great state of Texas said, rrYou canrt give away our

land. I And the Texas Attorney General at that time- I want to

say it was Wagner Carr- came up with the opinion why Texas is

a sovereign republic- at least at that t ime- and therefore,

the U.S.  could not  g ive that  land.  Of  course,  th is  was

ignored. Eventually, i t  did happen. But there were l i t t le

things l ike this that made it  very diff icult to get this thing

across.

Then, there was a 1ot of miscontent over the fact that

you have tol l  bridges that are going to remain tol l  bridges.

There was a lot of people upset over the fact that yourre

going to have these high, arching bridges. There was jokes

about battleships going underneath and so on. But there was

reason for a lot of these things. And those bridges in the

downtown area are high because you avoid all the railroad

traff ic and yourve got to span over a canal and over the

rai lroads. And yourve got approaches that yourve got to

fol l-ow. And so, that was the reason for that. And then, you

can take it back. And if you rernember aII the waiting in

those rai l-road l ines, then it  real ly is a good thing.

And, of course, yourve got the people that felt  they were

not gett ing suff icient money for their house. They wanted to

get more. It  was always an issue. [Joseph F. ] Friedkin used
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to kid rne about his lega1 advisor. [His] legal advisor was

trained in karate or judo, f think. And every t ime they had

these public meetings- and there were hundreds of these

neetings. And we got records of these rneetings- on and on and

on- and the number of people that participated. A11 of them

were trying to build a consensus so that the treaty could be

signed and rati f ied. I t  was not easy. It  was not easy to do

it.  There was confl ict. There was confl icts, even after the

sett lement, because people wanted more for their propert ies,

especial ly the businessmen. They wanted an opportunity to be

where the action is, make money off of i t ,  and so on. These

are things that always happen.

You mentioned meetings. What type of neetings were held?

These were public rneetings in the affected area. Some were

held with the individuals themselves who were going to be

relocated, I ike one neighborhood at a t ime, this area at a

time, the tenement owners, or the tenement dwellers. Others

were with the Chamber of Commerce and the city Council,

depending on what group. The railroads had to be consulted

because it hras such a rnassive undertaking. And I can I t

remember what, we did with those, but theyrre probably in the

archives.

Therers one thing tI rernemberl .  I  used to chat with

[Joseph F. ] Friedkin about these things, kind of reminiscing

over some of the things where he was involved or where I was

involved in different areas. And we used to have a book here.
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I  canr t  f ind i t .  I t  was a book of  before and af ter .  And

these were the houses where individuals lived- the ones that

we took- and then next to it was a photograph of the area at

which they were relocated. And physical ly, i t  sounded very

good. And we used to have these }i t t1e di-scussions. And so'

[wetd say] ,  I tTh is  is  great  to  move somebody,  [a t  least ]  f rom

an acadernic standpoint. But, on the other hand, there are

these social issues. They want the Church nearby. They want

the cant jna nearby and these are th ings that . . . . r r  Werd s6Y,

ItWell,  but, I  mean, you know, when we were growing up and

manma and papa says, rWerre rnoving, I werd move and nobody

argues.r r  But  th is  is  a  d i f ferent  wor l -d  now.  f t rs  more of  a

touchy, rrfeelyrr world that werre in now. Werve got to take

into account social effects. And that was interesting. And

then there was a generat ion d i f ference,  o f  course.  I t  was. . .

So what was the general tone of the meetings? For example,

t inl the meetings that were held with residents, did they

voice concerns, complaints?

Well,  I  was not in aII of them directly. I  probably attended

maybe one, maybe two, over in the Hammett area because there

was noise happening over yonder. But most of what I know

about this is whatts on record. And, y€s, they were vocal.

They were vocal mainly over the property value. [They said],

rrThe fact [of the matter is] that Irve been l iving here al l  rny

l i fe. f  rm not about to moverrr you know, that sort of thing.

