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A D id  you  l i ve  was  t he  house  on  C ine inna t i  you r

g rand fa the r ' s  house  o r  you r  f an i l y  house  o r  wha t?

A  A t  one  po in t  i n  t i u re ,  w€  l i ved  a t  915  Lee  S t ree t .  I  l i ved

the re  f o r  abou t  t he  f i r s t ,  oh ,  I  t h i nk  f ou r  and  a  ha l f  o r  f i ve

yea rs  o f  my  l i f e ,  and  t hen  we  noved  f r om the re  t o  901  C inc inna t i

S t ree t  and  l i ved  t he re  f o r  t he  nex t  40  yea rs  o f  ny  l i f e ,  and  I

noved  ou t  o f  t ha t  house  i n  t he  ea r l y  1970s .  Hy  ch i l d ren  s t i l l

u se  t he  house  f  r om t ime  t o  t i r ne .  I t ' s  a  ve ry  wonde r fu l  o1d  home

and  so r t  o f  a  c l ass iea l  ho r re  w i t h  i t ' s  two -s to r y ,  and  i t ' s  6o t

f ou r  l a rge  two -s to r y  Co r i n th i an  wh i t e  p i l l a r s  i n  f r on t ,  and  i t ' s

so r t  o f  a  l andna rk  o f  Ke rn  P lace .

Do  you  kno r ^ r  who  bu i l t  i t  and  when  i t  was  bu i l t ?

A
iT I ' ve  been  t o l d  t ha t . I  t h i nk  t ha t  i t  was

had  sone th i ng  t o  do  w i t h  t he  l ega l  p ro fess ion ,

su re .  I  j u s t  can ' t  r emenbe r  who  t ha t  was .  I

f  i  l e s  ,  I  j  us t  can  '  t  r e roenbe r  exac t  1y  who  t ha t

i s  ex t rao rd ina r i l y  we l l - bu i l t ,  and  i t  has  been

we l l  ove r  t he  yea rs  and  was  bu i l t  i n  1911 .

i t ' s  been  he re  qu i t e  a  wh i l e  80  yea rs  now

A I t  nus t  have  been  one  o f  t he  f i r s t  ones

P I a c e

A I t  was  one  o f

an  i nd i v i dua l  who

bu t  f  ' n r  r ea l l y  no t

have  i t  i n  ay

was .  Bu t  t he  house

ma in ta i ned  f a i r l y

do  know  tha t .  So

tha t  wen t  i n t o  Ke rn

the  f i r s t  exac t l y .  I t  was  one  o f  f i r s t

Ke rn  P laee ,  i n  f ac t .  And  naybe ,  by  t he  end

I ' 11  remember  t he  name  o f  t he  i nd i v i dua l  who

ones  t ha t  wen t  i n t o

o f  t h i s  i n t e r v i ew ,

bu i l t  i t

A And whe re  d i d  you  go  t o  med i ca l  schoo l?  D id  you  go  t o  E I



Paso  H igh ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ?

A  Yeah .  I  wen t  t o  Dud ley  Schoo l .  I t ' s  t he  o l d  Dud ley  t ha t ' s

no  l onge r  ex i s t en t .  Tha t  was  a t  down  on  Rob inson  Bou leva rd

-  t he  co rne r  o f  Rob inson  and  Kansas .  Tha t  was  t o rn  down  beea .use

i t  was  unsa fe .  I  wen t  e i gh t  yea rs  t he re  - -  ac tua l l y  n i ne  yea rs

because  Lhey  had  a  k i nde rga r ten  and  e i gh t  yea rs  and  t hen  I

wen t  t o  E1  Paso  H igh  f  o r  f  ou r  yea rs .  G ra r l ua ted  i n  1948 .  Th i - s

was  a  coup le  o r  t h ree  yea rs  a f t e r  Wor l d  l l t l a r  I I  t h ree  yea rs

a f t e r  Wor l d  } { a r  I I  was  ove r .  And  t hen  I  go t  a  scho la r sh ip  t o

Vande rb i l t  Un i ve rs i t y  an  academic  scho la r sh ip .  I  wen t  t c

Vande rb i l t  i n  1948 ,  s t ayed  t he re  a  yea r ,  and  t hen  eane  back  t o

Texas  Co l l ege  o f  M ines  and  wen t  t o  schoo l . , and  t hen  i t  was

ehanged  i n  t he  nn idd le  o f  i t  t o  Texas  Wes te rn  Co l l ege .  I  wen t

on l - y  f o r  t h ree  yea rs  t o  eo l l ege ,  and  t hey  accep ted  me  i n to

med i ca l  sehoo l  - -  and  wen t  t o  Bay lo r  Un i ve rs i t y  Co l l ege  o f

Hed i c i ne  a t  t ha t  t i r ne .  Now i t ' s  ca1 led  Bay lo r  Co l l ege  o f

Med i c i ne ,  bu t  i t  was  Bay lo r  Un i ve rs i t y  Co l i - ege  o f  Med i c i ne  a t

t ha t  t ime .  And ,  o f  eou rse ,  wen t  f ou r  yea rs  t o  med i ca l  schoo l ,

and  d i d  an  i n te rnsh ip  i n  Hous ton  whe re  t he  ned i ca l  schoo l  was  a l

t he  Je f f e r son  Dav i s  Hosp i t a l .  Hous ton ,  t hen ,  was  t he  f oca l  po i i - : t

o f  seven  yea rs  o f  ny  l i f e .  A l l  o f  my  med i ca l  t r a i n i ng  was  t he re ,

and  I  ma r r i ed  i n  Hous ton ,  had  my  f i r s t  ch i l d  i n  Hous ton ,  and  wen t

i n to  t he  a rny  i n  1g5B  and  se rved  f o r  abou t  a  yea r  i n  Fo r t ,

Cha f f ee ,  A rkansas ,  and  wen t  f r on  Fo r t  Cha f f ee ,  A rkansas ,  he re  t o

E I  Paso  i n  1949  o r  1959 ,  r a the r  and  se rved  a t  W i l l i am

Beaunon t  un t i l  Augus t  o f  1960  was  d i scha rged  and  wen t  i n t o



p r i va te  p rac t i ce  i n  ped ia t r i c s

en j  oyed  eve ry  m inu te  o f  i t .

A  And  then  you  came Lo  the  C

he re?

A  I  - -  i n  1950 - -  I 'm  so r r y .

i n  t he  f i r s t  pa r t  o f  Janua ry  and

Hea l t h  D i rec to r  i n  Ma rch  o f  1983

A  You  we re  a l so  p res iden t  o f

we ren ' t  you?

in  E l  Paso  f o r  abou t 23  yea rs  and

i t y , /Coun ty  Hea l t h  D i ree to r  down

In  1983  I  r e t i r ed

took  t h i s  j ob  as

F r n m  h t s o ^ { -  i n o
Y r s v u r v e

Ci ty , /Coun ty

t , he  Coun ty  Hed iea l  Soc ie t y ,  t oo ,

I  was  p res iden t  o f  t he  Coun ty  Hed i ca l  Soc ie t y  i n  1981 .

was  p res iden t  o f  t he  Texas  Ped ia t r i c s  Soe ie t y  i n  1981 ,  a l so .

I ' ve  been  eha i rnan  o f  t he  Texas  Chap te r  o f  t he  Ane r i ean  Academy

o f  Ped ia t r i es  f o r  a  coup le  o f  yea rs  two  o r  t h ree  yea rs .  f  r { as

p res iden t  o f  D i s t r i c t  One  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y  o f  t he  Texas  Med i ca l -

Assoc ia t i on  on  two  o r  t h ree  sepa ra te  occas ions  and  d i d  a  l o t  o f

wo rk  w i t h  t ha t  o rgan i za t i on  ove r  nany ,  many  yea rs .  I ' ve  bee r :

ve ry  i nvo l ved  w i t h  t he  Texas  Med i ca l  Assoc ia t i on .  I ' n r  cu r ren t  l - y

p res iden t  o f  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes , /Mex i co  Bo rde r  Assoc ia t i on ,  wh i ch

invo l ves  f ou r  Ane r i ean  s ta tes  and  s i x  Mex i can  s ta tes  t ha t  have

jo i ned  U .S . /Mex i co  Bo rde r .  Tha t  keeps  me  ve ry  busy  t r ave l l i ng  t o

and  f r on  many  p l aees  a l l  ove r  t h i s  pa r t  o f  t he  coun t r y  and

no r the rn  pa r t  o f  Mex i co .  $ Ie  have  been  ve ry  i nvo l ved  w i t h  t he

Texas  Med i ca l  Assoc ia t i on  i n  nany  pa rame te rs .  Cu r ren t l y ,  have

been  cha i rnan  o f  t he  Counse l  on  Pub l i c  Hea l t h  f o r  t he  Texas

Hed i ca l  Assoc ia t i on  have  been  f o r  t he  l as t  t h ree  yea rs  o r  f ou r

yea rs  - -  and  am ve ry  i nvo l ved  w i t h  t ha t  a t  nany  d i f f e ren t  ] eve l s .



A lso  was  a  menbe r  o f  t he  Texas  Boa rd  o f  Hea l t h  f o r  s i x  yea rs  and

was  v i ce -cha i rman  o f  t he  Texas  Boa rd  o f  Hea l t h  f o r  f i ve  yea rs ,

and  ve ry  ac t i ve l y  i nvo l ved  i n  t ha t  o rE ian i za t i on ,  t oo .

A Can you  te l l  ne  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  g row ing  up  in  E I  Paso?

Grow ing  up  i n  E l  Paso .  I t  was  a  na rve lous  expe r i ence .

neve r ,  neve r ,  neve r  r eg re t  hav ing  g rown  up  i n  E l  Paso .  I t  was

te r r i f i c  expe r i ence .  I  had  f r i ends .  ! r } e  t he  cu l t u re  c f  E l -

Paso  was  a  wonde r fu l  t h i ng .  My  ch i l d ren  have  g rown  up  i n  i t ,  and

I  am ve ry  g ra te fu l  f o r  t he  oppo r tun i t y ,  t oo ,  t o  do  so .  An  aw fu l

l o t  o f  good  pecp le  an  aw fu l  l o t  o f  i n t e res t i ng  t h i ngs  have

happened  t o  ne  i n  my  l i f e  i n  E I  Paso .  I ' r ' e  nanaged  t o  r a i se  f ou r

ch i l d ren  and  t h ree  s tepch i l d ren ,  a l l  o f  whom have  E rown  up  anc i

E l cne  on  t o  co l l ege  and  g radua ted ,  and  I  na r r i ed  a  second  t ime  i n

Lg77  t o  a  wonde r fu l  l ady  and  we ' ve  had  I  have  had  f ou r  na tu ra l

ch i l d ren  and  t h ree  s tepch i l d ren ,  a I l  o f  whon  have  been  ve ry

d i f f e ren t  and  ve ry  wonde r fu l .  And  I  have  f ou r  l e t ' s  see ,  f ou r

s tepch i l d : : en ,  a l l  boys  and  g ra .ndch i i d ren ,  t ha t  i s  f  ou r

l lI '

E l r andch i l d ren ,  a I l  boys  and  two  g randch i l d ren  on  t he  way

tha t  ' s  l o t s  o f  f o  l k s  .

C a r n i v a l ,  a n d  I  w a s  t h e  r i n g  b e a r e r

n a m e  w a s  S t a t o n ,  a n d  w e  h a d  a  t h e

So

A When  you  we re  l i t t l e ,  you  we re  a  page  i n  t he  Sun  Ca rn i va l

Can  you  t e l l  ne  sone th i ng  abou t  t ha t?

l t l e 1 1 ,  t h a t  r ^ r a s  a  l o n g  t i n n e  a g o T h a t  w a s  i n  w h a t  T ^ I a s  i t

1935 ,  o r  1936?  I  can ' t  r emember I t  was  t he  ve ry  f i r s t  Sun

fo r  t he  p r i ncess  whose  l asL

Gove rno r  o f  Texas  was  he re

H is  r r ane  was  A ld r i dge  A l red ,  r a the r  - -  a t  t , he  t i r ne ,  and  I



n
Et

!)a

t , h i nk  Ann  Schwar t z  and  Pak i t a  Zo rk ,  i f  I  r eca I l  co r rec t l y ,  we re

t ,wo  t r a i n  bea re rs ,  and  I  was  t he  r i ng  bea re r .  He  we re  a l l

d ressed  up  i n  a  l i t t l e  page  boy ' s  un i f o rm ,  and  t h i s  was  a t  t he

o1d  L ibe r t y  Ha l l  i n  t he  Coun ty  Cou r thouse .  And  i t  was  qu i t e  an

even t l  0 f  cou rse ,  t he  Sun  Bow l  g rew  and  g re l r  and  g rew  and ,

f i na l l y ,  economics  p l ayed  a  l a rge  pa r t  i n  t hey  changed  t ha t

no r ^ r  t o  t he  John  Hancoc l *  Bow l ,  wh i ch  i s  un f  o r t una te .

