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Chamizal" Oral History Project

Oscar  B .  Whi te
By Michel le L.  Gomil la

March 2,  1994

This is an int,erview with Mr. Oscar white, founding

president of the ChamizaL Civic Organi-zation. The int.erview,

by Michelle Gomil la, is part, of the Chamizal Ora] History

Pro ject .  We are located at  Mr.  Whi te 's  home,  7098 Dale Road,

E I  Paso ,  Texas .  Today ' s  da te  i s  March  2 ,  L994 .

G : Mr.  Whi te,  we' l1  go ahead and

please tel l  us when and where

I was born here in E1 Paso on

Where were your parents from?

start  t ,he interview. f f  you'd

you were born.

Irlarch 26, 1922 .W:

G:

W:

G :

W :

They were from Mexico but they are American cit izens. And I

lost my father when I was two and a half years o1d and my

mother married Mr. White, who adopted Ehe members of her

fami ly .  And so that . 's  why my name is  Oscar  B.  Whi t .e .  "B i l

stands for Bolivar, who was my fat.her's name. And I kepE his

last name as a middle name because he brought me into Lhe

wor ld .  And then,  o f  course,  [ I  kept l  my stepfather l 's  last

namel because he raised me and educat.ed me.

What part of El Paso were you reared in?

Mostly in the what. you call  the central area. That would be

what is now Oct.avia and Missouri.  And t.hen [I l ived] in easE



G:

W:

G:

W:

El Paso around Lhe - f  graduaEed from Beall School. That's on

Raynor and Pera. And then we moved to Florence and Myrtle

which is downtown - in an apartment complex. And then we

lived on Overland Street. And then I was left aIone. And

before I went into the service I moved around the Myrtle,

Newman area.

Af ter f got back f rom t,he service I start.ed working

with National Cash Register Company, a job that T held for

eighteen years. And then r guit tmy job withl them and went

on my own and established the Border Cash Register Company,

which is  a t  7a98 [Da1e Road]  in  the rear .  And I rm st i l l

f ix ing cash regis ters  at  Lh is  age.

Okay. Did you have any family living in the Chamizal area?

None at al l .  None at al l .  I  was t l ivingl approximately a

mile or bwo miles from where Lhe Chamiza:. area was.

Do you remember when the ChamLzal Treaty was passed?

Yes, I remember. I  don't remember the exact year, but f do

remember very, very dist inctly. And it 's very vivid in my

mind because of t ,he problems we encountered. And, of course,

t,he government also encountered quite a few problems in

implemenLing the reguisices of that act because ic was a

special law that was passed mostly Lo protect the residents of

that  area.

So how did you become interesced in helping the people that

were l iving in the Chamizal area at the t ime of the treauy?

r was ca1led by one of the residents. The name [of the

G :

W:



G:

W:

personl t.hat I remember as calling me was a lady by [Lhe name

ofl Lacarra. I  bel ieve her name was E1vira Lacarra. And we

set up a sort of an appointment as to where we were going to

meet to try t,o organize a group because t,hey were encountering

a Iot of problems with the government negot,iaLors. And we did

establish an organization at Sacred Heart Church at Oregon

Street. And t.he father there provided a room that. we could

use any t.ime t.hat we wanted Lo. And that' s where we had our

lmeet , ings] .  f t  was a school  room Lhat  was,  o f  course,  used

during the day, we used it  late in the af t .ernoon or on

Saturdays and Sundays to have our meetings.

Do you remember the name of the faLher at the church?

Father Gafford, 1r€s, Father Gafford. Because there were

several times we sat down and had privat,e t,a1ks. Because one

of the rules Ehat I esEablished when f was appointed or

elected president of the organizaLion was that, i t  was not

going to be a poli t ical organization. And it  was during the

time that they were getting ready to hold the municipal

elect, ions here. And I f igured thaL somebody would try Lo use

t.he organizat, ion as a sLepping sLone to gett ing elected. And

r wanted to prohibiE thac because this was a very serious

business thaL we had to conduct. And a gentleman that, was

running for mayor and a friend of his - both were very close

friends of mine - was running for alderman. And they tried to

get in there and speak t.o the people and I practical ly threw

t.hem out of the meeting room. And, of course, i t  got to



G:

W:

Father Gafford. We had a long talk and then he agreed with me

that I had done the right. thing.

Do you remember the name of the alderman?

Yes. . .Francisco HernSndez.  He used to own a drug s tore r ight

across the street from the Thomason General Hospital. And the

gent.leman that. was running for mayor - at that time he was an

alderman but he was nlnning for mayor - Mr. Ralph Seitsinger.

And he 's  s t i11 a l ive here in  El  Paso.  So I  pracLica l ly  threw

them out of the meeting room. And then one of Lhe members

went out and talked to Ehem and Eold them that if they became

members that t.hey could attend the meeting. And they tried

that method and I threw them out again. (chuckles)

So it, was fruitful in t.hat, that was Lhe beginning of

the implement,ation of the Chami-zaL Act,. And then afLer a few

meetings I encountered some problems that there were Lwo

individuals that, they had t,he intenE of embarrassing President.

lJohn F. I Kennedy. And t.hat was something that, I didn' t share

with t.hem and that. I  was only interested in protecting the

people and seeing t,hat Lhey were taken care of . And so I

could not. work with t,hem, but I had the support of most of the

members. But, anyway, I felt .  that i t .  was no use of trying to

do something because f knew iE was going to be something that

was going to take some time and it was going to be something

that would require stepping on peoples' toes. And I was not,

on ly  ready,  but  prepared,  to  do i t .  And I  just  couldn ' t  do i t

with those two individuals there.



u .

W:

G :

W :

Mrs. Lacarra approached you f irst?

I bel ieve she was the one that cal led me to establish t,haL

organizat ion lChamizal  Civ ic  Organizat , ionJ.  Thatrs  Ehe only

name that comes to mind as being t.he f irsL one to contact me.

Was she representing a certain area?

Yeah. She had one of the best constructed homes in that area.

And, of course, she was very much concerned. And then she had

a l i t t le bit,  of knowledge in poli t ics. I  t ,hink that she was

the f irst one to start getLing the people organized there.

And was she elected to off ice in the club?

No .

In the organizaLion?

No, no. No, the only one that was elected was myself. Andf

of  course,  w€ took very l i t t le  notes.  I t  was mosLly  held in

memory because we were just trying to figure ouL the best. way

to approach the problem. And, of course, when I saw L,he

problem that I was having I, left them, resigned, and then I

rested for abouL a week.

And then I had a call from a lady by the name of Mrs.

Valentin Hernindez that lived over here in Cordova lGardens]

and she told me of the problems that they were having there.

And this was an area t,hat was not originally involved in the

Chamizal, but the government wanted t.o change that area to

Mexico so that t.hey could straighten t,he f low or the course of

the river. And f went to her house, we had Lhe f irst meeting,

and I set some rules and they agreed t,o Lhem. And we started

G:

W:

G:

W:



working from there on.

G: WhaE type of people were aL the meetings? Were they mosLly

property owners?

W: They were al l  property owners. Because that 's one of the

requirements t.hat, you know, that Lhey had t,o have something

in conunon in order to protect each other and feel the impact

of the problem that they were having. And we were very

successful because there eame a t ime when I saw that the only

way that, we could get anything done or j-mprove Lhe siEuation

that, was geLting out of hand was for someone Co go to

Washington and Lo represent, che people and talk to somebody

that, had a l i t t le bit of authority in order Eo correct the

injust, ices. And t.here were Lwo injustices in t*yl mind the

way I saw it, .

And the only one that was selecLed Lo go was myself. And

at. that t.ime I had a very ongoing business, so I had to hire

somebody to take care of my business. And f started trying to

negotiat,e to make arrangemenE,s Lo go Lo Washingt,on. And the

only help that. we wanted was somebody to make arrangiements as

to whom I  was supposed to see.  That  was a l l .  We d idn 'L want

any f inancial support or anything l ike that.

So nobody would help me until I went Eo Congressman

Richard Whit.e's campaign manager. I t .  hasn't been t.oo long

t,hat, he ret. ired as a judge. He was an attorney. I went Lo

his off ice and it  was on a Friday afternoon. And I Cook Uwo

briefcases fu1l of aff idavits and complaints and so on and so



fort,h. And I t.ook out jusE two at random and I gave Lhem to

him and I told him of the problem t,hat I was having making

arrangements to go Lo Washington. And I asked him to look

t,hem over - and he was an atEorney - and I Eold him that if he

saw that. chere was no reason to complain that I 'd leave his

off ice, but, orr t .he other hand, i f  he saw reason for me Lo go

Lo Washington and try Lo correct Lhings that I would

appreciate i t  i f  he would cal l  Congressman Richard whit.e.

rrnmediacely he read both of t.hem and then he inrmediately

picked up the phone and caIled WashingLon, but because of the

time change he was not able to get hold of Congressman Whit,e.

