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Th i s  i s  H .  D .  Ga r re t t ,  p repa r i ng  t o  have  an  i n te r v i ew  w i l h

Robe r t  Homan ,  J r . ,  a  d i s t i ngu i shed  phys ie i an  o f  E I  Paso  Coun ty

Med i ca l  Soc ie t y .  I n  p repa r i ng  f o r  t h i s  d i seuss ion  w i t h

Dr  .  H r - , nan ,  I  i ^Tan t  t o  g i ve  a  l i t t l e  baekg round  so  t ha t  you  wou ld

unde rs tand  abou t  t he  Honan  f am i l y  a  I i t t l e  be t t e r .

D r .  Honan  comes  f r onn  a  ve ry  d i s t i ngu i shed  f an i l y  o f

p ro fess iona l  peop le .  H i s  f a the r ,  R .  B .  Honan ,  S r . ,  was  t he

o ldes t  o f  12  ch i l d ren  e i gh t  boys  and  f ou r  g i r Ls .  He  came  to

E1  Paso  i n  1907 .

Be fo re  t ha t ,  he  had  rece i ved  h i s  M .D .  deg ree  a t  Ga l ves t cn  a t

t he  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Texas  Hed i ca l  B ranch  i n  1897 .  He  p rac t i ced

f i r s t  i n  M id l and  and  l a te r  i n  Co lo rado  C i t y ,  whe re  he  deve loped

tube rcu los i s .  And  f o r  t h i s  r eason  he  moved  t o  E I  Paso  t o  r ega i i i

h i s  hea l t h .

I n  1910 ,  D r .  Honan ,  S r .  l eased  an  ex i s t i ng  med i ca l  f ac i l i t y

o l ' r  G randv iew  S t ree t ,  l a t e r  known  to  E1  Pasoans  as  Sa in t  Josep i r ' s

Sana* ,o r i un ,  and  began  ope ra t i on  c f  t he  Homan  Sana tc r i un  p r i r na r i  l - y

f o r  t he  ca re  o f  t ube rcu la r  pa t i en t s .  Jo i n i ng  i n  t he  nanagenen t

o f  t he  hosp i t a l  t o  se rve  as  adm in i s t r a to r  was  John  C .  C r imnon ,  a

den t i s t  who  had  come  to  E1  Paso ,  a l so ,  because  o f  t ube rcu los i s .

Tode lhe r .  doc lo r s  Homan  and  C r immon  n ra in ta !ned  t h i s  hosp i t a l-  v 6 v  v . r v r  t

un t i l  1925  a t  wh ieh  t i n re  t he i r  new  hosp i t a l ,  wh i ch  we  noe r  know  as

Sou thwes te rn  Gene ra l  Hosp i t a I ,  was  opened ,  and  t he i r  p rae t ' i ce  was



Paso  phys i c i an .

The re  a re  seve ra l  Honan  b ro the rs ,  bu l  i  - . q i l l _  on l y  d i scuss

the  f  e l l - as  who  we re  i n  t he  med i ca l  p ro f  ess ion ,  w i t h  t he  excep t i o : i

o f  ca rL ton ,  s r .  ca r l t on  Homan ,  s r .  was  a  den t i s t  who  p rac t i cec

he re  f o r  nany  yea rs  and  had  a  son ,  Ca r l - t on  Honan .  J r . ,  whon  E l

Pasoans  a re  qu i t e  f an i i j - a r  w i t h .

Ano the r  b ro the r  o f  R .  B .  Honan ,  S r .  r ^ ras  Ra1ph .  Ra lph  se rveC

as  t he  i n  t he  i n fan t r y  o f  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes  A rmy  i n  Wor l d  l o i a r

I .  He  l a te r  g radua ted  as  an  M .D .  i n  1924  f r on  t he  U i r i ve r s i t y  , : f

Texas ,  Hed i ca l  B ranch .  Ra lph  j o i ned  R .  B .  Homan ,  S r .  and

p rac t i ced ,  p r i na r i l y  r e l a ted  t o  d i seases  o f  t he  ehes t .  A f t e r

se rv i ng  i n  t he  U .S .  Navy  i n  Wor Id  [ i a r  I I ,  Ra I f  h  t ook  spec iaJ -

f . r . n i n i - r ; r  i n  n n r d i n l n s v  n n d  l i m i t e d  h i s  D r d r . _ - i i - c e  t o  t h i se ! 4 4 . r - . r 5  4 v 4 v t J J  4 r . s  t s

spec  i a i t y  ,

R .  B . ,  S r .  d i ed  i n  t he  ea r l y  1940 ' s ,  l eav ing  an  ex tens i ve

t rans fe r red .

I n  1915 ,  t l i 11 i e  S i r us  Sm i th ,  M

p rac t  i eed  re i t h  R .  B  .  Homan ,  S r  .  ,  and

Homan  gL r  i - s ,  Sa11y ,  and  t hey  beca ine

who  l a te r  na r r i ed  James  J .  Ga rnan .

.D . ,  became  assoc ia ted  and

Sn i t h  mar r i ed  one  o f  t he

n o * ^ ^ * . -  ^ F  ^  A ^ , , r c I .  . | - . - *  h l  . - .  1 ' l
Y . l , r C l l U S  U I  C l ,  L , t d L l E ,  l l L Y i ,  l t c a I ,

M  n  q n n i h e r  n r n m i n e n i -  t r ' l
r  5  v ' ! '

.  B .  H o m a n . .  J l

in L.972 srrci

' l  
^ . , ^ . J . 1  r l i  + - '

J - i J I  d . \ J U  \ y I  L Y ,

T T n ' i  r r e r q i  t r r  r - r f
J  ! -

a t t ended  t he

med i ca l  p rac t i ce  t o  be  na in ta i ned  by  Ra ip i r  and  R

Th i s  p rac t i ce  was  ca r r i ed  on  un t i l  Ra lph . s  dea . i h

Bob ' s  r e t i r ene r r t  i n  1979 ,  due  t o  poo r  hea l t h .

Robe r t  B .  Homan ,  J r .  was  bo rn  i n  1904  i n  Co

Texa .s .  I r r  1930  he  g raCua ted  as  an  M .  D .  f  r on  t he

Te : . l as  Mec i  i ca l  B ranch  i n  Ga l ves ton ,  a f  t e r  hav inE i



Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas  i n  Aus t i n  whe re  he  was  a  E renbe r  o f  t he

va rs i t y  f  oo tba l l  t ean .  Bob ,  ds  r ^ re  a l l  know  h im ,  i n t e rned  a t  t he

C i t y , /Coun ty  Hosp i t a l  i n  San  F ranc i sco  and  re tu rned  i n  1931  t o

j o i n  h i s  f a the r  and  Unc le  Ra lph  i . n  p rac t i ce .

La te r ,  i n  1938 ,  Bob  t ook  spee ia l  su rE l i ca l  t r a i n i ng  i n

tho rac i c  su rge ry  a t  Cook  Coun ty  Hosp i t a l  i n  Ch i cago .

