
University of Texas at El Paso University of Texas at El Paso 

ScholarWorks@UTEP ScholarWorks@UTEP 

Combined Interviews Institute of Oral History 

4-21-1988 

Interview no. 823 Interview no. 823 

Frances Hatfield 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews 

 Part of the Oral History Commons, and the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Interview with Frances Hatfield by Barbara K. Dent, 1988, "Interview no. 823," Institute of Oral History, 
University of Texas at El Paso. 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Institute of Oral History at ScholarWorks@UTEP. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Combined Interviews by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@UTEP. 
For more information, please contact lweber@utep.edu. 

https://scholarworks.utep.edu/
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/oral_history
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F823&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1195?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F823&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F823&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lweber@utep.edu


INIVERSITY OF TAAS AT EL PASO

INSTITUTE OF ORAL HISTORY

Frances Hat f ie l_dINTERVI EI,IEE:

INTERVI ETJER:

PROJECT:

DATE OF INTERVIEI,I:

TERI1S OF USE:

Barbara K.  Dent

El  Paso Medical  Communi tv

A p r i l  2 1 ,  1 9 8 8

Unres t r i c ted

TAPE NO:

TRAISCRIPT NO:

TRANSCRIBER:

823

EI OGRAPHI CAL S'/}.IOPSI S OF INTERVI EI,JEE:

Former pres ident  of  El  Paso County Medical  Auxi l iary and Texas Medical
Aux i l i a r y ;  au tho r ;  w i f e  o f  Haske l l -  Ha t f i e l d ,  M .D . ,  l ong t ime  E l  paso  ea r ,
nose '  and  th roa t  spec ia l i s t ;  bo rn  i - n  Monroe ,  Lou i s i _ana ,  l 9 l 0 ;  a t t ended
Texas col lege of  Mines and Metal lurgy;  marr ied,  rg34;  taught  at  Dreyfus
S c h o o l .

S[${MARY 0F INTERVIEIIT

Reco l l ec t s  f a rn i l y f s  move  to  E l  Paso  a f t e r  mo the r  con tac ted  tube rcu los i - s ;
husbandrs in ternship at  E1 Paso Ci ty-County Hospi ta l ;  opening up of  husbandrs
pr ivate pract ice in  Ysleta;  economi-c condi t i .ons dur ing lh"  nepression;  hus-
band ' s  m i l i t a r y  s t i n t  du r i ng  Wor ld  War  I I ;  move  to  S t .  Lou i s  a f t e r  husband ' s
decis ion to take ref resher medical  courses at  Washington Univers i ty  Medical
Schoo l ;  D r .  Ha t f i e l d t s  res idency  i n  Hous ton ;  re tu rn  t o  E l  paso ,  1948 ;  husband rs
ro le  as  p ionee r  i n  cons t ruc t i on  o f  E1  Paso  Med ica l  Cen te r ;  po l i o  ep idemic ;  ac -
t iv i i - tes of  Womants Auxi l iary of  El  Paso County Medical  Society dur ing Wor ld
War r I ;  d iscusses h is tory of  Womanrs Auxi l iary of  the Texas Medical  Associat ion;
acquis i t ion of  S.T.  Turner  home by El  paso county Medical  society.

Leng th  o {  i n t env iew l 45 minutes L e n g t h  o f  T n a n E c r i p t  2 2  p a g e s



h I ITH :  FRANCIS  HATF IELD

PLACE:  EL  PASO,  TEXAS

DATE:  APRIL  Z ! ,  1988

INTERVIE I , i lER :  BARBARA DENT

h e r e

i arn

i nE

h r = r e  t o d a y  t r r

I  P a s o  a n d  p a r t

i n t e r v i ew  F r . an ' ;

o f  t he  Med i ca l

i s ;  Ha t f i e l d  abo l r t  h * r  l i r - e

Soc ie t y  Aux i l i a r y .

A  F ranc i s ,  can  you  t e l 1

you  eame  to  E l  Paso?  Where

A  I  was  bo rn  i n  Hon roe ,

ne  a  1 i t t l e  b i - t

we re  you  bo rn?

Lou i s i ana .

abou t  you rse l f  be fo re

In  wha . t  yea r?

1 N  l U I U .

Thank  you .

I n  1931 .

And  when  d id you  mee t  D r Ha t f  i e  l d?

t ' i he re  abou ts ' , '

A  I  was  go i . ng  t o  schoo l  ou t  a t  t he  Co l l epe  o f  M i  nes ,  i t  was

then ,  because  I  d i dn ' t  have  my  Texas  h i s t o r y  o r  gove rnmen t .  so

I  had  t o  go  ou t  t o  t he  co l l ege  t o  i nake  up  t he  sub jec t s  t ha t  r

d i dn ' t  have .  You  can ' t  t each  i n  Texas  i f  you  don ' t  know  Texas

h i s to r y  and  rexas  gove rnmen t .  so ,  r  was  ou t  t he re  go ing  t o

schoo l  and  I  me t  h im  ou t  t he re  on  t he  canpus .  He  r { as  hone  f r om

med ica l  schoo l .

t , I h e r e  d i d  h e  E i o  t o  m e d i e a l  s c h o o l ?

I n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  a t  G a l v e s t o n

nrct

lc{



Id

A

Then  when  d id  you  ge t  na r r i ed?

In  1934 .

a  D i -d  you  go  back  t o  Ga l ves ton  w i t h  h i r n  o r  had  he  a l r eady

O r n . l  n r f o d ?

ANo

a t  t he

n red  i ca l

A ! {as

.  ! o [ e  w a i t e d  u n t i l  h e  f i n i s h e d  e o l r e g e .  H e  h a d  t o  i n c e r n

C i t y /  C o u n t y  H o s p i t a l ,  a n d  w e  m a r r i e d  w h e n  h e  f i n i s h e d

schoo l .

t he  c tLv /  coun t y  Hosp i t a l  r homason  Gene ra l  t hen ,  o r  r { as

; f
I L

A Yes .  r t  i ^ r as  t he  hosp i t , a l  t ha t  became  Thomason  Gene ra l

A  And  whe re  was  i t  l o ca ted?

A  Where  t he  hosp i t a l  i s  now .

A  0h ,  r ea l l y?  Down  the re  on

Uh-huh .

And  whe re  d i d  you  l i ve  when  you  f i r s t  eame  he re?

A  When  i  f i r s t  cane  he re?

A  f  mean ,  when  you  f i r s t ,  we l l  when  you  f i r s t  came  he re

a f t e r  you  we re  na r r i ed?

A  A f i e r  we  we re  na r r i ed ,  we l l  we  had  a  sma l l  apa r tmen t  on

Nevada  S t ree t  and  i t  was  ea l l ed  i t  was  wha t  was  ca l1ed  a  one -

room tha t  t he  bed  cane  ou t

A  Murphy  Bed?

Yes .  And  I  t h i nk  j - t  was  $18  a  non th

l {  i t . h  u t  i  I  i t  i e s?

rct

n
Et

A I  r l on ' t  r emember  t ha t  pa r t ,  bu t

t ha t .  I  wen t  on  t eae i r i ng  a t  D rey fus

a t  l eas t  r ^ re  cou ld  a f  f  o rd

Schoo l ,  and  I  t h i nk  you  g t : t



$50  a  mon th  a t  t he  C tLy /  Coun ty

And  when  we  wen t  t oge the r ,  why ,

s tayed  a t  t he  hosp i t a l .  So ,  i t

was  a l l  r i gh t .