Y o <  i i -  i q
l v g ,

I t  r ea l l y  i s .  I t ' s  t oo  bad .

Now,  you r  cos tume  i s  on  d i sp lay  a t  t he  H i s to r y  Museum,  i sn ' t

i r?

A I  don ' t  hnow  whe re  t ha t  cos tume  i s  now .  I  gave  i t  t o  t he

Sun  Bow l  Assoe ia t i on ,  and  t hey  had  i t  on  d i sp lay  a t  U .T .E .P .  f o r

a  wh i l e ,  and  i t  n ray  be  down  a t  t he  H i s to r y  Museum.  I ' n r  no t  qu i t e

su re .  Bu t  we  had  i t  i n t ac t ,  and  we  t houg ih t  t ha t  was  so r t  o f  a

spec ia l  t h i ng .  We  s t i l l  have  a  pho tog raph  o f  ne  and  two

t rumpe te rs ,  Ba r r y  Edwards  and  B i l l  Dea l .  Tu rn  t ha t  o f f  and  I ' 11

show  i t  t o  you .  Le t  me  t a l k  j us l  a  r nomen t  abou t  r ny  g rand f  a the r .

He  cane  ou t  i n  1881  w i t h  t he  ra i l r oad ,  and  wen t  down  Pa r ra l ,

Ch ihuahua ,  t o  wo rk  i n  t he  n i nes  w i t h  t he  Conpan ia  de  F resno ,  and

a l so  a  company  wh i ch  was  one  o f  t he  cong lomera tes  one  o f  t he

compan ies  t ha t  was  pu t  t oge the r  t o  f o rm  ASARCO.  And  t hen ,  i n

1911 ,  he  cane  back  up  t o  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes  du r i ng  t he  Mex i can

Revo lu t , i on  t o  wo rk  w i t h  a t  t he  sme l t e r  he re  i n  E l  Paso .  And

wor l<ed  f o r  seve ra l  yea rs  and  t hen  re t i r ed .  He  d i ed  when  he  was

63  yea rs  o l d  back ,  I  t h i nk ,  i n  1935  o r  so  1933 ,  1935  1935 .



My mo the r  cane  ou t  f r on  A rkansas ,  ac tua l I y ,  and  f r om San  An ton io

i n  1911  because  n r y  f  a t he r  ny  g rand f  a the r  had  t r ave l l ed  bac i t

and  f c r t h  be tween  Hex ieo  and  Pa r ra l  - -  i n  Pa r ra l  t o  A r i t ansas ,

and  my  n ro t , he r  and  he r  s i s t e r ,  f i y  aun t ,  came  ou t  he re  i n  t he  ea r l y

t eens  c f  t he  cen tu r y ,  and  she  t augh t  sehoo l .  S ta r t ed  ou t  a t  t he

o ld  Lan :a r  Schoo l ,  wh i ch  was  Mon tana  I  t h i n l t  t he  eo rne r  o f

l { on tana  and  Lee  and  a l so  a t  t he  o l d  F ran l i l i n  Schco l .  She

taugh+ -  u l t i u ra te l y  f o r  43  yea rs  i n  t h i s  eonmun iLy .  She  was

p res iden t  o f  t he  E1  Paso  Wonen ' s  C lub ,  I  t h i nk ,  i n  1936 ,  was  ve ry

ac t  i ve  i n  t he  Cha rnbe r  o f  Comnae rce  and ,  o f  cou rse ,  he r  husband ,  Ry

fa the r ,  had  passed  away  two  u r cn ths  be fo re  I  was  bo rn .  Tha t  was

in  1931 ,  wh i l e  i n  Fo r t  Wor th ,  and  she  neve r  r ena r r i ed .  And  rny

aun t  and  no the r  d i d  na r r y .  I n  1g2g  t hey  had  a  i t  was  a  Cua l

wedd  i ne  .

n h  r o q ' l  l . ' ?
v r . ,  r v s - f  J .

Yeah .

I n  Fo r t  Wor th?

Nc .  He re  i r r  E I  Paso Here  i n  E l  Paso  i n  r ^ rha t  i s  no r . r  t he

I  s t i 11  have  l o t s  o f  p i c t u res  o f  t ha t .F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Chu rch ,  and

And  we  had  a  g row ing  up  was  so r t  o f  a  spee ia l  even t  because  I

g rew  up  w i t h  r eha t  anoun ted

my  no the r .  And  t hen  I  a l so

to ,  r ea l I y ,  t r ^ ro  no the rs  ny  aun t  anC

had  so r t  o f  a  nanny  who  worked  r ^ r i t h

and ,  r ea l l y ,  no re  a  pa r t  o f  ou r

Hy  mo the r  d i ed  when  she  was  63  yea rs

o ld ,  i n  1961 ,  and  my  aun t  ny  mo the r ' s  nane  was  Jenny  May

€t

A

bl

my no the r  f o r  abou t  35  yea rs

f  am i l - y  i han  any th i ng  e I se .

L a n g s + r o n  N  i c l l e y  .  A n d  n y  a u n t  d  i e d  h e r  n a m e  w a s  F r a n c  i s  l t l  i  I m a



Langs ton  Mer r i I l

o f  95  yea rs .

A  She  l i ved  a

A  She  l i ved  a

63 ,  bu t  ny  aun r

and  she  d i ed  i n  Feb rua ry  o f  1989  a t  t he  age

l  ong t  i rne .

IonE i  t i rne .  She  sure ly  d id .  My  mother  was  o r : l y

her  s  i s te r  l ras  95  .  I  was  an  on  Iy  ch i  Id  .  I

go t  panpe red ,  bu t  I  don ' t  t h i nh  i t  d i d  t oo  mueh  t o  me  t ha t  was

bad .  I  en joved  be ing  panpe red ,  bu t  I  wo rked .  I  t h i nk  I  wo rkeC

eve ry  yea r  o f  my  l i f e  s i nce  f  was  abou t  e i gh t  yea rs  oLd .  I

de l i ve red  newspape rs  f o r  two  o r  t h ree  yea rs ,  and  I  wo rked  i n  a

bow l i nE l  a l l y ,  se t t i ng  up  p i ns  i n  bow l i ng  a l l i _es ,  and  f  wo rked  ay

worked  du r i ng  h i gh  sehoo t  - -  d i d  a l l  k i nds  o f  odd  j obs  and

worked  a l  0 r i e  Pe rne l l ' s  S tanda rd  S ta t i on  down  a t  t he  co rne r  o f

C i -nc i nna t i  and  Mesa .  Du r i nE i  t he  sunmers  I  wen t  t o  sunne r  schoo l

i n  h i gh  schoo l  - -  go t  ou t  o f  h i gh  sehoo l  i n  abou t  t h ree  o r  t h ree

and  a  ha l f  yea rs  t h ree  and  a  ha l f  yea rs ,  I  guess .  Then ,  c f

cou rse ,  l i ke  I  had  nen t i oned  p rev ious l y ,  I  had  wen t  t o  Vande rb i l t

i n  Nashv i l l e ,  Tennessee ,  f o r  a  yea r .  I  t h i nk  t he  reason  I  go t

back  t o  E l  Paso  I  t h i nk  I  go t  hones i ch ,  and  I  was  ve ry  young .

I  was  on1y  16  when  I  wen t  t o  co l } ege ,  and  I  t u rned  17  ve ry

qu i ck l y ,  bu t  I  s t i 1 l  was  ve ry  young  compared  t o  t he  peop le  t ha t

t { e re  t he re  because  nany ,  nany ,  nany  o f  t hem were  ve te rans ,  and

were  con ing  baek  f r om Wor l d  War  I I ,  and  t h i s  was  i n  1948 .  And  I

t h i nk  I  go t  l one l y  f o r  E I  Paso  and  ny  f r i ends .  I  had  l o t s  o f

f r i ends  g roT^ t i ng  up  he re  and  s t i 11  ma in ta i n  t hose  f r i endsh ips  t o

t h i q  d q r rs u J '

A Wha t  r . zas  the  r ^ ra r  l i he  i n  E l  Paso?



nrlt

W h a t  w a s  t h e  w a r  l i k e ?

D o  y o u  r e m e u r b e r  m u e h  a b o u t  i t ?

A Yes .  I  do  renenbe r  a  l o t  abou t  i t .  Wor l d  I l t r a r  I I  i s  a  ve ry

v i v i d  even t  i n  ny  m ind  and  i s  bu rned  i n  my  n r i nd  and  ny  neno ry .

Fo r t  B1 i ss  was  a  huge  m i l i t a r y  r ese rva t i on  a t  t ha t  t i ne ,  t r a i n i nE i

so ld i e r s ,  and  t he re  was  a  l a rge  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  l { a r  t he re

was  a  l a rge  Ge rman  con t i ngency  he re  t ha t  was  p r i sone rs  o f  wa r .

A  Where  was  t he  p r i sone r -o f -wa r  camp?

A  The  p r i sone r -o f  -wa r  camp  was  ou t  on  Dye r  r . t ay  ou t  on  t he

end  o f  Dye r  S t ree t  and ,  I  guess  wha t  i s  t he  a rea  c f ,  now

oh ,  pe rhaps  No r thga te  a rea  and  i t  was  a  huge ,  huge  ope ra t i on ,  and

many  o f  t he  Ge rman  sc i en t i s t s  t ha t  we re  rocke t  sc i en t , i s t s  r ^ re re

i n te rned  as  POWs he re  i r r  E l  Paso .  Fo r  exanp le ,  Ve rne r  Von  B raun ,

who  t he  f  a the r  o f  r ocke t r y  as  f  a r  as  n i l i La r y  use  r ^ ras  conce rned ,

I  guess ,  $ ras  housed  t he re  and  he lped  s ta r t  Wh i t e  Sands  and  a1 i  o f

i t s  r ocke t  r esea rch  and  I a te r  wen t  on  t o  be  t he  ad rn i . n i s t r a to r  f o r

NASA.

A  They  t ook  h im  f r om the  PO l r I  eanp  and  sen t  h i n r  up  t o  Las

A l -anos?

A  Sen t  h im  up  t o  Wh i t e  Sands ,  and  t ha t  was  f o r  r cche t  r esea rc f i

w a s  b e i n g  i n i t i a t e d .  I  c a n ' t  r e c a I I  e x a e t l y ,  b u t  I  k n o w  a  l c t

o f  w o r k  w a s  d o n e  w i t h  t , h e  o l d  G e r m a n  V - Z  r c c k e t , s .  f n  f a c t ,  o n e

o f  t h e  r o c k e t s  t h a t  w a s  f i r e d  f r o n r  W h i t e  S a n d s  I  c a n  r e m e n b e r

v e r y  v i v i d l y  I a n d e d ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  i n  J u a r e z ,  a n d  t h a t  c a u s e d

qu i . t e  a  s t i r .  I  ean  renember  com ing  hone .  I  was  com ing  hone .

was  d r i v i ng  home ,  and  you  cou ld  f ee l  t he  g r cund  shake  unde r  you



as  t he  roeke t  impac ted  nea r  a  cene te r y  i n  Jua rez .  Tha t  caused

l i t t 1e  b i t  o f  a  f l ap ,  bu t  I  t , h i nk  i t  a l l  go t  so l ved ,  d l 1  r i gh t .

Bu t  t ha t  was  a f t e r  t he  wa r ,  o f  cou rse .

A Now,  Lar ry ,  you  were  onLy  11  years  o ld  when  the  war  b ro ]<e

ou t .  D id  you-a l1  co l lee t  was te  fa ts  and  newspapers  and  sc rap

meta ls  and  th ings  l i ke  tha t?

