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Society; wife of Willard Warren Schuessler, M.D.; prominent plastic and maxillo-
facial surgeon; born December 22, 1918, Greenville, Texas; attended Southern
Methodist University; married, 1940; cited for outstanding service by Woman's
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Western College, Yuong Matrons Auxiliary to Woman's Club, El Paso Community
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This is Barbara Dent interviewing Dr. Willard
¥, Schuesgler and Mrs. Louise J. fchuessler in their home at

Copper Street, El Paso, Texas, on Thursday July 27,

81
wy
(@)

wessler, can you tell me where you were born?

> was born November the first, 13808, in Cinnia Park,
Zillincis, which is close to Chicago while my daddy was gcing
¢ Northwestern to get his M.A. degree. Then we moved to
Hanover, Michigan, where he got his Ph.D. degree. And when
he got that, he went to Dallas and helped organize, helped
cen the S.M.U. in 1913. But S.M.U. opened in 1815. I
received my education -- grade school in Dallas and at
2. ¥ . U. and I graduated S.M.U. in 1830, and I went %o Bavlor
Yedical School and graduated in 1934. I was an intern at

Zay.or Hospital and also a resident surgeon at Baylor

Zospital, and then went with Dr. Niel, a plastic surgeon, in

)
4o

4
D
Q

eptnrship, and I was with him from 1838 +to 1940. I

was called into military service in December the Ffifth,

5. Schuessler, where were you born?
I was born in Greenville, Texas December the 22nd, 1808, and

ny father died when I was two years old my mother moved to

Dallas so I was -- I really -- I went to school and really
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seventh before all the papers were completed, zo 11 took
s1X years.

Did you go with him immediately when he

(1Y

December the fifth?
No.
You stayed home?

we could find a place o 1

]

I had to stay in Dallas unti

fell, we had planned to live in Dallas. And so he went

to S5an Antonic, and I went down on the weeskends. And th:

was zbout six months.

How did you go down to San Antonio
Drive.

And what kind of car did you have?
Cadillac.

Cadillac convertible.

Wow! That was grea

Well, I was stationed at San Antonioc =2t Fort Sam Houzson
General Hospital, which has now been changed to Broois
General Hospital, but at that time, it w=s Fort Sanm Hous
General Hospitzal, and I had charge of plastic surgery

~

in 1942 I was transferred Walter Reed in Washington, 0.C.

teach a course in plastic surgery and maxcfacial surgery
and also take care of the patients. We had one hundred

at Walter Reed, zand in 1344. They had 2500 overseas., o

they sent all 2500 overseas to William Beaumont Gen=ral
Hospital which combined with Fort Bliss Station Hospital

3
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zgaid, "0Oh, your in the military. We don 't rent Lo Lhis
military,” and then she said, "QOh, you have a child. W=
don't take children. So we just said, "Well, he’'= Just
nine months old and he’'s in a playpen.” And she s=zid,
"When zre you going to get guarters on the post?" And ws
And this is what we

said we didn't know. Maybe never.

;
‘ﬂ
T

laugh about when they talk about discriminstion nowadays.

s The

We didn’t think anything of it. They

rules,” and, =zo, we went by the rules. Eut zshe did let ua=

@

+
o
U
1
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B
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i
U]

move in and said if we would try teo g2t guari:

o

3

let us stay. So, anyway, we did, and we finally did zet

m

guarters out there and lived at, on the post unitil he got

T
[

W

T

M
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]
<
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out and moved off of the peost. ¥ (Unintelligi )

1

m

out here in 1851. Been here ever since.
And how many children do yocu have?

We have three. We have two daughters and a =zon. Cur

3
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1
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the oldest, and he lives on our ranch at Sierr

]

oo
3
)

o
[
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Texas.

)
>
pn
L

And he has a wife and two teesn-age daughters.

ouar middle dzughter is & microbiclogist, and zhs hasz her cwun

(0]

Q.

business and lives in Austin. And our yvounger

Barbara, lives in Tucson.

