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Chamizal Oral History Project

Wi l l iam Bass
By Michel le  L.  Gomi l la

March 10,  1994

This  is  an in terv iew wi th  Mr.  Wi l l iam Bass,  former

Chamizal resident. This interview is parL of the Chamizal

Ora l  His tory  Pro ject .  The in terv iew,  by Michel le  Gomi11a,  is

tak ing p lace at  the home of  Mr.  Bass,  5905 Athens Cour t ,  E l

Paso,  Texas.  Today '  s  date is  March l_0,  t994 .

Before I ask you to talk about your recollections of l i fe in

the Chamizal, Mr. Bass, would you l ike Lo teIl  us when and

where you were born, please?

WeI1,  I  was born here in  El  Paso in  1-92L.  And,  wel l ,  so far ,

I  got  marr ied and wetve been marr ied for  f i f ty - two years.  And

I went to the Navy and I spent there two and a half years and

then I came home in 1946. In 1"947 I bought the house [ in] the

Chamizal area, you see?

WhaL was your st,reet address in the Chamizal area?

fn the what?

Your street address, can you remember?

1303 East  13th,  yes.  And then f rom there,  weI l ,  l ike I  say,

we l ived there a very comfortable l i fe because the neighbors,
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l ike I say, we always got Eogether. t l f l  everybody had a

party everybody went Eogether to a party. And everybody [was]

most  f r iendly .  Here i t rs  f r iendly  t ,oo,  but ,  not  l ike that .

What was the neighborhood like?

Oh, [ i t  was a] beautiful neighborhood, yes. At the start

there were only about three houses when we moved there. So it

looked I ike, 1rou know, real dark. Like we l ived way up in the

st. icks way up there. Pretty soon there, you know, everybody

started building houses again there. So everybody got

together and got signat,ures and we got the pavements on the

st reets ,  the s idewalks,  and the s t reeL I ight ,s .  And af ter

awhile, about maybe four or f ive years laLer, we got the bus

to come through there, the city bus. So we had a very, very,

good t ime there l iving there for nineteen years that I l ived

the re .

Did you attend church in t.hat area?

Oh yes ,  Sac red  Hear t .  We  wen t ,  t o  9o . . .  [U rs .  Bass  co r rec ts  Mr .

Bass 's  answer l  No,  San lgnacio.  And then -  wel I ,  most  o f  t ,he

time she did because I was working on Sundays.

Your  wi fe?

Yes. I worked wiCh the rai lroad for forty years and f ret ired

f rom the ra i l road.

Which ra i l road,  Mr.  Bass?

Southern Pacif ic. And Irm very glad that I did stay Lhere so

long because f got a good pension out of it and so does my

wi fe.  So werre l iv ing a comfor t .ab le t i fe  r ight  now,  just  me
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and her. Now my son is here, but we always l ived by ourselves

for a }ong time now since he got married. And my daughter got

married t.oo, see?

Did your chi ldren go to school in the Chamizal area?

Oh yes.  WeI l ,  B i l l  d id .  My daughter  went  to  Jef ferson [High

SchoolJ  here.

And what was t.he name of the school that he attended there?

Bowie High School. That's r ight. And when we moved over

here,  Mr.  Pal te t . (?)  was the pr inc ipa l  a t  Bowie High School .

He told me, I ' I f  he can make it ,  over here to Bowie High Schoo1

because i t 's  out  o f  the d is t r j -c t ,  "  he sa id,  "buL i f  you can

make it  on t ime to come to school, I 'd l ike to have him here

at Bowie School." So he graduated from that school, you see,

because he sa id,  r rHers a very good student  and we'd l ike t .o

keep him here unt, i l  he graduates from Bowie. ' t  And my daughter

graduated from Jeff lerson High School] .  So everything, you

know, turned out pretty good.

And I bought t.his house here because, well ,  they want,ed

$17,000 for  ic .  And I  brought  Lhem down for  $1-1- ,000 cash,

see, because with the money the government, gave me and [with]

what  f  had,  you know, f  pa id out  $2,000 d i f ference.  I  pa id

out in a year and a half,  see?

When did. you first hear about the ChamizaL Treaty?

WeLl, Ehere were some surveyors going around and things like

that .  I  sa id [ to  them],  "What  the score is?n And they sa id,

"Oh,  we' re going to  bui ld  another  s t reet  through here."  And
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Ehat, was a l ie. lchuckles] They were planning on the

Chamizal, see? So, oh, maybe about. two or three years later

t,hey came around, you know, asking questions if I wanted to

se l l  and  t h i s  and  Uha t ,  buL . . .

Who was asking you questions?

Wel l  some real  estate [peop1eJ,  I  guess,  or  somet .h ing l ike

Lhat. I 'm not sure. But the appraisers t,hat came around was

a colored man and a white man. And then they appraised the

house and they Lold me what j-t  was lworth], see, how it was.

Can  you  desc r ibe  you r  house . . .

Huh?

... in the Chamizal area? Can you describe your house, what i t

looked l ike?

WelI, i t  was a one bedroom and [ i t  had] a real sma1I kitchen

and a big living room. But later oD, after I got. through

paying [for] the house, f added two bedrooms to i t .

Do  you  remember . . .

So I had a house with two lot,s instead of one, see?

Do you remember how much your house payrnents were back then?

We1l ,  f ty  paymenc was $34.50 a month.