A We d id  co l l ec t  was te  f a t s .  I n  f ac t ,  I  have  a  pos te r  t ha t  i s

i n  my  room tha t  I  use  as  an  o f f i ce  a t  hone  t ha t  i s  i n  r r i n t

cond i t i on ,  a l nos t ,  and  i t  says ,  "Co1 lec t  was te  f a t s  f o r

exp los i ves , "  and  we  d id .  l { e  co l l ec ted  t i r es ,  and  we  co l l ec ted

a l l  t ypes  o f  ne ta l s ,  and  we  co l l ec ted  a l l  nanne r  o f  t h i ngs  f o r

t he  wa r  e f f o r t .  And  t ha t  was  a  b i g  i s sue  i n  E l  Paso .  And  we  had

d r i ves  t he  schoo i  - -  Dud ley  Schoo l ,  whe re  I  wen t  t o  schoo l ,

was  ve ry  i nvo l ved  i n  t ha t .  And ,  Dy  gosh ,  t he re ' d  be  noun ta i ns  o f

o l d  t i r es  t he re  t ha t  t hey  ca r t ed  away  t , o  I  guess ,  t o  r ecyc le ,

i f  you  w i l l ,  &s  t he  t e rn  i s  now  used .  So  t ha t  was  a lways  a  b i g

even t .  Lo t s  o f  r n i l i t a r y  t h i ngs  go ing  on  B iggs  A i r  Fo rce  Base

was  a  b i g  a i r  f o r ce  base  a  l a rge  a i r  f o ree  base  a t  t he  t ime ,

and  I  can  renember  s i t t i ng  on  ny  f r on t  po reh  on  C ine inna t i  S t ree t

one  even ing .  The re  we re  t h ree  so ld i e r s  who  l i ved  nex t  doo r  t o

me .  They  had  ren ted  a  hone  r i gh t  immed ia te l y  nex t  doo r  t o  me

ae ross  t he  s t r ee t  ae ross  a  I i - t t l e  s t r ee t  ca I l ed  Nye  [ { ay

r i gh t  im rned ia te l y  ac ross  t he  s t r ee t .  Th ree  so ld i e r s  and  t he i r

w i ves  l i ved  ove r  l he re .  And  t hey  we re  s i t t i ng  on  ny  mo the r ' s

f r on t  po rch ,  and  we  we re  t a l k i ng ,  and  t h i s  was  i n  t he  even ing ,

and  t he  sun  had  gone  down .  I t  was  abou t  g :00  B :00  o r  g :00  a t .



n igh t .  I  ean ' t  r emenbe r  exac t l y  wha t .  And  a l L  o f  a  sudden  we

l o o k e d  o v e r  a t  H o u n t  F r a n k l i n ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  h u g e  f i r e b a l l  t h a t

w e n t  u p  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  H o u n t  F r a n k l i n .  A n d  w e  c a n e  t o  f i n d

o u t  t h a t  w a s  a  B - 2 4  L i b e r a t o r  B o n b e r  t i r a t  h a d  h i t  t h e  n o u n t a i n .

a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  e v e r y b o d y  d i e d  i n s t a n t l y ,  I ' n  s u r e .  A n d  t h a t  ? I a s

v e r y  v i v i d  i n  m y  n e m o r y ,  a n d  t h e  w h o L e  w a r  w a s  v e r y  v i v i d ,  s t i L l .

T h a t ' s  s t i - 1 1  - -  o n e  o f  n y  h o b b i e s  i s  l t r o r L , l  l u l a r  I I ,  a n d  a l l  c f  i t s

many ,  nany  nomen ts ,  and  we  j us t  I  guess  ch i l - d ren  6 f  r n \ r  n rF

o r  young  peop le  o f  ny  age  l i ved  and  b rea thed  Wor l d  l . I a r  I L

A  Yes  .  I n  New 0 r  l eans  ,  whe re  we  had  a  number  o f  p r  i sone rs

wo r l< i ng  a t  a  nunbe r  o f  t he  bases  I  guess  I  was  t he  same  BEe ,

j us t  abou t  we  used  t o  p l ay  a  game

0h ,  su re .

we  ca l l ed  He rman  t he  Ge rman .

A  H e r m a n  t h e  G e r n a n  .  T h a t  
' s  

r  i g h t  .  0 h ,  y e a h .  A n d  r - h i s  r { a =  a

v e r y  v i v i d ,  v e r y  a c t i v e  p a r t  o f ,  I  t h i n k ,  a 1 l  p e o p l e ' s  m e m o r y .

Y o u  c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  b u t  h a v e  i t  b u r n e d  i n t o  y o u r  n e n c r y  w i t h  a i l -  o f

tl

q

t h e  I  c a n  r e m e m b e r  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  o n  D e e e m b e r  7 t h

h a d  a  v a c a n t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  h o u s e  t o  u s  a t  t h a t  t i . m e

I Y + 1 ,  W €

T +
a  L  w ' a l  d

vacan t  l o t  and  now ,  o f  cou rseJ  i t  has  a  home  on  i t .  Bu t  f  can

renember  i n  t he  vacan t  I o t  I  was  ou t s  i de  p  l ay i ng  w i t h  one  o f  ny

f r i ends  and  p l ay i ng  so ld i e r  w i t h  l i t t l e  t oy  so ld i e r s ,  and  ny

mo the r  eame  to  me  and  my  aun t  and  sa id  t ha t  wa r  had  s ta r t ed .

Tha t  was  on  a  Sunday ,  and  i t  was  I  t h i nk  i t  was  nea r  B :00  i n

Hawa i i .  bu t ,  i t  was  seve ra l  hou rs  l a t e r  he re  i n  E l  Paso ,  and  I

can  renember  t ha t  ve ry  v i v i d l y .  I n  f ac t ,  I  can  j us t  r emenbe r  ny

11



no the r  con ing  ou t  t o  t e l l  ne  t ha t  wa r  had  been  s ta r t ed  by  t he

Japanese  bo rnb ing  Pea r l  Ha rbo r .  As  a  na t t e r  o f  f ac t ,  I  had  t he

oppo r tun i t y  t h i s  pas t  yea r  t h i s  pas t  December  7 th  t o  be  a t

Pea r l  Ha rbo r  ce leb ra t i ng  t he  4g th  b i r t hday  o f  t ha t  t r ag ie  even t .

Tha t  was  a  ve ry  eno t i ona l  t r i p .

A  Yeah .  I  be t  so .  I n  you r  house  on  C inc inna t i ,  you  had

u rnb re l l a  s t and  a  n i r r o r  s t and  t ha t  you  have  so  k i nd l y

dona ted  t o  t he  Tu rne r  Home .  Can  you  t e l 1  ne  so rne th i ng  abou t  i t ?

A  We  11  ,  t ha t  ' s  been  i n  ou r  f  a rn i  l y  f  o r  nany  gene ra t  i ons

p rev ious  t o  my  b i r t h  and  seve ra l  I  t h i . nk ,  t h ree  o r  f ou r

gene ra t i ons  p r i o r  t o  ny  b i r t h ,  and  i t  came  f r on  EngLand .  I t  had

been  res i l ve red  wh i l e  ny  no the r  was  i n  possess ion  o f  i t ,  and  i t

I { as  he r  r e l a t i ves  t ha t  owned  i t .  I t  cane  t h rough  A rkansas ,  t hen

San  An ton io ,  t hen  i n  E I  Paso .  I  t h i nk  I ' n  no t  su re  i f  i t  was

my  g rand fa the r ' s  s i de  wh i ch  i s  t he  Langs ton  s i de  o r  i f  i t

I ^ r as  f r on  ny  mo the r ' s  no the r ,  who  was  he r  nane  l ^ ras

Lucy  Maud  S te r re t t ,  and  I ' n  no t  su re  who  t ha t  was .  f ' n  no t  su re

wh i ch  t ha t  was .  Bu t  ny  no the r  and  aun t  had  t o l d  ne  nany ,  many

t rme  tha t  had  been  i n  t he  f a rn i l y  f o r  gene ra t i ons ,  and  i t  had  cone

ove r  f  r om Eng land .  I t  was  a  ve ry  s i r np le  bu t  e l egan t  p i ece  o f

f u rn i t u re ,  and  we  we re  p l eased  t o  dona te  i t  t o  t he  E1  Paso  Coun ty

Med i ca l  Soc ie t y ' s  Tu rne r  Hone .

A  Thank  you .  Te l l  ne  abou t  we l1 ,  a f t e r  t he  r { a r ,  we re  you

invo l ved  as  a  t eenage r  o r  as  a  younE i  man  w i t h  t he  ned i ca l

commun i t y  he re  be fo re  you  wen t  t o  r ned i ca l  schoo l?

0h ,  yeah .  Bu t  no re  impo r tan t l y  t han  t ha t ,  eve rybody  t ha t



EI
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T^ ren t  t o  h i gh  sehoo t  - -  and  I  d i d  go  t o  E l  Paso  H : -gh  Sehoo l  - -  was

in  t he  ROTC.  I  mean ,  t ha t  r ^ ras  j us t  pa r t  o f  i t .  I t  was  a  ve ry

Ia rge  pa r t  o f  g roT^ r ing  up  a t  t ha t  t  i ne  .  And  I  can  renenber  go  i ng

on  naneuve rs ,  i f  you  w i l 1 ,  whe re  t he  E1  Paso  Rehab i l i t a t i on

Cen te r  i s  now ,  and  shoo t i ng  b l ank  ca r t ages ,  us i nE t  an  o l d  l { I -

Ga rand  30  ca l i be r  R i va l  t o  do  t ha t .  l . I e  had  qu i - t e  a  t i r ne .  I r t r ha t ,

was  t - he  ques t  i on ,  Ba rba ra?

Abou t  you r  connec t i on  w i t h  t he  med i ca l  ccmmun i t y  g row inE l  r l p

l { e  wo rked  a t  I  knew  l o t s  o f  doc to r s ,  o f  cou rse ,  anC  we

wor l t ed  a t  Thonpson  Hosp i t a l  s t a r t i ng  when  I  was  age  oh ,  16  c r

t 7  yea rs  o f  age  and  wo rked  as  an  o rde r l y  anC  wc r l ced  i n  t he

emerE iency  roon  t he re .  And  f  r enember  wo rk i ng  t n  t he  emergency

room a l - I  n i gh t  l ong  f r om 11 :00  a t  n i gh t  t o  7 :00  i n  t he  morn ing

and  t hen  go ing  t o  sumner  schoo l  - -  and  t ook  a  phys i cs  cou rse .

The  gen t l enan ' s  nane  t ha t  t augh t  i t  was  h i s  l as t  nane  was

Ba l l a rd ,  and  I ' 11  neve r  f o rge t  h i n  because  he  was  a  ve ry

wonde r fuL  gen t l eman  because  I  wou ld  f a l l  as l eep  scme t i r nes  i n

c  l ass  ,  hav ing  wo rhed  a l  l  n  i gh t  ,  and  he  wan ted  l o  hnow  why  I  was

fa l l i ng  as l eep  i n  h i s  phys i cs  cou rse .  And  when  I  exp la i ned  t o

h in  t ha t  I ' d  wo rked  a l l -  t he  p rev ious  n i gh t ,  he ,  f  guess ,  sc r t  c f

made  a  spec ia l  case  ou t  o f  i t .  And  he  wou ld  he lp  me  ou t  a f t e r

c l ass  t o  unde rs tand  phys i cs ,  wh ieh  I  r ea l1y  d : - dn ' t  unde rs tanC .

Eve rybody  hnew  how  to  use  a  s l i de  ru l e  j us t  l i he  i t ,  was  pa r t  o f

an  ex tens ion  o f  t he i r  a rm .  I  d i dn ' t  have  t ha t  l uxu ry ,  and  I

t r i ed  t o  do  i t  a l l  i n  my  head ,  wh i ch  was  a  bad  n i s t ake .  Bu t ,

anyway ,  w€  cane  ou t  o f  t ha t  cou rse  w i t h  an  "A " ,  t hanks  t o  h i r n



and  I ' 1 I  neve r  f o rge t  h im  fo r  h i s  k i ndness .

A  l l l ho  we re  sone  o f  t he  doc to r s  ove r  a t  C i t y r /Coun ty  Hosp i t aL

tha t  t i ne?