Dr. Schuessier, you were Jjust telling

=
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landlord, wour first landlord.
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to me again?

Well, we -- we moved to -- bordered on Beaumcnit. ¥z moved

on a Saturday, and I paid him for half a month. And he had
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the base?

-

Oh, yes. Well, you could if you voliunteersd. I did = lot

t‘d

trt
o
oy
12,
s
T
U

of Grey Lady work, zand they had what they cazlled
for Britain" at the art museun.

W The ladies from town were Grey Ladies.

L Yeah. And a lot of ladies from town, and that’ 'z the wzy I
met a lot cf the town women, becasuse they did Grey Lady
work, too. Every day. And so --

Q Did you save your uniform?

L No. I've been -- because I was in -- I tsught zarts and
crafts, and, so, I had a sportcoat on most of the time,
because I tanght leather tocling, and copper toocling =nd

things like that. So, I more or 1

g
i

= S N O S O
g steyed o thse wards.

But they -- El Paso

[&]

always been so nice to me, and we met
so many people, and they invited us to things in town, =nd
the clubs invite us, and they still do invite the planning
officers’ wiveg to complimentary meals, and we & have

&

meetings that we’'d invite them to.

& Now, when you were president of the Chamber of Commercs, vyou

1

mentioned that you had a favorite project. What was that

N

I8

L Organizing the El Faso County Historical Society. That was

for the year. Sg, I had a c:

vl
ct

our civigc proje

mmittes, and

o

they crganized it in 1854, and had it going full in 1555,

oy

It took the whole year, you know, to put it tog

4]

£ he

(81
[

Q Whe were some of the charter members that were there?

-
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Well, I°11 tell you, one that gave us cur filrst hardrso-

dollar 1life membership was Mrs. W. W. CJurnsy, who cwunsd Lihs

museun. And she wazs living in that home, then. «! 1T
El Paso Museum.

& When was that house turned over to the museum? Did fhs oity
buy it, or what?

L No. She left it to the city, and I°11 have to look the
up on that. And they bullt the wing cocnto the flrzt floox
but the rest of it is her original homs And theyv had e
build that wing on because of tempsrature control. bor zhe
(unintelligible) in turn we had Ziven her our Tirst 1if=
membership card. El Paso waes a small town. 1t had lots of
good publicity all the time about sverything that wsnt on in
town. Everybody knew everyone, and what was £2158 on. S,
it was guite different than today.

@ And then, right after you finished your year as heac of ths
chamber of commercs, you became president cof the mediosl --
County Medical Auxilizry?

L Yes. Uh-huh.

And what --

t ®

And went down the list on all the presidents of -- 2ll ths

organizations I belionged to including PTA. So, I thoroughly
enjoyed it. We met so many wonderful people.

] What was your pet project for the Medical Auxilisxy?

Well, we were working on nurses’  scholarships, and for

£

nurses and tried to build that up, =nd also our public




o

W

relations. So, we organized several things. We had a ooa

party to raise money for the nurses’  scholarships. Then
had a party twice a year, and invited other organizaticons
and the press, and the radio and sc forth to coms to
participate. Both the County Medical Society and auxilisz
but mostly working to promote the County Medical Socisty

21l their good deeds.

And Dr. Schuessler, vou kind of followed your wife in being

president of the Socisty. When were you president of the

Society?

¥

I was president of the County M=dical Society in 13857,

1

been president of the Chamber of Commerce, zncd, so,
noticed that they had pictures of all of the gresidents £
the time the Chamber of Commerce started. Sc, I theought

it’d be nice to start pictures of all the presidents o

County Medical Society. So, we got all the pictures, exce

one or two, and put them all around the wall at ths Count
Medical Scciety. I°d like to tell you a little interssti

story. While I was in the army, we used to have a lot of

gunshot wounds to the face and a lot of deformity.
didn 't have any books or any magazines to go by. Ws juz:

had to use our imagination. And I had & patisnt that hsad

his upper lip all shot off. And I uvused to like to send =zll

my patients to town, because, 1f they went to town, then

they broke their inhibitions as far as trying to get sut

public because they look so terrible. So, this one I



decided I 'd make a pedicel from his forshead -- I mezn Dol
his head down, and put it across his lip. I°d shavad hiz

head, and I put this pesdicel on, and I thought maybe we
could make a mustache. and, that way, it weuldn 't show thal

he had lost his lip. S5, he went fTo town with this pedivsl

Q

ttached to his 1lip up here, and he went to = bar. And

people asked him what he had there. And h=s said, well, I
grafted a cat’'s tail orn his lip toc form his lip And zboul
two days or thres dayvs later I get a call from the n -

& And what =zchool did your children go to? The little ons
right here in the neighborhocod?

L Yes. Went to Crockett, and went to Austin, and Bassetit s
then a Jr. high school I think they call them middis

schools.
8 Middle schools. Changed all the terminology.
L Yes, they have. 5S¢ Barbars had an OJctober birthdayv. So,

she couldn't go into first grade. And there

in the back geoing Hadford, =o I put her in Radford Sl
went there for a couple vears, and then went to Crocketi

They all -- Bobby., my =on, went up to New Mexico Military

Institute, but he wanted to come back and graduate frowm

1 LA |
1

Austin, so he did.

B
]

W Who delivered your babies here

'..J
or
(]
X,
—
=
f

L Eﬁelso Stapp.

10




)}

8

[}

o

Bobby was born at Walter Reed.
Yeah. And Betty was born ocut at Beaumont.
Beaumont.

And Barbara was born --
-~ At Socuthwestern.
What was Southwestern like then?

Oh, it was gresat! It was such & nice family hespitsl, and

#

everybody knew everybody, and they took such good care of

you. Everybody went to Southwestern. They had -- of
course, Hotel Dieu, znd they built a new Zrovidence. The
cld Providence wasn’ 't that great. They built a new one.
They really needed it. S0, Scuthwestern was "the’ hospital
of choice.

Was Dr. Schuessler, a stockholder at Scuthwestern?

No. Only at medical center. They built the medical csntex
in the 18850s. But no, Socuthwestern, that was ths: -- it was

a family, you know, the --
Homans?

Yeah. They treated everyvbody like they wer

30

FTamily, too.
And Bill Burton ran it that way.

I don't think I 've heard that name before.

All right. Dr. Crimmon, Dr. Homan. I don’t kncow if

Dr. Turner wasg in with them or not -- anyway started
Southwestern, and he had one daughter, Bobbie, that married

Bill Burton.

4]
[
g
4
[OR
W}
ot}

He was the manager of Southwes:t

know how many vears. And then it was sold in the esarly

11
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v

{tape stops)

W We moved on Copper Streest, and that used to be = smslne:
and it was up on the hill. And the smelter was cal_.sd fhs

Federal Smelter. S0 it was -- Federal Street was czllied
from the Federal Smelter. And it was silver, copper, arns

gold, was what they refined. In }

nctice there's a big dip, and there’'s & bridge there. An,
at that time, it was a lake. And the lake was used for th-

smelter. But now, there’'s no water in 1t, or znything

This house was bullt in 1822 by J. Urmshee

t

he was an engineer, alsc member of St. Cements.

i And he lived here?

1 37+ Inren P K - oo - 1 1
L He built the house and livsd here with his family, and built

H s sk Xy, 2 . I F - -3 - v N

it in 13822 His study in the bazk c¢f the living rocom has

£ - LR T e LN - s ~ - . e - FRR

four stained glass windows with the four orders of the

Masonic order.

& Well, when this was & smelter, there was =ome talk zbout
they had 3 railroad track, or their own railroad thsi took
the slzg, or the ore, and built it over the tennis =lub

L The railroad’s still there. It was right by Memorizl Fark

W Yep.

&

Well, how did it get to the tennis club, in the arrovo

arcund the tennis club?