I 'm prett.y sure it was t,he f ollowing Sunday that, I

had a call from Congressman Richard Whit,e in Washington and

Lhe f irst Lhing he said - I  knew him very well because I

helped him in his campaigns and I believed in him - and he

told fr€, he said, "Oscar, I  understand yourre having some

trouble coming to Washington.'r And I said, ' tYes.tr And he

said, "WeIl, tel l  you what, Monday morning my secretary wil}

cal l  you and she'l l  give you al l  the information you need."

And I had told the lawyer that the people that I represented

had expressed a desire for me to cake a wreath of f lowers to

President Kennedy's grave. So, I guess, the lawyer expressed

that to Congressman White. And he told me, he said, rrWhen,

the secretary cal ls you she'l1 give you t.he price of the

wrea th . r t

And, an)rway, Monday morning I had a call real early in



t.he morning. And., sure enough, the secretary had all the

information for me land t,o1d me] t.hat since I wanted to be

there on a Sunday, that if f got there on a certain day - it

was a Sunday - t,hen Ehe following morning, Monday, Lhat I

would meet wich Congressman Richard White for, I  think, i t  was

an hour, an hour and a half. And then arrangements would be

mad.e so f could go and take the wreat.h of flowers to President

Kennedy's grave and then at two o'c1ock Lhat I would meet with

Lwo of the heads - we1l, they were representatives of the

government that had anything to do with the Chami-zal. Treaty.

rt was a lawyer that. either helped or wrot.e the 1aw itself and

then a former ambassador that also had something Lo do with

writ ing t,he law. [I  was schedu]ed t,o meeE with theml at two

o'c lock.  And [she a lso to ld  me]  that  I  would be accompanied

by one of  the congressman's  admin is t rat ive ass is tants .  I

bel ieve it  was Alex Gonzllez who used to be justice of the

peace someplace in  Sierra Blanca,  lTexas] ,  I  be l ieve.

So, sure enough, I got Lo Washington on Sunday. And I

was not very comfortable at the beginning because I had two

briefcases ful l  of complaints and aff idavits and some pict.ures

and so on and so forth. And I found myself wondering why I

was there and Lhinking that, maybe, I had no business being

there. Anyway, I went and had a cup of coffee and came back.

And t,hen I st.arted thinking of the people t.hat sent me over

there because at one of Lhe meetings the members started

contribut. ing ten dollars, twenty dollars, t ,owards the



[purchase of] t,he plane t,icket and they would not 1eL me put

a single penny in there of my own money. And werre talking

about old people that f knew fi f teen dollars was, you know, a

burden to them [and] t,hat they needed [Lhe money they

contributedl for food. And at chat t, ime, I think - f  forgot

but it. was over three hundred dollars. But I took care of

al l  my expenses and things. I took care of my business. So

they gave me a lit.tle bit more encouragement as to follow

through the fol lowing day.

The fol lowing day I went to the representacive's building

there and I went to his off ice. He met with me and he

recorded my conversation wit,h him. And then he was called to

la t tend a congi ress ional  sess ion] .  Congress was in  sess ion.

They called him. So then I stayed with his administrative

ass i s tan t .

Ac exact. ly nine o' clock - oh, by t,he wdy, when the

secreLary cal led me she said, rrwe have three wreaths of

f lowers that are very adequate for what. you want to do.rr She

gave me the price of the, cheapest. one, the middle one, and

then the higher priced one. So I picked the middle one. And

she  sa id ,  " I t ' 11  be  ready . "  So ,  su re  enough ,  a t  n ine  o ' c lock ,

we go over t.o t.he cemetery and I was of f ered an honor guard.

That. was the most j-mpressive thing that I have ever lseen] .

And that was the first honor guard that had been accorded the

congressman because he hadn't been in off ice very 1ong. I

forgot just. how long it  had been, buL it 's something Ehat r



wil l  never forget, you know, the Marines and al l  the

ceremonies that. go through.

And, I bel ieve, thaL I had lunch with, Congressman

Richard Whit,e at the cafeLeria there * at the commercial

cafeteria - and then at two o'clock we went to another off ice

bui ld ing,  A lex and mysel f .  I t  was two orc lock.  And I  met

with those tv/o representat. ives unti l  t ,en minut.es unti l  seven'

And I gave them all I had and so on and so forth. And they

would ask me quest, ions, but to me it  didnrt seem l ike I was

gett ing through to them. But, of course, I didn't know Lhe

gentlemen.

And prior to then, I had f i led a suit against the

federal giovernment. that involved a piece of property that

belonged t .o  a senior  couple,  Mr.  and Mrs.  Meza.  Mr.  Meza was,

I bel ieve about sixty-f ive years o1d and she was about sixt,y-

two or sixLy-three. They belonged Lo the lChamizal Civic]

Organization and, of course, w€ had agreed that nobody was

going t.o sign until everybody was taken care of .

I t .  happened thaL I had a cal l  one afternoon [from Mrs.

l(eza atl  about four o'clock and she Lold me that she didn't

have any electr icity. And I asked her co check her records

and see i f  she had paid the e lect r ic i t .y .  And she sa id,  "No."

She said,  n I  pa id the e lect r ic i ty . "  So I  asked her  to  take

ouL the bi l ls, you know, while f held Ehe phone. And, sure

enough, she was paid up. She didnrt owe any money. And she

says,  ' tThe th ing is ,  Lhere 's  no met .er .  There are no wi res

r_0



f rom my home to the post ,  see,  to  the ut i l i ty  posL."

So I ca1led the elecLric company and I got hold of one of

the big shots and r told him that somebody was in troubl-e

either the elect.ric company or t,he federal government. And I

told him who I was and that f wasn'L playing and f said, 'r l f

you don ' t  te I l  me the whole sLory, "  I  sd id,  ' ryoutre the ones

that'  s going to be held I iable. " so he went and got t.he

records. And t.he clock at t ,he Meza's home had sLopped at

9:15 a.m.  They fe f t  to  go to  JuSrez to  v is i t  some fami ly

members and relatives and the clock showed Ehat it stopped at

9  : 15  a .m .

So, anyway, this represent.ative f rom the elect,r ic

company got the records and said that he had been called by

the project engineer or supervisor t,o tel l  him to remove the

electr icity service t.o that home because iL belonged to the

federal government. And f said, "ft  doesn't belong to the

federal government.rr But anyway I t'old him it, was - by that

t . ime  i t .  was  abou t  4 :L5  o r  4 :30  p .m.  I  t o ld  h im  tha t  i f  t he

elect r ic i ty  wasnr t  restored l to  t ,he Meza home]  before qui t t ing

time t.hat I would f i le a suit against them.

So, sure enough, they wenL up there and they installed

the electr icity. But. I  did f i le a suit against, the federal

government.. When I went to Washington they asked me to drop

the suit and [co1d me] that they would start negotiat ing again

with the people [that l ived in the Chamizal area], And r

didnrt promise t,hem that. I  would drop it  or anything l ike

1l-



t,hat., but [during theJ meeting with those t,wo gent,lemen unt,il

at ten minutes until seven, the phone rang and it was one of

the relatives of one of the men. And, otherwise, I think we

would have st,ayed a l i t , t1e bit longer.

So I packed up my briefcases. And as I walked out

the door, [as I was] standing there for the elevator with the

company of Alex and the two gentlemen, tit was thenl that I

felt  t ,hat I had to tel l  them just how I fe1t, you know. And

that. was very j-mportant to me. And r told them, I said, ni lve

met with you since Lwo o'clock and unti l  Len minutes unL.i l

seven and I rm going to t.el1 you how f feel .  f  feel Chat f

have accompl j-shed nothing for the people t,hat, I  represent.rr

And they just grinned, you know, and didn't say anything.

So [weJ got in the elevator and Alex and I went. t,o

the congressman's  of f ice.  And he was st i1 l  wai t ing for  us.

And he asked me how it went.. And I told him, you know, the

same thing that f had told [Uhe government represent.atives].

And he told me, he said, "Oscar, Chose are d.iplomats and t.hey

don't.  have poker faces. They wil l  not show you a poker face.rl

And he said, "By the fact Ehat they l istened to you as long as

they d id,  i t ts  because Ehey ' re going to  do someth ing."  He

says, "They're noL accustomed t,o meeting with anybody for more

t.han thirt.y to f orty-f ive minutes. I '  And, of course, I rve

never had any contact with a diplomaL or anything. So, to me,

I st i l1 did not believe even the congressman.