A 0h ,  gosh ,  the re  were  so  many  doe to rs  tha t  dona ted  so  many

hund reds  o f  hou rs  o f  t ime .  One  o f  t he  ones  t ha t  s t ands  ou t  i s

D r .  Manny  Cowen ,  who  d id  a  l o t  o f  ches t  su rge ry  ou t  t he re  t ha t  we

he lpeC  w i t h .  I n t e res t i ng l y  enough ,  when  I  was  i n  ned iea l  schoc l

as  a  t h rough  my  sophono re  and  j un io r  yea r  and  be tween  ny

f reshnan  and  sophono re  yea r ,  we  used  t o  wo rk  ou t  o f  Thonason  o r ,

as  i t  was  ea ] l ed  t hen  ,  C tLy /Coun ty  Hosp i t a l .  And  D r .  Ce l - so  S tapp

(bo rn  i . n  B raz i l ,  pa ren t s  we re  m iss i ona r i es )  dona ted  - -  good  Lo rd

hund reds  and  hund reds  o f  hou rs  ou t  t he re  de l i ve r  bab ies

tha t  we re  ha rd  t ha t  had  p rob lems  sone  o the rs  had  p rob lens

-  do  Cesa rean  see t i ons  and  gyneeo log i ca l  su rge ry  o f  a l l  t ypes .

And  aany  o the r  doc to r s  D r .  D ie te r ,  D r .  l l i l cox  oh ,  my  sc

nany ,  nany  o f  t he  o l d  doc to r s  t ha t  we re  he re  dona ted  so  many

hou rs  o f  t ime .  D r .  So renson  was  one  o f  t he  doe to r s .  D r .

Ba r re t t ,  I  guess ,  was  one  o f  t he  f i r s t  anes thes io l og i s t s  he re

o r ,  i f  no t  t he  f i r s t  one ,  dona ted  t ime .  I  r ene r rbe r  v i v i d l y  h im

do ing  anes thes ia - -  bo th  o f  t hose  gen t l emen  do in$  anes thes ia ,

t he re .  And  some  o f  t he  neu rosu rgeons  dona ted  t i ne .

D r .  A1  Luc l<e t t  dona ted  a  l o t  o f  t i r ne  ou t  t he re ,  I  r enenbe r and

many  o f  t he  o l de r  o r t hoped ie  su rE leons ,  t he  i n te rn i s t s ,

D r .  Cha r l es  Langs ton (P i chwh i ch ,  Texas ) .  Hany  o f  t hese  peop le  a re

dead  now ,  and  D r .  Langs ton ,  who  was  a  ca rd io l og i s t ,  dona ted

hund reds  and  hund reds  and  hund reds  o f  hou rs  ou t  t he re .  And  I

d L



don ' t  know  i f  t hey  eve r  go t  c red i t  f  o r  i t ,  bu t  I  don ' f  kncw  t , ha t

t hey  eve r  wan ted  c red i t  f o r  i L .  Wha t  t hey  wan ted  t o  do  was  t o

p rov ide  a  se rv i ce  f o r  un fo r t una te  i nd i v i dua l s ,  and  d i d  so ,  and

d id  t ha t  w i t h  a  sn i l e .  I t  r ^ ras  a  r . r onde r f  u l  t h i ng .  D r .  Pa la f  ox

was  t he re ;  D r .  Ca r l os  Fe rnandez  was  t he re .  T l : ey  we re  t he re  as

in te rns  and ,  gosh ,  j us t  a  who le  hos t  o f  f o l l <s .  Hy  E ioodness ,  so

nany  peopLe .

A  Now,  a f t e r  you  cane

A  Dr  .  Budw ig  I  m igh t  add  D r  .  Budw ig ' s  nane  .  F Ie  when  I

was  be tween  my  sophono re  and  j un io r  yea r  i n  ned i caL  schoo i ,  I

a lmos t  had  cha rge  o f  t he  ped ia t r i c  boa rd .  And  I  can  renember

Dr . I r a  Budw ig  eom ing  ou t  and  ma l t i ng  rounds  and  D r .  Renn i c l r

and  a  f  ew  o the rs  com ing  ou t  and  i nah i r r g  r ounds  t o  he lp  ouL .  AnC

i t  was  ve ry  much  app rec ia ted .

And  t hen  when  you  re tu rned  as  a  ped ia t r i c i an

Uh-huh .

t hen  t hey  bu i l t  t he  new  Thcmason  Hosp i t a l .  Can  you  t e l l "

ns  some th inE  abou t  t ha t?

A  They  bu i l t  t ha t  new  Thomason  Hosp i t a l .  I ' 11  t e l 1  you  w l ' l o

had  a  l o t  t o  do  w i t h  t ha t .  Tha t  was  D r .  Russe l l  D ie te r  ( bo rn  i n

B ra . z i l  ,  pa ren t s  r { e re  a l so  m iss  i ona r  i es  )  had  a  aw f  u  I  l o t  t o  Co

w i t h  t ha t  i n  b r i ng ing  t ha t  t o  f  r u i t i on .  He  and  Judge  Bean  rea l - l - y

eng inee red  t ha t  new  hosp i t a l ,  r ^ rh i eh  was  comp le ted  wha t  r , r as

tha t  i n  1963  I  can ' t  r emenbe r  t he  da te ,  bu t  i t  was  p re t t , y

c l ose  t o  t ha t .  And  we  spen t  many ,  many ,  many  hcu rs  w i l h  t he

in te rns  anC  res iden t s  w i . t h  ped ia t r i c s  p rob lems  ou t  t he re  cve r  a

?1
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cou rse  o f  nany  yea rs  be fo re  Texas  Tech  go t  he re ,  t r y i ng  t o  he lp

ou t  w i t h  t he  ea re  o f  i nd igen t  ch i l d ren  t ha t  needed  i t  bab ies

o f  eou rse )  and  no the rs .  D id  l o t s  o f  t h i ngs  a t  a l l  h r : u r s  o f  t he

day  and  n i gh t  f o r  an  aw fu l  l onE l  t ime .

Te11  rne  abou t  t he  po l i o  vacc ina t i on  e i t y  w ide .

Yeah .  Tha t  was  a  b i g  e f f o r t  r ^ re

Now,  was  t h i s  t he  f i r s t  i n j ec t i on ,  o r  was  l h i s  w i t h  t he

suE ia r  cube?

trl

A

A

n r r  f
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II

Th i s  r { as  a  suga r  cube .

o ' l  o a  i  -  1 O P ? ,  a n d,  I l l  ! v u v

1983?

Th i s  was  Sab in  vaec ine .  and  i t  eane

I 'm  so r r y ,  1963 .  Excuse  ne ,  1963 .  And  we  had  t o  E i ve  i t  i n

t h ree  s i t t i ngs .  And  we  Eo t  peop le  f r ou r  t he  Hed i ca l  Soc ie t y  t c

dona te  t ime  and  f r om the  Pha rnnaeeu t i ca l  Assoc ia t i on ,  f r on  t he

nany  d i f f e ren t  se rv i ce  c l ubs  and  we  gave  t h i s  i n  schoo l - s .  And

we  l i ned  up  a l l -  ove r  eve rywhe re  and  gave  i t  i n  t he  chu rches  and

gave  i t  ou t  a t  t he  E I  Paso  She r i f f ' s  Posse  and  gave  i t  down town

a t  t he  San  Jac in to  P laza  and  gave  i t  a l l  ove r  wes t  Texas  and

sou the rn  New Mex ieo ,  a l so .  And  I  was  gene ra l  cha i rman  o f  t ha t .

I  was  s t i l l  qu i t e  young .  I  t h i nk  f  was  wha t  wcu ld  f  be  3?

o r  some th ing  l i i r e  t ha t  and  eage r  and  f u l L  o f  v im  and  v i go r  and

saw  the  rea l  cha l l enge  ahead  o f  g i v i ng  t he  po l i o  vacc ine .  And  we

d id ,  t o  v i r t ua l l y  a l l  t he  popu la t i on  o f  E l  Paso  peop le  i n

nu rs i ng  hones  and  eve rywhe re .  And  t he  i n te res t i ng  t h i ng  was  l ha t

we  had  a  popu la t i on  base  t ha t  was  no t  t ha t  La rge ,  bu t  r ^ re  ended

up  because  we  gave  t ype  i t  was  i n te res t i ng  we  gave  t ype



one  po1 io ,  and  t hen  we  gave  t ype  t h ree  po l i . o ,  and  t hen  we  gave

t ype  two  po I i o ,  w i t h  abou t  a  s i x -weeh  i n te r va l  be tween  each  c f

t hose .  And  t he  E l  Paso  Na tu ra l  Gas  Co rnpany  dona ted  hund reds  o f

t housands  o f  L i t t l e  cups ,  and  Fu r r s  Supe rna rke t s  dona ted  a l L  t he

suga r  cubes .

(  enc i  o f  s  i de  one  )

And  we  eou ld  imp regna te  t he rn .  And  we 'C  have  pecp l -e  go  t h r ' ough

the  l i nes  and  t a l<e  t hese  suga r  cubes ,  and  t he  ones  t ha t  r . 7e re  t oo

sna l l  we 'd  j us t  g i ve  d rops  i n  t he i r  nou ths .  And  we  ca I l ed  t he rn

Sab in  Ora l  Sundaes ,  wh i ch  i s  S0S ,  and  i t  was  a  b i g  even t .  And  we

cha rged  a  qua r te r ,  i f  you  ean  be l i eve  t ha t ,  f  o r  t ha t  vace ine .  l , l e

u l t i na te l y  gave  ou t  I  t h i nk  i t  was  a l nos t  800 ,000  doses  o f

t ha t  vacc ine .  A  l o t  o f  peop le  cane  ove r ,  we  unde rs tand ,  f r c r r

Jua rez  and  €o t  t he  vacc  i ne  .  We  d  i d  a  l o t  you  l <now ,  A lp  i ne  was

Texas  and  Pecos  and  Fo r t  S tock ton  we re  s i nu l t aneous l y  dc i ng

th i s ,  and .  t hen ,  o f  cou rse ,  Las  C ruces  and  A lanago rdo  we re

s i r nu l - t ane . rus l y  do ing  i t  because  pubL i c i t y  was  be ing  emana t , ed  a1 l

ove r  t he  Sou thwes t  by  t he  d r i ve  i n  E ]  Paso .  And  we  cha rged  25

cenLs  f o r  i t ,  and  I  t h i nk  i t  cos t  us  11  ce r r t s  a  dcse .  3o  we  maCe

abou t ,  $40 ,000 .  } t e  t hough t  we  we re  go ing  t o  l ose  money ,  anC  the

E  1  Paso  Na tu ra r  Gas  company  a t  t ha t  t  ime  ,  M r  .  c y  Pe rk i ns  r ^7as

p res iden l  - -  t hey  we re  go ing  t o  make  any  de f i c i t  t ha t  we  had ,  bu t

we  d iCn ' t  make  a  de f  i - c i t .  And  we  made  $40 ,000 .  And  t ha t ' s  t he

way  t ha t  t he  E l  Paso  Coun ty  Med i ca l  Soe ie t y  Founda t i on

( n  r ' h n r i t r h - l  e  i n . : l - i f r r f  i n n \  o n f  q f n r f e d
\ *  l r t J U f  U U U L U I L /  b v u  r u s r  u u u

,ot O h ,  r e a I l y ?
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A Tha t ' s  t he  s ta r t  o f  t ha t .  Tha t  was  t he  nue leus  o f  i t  was

tha t  $40 ,00C ,  and  I  t h i nk  i t ' s  p rospe red  s i nce  t hen  and  has  done

ve ry  we I l .  And  we  we re  ab le  t o  ge t  a  Coun ty  Hed i ca l  Soc ie t y  t ha t

i s  ab le  t o  g i ve  ou t  p roceeds  f r on  t he  i n te res t  f r o r r  t h i s

Founda t i on ,  wh i ch  has  se rved  t he  Coun ty  Hed i ca l  Soe ie t y  ve ry

we I I .  l { e  me t  w i t h  i t ' s  t he  o1d  I n te rna t i ona l  C lub  down  on

wha t  i s  i t  Wes t  San  An ton io ,  I  E l uess .  No .  No t  Wes t  San

An ton io .

nq M n d n f f i n "

A No .  I t  was  oh  go l l y ,  wha l ' s  t he  road  t ha t  l eads  r i gh t  by

the  C i v i c  Cen te r?  Tha t ' s  Wes t  San  An ton io .

Y e a h .