Hosp i t a l  and  I  go t  $50  a  non th

I  s t ayed  a t  t , he  sehoo l .  He

was  a  s t r ange  a r ranE ienen t ,  bu t

imes  $  .  50  o r  $  1  .  00 ,  bu t  r nos t  l y

and  sL rme l l - i i ng  tha t  wou ld  t . a . ke  t i : e

nany  Peopr l6  i r ad  nuch  i i t o i l -=y  l l i , : ' : e

i t

a  And  t hen  a f t e r  he  f i n i shed  h i s  i n t e rnsh ip ,  d i d  he  open  up

h i s  p rae t i ce?

A  Yes .  He  opened  an  o f f i ce  i n  ys i e t t a .  He  t ook  D r .  B rooks ,

who  had  been  a  gene ra l  p rac t i t i one r  down  the re  f o r  a  nunbe r  o f

yea rs  and  he  d i ed ,  and  Ha t f i e l d  t ook  ove r  h i s  o f f i ce .

A  D id  you  s t i l l  l i ve  i n  you r  sa lne  L i t t l e  apa r tnen t  o r  d i , l  you -

A  No .  Now,  by  t ha t  t i ne  r  was  p regnan t ,  o f  cou rse ,  and  t h i s

was  a  bad

A  Tha t

A  Yeah

anyway ,  i

and  t ha t

knew  Dr .

ones  down

peop le .

A  | l o .  N o t  v e r y  n u c h .  S o n r e t

i t  L T a s  v e g e t a b l e s  a n d  c h i c k e n s

p i a c e  o f  m o n e y .  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k

I ^ . , - .
u a v J .

t ime .  Bu t  anyway .  I  was

was  du r i ng  t he  Dep ress ion?

.  Bu t  du r i ng  t he  e i o r s t  pa r t  o f  i t ,  I  t h i nk .  B r r t ,

t  was  n i ee  and  t he  peop le  we re  a lways  so  n i . t : e  t o  us ,

i s  when  I  f  i r s t  me t  a  nunbe r  o f  t he  doc to r s  .  I  a l r ea rJy

and  Mrs .  Homan  and  a  f  ew  o f -he rs :  , l o c to r s  such  as  t he

the re ,  D r .  and  Mrs .  Love .  They  we re  j us t  1ove1y

a  D id  you r  husband  eve r  r ece i ve  paymer t  f o r  h i s  p rac t r ce

du r i ng  t he  Dep ress ion?



A H t - re r  ny  eh i l d ren  d i d  you  have  by  t he  end  o f  t he  Dep ress ion?

How nany  ch i l d ren  r l o  you  have ,  pe r i od?

A  I  have  two  sons .

A  And  t hey  we re  bo th  bo rn  du r  i ng  t h i s  t  i r ne?

A  Yes  .  Uh -huh .

A  Then  wha t  happened  du r i ng  t he  wa r?

A  [ . | e l l  Haske l l  had  acceL ' ' t ed  a  conn i ss i on  i n  t he  res r r r ves  when

e re  f  i n i shed  rned i ca l  sehoo l ,  so  t ha t  he  a l r eady  was  a  l i eu tenan t .

And  wheneve r  t hey  r ^ re re  ca l l ed  t o  eome  to  f  o r  t r a j - n i ng ,  he  a lways

wen t .  so  t ha t ,  by  t , he  t ime  t he  l ' I a r  s t a r t ed ,  r  mean ,  i t  was  i n

1941  i n  Janua . r y .  1941  he  was  ca l l ed  i n i o  se rv i ee .  T i r a t ,

when  t hey  ca l l ed  t he  rese rves  and  t he  S ta te ,  I  ean ' t  t h i nk  o f  t he

A  The  Na t  i ona l -  Gua rd?

A  Na t i onaL  Gua rd ,  uh -huh .  And  he  was  sen t  t o  Fo r t  s i l 1  i n

Janua ry ,  194  1  .

A  D id  you  go  w i t h  h im?

A  u h - h u h .  Y e s ,  w e  d i d .  T h e  t w o  b o y s  a n d  r  w e n t .  ' l { e  s t a y e d

w i - t h  h i n r  a t  a  t i - r n e  w e  c o u l d ,  a n d  h e  w a s  o n  o r d e r s  t o  g o  o v e r . s e a s

s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  b u t  s o t n e t h i n g  a l w a y s  h a p p e n e d  a n d  h e  d i d n ' t  g o .

H e ' d  b e  s e n t ,  s o n e w h e r e  e l s e  a n d  s o  b u t  w e  m o v e d  f o u r E e e n

t i n e s .  S o ,  t h a t ' s  a  l o t  o f  m o v i n d  i n  f i . v e  y e a r s .

A  Y e s .  T h a t  s u r e  i s .

A  T h e n  h e  s a i d  t h a t  h e had  no t  p rac t , i eed  med i c i ne  i n  a l l  t ha t

back  and  re f r esh  h i s  r ned i ca l  educa t i cn

th i ngs  had  happened  t o  med i ca l  p rac t i ce

t i m e  a n d  h e  w a n t e d  t o  € o

b e c a u s e  s o  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t



rct

A

t l'4I

r l t : i r i r rS t l i r  t l i l r  r+ i th  a.11 uf  t l i *  n i i r r . * l *  f l r r :E: :  a .nr l  Fr r : r : * r - l r ; r * : :  i i :

su rge ry .  So ,  he  wen t  baek  t o  Sa in t  Lou i s  and  he  spen t  a  yea r  i n

l ' I ash ing ton  un i ve rs i t y  Med i ca l  sehoo l ,  t he re ,  t hen  t ook  an

in te rnsh ip  o r  a  r es i dency  i n  ea r ,  nose .  and  t h roa t  i n  Hous ton

A  And  you  sa id  you  a l l  wen t  w i t h  h im?

A  Yes .  Uh -huh .  l ' I e  su re  d i d .

A  Then  when  d id  yDu  come  back  t o  E l  Faso  t o  l i ve?

A  I t  was  i n  t i r e  sun lne r  o f  1948 .

And  whe re  d i d  you  l i ve  t hen?

we l1 ,  we  had  a  house .  I o Ie  owned  a  house  on  Mon tana  sL ree r

Uh -huh .

A  And  o f  cou rse  we  d  j . dn  ' t  we  d  i dn  '  t .  t  e r  i  t  dn  We  ren ted

so  we  had  t o  ge t  t ha t  a l l  c  l eaned  up  anc i  t ha t  ' s  
whe re  we  r  i _ve r j

un t i l  we  moved  t o  t ha t  house  on  Gove rnnen t  H i l l  Te r race .

A  I s  D r .  Ha t f i e l d  f r o rn  E1  paso?

l l o  .  He  r ^ ras  bo rn  i n  I nd  i ana ,  bu t t hey  b rough t  Mr .  Ha t f i e l d

and  he  r ^ ras  two  yea rs  o ld

Tha t  ' s  a l  t  he  knew  .

A  And  he  j us t  t hough t  t ha t  i f  you  we ren ' t  a  Texan  and  you

d idn ' t  go  t o  t , he  un i ve rs i t y  r : r f  Texas ,  i i r a t  was  t oo  bad  f o r  you .

Tha t  was  pa r t  o f  h i s  ph i l osophy .