L Well, this used to go downtown. And then,

P
1
a“

@
o]
ct
i
las
o)

ro




depressed the track, I know. When we first moved hers, w=
always had to sit and wailt for the train, like, ten minutes

-- something like that -- for the train *to cross the trachk.

And it finally had the bond to depress the trachks. 1% tookb
them forever. Sc, I was glad when they changed it, made it

easier going.

Q Is that when the smelter went out of business?

L Oh, no. It went out of business long agc.

A You weren 't living here when it end=d?

L No, no. They had made 1t Memorial Fark.

Q So, that’'s the park in front, and this was the smelitsr load

This was taken in 18227

W No.

& Before that?

W Well, we used to have an organization here czlled the
Southwestern Medical Association. And, in 1843, I was the

general chairman for the convention center, and this
organization consisted of west Texas, New Mexico, Arizons
and northern New Mexico. And we kept up, and we had re=2l

nice meetings -- real nice associations. And, then,

gradually, New Mexico got their own doctors and specizlist

&)

And then Arizona did. So, Arizona graduslly dropped ocut.

rn Mexico

And then New Mexico dropped out. And then north

[41]
]

SN
o

dropped out. Sco they just disbanded. But it was & v

[§7]
b4

nice organization.

Q Were you a member of the Sheriff s Posse

13
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W

e
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Yes
Yeah.
Get the picture (looking at picture) back thers

where the old Sheriff’'s Posse used to be Cown in
valley.

Down. and about --

Oh. Down in the Lower Valley?

Yezh

When did vyou move up to Anspisz?

That was about ften years sgo More than <hat, 15
That looks -- ths lovok of the land ~- just what 1
Sheriff s Posse?

Well, the Sheriff’'s Pozse was crgsznized in 1336 &
Balfit -- I mean Thris Foux Arnd what he wanted t
wanted have sort of a police reserve at that time
with all -- any kind of thing we needed help with

got to be more of & social organization. And now

very 1little to do with the sheriff, except the sh
honorary member. And the sheriff reserve in thei
wheel Jeeps take the little (unintelligibls)y that
to. And I Joinsd it in 1848&.

Do you still have zny horses?

5till don't have any horses there at the Sheriff’
We have some horsss at the ranch, but not at the
Posse.

Tell me about your ranch.
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We bought it in 1280, and it 1
Sierrs Blanca, Texas. And on the back of our ranch, we look
down, and leook acrogss the land. And we --

45,000 acres.

We raise Brangus cattle. And ocur scon and his wife and fwo

danghters live out there in the summer, and they lived thers

yvear-round until the girls had to go to scheool. So, thsan,
they bought a house in Sierra Blanca, and moved -- come in

h Friday, and

the winter, and then live in town Monday throug

TIAS

P

Bob goes back ahd forth ever ddy i mil-"‘:S. oC, uh':’f‘ g'hE‘TT

&

gO out to the L anCh ocn rr id‘af and come baL/I": Tl !’f'\:‘{]dit\/ sy S0
3

Lie girls can gC' to SChOOl‘

This is toward Makattrick Canyvon, is it?

Well, no. That' s out at Carlsbad Recad. That's -- and or

o

the back of our ranch vou can s=se El Capitan and the

11}

Guadalupe Mountains. But we are south of the Carlsbad

Highwsy, so you can see Diablo Mountsins. And we have

o

lookout on the back of the ranch that looks cut and has --
how deep 1s *the drop-off?

1580 feet.

1500 feet. And we can drive right up tc the edge. And it’'s
really a fright. And we had 2 friend one time we showed it
to, and he said, "Well, whenever you want to get rid of
anybody, Jjust tell them to gun it when they get to that
hill, and that would be the end of themn.

Can you cut that off?

