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BIOGRAPHICAL SYNOPSIS OF INTERVIEWEE:

Longtime E1 Paso ear, nose, throat surgeon; co-founder of E1 Paso Medical
Center; born in Iowa, 1903; son of Canadian physician; graduate of University
of Texas at Austin; 1934 graduate of Baylor University School of Medicine,
Waco, Texas; attended graduate school at Tulane University, New Orleans,
Louisiana; flight surgeon and commander in U.S. Navy; former editor,
Southwestern Journal of Medicine; former member of Board of Directors of El
Paso Chamber of Commerce; served on boards of Radford School, Sun Carnival,
El Paso Symphony, and Southwestern Children's home; died June 11, 1991.

SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW:

Sketches medical education; recalls running track at University of Texas at
Austin; mentions work as assistant editor for university's humor magazine and
reporter for daily newspaper, the Austin American; recounts military duty with
U.S. Navy; decision to practice in El Paso, Texas; changes in city's hospitals;
recalls experience as editor of Southwestern Journal of Medicine; volunteer
medical work with Southwestern Children's Home; sentiments on medical politics;
creation of El Paso Medical Center with area physicians, including Lee Wilcox,
M.D., and A.E. Luckett, M.D.; discusses collection of photographs of El Paso
sunsets and other hobbies; Round Table meetings at Hilton Hotel with El1 Pooley,
former editor of the El Paso Herald Post.
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A Give me 23 raview of your educstion, other than vour Daslc --
I mean, your pre-med process. Where did you --
A Well, I took academic at the University of Texas, Austin,

and from there I went to medical school -- Baylor. I
T

medical degree in 1834. Then I went, finally -- I went to Tulane

~leans for graduate work. At that time I

rgery. Well, I was offered a =scholarship at
%150 a month, but I couldn’'t live on that. Z¢ in p

nf becoming a student of Zushing or Wilder-Penfield in Montreszl.

I went to Tulans and tock ear, nose, and throat.

& Let me ask you a little bit about Austin. I know that you
ran track down there. Was Clide Littlefield your coazh?
A Yes, for a2 time, yesh. I forget the names of some of Zhe

others, but that was ~- well, Bible was a coach along about in

Al Well, now, did he coach track or just foothall?

A As I recalil, by 2olly, hoth football and track

3 Thoge felias hsd to double up in these days. didn’t they?

A Well, I was on the track squad. I never lettered, but -- 2o
I remember him, vyeah. I could run the 440 in a half a day, and
that wasg about as good sz I could be.

Q You 've always been interested in writing and litsrature.

Did you take some part in the school activities in the Universit:

ine or anything down

Were you part of a schocl maga

N
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specialty boards, and the navy psid sxkrs for that and then sxirs
on your flight duties. So I was doing all right financially --

very well.

A How did you chose E1 Paso to practice?

A Well, partly I'd known a good many people from here I'd nmet
st the university -- boys and girls -- and made friends with
maybe 10 or 12 of them. I liked the pecple. I had been invited
down heare S times to zpend weskends or vascations with

pecple like -- well, Walter Howell. He was one of them -- and
several others that I spent, vou know, time with. I liked the
people. I thought, "Hell, I°11 Jjust go out there. I know

them; they know me.’

o Good choice. Those were the gcod years of El Paso, back in
there?

A Yeah. very much so.

2 Things have changed a lot. When you first came in practice
here, which of the hospitals accepted surgery, or where did you
do surgery -- which ones?

A Mostly at Hotel Diesu., some at Masonic. HNow, Masonic
Hospital -- a3t that time in Five Points -- on the site which is

ot

now occupied by that huge old Sears building. The police have i

now.
& Now, Southwestern had not become a general hospital at that
time, had it? When you first came here, Southwestern wzsg noit =

eneral hospital, was it

oo,

>

Ne it was used as a tuberculecsis then.
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And then

Yeah.
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it -- waszs it distributed in?

A Now, please, again.

2 How large an area was the Journal distributed in?

A We covered Arizona, New Mexico, and West Texas.

Al Pretty much like the --

A Part of Colorado.

2 Pretty much like the Scuthwestern Medical Asscciation doss?
A Area Jjournal

A Yes. Was that -- did Mottt have somethinz to do with

that -- the printer here -- I mean, the public relations man?
Wheo sponsored the thing? Was 1t put out by Zouthwestern Msesdicazl
Ascociation or --

A That was it Yeah, yeah, yeah

- How, vou mentioned World War II. Where your stationed
mostly during Werld War IIT

A Well, most of it was on the West Coast. I was a member sf a
zmall, supposedly secret group -- troubleshooters, and I
commandsd several small hespitals. The navy furnishss
hosgpitalization for the marinesz, so I was with the marirnes in =
sense. But I was commanding hospitals and Zetting on a ship o
places where there d been some trouble. And I was nonminated o
take over and straighten them out.

@ Was this mostly administrative, or were you practicing
medinine?

A No Mostly -- I rarely saw a patient, as such

G Yeah?

B
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?

you active in the Chamber of Commerce
A I was a2 member of the Board of Directors for a term down
there, and I was a2 Member of the Board at Radford, Sun

Carnival -- a number of other things in the city.