$34  .  s0?

WeII, |ou know, that was [ low] compared to what I used to pay

on the apar tments where I  used to  l ive.  t f  on ly  pa id l  $5.50

a month.  [chuck les]

Did you have a car?

Oh, yes! f always had a car. When I was in Lhe serrr ice f
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$oId the car that f had. When I came back I bought another

car - a convertible - that a sergeant from the army wanted t.o

sell  because he couldn't make the paymenEs. And so he turned

iE over to me and I gave him a couple of hundred dollars and

I f inished paying it  out. And then that 's when we moved to

the Chamizal, when we had that, convertible, see? But I always

had a car  because f rom there to  work lwas gui te  a d is tance] .

I used to work on Piedras SLreet. The Southern Pacif ic

[Railroad] used t,o be on Piedras Street there. And then when

I bought. this house here - I want,ed t,his house because I liked

it and then the distance to my work - f  used to work at the

yards right here wit.h the rai lroad so I 'd come back and eat at

noon. Never had to take no lunch so that made it  a Iot easier

fo r  me ,  see?

So I was glad, you know, t,hat I bought this house here

and thaE, like I said, the governmenL come and checked it and

they seen what f boughE. They said, nl 'm going to show people

what you bought with that money the government gave you,rr see?

Iret 's  back up to  when the appra iserg.  .  .

Uh-huh.

...went to your home. You already knew that you and your

family were going Lo have to relocate?

Yes. Buc they gave me las much t ime as I needed]. They said,

" [You have] al l  the Eime you wanL,rr see?

So they came in to your  house and they looked at  i t . .  They. . .

Yes .
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. . . They  t ook  p i c t u res ,  t hey . . .

Yes, they took pictures [of] everything and looked at i t  and

said,  "The house is  pret ty  wel l  up-keeped.r '  For  n inet ,een

years, you know, I used to paint i t  every year inside and

out.side and everything. I kept i t  pretty well  up-keeped. And

then I had grass and I had trees and everything. So it worked

out  pretEy n ice,  see?

And when did they LelI you how much they were going to offer

you for  i t?

Well now, that was about maybe two or three months later that

they Lold me. And they t.oId me, I 'You can hire any moving van.

Werre going to pay the expenses for moving you and

everything. " And t,hen lthey said] , I'You got" you know,

'rthirty, sixty, [or] ninety days [or1 whatever t ime you need

to move. So you can start looking for a place so you don'L

have to rush [and be forced to take care of everyt,hingJ in a

month. I '

Did they give you any indication of an area where you might be

interest,ed in l iving or were t,here. . .

Oh, yes. There were real estate [agentsJ coming over there

l ike f l ies to try to show you houses every pIace. lTurns to

Mrs . Bass and says, I 'Right, honey? " 1 They even showed us

[homes] up here where Hidden Va11ey [ is]. You know where

Hidden Va11ey is?

Could you t,el1 me, more or less, where ic was located- Hidden

Val1ey?

G :
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Hidden Va11ey is r ight here off of Alameda, past, Ascarate

Lake.  See,  that 's  new houses they were bui ld ing there.  And

t .hey  ran  up  t . o  $ l -5 ,000  [o r ]  $20 ,000 .  And  I  sa id ,  ' tNo .  I  l i ke

t,his one betLer. " I  l iked the way it  was buil t  and

everyt.hing, see?

Where did your neighbors relocate to?

We1l, one neighbor is located up here on - l turns to Mrs. Bass

and consults wiLh her on the name of the streetl Simpia. And

ano the r  one  t , ha t ' s  -  l e t r s  see ,  t he re ' s  two  o f  t hem,  I  t h ink  -

went  to  Hidden Val ley.  And then,  we1I ,  [Mrs.  Bass begins

recall ing names and residences of former Chamizal residentsl.

But t,hose people have died already. And Mike Martinez lmoved]

to Hidden Va11ey,  too.  So,  i t 's  k ind of  scat tered around

here .

How did your neighbors react to the news that they were going

to have t.o move?

WelI, most of them were comfortable because, l ike I said, they

got their money's wort.h out of the property, see?

Were t,here any help centers Iocated near your neighborhood

where, for example, i f  you had questions or concerns you could

go and seek information?

No, they just told us, "Just go ahead and look for whatever

you want and, well ,  you know exactly what you're going t,o get

out  o f  your  proper ty ,  so that , ' l l  be easier .  Buy i t  cash or

pay it in payments. [Do] whatever you can do wiCh the money

lor do] what.ever you want to do" - which l is what] a fot of
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people did. They only made a down payment on the house and

st, i I l  owed [money onl the house. I said, 'rNoL me. rr I  paid

[ for ]  th is  house.  Let . ts  see,  i t ,  was near ly  twenty-seven years

lagol t .hat I paid i t .  I  was two years. Two years af ter I

moved here I got clear t i t le to i t  - everything - see?

Did you have any relatives l iving in the Chamizal besides your

irwnediate family?

She d id.  lgesuures t .o  Mrs.  Bass]  Her  s is ter  l I ived t ,here]  .

She l ives in San Ant,onio now. So lthey used] what money they

got from t.he house here [Co buy another house]. [afterJ that,

he got t.ransferred over there to a job at an insurance

company. They paid [for] Lheir house over there [with the

money they received from the sale of their home in the

Chamizall  .

So how much did you get for your house in the Chamizal?