And I mentioned to you that I had had lunch that day

t2



with Congressman Richard white. And while having lunch we

came across another congressman [named] Henry GonzSlez from

San Ant,onio and he inviced us Eo have lunch Lhe following day

with him. so, anyway after I left,  - oh, the congressman white

told me just. as we were leaving his off ice. And iE was after

?:30 p.m.  And he sa id,  "Oscar ,  g ive th is  gent leman f ive days

or give him a week and you'I l  see some improvemenLs. " And, to

rTr€, I just. couldn't see lany improvements], you know, because

they didn't, show me that, they had digested everything that f

to ld  them, you know. So I  sa id,  "We11,  I  s t i l l  don ' t  be l ieve

i t . "  And r  le f t .  I  sa id goodbye to h im and t r  to ld  h iml ,

r r l '11 see you tomorrow.r r  And t l l  went  back t .o  t .he hoLel  .

Af ter  I  got  back to  the hote l ,  I  s tar ted ref lect ing on

what had gone on and so on and so forEh and I became very

upset. So I checked with Lhe air l ines as to when the next

f l ighE. [was scheduled] to leave Washington. And I cal led

Congressman Richard White and I t,old him that I was going to

leave that night. or the following morning real earIy. And I

told him why and I asked him t.o apologize to Henry B. Gonz61ez

for me. And so I left and came back.

Well,  i t  wasn't f ive days or a week - I  think i t .  was about.

three days - when I started seeing things change. So as a

result,  I  dropped the lawsuit that. I  f i led against, the federal

government..

At the beginning I told you that the act - the law

calIed for a compensation board to be formed by Mr. [Joseph

r.3



F.I Friedkin, IConnrissioner, International Boundary and Water

Commiss ion,  U.s.  Secuioni ,  and that  board was supposed to be

composed of the 1ocal cit izens. And the purpose of that, board

was to hear complaints or arguments from affected homeowners

t.hat were not get.t,ing enough to compensate t.hem for their

loss. And laccording to the tenets of the Chami-za:-. Treaty] ,

the government could not alter the appraisal price on the

property, but that t.hey could consider exLra compensation t.o

take care of Lheir extra needs. And the board members were

not lawyers. I t .  did not involve [a knowledge of] law or

anyt.hing like that. But when I went to Washingt,on I brought.

i t .  to the attention that, the board had never been established.

And they were very, very upset..

But then one thing that I did notice, Lhat when I

mentioned the case of Margarit .a SSnchez where the negotiator -

the government employee - went and told her that she had

nothing but junk and t.hat I f  elt  t .hat L.hat was her castle.

And they were very, very much upset because of Lhat. And I

remember that they told me that. they would never - the

government - would never stand f or t,hat, you know.

Le t ' s  back  up  a  b i t

Yes .

Could you

becauge,  in

move or be.

Yes .

e laborate,  NIr .

rea l i ty ,  these

White, orr the appraisal process

people had no choice. They had to



G:

W:

G:

l i l :

.  " . r e Ioca ted .

That  is  r ight .

WhaE, did the process involve?

We1l, Lhe process involved a government negotiator going in

there t,o see the homeowner and teIl t,hem that their property

had been appraised at a certain price.

Do you remember what. the homes looked like, more or less?

WeII, they were very humble homes. I would say that Lhey

would range in that time at a market value of anywhere from

$5 ,  000 to  $5 ,  000 ,  $7,  000 .  Somet ,h ing l ike that  .

And the homeowners had clear t i t les to [their homes] ?

Yes, t,hey had clear t i t , les t,o them but. the process thaL the

negotiat.ors used - and we must remember that., 4s t told you,

that the negotiat.ors, which were t.he appraisers, chey were

former real estate salesmen that were used to using a high

pressure tactic, you know. And many of the homeowners would

sit,  with them and say, ' tWel1, t ,his is not enough to take care

of my needs, " and so on and so forth. And the negotiators

would make it  clear to them that rhis was the f inal price.

Never did I hear of any negotiators saying, 'rYou have a

recourse of going to [a compensation board] . " Because

remember when I said Lhere was no such compensation board

exis t , ing.

And on many occasions, from sworn statements from

these homeowners, l i t  was evident] that, t .he negotiat.or or the

interpret.er would say, "WeI1, youtre dealing wit,h the federal

G :

W :

G :

W :

1 5



government and this is a f ixed price. rtts not, going to

change and we would suggest t.haE you get a good lawyer." They

were talking to people that had never had occasion to Ealk Lo

a lawyer. They were scared of courts. And on many occasions

- of course, when the negotiator went in there he was already

prepared with the the contract of sale. And on many occasions

theyrd sdy,  t 'No.  Therers no way that  f  can se l l  th is  house

for that amount. I cannot accept that amount. " And t,hen t,hey

were told to slgn that form to show t,hac they had contacted

that person and t.hat they had t.old them of the price even if

they did not accept i t .  And t.hey did sign without a wiEness

being present or anything l ike that. And what they were

signing, they thoughL, they were signing jusL somet.hing Ehat,

would be evidence that they had been cont.acted, see? And in

actuali ty what they were doing were signing the contract of

sale. And Lhey didn't know t.hat..

And f proved - and f was willing to go to courE on Ehat -

and I proved to the government representative in Washington

t.hat t.hose were i11ega1 contracts and they would not hold

water in court,.  And I told him t.hat I would f i le suit on each

one of those. WeIl, one of the things chat they told me, that

after things got reorganized, that. they told me one of the

condit.ions in me dropping Lhe suit that they would re-

negotiate with every member of the organization that had

signed a contract of sale or an agreement to sell and they

would renegot.iate from start, you know, as if they had never
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contacted them.

So my instructions to t,he members of the organization

were t,hat anytime that a negotiator went t,o make contact with

a homeowner t.hey were assigned - ehe nexE house, or the next

family to their r ight or to their left - they were supposed to

call me as soon as they saw the negotiat.or knocking on the

door. Then I would take off to be there, see? So we formed

a network where I would be Ehere when t.hey wenL over to

negotiat.e with them.

Did the appraisers speak Spanish?

Very few, very few. And t,hey depended on the translaLors.

And, l ike I said, they didn'L do any good for the homeowners.

In f act, t .hey caused a lot of problems, you know.

You had ment.ioned at one point during our conversaLion before

we started t,he interview that you had gone in wit.h a flash

camera and taken pictures of the home.

You see, one of the requirements was that every negotiator

when Lhey arrived at the price the governmenc was going to pay

this homeowner that they would have comparable properties in

ot.her areas of the city to show them [and] t.hat they would be

able to buy another piece of property in a better area with

better conditions for the price t,hat the government was

offering t.hem.

So in order to support their figures and so on and so

fort.h, they would take a proposed properLy and say, "This is

located on such and such a place. fL has so many bedrooms, so
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many bathrooms" and so on and so forth. And, of course, they

would t.ake a picture that would give a good picture of t,he

property, even though it was a side view or a fronL view and

so on and so foruh. And t,hen in describing the inside they

would describe the f looring, the condiCion of the walls, i f  iC

needed painting, i f  t .hey had been painted recently, whaL kind

of heating and cooling system it,  had.

WeII, or the aff idavits that I had on Lhe people that I

was representing, I would take t,hose addresses and a copy of

the proposition by the negotiator and I would go and check

them. And I would make my own listing as to what was wrong'

with the house. And I would go and take a snapshot of t.he

condit,ions of the heaters and all that,. And I t,ook that t.o

Washingt,on to prove my point because I felt  Lhat, you know,

after al l ,  there was the word of a lay person against [ the

word ofl  a professional real estaEe salesman or

representat ive.

When the treaty went into effect, how did Che people l iving in

t.he Chamizal-. area hear about what would happen? Did they read

about i t  in a newspaper or. .  .

No. The f irst thing that happened aft,er the law was enacted,

that Senator Ralph Yarborough appointed...

End of Tape One

Side A

1 8
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Beginning of Tape One

Side B

So, as f told you, that Conrnissioner Friedkin was given t.he

the job of implementing the Chamizal Act in regards to

purchasing and clearing the propert,y Lhat was going to be

ceded to the Republic of Mexico [and] that, of course, he had

all  the addresses and al l  the engineers' maps as to what areas

were going to be needed. And they started sending mail ings to

the people. And they starEed getEing upset in regards to what

they were going to do and how Lhey were going to be able to

afford a home outside of their own area that they were used to

l i v i ng .