From the business side, there were some complaints that [were

Y :

34



Y :

voiced such asl, t tPerhaps youf re taking more than you need,

more land. You really dontt need that. Maybe if  you move

your bridge sl ightly that way you can spare my property.rr t I

heardl that sort of thing. But, basical ly, that was it .

When were you approached by the International and Boundary

Water Commission to come on board?

oh, my goodness! September of L975.

[L9 ]75 .  So  i t  was  j us t  t h i r t y  days .

I  jo ined on October  15,

So  by  then ,  t he  Charn i za1 . . .

Oh, yes. Yes, by that t irne the Chamizal was already a done

deal. Fact is, I  was sti l l  a reporter when we attended the

last  ceremony.  And that  was in  [19]68.  And in  1968 that 's

when  the . . . .Towards  the  end  o f  [ 19 ]68 ,  a lmos t  ea r l y  L969 ,  w€

had IPresident Lyndon B. ] Johnson and, again, IPresident

Gustavol Diaz Ordaz attend a ceremony over at the downtown

bridge. And that ceremony wasnrt for the boundary- the

boundary had already been established- but, rather, I for] the

opening of the channel. And the concrete-l ined channel had

been done and so on. It  was a nice ceremony. On the other

side away from the bridge the IBWC had set up something and,

aII of a sudden, when Johnson pushed a button over here you

had an explosj-on over there [and] the water started coming

through the river. I t  was al1 very impressive. There were

speeches to be made and the usual comments.

And then after that, i t  was a visit  to this hotel [ that

isl now the Westin, [ then] i t  was Paso del Norte. The old

G :
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hotel, i t  was sti l1 pretty run down at the t ime because when

there was word that the Presidents were qoing to meet and have

a state dinner at the- state luncheon, rather- at the Paso del

Norte lobby, there was a flurry of activity. They were

cleaning it  up and al l  sorts of things. It  was very

beautifut ly put together. The old Tiffany dome was probably

cleaned and the walls were repainted. Some of that old gold

tint to those Corinthian columns, al l  of a sudden, came up

again. I t  was very nicely done.

What we had is at the upper level- probably the east side

of that lobby at the sort of, l ike, a balcony or mezzanine of

sorts. Thatrs where the EI Paso Synphony Orchestra was there.

And, of course- I think it was Orlando Barrera who was the

conductor at the t ine- and they had a lot of nice music. The

fact is, I  think, i f  we look hard enough, w€ probably have a

tape of that music. I  remernber l istening to i t  one t ine. But

we do have a tape of all of the music that went on during the

time. Downstairs in the lobby, the whole lobby was redone and

you had [President Lyndon B. ] Johnson, [President Gustavo]

Dlaz Ordaz, and then al l  of, again, these movers and shakers

that f rm talking about.

And [the event was an] tt invitat ion onlyrr type of thing

and [we] got to eat there. From a newspaper, the only one

that got an invite to go down there was the editor. I was up

here [motions upward] at the other balcony which was assigned

to the press and we had. . . .Oh,  i t  was a mess but  we got  to  s i t
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through the whole thing, l isten to the speeches, and so on.

Af ter  that ,  i t  was a l l  over .  [The]  l imousine [ took]  o f f  to

the airport. I t  was a done deal. That was it  on Chamizal.

After that period, Chamizal was sti l l  pretty much in the mind

of  a lo t  o f  people.

When did you learn about the idea of constructing a park on

the traded lands?

That was in the early going. That was in the early going when

the poli t icians in EI Paso insisted that i f  they were going to

get that treaty through, they needed to satj-sfy the aspirants

at EI Paso. One of thern was the Chamizal Park. And at that

t ime, the problem was complicated in that you donrt declare

parks that easily in the federal system. You can do a

memorial, [or] you can do this, but then you can only do a

memorial to a big, broad event. You cannot do it  str ict ly for

th is  one event .  So Charn iza l  is  more than just  Chamizal .  f t ts

basical ly a memorial to the entire work of the IBWC from a

hundred years to now. And that is memorial ized in that f i ln

that they have.