15




entry

W

{end

i

is turned off)

I want you tec tell me all about the bridges in the part of

in Cordoba.
Well, when I was president of the Chamber of Commsrce, Lhe
mavor was Mavor ERene Mascarefias. They decided we 'd liks o

=

have another port of entry. t that time we wrote "SIick”

F erford., wh 28 CUY Tepre tative, and ! seid we
Rutherford. who w cuy representative, a: he said w

probably wouldn 't be able to becausse of the fact that ths

Eic Grande was classified 3z a navigable river, and 11

have to go to the Department of the Interior, and the
Navigation Asscciation, and so forth and so on Well, we
found out that Mayor Villarreal a long times ago had built sz
bridge across the Rio Grande to ship cattle acrosz Lo ¢
particular feed 1ot. So, about that time, thesrs was two
officials from Immigration and Naturalization, and alsc
Customs, were at the Del Norte Hotel. We went to talk to

them. They said that 1if we would build a road --

ijuan

0
b
e
T
"
QT

T
had just built 18 bridges, and they had just told them to do

it. So, after they had to command it. So, they sald, "You
do it. We’ 1ll have to command it." We got Judge Woodroe

Bean tc build a road to the fence on Hayes Streeif, znd we
made Rene Mascarefias to build 2 road to that fence, and we

opened it up. They brought in mobile homes for the

16




W

and Immigration.
Did they declassify the Rio Grande as & --

d as & norn-navigable

(1

Now, the Rio Grande has been reclassifi
river. And, so, the bridges at Zaragosa are now going tc he
flat, like they used to be.

So, we won't have to worry about opening it when veszels
come through. Well, now that you ' re retired, are you

getting in your wife’'s hair every day?

I do a 1ot of "honey-do" stuff. And I =still belong tc a lcot
of committees. I've been -- just got off being divector of
the El1 Paso County Historical Socisty. I was vice president
and director of the Crime Stoppers. I'm still the director
of Crime Stoppers. I'm alsc a member of the Q0PS which is

an 0ld Obsolete Pilots Association, which meets every Friday

at 8:30. I'm -- I was president, or executive, of the West
Texas Counsel Government. I'm still on the West Texas
Counsel Government. I'm the director of the El Pasco
Aviation Hall of Fame. I'm now co-chairman of the Justice
Advisory Committee. Also, I'm the director of the Memorial
Court Improvement Asscciation. And I was on the selsction

committee for the El Paso Opportunity, and served as

7]

president in professional category in which got

v

Dr. Gordan Black in as my mentor this year. So, 1 ksep
busy, and I do things around the house -- keep up with my
Medical Journal. I try to go -- I go toc staff meetings.

<

I've been invited to Providence staff meetings, Sierr

X}

staff

U}
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meetings and also Southwestern staff meetings, and I try t
make the staff meetings And I try to keep interezted and

see all of my old

Q How does it feel having him home a few hours

being on call?

L Oh, not being on call is the best part of it becauss, of
course, they didn't have the emergency set up iike they havs
now. So, we had calls every night, and had them scri of
claszsified from about €:00 to £:00. It was kids falling and

cutting themselves, and hitting the coffes table and a1l
this And 38:00 to 1Z2:720 were automcbile accidents And
from 12:00 on, it was fights and drunks. Like 2:00 in ihe
morning, <:00 in the morning. He made them all And the
phone rang all day Saturday afternoon.

W We didn 't have pagers then. We had to leave -- we didn’'%
have pagers at that time, so we had to leave a phone nunber
where we were. If vou went to a picture show, well, we had
to tell the usher what row we were in, and they’'d come and
get us. It wasn 't nesarly as nice as they have 1t now with
the phone and pagers.

L And you'd leave ycur phone number if you went to a parity. I
went to lots of parties by myself, and he met me. We were
ready to leave and the phone would ring. There'd an be an
emergency. So, I'd Just go on and go to the party, and he d
come later. Came home lots of --

& Lots of two-car parties.




L Yeah.
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Q You were talking about picture shows.

talking about when they made an auditorium in the Turner

ot
3

{ix
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home, and they put those chairs upstairs. Do you think
was the Crawford Theater?

L I do think it was & Crawford, because that was azabout the
first theater that they tore down, and did the parking 1ot
and all that. And that was a real nice theater. 3¢, I --
unless, you know, it was cut of town or something, I ' m sure

it probably the Crawford.