And one of Ehe t.hings that, Lo me, gave me strength to

help t,hem was that. when I went to Washington - and every time

that it was brought, up - land heard] t,hat a lot of those

people should have been prepared because t.hey knew that. those

propert ies were in the Chamizal area and they were subject to

the Chamizal setLlement. And I countered by Lell ing them

that , of course, many of t.hose people had never read the

deeds, even though in fine print it had on t.he bottom of t.he

page it  had LhaE it was subject co Chamizal sett lement

period - but t.hey didn't know what that meant. And I told

them t.hat aII t.hose people that I represented felt that. as

long as Lhey lived between the t.wo ports of ent.ry where the



American flags were that they knew t,hat they were in American

terr icory.  And that 's  a l l  Ehat  was impor tant  to  them. And

they were going to hold on Lo their property unLi1, of course,

they were able to be compensated properly.

And, of course, a lot of the problems t,hat existed

because of the urgency t.o complete t.he project - of course,

the urgency that, the negot,j-ators had of earning more money

t,hat every t,ime that they got through appraising or

negotiat ing for one block, they'd move on Lo the next. one.

And, of course, Lhe more expedient that they were in

completing the negotiat ion, the more money they made. But one

of the thi-ngs that I objected to was t,he fact, that, we had high

pressure salesmen doing the negotiat ing with these people.

And,  of  course,  [ f  a lso objected to  the fact  that  many of ]

them fwerel being threatened by some of the negotiat,ors that

ment,ioned that, the homeowner better get a good lawyer because

they were going to fight t,he federal government. And we were

dealing with people that had very - for the most part - very

l i t t le education. And when they heard mention of f ighting t.he

government they knew that they had no place to go, you know.

Whors going t,o f ight t .he federal government?

were there any off ices set up to help the people understand

the process of  re locat ion?

There were t.wo off ices provided for people Co go and talk to

the negotiat.ors. But. the only problem was that. Connnissioner

Friedkin allowed or made arranglements with t,he remaining real
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estate companies t ,o  establ ish an of f ice,  supposedly ,  to  in form

these effected homeowners. And Ehe real estate people had

thei r  o f f ices at  the entrance of  the t .wo of f ices.  And the

governmenL was providing free rent, free heat,ing, cooling, and

so on and so forth so the real estate people had it .  real good.

And as soon as an effected homeowner came in they were

approached by a real estate salesman who would ask them their

name and so and so forth. And the salesman had all the

records of every homeowner in that area. And the real est,ate

people would take turns - one week for each company - to take

a crack at whoever entered that off ice. Then after t.he

homeowner got, through talking to the salesman, who would try

to convince them to accept the offer that the government made

them and told Chem how well they were being taken care of, in

many cases, some of those people became burdened with a heavy

d.ebt. And the the real estate salesman would say, , 'WelI, take

th is  home and you ' l l  have a balance of  $4,0000' r  and so on and

so forth. And these were poor people that could not afford an

added burden of having a monthly payment bo pay.

Then, after Lhe salesman goE through with Lhem, the

homeowner would go and talk to a government represenLative in

regards to the negot, iatorts information. And chat's where the

deals were closed, you know, as to who signed the contract and

so on and so fort.h.

G: Where did most of the Chamizal residents relocat.e to? Which

area? Were there areas speci f ica l ly  set  as ide?
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own personal interest that frm sure was way ahead of the

int.erests of any ot,her homeowner. And [this was] in contrast

to me that I didn't own any property out, there. I  didn't have

any family relatives out. there. I  was helping the people on

a volunt.ary basls and spending my own money Lo help chem

because I felt. sorry for t.hem [and] because [wit.h] the lack of

education they had they were not prepared to deal with

somet,hing l ike this. And I 'm talking about. ninety, ninet,y-two

percent of the affecEed homeowners.

One Lhing that I forgot to ment.ion - and this is why I

hold former Congressman Richard White so highly in respect Co

t.his part icular operabion - was that when he called me

apparently he lhad already] found out thac I was incurring a

lot of expenses in cal l ing Washingt,on and Aust, in and al l  those

places. And he said, "There's no use of you paying out of

your own pocket,. I '11 make my off ice available to you - my

1ocal off ice here in EI Paso. All  you have to do is cal l  the

secretary and ask her to connect. you in any place in the

UniEed SLates.t '  And that rel ieved a lot of my problems in

that,, )rou know, I didntL have to hesitate before I picked up

the phone to call WashingLon. For some reason, you know, t,hat

I was provided that free service that. helped us a 1ot. And

t .hat 's  why I  fee l  so gratefu l  that  he was avai lab le to  us.

I  came across the name of  Soledad. . .

Oh ,  yes .

. . .Ag iu i r re  Loya .
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she was very far from the motorcade. (chuckLes) They were

going to make arrangements, you know, just Lo make sure that

nothing happened.

BuL, l ike I said, she was harmless. And she thought,

t.hat a petition would cure things, buL she never goL involved

in my meecj-ngs or anything l ike that. Because I considered

dealing with that problem as a v€rfr very serious problem and

iC proved Lo be very,  very ser ious.  But  t .hac 's  as far  as Mrs.

Loya got.

were there any other citizen organizations Lhat were operat,ing

at the t ime?

No, those two were the only ones.

The Chamizal .  .  -

Those t,wo, [the] Chamizal. People were crying for some help

because they were cornered and nobody would help them. A11

these organizations, l ike LULAC, [League of United Latin

American Cit izensl - I  used t,o know one of the founders of the

LULAC organization here in E1 Paso. He said, 'rGet t,hose

people Lo join the organization so we can help them. "

What was the name of this gentleman, do you remember?

Cannard was his last name, I bel ieve - Adolfo Cannard, Sr.

and he was one of the founders of the LULAC. And I f e1t. t.hat.

these people needed help right now and they were in no

condj-tion t.o go and pay a membership dues or [an] organization

to help t.hem when I was spending my own money to try to help

them withouC them incurring any more expenses.

Ir'I :

G :

W:

G :

W:
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But, l ike I said, a lot of things happened Lhat have

never gone into t.he history books. There was a lot of greed -

greed among families - because in many cases some of these

homeowners had never seen Lhe amount of money thaL they would

see all at once, you know, when they got paymenL for that

home. Because in many cases t.he property was handed down from

grandfather to fat.her to son. And they had no way to deal

with money. I heard of some of t.he homeowners that. got their

money. Instead of going to buy a nice home, they went and

bought a new car and stuff like that.. And they goL inco debt

by having to pay t.he difference in what t,hey had left over

after buying the new car. And it  was noc just. one incident,

buc several. That's one of the things that I made sure t,hat

the menibers of my organization invested Lhe money that they

goE before they had a chance to spend iu.

I had the problem of this lady that I told you t.hat

constructed her, what she caIled, home in her brother's vacant

lot that was right adjacent to the boundary l ine between EI

Paso and Ju5rez on the Cordova area. And the property was

listed as a vacant lot with no improvement. in the county

records. And, you know, of course, when the negotiator went

to deal with the owner of the property, he accepted $3,500 for

the property. And the lady Ehat was living in the properLy

was offered moving costs by the negot. iator. And he told her

that she was only entit led to moving costs because al l  she had

t.here was junk, you know. And lrm prett,y sure that he worked

26



with the federal government - after I got back from Washingt,on

- because they were very much concerned because they agreed

with me that. that was her castle. And f was fortunate in

going before t,he compensat.ion board and obtaining addilional

money so that she would be taken care of. And we're talking

about guite a few months since I had gotten started and since

f stood up to the government att.orneys t.hat. . . .

There was one at.torney - weIl, he was the head of Lhe

lega1  s ta f f . . . had  respec t  f o r  me  -  and  we  used  to  s i t  and

discuss t.he different, offers to menibers of my organization.

And he would ask me, "What do you t.hink is fair? What price

do you think is fair?" And I always considered myself a very

good negoEiat,or. And let me te1I you, before I walked out of

that of f  ice t,hose people were taken care of .

And in this lpart icular] case where I went before the

compensation board, [I  recall ]  thaE they responded by offering

twice the amount. WeIl,  of course, when we got through the

government paid a little bit over twice the amount that was

originally offered as the fair market value of that property.

And I made arrangements wich t.he att,orney.

See, the price of the property in che Chamizal was paid

by the federal government. on one check because they could not

go beyond what was considered as a fair markeE value of the

property. But then, on a separate check, they would get the

extra compensaLion t,o make up for the difference Chat. iC would

take t.o place that family in a comparable home in a different
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area. And f made arrangements with the government atLorney

that - oh, by t.he wdy, when I found ouL that t.he owner of this

part icular piece of property had signed the bi l l  of sale and

agreeing that his sister had no interest in Ehe property and

tha t  she  wou ld  be  pa id  mov ing  cos t s ,  I . . . .