Hav i r r g  se rved  p r i na r i l y  as  a  sana to r i un  f o r  t he  ca re  o f

t ube rcu la r  pa t i en t s  s i nce  i t s  open ing  i n  1925 ,  Sou thwes te rn

Gene ra l  Hosp  i t a l  r ^ ras  conve r ted  l a te r  t o  a  gene ra l  hosp  i t a l  f  o r

ca re  o f  a l l  t ypes  o f  pa t i en t s .  La te r  on ,  a  f ou r t h  f l oo r  o f  t he

hosp i t a l  was  conp le ted  t o  house  obs te t r i ea l  pa t i en t s  and  nee ib r , , r i - i

bab ies .  Th i s  med i ca l  i ns t i t u t i on  ope ra ted  unde r  t he  owne rsh ip  o f

t he  Honan , /C r i nnon  f am i l y  un t i l  i t s  sa le  i n  t 972  t o  Medenco .

I n  add i t i on  t o  t he i r  unnumbered  ac t i ' , r i t i e s ,  t he  f  an i i y

members  i n  t he  p ro fess ions  exce l l ed  i n  p rae t i ce  and  i n

p ro fess ionaL  soe ie t i es .  Each  o f  t he  Homan  H .D .s  has  se rved  as

p res iden t  o f  t he  E1  Paso  Coun ty  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y ,  and  Ca r l t on ,  S l

se rved  as  p res iden t  o f  E1  Paso  Den ta l  Soc ie t y .

The  Honan  f  a rn i  I y  l ooked  ou t  f  o r  each  o the r  .  As  one

succeeded ,  he  he lped  t hose  t ha t  came  a long  beh ind  h im ,  see ing  t o

i t  t ha t  t hey  go t  t he i r  max inum o f  educa t i on  t ha t  t hey  des i r ed  l o

have ,  and  t h i s  i s  r espons ib l e  f o r  so  nany  p ro fess iona l  and  we l l -

educa ted  peop le  i n  t he i r  f an i l y .

No tab le  amonE f  Honan  con t r i bu t i ons  a re  t hose  nade  by

Robe r t  B .  Homan ,  J r .  As  a  pe rson  endowed  by  b i r t h  and  eduea t i on

w i t h  t he  necessa ry  qua l i t i e s ,  he  beeame  one  o f  t he  mos t  p rom inen t



l - eade rs  o f  o rgan i zed  med i c i - ne .  A f  t e r  hav ing  se rved  many  yea rs  as

de l -ega te  f r om the  l oca I  ned i ca l  soe ie t y  t o  t he  Texas  | ' i ed i ca l

Assoc ia t i on ,  he  was  e l ec ted  t he  f i r s t  Speake r  o f  t he  House  o f

De lega tes  t o  t he  Texas  Med iea l  Assoc ia t i on .  He  se rved  s { i

adm i rab l y  i n  t h i s  t ask  t ha t  he  was  re -e l ec ted  f o r  f i . . r e  yea rs

un t i l  he  re l i nqu i shed  t h i s  j ob  a t  h i s  own  reques t  t o  a l l o r ^ r  o t i r e r s

to  sha re  t he  respons ib i l i t y .  H i s  ou t s tand ing  ab i l i f - y  t o  sF .eL i . i r

and  ca r r y  t he  ba l l  so  we l l  p l aced  h i n  i n  t he  ro l e  o f  cha i r nan  o f

t he  de lega t i on  f r om the  Texas  Hed i ca l  Assoc ia t i on  t o  t he  House  o f

De lega tes  o f  t he  Amer i can  Med i ca l  Assoc ia t i on ,  aga r -n  con t r i bu : i ng

g rea t l y  t o  t he  advancemen t  o f  o rgan i zed  med i c i ne .  Due  t o  i 11

hea l t h  i n  1954 ,  he  was  f o reed  t o  r es i gn  t h i s  pos i t i on .  As  a

menbe r  o f  t he  K iwan i s  C iub  and  as  one  i n ten t l v  i n t e res ted  i n

a th l e+ - i cs ,  i n  1937  Bob  assuned  cha i rnansh ip  o f  t he  9e lec t i on

conn j - t t ee  t o  chose  t , he  f oo tba l l  t eams  i o  compe te  annua l - I y  i n  t

Sun  Bow l .  He  se rved  i n  t h i s  t ask  10  yea i s .  as  we i l  as  se rv : i r g

the  p res iden i  o f  t he  Sun  Ca rn i va l  i n  1g4 i l  and  1941 .

So  t h i s  i s  a  b r i e f  r ev i ew  o f  t h i s  ou t s tand ing  f am i l y .  a r l c  I

have  rev i ewed  on l y  t he  p ro fess i cna l  pecp le .  Bu t  t he  o the r

nembers  o f  t he  f am i l y  a re  equa l l y  ou t s tand ing  i - n  l he i r  capac i t y

o f  f am i l y  peop l -e  and  o the r  bus inesses .  Those  o f  us  who  have  been

fc r t una te  enough  t o  know  a1 l -  o r  pa r t  o f  t h i s  f am i l y  have  i ndeed

h e + n  n r i v i l e o e d .

! i g

4.1

Be fo re  I  t a l k  t o  D r .  Homan ,

to  D r .  Honan ' s  pas t .  I n  i 942  I  - i

{ , r , . i o + "  F n r r i n a  i r r o }  S i F i - h 6 r l  m \ tL r ! U a q L y ,  T I d V I I I E ;  J U J L  I a t l J - S l l g U  i l r y

I  w a n t  t o  t e l i  a  s t o r y  r e l a l i n g

o i n e d  t h e  E 1  P a s o  C o u n t y  M e d j - c a l

i n t e r n s h i p  a t  t h e  o l d  E l  P a s o



C t L y / C o u n t y  H o s p i t a l ,  a n d  c a n e  i n t o  t h e  S o c i e t y  a l l  b r i g h t - e y e d

a n d  r e a d y  t o  u r e e t  f i n e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e o p l e  a n d  t o  s e e  t h e  p e o p l e

t h a t  I ' d  b e e n  t o l d  a b o u t  i n  m e d i c a l  s e h o o l  w h o  w e r e  s o

outs tand ing  in  the i r  work .

The  f  i r s t  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y  r nee t i ng  wh ieh  I  a t t ended  r ^ ras  one

a t  wh i ch  D r .  Bob  Homan  p resen ted  a  pape r  on  seve ra l  su rg i ca l

r l ases  tho rac ie  su rg i r l i a l  cases  t , ha t  he  had  pe r fo rne r -1  .  And

a f t e r  he  had  f i n i shed  g i v i n€  h i s  pape r ,  t he  cha i rnan  ca l l ed  f o r

d i seuss ion ,  and  D r .  Jesson  S towe ,  who  was  Bob ' s  c l oses t  f r i . end

and  I  d i d  no t  know  Dr .  S towe  a t  t , h i s  t i ne  D r .  S to l e  go t  up  and

sa id ,  Ves ,  he  wouLd  l i ke  t o  d i scuss  t he  case .  He  wen t  on  t o  t e11

abou t  how  modes t  D r  .  F l oman  r ^ ras ,  t ha t  he  d i dn ' t  r ea l l y  wan t  t o

b rag  abou t  how  we l l  h i s  pa t i en t  had  done  f o l l ow ing  t he  wo rk  t ha t

he ' d  done  on  h i n ,  and  t ha t  he  had  t aken  t he  I i be r t y ,  h i n : se1 f  ,  o f

ask ing  one  o f  t he  pa t i en t s  o f  D r .  Homan  to  cone  and  g i ve  a

pe rsona l  t es t imon ia l  as  t o  how  we l l  t he  su rge ry  had  t u rned  ou t .