A  A n d  t h e n ,  w h e n  D r .  H a t f i e l d  w a s  a n  E . N

d i d  h e  p r a c t i c e  a t ?  W h e r e  w a s  h i s  o f f i e e .

s p e c  i a I  i s t  ,  w h e r e

a  } i l e l - i ,  i t  was  down  i n  t he  o l d  F i r s t  Na t i ona l  Bu i l d i i - l g

down town .  r  t h i nk  abou t  on  t he  t , en th  f  l oo r .  And  a  number  i : f

t o  se t t l e  he re  i n  1910 ,  dy i ng  o f  T .B

and  he  t hough t  he  was  a  na t i ve  Texan

A  Uh -huh .



t hem,  when  we  re t  i - r ed  f  r om the  se rv i ce ,  wen t  i n t o  t ha t  bu  i  l . d  i ng

and  he  s tayed  t he re  un t i l  t hey  bu i l t  t he  o f f i ce  down  a t  Med i ca i

cen te r ,  whe re  he  was  one  o f  t he  ones  who  p ionee red  t ha t .

6 .  when  d id  y ( ru  ge t  i n t e res ted  o r  busy  w i t h  t i r e  aux i l i a r y .

A  We I l ,  I  have  so r t  o f  i nhe r i t ed  i t  because  ny  no the r  was  sen t ,

ou t  he re  w i . t h  T .  B .  i n  1918 ,  and  she  spen t  two  yea rs  i n  D r .

Homar r ' s  san i t , a r i um .  And  I  t h i n l t  i t  was  1920  D r - .  Ho rua i r  t r : i l i l

he r  she  cou ld  l eave  t he  hosp i t a l  bu t  she  i r a , J  t o  s tay  i n  E l  Fas1 ' .

So ,  i l t y  t h ree  S  i s t e r s  and  I  cane  ou t  he re  and  s tayed  - . r i t h  Mo the r

fo r  two  yea rs  and  r  t ook  mus ie  f r om Mrs .  Honan ,  H rs .  R .B .  Honan ,

s r .  f r om he r  s i s t e r ,  who  had  t he  s tud io  i n  t he i r  hone ,  t he re ,

nex t  t o  Honan ' s  san i t a r i un .  Mrs .  Honan  a lways  t hough t  t ha t  I

be longed  t o  he r .  so ,  as  soon  as  r  ma r r i ed  Haske l l ,  she  pu t  a

f i nge r  on  ne .  And  so ,  I  neve r  E ras  rea r l y  unconsc ious  o f  no t

be ing  pa r t  o f  t he  Med i ca l  Aux i l i a r y .  She  made  i t  ve r y  she

made  you  f ee l  as  i f  you  mar r i ed  a  doc to r ,  you  a l so  mar r i ed  i l r e

Aux i l i a r y .  Tha t  was  he r  way  o f  l ook ing  a t  t h i ngs  beeause  shc

rea l1y  l i ved  A r : x i 1 i a r y .  And  you  remenbe r  N ina  Tu rne r .  r ' n r  su re

you  renember  he r  .  She  r ^ ras  l  i ke  t ha t  ,  t oo  .

a  And  t hen  you  becane  ve ry  ae t i ve  a f t e r  you  re tu rned?

A  Yes  because  somehow o r  t he  o the r ,  s i nce  t he  ch i r d ren  we re

o1de r ,  and  I  had  a  l i t t l e  I no re  t i r ne  and  Mrs .  Tu rne r  r ea l i zed  i l r a t

r  had  some  expe r i ence  i n  w r i t i ng  and  she  came  to  me  tha t .  I  had

ha rd l y  go t t en  my  ha t  o . f f  be fo re  she  cane  t o  ca l ]  and  ge t  r ne  t o

he lp  he r  w i t h  t he  p rog ran  f  o r  t he  S ta te .  I t  r ^ ras  ca I1e , l  Schoo l  o f

I ns t ruc t i on ,  Lhen .  I t ' s  t , ha t ,  mee t i ng  t hey  have  i n  t i r e  f a1 l .  A r rd



t i r en ,  so . .  we  r ^ ro rked  i n  the  p rog ram toge i l r e r  and  tha t  was  t i r e

f i r s t .

A  I s  t ha t  when  she  was  S ta te

A  No .  Th i s  was  i n  be tween .

I ' ve  f o rgo t t en  who  sugges ted  i t

i n s t r uc t i on .  I 'm  su re  i t  mus t

she  ,  was  a t  t ha t  t  i r ne  .

P res iden t?

She  was  on  t he  na t i ona l  boa rd .

.  She  had  t h i s  schoo l  o f

have  been  t he  S ta te  P res iden t ,  o r

q Uh-huh .

A  And  t ha t ' s  how  r  go t  s t a r t ed .  And  one  t h i ng  red

you  know ,  when  you ' r e  w r i t i ng  a  h i s t o r y ;  p rec t y  soon

e l se ,  and  t hen  Mrs .  Laws ,  D r .  Laws 'w i f e  w ro te  a  ve ry

h i s to r y  o f  t he  Aux i l i a r y  and  i t  d i sappea red  and  r  don

eve r  happened  t o  i t .

A  D id  i t  ge t  sen t  t o  Aus t i n  D r

A  No .  They  d i dn ' t  have  t he  resea rch  and  romance  t

have  i t  f  r : r  ou r  own -se l f  and  t he re ' s

t o  ano the r ,

+ l- ,  . i  ^.<
J U I U s  L l r . J - l l E j

g o o d

' t  
k n o w  w h a t

hen .  Nor^ l  we

a.

tl

The re  ' s  
no t  anyone  down  a t  t he  Tu rne r  Home  you  know?-

No ,  and  we  wen t  t h rough  i t  a l l .  T r ren  r  i l r i np ,  one  o f  t he

p res  i den t s

A  c l eaned  ou t  a l l  t he  f i l e s?

A  Jus t  e l eaned  ou t  a l l  t he  f  i l e s  and  d i dn ' t  r eeogn i ze  wha t  i t

I ^ ras  and  t h rew  i t  ou t  by  ace  i den t  .  Tha t  ' s  wha t  happened  ,  you

know,  t o  a l  l  ou r  sec re ta r  i es  sec re ta r  i es  l ooked  t l : a l  ' s  whv

we  have  no  h i s t o r y .

A .  l . I ha t  r ^ ras  t he  po l i o  ep i_dem ic  I i ke  he re  i n  t own?

A  we l1 ,  i t  i t  wasn ' t  ba , l  eve ry  yea r ,  bu t  t he re ' d  be  yea rs



when  i t  wou ld  peak  and  i t  was  a  d read fu l  t h i ng .  Ha r r i s  had  a

l i g f r t  case  o f  my  o l des t  son  had  a  l i gh t  case  o f  i t  and

fo r t una te l y ,  w€  we re  i n  New 0 r ] eans .  Tha t ' s  when  we  we re  sen t ,

baek  t o  t he  a i r base  i n  l { ew  0 r l eans ,  whe re  t ha t  f amous  D r .  Osehne r

A  Uh -huh .

A  And  T  t h i nk  w i t hou t  h i r n  no  t e1 l i ng .

A  D id  t he  Aux i l i a r y  do  any th i nE i  abou t  t ha t  t i r ne?

A  I I o '  You  know  they  d i d  no t  have  ve ry  many  ac t i v i t i e s  du r i ng

the  ! { a r -  I  t h i nk  i t  a lmos t  k i l l ed  Aux i l i a r y  menbe rs  t o  have  t o

nake  a l l  t hose  d ress ings  f o r  t he  Amer i ean  Red  C ross ,  bu t  t hey

d id  -  And  I  t h i nk  Mrs .  Homan  a lways  had  us  sav ing  nagaz ines  an6

c lean ing  l i nens  f o r  t he  T .B .  pa t i en t s  down  a t  t he  e i t v /  C r : un t y

Hosp i t a l .  They  had  a  k i nd  o f  an  ou tpa t i en t  depa r tmen t .  r t  was

an  i so l a t i on  wa rd  and  a  T .B .  wa rd .  And  so ,  we  saved  i t  t o  g i ve

a t rd  t ha t  was  t he  nos t  eha r i t ab le  t h i ng  t ha t  we  d i d .

a  Bu t  ,  t he  Aux i  l  i a r y  ma i . n  l y  was  soc  i a l  a t  t ha t  t  i ne  .