53

No it was local. You ve seen a lot of changes, not cnly in
town and in medicine, but -- tell me about I-10 coming tgo
town, since you were both involved in the Chamber of

Commerce.

b
i
m

-- Highway 80 was with all the cotteonwood trse

Ui

L Yes. They had Highway 80 which came in con Alanmeda, and
still deoes. And they had all these cottonwood trees that
made an arch of great big trees that you drove through.
When you got to Alemeds Avenue, with 811 the chuckl
the filthy houses on each side, they improved that. Eut
never give any thought about a freeway coming through I-10
construction. Now we ' re going through all that again. By

the time they get it finished, it 1l probably be inadeguats.

A

But... Oh! Let me tell you about Mesa Street. We lived in

{

this apartment, Imperial Arms, which is on the corner of

Stanton and Rim Road. And it Jjust had a2 little patic. So
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where Corconado Bank, the Ccronado
way, 1s the shopping rcentzr. That was a road-zide parik.
And, so, we would take Bobby and our dog, and drive out
there like on Sunday, and have a picnic, and have a place to
play and for the deg to run around. And ncne of Mesa Stres
was there. It was Jjust wide open spaces.

Was it paved?

Yes. It was Jjust two lanes; cone going and one coning.
Coronado was 2 sort of hill, and there was sort of o blaff
there. And there wasn 't anything up there except one l1ittls
Lrailer home. And this little man lived up there by
himself. And the reason he lived there is because he a3 had
azthma so bad most everywhere. It was the one place in town

where he didn’t have asthma, was up there where nchody woulid

smoke around him.

)

now

b2
n

Where Coronado Country Club
Uh-huh. And this place had a reputation of being very

healthy, and very good for respiratory diseases unti

]
o
-
-
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had all this pollution in there. But it was very clean and
very dry, very good for these kind of causes. That' s the
way the was Southwest was started in Santa Fe in 1246

believe 1t was.

}.J .
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o
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When the old Saint Joe’ s was originally Baldwin Clinic.

then Dr. Homan bought Padlwin Cliniec. And then 1%t became

L

Saint Joe’'s. Do you know how the Catholic church got z hol

of Saint Joe’'s? Did Dr. Homan give it to them, or what?
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I don’'t know, but Dr. Homan was the one that started
Southwestern.

Yeah.

But I don 't know about that. And then Masonic Heozpital,
that was where Sears and Roebuck used to be.

Now, did you practice there at all?

I just went there once. And Dr. Wilcox called me to s2e to
a burn case. And I went over to see it, and right after

that they tore it down.

You went to Providence, foc.

When Providence wags downtown. There’'s an old
downtown by the railroad tracks, and it had =
that’'s where they had the staff meetings. It was a very
large old house. And then built the new Providernce oan
Oregon Street.

The Schusters owned it.

The Schusters owned the old Providence Hospital.

What about when they built Sun Towers? Were you involved in

)

that at all
No.

Were you involvad in Sierrs Were you involved in building
Sierra?

No.

o, most of your practice has involved Southwestern?

Most of my practice was at Southwestern and Provi

Q.
@
z
0

the old Providence and the new Providence. And then, later
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on, Sierra came cn, and I practiced down there, too And,
so, I finally -- the last couple of years I Just did
and bumps. I didn’'t do any real hard surgery. And Jid muzt

of that at Southwestern. becsuse I ccould do it =zs =n

outpatient. And, at that time, I had an agreemenit with them

N

that they would chargs 335 for the first 15 minutes, and
$1.00 thereafter. With the lumps and bumps, I could do
about four in an hour. When I was had z full practice and

was going to Southwestern, Providence and Hotel Disu, why,

(]

Dr. Elvalt was with me, and he worked with me for 1§ yesrs.

And he liked to do cesmetic surgery, and I didn % like to do
cosmetic surgery. I liked reconstructive surgery. 5o, he
started cosmetic surgery, and I sent him all ths cosm=tic

surgery, and he r=ferred me all the reconstructive surgery.