A l  t h i s  t i ne  D r .  S to r . r e  asked  pe rn i ss i on  f  r om the  cha i rman

fo r  t h i s  pe rson  t o  be  b rough t  i n ,  anc i  t he  cha i rman  g ran te i

pe rm iss i on .  And  D r .  S towe  s i gna l l ed  t o  so rneone  i n  t he  bach  who

opened  t he  doo r  back  t he re ,  and  two  peop le  f r on  t he  l oca l  f une ra l

home  whee led  i n  a  caske t .

' * { e11 ,  o f  cou rse ,  t h i s  e rea ted  qu i t e  a  b i t  o f  chaos  and

laugh te r .  Bu t  f ,  as  a  f l edg l i ng  M .D .  and  one  who  expec ted  g rea t

t h i ngs  o f  t hese  g rea t  doe to r s  w i t h  whon  f  was  becon r i ng

assoc ia ted ,  was  ac tua l l y  se t  E ray  back .  And  I  j us t  wonde red  wha t

k i nd  o f  an  ou t f i l  I ' d  r ea l l y  go t t en  i n to .  l { e l 1 ,  I ' ve  en joyed



be ing  i n  t h i s  ou t f i t ,  bu t  i t  ce r t a i nLy  was  an  i n i t i a i  su rp r i se ,

' l - , r  h a r i ^  ' - . i  l LL U  u e g r n  w I L n ,  a n y w a y .

A s  I  b e g i n  t o  t a l k  t o  D r .  H o m a n ,  f  w a n t  t o  t e i l  y o u  t h a t

t h i s  w i l l  b e  a  b r i e f  i n t e r v i e e r  b e c a u s e  D r .  H o m a n ,  w h o  u s e d  t o

h a v e  l o t s  o f  w i n d  i n  h i s  c o m p r e s s o r ,  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  a  l e a k  i n  h i s

c o n p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  a n d  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  n u c h  p i z a z z

l e f  t .  S o  h e  d o e s n ' t  f  e e l  l i k e  t a l k i n g  a t  g r e a t  l - e n g t h s  a b o u t

a n y t - h i n g .  W e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  d i s c u s s ,  b r i e f l y ,  a  f e w  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s

s e r v i e e  t o  o r g a n i z e d  m e d i c i - n e .  A n c i  f  w a n t  t o  r e p e a r .  b e f  o r e  w e

b e g : n ,  w h a t  a  g r e a t  s e r v i c e  h e  h a s  r e r r c i e r e d  t o  h i s  p a t i e n t s ,  b o t : - .

a s  f  r i e n d  a n d  p h y s i c i a n .  A n d  h e  i s  l o v e d  b y  m a n y ,  n a n y  p e o p l - e  t i i

t h : - s  c i t y  a n d  i s  n o s t  h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  b y  h i s  f e l l o w  p h y s i c i a n s .

T h i s  r e c o r d i n g  i s  m a d e  o n  S e p t e n b e r  t h e  1 E i h ,  1 9 3 0 ,  i n  t h e

h o r r e  o f  D r .  H o n a n .

A  I n  t h e  b r i e f  r e v i e w  t h a t  I  g a v e  o f  t h e  H o n a n  f a m i l - y I  d i . c

n c t  n e n i i o n  t h a t  D r H c n a n  n a r r i e d  C e c i l  i n  1 9 3 : i  t h a t

c D : r e c t ,  i s n ' t  i t and  t ha t  t he  i r  daugh te r  ,  A l -  i ce  . l ane  ,  was

bc rn  i n  1934 .  A .  J .  ,  as  eve rybody  ca l l s  he r ,  i s  Bob ' s  a rns  an ' l

l e g s  a n d  b r a i n  a n d  w i n d  a n d  v o i c e  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  t h e s e  d a y s

W i i h o u i  A .  J . ,  h e ' d  b e  p r e t t y  n n u e h  o f  a  l o n e r ,  a . s  i t  i s .  W h a t

w e  r e  g o i n g  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  h e r e  a  l i t t l e  b i t  D r .  H c m a n  a n d  h  j . s

f a i l i e r  b o t h  a t t e n d e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  M e d i c a l  B r a n e h  i n

G a l - v e s t o n  o f  e o u r s e ,  a t  d i f  f  e r e n t  t , i m e s  .  B u t  i n t e r e s t i n g i y

- - n o u g h ,  y o u  h a d  s o m e  o f  t h e  s a m e  t e a c h e r s  b o t h  o f  y o u  h a d  t h e



sane  t eache rs ,  and  I ' d  l i ke  you  t o  t e11  us  a  I i t t l e  b i t  abou t

so rne  o f  t he  t eache rs  you  had  t ha t  you r  f a the r  sha red  and

a l so  o the r  i ns t r uc t i on  down  the re .

A You want  ne  to  ta l k  noer?  The  Un ivers i t y  o f  Texas  Med iea l

Branch  was  opened ,  and  t ha t  was  bu i l t  i n  1891 .  And  ny  f a the r

g radua ted  t he re  i n  1897 .  The  Un i ve rs i t y  was  s ta r t ed  by  sone

d r . . i c t o r s  who  d idn ' t  know  wha t  t hey  we re  do ing .  Bu t  i n  t he  yea rs ,

i t  came  a lonE l .  Sone  Canad ian  doc to r s  f r om Eng land  wou ld  come  l o

Canada  f o r  v i s i t s  and  cone  t o  t he  Po r t  o f  Ga l ves ton ,  and  t hey

k ind  o f  f e l l  i n  l ove  w i t h  t he  p l ace .  And  t hey  t ook  ove r  t he

schoo l .  D r .  Thompson  was  a  su rgeon  an  ex t rene l y  f i ne  su rgeon

who  d id  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  wo rk  on  ha re l i p .  And  h i s  eompad re  was

Dr .  K ie I l e r .  K ie I l e r  was  an  a tom is t  and  was  pa r t i cu l a r l y

i n te res ted  i n  t he  ana tony  o f  t he  b ra i n  and  t he  sp ina l  co l u r rn  and

d id  g rea t  d raw ings  and  was  one  o f  t he  nen  who  u rade  psych ia t r y

son :e th i ng  good .  The  schoo l ,  o f  cou rse ,  becane  ex t rene l y  f i ne  and

he  used  t o  t each  t he re  a  nunbe r  o f  yea rs .

I n  1926  I  g radua ted  a t  t he  Un i ve rs i t y  and  cane  and  was

accep ted  a t  t he  Med i ca l  B ranch  and  g radua ted  i n  1930 .  Bo t i r  o f

t hese  doc to r s  we re  s t i l 1  a l i ve ,  and  bo th  o f  t hem d ied  t he  l as t

yea r  t ha t  I  was  i n  t he  Un i ve rs i t y .  They  we re  ex t , r ene l y

i n te res t i ng  and  ded i ca ted  t o  med i c i ne  and  a l l  o f  i t s  f aee t s .