A  Yes  .  and  ' F re  t r  i ed  t o  keep  up  w i t h  any th i ng  o f  i n t e res t  i n

t he  eommun i t y .  They  I 'm  t r y i ng  remenbe r  how  l ong  t he  ba t i l e

wen t  on  f  o r  i t  t o  be  nade  .  r  t  wasn  ' t  done  .  I  guess  i t  i r ad  been

se t t l ed  be fo re  t he  Second  l r l o r I d  t . | a r ,  bu t  i t  t ook  f o reve r  f o r  t he

s ta te  t o  nake  i t  manda t r : r y  t ha t  you  had  t he  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s

known .

,ct 0h

So

y e a h

+ L ^ +
U I l A  L was  one  

" t  
t he  t h i ngs  t he  Aux i l i a r y  was  do ing

u t lh o l n o r {r . v  r y u u



A  A f t e r  D r .  S a l k ' s  v a e e i n e  c a n e  o u t ,  d i d  y o u  a 1 l  h a v e  a  b i g

p o l i o  d r i v e ?

A You  know  wha t  we  f ound  one  r l ay  dcwn  a t  t he  Tu rne r  Hone  when

we  we re  c l ean ing  ou t  t he  bu t l e r ' s  pan t r y?  we  f  ound  ove r  t r ^ ro

cases  o f  suga r  cubes  t ha t  t hey  mus t  have  used  f o r  i l r e  po l i o

vac  c  i ne  .

tl Uh-huh .

A  Yes ,  we  d i d .  La r r y

hea l t h  f i e l d  and  Ha ry  Von

pas t  p res iden t  o f  t he  Med

wonan  i n  t he  l eague  a f t e r

eve rybody  i n  i t .

A  Bu t ,  when  d id  you  s ta r r

t owa rd  t he  p res iden t  o f  t he

A  I  don ' t  know .  f  guess

had  ne  wo r l< i ng  on  he r  boa rd

bu t  ' 49  
o r  50  bu t  my  j ob

job  was  t o  co l l ec t  money  t c

Nicky ,  who  i s  now head  o f  ou r  pub l i c

Breason ,  who  i s  pas t  p res iden t  o r  was

i c a l  S o c i e t y  s h e  o r g a n i z e d  a l I  t h e

t h i s  5 a l k  d e c i s i o n  u n t i l -  w e  v a c c i n a t e d

work ing  you r  way  up  t he  l aCde r

E I  Paso  Coun ty  Med i ca l  Aux j - 1 i a r y?

V i rg i n i a  G reen  was  t he  f i r s t  one  t h ;e t

and  I  Con  ' t  know  wha t  yea r  t i r a t  was ,

Tu rne r  Home  and  t ha t  was  a  rea l_

A .  I  be t  i t  was

A  Uh -huh .  And  I  s t ayed

r . r as  e  l ec ted  p res  i den t  .

A  Uh -huh .  And  t hen

n o n a m h o - ?

A No  .  I  t  i . r as  some t  i ne  i n  t he  1950s

was  na t i ona l  p res iden t .

f  was  t he  v i ce  and  t hen  ny

t l ' r e  d i shes  and  t he  s i l ve r  f c r  t he

ha rd  j  ob  .

I t  was  when  H rs .  Tu rne r

w a s

l - r r r r t

on  t he  boa rd  un t i l  ( un in te l l iC ib l e ;

w h e n  y o u  w e r e  e l e c + , e d  p r e s i c j e n t ?  D o  y o u



a 0h.

A l t ' s  r i gh t  he re .  She  was  t he  p res iden t  o f  t he  naL iona l  anC

I  was  t he  p res iden t  o f  t he  l oca l  and  Ra lph  was  p res iden t  o f  ; r e

h ig l ,  s choo l .  The re  was  t ha t  p res iden t  i n  1955 .

A  And  t hen ,  when  we re  you  p res iden t  o f  t he  S ta te?

A  1959  and  1960 .

A  Wha t  was  l i f e  he re  l i i t e  i n  E I  Paso  i n  t l r e  ea r l y  i - g50s?  Hcw

b lg  r ^ ras  E l  Paso?

A  r  don  ' t  r emember  .  r  t  hadn  ' t  t aken  t he  t u rn  f  o r  g ro r , r t h  t ha t

we  have  now .

A  Uh -huh .

A  And  r  t h i - nk  t h i ngs  wen t  a l ong  abou t  t he  same  speec .

A  Where  d  i d  t he  l < i ds  go  t c  schoo l?

A  l t { e l l ,  t hey  wen t  t o  E l  Paso  H igh  Schoo l  and  t hey  bo th  wen t  t o

the  un i ve rs i t y  o f  r exas .  Ha r r i s  wen t  t o  A&M fo r  one  yea r .

l . t l e  11  ,  I  don  '  t  l <now  how  rhey  se t t  l ed  i t  .  Bu t

i s  whe re  he  wen t .  We l1 ,  he  was  ve ry  ac t i ve  and  I

t , oo .  So ,  Ra lph  wen t  t o  t he  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Aus t i n

ou t  t c  be  a l t  Ep i seopa l  m in i s t e r  and  t hen  sw i t ehed

o f  one  yea r  and  wen t  i n t o  b i ochem is t r y  and  he  has

s t r o n g  e v e r  s i n c e

€t Y e s .  Y o u ' v e  d o n e  a

A How does  t ha t  ge t  t o  you r  husband

Tha t  was

i f  he  wen t  t o  Texas  A&M?

e h r r r . t € \ r  l -  h . > l
r  q . . J  n L ( J  - r  - . , . . ;

was  t each ing ,

and  he  s ta r t ed

in  t he  rn i dd  I e

been  go ing

Io t  o f  wo rk  i n  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  med i c i ne

te11  us  some th ing  abou t  t ha t?

th i ng  abou t  wo rk i ng  on  t ha t  i s  t he

he re  i n  E1  Paso

A  We l l - ,  t he

.  Can  you

impo r tan t



rol Uh-huh .

A  sone  o f  D r .  Tu rne r ' s  books  abou t  t he  s ta te  r eco rds  wou ld

g i ve  us  i n f  o rma t ion  on  r ^ rha t  was  go ing  on  i n  E l  Fas , : ,  i . r h i * l i  i s

ano the r  check .  Fo r  i ns tance ,  D r .  i t  was  D r .  I , i .  w r i gh t  t ha t

was  t he  second  p res iden t ,  who  repo r ted  t o  t he  S ta te  t ha t  E I  Paso

o rgan i zed  on  t he  f i r s t  day  o f  Oc tobe r ,  1g8g .

A  Tha t ,  we  know .

A  uh -huh .  Because  t ha t  i . s  on  t he  reco rd .  you  see ,  you  happen

on  t hese  t h i ngs  and  i l r e re ' s  r eaL l y  no  way  some t i nes  you

don ' t  even  know  whe re  t o  l ook .

reco rds  o f  t he  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y

cons tan t l y  f i l l i ng  b l ank  spaces

ano the r  sou ree  o f  i n f o r rna t i on ,

H on:e

A  Tha t ' s  r i gh t  .