But at the early going, there was a lot of ideas tossed

around. One thing Idiscussed] was pros and cons on a

ref lect ing pool .  I  remernber  that  was,  geezer  dD exc i t ing. . . .

People said, "Why do you want a reflecting pool? You got al l

these sand storms. Yourre going to have this thing fuII of

mud. Itfs never going to work. The type of

conmemoration....  rr Then you had the old red neck sentiment,
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you know, rrThe he1l with Mexj-cans. We donrt want themr" you

know. [ I td  hear  that  sor t  o f  s tuf f .  Others sa id] ,  t tWhy

should we commemorate thern?lr And then there was somebody who

said, rr l ,etrs have a statue of Benito JuSrez here. Just l ike

the Mexicans are putting a statue of [Abraharn] Lincoln on the

other  s ide. r r  And therets  s t i l l  a  lo t  o f  that  rac ism. I t  was

quite rampant. I t  exists. I  know it existed then and it

exists now. But, again, that was the controversy at the t ine.

We followed that througrh because later on, what happened was,

you had to have a separate bi1l, a complementary bi l l ,  for the

Chamizal- Memorial establishing that. You also had to have a

separate law for the Border Highway. And there was a lot of

disappointments and so on because many people expected the

Chamizal to be something bigger than that. A lot of people

not only expected the land for Bowie High School, they also

expected the feds to have built a school. They expected the

reflecting pool in the other place. They expected a lot more.

They expected an amphitheater, sonething very nice. They

expected a total highway system when, in fact, the feds were

only saying, ttWetl l  bi l l  you money for the highway as far as

giving the right-of-way, but as far as bridges over that

highway, yourre going to have to pay for them yourself .rr Then

you had the. . . .When the Chamj-za l  was actual ly  bu i l t  there was

a lot of concern. People see you have a lot of grass, but no

trees. [They would say], you know, ttWhy [does] Mexico have a

lot  o f  t rees? Why canr t  we have them?rr  You know, [ I td  hear ]
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that sort of thing.

That was quite a bit of the controversy after the Diaz

ordaz and Johnson rneeting. A lot of i t  dealt on these

complementary projects fsuch as] the fBorder] Highway and the

Chamizal [Mernorial].  And, of course, the canal had been

relocated. There was some controversy Iconcerning that phase.

r heard cornments such asl, ItWhat do you do with the land?

Letrs  cover  i t  up. r r  The Ci ty  of  EI  Paso came up wi th  [an idea

of creatingl Paseo de 1os Heroes or something l ike that. They

did come up with a nice covered area there.

As far as the Chamizal i tself,  one thing that I remember

gett ing involved in with Frank Srnith, ISuperintendent,

Chamizal National Memorial l ,  was over the f i lm that was the

documentary. And I did go over a 1ot of the stuff that they

put together Isuch as] the rrBrown Report, rr which is a

historical narrative on the boundary and so on. And I did

comment on that in those years and, in fact, dS I recently

cornmented on it again when they reissued it. We also had

comments on the scripts for the f i ln. And I was part of

Frankrs advisory board on that. And there were some things

that we changed.

I recall one thing that really stuck out was that there

was a l i t t le segment there about. . .  .  [The segrment read

something I ikel ,  rtThis was a period of lawlessness in which we

had American cowboys intruding into Mexico and. . . . rr Then the

segment mentioned the tr. .  .Mexican bandidos on this side. r l
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And, you know, [the f i ln had] l i t t le nuances l ike that. I

rernember we scratched out [these segments]. There was a lot

of discussion over these things. To the Park Servicers

credit,  they accepted al l  of that- al l  of the changes- and it

was very well done. We had groups, Iike from LULAC [League of

United Latin American Cit izensl, and others who helped us on

the advisory committee.