Q What about the Symphony? Was that one of your interests?
A Yes., I was a member of the Board of the Symphony,
Orchestra, too, for about 30 years.

Q Radford School was a very fine school -- is a wvery fine
school Did yeour girls go to Radford?

A Gne of my daughters, Jackie, graduated from there with

honors and cobtained a scholarship -- region scholarship -- to

university at Austin. Donna spent about two years and then
wanted to go to Austin High. So we let her transfer to Austin
High

A I'm z2lad she’'s not going to Austin High today.

A Ch, it’'s a shame what’ s happened. At that time 1t wag a

a Southwestern Children’s Home was cne of your interests,
wasn bt ii7
A I was also on the Board there. Did medical work for

a

them ~- surgery, that sort of thing, veah.

$-

A I know that a lot of the good ranching families down in ths
country -- the Menes family and people 1like that helped tco
support Zouthwestern Children's. £ began -- did it begin in Th=
18350 =7

A I can’t be 3ure I just can’'t be sure. But I remembzr whsn

<
o
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f=]
2

they first began. Victor Moore, an attornsy -- and

ey

took one or two orphan children in a home they had down
Arizona Street across from the -- what's -- nc -- the F
Christizn Church Just a little home there, znd they &
built up public subscripticn and so forth to where they

and took over a

i3 Mission 73 Was that part of the Chamber <f Comns
A Hao The Board of Regents of the University appoin
group headed by Jud Williams, who in fturn aproinzed —--

how many. but maybe 20 of us. They wrote z boox finall
have it up here -- about recommendaticns for zhs Univer
@ Well, that wazs for the University?

A Yeah

& Ckay Now, in medical organizsations -- I 4now tha
worked 1n the County Medical Scociety sons HSave you Le
of any of your specialty groups across ths zounz:y?  Ha
been interested in participation?

A Ornly as a3 member I've long been = Si5, w2li, asu
medical politics It can be rough, z2nd thzrs 3 GO0 Sens
of iz 2o I never got into medical politics

B Frobably thzat = why yvou 've lived as long 33 you hs
A Gh, probably so.

& Saved your blood vessels.

A I na2ver felt an ego that had to be bolstzred by an
name

A W¥ell, that' ¢ a kad disesse, all right

~
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A Yeah.

A Now, it has always been my feeling that you were the fellow

who had the first ides about the E1 Paso Medical Center. Give us
s rundown on how that got started and where you got the idea and

so forth.

A Well, ccming homs from the war, I set up practice in a very
small office in the First National Building. Let’'s see. DSpace
WIS goarce Doctors were coming home -- couldn’'t find space to
cractice. What there was,., the rents were increasing, so 1t was a
situstion that was uncomfortable. Well, a number of us used to
zat lunch at the Hilton Hotel, and at one time one of the men
there who made frequent trips to Albuguergue menticned that hs
had seesn an entity built up by some Albuguerque doctors.

A Iz that Herman Lee Bright?

A Yesh, Herman Lee Bright -- Lippy, we called him. A nice

guy At any rate, he said, "Why don’'t you fellas think about
it?" Well, the thing got working on my mind. I talked, then. to
Tee Wilrox He decided that it was a gocd idza, let’'s ses whzt
we could de szbout building a corporation. We finslly got encugh
people interested, talking and selling to set up a corporation,
and sold stock in it to one ancther. Then we bought a piece of
land up there on Golden Hill Terrace. Now, at that time that
hill was about twenty-some feet above where it is now. We got --
we mads 3 contract with a company. Dig it up; straiten it out.
It went on from there where we got, oh, twenty-some pecple to buy
stock -- get interested. Then we hired an architect from ths




west coast -- from Los Angeles who had done some of this work out
there. They set up the plans, took over, and in a year cr two,

we had our buildings. We movaed in one afterncon -- I think it

was in 1952. A bunch of us moved in and started practice there.

on. Other people thought it was going be to sueccessful, =0 they

bought stock. We put up buildings for them, and that was i

A T remember that you had a pretty hard =zell o hegin with on
it

A We did.

Q I remember some of theose meetings that we held, where

Mr. McKee came and --

A Yeah

a -- and =o many of the dissentsrs wers speaking 2ot I

+

[
s
R ]
[¢5]
2]
(&8
(4]

r nowW irm and SLYong you wWere abpouil Suj

Was -- did vou have any feeling that it wazs not Zoing

A No I zuess the cpitimism of youth mzy have been

M T felt “hat he had puat it across, ard by mooilizing sny -~
well, thoughts, ideas, factz becauszs any osbiection we -could
answer, we found we could answer with facts And it’'3 hard Lo
g2t sround a fact ou finslly succumb, by golly suy
knows what he’'s talking about

& I zlways admired the fzct that you were able To zell this
pecause you and I know that within our sFeszion =o

Sealcusiss 2xiszt that will not 3llew = Z2ood ides to s carrisd




forth sometimes, just purely as a means of blocking it.

5
0y

thought you did a real good Jjob in selling the thi

42}
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A Well, there was a bit of a scheme in there.