A  And  you  ean ' t  a l r ^ rays  re l y  on

sone t imes  t hey  g i ve  you  t he  w rong

i s  one  t h i ng  t ha t  has  amused  ne  i n

doc to r s .  D r .  A lwa rd  l r l h i t e  was  t he

wro te  so  many  s to r i es .

a re  l os t ,  t oo ,  so  t ha t  we  a re

and  eve ry  t i n re  you  can  ge t

l i ke  i n  ou r  l i b ra r y  i s  t he  Tu rne r

newspape r  r epo r t s  beeause

in fo rna t i on ,  and  I  know .  Tha t

w r i t i ng  abou t  t hese  a rea

fa the r  o f  0wen  P .  Wh i t e ,  who

t l
q. Uh-huh

A  And  i - n  cheek ing  on  h i s  w r  i t  i nE t  abou t  h i s  f  a t he r ,  he  w ro te

r -h ree  d i f f e ren t  ve rs i ons  o f  how  i l r ey  happene , j  t o  come  to  E1  paso .

so ,  r  dec ided  t ha t  he  wou ld  ra the r  t e1 l  a  good  s to r y  t han  t o  t e l l

t i r e  t r u th .  You  know  good  an r l  we r r  t ha t  D r .  wh i t e  d i d  no t  r l unp

h i s  r " r i f e  o f f  and  l eave  he r  w i t h  he r  f o l ks  when  she  was  f  i x i ng  t o

11



have  a  baby  and  eome  tea r i n€ i  o f f

make  sense .  He  had  t o  accep t  a  j

cus tons  because  he  couLdn ' t  ma l<e

The re  r . r e ren ' t  enough  peop le  he re .

A  When  d id  we re  you  ab le  t o

o Id  Ho te l  D ieu .

A  Yes .  We  i r ave  some  o f  t he

fo rgo t t en  t he  S i s te r  Ma ry  S

she  i s  t he re  anyno re ,  bu t  she

to  h i s  w i f e .  when  he  desc r i bed

Ho te I  D ieu .

A  Uh -huh .  Why  e?as  he  a

A  We I l ,  he  had  come  down

h im  on  a  s t r e t che r .  They  d

New Yo rk .  Bu t ,  a f t e r  f ou r

p rac t  i ce ,  bu t  he  cou ldn  
' t

i n s tance ,  he  had  t o  show  Dr

pe r fo rm  an  appendec tomy

h imse l f  and  D r .  V i1 l as  had

s tood  t he re  and  showed  D r .

t hey  hadn ' t  been  t i r e re .

,ct U h - h u h .  H o w  m a n y

A WeI1 ,  t he re  we re

were  t ha t  had  been

cou rse  t he  Ho te l  D ieu

Haske t t  came  he re  f o r

E l  Paso .  No ,  t ha t  doesn  ' t

as  depu ty  co l - l ec to r  o f

] i v i ng  p rac t i c i nE i  ned i c i ne .

ge t  any  i n fo rma t i on  ou t  c f  t he

+ ^

al- .

a

recc l ' ds  tha t  have  the  f  
' . , ' e

i s t e r  Ha ry  I  dcn ' t  t h i n l<  t ha t

I e t  us  copy  D r .  Ga l l aghe r ' s  l e t t e r

t he  f  i r s t  ope ra t  i on  t he re  a t  t i r e

w r  i t  i ng  t o  h i s  w i f  e?  She  wasn  '  t  he l ' e?

he re  f o r  h i s  hea l t h ,  bu t  t hey  b roueh l - -

i dn ' t  t h i nk  he ' d  l i ve  t o  ge t  he re  f r om

yea rs ,  he  was  ab le  t o  do  sone

-  he  eou ld  no t  f u l f i l ]  f o r

.  V i l l a s  how  to  ope ra te  how  to

because  he  wasn ' t  we l l  enough  t o  do

neve r  done  one ,  so  he  had  t o .  He

V i l l as .  Th i s  woman  wou ld  have  d i ed

hosp i t a l s  we re  a round  a t  t ha t  t ime?

a  number  o f  sna l1  ones  hosp i t a l s  t ha l -

a round  f o r  So ,  wha t  t hey  wou ld  do

the  f i r s t  l a rge  hosp i t a l  and  t hen  D r

h imse l f  f  r r :m  R i chmond ,  V i r g i n i a  and  he

1 1 :



o p e n e d  S a i n t  L u k e ' s  H o s p i t a l ,  w h i c h  w a s  b u i l d  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t

f r o m  w h e r e  t h e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  i s  n o w  a b o u t  w h e r e  t h e  m o t e l  i s

t he re ,  Ho l i day  rnn ,  abou t  t he re .  He  was  t he re .  He  s tayed  t he re

abou t  f ou r  yea rs  and  he  was  r+e l l  enough  t o  go  hone  and  nea r l y

eve rybody  wou ld  come  down  he re  w i t h  T .B .  t o  ge t  we l l  and  a lways

d id  go  back  home  and  bu t  he  go t  D r .  s chus te r .  He  he lped  D r .

sehus te r  ge t  s t a r t ed  and  D r .  sehus te r ,  o f  cou rse ,  bu i l t

P rov idence  Hosp r  i t a l  . .  up  t he  s t r ee t  - -  j  us t  a  coup  1e  o f  b  l o r : ks

f r o rn  whe re  Sa in t  Luke ' s  was .  And  t hen ,  Ra l s ton  Hosp i t a l  was  nea r

whe re  sea rs  i s  no r ^ r .  Tha t  l a t e r  became  the  Hason i c  Hosp i t a l  .

a  r s  t ha t  why  eve rybody  says  t hey  we re  bo rn  i n  t he  o l d  sea rs?

A  Yes .  Bo th  my  sons  u re re  bo rn  t he re  and  eve rybody .  Bu t

Ba ldw in  D r .  Ba rdw in  opened  a  hosp i t a l  f o r  T .B .  and  t ha t ' s  t he

one  t ha t  D r .  Honan  bough t .  r t  was  a  beau r i f u i -  g ray  s rone

bu i l d i ng  up  on  t he  h i l l  above  t he  Med i ca l  cenLe r  and ,  o f  eou rse ,

i l  has  been  t o rn  down .  You  m igh t  r emenbe r  i t  was  Sa in t  Joseph ' s

fo r  a  wh i l e .

a 0h ,  yeah .  The  s teps  a re  s t i 11  i l r e re T h e  c o l t c r e t e  s t e p s

a re  s t  i  l -  I  t he re  .

uh -huh .  Tha t ' s  whe re  many  mo the r  was  f o r  rwo  yea rs  i n

t ha t  hosp i t a l ,  Homan  Sana to r i un .

a  sou thwes te rn ,  was  t ha t  an  o l d  hosp i - t a r?  r s  t ha t  t he

fu rn i t u re  i n  t he re?

No .  No .  They  bu i l t t ha t  t o  ge t  mo re  spaee  and  t h i s  t u rned

fo r  T .B .  pa t i en t s  t ha t  t i r e  peoF , l *

hosp  i t , a I  and  so  t hey  t u rned  i t  i n t o  a

. r r r { -  ; ' . - F  | . -  1 ^I J U L  J U S t  t O  D E

w e r e  g e t t i n g  w e

-  L - ^ - ^  i  +  -  1
a  r r u > l /  J -  L ( 1 I

11  a t  t ha t



gene ra l  hosp i t aL .  Bu t  j . t  was  f  o r  a  l ong  t i nne .  I t  was  j us t  a

and  i t  was  run  by  D r .  Ho rnan  and  D r .  Geo rge  Tu rne r  was  one  o f  t he

owne rs  and  I ' r n  su re  i t ' s  a l l  ehanged  now ,  bu t  some  co rpo ra t i on

owns  t ha t .

a  Yes  .  Two  o r  t h ree  t  i r nes  down  the  road  .  t { hen  was  t he  new

Prov idence  Hosp i t a l  bu i l t  and  when  d id  i t  beeone  so  i nvo l ve r l  w i l i i

Sa rn  YounE i  and  t ha t  g roup?