A And you =aid he retired at the same time you did?

W No. He retired about three years after I did.

a Have you been retired that long?

W I practiced 50 years, and I retired six years ago.

L Time goes by pretty fast. We had -- of course, E]l Faso has

been cur home, so we thought Dallas was so big that we &
rather live in a small town. And it had about 353,000°7

W 480,000.

L And they were -- about what?

W 80,000, 100,000 people.

W You know, we had about 90 doctors when I first started.

L And, so, anyway, that’'s why we decided to live in & small
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town. EIl Paso is bigger than Dallas when we 1ived there.

(=

Yeah. But look at Dallas now.

1.5 miliion, I think they say now. And Juarsz wasz the sams
deal. It was so small. It wasn't as big as El Puso. How

they 've got 1.5 million, too.

You said that next vear you're going to celebrate your SUth
wedding anniversary. Can you tell me something about your

wedding?
Well, we were married at Highland Park Methodist Church in
Dallas. And it was November the ninth. And wsnt on cur
honeymoon and drove south.
Where’'d you go to?

.

Well, we drove tc Florida, because we went to Cuba on our

honeymoon. We drove south and across to the Scuth cover io

3\
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Florida, and on went to Havana on a bgogat, and cam

drove back to El1 Paso when he got word that he should report
to Fort Sam Houston December the fifth. And he can t=21l yon

about how cheap it used to be at Miami Beach.

Well, we drove through the Tamiani Trail, and there was so

many bugs that got all over the windshield. So, I stopped
at a filling station. We had them wash the windshield off,
and he asked me where I was going. So, we told him we were
going Miami Beach. And he said, "Well, let me tell you. Go

to the north part of the beach, and don’'t pay more than two

4

nie
nl

dollars a day.” So, we went to this hotel -- rea

+

hotel. And I°'ve never done this before, but we went up
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there, and he showed us the room, and my wife didn t liks
the room. She wanted a corner room.

To see the beach.

8o -- and she wanted tou sse the ocean. And, soc, we askec
him how much it would be. And he said it would be five
dollars a day. And we said that was too much. We had

gotten informaticn that said you could get it for twe

dollars a day. And he said, "W=11, 1711 have to call ths
manager."” So, he called the manager, and the manager canm=
np. He =zaid, "Well, how long are you going to stay?’
said, "Well, we're going tc stay about four days." He szid

"If you stay a week, we’ 1l let your have it for two
dollars.” 1 said,” well, we ' re going to Havana, Cub=z. 2o,
he said that well, y'all look like nice people. HWe 1l tear
it up, and let y’all have it for two dollars a day.

Real expensive. Wouldn’'t you like to go to Miami Beach for
two dollars a day?

Conld you imagine what you'd get now for tweo dollars a day?

[
-t

Couldn’'t get anvthing at all on that. Sg, this -- when

g

the kids talk about -- people talking about the "clden

days,” that’'s really part of the "olden days.
Yeah. My kids -- one of them is just at the point of buving
houses. And she said, "how much did you all pay for ycurs?

We got ours just before big real estate boom, and that

completely blows their mind.

That’ s like buying this house in 18583.
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Yeah.

They Jjust can’'t believe the prices

The walls in this house are 18 inches thick.

And we had to build that. I really have (unintelligible)
because all this side the plywocd over in here, and that
five (unintelligible) and the kids climbed

in{unintelligible).

(tape 1s turned off)

L

During my year as president of the Medical Auxiliary ws --
the Auxiliary decided that we had some extrs money, and we
adopted an underprivileged child as far as furnishing
clothes and school supplies. We did that, and the Auxiliary
carried that off for several years that they -- now they

have so many other organizations doing that, (Uperation
Y

School Bell, and so forth. I don’'t believe we carry that on
now. Since they ' re tearing down the Courthouse again in El
Paso now. When they tore it down bsfore, all these walls
were Italian marble. So, they sold it to anybody that
Wanted it. So, I went down and wrote Schusssler on a great
big slab. And my fireplace is covered in the marble. The

bar tap in the playroom is the marble, and I had = piece cut
to make a coffee table. So we have the marble out of the
0ld courthouse which they had varnished, which I couldn’t
believe that anybody would varnish marble. We clezned it

off, and have it Just natural.