Then the one thing that really upset us was the first cut

of the f i lm which had some of these things which would later

on-  f t11 te l I  you now- which was the nuances. . . .But  the second

part was the one that concerned us the most. And that was the

narrator.

Who was the narrator?

Fernando Lamas. And his Argentinean accent just didnrt come

across. It  was awful. I t  was just awful. And, you know, we

rejected that one after the other. [Sone conmittee members]

said, rrBut, I  mean, the man is giving us a good price and

doingtt this and that rrand basical ly he sounds very good.rr And

I said, rrsounds very good to your ear, but keep in mind when

it comes to culture you have a t in ear. I t  doesnrt sound

r ight .  I t rs  not  go ing to  go across.  And therefs  the way hers

mispronouncing some words that almost sound obscene.rr ISome

committee members saidl ,  "oh. oh, yeah?'r (chuckles) [I

saidl ,  rrAnd then the other thing. Yourre goinqt to do this in

English and Spanish. Now the English is rough, very rough,

for Fernando Lamas. His Spanish is even worse. rr so he was
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scrapped. That f irst draft,  f  donrt know what they did with

it,  but i t  was just awful. Then Ricardo Montal-ban was brought

in to do the other one. And hers done a masterful job, I

thought ,  both in  Engl ish and in  spanish.  r t 's  s t i I l  a  good

f  i I n .

Wel l ,  that rs  bas ica l ly  i t  on the Chamizal  that  I  can

remember, lboth] f irsthand [and] secondhand. Now, Irm in a

posj-t ion where we revisit  a lot of these issues. And, agai-n,

you see some of the people that were there. I saw them as a

young- what- twenty-one year old coming back from the service,

going back to col lege. I saw thern as a reporter, f irst [as a]

young reporter, [then as a] mature reporter. And I thought I

had a great deal of respect with the comrnunity. I was a big

par t  o f  i t ,  [ in ]  both U.S.  and Mexico.  And then I  was a

Foreign Affairs off icer. I  think thatfs the word they used

for  my t i t le  here.

I tm well into my nineteenth year [of enployment with the

IBWCI so lrve been here awhile, (chuckles) been here quite a

while. And I do continue to advise, not only this present

Commissioner, but other Commissioners who have been here

before.  And werve had,  o f  course,  a  succession of

Commissioners on the Mexican side. And the Department of

State does re ly  on th is  of f ice 's  adv is ing Iand]  i t 's

insti tut ional memory on a lot of these thinqs. So we do visit

issues from tirne to t ime that bring us back to the Chamizal.

And one of them that hrerve been quite involved in in the
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last two years has been the replacement of the Bridge of the

Americas. And thatrs an interesting case in that the treaty

pretty well  said i t  must be tol l  free. On the other hand, i f

the two governments want to change that provision the

Commission has the power to interpret the treaty in certain

ways. So therefore, i f  we had a consensus between U.S. and

Mexico, and part icularly the population' we probably could

charge tolls at that bridge or reach an agreement for that.

But as a practical rnatter, w€ know that we cannot get that

consensus.  The movers and shakers of  the [19]60s are s t i l l

with us. They remember the pronise. And the feds should not

break that. But, on the other hand, we have a lot of push now

by U.S. and Mexico where both U.S. and Mexican governments

want the rrusersrr to pay that l tol l ] .  That is the buzz word-

r ruserr r  fees.  [ I f  the]  t ruserr  pays,  [ there is ]  less lo f  a ]

burden on the taxpayer directly. Althou9h, in the end, we al l

pay for it. The comrnercial sector was quite involved in this

in that when that bridge was f irst opened in lL9)67. And the

faci l i t ies were opened also in that year. [These were] new

fac i l i t ies.  Yourre ta lk ing about  e ight  lanes [on the]  Br idge

of the Americas [and a] big inspection faci l i ty with room to

grow, and grow, and grow [that is] total ly unuti l ized for the

most part. There was crit icism that i t  was overbuil t .