A  0h  my .  Le t ' s  see .  Tha t  hasn ' t  been  t oo  many  yea rs  ago .

Mrs  .  Scus te r  ! , r as  s t  i  11  a l  i ve  when  t hey  s ta r t ed  wo rk i ng  on  t ha t

on  t ha t  new  hosp i t a l .  I  dec la re .  r  can ' t  r enenbe r .  r ' d  have  t o

ge t  my  no tes  ou t  t o  r eca l l  when  t hey  bu i l t  t ha t  t h i ng .  The re  i s

a  wonde r fu l  a r t i e l e  i - n  one  o f  t he  co l l ec t i ons  o f  a r t i c l es  pu t  ou t

by  t he  Password ,  you  know ,  t he

0h  yeah .

i n  wh i c .h  D r Van  No rman  w ro te  up  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  t he

hosp i t a l  i n  E l  Paso

A  Good .  How many  books  o r  a r t i c l es  have  you  w r i t t en

eonce rn ing  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  ned i c i ne  i n  E l  Paso  and  o f  t he  S ta te i '

A  0h ,  I  imag ine  i t  wou ld  be  round  ZS .  you  go  baek ,  i t  was

Lg73  when  Ju l i . a  B reck  t o  he lp  he r  w i t h  h i s  book  a  s to i . ; '

abou t  D r .  Rh inhe imer ,  t ha t  was  t he  yea r  he  was  se lee te r l  t o  be  i n

the  Ha l1  o f  Fame .  t hen  E1  Paso  H i s to r i ca l  soc ie t y  Ha l l  o f

Fame  .  And  so  ,  we  d  i d  an  a r t  i c  l e  t oge the r  on  h i r n .  I  t  was  ca l l ed

the  Resea reh  and  Romance  o f  Med ie i ne .  t hen .  0 f  cou rse ,  i t  has

b e e n  c h r a n g e d  t o  M e d i c a l  H e r i t a g e  i s  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h a t

c o n n i - t t e e ,  o o w .  A n d  s o  _ .  e v e r y  y e a i .  f  r o m  t h a t  t i m e  o n  ,  i t  w a s

a



e i t he r  a  doc to r  o r  sone th i ng  go ing  on  t ha t  I  w ro te  a r t i c l es

abou t .  And  one  yea r  t he  s ta te  cha i rnan  needed  an  ex t ra  a r t i r : l e ,

so  r  l r r o l e  f  ou r  o r  f  i ve  ex t ra  f  o r  he r  t o  t , ake  down  to  t he  Sou th

wes te rn  nee t i ng  and  I  know  tha t  one  o f  t hem was  an  a r t i e l e  abou t

Dw igh t  D ie te r  as  a  n red i ca l  ass i s t an t  .  see ,  t ha t ' s  a  who re  neT . r

f  l e l d  i n  r ned i ca l  p rac t i ce  and  so ,  t ha t  won  some  k i nd  o f  awa rd .

A  Th i s  i s  Russe l ' s  s l : r ?

A  Yes .  D r .  Russe l  D ie te r  and  V i rg i n i a ' s  son .  And  i l l en ,  o f

cou rse ,  Ys le l t a .  I t  t o l d  some  o f  t he  s to r i es  abou t  when  he

p rac t i ced  rned ie i ne  i n  New Mex i co  i n  t he  w in te r - t ime ,  he ' d  have  t o

r i de  on  ho rsebac l t  t h rough  t he  snow  to  ge t  t o  h : - s  pa t i en t , s  anc i  I

t hough t  Lha t  was  i n te res t i ng .  H i s  S i s te r  becane  i I I  i n  so ( re

sma l l  t own  i n  Texas  and  so  t hey  ea l l ed  D r .  La in  t o  go  and  when  he

go t  t he re .  why ,  he  knew  tha t  t hey  had  no t  been  t r ea t i ng  he r  f o r

wha t  i r as  w ronE l  w i t h  he r .  she  had  sone  k i nd  o f  t , i r i ng  t ha t  was

Ma la r i a  f  eve r  and  t hey  had  g i ven  he r  a l l  t he  w rong  rned i c i ne .  So ,

t , he re  was  no th l - ng  we  cou ld  do .  Bu t ,  he  me t  a  p re t t y  l i t t r e  g i r l

naned  01 i ve  and  so ,  t hey  f  e1 l  i n  1ove .  And  so ,  he  asked  he r  t , o

mar r y  h i n  .  l { e  1 l  ,  she  sa id  she  ' d  
r na r r y  h im  bu t

t o  l i ve  ou t  o f  Texas .  So ,  t he  c l oses t  he  cou ld

and  s t i l 1  keep  he r  i n  Texas ,  bu t  t o  co tne  t o  E l

n r r  f  o  e . F  a r r rJ  U U I  J  ,

A Th i s  i s  t he  boo l< tha t  you  w ro te ,  f  Huess ,  i n

t f e  Texas  Med i ca l -  Assoc ia t i on

Aux i l i a r y?

- L ^  r r ^ . - - ' , r  - - . i  n r +J  l l E  w a ) l r  L  E ' U  - - . o

g e t  t o  l l e w  M e x i e o

Paso I t ' s  a  r e ; r i

gOB f c r  t he

Th i s  i s  t hel ' I onen ' s  Aux i l i a r y  o f

h i s t o r y  o f  t he  S ta te

A  Yes .

I J



A I s  i t ,  s t i l l  i n  p r i n t  anywhe re  o r

A  Yes .  0 f  eou rse  i t  i s .  I 'm  su re  t he re  a re

ava i l ab le ,  bu t  we  have  a  eopy  i n  t he  Tu rne r  Hone

su re  t he re  a re  nnn  i  oc  ' i n  i  he  S ta te  L  i b ra r y .

no  more  cop ies

l  ibrary - .  anr l  I

a  And  r i gh t ,  now .  You  a re  w r i t i ng  a  cookbook .  can  you  t e r l

us  sone th i ng  abou t  t ha t?

A  We l I ,  i t  s t a r t ed  ou t  t o  be  j us t  a  cookbook  and  we  conce i ve r - i

t he  i dea  o f  us i ng  i t  t o  ma rk  t he  ce leb ra t i on  o f  Texas

sesqu i cen tenn ia l .  so ,  i t  became  a  eo l l ec t i on  o f  r ec i pes  abou t

t he  h i s t o r y  o f  Texas  t ha t  t he  cooks  and  t he  l and  whe re  t hey

l i ved  t ha t  t hey  eooked .  And  so ,  i t  beeame  a  va r i _ed  h i s t o r y  o f

cooke ry  i n  E1  Paso  coun ty  and  a l l  ou r  f r i ends  and  f a rn i l y  has

he lped  us  w i t h  t , he  rec i pes .  I , ' I e  have  sone  rea l  nea t  r ee ipes ,  H€

th i nk ,  and  i t  s t a r t ed  r ^ r i t h  t he  na i ze  wh ieh  i s  r nd ian  co rn  and

E ioes  t o  Mousse ,  wh i ch  i s  abou t  t he  f anc ies t  desse r t  t ha t  you  can

make .  And  t hen ,  we  end  w i t h  Mrs .  Honan ,  R .B .  and  H rs .  Honan .

Bu t .  he r  r ec i pe  f o r  Hap le  Mousse .  You  know ,  she  o rgan ieed  ou r

aux i l i a r y .  A l so ,  she  was  t he  f i r s t  p res iden t  and  i t  seened

f i t t i ng  t ha t  we  i nc l ude  and  end  w i t h  t h i s .