$9 ,  000  .

$9,0000.  And you thought  that  was a fa i r  pr ice?

We11,  I  got  $8,  500 because I  f  ee1 I  [s t . i11]  owed the

bedrooms t.hat I added to i t ,  see? So they made the payoff

those two rooms and then ltney also paidl the taxes on

house, see? And they gave me the money in November.

o f  r _9 . . . ?

NineLeen s ix ty-seven.  [Mrs.  Bass corrects  the date g iven by

Mr .  gass l  .  I f g ]  55?  I19 l  65 .  N ine teen  s i x t y - f i ve ,  see?  And

then, weII, I  bought. this house here in November tof l  that

same year. [bangs on tablel nigtrt here.
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So do you think this neighborhood is an improvement from the

neighborhood that you were living in [in] t.he Chamizal?

9'Ie11, not much l ike I te1I you because f say everybody is

f r iendly  here,  t ,oo.  But  l ike I  sdf ,  l i t ' s ]  not  l ike [ i t ,  was]

over there. We'd go visif  each other, but here they go by the

st reet  [and say] ,  "He11o,  how are you?t t  fu f l  that . 's  i t .  Just .

this lady over here. She's about the only one that comes over

here and t .a lks wi th  her ,  lgestures to  Mrs.  gass]  s i ts  on the

porch there, and go out for a walk in the afternoon and stuff

l i ke  tha t .

But over Ehere, i t ,  was more fr iendly than anything e1se,

see? Everybody got together, t l f  youl had a party, everybody

lwouId]  go out  there.  So,  l ike I  say,  I rm not  compla in ing

because ,  l i ke  I  say ,  I  l i ke  i t  he re .  I t ' s  n i ce  and  qu ie t , .

IL 's  [a ]  n ice neighborhood.  I t 's  c lose to  everyth ing.  You

can drive to a shopping center in less than f ive minutes.

You've got  Chelmont ,  you 've got  Fox Plaza,  Basset t ,  [and]

Cielo Vista Ishopping cent,ers] r ight there. Grocery stores

[are also located, nearbyl. You can even walk to the grocery

s t .o res .  The re ' s  a  bank  tha t ' s  r i gh t  he re  -  am i le  and  a  ha l f

- where I do aII my banking [and] cash my check, see? So I 'm

very sat is f ied.  I 'm a lo t  c loser  t ,o  everyth ing [here]  Lhan t f

aml from downtown, though. [When I lived in the Chamizal

areal, the only thing I was close down [to] was downtown, but.

the shopping centers and stuff l ike Chat, that was guite a

ways of f .  But  here,  r ight  on there.
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[Letrs talk about] the housing in the Chami-zal- area. Were al l

the neighborhoods similar in appearance?

Most of them, yes. We11, Ehey were builE by the same

contractor .

In the Chamizal [area] ?

Yes.  lThey were bui l t  by]  Mr.  Oscar  Ornelas.  He was the

contractor [whoJ buil t  the houses. Most of them buil t  adobe

houses,  see?

Was your house [constructed] of adobe?

Right. And the two bedrooms that I added to it were

lconsEructed ofl  cinder block because it  was hard to get

adobes at that. t.ime then because they used to get adobes real

easy, but then they stopped. They had to bring them over from

Mexico. And t.his wdy, i t  takes longer and it  costs more. IL

was cinder block. They had two bedroom [homes] buil t  up

lquick ly l .  In  a week 's  t ime they were bui lc .  And Lhey were

beaut i fuL bedrooms,  rea l  n ice.

So Mr.  Ornelas,  wel l ,  h€ d ied a l ready,  but  h is  house

was on 1-2th Street and his house was parC stone and part

adobe, see? But my house, l ike I say, was al l  adobe and, l ike

I  say,  that rs  what  the bui ld ing mater ia l  was at  that  t ime,

r ight .?  Now i t 's  most ly  c inder  b lock,  see? lHowever ] ,  some of

them wouldn ' t  use that  [adobe as a bui ld ing mater ia l ] .  L ike

at Hidden Valley [for exampleJ, al l  those houses are frame

houses, see? Sometimes they got brick on che outside.

They ' re  ha l f  b r i ck .  Th i s  i s  a  f rame house ,  t oo .  Bu t . . .
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Did -  f  'm sorry ,  go ahead.

Go ahead.

Did most of t .he people l iving in the Chamizal have clear t i t le

to their home?

Wel I ,  [o .  Just .  a  few of  us,  as veterans,  [had c lear  t i t le  t ,o

our homesl because we were t,he f irst ones to move out. there.

And I paid my house toff l  in less than eleven years, see? And

some people moved later on so, maybe, they goL a thirty*year

contract  instead.  I  had a f i f teen-year  contract ,  but  I  pa id

i t  [o f f l  in  less than e leven [yearsJ because I  kept  the

pa)ments in under t,he escrow land the interest,] thac was

supposed to come Lo me,  I  just  made i t  go in  there.  So t l l

made t,he payment,s a lot, faster, see? So, I don't know, I paid

i t  [ o f f  i n ]  abou t  e leven  yea rs ,  I  guess ,  e t  a  l i t t l e  l ess .

But most of us, like rom6s and - TomSs was the only one that

that moved out there was when I moved. And he has his house

paid for ,  too.  Tom5s [consul ts  wi th  Mrs.  Bass on last  name]

Ar reo la ,  y€s .