Y e a h .  A n d  I  m e t  t h e r e  w i t h  H r .  C h r i s  F o x ,  r . r h o  w o r k e d  f  o r

t he  S ta te  Na t i ona l  Bank ,  and  Mr .  Bob  Reed ,  who  was  a t  t ha t  t ime

the  pub l i c  r e l a t i ons  nan  f o r  t he  Coun ty  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y ,  and  t he

p res iden t  o f  t he  Coun ty  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y  and  a  coup le  o f  o the rs .

AnC  we  f o rned  a  f ounda t i on  ove r  l unch  one  day .  And  i t  has  s i nce

p rospe red  and  done ,  f  t h i nk ,  ve r y  we11 .

A  La r r y ,  we re  you  busy  i n  any  o f  t he  f ounda t i ons  o f  t he

hosp i t a l s  he re  i n  t own  t he  f o reman  o f  any  o f  t he  new  hosp i t a l s

he re  i n  t own  o r  t he  Med i ca l  Cen te r  o r  any th i ng  1 i l <e  t ha t?

A  I  was  no t  d i r ee t l y  i nvo l ved  i n  t ha t ,  bu t  we  have  been  w l t h

the  we ' ve  been  a  member  o f  t he  Boa rd  o f  T rus tees  o f  t he  E1

Paso  Conmun i t y  Founda t i on .  t { e  we re  ce r t a i n l y  a  nenbe r  o f  t ha t .

t r { e  we re  a  nenbe r  o f  t he  Texas  Hea l t h  Founda t i on  Boa rd  o f  T rus tees

and  we re  nembers  o f  t he  P rov idence  Boa rd  o f  T rus tees ,  r i gh t



qa

now Founda t i on ,  t ha t  i s

A  Were  you  i ns t r unen ta l  i n  ge t t i ng  money  f c r  t he  new

P r o v i d e n c e  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?

A Yes .  l { e  wo rked  on  t ha t .  0 f  cou rse ,  H r .  Sam Young  was  t he

gu id i ng  f  o r ce  beh ind  t ha t ,  and  t ha t  came  i n to  be ing  i n  t he  ea r l - y

1950 ' s ,  I  t h i . nk ,  1951 .  And  a  l o t  o f  peop le  we re  i nvoLveC  i n

tha t .  He  ce r t a i n I y  was  t he  l eade r  o f  t ha t  exc i se .

I s  t ha t  when  t he  new  P rov idence

Tha t ' s  when  t he  new  P rov idence  beeame a  rea l i t y ,  was  i n  I

he  d i d  t he  wo rk  o ft h i n k  1 9 5 1 ,  B S  I  r e c a l l .  A n d  h e  d i d  a l l

eng inee r i ng  t ha t ,  r ea l l y  and  s tayed  on  t ha t  Boa rd  as  Cha i rnan

f  o r  yea rs  and  yea rs  and  yea rs .  I t  was ,  a t  t ha t  t i r ne ,  p r cbab l y

one  o f  t he  mos t  we l l  r un  comnun i t y -based  hosp i t a l s  no t  f o r

p ro f  i t  eommun i t y -based  hosp i t a l s ,  I  guess ,  i n  t he  r . r ho le  Un i t ed

S ta tes .  He  ran  i t  l i ke  a  banke r ,  and  i t  r an  l i ke  a  bank .

A  When  you  wen t  i n t o  p rac t i ce ,  d i d  you  go  i n to  p rac t i ce  so lo?

A  When  I  wen t  i n t o  p rac t i ce ,  I  we l r t  i n t o  p rac t i ce  so lo  i n  t he

Un i ve rs i t y  Towers ,  wh i ch  i s  1900  No r th  0 regon .  And  t hen  abcu t

two  o r  t h ree  yea rs  l a t e r  D r .  Pau I  Huch t cn  j o i ned  me  as  a  pa r t ne r ,

and  we  moved  down  to  1515  No r th  O regon  S t ree t .  And  f  was  t , he re

fo r  l e t ' s  see .  I  s t ayed  a t  t he  Un i ve rs i t y  Towers  f o r  abou t

s i x  yea rs ,  I  guess ,  a l l  t oge the r ,  and  t hen  I  was  down  a t  t he  1515

Nor th  O regon  f o r  t he  renna inde r  o f  ny  p rac t i ce .

A  Now,  D r .  J .M

a l  cne  t -  i ne?

V a r a s l t i  ( P i t t s b u r g h ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a )  j o i n e d  y o u

D r  .  V a r a s l < i  j  o  i n e d  u s  a t  o n e  h e  w a s  a  p e d  i a t r  i . c
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ca rd io l og i s t  r " r ho  had  an  un t ime l y ,  p rena tu re  dea th  f r om

probab l y  ven t r i cu l a r  f  i b r i l l a t i on ,  as  I  r eca11 ,  and  he  d i ed  j . n

t he  pa rk i ng  l o t  o f  Fu r r s  Food  S to re ,  &S  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t ,  t r y i ng

to  pu l l  h i s  ca r  ove r ,  wh i ch  i s  un fo r t una te .  He  was  a  ve ry  good

ca rd io l og i s t  t he  f i r s t  ped ia t r i c  ca rd i o l og i s t .

A  D idn ' t  he  have  h i s  beepe r  on?

A  He  haC  h i s  r ad io  on  t r y i ng  t o  ge t

h e I p .

t r y i n g  t o  E e t ,  a n d  h e  j u s t  n e v e r  m a d e  i t .  T h e y  f o u n d

h im  i n  h i s  ea r .  He  had  passed  away .  And  t hen  a f t e r  t ha t ,

D r .  Pau l  Lynn  Roge rs  was  a  pa r t ne r  o f  ou rs  f o r  abou t  f i ve  yea rs .

And  he  wen t  bac l<  t o  And rews ,  Texas ,  wh i ch  was  h i s  home .  t l e  and

h i s  w i f e  and  ch i l d ren  wen t  back  t he re .  And  r  ] e f t  t he  p rac t i ee

o f  ped ia t r i es  Janua ry  1  o f  1983  and  assuned  t h i s  pos i t i on .  We

assumed  th i s  pos i t i on  on  March  t he  1s t  o f  1983  and  have  been  he re

now  e igh t  and  a  ha l f  yea rs .  And  i t ' s  been  a  rea l  cha l l enge  i n

tha t  we ' r e  a  ve ry  vas t l y  unde rbudge t t ed ,  ve ry  vas t l y  unde rnanned ,

bu t  we  have  a  l o t  o f  good  peop le  t ha t  a re  wo rk i ng i  f o r  us  t ha t  do

a  ve ry ,  ve r y  c red ib l e  j ob  i n  many  a reas  t ha t  t h i s  c i t y  needs  ve ry

despe ra te l y .  l { e  have  a  1o t  o f  peop le  t ha t  need  he lp  i n  t h i s

conmun i t y .  A t  t he  cu r ren t  t ime ,  we  have  a  pove r t y  1eve l  o f  2 !  t c

27  pe rcen t .  Tha t ' s  an  aw fu l  l o t  o f  f o l ks  and  nany ,  nany

pub l : - c  hea l t h  p rob lens ,  l i l <e  A IDS ,  f o r  exanp le ,  t ha t  we  a re

a lways  hav ing  t o  comba t  and  eduea te  peop le  as  bes t  we  can .

P rob lems  o f  sep t i c  sys te r r s  and  wa te r  f o r  ou r  *Co lon ias  i s  a lways

a  p ress ing  p rob lem.  I ' ve  been  ve ry  ac t i ve  i n  t ha t  a rea .  And



r e c e n t l y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c h o l e r a  h a s  m a d e  i t s  p r e s e n c e  k n o w n  i - n  t h e

S o u t h  A n e r i c a n  c o u n t r y  o f  P e r u  .  I  t  h a s  n o T ^ r  c o m e  l o  H e x i c o ,  a n d

f i ve  s ta tes  i n  Mex i co  have  had  eho le ra .  t { e  a re  ve ry  conce rned

abou t  t he  bo rde r  because  o f  t he  pove r t y ,  unde reduca l i on ,  gene ra l

I ack  c f  good  san i t a t i on  i n  nany  a reas  and  p rob lens  w i t h  po tab le

taa te r  and  p rope r  sewaE f  e  d  i spcsa l  .  I , I e  have  abou t  58 ,  000  t o  68  ,  000

peop l -e  l i v i ng  i n  ou r  coun t y  i n  350  d i f f e ren t  Co l cn ias  who  e i t he r

have  no  po lab le  wa te r  o r  p rope r  sewage  d i sposa l  o r  bo th .  AnC  i n

Jua rez  t hey  have  sonewhe re  be tween  300 ,000  t o  400 ,000  peop le

w i t h  no  p rope r  seT . rage  d i sposa l  and  wa te r  t ha t ,  i s  i n  t he i r  hone .

So  t he  a rea  i s  a  r  i pe  a rea ,  &s  i s  t he  2 ,  000 -m i  1e -bo rde r  ,  f  o r  t i r e

encou ragemen t  o f  eho le ra  i n  ou r  a rea ,  and  we  have  a  b i g  eonee rn

abou t  t ha t .  t { e  r ecen t l y  had  a  b i g  nee t i ng  i n  E l  Paso  dea l i ng

w i t h  cho le ra .  The  Cen te rs  f o r  D i sease  Con t ro l  and  t he  Pan -

Amer i can  Hea l t h  0 rgan i zaL ion ,  t he  Texas  Med i ca l  Assoc ia t i on  anC  a

who le  hos t  o f  o the r  o rgan i za t i ons  t he  C i t y , zCoun ty  Hea l t h

Depa r tmen t ,  o f  cou rse  we re  a l l  i n s t r umen ta l  i n  ge t t , i ng  wo r l _C

cLass  expe r t s  he re  t o  t a l k  abou t  cho le ra .  And  * "ha t  conc lus i on

r ^ ras  t ha t  i t  was  no t  a  na t t e r  i f  cho le ra  w i l l  ge t  l o  t he  bo rde r ;

i t ' s  a  ma t t e r  o f  when  i t  w i - l ]  de t  t o  t . he  hn rde r  So .  t ha t ' s  a

b ig  i s sue .  Hany  o the r  i s sues  o f  p rena ta l  ca re  and  access  t o  ca re

fo r  peop le  t ha t  e i l he r  do  no t  have  i nsu rance  o r  p rope r  access  t , o

ca re  rned i ca l  ea re ,  t ha t  i s  and  many  o the r  i s sues  o f

e n v i r o n m e n t  .  A i r  p o  l  l u  t  i o n  i s  a  b  i g  p r o b  I e m  i n  t h i s  c o n n : u n  i + - y  .

I ' I e ' v e  g o t  a  v e r y  a c t i v e  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  a n d  a i r  q u a l i t y  d i v i s i o r r .

I r t r e  h a v e  s e v e n  o p e r a t i n g  d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t ,  a I i

2L



o f  t h e m  v e r y  b u s y  i n  m a t e r n a l  a n d  c h i l d  h e a l t h .  L a s t  y e a r  w e

g a v e  1 5 0 , 0 0 0  i m n u n  i z a L i o n s ,  a b o u t  5 0 , 0 0 0  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  i n

r e s p o n s e  t o  a  l a r g e  m e a s l e s  o u t b r e a k  t h a t  w e  h a d  h e r e .  [ { e  h a d

300  cases  o f  neas les  i n  E I  Paso  l as t  yea r ,  and  a t  t he  sane  t i -me

-  o r  t he  same  ou tb reak  Jua rez  reco rded  1 ,628  cases ,  w i t h  n i ne

dea ths .  t r t l e  have  a  b i g  eonce rn ,  o f  eou rse ,  w i t h  ge t t i ng  ch i l d ren

innun i zed  p r i o r  t o  en t rance  l n to  sehoo l .  l { e  ac tua lLy  have  a  ve ry

exce l l en t  immun i za t i on  ra te .  } i l e  have  a  99 .98  pe reen t

immun i za t i on  ra te  when  t hey  en te r  schoo l .  Bu t  youngs te r s  p r i o r

t o  t ha t  t ime  we  have  a  p rob len  sone t i n res  ge t t i ng  t he rn  i n to  t he

sys ten .  And  we ' re  wo rk i ng  on  t ha t  ve ry ,  ve r y  much  i n  nany

d i ree t i ons  a t  t h i - s  t ime .  P rena ta l  ca re  i s  a lways  i n te res t i ng .