How did you put it onto your fireplace? Was the fireplace




with the original house?

Oh, ves. It was there, and it had tile on it. It must have
been brick. Somebody put tile over it. I couldn’'t believe
that. So, I had ~- the only cne I could get was the man

that used to have Memorial Art grave stone, and he was a
marble cutter. And he came, and cut it, and made it fit,
and did all the work and cut the marble for the playroom.

And then, later, I had Savagnac Company over in Juar=sz do

the cutting.

How did your get the marble here? That must have besen very

heavy to carry.

I borrowed a pickup. That’'s the only way you could do it,
was to get a pickup and quite a few helpers, because then I
took it down to the Valley, to the Memorial Art place, and
he cut it. He came and measured everything, and cut it all.
He brought it and put it in.

Now, 1s the brick still underneath there? Isgs the tile still
underneath there, or did he tear it up?

The tile is off, but the brick is still there. We were
rleased with that. It was a historical thing, vou see, the
legend of the house.

You must have written your name on a big slab of rock.

I sure did. I whole side wall to get all of that -- to get
that much marble. I have a few small pieces left. But
everybody was down there taking it, and writing it all the

way across how much they wanted, because slabs were about
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the end of things before the destruction.

And when did they tear the courthouse down?

That must have been about 13850.

Something along in there.

1857 or along in there.

Tell me something about the Burges Perrinot Home that the
Historical Society has just acguired.

Well, Jane Dunn was very active in the Historical Society,
and she had a fabulous book collection that she gave to the
California instead of El Paso. But she left her home to the
Historical Society. And if they do not keep it up and use
it, it goes back to her children. So, they're really
working to get it, you know, in good shape and have other
crganizations. It’'s guite an upkeep. 8o that makes it kind
of a hard project. But they’'ve been pretty good at
generating money to be able to afford it. But, if they
can’'t, why then they cannot sell it. So, we’'ll see if they
get to keep it.

And will the Historical Society take over the history
museum?

Well, they had the history museum -- you mean out on the
freeway?

Yes.

That is the historical. The Society runs it. It’'s the
Museum of History, now. They are having a -- oh, lots of

conversation about if the Museum of Art moves downtown, then

27




=

= D

the History Museum can move there.

It’s also talking about if the city does what it predicts
it’s going to do downtown, they might move it downtown.
They have about three areas that they're locking at.

So, you never know. There’s been all kinds of speculation.
I don’'t know what will come of it.

The Border Patrol Museunm.

It’s the only one in the state.

Oh, is it?

The National Museum.

Where you on the planning stage of it?

No. I was sort of on the planning stage of it. I helped
raise money to start it.

How did they decide to do it here? I mean, of coursse, the
border was here, but --

Well Yuma, Arizona, and several other places wanted it, but
since the headquarters are here, I guess they agreed to put
it here. They had a lady by the name of Sue Curney, who was
heiping with it, and she was very active. Her husband
retired from the Border Patrol, and she contacted sll of the
people that they were going to put on the museum. So, she
was powerful enocugh to get it here.

She was really a good starter. Got it for E1 Paso. And
it’s gquite an asset, of course. It's in the Cortez Hotel.

They 're going to have to move.

They have more than 18,000 of them. I don’'t know where they
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are going to put.

They’'d like to put it out on Montana, but it’'s so expensive
there. Nobody can afford to move there. That's a
speculation, also.

Yeah. They 're going to have to move it. The electric
company’'s going to sell it.

After they Jjust rebuilt it.

The rest of the incentives.

Well.

Well, they won’'t have to move real soon, will they?

I don’t think so.

They 're not going to close the building?

No. They ' re going to pay some rent. You can just cut that
off.

Okay. 1I°'11 just end this interview today. Thank you very

much.
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