I  think back in those days in nineteen- say []-9178- when

all of a sudden the maquiTadora movement takes root and werre

seeing l - ,000 t rucks a day on that  br idge.  [As a resul t ,  i t
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has gottenl to the point that i t 's pretty well  deteriorated.

We have to take measures to protect the bridge [and] restr ict

lirnits on the amount of weight that those vehicles can carry.

GSA, Customs, fmmigration, and Agriculture' they had to expand

those faci l i t ies to something where they can do almost f ive

hundred inspections per half a day or whatever. Theyrve come

up with new mechanisms of inspections. They've also added

addit ional vehicle Ianes. There used to be eight. Nor^r they

have ten, I bel ieve, or maybe eleven, sornething l ike that. So

[even though theyrve done] aII of that and, st i l l ,  you have a

crowded bridge.

You have the phenomenon of long 1ines. That was

someth ing we d idn ' t  see in  the [ ] -9160s.  We star ted seeing

them after L969 with Operation Intercept. And itrs never been

the same since Operation fntercept. f t  wil l  always be

crowded. The world is changed. Irve seen in those later

years the change of the way we do business, the [way] border

off icials do business with the local community. We are

bigger. We are a bigger city. Ju6rez is a bigger city. We

no longer have the c1ose, int irnate t ies between off icials on

their side and ours where [for exarnple, i f ]  you had a problem

you got on the l ine and called Joe. And Joe and Jos6 would

take care of i t ,  you know. It  doesnrt work anymore. The

Distr ict Directors of Immigration [and] Customs were pals.

Thatts just the back of, oh- maybe not Gordon Adams, Adams was

h is  l as t  name. . .D .D . . . f o r  fmmig ra t i on .  And  then  you  had  guys
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Iike- what- Ray fRalrmond H. ] Dwj,gans. Ray Dwigans was one of

these movers and shakers who was Customs Director. And it was

just a nice t ine when they would come to the newspaper off ice.

We would go to thern. We would chat about [border problems and

issues and sdy, for examplel ,  rrWhatrs the problem with [the

cross ingl? Werve got  a  cross ingi  problem.rr  [They would saY] ,

"Oh,  wer11 take care of  i t . r r  I t  was a l l  very in t imate.

Then operation Intercept came on in [19]69. And then,

that was just one night to the next [and] wham! It was shut.

We got the federal governmentrs explanation as to why these

things happened. And at that t ime- this was, again, in

t19169- we had the same movers and shakers and theytre being

told by none other than J. Gordon Liddy that, rrThis is the way

wer re  go ing  to  do  bus iness  f rom now on  and . . . r l

End of Tape one

Side B

Beginning of Tape Two

side A

Y: An1ruray, G. Gordon Liddy was telling us that this was the way

that business was going to be conducted in EI Paso from now

on. [He said] ,  rrWe have a terrible drug problem. ff  And he had

flow charts and all this stuff about the amount of drugs that

was coming through, how we had grown up nationally, and so on,
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and so o[, and that fron now oilr every single vehicle hras

going to be inspected at the bridge. They were going to have

a complete search of every vehicle. There would be al l  sorts

of searches of individuals. [He told Us], rrAnd you can expect

long l ines at those bridges. Sorry about that, but this is

the way werre going to do things." And it  went oD, and oD,

and on. There was a lot of opposition by the bus j-ness

community, especial ly the downtown business area. And I

rernember with Schwartz- not Schwartz, the other 9uY, the

f r iendly  9uy,  the dark guy.  I '11 th ink of  i t .  (chuck les)

And [there were] others [opposed]. I  could see the pain in

people l ike Ray Dwigans,  who. . . .They had the oId way of  do ing

business. Now, al l  of a sudden, they had to be the bad guys.