When  we  f i r s t  cane  on  t he  Boa rd  back  i n  1983 ,  we  l ooked  bae l<  and

sa i ^ I  t ha t  t he  p rev ious  yea r  t he re  we re  on l y  420  v i s i t s  t l : a t  had

been  reco rded  i n  one  c l i n i c .  And  r . r e  f e l t  t ha t  was  no t  enough ,  sc

we  go t  i n t e res ted  and  h i r ed  some  no re  nu rses .  } t r e  go t  a  g ran t ,

ac tua l l y ,  f r om the  Texas  Depa r tmen t  o f  Hea l t h .  I t  was  a  Job ' s

B i l I  g ran t ,  and  we  pu t  peop le  t o  wo rk  p rov id i ng  p rena ta l -  ca re .

And  we  wen t  f r on  one  c l i n i c  t o  seven  c l i n i cs .  [ { e  now  have  12

c l i n i cs .  i l e  wen t  f r o rn  420  v i s i t s  t o  17 ,500  v i s i t s  anC  heeps

go ing  up  and  up  and  g i v i ng  p rena ta l  ca re  t o  mo the rs  t ha t  can ' t

o the rw i se  a f f o rd  t he  ca re .  Abou t  98  pe rcen t  o f  t he  peop le  t , ha t

r . r e  see  i n  ou r  c l i n i c s  a re  poo r  e i t he r  a t  o r  be low  pove r t y .

Tha t ' s  a  l - o t  o f  f  o l ks .  l . t r e  a re  expand ing  s l ow l y  bu t  su re l y  i n  t he

nany  o the r  a reas ,  l i ke  ea re  o f  d i abe t i c s ,  a  l o t  o f  cance r

sc reen ing ,  now ,  and  cance r  de tec t i on .  [ { e ' r e  wo rk i ng  a  resea rch
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p ro jec t  w i t h  t he  Na t i ona l  Cance r  I ns t i t u t e  i n  conce r t  w i l h  t he

Texas  Depa r tnen t  o f  Hea l t h  and  nany  o the r  i s sues  l i l <e  t ha t

we ' ve  t aken  on .  Ce r ta i n I y ,  t he  nna t t e r s  o f  ou r  env i r onmen t  g i ve

us  g rea t  eause  f o r  conce rn .  L i ke  I  men t i oned  be fo re ,  a i r

po l l u t i on  i s  a  b i - na t i ona l  p rob len  he re .  The re  i s  no  t he re  i s

no  mag i ca l  l i ne  i n  t he  R io  Grande  R i ve r  t ha t  says ,  "A i r

po1 lu t i on ,  you  e i t he r  s t ay  No r th  o r  s t ay  Sou th . " Last ,  year  r . le

had  you  know ,  w€  do  have  we  do  dea l  w i t h  two  sove re ign

na t i ons  and  two  s ta tes  and  t he  two  l a rges t  bo rde r  c i t i e s  d i r ec t l - y

on  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes -Mex i co  bo rde r .  And  l as t  yea r  t he re  we re

ove r  42  n i  1 l  i on  bo rde r  c ross  i ngs  be tween  E  I  Paso  and  Jua ree  ,  an .3

tha t ' s  j us t  Eo ing  No r th ,  by  t he  r ^ ray .  So  i t ' s  doub le  t ha t .  And

i t  nakes  us  t he  seeond  l a rges t  po r t  o f  en t r y  i n  t he  wo r  l d  .  A r : c1

you  don ' t  keep  neas les  on  t he  sou th  s i de  o r  you  don ' t  keep

ch i chen  pox  on  t he  no r t h  s i de .  I t  doesn ' t  wo rk  t ha t  way .  Wha t

happens  i n  one  c i t y  happens  i n  t he  o the r  c l t y  a l -mos t  immed ia te l y

A  f ew  mon ths  ago  you  t o l d  me  a  ve ry  f unny  s to r y  abou t  a

v i s i t i ng  d i gn i t a r y  f  r om ! ' I ash ing ton  a t  La  Has ienCa  Res t , au ra t - i r .

Oh ,  yeah .  Tha t  was  a  f asc ina t i nE i  s t o r y .  Th i s  was  a  young

fe l } ow .  He  was  34  yea rs  o f  &€€ ,  and  i t  was  r i gh t  a f t e r

Than l csg i v i ng  i n  1985  t he  I a t t e r  pa r t  c f  Novenbe r ,  1985 And

h e  c a m e  d o w n  a n d  i t  h a d  s n o w e d  a  d a y  o r  t w o  p r e v i o u s l y  a n d

i t  was  b i t t e r - co Id .  And  we  had  a  t empera tu re  i r r ve r s i on

was  s t  i -  11  a  l - o t  o f  snow  on  t he  g round  ,  and  he  wan teC  to

the  a i r  po l l u t i on .  So  we  t ook  h i r n  on  Don iphan  D r i ve  ou

La  Hac  i enda  Res tau ran t ,  and  t hen  r . r e  r ode  on  t he  l evee  .

T l - rere

6 r )  a F r .
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were  hund reds  upon  hund reds  o f  hones  w i t h  1 i t t I e  eh inneys ,  and

snoke  was  com ing  ou t  o f  t hese  ch inneys  and  sw i r l i n€  upwards  and

go ing  up  abou t  t r ^ ro  o r  t h ree  hund red  f  ee t .  And  t hen  i t  wou ld  j us t

l aye r  ou t .  And  I  r emember  ve ry  v i v i d l y  h i n  l ook ing  a t  ne  and

say ing ,  "D r .  N i ckey ,  a ren ' t  you  t he  hea l t h  au tho r i t y  f o r  E l

Paso? "  And  I  sa i d ,  "Yes ,  s i r ,  I  su re  an .  "  And  he  sa id ,  "We1 l ,

why  dcn ' t  you  do  son re th i ng  abou t  t ha t? "  And  my  answer  t c  h im  was

two - fo Id .  I  sa i d ,  "Nunbe r  one ,  t hose  a re  n ro the rs  t r y i ng  t o  keep

the i r  bab ies  f r om f r eee inE l  t o  dea th .  And  number  two ,  t ha t ' s  a

fo re i gn  coun t r y .  Tha t ' s  Mex i co ,  and  I  wou ld  be  i nvad ing  a

fo re i gn  coun t r y . "  l f he reupon ,  h i s  n rou th  l i t e ra l l y  d ropped  open

and  he  sa id ,  "Do  you  mean  t o  t , e l 1  ne  t ha t ' s  Hex i co? "  And  I  sa i d ,

"Yes ,  s i r . "  And  t ha t  was  i n  t he  l a t t e r  pa r t  o f  1985 .  And  i n  t he

n idd le  o f  Janua ry ,  1988  t h i s  l r as  abou t  s i x  o r  e i gh t  weeks

la te r  r ^?e  go t  a  l e t t e r  f r o rn  EPA  Wash ing ton  acknow ledg ing  t he

fac t  t ha t  a i r  po l l u t i on  i n  Jua rez  cou ld  a f f ec t  E1  Paso .  } { e

though t  t ha t  was  b i g  o f  t he rn  t o  unde rs tand  t ha t  f ae t .  I  don ' t

t h i nk  t he  peop le  rea l l y  un t i l  j u s t  r ecen t l y ,  have  t , hey

unde rs tood  j us t  how  e lose  we  a re  t o  Mex i co  and  t ha t  Hex i co  i s  a

th i r d -wo r l d  coun t r y ,  and  t ha t  even  t hough  we  have  606 ,000  peop le

i n  ou r  c i t y  and  eoun ty ,  t hey  have  7 ,2OO,000 .  And  we  c r y  abou t

ou r  budge t  o f  $11 .5  n i l l i on  f o r  t he  Hea l t h  Depa r tnen t .  Bu t  t he

Hea l t h  Depa r tmen t  i n  Jua rez  on l y  r ece i ves  abou t  $500 ,000 ,  w i t h

tw i ce  t he  popu la t i on  and  many ,  nany  more  p rob lens  t han  we  have .

Bu t  t h i ngs  have  changed .  Th ings  a re  beg inn ing  t o  chanE fe .  The

d rum has  been  bea ten  l oud I y ,  and  l r e ' ve  t a l ked  eve rywhe re  we  can
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t a l l < .  A n d  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  t h a t  a n d  t e I 1  t h e n  a b o u t  i s s u e s  o n

t h e  b o r d e r .  I l { e ' v e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  t h e

S e n a t e  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  a n y w h e r e  t h a t  t h e y ' I I  l i s t e n .  l { e ' 1 1  g o

and  t a l k  and  l e l 1  t hem abou t ,  bo rde r  hea l t h  i s sues  and  bo rde r

env i r onmen ta l  i s sues ,  and  we ' re  ve ry  conce rned  abou t  t hose  i s sues

and  a re  t r y i ng ,  a l ong  w i t h  nany  o the r  peop le ,  t o  ge t  a  comn iss i on

s ta r f , ed  on  bo rde r  hea l t h  and  env i r onnen l -  t ha t  has  t he  f u l 1  f o r ce

o f  bo th  gove rnmen ts  beh ind  i t .  and  i t  l cohs  l i l t e  t ha t  i s  ge t t i ng

a  l o t  o f  emphas i s .  I  know  tha t  t he  Ane r i ean  Hed io -a l  Assoc ia t i on

the  Texas ,  A r i zona ,  New Mex i co ,  and  Ca l i f o rn i a  Med i ca l

Assoc ia t i ons ,  &S  we l l  as  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes r /Mex i co  Bo rde r  Hea l i h

Assoc ia t i on  Bo rde r  Hea l t h  Assoc ia t i on  have  endo rsed  t h i s

po i - n t  o f  v i ew .  And  t h i s  i s  some th ing  . r e  t h i nk  i s  ve ry  pos i . t i ve .

I n  one  f o rn  o r  ano the r w e  d o n  
' t  

c a r e  w h a t  i t  
' s  

c a l -  l - e d  o r

come  abou t  ,  anC  when  i t  does  ,  i t  w i  l -  I  se r ve  t h i s  bc rde r  r ae  1 l  .

0ne  c i  t he  reasons  i s ,  a t  t he  p resen t  t i ne ,  f ou r  ou t  o f  t he  seve i i

poo res t  conm l rn i t i es  i n  t he  Un r ted  S ta tes  a re  on  t he  Texas -Me> l i co

Bo rde r .  E1  Paso ' s  t he  f ou r t h  l a rges t  c i t y  i n  Texas ,  bu t  i t ' s  t he

f i f t h  poo res t  c i t y  i n  t he  en t i r e  Un i t ed  S ta tes .  And  you  ean ' t

f o r ce  i n te rna t i ona l  p rob lems  on  t he  backs  o f  ou r  l oca l  t axpaye rs .

W e ' v e  d o f .  t . o  d e l  < n m p  f e d e r n l  h p ' l  r l  n r r , ' l  d a *  | n  d * f  q n m o
6 v u  u u  5 u e  J v [ r e  r u u e t 4 " L  r r g . ! L J ;  d l l ( J  w y  v v  i 3 L / L  L U  o _  v

s t a t e  h e l p ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  e o n : i n g .  I  t h i u h  t h e  f r e e - t r a d e

a l - l i a n c e  i s  g o i n g  t o  h e l p  i t  t o  m o v e  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i c n .

A l i t t l e  wh i l e  ago  we  a l so  t a l ked  abcu t  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  t he

h o w  i t  c o m e s  a b o u t  - -  o n e  f o r n  o r  a n o t h e r  w e  t h i n k  i t ' s  E c i n o  t o

C t L y / C o u n t y  H e a l t h  U n i t ,  a n d  y o u  s a i d  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  1 3 3 3 ?



b{

A 1933  t he  C i t y  and  Coun ty  Hea l t h  Un i t s  o f  E l  Paso  we re

conb ined  t o  f o rn  a  C i t y r /Coun ty  Hea l t h  Depa r tmen t  o r  Un i t ,  &s  i t

was  hnown  then .  I t ' s  been  changed  t o  D i s t r i c t  abou t  t he  l as t

seven  o r  e i gh t  yea rs  because  we  do  ope ra te  as  a  hea l t h  d i s t r i c t ,

sp read inE i  ou t  a  1 j . t t 1e  f u r t he r  t han  pe rhaps  t he  eoun ty  con f i nes

f  r om t i r ne  t o  t i r ne .  I  w i sh  we  cou ld  f  i nd  no re  h i s t o r y  abou t  ou r

ve ry  spec ia l  C i t y , /Coun ty  Hea l t h  D i s t r i c t .