A  D id  D r .  S ing le ton  d i d  he  cone  w i t h  D r .  Tho rnpson?  Tha t

i s ,  d i d  he  s tudy  some  wo rk  w i t h  h im?

A  Yes .  D r .  S ing le ton  was  t he  ch ie f  ass i s t an t  a t

h i s  dea th  and  was  an  ex t rene l y  i n t e res t i ng  man ,  t oo

t h e  t i i n e  o f

He was r , /e ry



we l l  t hough t  o f .

A  The  l egacy  o f  K ie l l e r  i n  ana tomy  i s  unsu rpassed  i n  t he

n e n o r y  o f  a n y o n e  w h o  e v e r  w e n t  L o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  M e d i c a l

Branch .  A f t e r  K ie l 1e r ,  D r .  Kn igh t  came  a long .  And  D r .  Kn igh t

had  been  an  ass i s tan t  t o  D r .  K ie l l e r  when  I  was  a  s tuden t  t ha t

was  beg inn ing  o f  1937  D r .  Kn igh t  had  t aken  ove r .  A r i d  t he

bu  i  I d  i ng  i n  wh ieh  wh i ch  was  a  re  l a t  i ve  l y *  ne l r  bu  i  l -C : . r r g  i n

1937  t he  bu i l d i ng  was  named  f  o r  D r .  K ieJ . l e r ,  i n t e res t i ng l y

enouE ih ,  because  he  'was  so  reve red  h i s  r neno ry  was  so  reve red

the re .  0 f  cou rse ,  t he re  we re  nany  o the r  t eache rs  o f  was  D r  .

Schwab  i n  ca rd io l ogy  was  he  a  c l assma te  o f  you l . s  o r  cone  a l cng

abou t  - -

A  H e  r ^ r a s  i n  n y  f r a t e r n i t y  a n d  h e  r l a s  a  y e a r  h e  w a s  a  j u n i o l '

w h e n  I  w a s  a  f r e s h n a n .

A I  go t  t , o  kncw  Dr .  Schwab  ve ry  we l l  i n  L340  when  i  was  a

ex te rn  ove r  a t  Sa in t  Ma ry ' s  Hosp i t a l .  He  was  one  o f  f i nes t

i ns t r uc to r s  and  f  i nes t  gen 'u l - enan  t ha t ,  I  kne r ^ r  i n  GaLves ton .

A  Yes ,  s i r  .  He  ce r t a i n l y  was .  He  was  a  f  i ne  f  e l - l cw .

A  And I t h

+ l - - r  ^ , - l
L  r i d ,  L  y  u u  d . l l L l

he re .  l l l e ' 11

no ld .  Bu t  we

;  +  - F + ^L U ,  4 i  L g r  y u u

Lg32  i ha t

a b o u t  w a s

A  Y e s .

i n k  t ha i  he  rep resen t -ed  t he  ca l i be r  o f  phys l c i an=

I  knew  as  t eache rs .  l n t r e ' 1 I  ge t  a  I i * , t 1e  f  u r t he r  oD ,

ge t  t o  one  f e l l ow  who  d idn ' t  qu i t e  f i t  up  i n to  t he

' 11  pu t  t ha t  as i de  f o r  t he  nonen t .  As  I  unde rs tand

had  been  i n  p rae t i ce  i n  E I  Paso  f o r  say  f r om

you  dec ided  t o  t ake  sone  pos t  g radua te  s tud ies

i t  l a q a  I L a * y o u



Te11  us  abou t  you r  pos t  g radua te  s tud ies .

We11 ,  oV  f a the r  bu i l t  a  and  spec ia l i zed  i n  t he  t r ea tmen t

of  tubercu los is  and  bu i l t  a  sana to r ium.  He  s ta r ted  in  1910 ,  and

in  L924  he  t r ied  to  buy  the  o ld  Sa in t  Joseph 's  Sana to r ium,  bu t

t he  p r i ce  was  r i d i cu l ous .  He  had  added  on  t o  i t  and  added  abou t

70  beds  h i r nse l f  .  So  he  and  D r .  C r i nmon  t hey  had  a

de i - r t  i s t  D r  .  John  C  .  C r  imnon  f  r on  New 0 r  l eans  t he  son  o f  t he

fede ra l  j udge  i n  New 0 r l eans  came  ou t  w i t h  t ube rcu los i s  and

reeove red  ve ry  sho r t l y  and  mar r i ed  h i s  nu rse  a  nu rse  who

workeC  a t  t he  hosp i t a l - .  They  re tu rned  t o  New OrLeans  and  d i dn ' t

l i ke  i . t  and  eane  back  and  bouEh t  t he  i n te res t  o f  a  nan  whose  dad

h a d  b e e n  e m p l o y e c i  a s  a n  a s s i s t a n t h e  w a s  n o t  a  d o c t o r .  H e

was  a  nanage r .  D r .  C r i nmon  and  D r .  Homan  shook  hands ,  and  t ha t

was  t he i r  eonnec t i on  un t i l  D r .  C r imnon  d ied  i n  I ' 11  have  t o

th i n i r  abou t  t ha t  a  wh i l e .  Anyway ,  he  d i ed  sudden l y  and  a f t e r  he

had  conve r ted  t he  i ns t i t u t i on  i n to  a  gene ra l  hosp i t a l .  Tha t

wou ld  be  i n  1938 ,  he  d i ed  naybe  1939 .  The  hosp i t a l  was

eonve r ted  i n  1937  and  ope ra ted  as  Sou thwes te rn  Gene ra l  Hosp i t a l .

I  t ook  a  eou rse  i n  su rge ry  i n  Cook  Coun ty  i n  su rg i i ca l

t echn ique  and  so  f o r t h ,  s i nce  I  hadn ' t  been  do ing  i t  excep t  as  an

ass i sLan t  t o  va r i ous  doc to r s  i n  E I  Paso .  And  I  eon t i nued  a t  t he

hosp i t a l  un t i L  L972  when  we  so ld  i t  t o  Hedenco  I nco rpo ra ted .  I s

t ha t  enough?

A  As  I  unde rs tand  i t ,  you r  t ho rac ie  su rge ry  i n  add i t l on  t o

gene ra l  su rg i ca l  p roeedu res  was  enhaneed  so  n ruch  du r i ng  t l l o r l d

War  I I  w i t h  t he  advances  o f  anes thes io l ogy  and  w i t h  t he  adven t  o f



su l f an i l am ides ,  pe f l i c i l l i n  and  l a te r

an t i b i o t i c s  t ha t  had  ehanged  t he  p i c

co  r r ec  t  ?

a  b road

I  t I  P O  i r l m n
v  v  . r . F

spee t run  o f

' r ^ + ^ 1 . , .  . i - .  + h ^ +
l - g L c J - y ,  f >  L l l d L

lol

That

You

n e r t  n - i  n ' l  v  i  q
v v a  e $ - . . 4 J

^ ^ " 1 n  d ^  r h i n a o  
' l a + a >  

+ l - ' a r .u u u  a u  u u  u r r l l l E >  r a  L c J .  L l l d -  L

s & y ,  w h e n  y o u  t o o k  y o u r

' s  r  i  E h i  .  Y n r l  r a n  i n t o  i nH  -  - 5 . .  e  '

open  t he  ches t  o r  even

t r ^ , r  . r ^ r r l r l  n 6 r r F r  h q r r p  f h ' r r r 6 - h iy u u  w u u a u  I l g v 9 r  r l 4 v 9  u r r u u 6 - - -

+ - - i - . i ^ + 9
u r d r l r a l t B :

F o n f  i n n  6 \ r a t s r r  # i n a  o n . ' , 1L E U L J - U t r  s v E l .  y  L I l i l C  I  i l l l ( J  y U L .