Where does he live now?

He l ives in Hidden Val1ey. He worked with the rai lroad. He

ret i - red f rom the ra i l road l ike me.  And he 's  l ike f ive or  s ix

lyearsl older t.han me. And when they moved him he said, well ,

[ that ]  he got  h is  money 's  wor th,  too.  He said,  t ' I rm happy and

f  got  i t . "  Because,  weI1,  h€ l iked i t .  over  there,  Eoo,  l ike

I  sa id .

Nobody bothered you, nothing. We were [ l iving] r ight by

B :
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the border. Wet,backs came across everyday [and crossed] back

at, night, and day and t,hey never bouhered nobody. They never

did. The only Ehing they stole from us over there was my

son's  b icyc le because,  see,  a t  that  t ime,  a b icyc le [wasJ what

you ca l led,  reaI Iy ,  t ranspor tat ion in  Ju5rez,  see? Thatrs  the

only thing that they ever stole from us. lglances at wife and

says, rrRight, honey?"1 We used to go to San Antonio, maybe

twice a year, and we'd leave the house. Nobody would break

into i t .  or anything. Nothing. Everything [was] f ine. And

t.his house here, the f irst year thaL we went on vacation, t.hey

broke in to th is  house.

My goodness!

You see?

Were there any type of conrnunit,y organizat.ions f ormed t,o

prot,est against t .he I implementation of the] Chamizal Treaty?

Well,  I  don't think so because everybody was, you know, l ike

they said, 'rWe're going to get more [f or our house in the

Chamizal l  than what  we paid for  i t .u  So l ike I  was get t ing

ready to buy another house an)rway. Like I told her, I  said,

" [We need a larger house] because Lhe family is, you know,

growing more.  I t rs  a  k ind of  a  smal l  house,  you know."

So you had plans on moving.

Yeah.

. . . regardless of t,he implementation of the Treaty?

Yeah, before Lhen, yes. I wanted a bigger house, you know,

because, wel1, my son was growing big. The daughter, the same

G
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thing. And f said, rrwe only have Lwo extra bedrooms," see?

Because t.he other bedroom t,hat we had we made into a dining

room because the kitchen was real smaIl,  real small.  So we

made that [ into a bedroom]. So that one bedroom was for my

daughter and my son but they were growing and tf knew thatl

i t 's not r ight. for t .hem to sleep t.ogether lchuck]esl ,  you

know, in the same bedroom. So f said, I 'We're going to have to

buy another house." So when they told us about the Chamizal

I  sa id ,  ' rwe l l ,  "  I  sa id ,  "1 i ke  I  t h ink  i t r s  okay . "

How did you first hear about the Chamizal lTreaty] ? Were

there announcements on the radio?

No, i lo, no. Just. l ike I said, l there were] people out t,here

surveying [and] t,his and that. And f thought i t  was l ike,

they sa id,  "Oh,  werre going to  bui ld  another  s t reet  over

here. I '  That was a bunch of l ies. They [wereJ just surveying

where t,he l ine was going to b€, see, because t,hey had to

measure there because they had railroad tracks right, there by

the border. And they had t.o be removed and everything so they

had to f ig iure everyth ing out ,  you know. And. . .

Were t.hose the railroad lines of t.he railroad company you were

working for?

Part of i t ,  yes. You see, there was freight that came over

from Mexico lthat] stopped there and then the Sout.hern Pacif ic

lwould] go and pick up the loads and take them to the yard

over here, see? [In the] same wdy, Southern Pacif ic [wou1d]

t.ake cars over there and go to Mexico, see? That's what they

B
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call that. Black eridge.

you know. And. . .

Wherers the Black Br idge

Right there by Santa Fe

Do you have any pictures

pictures of the area?

Probably so, yeah.

Thatrs where the Erains came across,

Locat .ed,  Mr.  Bass?

St ree t ,  yeah .

of your home in che Chamizal or any

Perhaps you could share them with us Iater.

I don't know where theyrre at, though, buL we did have pictures

because we used to take pictures of the kids out t.here in

front. of the house and stuff l ike that. But [as co] where

t .hey ' re  at  t ,hat . 's  a  d i f ferent  s tory .  [Uurns to  Mrs.  Bass and

discusses poss ib i l i ty  o f  locat ing photographsJ Yeah,  we got

them in Lhere,  but  where they ' re  at  we don' t  know.  [Mrs.  Bass

conments on locat. ion of photograph album. Mr. Bass asks Mrs.

Bass t,o locate the albuml WeIl, go see if  you can f ind Ehem.

Don'E look too hard,  whatever  you can f ind out  there.  [Mrs.

Bass exits Eo search for albuml She has t,rouble start. ing to

walk with her 1eg, you know. It ,  gecs cramped. She had an

operation on her knee.

so that was a real comfortable l iving there. I l iked it

because, l ike I said, I  didn't.  have to worry about. nothing

Lhere. See, fnmnigration loff icials] was always around there

right close by. They never bothered the kids coming across or

anything. The only thing they were looking for was

con t raband ,  you  know,  bu t . . .

t 4
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was there much contraband at that. t.ime?

We11, the only contraband t.hat. was going was going to go that

way. [I t  would] go Eo Mexico because at that t ime, see, you

couldnrt buy a Lelevision over there unless you had a permit.