When t.his lady that was involved that was living t,here

calIed me, I became vety, very much concerned because she was

going to be thrown out in t.he street. So I contacted a

just ice of  the peace,  a f r iend of  mine -  and I  can ' t  recaI l

the name right now, but he was a very close friend - and I

cal led him up. And he gave me instruct. ions co write a letter

to every t i t le guarant,ee company in EI Paso. He said, rrwe

don't know who's going to handle that property, so we have to

have t.o writ ,e to each one of them and send them a cert i f ied

letter signed by Mrs. Margarita S5nchez. rr tuf l  he dict.ated the

let t ,er .  He sa id,  " I  assure you that  wi t ,h in  a week they ' I1

star t  negot , ia t ing wi th  her . "  She had l ived there for ,  I

guess, over f i f t ,een years, which protected her under

squatters' r ights, you know. And so the letter t.hat, the judge

dictat,ed to me brief ly said that she cl-aimed ownership of the

land and improvements on that land at such and such an address

and so on and so forth. And, sure enough, wit,hin a week the

negotiat.ors went. over to her Lo start. negotiat ing with her

because, you know, we were going to go to court.

And the judge even provided a lawyerr fou know, to take

care of her interests without charging. And we almost went. to
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court on lthat issue] there. And I was threat,ened wich a

lawsuit because f was involved in it and because the brother

got an attorney to represent him. BuL, an)rway, she, after

making arrangements with the government attorney she goL, that

she  go t ,  f  be l i eve ,  i L  was  $3 ,500 ,  $3 ,600 ,  he rse l f .

And through a contact that this judge had I managed to

make arrangemenEs for her to buy a piece of properLy over here

on Hacienda Heights with a two percent, interesL attached to

it. The property was abandoned and the people that Lived

there died. And the son who l ived, I think, in Minnesota or

someplace, inherited the place. And it  st i l l  had furniture in

i t ,  i t  s t i l l  had the water  meter ,  [and]  i t  s t i l I  had

electr icity instal led, but, nobody had l ived in Ehere for, I

guess, Lwo years. And this lawyer LhaU was handling thaL

estate through the effort,s of this judge - and, of course, I

also knew the lawyer. And we made arrangement,s to buy that

property. And I made sure Lhat al l  except., I  think, i t  was

$200 of that amount would be paid on that property. So she

ended with a very small balance at two percent interest.

And the house had been abandoned for, I guess, two or

three years and it was leaking. I went, and got roofing

material that I could, you know, ds a donation. And what I

couldn't. get. as a donation I bought myself - like the tar and

so on and so forLh - and I did the repairing on the roof

myself. And she was able to move there and she st, i l l  l ives

t .here.
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That , 's  wonder fu l .

Yes. But, that piece of property in that, case created quite a

few problems in that, l ike I told you before, that many t, imes

I'd be eating on a Sunday and I 'd have to leave my plate and

go and take care of i t .  And there were t. imes that my wife

didn't want t.o st,and for i t  and that caused some problems.

And since this judge was a very close fr iend of both of us,

you know, [and of] the family, that I talked to t.he judge and

I  to ld  h im,  I  sa id,  I 'Th is  is  what , rs  go ing on and Ehis  is

what 's  causing lproblemsJ in  my fami ly .  And t f  a lso to ld

himl , "Since we are a very close knit, ted family that i t  [has]

s tar ted af fect ingme."  And af ter  I  ta lked Lo h im I  asked h im

to accompany me to one of those places - in part icular, to

th is  lady 's  house,  Margar i ta  Sdnchez -  and I  sa id,  r rJ '11 Ie t .

you be Lhe judge. You go in there and you te1I me if  Irm

doing the right thing or if I should just guit and attend to

my f amily. 'r And about Ewo or t,hree days later - it, was on a

Sunday that he caLled me up - [and] he said, I 'Oscar, " he

sa id , "  I rmgo ing  Lo  take  you  up  on  tha t  o f fe r . "  So  he  me t  me

out t.here and I t .ook him to this pIace. And let me tel l  you,

when he walked out. of t ,here he said, "You're doing the right

thing and if  you need any more help wit.h lawyers," he said,

I 'T '11 f ind them for  you. t t  f f i f l  he sa id,  i lDonr t  worry  about

your wife," he said. And then everyt.hing turned out alr ight,

but iL was causing family problems and t.hey were not used to

i t  because . . . .
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How often did you have meeLings?

I believe iu was just about every week, if I remember

correctly, at Mrs. l iern6ndez' home. Arrother thing that is

very vivid in my mind in regards to this Margarita Sinchez

and it 's the most, impressive case that f worked in because it

involvedr 1rou know, where t,his lady was going to be thrown out

in the street with her family and so on and so forth that

I told you that her brother had gotten an attorney to

represent him. His attorney wanted t.he check to be written

out, in his cl ient, 's name, you know, and then he wouldn't

Lu rn . . . .  } i l e I I ,  I  d id  no t  ag ree  w i th  tha t ,  ne i the r  d id  the

judge thaL was helping me.

And he dictat.ed another letter to be sent to this

lawyer, you know, declining to accepL his check, you know, to

compensate for her part of the - because the checks were made

out, in both namesr 1rou know, her brot,herl 's name] and also her

lname] ,  so that  nobody could cash i t  by h imsel f .  Wel I ,  the

lawyer wanted the checks made ouE to his client.. And when t.he

judge d.ictat.ed the let.ter, he told, me to get Mrs. Sinchez to

s ign i t  and to  send i t  cer t i f ied.

And when the lawyer got the letter, he calIed a lawyer

t.hat had filed t.he suit against the federal government helping

me out. And he said, "We11, this lawyer is very mad because

she is  casLing a ref lect ion on h is  checking account . t '  And he

said,  "She insulLs h im.  t t  Anf l  here '  s  a  le t ter  that  was

dictat.ed by a judge, 1rou know, and I wrote i t ,  but he didn'L
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know t.hat f had written i t .  Anyway, he said, rrAnd Lhis lawyer

is  go ing to  sue you,  !oo,  because you ' re involved in  i t . "  And

f  sa id,  I 'Wel l ,  t ,hat rs  par t  o f  1 i fe ,  You know, go ahead and sue

fi i€, you know.t '  (chuckles)

And t.o make a long story short., when the lawyer that was

representing her brother found out that she was not going to

do i t  the way he wanted he sa id,  I rwe11,r '  he sa id,  I ' then l rm

going to go ahead and f i le suit,  in court. " And she said, "Go

ahead" - you know, that was the instructions that, she had from

me. BuL,  I  be l ieve,  i t  was on a e i ther  on a Saturday or

Sunday t,hat she called me from Mrs. Hern5ndez' home crying.

lshe told mel that this lawyer had gone over to her home and

said t,hat, i f  she didn't sign iL, that, he had given

instructions to - no, i t  had to be on a Friday - had given

inst , ruct ions to  h is  secretary thaL i f  he d idn ' t  ca l l  her  by

four  o 'c lock to  go and f i le  the su i t ,  against  Mrs.  S5nchez and

Oscar  whi te ,  1rou know, And he to ld  her ,  he sa idrrYou' re going

to lose everythi[9," and so on and so fort.h. And the lady was

cry ing.

So f LoId her, I  said, t tJ hope you forgive me for the

way that I 'm going Lo talk to you, but I cannot think of any

other way that wil l  convince you of what I 'm t,rying to tel l

you." I  said, rrYou l ive in that home of yours t.hat is in the

condit ion that i t 's in. And this lawyer comes from norLh of

Stanton [Screet ]  in  t .he wel l - to-do areas and a l l .  Why do you

think that he comes in there? Just to say hello t.o Margarit ,a
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Sinchez?" I said, rrYou know the reason that he comes to you

j-s because you're the boss. He cannoL cash that check without

your signature. And you cannot afford to accept a personal

check from Lhe lawyer. " I  had already checked him. He had

lwr i tuen hot  checks l .  S ince I  was in  the cash regis ter

business, f had a cl ienc that had a hot check for $35 from him

Lhat. offered t.o be my wit.ness, [ justJ in case. And so I knew

what. I  was working with.

So, anyway, Lhe lawyer, told him, he said, "We11, 
n he

sa id ,  n l rm  so r ry  bu t ,  t r  he  sa id ,  t t l tm  no t  go ing  to  ca l l  my

sec re ta ry .  She ' s  go ing  to  f i l e  t he  su i t  and  i t ' s  go ing  to

involve you and i t 's  go ing t ,o  involve Oscar  Whi te. r '  So,  l ike

I said, she ran over to another house t,o cal l  me and f told

her ,  "The reason hers uhere is  because you ' re the boss.  He

cannot cash Lhat [check] . "

Now, the judge had given me instructions. He said, "TelI

her to sign the check wit,h the right hand while she is

accept ing the money,  in  cash,  wi th  her  le f t  hand. t '  And that 's

the way I told her, you know. I said, "The judge said that.

you ' re not  supposedtr  -  no,  I  d idnr t  Eel l  her  ' the judge'  -  t f

sa id l  t ' I 'm  te l l i ng  you  to . . . . t t  And  the  j udge  even  o f fe red  to

make arrangement.s with any bank official to get the

transaction conducEed t,hat way.