: T o3 _ » . _
O TpOration. I decided 1in my oOWn o

i}
[

ne as president of ths
no, to give it to Wilecox. He was here during the war, hs knows a

lot of these people; he doesn t have any potential -- well,

crossfirse from various people, and I might engender -- because
sometimes I could get a little bit overbearing. I kncw that

2o, I figured, well, he'd just do better as president. I backed
away from it, and I did that deliberately and let him take mose
of the ocredit for it. As I said to myself one day, "I don %t give
a hoot who has the credit. Let’s get the thing dcones.” S0 alft=zz
that a lot of people decided, "Oh, we put it acrecss.’ That s all
right. I don't care.

A} You and I both like Al Luckett. You sort of put yourszelf in
Al Luckett s category by saying this. Al Luckett had good ildesz,
sut he could get a little bit overbearing at times. HWell, I Zuazz

k]

think that the Medi

C

a1l Center Corporation was a gresat thing,

I711 say this, and I commend you for having worked =¢ hard on 1%,

A Well, thank you.

A And I think that it did a awful 1ot for E1 Pasc --

A Well, I'm sure it --

™ -- and for medicine, too.

A -- it helped develop E1l Paso as a kind of medical center,
and there’ s every reason it should be.

& T wanted to talk a minute about your hobbies. You used to




be a gardener when you were feeling up to it.

A Yeah.
Q Has it been some time since you felt like that?
A Well, I used to work gardening, photogrsphy. I 2at one time

made a number of slides of different things -- eye diceases, and
strangely enough, sunsets in El1 Paso. I had a full library of
the most beautiful slides.

A Beautiful, yes.

i
E—L
-4

A S0, 1t got to where it was demanding too much fims,

Just guit & lot of 1it.

A Sunset in El Paso is ones of the grea:t, wonderful Zhinzgs
abnut El1 Paso.

A Oh, beautiful.

A I know that you have always been interested in rezdinz and

in writing. Do you still read a good deals

A Yeah. That’'s my principle work now. thiz -=
and I junst don’t get around very well So I do a lot of reading,
pap=rhacks f pick up here and there. I like biograchy =and

history and bocks about the war I was in. Those are the things I

like. The fast-talking novels with 3 1ot 2f short four-l=siter

words I don’'t care about. That’'s trash Wacte time with it

2 You and I agree perfectly on that.

A Ch, veah.

a I wanted to talk to you a little bit about the Round Table

that vou o

Liebright. You must have had some pretty lively discuazsions at
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the Round Table then.

A Yeah. Ed Pocley,

and Dave Camron and Tuffy von Briesen,

insurance man

a Leo Donglas.

A -- who, incidentally, got us the
the Medical Center, yeah. We used to
arguments.

A Well, you sort of gave Ed Pooley
editorials, I imagine.

A Yeah. He got to quoting Latin a

he thought no one knew 1t.
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when I threw it back at him one time.
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and never went back to the church.

business after the war.

He deviated a little bit from

Al
think.

A Well, he was quite a man. HNow,

Q

I agree.

A lot of people didn’t like him.

ast stimulated people to do some
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a wazsn’ 't he?

shining light,

quite

editor of the Herald Post,

It just happened.

so he was a

en trained asz a priest in the episcopal church,

as an air pilot,
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some of his teachin

In contrast £o the other newspaper at that time,

and Leo Douglas, an

was anothsar,

money on a loan to build

have some preftty good

reason for some of his

couple of times. I gu

He used some
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little

Anyone was smart
and stayed

he got into

But, like him or not,
thinking now and then.
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A Oh, very much, very much so. He did very well.
Q That covers the notes that I had. What else would you like

to add about living in El Paso or any of things that I haven't

covered?

A Nothing. I don’'t know much about anything. I just don’'t
know what to say on that. I really don’'t.

A Have you had some interesting travel that you'd like to talk

about, anything in particular?

A Oh, yes. I°'ve done a lot of travel. I've been to Eurocpe
four or five times, Canada God knows how many times --

Al Wonderful country.

A -- and all that, but that’s not any particular -- well,
achievement, let’s say, you know.

A Did ~-- I know that you said that your father live to b= 32Z.
Did your grandparents have a long 1ife?

A Yeah, they did. Yeah.

a You must come from pretty good stock.

A The whole family, zxcept as I ve zaid, mother. And, of

course, that was something that had nothing tce do with

longevity -- the genes. HNo.

Q Were your people Canadians, that is, your grandparents?

A Yeah. Yeah, but they were English first. They were
English. They migrated from there to two places -- part of them
in Ontario, near Toronto, and part of them near Montreal -- a
suburb of Montreal. So it’'s kind of two branches.

Q Well, I thank you for giving me the ftime and the snergy for




this interview.
A Well, thank you for your interest.
A This will be part of the archives of the County Medical

Society. We're trying to get as many of our --

A Well, I hope it contributes a little interest.
Q Well, I think it does indeed. Thank you very much.
Dr. Spearman died June 11, 1881. He was 87 yeargc old.

He ceontributed a number of items to the El Paso Medical

Heritage Foundation.
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