5 ; . r - A q f  q t r - n F e a  t l i f  h a r r f  4 r * : i - :
E , r u 4 L  r q e 9 9 r J  W a L I l U t l L  t s i c ; L  - . , j - i i :

n f  d n i n o

A Tha t

cou ld  no t

i n fec t i on

n

A We1 l ,  t h i s  i s  one  o f  t he  sp in -o f  f  s  o f  r ^ ra r  t ha t  o f  eou rse ,

I ned i c i ne  p ro f i t s  f r om wa r  whe re  o the r  peop le  don ' t .  t r t i e  dcn ' t

en joy  p ro f i t r ng  f r om wa r ,  bu t  nany ,  many  advances  have  been

' l  
^ - r , - . ^ . - t ^ - re  l ea rned  i n  l c t r o r I d  ] da r  I I .  And  t hen  a f t e r  t hese

improvemen ts  i n  p rocedu res  t ha t  you  cou ld  do  o f  cou rse  yo ' - t :

mo rb iC i t y  and  no r t a l i t y  was  g ree t l y  changed  i n  t he  by  t h i s

t i n : e  t ube rcu los i s  wasn ' t  anywhe re  nea r  as  f  ea red  a  cus t , omer  as  i l

had  been  be f  o re :  i - s  t ha t  co r rec t?

A  [ I n ]  1 3 5 2 ,  a  e o u p l e  o f  d r u g  c o m p a n i e s  e a m e  o u t  w i l h  a

p i l - l -  w h i c h  w a s  a  v e r y  c h e a p  p i i l  i N H ,  i s o n i a z i C a n i c

L . . J  -  ^ . ,  . i  J  ^
l r y u r  u i r u E .

A n r - {  T  e n ' i  n w p r i  +  h ^ - 6  n r a t  * r r  d n n f la l l q  I  s r r t ,  v y  s u  L l l ( J J C  ! r r  V  L  L y  6 e e q

I  x n e a r l y  b r o k e  n y  t o n g u e .  I t  w a s  a  v e r y  c h e a p  d r u g ,  a n o

s  n o w  t h e  b a s i s  w i t h  o t h e r  d r u g s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d

and  w i t h  ce r t a i n  an t i b i o t i c s .  Bu t  mc rs t l y  t ha t  1 i t t l e  o l d  p i l l -

wh i ch  you  t ook  t h ree  t imes  a  day ,  wou ld  make  a  pa t i en t

ncn in fec t i ve  i n  abou t  a  non th ' s  t i n re .



€t

tl

raa

kt I  sn  ' t  i t  r emarkab  1e  t ha t  some th  j . ng inexpens i ve  wou ld  be  so

e f f e c t  i v e ?

' l ' h A f  -  s a d h +
r l r a | -  D  r r S r r u .

That ' s  ra ther  unusua l .

T +  ^ ^ * + - i - ' l  . .  ,r  L  c e r  L a r n r y  L r a s  .

And  i t  had  p rac t i ca l l y  no  s i de  e f f ec t s ,  i f  I  r emen rbe r

n n r r o a f  
' l  

r rv u  u r J  .

\ T ^ -  - ^  -  +  - ' l  ' 1
t t u l i c  a L  4 a r .

Tha t ' s  mos t  unusua l .  A f  t e r  so  nnuch  o f  you r  su rg i ea l -  wo rk

and  so  f o r t h ,  you  beeane  ded iea ted  o r  a lways  had  been ,  o f

cou rse  t o  he lp i ng  o rgan i zed  rned i c i ne .  One  o f  t he  t h i ngs  t ha t

we  have  known  you  bes t  f o r  i n  t he  Coun ty  Hed i ca l  Soc ie t y  i s  you r

d i l i gen t  a t t endance  t o  Texas  Hed i ca l  Assoc ia t i on  and  t o  you r

se rv i ng  as  f i r s t  Speake r  o f  t he  House  o f  De leE ia tes  o f  Texas

Med i - caL  Assoe ia t i on .  And  I  be l i eve  you  he ld  l ha t  j ob  f o r  f i ve

yea rs  un t : - l -  you  vo iun ta r i l y  r e l i nqu i shed  i t ;  i s  t ha t  eo r rec t?

A  Tha t ' s  eo r ree t .  I  had  t he  j ob  f o r  f i ve  yea rs ,  and  a t  i he

t i r r e  o f  ny  re t i r emen t ,  I  t o l d  t hem tha t  I  d i dn ' t  be l i eve  t ha t  any

doc to r  shou id  ho ld  t he  o f f i ce  more  t han  f i ve  yea rs .  I n  t ha t

l eng th  o f  t ime ,  Vou  eou ld  t ake  cha rge  o f  eve rybody ,  and  I  t hough t

i t  was  r i d j . cu l ous .  So ,  s j - nce  t hen ,  a .S  i  unde rs tand  i t ,  t he

I i n : i t a t i on  has  been  f i ve  yea rs  f o r  t he  speake r  o f  t he  house .

A  I  w  i sh  we  cou  I d  ge  t  sone  o f  ou r  po  I i t  i c  i an  f  r  i ends  i - n

[ . l a s h i n E t o n .  D . C .  t o  a d h e r e  t o  s u c h  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a s  t h a t .  T h e

o n e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  f  r e m e n b e r  t h a t  h a p p e n e d  w h e n  y o u  w e r e

s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  h o u s e  o f  t h e  T e x a s  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  t h a t

€t



t he  f e l I a  who  s i gned  my  M .D .  deg ree ,  a  John  Sp ies ,  cane  be fo re

you  i n  a  r a the r  unp leasan t  s i t ua t i on .  l r l ou l d  you  l i ke  t o  d i scuss

tha t  a  1 i t t l e  b i t ?

A WeI l ,  I  had  no t  been  down to  Ga lves ton  fo r  sone  t ime.  When

I  go t  t o  t he  med iea l  mee t i ng  t he re  a t  t ha t  t i ne ,  wh i ch  was  I

f o rge t  wha t  yea r  I  was  t o l d  by  a  number  o f  doc to r s

i nc l ud ing  D r .  Schwab  ve ry  vehemen t l y  t ha i  t he  mar r  was  c raEy

and  t he  o the r  t h i ngs  he  had  done  s i nce  h j . s  pu t t i ng  a  recc rde r

unde r  h i s  ves t ,  Vou  know ,  and  ea l - l i ng  doc to r s  i n  and  ge t t i ng  t hen r

to  t a l k  abou t  o the r  doc to r s .  And  a l l  o f  a  sudCen ,  he  j us t  seemed

to  t ake  ove r  and  wan ted  t o  t ake  t he  who Ie  dan :n  t h i ng  w i t h  h im .