A  And  so ,  t h i s  w i t h  be  p r i n ted  t h i s  yea r?

A  Yes .  I l l e  hoped  t o  have  i t  ava i l ab le  by  Augus t .

a  Yes .  A  eoup le  o f  yea rs  &Eo ,  you  d i d  a  h i s t o r y  o f  p i onee rs

o f  t he  doc to r s  he re  i n  E l  paso .

A  Yes  -  Tha t  was  an .  e f  f  r : r t , .  I  had  been  t r y i ng  so  ha rd  f  o r

abou t  t en  yea rs  t o  r es to re  as  much  as  I  can  o f  t he  backg round  o f

t he  Med i ca l  soc ie t y  because .  du r i ng  t he  wa r  yea rs ,  a r1  t he
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r eeo rds  o f  t he  soc ie t y  we re  moved

in  a  vacan t  r oon  down  the re  and  i t

du r i ng  t he i r  t ou rs  o f  du t y  t ha t

and  t hey  rena ined

She  was  t he  one  I  t o l d  you  abou t

dy ing  r ^ r i t , h  T .  B .  and  he  cou ldn ' t

d o w n  t o  L i b e r t y  H a l l  a n d  s t o r e d

w a s  w h i l e  e v e r y b o d y  w a s  a r . 7 a y

t h e  r e e o r d s  ! { e r e  p l a c e d  t h e r e

(End  o f  s i de  one )

A  Mrs .  Ga l l aghe r ,  who  was  t he  w i f e  o f  t he  f i r s t  p res i c i en t  o f

Lhe  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y ,  vo l un tee re r l  t o  go  r l cwn  and  nu rse  because

the re  was  no  one  t o  nu rse  t he  peop le  i n  E l  paso .

A  Wha t  d i d  D r .  Ga l l aghe r  say?

A  Dr .  Ga l l aghe r  say?  Fo r  pe te ' s  sake .  l { e l l ,  t he  one  t ha t  i s

h i s  g randson  knows  abou t  t ha t ,  Co lone l  Ga l l aghe r .

A  I  don ' t  know .

A  Grandson ,  a1 I  r i gh t .  co l one l  F rane i s  Ga r l aghe r .  Th i s  i s

h i s  g randson .  And  anyway ,  she  wen t  t o  wo rk  one  no rn ing .  0 f

co r l r se  t he re  was  no  t r anspo r ta t i on ,  so  t ha t  you  wa l ked  f r om the i r

hon te  ,  wh ieh  was  ae ross  t he  s t r ee t  f  r on  t he  Ho te  1  D  i eu  ,  c  l ea r  , l ow r r

t o  sou th  E l  Paso  and ,  ev i den t l y ,  she  d i d  no t  f ee l  ve r y  good ,  so

she  cane  back  hone  and  1a id  down  and  she  d i ed  t ha t  a f ce rnoon .

A  Wow.  Tha t  was  t e r r i b l e .

A  S h e  w a s  a  b e l o v e d  p e r s o n . t o  eve rybody .

s t r e l che r  and  was

was  abou t  t o  d i e

S h e  e r a s  s o  g o o d

.  H e  c a m e  o n  a

o p e r a t e  w h e n  h e
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o r  sone th i ng  t o  pe r f o rm  an  appendec tony .  And  i n  t h

r  r ead  t ha t  he  w ro te  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  he  sa id  t ha t  no t

wou ld  cone  t o  t he  hosp i t a l  because  t hey  t hough t  i t

you  wen t  t o  d  i e  ,  and  so  ,  he  w ro te  t , ha t  .  And  p re t t y

go t  ove r  t he i r  a t t i t ude  abou t  hosp i t a l s .

A  Do  you  t h i nk  t hey  sa id  t ha t  because  t hey  used

pes t  ho le  hgs l r i t a l s?

i s  l e t t e r  t ha t

ve ry  many

gras  a  p laee

soon  peop le

t o  c a l I  t h e m

A we1 I ,  r  don ' t  t h i nk  t he  hosp i t a l s  eve rywhe re  we re  rn i xed  up

w i t h  t he  p l aces  whe re  t hey  sen t  i l r e  poo r ,  you  know ,  peop le  w i i l r

i n f ee t i ous  d i seases .  r  don ' t  t h i nk  t hey  eve r  m i xed  t hose  up  and

the  on  o f  t hese  ea r l y  doc to r s ,  D r .  Kn r :wb lood  was  t i r ed  o f

be ing  i n  t he  a rny  and  dee ided  when  he  go t  ou t ,  he  wan ted  t o  go

sonewhe re .  He  was  t r ave l l i ng  f r on  Fo r t  Concho  con ing  wes t  and  i t e

go t  t o  E I  Paso  and  dec ided  he  l i ked  i t  and  t hough t  he  wou ld  s tay

he re .  And  he  was  t he  f i r s t  pe rson  t o  be  i n  cha rge  o f  a  hosp i t a l

f o r  t he  peop le  who  had  i n fec t i ous  d i seases  and  he  s tayed  i n

cha rge  un t , i 1  he  began  t o  €e t  t e r r i b l e  a r t h r i t i s  beeause  he  had

been  i n  t he  c i v i r  l t l a r  and  s l ep t  i n  we t  c l o thes  and ,  l i ke  t he

so ld i e r s  d i d  t hey  wou ld  no t  t he  f oo t  so ld i e r s  had  t o

re t i r e .  He  was ,  I  t h i nk ,  i n  t he  l i s t  o f  ea r l y -eone rs  t o  E l  paso .

He  wou ld  be  t he  t h i r d  one .  D r .  A lwa rd  Wh i t e  wou Id  be  t he  f i r s t

and  t hen  D r .  A lexance r ,  who  cane  t o  Fo r t  B l i s s  and  s tayed  he re

and  D r .  Knowb lood  i n  o rde r  o f  t i r ne  i n  wh i - ch  t hey  came  to  E l  Paso .

A  When  d id  D r .  Tu rne r  come  to  E l  paso?

Dr .  5 .  T .  Tu rne r?

v ^ ^

d

rd
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A The  one  we  i r e re  t a l k i ng  abou t .  He  Eo t  he re  i n  18gg .  The

ra i l r oad  sen t  h im .  He  had  been  ove r  i n  Ma r fa  and  t hey  needed  a

d i v i s i on  o f  su rgeons  he re ,  so  t hey  sen t  h im .

A  Now,  when  he  cane  he re ,  was  he  mar r i ed?

A  Oh ,  yes .  He  an r l  H i ss  Ann ie  Lau r i e  Ca rnF '  eane  f  r on  t he re .

They  had  mar r i ed  i n  1882 ,  So  t hey  had  been  na r r i ed  seven  o r  e i gh t

yea rs  by  the  t i r ue  they  cane  he re .  T i rey  had  l os t  t r+o  i n fan t ,  s i : i i : ;

i n  t he  s roa l l pox  ep idem ie .

A  And  t hen ,  who  bu i - l t  t he  house  t he re  on  Mon tana?

A  rn  1910 ,  he  bough t  t he  p rope r t y  i n  1g0s  and  t hen  t hey  bu i r t

t he  house  i n  1910 .

A  And  was  t h i s  t he  cen te r  o f  t he  soc ia l  e ra?