The check got. lost and I called t,he - apparenely, it had

not, been recei-ved. But since I had. very good connections with

the government lawyer, that he called Denver from where the
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check was issued and he gave me t.he dace when it was issued

and so on and so fort,h. So we knew what, we were dealing with.

Do you remember Lhe name of the government lawyer?

No, I donrt remember. And we had so many dealings. Like I

said, w€ used to sit  together and he would ask me what f

thought was the, you know, the fair price to take care of

those people. I  donft remember his name, no, but he was a

very good person.

But, anyway, when I got through talking to Mrs. Sinchez

I asked to talk t,o Mrs. Hern6ndez. And I said, t 'You go back"

- because Lhe lawyer was wait ing, you know, for her. I  said,

I 'You go with Mrs. Sinchez and be sure you tel1 this lawyer'r

this and this and this. And not only did Mrs. HernSndez go

wit,h her, but, Mr. HernSndez accompanied [her]. So they wenL

j-n there and Mrs. S6nchez told him - she was sti1l crying, but

told him the way it, was going Lo be - 'rYou meet. me at any bank

at  n ine o 'c lock and we, l l  s ign th is .  And I  want  the money

here because I've never had that much money. I want to have

the feeling of having that much money, you know. t' And the

lawyer  sa id,  ' tWe11, t r  he sa id,  ' rwhen I  got  out  o f  law school - ,

my mother  E,o1d me" -  [o ,  he sa j -d,  "We11,"  h€ sa id,  t r I rm sorry ,

but  that 's  a l l  I rm going Eo do."  He got  out  the door  and

slammed the door and went out. And t,hen irnnediately he came

back.  He said,  "Let  me te l l  you.  When I  got  out  o f  school ,

my mot.her said that there were going to be occasion that, I

would have to swallow insults and al l  that Co help people."
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And he sa id,  u I '11-  meet  you at  n ine o 'c lock over  where there

used to be a Sout,hwest Nat. ional Bank right across the streeL

from the post off ice downtown. And It l I  meet you there aL

nine otcLock to  make the t ransacLion.  "

Wel l ,  to  make a long story  shor t ,  Lhat ts  the way i t

happened. She got t.here - and Mrs. HernSndez accompanied her

- and she said that t,he lawyer had his hair al l  messed up l ike

he had slept on a couch, you know, land he was] unshaven. And

he had gone over there to talk to an off icial from the bank

and t,he of f  icial kept on motioning no or somethj-ng l ike that.

F ina11y,  the of f ic ia l  came wi th  the lawyer  to  the cashier 's

cage and asked the cashier to give her what she had coming.

And then she signed the check and we got Ehat over with. BuL

t,hat was realIy something because. . .

She got her money then?

She got her money. And, like I said, I made sure t.hat she

invest.ed t,hat money. And, like r told you, when I see her out

in the grocery store, she goes over and hugs me and kisses me

on the cheek and, you know, and she shows her appreciation.

Your re  he r  he ro .

Yeah, but she deserrred it, because she had gone through a 1ot

j-n her lifetime, you know. She had been abandoned by her

husband and she didn' E, have any, you know, [any other sources

of incomel ot.her than being a maid or something like t,hat, buL

she took care of her family and kept. them Loget.her. And, like

I said, she had t.hat one that was mental ly i I I .  He used to go

35



\:

w

G

to a grocery store thaL r^ras nearby t,here on HammetL, and he

would sweep the floor and t.hey'd pay him. When he had to

register for the draft some smart. aleck told him, he said,

"Hey, you can buy beer.  You're already twenLy-one.f l

End of Tape One

Side B

Beginning of Tape TlYo

Side A

Mr Whi ter  /ourve ment ioned t ,he name of  Mrs.  Hern5ndez. . .

Yes . . .

. . . several times throughout our int,erview. Could you

elaborate on the role she played wiUh your organizat. ion?

Well,  to me, she played a very imporLant role in that, she, i f

I remember correctly, she was the one thaL invited me to

establish that organj-zation. And she provided her home so

t.hat. we could meet there. And she was my conEact person in

dealing with t.he other people because she had l ived there

many, many years and she knew just about everybody in the

neighborhood. And she was a lot of help to a lot of those

people.

f can remember very dist inctively a genLleman that was

w
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blind t,hat l ived nearby. And, f bel ieve, she brought to my

att,ent,ion that, you know, thaL he was having a problem in

dealing with the fact that he had to se11 his home. And he

had lost. his wife and she died without a wil l .  And there were

two sons and a daughter that. lived out, of town. The daughLer

l ived in Cali fornia and the two other brochers l ived someplace

in t,he easE. And t.he government was crying to negotiate with

him. And, of course, h€ could not sell his home without, the

consent of t.he [children] . And I got a lawyer by Lhe name of

Paul Andow t.o help me out without charging. And he prepared

what you call  a quitclaim deed in order co turn over che

property to t.his old man so he could deal with t.he federal

government. And only the daught.er would sign it,. And the Lwo

sons wanted money. That's where the greed came in withln

famil ies. And there was a 1ot of that greed involved in

dealing wit,h those people. And, anyway, they wanted the money

that they had coming and they vrould not sign Lhe quitclaim

deed .

So I told you that I had buil t  up a fot of respect on the

part of t.he governmenL lawyer [and] that, I made arrangements

with him at, the very last of a Iot of things that went [on1 in

between t.hat. But I was able to convince him that. t .he

government should intervene in regards to this property being

sold t.o the federal government and then the money be split up

in three or four parts. There wouldn't even be enough to t,ake

care of the old man. He would have to go to a nursing home or



somet,hing. And the lawyer agreed with me.

And they f i led suit in the federal court where they

asked the judge to provide thaE Lhe property would be sold to

the federal government, but the federal government would

provide another home for him and it. would be his until he

died. And then it  was up to t.he family to f ight with each

other. So we took care of him. But before then, of course,

he wanted to make provisions that he had someplace Lo go when

he sold thaL propert.y to Che governmenE. Like I said, t .hese

people didn't know anyt.hing about the law, didn't.  know

anything about wil Is, or anything l ike that.

There was an unscrupulous Hispanic real estate salesman

that sold him a home over here in AscaraEe - a bl ind man.

Now, the blind man, he had lived there for many, many, many

years. He knew where the stove was, he knew where che faucet

was, and he could prepare his coffee. And then some of the

neighbors were good enough to go over there and help him from

t,ime to t ime to clean t,he house and stuf f  l ike that.

But the salesman went and sold him this house over

here aL Ascarate. And it was a f rame house t.hat had Lwo

steps. And so he had his social security money saved up. And

he gave the salesman his life savings as a down payment on the

property because he would not get anyChing from the government

unti l  the transaction was completed with the government. So

Lhe salesman told him that that down payment would take care

of everything until he received the money from the government.
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And it  was not true. He ran out of money. He didn't have any

money to make the payment.s so the bank was going to foreclose

on h im.

So when I found out through the neighbors I went t,o

t,he bank and I found out who the owner was because t,hey were

just signing the 1oan. And the owner used to have a l iguor

store on Myrtle near Cotton. And f went and talked to him and

told him what the salesman had done.

Do you remember the name of the salesman?

No. I might remember his name before you go, buL I got aft.er

the [real estat.e agentl.  And it  was a big real estate company

that he worked for. So when I I  talked to the owner he said,

" I  havent t .  seen that  proper ty  in  t ,hree years. r r  He sa id,  r r l

just have other propert ies. I  just. turn them over to the real

estat.e f irm and they take care of i t .  " So I told him, you

know, what they had done to this man. And so I told him, I

said, "AI1 I want you t.o do is accompany me to see t.his man so

you can see, you know, how t,hey hurt him. r '  And, l ike I said,

the bank was already gett ing ready t.o foreclose on him.

And so he did accompany me to see the man. Let me tell

you, he was really impressed and he asked him if  he could

provide him with some food and some clothes. And I said,

' rNo . "  I  sa id ,  nHers  a l r i gh t . "  I  sa id ,  nA l l  I  wan t  t o  do  i s

t .ake care of  h im get t ing h is  money back."  He sa id,  "We11,  "  h€

said,  r t l  te I I  you what .  I '11 promise you,  h€ 's  go ing t .o  get

his very penny t,hat. he paid in there, wiLh the except.ion of
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the closing cost that lhe paidJ. The money thaL was paid to

the sa lesman,  there 's  no way f  can recuperate Ehat .n So the

man did return this bl ind man his money back.