He  had  w i t hou t  t he  know ledge  o f  t he  f acu l t y  gone  t o  t he

Boa rd  o f  T rus tees  o f  t he  Hed iea l  Soc ie t y  t he  Texas  Hed i ca l -

Soc ie t y  and  had  p resen ted  h i s  case  and  go t+ -en  t he i r  endc rse rnen t

t o  ge t  r i d  o f  a l l  t he  f  acu l t y  and  so  f  o r t h ,  as  i  unc ie r s tooc i  i : .

D r .  L .  0 .  Du t t on  o f  E l  Paso  was  ano the r  de leea te  o f  t he  Texas

Med  i ea l -  Assoc  i a t  i on  ,  and  he  d  i d  a  Eood  dea l  c f  wo rk  w i t i r  t he

o the r  peop le  t ha t  I  d i d  no t  know .  Mos t  o f  t he  men  i n  t he  I l ouse

were  Texas  men  t ha t  g radua ted  f r om Ga l ves ton .  So  I  go t  busy  anC

presen ted  t he  reso lu t i on  eondemn ing  t he  Boa rd  o f  T rus tees  and

p resen ted  i t  t o  D r .  Hon :an  Tay lo r ,  who  I { as  a  sec re ta r y ,  and  he

sa id ,  "Don ' t  do  t ha t . "  And  I  t o l d  h i n  I  was  gc ing  t o  do  i t

wha teve r  anybody  sa id  and  i f  I  f a i l ed ,  I ' d  be  r i d i cu l ous ,  bu t  I

wan t , eC  t , o  ge t  i t  ove r  w i t h .  So  I  p resen ted  i t  ,  and  i t  ca r r  i eC  .

Mos l l - l ' t he  Boa rd  o f  T rus tees  t oo l<  a  t r emendous  d i s l i ke  t o  ne  f o r

i .  number  o f  yea rs ,  and  t , hen  a f t e r  a  wh i l e  t hey  rea l i zed  wha t  haC



happened .  The i r  r eac t i on  was  t hey  we re  ve ry  n i ce  t o  h im ,  and

I  don ' t  wan t  t o  t a l k  abou t  t hem.  They  we re  t he  House  t he

Pres iden t  o f  t he  Assoc ia t i on  was  t hen  i ns t r uc ted  by  t he  Hcuse  on

th : - s  r eso lu t i on  t o  go  t o  t he  Boa rd  o f  Regen ts  and  de rnan rJ  a

re l ease  o f  o f  r es i gna t i on  o f  D r .  Sp ies .  And  t h i s  was  ca r r i ed

ou t .

A  Those  o f  us  t ha t  have  on l y  had  p ro fess iona l  eonpe t i t  j - cn  suc i r

as  ex i s t s  i n  t he  p rac t i ce  a re  no t  awa re  o f  t he  wa rs  o f  acaCen ia ,

bu t  t he  wa rs  t ha t  go  on  w i t h  t he  i n t r anu ra l  wa rs  o f  acaden ia  ca r l

be  p re t t y  v i c i ous  a t  t imes  and  re f l ec t  t hense l ves  i n  as  you

men t i oned  he re  i n  t he  t r a i n i ng  t ha t ' s  g i i ven  t o  yo l l ng

phys i c i ans .  I  don ' t  suppose  you  wou ld  have  been  wo r r i ed  abou t

t he  doc to r s  sn i t ch i ng  on  each  o the r  so  much  i f  you  had  been  i n  a

teach ing  i ns t i t u t i - on  i n  wh i ch  you r  ob l i ga t i on  was  t o  t u rn  ou t

good  ycung  phys i c i ans  .  Tha t ' s  co r rec t ,  i sn ' t  i t ?

Yes .

A  l . t r e l 1 ,  D r .  Sp ies  su re l y  d i dn ' t

i ns t  i t u t  i on  abou t  wh i ch  i ^ re  ' ve  been

(end  o f  s i de  one )

A f t e r  you  had  eonp le ted  you r  t e rm

naybe  you  had  a l r eady  begun  t o  go

te1 I  us  abou t  se rv i ng  i n  t he  House

A  The  Texas  t ' t ed i ca l  Assoc ia t i on

AMA by  va r i ous  de lega tes ,  nos t  o f

g radua l l y  t hey  becane  younE le r  when

gen t l eman .  The  young  doc to r  and  I

b r i ng  any  g rea t  hono r  t o

b raEg ing  so  on  t h i s  t ap :e

ou r

as  speake r ,  yoD  wen t  on  o r

as  de lega te  t o  t he  AMA,  bu t

o f  De lega tes  i n  t he  A l . lA

had  been  rep resen ted  a t  t he

whom were  qu i t e  e1de r l y ,  and

Dr .  B las i nga rae  a  ve ry  f i ne

T "?e re  e l ec ted  t o  t he  boa rd



t o  t he  House  o f  De lega tes  o f  t he  AHA.  Ve ry  r ap id l y  t ha t  g r : ew

in to  a  g roup  o f  f i ne  gen t l emen  l i ke  D r .  S towe ,  r ep resen t i ng

no t  Texas ,  bu t  r ep resen t i ng l  t he  med i ca l  end  o f  ned i c i ne

e lec ted  by  t he  d i v i s i on  o f  n red i c i ne  o f  AMA.  l r l e  g radua l l y  changed

to  a  ve ry  ac t i ve  g r cup  o f  younge r  doc to r s  who  a t  l eas t  eou ld  ge l

up  and  nake  a  speech  and  have  sone  sense  t o  i t .  And  we  beeame

ra the r  p ron inen t  i n  t he  wa rh ings  o f  t he  AHA.

Dr .  B las i ngame  was  e l ec ted  by  t he  House  as  a  t r us tee .  An , i  wh iLe

as  a  t r us tee ,  he  f i na l l y  t ook  t he  j ob  o f  gene ra l  manage r  o f  r he

AMA.  He  was  an  ex t rene l y  good  nan  and  ve ry  e f f i c i en t .  Bu t  he

ran  i n to  t r oub le  l i ke  eve rybody  e l se  does ,  and  he  res i gned  anC

wen t ,  i n t o  opened  an  o f f i ce  i n  Ch i cago  and  pub l i shed  a  j ou rnaL

and  so  f o r t h .  And  he  was  a  man  t ha t  I  ca l l ed  upon  t o  se iL

Sou thwes te rn ,  and  he  d i d  i t I  became  qu i t e  i I l -  i n  1961 ,  anC  T

dann  nea r  d i ed .  So  I  had  t o  qu i t  a l l  t he  ac t i v i t i e s  I  was  dc ing ,

a n d  T  g n f  n n m n l e l - e ' l v  n r r f  n f  i f  F r r ^ F n f  h w  m w  < m e I ' l , - r . o n n e c i i o n s4  C f v !  e e A r L / r e L v r J r  e ^ u u t , u  u J  r l r J

wi th  t he  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y  o f  Texas .