So they smuggled televisions t.hrough there - radios and

t.el-evisions - so you wouldn't have to pay the, you know, the

whatever they call  i t ,  iuh.e mordida, see? So coming back this

wdy, we1l, they came across just to either go up there and

find out i f  they could clean your yard for you or wash your

car  [ana]  s tuf f  l ike that .

Do you remember Cordova Island?

Oh,  yes!  That ,  was a beaut i fu l  I i t , t le  is land.

Could you teI1 us a I i t , t . le bit about the island?

WeI l ,  iLrs  r ight  there -  where those pro jects  is  r ight  now

right before you get to Bowie High School. That was a nice

place because there was corn [and] chi le. You could see it

from Paisano Drive - the I i t t le ranch they had there, Ehe

l i t t le  farm.  Everyth ing [was]  rea l  n ice.  That  was the

Cordova. They used to cal l  i t  -  they had a l i t t le name for

that  l i t t le  is land there.  But  that  was r ight  there c lose to

the United St,ates, see? And part. of t .he United States was on

t.he other side where Peyt.on Packing Company was, see? And

that was right in the middle, see?

If I  recaIl,  Peyton Packing Company was forced to relocate,

G :

B :

G :

B :

u .

a1so .

B: Yes. Yeah, i t  was in the Chamizal area. That one and the
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stockyards, too. The stockyards were right there, r ight there

before you hit the I i t t , le Cordova Island Ehere.

Can you remember Ehe names of any other businesses that were

located [ in t,he Chamizal] and were forced to relocate?

We l1 ,  l e t r s  see .  Wa i t  a  m inu te .  We11 ,  t he re  used  to  be  Lone

Star  Cot t ,on Mi l ls ,  but  then la ter  on i t  was E]  Paso Pipe,  or

something l ike that - that was a big building - because I

worked there r ight before I st.art.ed working with t.he rai lroad.

That  was in  L94l .  I  worked there at  the cot ton mi l l  as a

boi ler  operator .  I  used t ,o  go in  at  f  our  o 'c lock in  the

morning and get off at seven in the afternoon.

That was a long day.

[t worked] for a dollar and twenty-eight lcents] an hour - no

- yeah, [I  was paidJ one t,wenty-eight an hour. That, was the

only way to make money. tI had t,ol work that many hours.

Then  I  used  to  [wa Ik  towork ]  whenmy ca r  d idn t t  sLa r t  i n  t he

mornings.  So I  had to  walk .  So I 'd  go down the ra i l road

tracks where that  l i t t1e Cordova Is land is ,  see? That 's  why

I know labouc] al l  the corn and stuff l ike that. Sometimes

the Immigration [wouldJ come up and give me a lift and take me

back to  the cot ton mi l ls ,  yeah.  And when they 'd see me wi th

my lunch box they would pick me up there. On [some] Sunday

afternoons, a train coming down bringing cars from Mexico

lThe train engineers would alsol give me a r ide up to

(uninte l l ig ib le)  St reet .

We1I ,  l ike I  te I l  the wi fe ,  I  was real  happy wi th  my job

G:
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but when r seen they were hir ing at Southern Pacif ic f said,

"We11,  heck.  I t 's  on ly  two b locks f rom my house. ' r  So I  went

up there and applied and they gave me a job right away.

Did most of the employees working there at that t,ime, were

t.hey l iving in the Chamizal area?

Well,  most of them. we had about four or f ive [Chamizal

residentsl working with the rai lroad right. there and then [we]

had some from the Post office, some with the service, and some

with the smelter. Everybody was working. Like my compadre,

Vil1a - Ehe one I t ,old you [about who] used to sign those

G :

B :

G:

B :

G :

B :

p lanes .

What  was h is  f i rs t  name,  Mr.  Bass?

I  can ' t  remember.  He was a real  jo l ly  o1d

las t  yea r  [ 1993 ]  -  Mr .  V i1 la .  And  he  used

the schools .  lTurns to  Mrs.  Bass and

remembers the f i rs t  name of  Mr.  v i I la l .

Joe  V i11a .

And he lived i-n the Chamizal area?

Oh, yeah. Yeah, he buil t  his house

of  the houses that  wasn' t  bu i l t  by

his house himself - him and his

fr iends, you know, and stuff l ike

And he was a painter?

man. He died that

to be a painter for

asks her i f  she

;os5a 'Jos5 v i l1a.

t.here. His lhome] was one

that cont,ractor. He buil t

w i fe  -  and we1l ,  a  few

that , .

Oh,  yeah.  He was a good painter .  Hay est { .  i l t l i ra !  [Mr .

Mrs. Bass show and photographs of family and home taken in

Chamizal areal

and

the
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Perhaps we can save them for  a f ter  the in terv iew and I '11- . . .

Okay.

. . . l ook  a t  t hem.

Wel l ,  there isn ' t  much more to  say because,  l ike I  say,  that ,

about covers everything. Like I said, I 'm glad, you know

that, l ike f said, f  needed Lo buy another house anyway so

when that thing came along, I said, "Why not?"

If I  asked you to share with us your happiest memory of l i fe

in the Chamizal whaL would you teII us? lShare with us] your

fondest memories.