And before that, t ,he bl ind man had goLten one of his

nephews to move into the house, you know, so he could protecE

it for him. He didn'L know how t.o wash or anything l ike thaL.

So they tr ied to Eurn on the gas and the l ine was corroded so

that the gas company wouldntL even Lurn on t,he 9ds, you know.

And t.hings like t,hat that were wrong. And it was a frame

house and,  l ike I  sa id,  wi th  two steps.

This other one was at ground 1evel and he was acquainted

with everything, you know. He could walk around there like he

could see, you know. f used to go and visit  him because, you

know, I felt  so sorry thaL he was aLI alone - except for t,hose

people that would go Lhere and help him out - t.hat I would go

t.here very frequent,ly and visit him. And so that, was some of

the hardships and Lhe problems t,hat, I ran across.

How did communit.y leaders see you or perceive your role or

involvement in the organization?

There were some - and I don't remember. Nobody want,ed to

enter into helping or anything l ike that because it  was a

government. operation .

Federal?

Federal government.. And you goE t.o stay away from t,he federal

glovernment,. And at one point I was labeled as a Communist..

By whom?

G
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W: I  cannot  l recal l ] .  I  dont t .  remember.  You know, there was a

rumor t.hat Oscar White [was a Communist] and - buL lrm sure

that, I was checked by the FBI and there were occasions Lhat, I

r f elt or detected t,hat, my phones were bugged. But I had

nothing to hide. I was acting as a normal, concerned cit izen.

And,  l ike I  sa id,  f ry  record is  open.  I t 's  veq ' r  c lean.  Some

people might not l j-ke me, buE they respect me. And f don't

owe anybody anything. Nobody.

So you d idn ' t .  run in to any in ter ference or  obstac les. . .

No .

. . . f r om the  c i t y?

No help or opposit. ion, no.

From the city giovernment, . .

No ,  no .

. .  .or county government off icials?

No heIp, but no opposit ion either. They probably thought Lhat

I was erazy, you know. Yeah, because, you know. But I go to

extremes t.o prove my point and I don't take anyt,hing f or

granted. When I bel ieve in something - I  was taught since I

was a kid from my stepfather that we have certain guarantees

in our count.ry, but nobody's going to come out and Lell you,

"Here are your r ights on a si lver p1atter. " And he always

t.aught me to fight when f thought I was right and anytime t.hat,

I was proven wrong Lo apologize and go about my way. And at

my age f have never had to apologize and f don't think I wil l

ever ,  ever  wi l l .
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ThaCfs wonderful. How long did you serve as president of the

organization?

Until every member moved from t.hat area. Because there came

a point, when we - we1I, right af t,er I got back f rom Washingt,on

f told them that l in order] to be fair with the federal

government and be fair to the people that stood by me that we

could noL accept any new members, but we were going to see

that. everyone t.hat, was a member was taken care of . And f made

sure that everyone was properly taken care of - everyone that

belonged to t.hat organizat. ion.

So to jo in ,  Ehey d idn ' t  pay any dues?

Noth ing at  a l l .  Noth ing at  a l l .  In  fact ,  Mrs.  Hern5ndez

provided the home where we met.

And where was her home located?

I don't remember the street, buL she had a modest home. ft

was not an expensive home or anything like t.hat.

Was it  in the Chamizal area?

Yeah,  i t  was.  V le11,  actual ly ,  i t  was in  the other  par t  in  the

Cordova Gardens t.haE was noE involved in the original Chamizal

Treaty. Since t,hey both spoke English and Spanish and that

they were able to be there to take up the slack of the time

that it took for me t.o get to there, you know. And she was

able t.o communicate with them. And I was dealing with

sLrangiers, you know, Lhat. had never been helped. And, 1rou

know, many people asked, "Why is this guy helping us?r' You

know? And that's the problem with the Hispanic people for t.he
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most part Ehat, al l  of a sudden, here comes a guy that wants

t.o he1p, you know, and hets not charging anything.

And he doesn'E L ive here.

And he doesn't l ive here, see? But. I  had no personal interest

other than t.o help the people and t.hat I felt sorry for them

that t.hey could not. defend themselves, see?

The meetings were conducted in Spanish?

Yes,  y€s,  yes.  And,  of  course,  there were th ings I  could not

translate, you know, of my conmunication with Lhe government

lawyer and things l ike t.hat. But, l ike I said, I ,  probably

made a 1ot of enemies in the professional f ield, you know, but

to  me  i t  d idn 'L  ma tLe r .  I  d idn ' t  ca re .

Did you ever meet, with Commissioner Friedkin?

Oh,  yeah,  severa l  t imes.  Yeah,  severa l .

And what was the general tone of [your meetingsl ?

Well,  I ' rTl pretty sure that he accepted and recognized the fact

t.hat I was trying to prot,ect the interests of those people

that could not proLect themselves, but I don't think he l iked

me opposing him. And Chat.rs what iE was, you know, because

when I f i led the suit I  f i led against him and the federal

government, j-n federal court. And I knew what I had, you know.

And Irm the Lype of a person that I prepare myself. Anytime

t.hat. I go to speak up on something or argue something, before

I open my mouth I have something to support. it in my back

pocket in my hip pocket.

You do your homework.
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W: I do my homework. Let me teLl you, f get up anywhere between

t.wo thirty and t,hree o'cl-ock every morning. And f 'm not, an

attorney, but because of al l  my involvement thaE I learned to

ldo lega1 researchl. I  was taught by a very good Jewish

attorney by the name of Bil l  Murkey how to do 1egal research.

And I have very good working relat.ions with the attorney that.

represenLs me where I do all the legal research and then they

they take it  from there. It  prepares me in that I,m able to

discuss a case with t.hem and at, the same time f save sevent,y-

f ive, eighty dollars an hour on the work. And I did i t  for

t,he people that f was represent.ing out Lhere. And f always

used it , .  And I have a stack of court. cases that you'd never

believe, you know, to support whaEever I 'm working on.

I wanted to ask you about Lhe United Homeowner's Group. If

f  'm not mist.aken, Ewo gentlemen wrote a letter to President

l l , yndon  B . l  Johnson . . .

Uh-huh.

. . .ask ing h im to postpone a meet ing wich Lhe Fore ign Relat ions

Commit tee.  They p lanned on hold ing a hear ing. . .

Uh-huh.

...about t.he Chamizal residents and they sent a let,Ler asking

them to change the date of the meet.ing. Do you remember?

I don't remember that. I t  might have happened after I got

through with my end of my work. Because, l ike I say, I 'm

whether i t 's in poli t ics or some civic endeavor that I get

involved in .  Once I 'm f in ished wi th  what  l rm doing then I
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forget about i t .  I  don't expect any compensation. In faeL,

that 's one thing uhat my wife has brought to my attention

tha t .  .  .  .

You see ic a 1ot in the Hispanic people that they don't

show any appreciation for what you do. And frve helped a Jot

of  non-Hispanics because t ,hat 's  where f  don ' t .  draw any l ine,

you know. I convince myself that I 'm needed and I have

several cri t .eria thaL I use in that. a person must need the

help and be deserrring of the help because f cannot help

somebody that does not want Lo help himself. And iL's a wast.e

of t,ime. And you find t,hose people, 1rou know, that they need

the help, but Lhey don't want to help themselves.

That , 's  very t rue.

And I feel t ,hat one of the most noticeable compensations that

I received was the sat, isfaction that, everybody that I dealt

with that was involved in the Chamizal lrelocaLion] was better

prepared to move and lbecame] a better cit.izen land were] able

Lo get along with each other. Because I found famil ies that,

you know, they didn't. go beyond saying hello and they had

lived f i f teen, twenty years las neighbors]. And [during the

Chamizal relocat. ionl, I  made them bond closer together because

r insti l led the need for t,hem to deal with this t.hing uniced.

Because it  was something to prot,ect the l i t t1e that they had,

you know, and that 's al l  they had, you know. And Irm very

proud of that. Irm real, real proud of that because they

became bet t ,er  c i t izens .  And,  af  ter  a l l ,  i f  we d idn ' t ,
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accomplish t.hat t,hen we didntt accomplish anything.

That 's  very  Erue.

That 's the way I  feel  about i t .

When did you resign your position as presidenu of the

organization?

W: WeIl, there was no resigning because as soon as the last

person moved and I saw chaL they were taken care of, the only

oLher cofltact t.hat f have had with them aft,er that was when

they needed me for something and I made myself available t.o

them. I intervened and tf also int,erceded forl some of them

when they bought their homes to make sure that they were taken

ca re  o f .