A  One  o f  t he  t h i ngs  t ha t  I  r enember  as  an  un in f c rmed  phys i c i an

was  t he  reve la t i ons  t ha t  you  b r cugh t  t o  t he  1oca1  soc ie t y  abcu t ,

wha l  l t i nd  o f  t u rn ro i l -  we  we re  f ac i ng  as  ne  conpe ted  w i l h  t hose  i r r

E iove rnnen t  who  we re  t r y i ng  t o  t ake  ove r  ned i c i ne ,  bo th  i n  you r

se rv i ce  i n  t he  Texas  Med i ca l  Assoc ia t i on  and  i n  t he  AHA.  You

b rough t  us  i n f o r rna t i on  1oca11y  wh i , : h  r { as  no t  cn l y  su rp r i s i ng ,  bu t

scne  o f  i t  was  a lmos t  unbe  l  i e r , ' ab  l e  .  Bu t  by  reemphas  i s  anC  by

be ing  suppo r ted  by  t h i nE l s  t ha t  we  read  i n  t he  Jou rna l  o f  t he

Amer i can  Hed i ca l  Assoc ia t i on ,  as  we l l  as  t he  Texas  Med i ca l
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Assoc ia t i on  Jou rna l ,  w€  began  t o  r ea l i ze  t ha t  t he re  was  no re

invo l veC  i n  t he  p rac t i ce  o f  med i c i ne  i n  t hose  days  t han  j us t

wo r r y i ng  abou t  wha t  pa t  i en t , s  had  .  l { e  no t  on l y  we  we re  f  i x i ng

to  ge t  caugh t  up  i n  a  s i t ua t i on  t ha t  sone  o f  wh i c i r  we  had  no

con t ro l  l ove r ] .  And  t he  on l y  eon t ro l  we  had  was  t h rouE lh  t he

func t i on  o f  o rgan i zed  ned i c i ne .  I  have  a lways  app rec ia ted  t hose

th i ngs .  And  i n  connec t i o r r  w i t h  t ha t ,  I  r ennember  ve ry  we l l  t ha t

eve ry  mon th  you  con t r i bu t , ed  an  ed i t o r i a l  a  ve ry  t i ne l y

ed i t o r i a l - -  t o  t he  Sou thwes te rn  Med ie i ne  t he  Jou rna l  wh ieh  was

e i reu la ted  i n  wes t  among  phys i c i ans  i n  Wes t  Texas ,  a l l  o f  Ne r ^ r

Mex i co ,  and  a l l  o f  A r i zona  and  ad jacen t  t e r r i t o r i es ,  Co lo rado ,

and  o the r  s t a tes .  Those  ed i t o r i a l s  wh i ch  you  f u rn i shed  re f l ee ted

so  much  o f  t he  ma te r i a l  t ha t  you  had  b rough t  ve rba l l y  t o  ou r

l oca l  soc ie t y .  I  t hough t  t ha t  I  was  d i sappo in ted  when  you

phys i ca l l y  f e l t  t ha t  you  had  t o  g i ve  up  w r i t i ng  t hose  ed i t o r i a l - s ,

bu t  I  don ' t  wan t  t o  b l ow  too  much  smc l t e  i n  you r  sa iL ,  bu t  ycu

were  and  exce l l en t  speake r  and  a l so  t u rned  ou t  t o  be  a  ve ry  gooC

wr i t e r ,  wh i ch  i s  no t  a lways  t he  case .  D id  you  en joy  w r i t i ng

ed i t o r i a l s?

Mr .  Reed  who  r {as  t h i s?

Bob  Reed .

A  Bob  Reed?  Who  was  t he  o the r  guy  w i t h  h i r n?

A  Dr .  Homan  and  I  have  reached  t he  po in t  we re  we  ean ' t

r emember ,  bu t  t ha t  we  need  t o  go  t o  t he  ba th roon .

A  D r .  Reed  Mr .  Reed  was  a  one  o f  t he

A  Mo t t  and  Reed?

|4
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A Yeah ,  H r .  Mo t t .  M r .  Mo t t  wou ld  pub l i sh  t he  t h i ng ,  and  we

d id  mos t  o f  t he  wo rk .  And  Mo t t  wou ld  run  me  c razy  eve ry  mon th

fo r  an  ed i t o r i a l .  I t  was  a  p l easu re  f o r  ne  t o  do  wha t  I  cou ld .

0h ,  I 'm  no t  b raE ig i ng  a t  a l l .  I  t h i nk  e re ' r e  i n  wo rse  shape  t han

we  wou ld  have  been  i f  t he  gove rnnen t  had  t aken  ove r .  The

p rac t i ce  o f  r ned i c i ne  t o  ne  t oday  i s  a  I  j u s t  don ' t  unde rs tand

i t  a t  a1J -  ,  and  I  ' ve  
E l i ven  up  .  f  can  '  t  unde rs tand  l - r ow  dcc to r s  ca r i

cha rge  as  nuch  as  t hey  eha rge ,  and  t hen  i hey  go  hone  and  s i - eep  by

thense l ves  o r  w i t h  t he i r  w i ves ,  I  i nag ine .  I  j u s t  don ' t

unde rs tand  i t .  I  f ee l  t ha t  ny  e f f c r t s  a t  t ha t  t ime  we re  o f  some

va lue ,  bu t  i t  go t  en t i r e l y  ou t  o f  l i ne .  AnC  the  t h i ngs  t ha t  have

happened  s i nce  t hen  have  nade  t ha t  1 i t t l e  e f f o r t  o f  l i t t 1e

consequence  t o  ne .

A  I  l ho rough l y  ag ree  w i t h  t ha t ,  and  i t  b r i ngs  t he  commen t

tha t ,  Dn fo r t una te l y ,  t hose  o f  us  raho  had  50  o r  60  o r  even

some t , imes  7O  yea rs  i n  t he  p rac t i ee  o r  t he  assoc ia t i on  i . r i t h

ned i c i ne  eanno t  have  any th i ng  bu t ,  f cnd  n remor i es  o f  t he  yea rs

tha t  we  we re  en joy i ng  i t  ve r y  d i f f : - cu1 t  t o  r eaF 'any

sa t i s f ac t i on  ou t  o f  wha t  we  see  Eo ing  on  now ,  even  t hose  o f  us

I  have  an  M .D .  son  i n  f a rn i l y  p rac t i ee .  Bu t  t he  k i nds  o f  p rob lems

tha t  he  d i scusses  w i t h  me  don ' t  have  any th i ng  t o  do  w i t h  t he

k inds  o f  p rob lens  t ha t  f  d i scussed  w i t h  my  own  fa the r ,  who  was  a

M.D .  My  f a the r  and  I  we re  t a l k i ng  abou t  i l l ness  and  pa t i en t s ,

and  my  son  i s  t a l k i ng  t o  me  abou t  i l - l r r ess  i n  t he  f i nanc ia l  wo r l d

and  i r r  t he  po l i t i ca l  wo r l d .  And  we  have  ve ry  l i t t l e  t ime  t o

d i scuss  t he  t h i ngs  t ha t  I  wou ld  l i ke  t o  t a l k  abou t  t ha t  r e l a te  t o
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{ l i sease .  t r l e11 ,  t ha t ' s  a  ph i l osoph i ca l  d i seuss i r : n  t ha t  ouu ld  l c t

on  and  o r r ,  bu t  D r .  Honan  d id  g i ve  us  a  ve ry  s t r ong  l eg  uF l  on

unde rs tand ing  wha t  was  go ing  on .  And  even  t hough  o rgan i zed

med i c i ne  has  been  ove r ru r i  by  t he  gove rnnen t ,  a t  Leas t  a  s t r ong

a t t enp t  was  nade  by  t hose  who  unde rs tood  t he  enemy  the  eneny

be ing  Lhe  gove rnnen t  i n  t h i s  case  and  we  do  app rec ia te  t ha t

ve ry  nueh .  Do  you  have  any  o the r  i t ems  t ha t  you  wou ld  ] i ke  i o

d i scuss  t ha t  I  d i d  no t  cove r?