WeIl, I  sdy, I st i l l  dream about, i t  because I reaIly loved

t,hat place. f rea1ly loved it .  because f was real comf ortable

l iving there because everything [was] so fr iendly and

everything, see? I st, i l I  telI  the wife in the morning when I

get uP, 'rYou know, f was dreaming about my house over there

lonl  13th StreeL,"  see? t f  can remember i t l  the same way as

l i t  wasl  .  lT ime]  doesn ' t  change anyth ing,  see? So,  r  say,  I

was glad that what happened, i t 's for the good.

People that lost out rrras people that were renting because

there were a few people there renting the houses. They

weren't buying the house. And that 's the one that people lost,

because they had to, you know, move out and you couldn't, find

a p lace cheaper  t .han that  to  renL,  f  guess,  I  don ' t  th ink.

But most of us, the owners of the houses there [didn't lose

out l  .

There was another l i t t le island there between - on 1l-th

G :

B:
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St.reet - r ight behind Hart School lconsult,s with wife on name

of islandl, the Ranchito. There was only a few apartment

houses there and it  was enclosed in r ight behind the houses

t,hat were from the Chamizal . Those people had to move out,

t oo .

The only business [forced to relocate] was Lhat propane

company that was there, too. And it moved out t.o someplace up

here on Hawkins up there. And then the Peyton lMeat Company

al -so re locatedl  and then t .he cot ton mi I ls .  l turns to  Mrs.

Bass and discusses names of addit ional businesses that

re locat .ed l  .  Barq 's  [Bot t l ing Company a lso re located] ,  but

they moved out a long t ime before then. Yeah, i t  was there,

but it moved out before the Chamizal though, before they

settled that thing with the Chamizal. The only thing t,hat was

t.here was that propane gas lcompanyl . And then, like this

Lone Star Cotton Mil1s used to be there, but they sold out to

a pipe company, some pipe company. I don't know what the real

name [wasJ. But everything turned out prett,y good.

So when they made this Border Highway over here, it

went right by there where our house was, yes. So when we go

to downtown, or something like that, w€ take Border Highway

and we're t,here in f ive minut.es, see?

I can imagine when you're driving along the highway it  brings

back a Iot of memories-

B:  Oh,  yeah,  you can say t .hat .  That . rs  where our  house was.

[Mrs. Bass comments on the change of r iver channels] The

G:
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river and everyt,hing. They brought the river back this way.

But on the long run, I think, the United St.aEes made a better

bargain t,han Mexico because Mexico got, some Land back, but the

United SL,at,es goL a better piece of i t .  Like where Bowie High

School is that used to be Chamizal, now see? Look at al l  that

that used to be the l i t t Ie Ranchito. Cordova Island there,

t .hat 's  where i t  was.  Where Bowie High School  is ,  see? So we

got a better deal out of i t .  than t.hey did. I  f igured that.

They were fair in gett ing al l  those houses and everything l ike

that but, like I say, the glovernment, was going to get their

money for them. So, i f  they didn't want, to pay for them they

tore them down. There was nothing 1eft. lchuckles] So what

they got was jusL the 1and. And, l ike f say, I think we got

a better deal out of iL because they got part. of the city

dump. Thatrs where the city dump used t,o be, see? And ltney

also goUJ Peyt,on - Peyton was a real o1d building anyway - and

the  s tock  ya rds .  Tha t ' s  abou t  t i t l .  f  don ' t  Eh ink  they  goL

anything better t.han we did anyway. But t,hatr s it . That ' s

the kind of deal they wanted so they got it that way.

I 'm  sa t i s f i ed  I  go t  my  pa r t  o f  i t .  [ chuck les ]  I rm

better off than I was before because f got a bigger house and

everyLhing - four bedrooms [and] two ful l  baths. You don't

see lgestures] l iving rooms the size of t .hat.

I t r s  a  good  s i ze .

A11 the l iving rooms [ in other houses] are real smaI1. Look

at t.hat. lgestures t.owards living room] My bedrooms are

20



eleven by eleven. You dontt f ind them l larger] than eight by

eight in most. ly any [other] place, see? But look at the

kitchen here. The only thing that I did to t,he house - i t

used Eo be what, you called ranch style. So we had a gable put

on i t .  And that , 's  about  i t  to  what  I  d id  to  i t .  And t f

addedl the carport. But, I ike I said, what I spent, on this

house, everything probably lcame to about] under $22,000

alt,ogether. And what did I pay f or i t .? Maybe $1-1, 000?

That 's  what ,  I  d id  a l t .ogether  to  i t .  I 'm very comfor tab le.

I l ike i t  because the location is lconvenient] .  I  can

even walk to the bank if  f  want to. fn about ten minuLes f

lcanl walk [uo the bank]. I  geL up in the mornings and go

walk around all the way up close Lo the Border Highway and

then back in  Lhe mornings when i t 's  n ice.  BUL when j - t 's  windy

or  too co ld I  don ' t  go out '  because,  l ike I  sa id,  I  don ' t  want

to get  s ick.  [chuck les]

[Mrs.  Bass remarks on the condiL ion of  Mr.  Bass 's  eyesl

And my eyes, you know. She got operated on her caLaracts,

too .  Bu t  she  uses  g lasses .  I  don ' t  use  g lasses .  Bu t  t he

doctor told me, he said, "We11, you can go through your l i fe

t,he same way you are. " This eye [gesLures] is to look long

dis tance and th is  leyeJ is  [ to  look]  shor t  d isLance,  see?