And something came to mind that involved a property

up there in the area that was involved in the Chamizal. There

was three lad ies.  .  .  s ing le lad ies.  They had a ] i tc Ie

neighborhood grocery sLore there with three cans of this and

four cans of Lhis, but they had there where they lived and, I

don't know, i f  they had a couple of rental apartments Ehere,

too. And there was t,his Hispanic real estaLe salesman that

went over there.

And before I got involved in [Lhis part icular

situaEionl, before I was cal1ed - and I dontt remember who

called me [and told me] of t .hat problem thaL lt ,his real estate

agent hadl sold them a piece of property someplace else, you

know. And they regretLed buying it before they moved out of

t.here bef ore they got paid. And I went, over t.here and I
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started from [the] very lbeginning], from, you know, trying to

get informat. ion. And I started asking questions. And before

you know it, you find ouL exactly what, happened. And Ehe

salesman, h€ used to - I don't know how many trips he went,

over there to convince them, but every time he would t.ake a

l i t t le bott le of l iquor, you know, and - yeah. And so I

threaEened t.o f i le suiL against thaL real estate company. And

just before I f i led the suit - these three ladies were

Mormons.

Then the Mormon lawyer, who was also a Hispanic, took

over the case and he calIed me. He said that, you know, t,hat

he was representing them. I didn't want to interfere, you

know. So l ike f told you before I made enemies but, to me, i t

didn't,  make any difference. Because the owner of that

company, f met him a couple of t imes and he said, "I 'JI

remember, I ' l I  remember.r '  And he menLioned t,he ladies' nameg

t .o me. t f  saidl ,  "Go ahead, you know . 'r  Because he

misrepresented the property that he sold to them.

Do you remember the name of t.he gentleman?

No,  I  don ' t .  I  be l ieve h is  last  name lvas GonzSlez,  but  I

don ' t  remember h is  f i - rs t  name.  At  least  i t  doesn 'L come to

mind right. now.

But there were a loL of those problems that, I  had to

deal  wi th  that  took a l i t t le  b i t  o f  ext ra ef for t  and,  a lso,

cooperaLion from the people, you know. And because, l ike for

instance,  in  the case of  t .hese three lad ies,  I  sa id,  I 'We11,
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how did you buy iL?n lThey sa id] ,  "Oh,  he t ,a l ,ked us in to i t .u

lAnd I asked Lhem, l  "Wel-l ,  how did he talk you into i t?" you

know, these are people t,hat have very l i t t le education. And

[Cne  lad ies  t . o ld  me ] ,  "WeI I ,  we ,d  s i t .  down  and  we 'd  s ta r t

discussing this and Lhen, sj-nce he would bring a bott le of

l iquor ,  then we'd s tar t  dr ink ing and before you know i t ,  we 'd

st.art. laughing." And, al l  of a sudden, he got them to sign,

you know.

But ,  l ike I  sa id,  f  can ' t  say that  I  en joyed j - t  because

it took a 1ot of my t ime and, l ike I said, I  had never had,

family problems unti l ,  you know, my commitments to them caused

a lot of problems here aL home, but we got Lhat straightened

out. Even Father Gafford got involved in the problem that we

had  he re  because . .

He was the pr iest  a t  the church where you met  in  the. . .

Yes, uh-huh. Yes, uh-huh. And he was a very, v€rfr good

father and very cooperative. And, l ike f said, when I threw

those two men out of the meeting room, you know, he calIed me

the next day. And I met with him in his off ice and he said,

"They Lold me.r t  Of  course,  they d idn ' t  te1 l  h im Lhe whoLe

truth, you know. And, to me, you know, for me it  was easy

because I  could sdy,  "We11,  here 's  the whole th ing and you

handle i t ,  " or something l ike that. Bub I told f i im just, how

i t .  happened and he sa id,  r tYou' re r ight . "  Because,  you know,

since he control led t.he meeting room that the - and I don't

know who it  was that actually brought i t  to his aceention, you

aG:

W:

4 8



G:

W:

know, but I had to keep control of the group, see, because

ot.herwise, you know, it could have been run just. the way Mrs.

Bush and Mr. Conner wanted it.

Who were Mr. Bush and Mr. Conner?

Mrs. Bush, Mrs. Bush. Like I said, they were two members of

the John Birch Society that had got.ten involved in there, buL

their purpose, l ike f Lold you before was to create a feeling

that r,verre giving away land to Mexico. We should not give to

Mexico. And who was to blame President Kennedy, you know?

And t,hat was nol my objecCive. That. was not. my object. ive.

BUL it .  was quite an experience. ft  was guite an experience.

But the changes came about when Congressman Richard

White made arranglements for me to go to Washington. Because

it was just l ike coming up against a strong wal1 when you

dealt with the people righL here. And everybody ouL there was

under the impression Chat everything was okeydokey, you know,

because Commissioner Friedkin would Lurn in his reports Ithat

indicat.edl, "We bought so many pieces of property and we moved

so many people, " and so on and so forth. So over there f

d idn ' t  b lame them. I  d idn ' t  b lame the senate.  I  d idn ' t  b lame

congressr 1zou know. They knew the provisions calIed for

t.aking care of the people, but i t  wasn't being done the way

tit ,  was supposed to have been donel. And, of course, Mr.

Friedkin was relying on his negotiators and they were the ones

t.hat.. .  .  .

Are you related to Mr. White?G :
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No ,  no t  aE  a l l .  No ,  no .

Just the same last, name?

Yes,  just  Lhe same lasL name.

Did you attend any t.ype of ceremony that was held to celebrate

the  passage  o f  t he  t rea ty?  Was  the re . . .

f was never invited. I was never asked to come in regards to

what was going on. They always picked on Mr. Hinojosa because

- by the wdy, I 'm pretty sure that he came out pretty good

because he was one of the first ones to move out, there and he

was always the spokesman as far as trying to convince Ehe

people [and say]  ehat ,  "Oh,  you ' re get t ing a good deal . r '

When t.hey had the ceremony over at E.he Chamizal Park on

the Mexican side they had a big wingding lwith] a lot of

dignitaries and everybody had their name there lon a] reserved

seat. And Mrs. Lacarra was the one that invited me. And I

went  wi t ,h ,  I  be l ieve,  i t  was Mrs.  Lacarra and Mr.  Lacarra.

But that was the only way t,hat. I was able to atLend it because

I was never considered as part of having anything to do with

the Chamizal. Because l ike I said they probably didn't want

me messing around wit,h t.his.

But you did attend the ceremony?

Yes, I did atEend t,he ceremony. It  was very, very impressive.

It was very impressive.

Did you meet any people that you can remember vividly?

No. f think that because of t .he security arranglements there,

that Mrs. I-,acarra and myself lef t  as soon as possible. And,

W:
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I  Lhink, w€ said he1lo to some of che people t.hat we

recognized. I t .hink one of them was Mr. Hinojosa and

Commissioner Friedkin and, I think, one or two of Ehe lawyers

that represent,ed the government.

But let me telI you, those younger lawyers, of course,

they were t.here to represent Ehe government. And it  was just

through continued discussions with this one lawyer, the head

Iawyer, that I was able to establish a good working

relationlshipl with him. And it  was not. at the beginning I

can tel l  you that, but he knew that anything Lhat f discussed

with him I could back it  up anytime.

Okay .  Wou ld  you  I i ke . . .

And it  was mostly respect that caused a good working

re la t i on tsh ip l  .

Okay. Would you J-ike co add anything eIse, Mr. White?

WeI l ,  I  can ' t  th ink of  anyth ing e lse,  |ou know. I t  would jusE

be a repetition of another case that amounted to the same

thing, buL, l ike I said, i t .  was something that brought. back

respect to the United StaLes of America and because it  was

something that had been decided by an international court,

decided agai-nst our country, and it, was a corwnitment t.hat that

no ot,her president. had been able to accomplish unti l  President

Kennedy. And it  could be possible that. i t  was because of his

rel igion that he was t.rusted by Mexico. And, of course,

Mexico, they wanted as much as they could geL. And I myself,

o f  course,  I ' r r  a  t rue Amer ican and I 'm in terested in  my
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government and in my people.

know -

f care nothing about Mexico, you

Wel l ,  I ' d  t i ke  to  thank  you  fo r  the  t ime. . .

You're welcome.

. . . you 've  spen t  w i t ,h  me,  Mr .  Wh i te .

Oh, I enjoyed it,. It brought, back memories from way back and

some of them pleasant. and some of them noe so pleasanC. Never

Lhe less, it brought back a 1ot, of memories.

Okay. Thank you very much.

You're welcome.

This is the end of the interview.

End of Intenriew
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