A  One  o f  t hem i s  t he  Coun ty  Hosp i t a l  i n  E I  Paso

Yes  .

known  as  Thomason  gene ra l  .  The  l oea l  soc  i e t y  ' b l as

con t r i bu t i ng  a l l  t he  doe to r s ,  w i t h  t he  excep t i on  o f  i n t e rns ,  v rho

r t a F a  ^ ^ . i . - l  l - . '  + l e a  C , - r r n { - r r  o n r l  i r a F 6  r | n i n r  . r  f  a i r "  i n h  T L ^  L - - . - :  ! ^ ' 1
w e I U  L J a l t . l  U y  L I l t r  \ - U U r l L y  

- c l l l u  
W e I U  t . l u I I I B  a  - l l s  r r u l P ! 1 . c 1  I

t ha t  t hey  we re  wo rk i ng  i t  was  ve ry  r un -down  and  cou ld  no t  be

resu r rec ted  i n  any  way .  So  we  banded  and  go t  an  e l ee i i on  f o r  a

bond  i s sue  w i t h  a  t axa t i on  o f  aL  l eas t  - -  a t  nos t ,  75  cen t s  on

the  do l l a r  t o  bu i l d  a  new  hosp i t a l .  The  ba t t l e  was  ve ry  r ough ,

a i r d  t he  Coun ty  S r j c i e t y  a r i d  t he  two  newspape rs ,  and  t he  coun ty  a l i c i

t he  e i t y  Bo t  t oge the r  w i t h  a  eomn i t t ee .  And  I  was  e l ec i ed  as  t he

Drps  i  r J  i  no  r r f  f  i ce r  .  And  we  me t  and  ne t  and  me t  f  o r  seve ra l  weeks
r ! v v 4 s 4 ^ . 6

a n d  d r e w  u p  a  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a  M r .  H e K e e  o f  t h e  M c K e e

C o m p a n y  C o n t r a u t o r s ,  w h o  a f t e r w a r d s  b u i l d  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  A n d

w e  a p p e a r e c i  a t  l e a s t  I  a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  n o s t  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s e s

a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  R o t a r y  a n d  K i w a n i s  a n d  s o  f o r t h

a n d  g o t  p e o p l e  t o  g o  d o w n  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a n d  t a k e  a  L o o k  a t

t h e  n e s s  t h a t  w a s  d o w n  t h e r e ,  w h i e h  w a s  b e i n g  h e l d  t o g e t h e r  b y
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ba i l i ng  w i re .  And  we  f i na l l y  E lo t  a  hosp i t a l .  I t  i s  now  be ing

occup ied  by  Texas  S ta te  Un i ve rs i t y ,  wh i ch  has  i t s  headqua r te r s  i n

Lubbock ,  wh i ch  d i d  no t  have  a  hosp i t a l  o r  even  a  popu la t i . on  t ha t

wou ld  suppo r t  a  med i ca l  b raneh ,  bu t  sp read  ou t  a l l  ove r  h l es t

Texas ,  nos t  o f  wh i ch  i s  i n  E l  Paso .

A  Tha t ' s  a  r ea l  t r i bu te  t o  you  and  t he  o the rs  who  wo rked  so

d i l i gen t l y  on  t ha t  conn i : r s i on .

I  t e11  yoD ,  you  m igh t  nen t i on  a l l  t hose  f e l l as

Pa la fox  I  l os t  t hen .  I ' I 1  w r i t e  t hem down  fo r  you  sone t ime .

A  Okay .  I  ean  sp l i ce  t he rn  i n  on  t h i s  t ape .  I ,  l i ke  Vou ,  have

fo rgo t t en ,  a l t hough  I  was  qu i t e  awa re  o f  t he  peop le  who  se rved .

Bu t  i t ' s  a  ve ry  wo r thwh i l e  t h i ng .  And ,  o f  eou rse ,  t hose  o f  us

who ' ve  been  assoc ia ted  w i t h  i t  w i t h  t he  o l d  C i t y /Coun ty

Hosp i t a l ,  and  l a te r  E1  Paso  Gene ra l ,  and  t hen  Thomason  Gene ra l

t h rough  t he  yea rs  have  had  a  deep ,  wa rn i  f ee l i ng  abou t  i l s  se r v i ce

to  t he  comnun i t y .  And  any th i ng i  t ha t  cou ld  be  done  t o  img ' rov - ' ,  o f

cou rse r  sa t  ve ry  we l l  w i t h  eve ry  nenbe r  o f  t he  p ro fess ion ,  as

we l l  as  t he  commun i t y ,  even  t hough  t ha re  was  a  s t r ong  res i s t ance

to  pay i r r g  f o r  i t ,  aS  t he re  a lways  i s  when  you  have  t o  eough  up

some  n roney .  I  t h i nk  we  ' ve  cove red  nos t  o f  t he  t h i nE i s  t ha t  I

know .  0 f  cou rse ,  D r .  Honan  i r as  been  a  s t r ong  con t r i bu to r  t o

rned i c i ne  i n  nany  ways ,  bu t  I  don ' t  wan t  t o  wea r  h im  ou t  t oo  nuch

w i t h  t h i s .  I  wan t  t o  t hank  h i r n  f  o r  g i v i n$  t he  ene rgy  and  t he

f i r ne  t n  s i ve  ne  t h i s  i n t e r v i ew  beeause  I  know  he  doesn ' t  f eeL  t oo
b - Y v

good  a t  t he  p resen t  t ime ,  phys i ca l l y .  Bu t  h i s  se rv i ce  t o  t he

commun i t y ,  bo th  i n  t he  p ro fess ion  and  as  a  c i t i zen ,  i s  ce r t a i n l y
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exeap  l a r y ,

Homan ,  ve ry

A  Thank

and  we  do  app rec ia te

n ruch .

you .

ve ry  nuch .  Thank  Vou ,  D ri t

Pos t  se r i p t

Even  t hough  D r .  Homan  spe l l ed  D r

i s  spe l l ed  as  above .

K ie I l e r ' s  name ,  i t  i s  w ronE f  and

Dr .  Honan ' s  daugh te r ,  A .  J . ,  gave  D r .  Honan ' s  neu ro  ana tomy  eha r t

f r on r  D r .  K ie l l e r ' s  e l ass  t o  t he  E1  Paso  Med i ca l  He r i t age

Founda t i on .  I t  i s  s i gned  by  D r .  K ie l l e r .

Bob  Homan  d ied  2 -28 -9L He  was  87  yea rs  o l d
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