See, I can read t.he newspaper [gesturesl here - the l j- t , t Ie

le t ters  and everyth ing -  sdy,  l ike th is ,  s tu f f  l ike th is ,

s tuf f  l ike Ehat .  -  wi th  th is  eye.  t f  can readl  a l l  the

newspaper ,  bu t  w i th  th i s  eye  fges tu res l  I  can ' t .  I t ' s  f o r
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long dist.ance. So he made me a prescript ion so bot.h eyes can

be t,he same. So lhe said] ,  I 'You can use your glasses whenever

you want to. When you don't want to, you don'E have to use

them, "  see? But  most  of  t ,he t , ime I  don 'L use g lasses,  see,

l i ke  I  say .  Bu t  I 'm  sa t i s f i ed  w i th  wha t  [ he  te11s  me ] .

Yesterday he checked me out and he said, 'rEverything's okay.

So  f  won ' t  see  you  un t i l  November . r '  So . . .

Tha t . ' s  good .

Yeah,  rea l  good.  Dr .  aamos(?)  He's  a rea l  good eye doctor .

Would you l ike to add anything else about the Chamizal, Mr.

Bass?

We1l, f  dontt t ,hink. I  t ,hink I about covered everything.

Like I said, I t.hink I made a good deal when the governmenL

paid me for my house to buy this house. Otherwise, l ike I

said, I  couldn' t  get much rent, f  or that house over t.here

because the rent.s were too low to make the payment. on another

house, |ou know. So I think we made a good deal because this

wdy, with what money I gave into this house, r ight awd1yr I

came out  wi th lout l  any balance.  I  d idn ' t  pay no in t ,erest

what I owed, because that mortgage investlorl  told r l€,

sa id ,  "M ts .  Bass .  .  .  I

End of Tape One

Side A

B :

on

he



B:

G :

B :

Beginning of Tape One

Side B

okay. what do you want to know more? About what?

I  can ' t  th ink of  anyth ing e lse I 'd  l ike to  ask you for  now.

WelI, l ike I say, I think we about covered everyt.hing. And

I'm very glad that you came over here to interview with me

because,  l ike I  say,  I 'm not  ashamed.  And I 'm not  mad for

what happened and everything because I think the governmenL

has the right to do whatever they want to if t,hey are fair

with you, too, you know. Because if  they are going to push

you out, you know, and just take the land away from you

without paying you anything - now, that. 's different,, things

l i ke  tha t .  A  Io t  o f  p laces  a re  [ l i ke  tha t ]  .  Tha t ' s  j us t  1 j - ke

t,hose Indians that are f ight, ing over there in Mexico because

they tr ied to take over their land without paying them for i t . ,

see? That ts  the bad par t  about  i t ,  see?

And f f igure that Lhe government treated me fair and Itm

glad.  I 'm not  sorry  about  noth ing.  She l iked th is  house,

too.  When we f i rs t  came over  here,  I  sa id,  "Look,  "  I  sa id.

lMrs.  Bass adds that  she d id not  l ike the house in i t ia l ly .

Mr.  Bass comments on her  s t ,a tement . l  Wel I ,  d t  f i rs t ,  Do.

WeII, because you know why? She seen the bedroom and living

room in the back. WeIl, people donrt have Co come to the

living room l ike t inl ot.her places lwhere] you have Lo go

through the living room to get t.o an14>1ace, see?
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Correct .

So here,  iL 's  n ice by iLseI f  lgestures]  over  there.  And we

en joy  i t  now.  we  l i ke  i t  he re .  L i ke  I  sa id ,  [ i L ' s ]  a  b ig

house for both of us but we have a lot of company sometimes.

Like - what was that - at my daughter's birthday, w€ had a

fu I1  house .  l chuck les ]  f  sa id ,  " I t ' s  a  1o t  o f  room.  You

want t,o go t.o the bathroom? WeII, there's two of them. You

don' t  have to  wai t  in  l ine for  nobody."  So everyth ingrs very

nice.  So would you l ike to  see some of  those p ic tures? Wel l ,

1e t ' s  see .

Perhaps we can stop talking for now and you can show us the

pictures, but I 'm very appreciative of the t ime that, you took

to spend with me talking about the ChamLzal.

WeI1,  l ike I  say,  a l r ight .  Because I  l ike to  have someth ing

Iike that, you know, like, if somebody wants Eo know somet.hing

that  rea1Iy happened,  you know. And that . 's  h isLory,  that , 's

r ight. And l ike I say, people that are sorry for t,hat I don't

know why because they goE their money. If  they didn't buy

ano the r  house ,  we l l ,  t ha t ' s  somebody  e l se ' s  f au I t .  Tha t ' s

r ight ,  I ike I  say.  L ike I  to ld  the wi fe ,  " I  don ' t  want  to

have to pay [on1 a new house again." Everything t is] just

l ike i t  t  s supposed t.o be again because, l ike I said, she

didn't,  ever work in her l i fe, see? She gets a pension from

the ra i l road.  [She's  paidJ f rom my paycheck,  see? She gets

her check and I get my check, see? Used to be - before - al l

t.he pension came to the men. But t.hey lwou1d] wander off and

g .
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left the woman high and dry [with] no money. You see, Ehat

way i t 's  sp l i t .  She gets  her  par t ,  and I  get  my par t .