Do  you  know  who  you r  p redecesso rs  we re  i n  you r  l i f e t i ne?

lo |e11 ,  rV  immed ia te  p redeeesso r  was  D r .  Be rna rd  Rosenb lum,

and  he  haC  been  i n  o f f i ce  f o r  abou t  13  yea rs  p r i o r  t o  r e t i r i ng .

And  he  eane  f r om the  Un i t , ed  S ta tes  Pub l i c  Hea l t h  Se rv i ce  a f t e r

t h i nk ,  30 -sone -odd  yea rs  o f  se r v i ce  i n  t ha t  pa r t i cu l a r  b ranch

gove rn rnen t ,  and  p r i o r  t o  h im  was  D r .  Ho rnado  D r .  Hanue l

Ho rnado ,  who  had  been  w i t h  t h i s  hea l t h  depa r tnen t  f o r  ove r  30

yea rs  and  re t i r ed  when  he  was  i n  h i s  70 ' s .  And  p r i o r  t o  t ha t

t ime  t he re  we re  a  se r i es  o f  peop le  t ha t  we re  i nvo l ved ,  bu t  no t

l ong  as  D r .  Ho rnado  and  no t  as  l ong  as  D r .  Rosenb loom were .  I i

been  a  rea l  expe r i ence .

A  I  be l  i t  has .

A  0h ,  i t ' s  been  a  rea l  expe r i ence .  Lo t s  o f  r . r hen  I  t ooh

th i s  j ob ,  I  was  t o l d  t ha t  t he re  we re  neve r  any  po l i t i e s ,  t he re

were  neve r  any  p rob lems ,  and  you  on l y  have  t o  wo rh  e i gh t  hou rs  a

day .  A11  t h ree  o f  t hose  a re  l i e s .  The re ' s  a  l o t  o f  iO -hcu r

days .  I 'm  a  ve ry  pecu l i a r  pe rson .  I ' nn  a  morn ing  pe rson ,  so  I

ge t  up  a t  4 :00  eve ry  no rn ing .  And  I  have  an  o f f i ee  a t  hone ,  and

I  s t a r t  ny  day  t he re .  And  I  ean  ge t  no re  done  i n  two  o r  t h ree
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hou rs  t ha t  a re  qu ie t  exac t l y .  Two  o r  t h ree  hou rs  l he re  t han  I

can  a I I  day  l ong  he re ,  and  1o t , s  o f  po l i t i c s  i - nvo l ved  and  l o t s  o f

p rob  l ems  .

A You were  a lso  ve ry  ac t i ve  in  D is t r i c t  One ,  o r  you

reorgan ized  i t  a t  one  t ime.  Can  you  te I l  rne  sone th ing  abcu t

tha t?

A Yeah .  I  d i d .  Than l<  you  f o r  men t i on ing  l ha t .  Yes .  i { e  r , ' e l ' e

i nvo l ved  w i t h  t he  o Id  Scu thwes t  Hed i ca l  Assoc ia t i - on ,  wh : - c l - r  was

the  wes te rn  pa r t  o f  Texas ,  New Mex i co ,  A r i zona  and  Nevada .  And

tha t  had  been  - - -E iosh  as  a  pa r t  o f  sou thwes te rn  ned i c i ne  f o r

many ,  many  yea rs .  And  we  we re  p res iden t  o f  t ha t  o rgan i za t i on  f o r

two  t e rms  One ,  I  t h i nk ,  i n  1968  and  one  i n  1970  o r  197?

I ' ve  f  o rgo t t en  exac t l y  when .  And  t hen  we  r+o rked  f  o r  74  yea l : s

b r i ng inE i  Texas  Med i ca l -  Assoc ia t i on ' s  D i s t r i c t  0ne  Hed i ca l

Soc ie t y ,  wh i ch  i nc l uded  t he  s i x  o r  seven  ccn t i guous  ccun t i es  as

fa r  down  as  Pecos  and  Fo r t  S tock ton  and  Van  Ho rn  and  A lp i ne  and

Pres id i o  and  p l aces  l i ke  t h i s  t oge the r .  And  we  had  sone

wonde r fu l  nee t i ngs  t ha t  we  had  eng inee red .  And  I  go t  l oca l

speake rs ,  and  we  a l t e rna ted  be tween  each  yea r  be tween  E1  Paso

and  t hen  "ou t  i n  t he  coun t r y , "  as  we  ca l l ed  i t .  l { e ' d  go  down  l c

Pacos  o r  we 'd  go  t own  t o  Fo r t ,  S toek ton  o r  A lp i ne  and  have

mee t i ngs ,  and  we  had  wonde r fu l  mee t i ngs  and  wonde r fu l  t i r nes  r . i i t h

t he  doc to r s  ou t  i n  t he  coun t r y  and  go t  t c  know  then  ve ry ,  ve r y

we i l  and  Ke rn i t .  Tha t ' s  ano the r  p l ace .  And  we  had  l o t s  o f

f o r rd  memor i es  o f  t ha t  and  go t  t o  l t now  those  doe to r s  ve l y  we l1 .

And ,  o f  cou rse ,  t ha t  se rved  E l  Paso  we l l  because  t ha t  was  a  i i ne



o f  r e fe r ra l  i n t o  E1  Paso  f o r

t ha t  we re  ,  I  t h i - nh ,  good  f  o r

gene ra l  and  en joyed  do ing

f  o r  abou t  abou t  1 ,4  yea rs ,

t h ree  t imes  t h ree  t imes .

nany  cases .  And  t hese  we re  t h i ngs

E l  Paso  and  E iood  f o r  med i c i ne  i n

Lha t .  [ { e  we re  ve ry  i nvo l ved  r+ i t h  i t

as  I  r eca l I .  P res iden t  o f  1 t  f o r

r.{ I s  D i s t r i c t  One  ae t i ve  now?

I t ' s  no t  as  ae t i ve  as  we  t h i nk  i t  ough t  t o  be ,

un fo r t una te l y .  I t ' s  t oo  bad .  I t  e ras  a  g rand  o rgan i za t i on .  Bu t

t he  Scu thwes te rn  Hed i ca l  Assoc ia t i on  i sn ' t  e i t he r .  Each  s ta te

then  deve loped  t he i r  own  rned i ca l  o rgan i za t i on ,  and  t hey  so r t  o f

wen t  t he  way  o f  o l de r  med iea l  o rgan i za t i ons ,  i f  you  w i1 l ,  and

tha t  se rved  a  ve ry  use fu l  pu rpose ,  a l so .  E1  Paso  was  t he  hub  o f

med ie i ne  f o r  many  yea rs  p r i o r  t o  A lbuque rque  beeon ing  i nvo l ved .

And ,  o f  cou rse ,  Tuscon ,  Phoen i x ,  and  t hen  a l l  o f  t he  c i t i es

s ta r t ed  g row ing  up  and  go t  t he i r  own  med iea l  needs  t aken  ca re  o f

These  we re  wonde r fu l ,  g l o r i ous  t imes ,  and  i t ' s  j us t  i t ' s  t , oo

bad  t hey  had  t o  pass ,  bu t  t h i ngs  change ,  and  I  t h i nk  t h i ngs

change ,  EeDera l l y  speak ing ,  f o r  t he  be t t e r ,  so

Yeah .  These  a re  t he  good  o l e  t imes  r r - gh t  now?

Yeah .  These  a re  t he  good  o Ie  t imes  w i t h  t he  young  f e l l ows

com ing  i n ,  r i gh t .  The  good  o l e  t i nes  f o r  ne  we re  25  o r  30  yea rs

ago .  And  now  they  a l l  have  f e l l ows  t ha t  w i l l  eone  i n  and  re fe r

t o  t hese  as  t he  good  o  l e  t  i r nes ,  t oo  .  I  ' n  no t  su re  t hese  a re  t he

good  o le  t imes ,  t hough .  The re ' s  an  aw fu l  l o t  o f  gove rnnen t

i n t r us i on  i n  t he  ned ie i ne .  f t ' s  j us t  un fo r t una te .

A  Yes ,  i t  i s .  I t  r ea1 l y  i s .

r1
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A I t  r ea l l y  i s .  I t ' s  t r ag i c .  The re ' s  been  a  b i g  wedge  d r i ven

be tween  t he  pa t i en t  and  t he  phys i c i an ,  and  t ha t ' s  t oo  bad  because

the  phys i c i ans  I  know  we re  a l l  ve r y  good  peop le  and  t r i ed  t o  do

to  t he  bes t  t hey  cou ld  f o r  a l l  t he  pa t i en t s  t ha t  t hey  needed  t o

ta l<e  ca re  o f .  And  t ha t ' s  j us t  a  shane  t ha t  t he re  has  t c  be  a  l o t

o f  gove rnmen t  i n t r us i on  i n to  t ha t .  Tha t ' s  been  a  t r ag i c  r n i s t ahe .

A  Do  you  renember  any th i ng  abou t  t he  o l d  Mason i c  Hosp i t , a l ?

A  I  do  i ndeed  remember  t he  o l d  Mascn i c  Hosp i t aL .  Tha t  was  a i

t he  co rne r  o f  P ied ras  and  Mon tana ,  whe re  t he  Sea rs ,  Roebuc i r

bu i l d i ng ,  t hen ,  was  t he re  f o r  many ,  nany  yea rs .  And  now  the  E l

Paso  Po l i ce  Depa r tnen t  i s  headqua r te red  t he re .  And  t he  o l d

Mason ie  Hosp i t a l  was  so r t  o f  on  a  r i se .  I t  was  a r r  o l d  r ed -b r r ck

bu i l d i ng  t ha t  had  wh i t e  t r im  t ha t  was  pa in ted .  I  can  remember

go ing  i n to  t ha t  bu i l d i ng  as  a  you th  on  many  occas i cns  t c  see

had  a  baby  o r  one  t h i ng  o r  ano the r .  Tha t  r ^ ras  a  f  ew  yea rs  bac !<

Tha t ,  was  oh ,  Lo rd .  Tha t  was  50  o r  55  yea rs  ago .  Tha t ' s  a
' l ^ ^ , <  

+ ; * ^
r v i r 6  L  J _ I t t g

A Wha t  abou t  Sou thwes te rn  Hosp i t a l - .  l { as  t ha t

A  Sou thwes te rn  Hosp i t a l  I  s t i l l  have  f ond  nemor i es  o f  t ha t .

0 f  cou rse ,  t ha t  was  t he  t ube rcu los i s  hosp i t a l  when  j . t  o r i g i na ted ,

and  a l l  o f  t ha t  g l ass  was  l o  l e t  t he  a i r  i n  because  t ha t  was

he  l  i o t he rapy  t ha t  e ras  sun  t he rapy  .  Res t  i n  t he  sun  ,  you  l t now ,

and  good  d ie t  we re  t he  on l y  1 - -h i ngs  t ha t  we re  hnown  to  r ea l l y  he lp

tube rcu l - a r  pa t i en t s .  E1  Paso  had  nany  sana to r i uns  o f  a  s i r n i l a r

na tu re ,  bu t  t  ha t  was  t he  l a rges t  one ,  and  i t  r { as  s ta r t eC  by  o l _d

ind i v i dua l s  t ha t  f  knew  tha t  had  been  had  t he i r  t ons i l s  ou t ,  o r



Dr .  Robe r t  Honan ,  S r .  ,  and  l as ted  f o r  a  nunbe r  o f  yea rs  and  t hen

becane  a  E lene ra l  hosp i t a l .  I  r enember  ve ry  v i v i d l y  hav ing  rny

tons i l s  ou t  i n  1935 ,  and  I  can  renember  ny  ped ia t r i c i an ,  who  was

Dr .  T rav i s  Benne t t ,  g i v i ng  me  anes thes ia  d r i p  e i t he r  - -  t o  ge t

ny  t ons i l s  ou t ,  and  D r .  H .  Spea rman  ( I owa )  t ook  t hen  ou t .  And  I

s t i l l  have  t he  b i l l  .  I  was  i n  su rge ry ,  had  my  t ons i l - s  ou t ,  and

spen t  two  n i gh t s  i n  t he  hosp i l a l  w i t h  n r y  no the r  s t ay i ng  t he re ,

and  t he  b i l l  t o t a l  was  $35 .  I  s t i l 1  have  i t .