It was al l  changing now. You could see that this was a new El

Paso.  Wetre get t ing b ig.  Wetre going to  get  in formal .  Werre

going to not have the close relations anymore. And thatrs

basical ly what tr iggered a lot of that. And there was a lot

of indignation, both on this side landl on the Mexican side.

Maybe at some other tine we can talk about Operation fntercept

and operatj-on Dignity on the Mexican side [and] al l  the

exciting times we had during the newspapering of that time.

But thatrs a different story.

okay. Would you Like to make any closingr comments, Mlf.

Ybarra?

Y: Well,  f  think what f just said is pretty much the transit ion

you see here. The whole community is changed. The whole
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community is changed. There was a time wherer ds a newspaper

man, you probably had the visibi l i ty that probabl-y your

newscasters have now on television. Newspapers were sti11 an

important part. And this was an afternoon paper that f worked

for which had very good circulation at the tirne. And we took

pride in scooping the other guys on a 1ot of things. But i t

was visibi l i ty and people knew who you were. And it  was a

good feeling in that you were able to talk to them and it was

a learning process. And this is where you learn the

addit ional stuff that you dontt pick up in formal interviews

and so on. Like I mentioned the o1d copita [or] whatever.

Itrs always something, even over at the golf course.

In the context of Chamizal though, I think I was quite

fortunate in coming in when I did back from overseas where I

was in the rni l i tary and then start ing school again. I ,  f irst

of al l ,  learned that these things that f learned as a very

small chi ld from my rnother and ny father were, in fact '  real

history. I  mean, i t  real ly was a problem back then and it  was

sonething that was unrealized. I saw at those years on the

surface the situation that was al l  of this hustle and bustle

going on from the relocation of people and so on in the

discussion. And II also saw] those formative poli t ical years

where you deal with these older people that know more about

these things. And you learn from them, but you also get a

better insight as to the process that 's going on. And then,

again, para1le1 that to my college education and I wonder
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which is more important, whether f learned more from the

poli t ical guidance that I got from the potit icians, whether I

etot it more from the college of hard knocks being a cab

driver, or whether I learned it fron the text books and the

curriculum that I learned at good old Texas Western College'

Again, put them all  together [and] i t ts a good, formative

thing. Itrs given me an experience to learn a lot about the

fed systern. Fact is, I  learned a lot about IBWC back in those

years, also. That, in i tself,  gave me an opportunity to

actually be recruited into the job that I have now.

Letrs  see,  I rm going back in to twenty years Iand]

reminiscing over the forty years- twenty years, rather- I

cantt help but think back at ny last art icle, i lY last column

that I wrote for the Herald Post. And as I recall ,  i t  was a

nice headline that they gave me. It  said, rrBorder Briefs Says

Goodbye, tt or something like that. And then, what I do is come

up with a wrap-up of the eight years' agaj-n, with the Mexican

re lat ionship.  Basicat ly ,  the Mexico that  I  saw in  [ ] -9168 is

no  l onger  the  Mex ico  tha t  I rm  see ing  i n  LL9J75 .  f t r s  no t

going to go backwards. Things are going to move forward. You

got these issues in a broader scale of the loss of the

familiarity of one another. The intimate knowledge and so on

is becoming more bureaucratic, more inexact in rnany ways, but

at the same time you do have a progress thatts going on in

Mexico. And what you see there is basj-ca11y a microcosm of

what we have seen here in E1 Paso.
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okay.  weI I ,  I td  l ike to  thank you for  your  t i rne.  r rve very

appreciative.

Oh,  yourre welcorne.  Enjoyed ta lk ing.

And perhaps if you have anything else to add' we can interview

you  aga in  o r . . .

WeIl,  i f  yourre ever into some other areas that you think I

know something about or somebody else reconrmends me, then Ird

sure be glad to talk to You.

Okay. Thank you very much. This is the end of the interview.

End of Interview
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