(chuckLes)

And we l ive very comf ortable. Like f said, f  i f  t ,y-two

years married and we sti l l  enjoy ourselves real good, see? we

were a 1itt le over a year married when I went into the

serv ice.  And when I  came back,  we11,  I  sa id l to  my wi fe ]

because I was going to buy a house before I went into the

service but they wouldnrt. have [had] one [available for us]

because the bank wouldn't aIIow us to [buy1 one because f was

l c lass i f i ed  as  a l  1 -A .  And  I  sa id ,  " I f  you  go  i n to  the

serv ice who's  going to  pay for  the house, t t  see? So I  to ld  the

wi fe,  r rWhen I  f i rs t  now get  out , r r  I  sa id,  r rwetre going to  buy

a  house . "  And  we  d id .

When this thing came around, there was a Mr. Harold

Hoffman, the owner of the Wabash Bar. We met overseas and he

said, 'rwhen we get discharged" - and he l ived here in E1 Paso,

too - he told me, I ' I  want to look you up. I want you to go

with me and locate a business that f want to buy because you

know most  of  the businesses here in  El  Paso.r r  So I  sa id,

"Okay.r '  So we got discharged. He came up Co my house. We

went, out looking for a place and he settled down on buying

this Wabash Bar. The Wabash Bar is a bar and a hotel on top.

It.  was right. there in front of Southern Pacif ic. He had a lot

o f  bus iness ,  see?

And what was t.he name of it?
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Wabash.

Can you spel1 thaL?

Wabash Bar  -  I  don ' t  know.

Tha t ' s  okay .

V'Iabash Bar. That and the El Paso Bar were the only two bars

there close to the rai lroad, see, and they had al l  the

business. And I went t.o work for him in the afternoon after

I got out off work. I  went up there and worked for him,

especial ly Friday and Saturday. See, f used to go up t.here

and work f rom s ix  o 'c lock to  twelve o 'c1ock at  n ight  for  h im,

see?

So when this deal came across from the Chamizal, he t.old

me - he' s t,he one that, heard about it, you know - and he told

ff i€, ' tWould you l ike to buy a house over in the Chamizal?" f

sa id -  they d idn ' t  ca l l  i t  Chamizal  a t  that ,  t , ime,  they ca1led

i t  [consul ts  Mrs.  Bass as to  name of  area]  Rio L inda d is t . r ic t

-  I 'Wel I ,  le t , 's  go.  "  So we looked at  i t  and he sa id -  and I

showed him the contract - and he said, rrNow buy this house

here. This one has two lots. The rest of the houses only

have one lot. I' So I t,ook that one. And he even gave a down

payment for me - a hundred dollars, see? He l- iked me so much,

you know, t.hat I would work with him and take care of his

business and everything, you know. He trust,ed me because he'd

go home,  I 'd  c lose the bar ,  I 'd  take Ehe change f rom t ,he cash

regis ter ,  and in  the morning I 'd  go by there and I 'd  leave i t

there. He trusted me t.hat I wasn't going Lo steal anyching so
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we got along pretty good.

And when he sold the bar he went, back t,o the service and

he came back one Eime and he said, rtHow do you like your

house?rr  I  sa id,  t r f  'm doing f ine.  "  I  sa id,  "We11,  what  are

you going to  do?"  He said,  " I 'm back in  t .he serv ice"  -  he was

a maj or in the Air Force . He said, I '  I  went back to the

se rv i ce . ' r

Later on his wife said that he died from lung cancer. He

never smoked. So, fou know. But he's the one that gave me

the down payment. for the house - a hundred dollars. That was

the down payment .  [chuck les]  And I  pa id $34.50 a month.

That's including the insurance and the t,axes and the house

lpaymentl and everything. When I got through paying the house

I  seen the taxes as lcost ing me]  about  $50,  $70,  or  $80 a

yea r .

Back then that, was a lot of money.

Yeah,  that  was a 1ot  o f  money,  yeah,  but ,  l ike I  sa id,  i t 's

not the same as paying rent,. Like here we pay about, sdy, $50

a month in the bank or have the taxes paid by the year, see?

Where can you l ive with $50 a month? Not even a garage!

( laughs)  So,  I  to ld  her ,  I  sa id,  "The best  th ing to  have in

your l i fe is your home. A roof over your head, see? The rest

you can make it one way or the other. Like I tell you - me

and her - we get along f ine. I help her. She helps me [wit,h]

everyt.hing.

Okay ,  Mr .  Bass .  We l l ,  we r1 l  s top  fo r  now and  i f  you  1 i ke ,  f
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can come back anocher day and we can talk some more. But once

aga in ,  I ' d  l i ke  t o  t hank . . .

No .

. . .you for  your  t ime.

No. That 's  go ing Eo be about  iL ,  th is  t , ime.  I 'm g lad you

came and, well ,  I ' trr glad I answered most of your questions.

And, l ike I say, everyt.hing that I say is true because I don't

have no regrets on anything. Everything's f ine. I 'm

get t ing,  l ike I  say,  I 'm get t ing o ld and I tm g lad I  got ,  my

house. And I feel f ine and everything else, r ight, see? Irm

a grandfather. And today I '11 have my granddaughters today.

I 'm going to pick them up at school today. I get them twice

a week. Take them over here, y€s.

Okay,  wel l  thank you very much. . .

A l r ight .

. . .M r .  Bass .

Yeah,  a l r ight .

This is the end of the interview.

Okay.

End of Interyiew
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