A  Do  you  have  i t  f r a rned?

A  I  s t i l l  have  i t  t o  t h i s  day .  I  don ' t  have  i t  f r amed ,  bu t  I

have  i t  i n  a  sa fe  p l ace .  I t ' s  amaz ing .  Th ings  have  changed  a

l i t t l e  b i t .

A  I  i - t t  I e  b  i t ?

Yeah .

Wha t  abou t  Beaumon t  Hosp i t a l ? D id  you  have  any

Beaun ron t  Hosp i t a l ,  when  I  was  a  boy  E i row ing  up ,  was  w f lV ,  r { ay

ou t  i n  t he  ou t sh i r t s  o f  E l  Paso .  I t  was  no t  even  i n  t he  c i t y

I i r n i t s ,  and  t hen ,  o f  cou rse ,  Vou  cou ld  ge t  t he re  by  ca r  o r  you

cou ld  ge t  t he re  by  t r c l l ey .  The  s t r ee t ca r  used  t o  r un  r i gh t  up

to  t he  f r on t  ga te  and  t hen  t u rn  a round  and  eone  back .  And  t ha t

was  an  i n te res t i ng  expe r i ence .  And  we  used  t o  go  ou t  t he re  and

a lnos t  have  a  p i cn i c ,  i t  was  so  f a r  ou t  o f  t own .  Bu t  now ,  o f

cou rse ,  i t ' s  a lmos t  i n  t he  cen le r  o f  t own .  h {e ' ve  deve loped ,  by

the  w&V,  an  exee l l en t  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i t h  t he  n i l i t a r y ,  a ' s  f a r  as

th i s  Hea l t h  Depa r tmen t  and  t he i r  s i n i l a r  ope ra t i on  i s  conce rned

And  t he  l as t  f ew  commande rs  have  been  ve ry  good  f r i ends  o f  ou rs

rt
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And  the  l as t  eonnnande r  was  D r .  R i cha rd  P roc to r ,  who  l . t as  a

ped ia t r i c i an ,  a1so ,  and  a  ve ry  comnun i - t y -m inded ,  ve ry  commun i t y -

sp i r i t ed  i nd i v i dua l  who  i s  now  w i t h  t he  Texas  Depa r tnen t  o f

Hea l t h  i n  Hous ton .  And  t hose  have  been  good  peop le .  And  we

worked  w i t h  t hen  ve ry  we l l  i n  a  who le  hos t  o f  i s sues .  And  I

n i gh t  add  t ha t  we  have  ve ry  exce l l en t  co rnnun i ca t i ons  and  ve ry

exce l l en t  r e l a t i onsh ips  w i t h  ou r  coun te rpa r t  i n  Jua rez ,  t co

and  a t  t he  S ta te  1eve1 .  We  have  exceL len t  comnun i . ea t i ons .  I t ' s

r ea1 I y ,  r ea l l y  de l i gh t f u l  t o  see .  Yeah ,  i t  r ea l l y  i s .  I t ' s  a

b ig  p l us  f o r  E I  Paso  beeause  we  need  t o  know  wha t ' s  go ing  on  ove r

t he re ,  and  t hey ,  f r ank l y ,  need  t o  know  wha t ' s  go ing  on  Dve r  he re .

So  t ha t  l i ne  o f  comnun i ca t i on  i s  a lways  open .  I L ' s  WeCnesday ,

t oday ,  and  on  Monday  we  spen t  a l l  mo rn ing  i n  Jua rez  go i - ng  ove r  a

w h o l e  h o s t  o f  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  w e  s h a r e ,  f r o n  c h o l e r a  t o

o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  a n d  a l l  n a n n e r  o f  v i o l e n t  t r a u r n a t i c  d e a t h s

a n d  a  w h o l e  h o s t  o f  t h i n g s .  S o  w e  r e a l l y  - - - r e a l l y  w o r h  t o g e t h e r

q u i t e  w e I l .

A Ge t t i ng  back  t o  h i s t o r y ,  t he re  a re  two  t h i ngs  t ha t  I  can ' t

f i nd  a  ques t i on  t o .  One  i s ,  d i d  t he  C i t y r /Coun ty  eve r  have  a

hea l t h  un i t  i n  t he  j a i l ?

I t  was  nex t  t o  t he  j a i l .

Nex t  t o  t he  j a i l ?

A  Yes .  Nex t  t o  t he  j a i 1 .  I t ' s  whe re  - -  t he  j a i l

t he  E l  Paso  Po l i ce  Depa r tnen t  down town  pa r l t i ng  ga raE le

and

was  whe re

i ^
i . D  l l r J w ,

J L

A The  o1d  one  o r  t he  new  one?



A The  o ld  one .  And  t ha t  was  t he  o l d  po l i ee  headqua r te r s  and

ia i l  a  l ong ,  i n t e res t i ng  s to r y  abou t  t ha t .  And  r i gh t  nex t  t o

i t  w i t h  t he  hea l t h  depa r t r nen t .  I t  was  abou t  t h ree  s to r i es  t a l L

and  a  ve ry  na r ro r ^ r  bu  i  l d  i ng .  And  ,  o f  cou rse ,  t hey  ou tg rew  tha t

ve ry  hu r r i ed l y ,  and  t hen  t hey  wen t  t ook  t he  hea l t h  depa r t r : en t

t o  t he  o l d  l i b ra r y  bu i l d i ng  t he  o l d  Ca rneg ie  L i b ra r y

Bu i l d i nE l ,  wh i ch  i s  on  t he  cc rne r  o f  F rank l i n  and  0 regon  S t ree t s ,

and  t ha t  t he  new  l i b ra r y  i s  t he re  now .  And  t he  who le  o l d

l i b ra r y  was  used  as  a  hea l t h  depa r tmen t  f o r  many  yea rs  be fo re  we

cu r ren t l y  u roved  he re  i n  1968  - -  wh i ch  i s  a t  222  Sou th  Canpbe l_ l -

S t  r a p t

A Now,  a t  one  t i ne  d  i d  t hey  have  c l i n i cs  do r ^ rn  i n  t he  basen :en t

o f  L i be r t y  Ha11?

A  Tha t ,  I  can ' t  r enenbe r ,  bu t  t hey  had  e l i n i cs  i n  t , he  basenen t

o f  t he  o  I d  l  i b ra r y  because  I  used  t o  ho  l - d  t hen  t ube rcu  I os  i s

c l i n i cs  f  o r  ch i l d ren .  We  wou ld  t r ea t  oh  ny  nany ,  ma l t y ,

nany ,  many  ch i l d ren  w i t h  t ube rcu los i s .

A  Sone  o f  t he  e l de r l y  schoo l  nu rses  t ha t  I  i n t e r v i ewed  sa id

tha t  t , hey  had  a  f  ew  e l i n i cs  down  i n  t he  basen ren t  o f  L i be r t y .

A  Ce r ta i n l y  cou ld  be .  Tha t  was  an  o l d  s t r uc tu re ,  o f  cou rse ,

and  i t  ce r t a i n l y  cou ld  be ,  bu t  I  don ' t  r enenbe r  t ha t .

A  Wh i l e  we ' r e  spea l t i ng  abou t  L i be r t y  Ha l1 ,  I  hea rd  a  rumor

o r  a  s to r y  t ha t  du r i ng  t he  wa r  be fo re  t he  Tu rne r  Hone  be ionE ied

to  t he  Med i ca l  Soe ie t y  t ha t  t hey  s to red  a l l  o f  t he  reco rds  c f

t he  E l  Paso  Coun ty  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y  i n  t he  basenen t  o f  L rbe r t y

Ha I1  and  t hey ' ve  neve r  been  ab le  t o  f i nd  t hem s ince .
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A WeI l ,  t ha t  nay  we l l  be  t r ue .  I ' u r  i n t e res ted  i n  t ha t  f r om a

h i s to r i ca l  po in t  o f  v i ew .  I  ce r t a i n l y  wou ld  l ove  t o  v i s i t  sone

o f  t hose  o l d  r eco rds ,  bu t  I  have  no t  seen  t hen .  And  t he  reco rds

we  pu rge  ou r  r eco rds  he re .  Un fo r t una te l y ,  we  have  t o  do  t ha t , .

Requ i remen ts  o f  space  demand  t ha t  we  do  t ha t ,  so  we  pu rge  ou r

reco rds  eve ry  f ew  yea rs  o r  so .

A  Do  you  no t  pu t  t hen  on  n i c ro f i l n?

A  No .  We ' re  go ing  t o  s ta r t  t ha t  i n  t he  f u tu re  pu t t i ng  scne

o f  ou r  r eeo rds  on  f i lm  bu t  nnos t  o f  ad rn i - n i s t r a t i ve  reco rds  r ^ re

dcn ' t  keep  because  r ^ re  don ' t  have  t he  space  t o  keep  t henn  i n ,  r . r h i eh

i s  un fo r t una te  because  a  l o t  o f  h i s t o r y  E loes  o r  hea l t h  h i s t c r y

goes  wande r i ng  o f f  i n t o  t he  ga rbage  can  o r  t he  i nc i ne ra to r  o r

sone th i ng  l i ke  t ha t .

A  We1 l ,  I ' ve  t aken  a n €  r r ^ i i t s  . F  i  n sv !  J v q !  u r s e ,

say?

Can  you  t h i n l t  o f

any th i ng  e l se  you 'd  l i ke

A  0h ,  gosh .  I t ' s  been  a  p l easu re .  E I  Paso  i s ,  i n  t h i s

cu r ren t  t i ne  i n  1991  i s  i n  a  g row ing  phase .  I t ' s  a

wonde r fu l -  t own  w i t h  a  1o t  o f  wonde r fu l  peop le ,  and  I  j us t  hope  i t

con t i nues  t o  € row  i n  a  nean ing fu l  nanne r  t ha t  u r y  g randch i l d ren

t t i l l  en j oy  as  nuch  as  f  have  en joyed  i t  a  t e r r i f i c  amoun t  o f

good  f o l ks  t ha t  a re  do ing  l o t s  o f  good  t h i ngs ,  and  we  do  t hen :

l o t

t o

w i t h  ve ry  l i t t l e

A  Tha t ' s  f o r su re

A  I { e  do  t he rn  w i t h  ve ry  l i t t l e ,

i t  be t t e r .  t r { e  app rec ia te  i l  no re

i n  Hous ton .  I  spen t  a  yea r  o r  so

and  ,  you  know,  maybe  tha t  rnakes

Bu t  I  spen t  a  nunbe r  o f  yea rs

in +.he arny away,  and i t  was



a lways  an  abso lu te  p l easu re  t o  ge t  back

own  k i nd  o f  beau ty ,  and  I  hope  t ha t  i t

l - ove  t o  l ook  a t  ou r  noun ta i ns  when  t he

se t s .  Ve ry  f ew  p laces  i n  t he  wo r l d  I ' d

A  Me ,  t oo .  A  t r ue  sou thwes te rne r .

i n t e r v i ew  today .  Thank  you  ve ry  nuch .

t o  E l  Paso .  I t ' s  go t  i t s

neve r  goes  away  .  I  s t  i  1 l -

sun  r i ses  and  t he  sun

ra the r  be .

We I1 ,  t h i s  eone ludes  ou r

A  Th i s  i s  a  pos t sc r i p t  on  D r .  N i ckey .

A  } { e  we re  t a l k i ng  abou t  t ube rcu los i s .  And  when  I  f  i r s t  ca :ne

back  t o  E l  Paso  i n  t he  a rmy  i n  1959 ,  I  was  asked  by  a  coup le  o f

doc to r s  i f  I  wou ld  he lp  t ake  ca re  o f  t he  ch i l d ren  w i t h

tube rcuLos i s  he re  i n  E l  Paso  Coun ty .  And  I  sa i d ,  "Yes . "  And

I ' ve  been  t ak i ng  ca re  o f  t he rn  eve r  s i nce .  I  can  renember  t he  o1d

tube rcu los i s  wa rd  a t  R .E .  Thomason  Hosp i t a l ,  wh i ch  was  t hen  t he

E I  Paso  C i t y , /Coun ty  - - o r  r a the r  t he  E l  Paso  C i t y r /Coun ty  Hos ip ta l

t  had  27  ch i l d ren  hosp i t a l i zed  w i t h  seve re  f o rns  o f  t ube reu l - os i s

( e n d  o f  t a p e )
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