A  we r l ,  i t  r ea l l y  was  Hon tana  s t r ee t .  A lonE i  t ha t  way  was

spa rse l v  bu i l t  t he  D r i ve  o f  t he  C i t y  and  t he  f a rn i l y  t ha t  l i ved

ac ross  f r on  wha t  i s  now  an  a r t  nuseum.  The  Tu rneys  he  was  l - he

s ta te  sena to r  and  t hen  D r .  Tu rne r  and  t hen  D r .  Ra ine r  l i ved

ac ross  on  t he  o the r  s i de  o f  t he  s t r ee t ,  no t  as  ea r l y  as  t hey  i r e re

the re ,  t houE ih .  And  t ha t  p i c t u re  we  have  o f  t he  B run f l o  f r on  h i s

no the r  and  f a the r  had  one  o f  t he  f i r s t  ca r s  i n  t he i r  f am i l y  i p

1910 .  You  can  see  t ha t  Mon tana  S t ree t  i s  no t  paved .

a  D id  we re  t he re  l o t s  o f  pa r t i es  a t  Tu rne r  Home?

A  we1 l ,  t hey  en te r t a i ned  a  ro t  bu t ,  you  l t now ,  she  was  ve ry

i n to l e ran t  abou t  a l coho l  and  l ev i t y  and  she  d i r l n ' t  go  i n  f  o r  any

ch i t cha t ,  I  guess  i s  wha t  you  wou ld  ca l l  i t .  And  she  r ^ ras  a  wa rm

and  rov i ng l y  pe rson .  The re ' s  no  ques t i on  abou t  i l r a t .  Bu i .  she

jus t  t hey  neve r  se rved  any th i ng  a l eoho l i c .
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a  D id  vou  t e l l  me  t hev  be longed  t o  t he  Bap t i s t  chu rch?

A  Yes .  And  she  was  a  ve ry  a rden t  Bap t i s t  and  she  wou ld  E i ve

a l r  he r  noney  t o  t he  Bap t i s t  chu rch .  And  so ,  D r .  Tu rne r  j us t

l ook  he r  a l l owance  away  f r on  he r .  And  so ,  she  s ta r t ed  ren t i ng

ou t  he r  r oom,  so  she  cou ld  have  a  r i t t l e  noney  t o  g i ve  t o  t he

Bap t i s t  chu rch .  she  sa id  he  cou ld  neve r  ge t  ahead  o f  he r .

A  When  d id  she  d i e?

A  She  d ied  i n  1938 .

A  And  t hen  he  remar r i ed?

In  1943 .

And  who  was  h i s  second  w i f e?

A  Lucy  Robe r t s ,  who  was  t he  schoo l t eache r  he re  i n  E I  Paso  and

cane  he re  f r on  C1a rksv i1 Ie ,  Texas  and  t augh t  a t  Bu r l eson  Grade

Schoo l  un t i l  1941  when  she  re t i r ed .  And  I 'm  no t  su re  how  she  and

Dr .  Tu rne r  ne t .  He  was  t en  yea rs  o l de r  t han  she  was ,  bu t

no rn ra l l y  t hey  ne t  one  t ime  i n  t he  sp r i ng  o f  1943 .  They  wen t  t r r

Las  C ruces  w i t h  sone  f r i ends  and  we re  mar r i ed ;  and  one  o f  t he i r

f avo r i t e  pas t imes  was  f o r  he r  t o  r ead  t o  h im  f r on  t he  ] a tes t

nove l s  and  ou t  o f  h i s  ned i ca l  j ou rna l s  and ,  when  h i s  eyes igh t

began  t o  f a i l ,  o f  cou rse ,  i t  was  ve ry  impo r tan t  t ha t  she  had

a l ready  l ea rned  t o  r ead  t hese  t h i nBs  f  o r  h i r n .  He  d i ed  i n  t he

sp r i ng  o f  1946  and  she  s tayed  i n  t he  Tu rne r  Hone  f o r  abou t  a  yea r

and  t u rned  i t  ove r  t o  t he  Hed i ca l  Soc ie t y  i n  Lg4T  because  D r .

Tu rne r  had  l e f t  i t  t o  t he rn  t o  be  used  as  a  r i b ra r y  o r  a  c l ub .

And  so  i n ,  r  guess ,  abou t  t he  sumner  o f  1947 ,  t hey  s ta r t ed  t he i r

o f f i ces  down  the re .  I  r emenbe r  t he  Aux i l i a r y  wo rked  rea l  ha rd  t o
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t r y  Lo  c l ean  up  t he  house .  I t  was  t he  k i t chen  t ha t  was  t he

b igges t  mess  r  eve r  saw  i n  ny  l i f e .  The  t e r r i b l e  wood  s tove

and  you  cou ldn ' t  poss ib l y  use  t he  t h i ng i  i n  you r  1 i f e .  And  i t

t ook  us  a  l ong ,  l onEr  t i r ne  be fo re  t , hey  had  any th i ng  i n  t ha t

k i t ehen .  I t  was  t he  g rea tes t  f i l t h .

A  Then ,  t he  s tove  t ha t  i s  i n  t he re  now  i s  no t  t he  o r i g i na l  one

o f  t he  house?

A  No .

a  The  f u rn i t u re  i n  t he  d i n i ng  roon ,  t ha t ' s  o r i g i na l?

A  Tha t  be lon$s  t he re .  Tha t  i s  sone  o f  t he  f u rn i t u re  t ha t  t hey

o rde red  f r om New Yo rk .

And  wha t  abou t  t he  f u rn i t u re  i n  t he  l i v i ng  room?

We11 ,  pa r t  and  p i eces .  Tha t  l i t t l e  E i r een  l ove  sea t  and  t he

two  cha i r s  D r .  and  Mrs .  Jo rdan  gave  t ha t  t o  t he  Med i ca l

soc ie t y  and  r  don ' t  be l i eve  anyno re  f u rn i t u re .  r  don ' t  know  wha t

happened  t o  t he  res t  o f  t he  f u rn i t u re  and  whe i l r e r  o r  no t  D r .

Tu rne r  E iave  i t  t o  t hem.  I  don ' t  know .

A  wha t  abou t  t he  d i shes  t ha t  a re  i n  t he  eh ina  cab ine t ,  t he re

i n  t he  d i n i ng  room?

A We l l ,  some  o f  t he rn  we re  t he re

d i f f e ren t  nenbe rs  o f  t he  Aux i l i a r y

pu t  t he rn  i n  t he  ch ina  cab ine t .

and  sone  were  g i ven  by

who  wan ted  to  show the rn  and

a  when  d id  you  s ta r t  us i ng  t ha t  as  you r  l uncheon  p lace?

A  l { e l l ,  r {B  d i . d  r i gh t  away ,  excep t  t ha t  you  have  t o  a l nos t

b r i ng  t he  f ood  i n  cups  because  i t ' s  r ea l  ha rd  t o  Ee t  any th i ng

done  i n  t ha t  k i t chen  ,  no t  on  1y  cook -w i se  ,  bu t  t o  r . r ash  up  t he
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d i shes  i s  a  b i g  cho re .

A  When  you  renode led  t he

s tove  i n  t he re ,  d i d  you  pu t

t he re?

k i t ehen  and

you  nus t

You  go t  t he

have  pu t  a

El reat  b  ie

nee r  s ink  i n

Th i s  c0nc ludes  t oday ' s  i n t e r v i ew

aga in .  Thank  you .

Perhaps  we  can  eome bac i r

Pos tno te  D r .  s .T .  Tu rne r  d i ed  f r om o f  d i abe tes  a f t e r  he

had  one  o f  l egs  a rnpu ta ted .

A  0h ,  r ^ re  had  to  ,  yes  .  Those  two  s  i nks  i n

A  Wha t  was  i n  t he  l i t t l e  s i nk  t ha t  was  i n

Tha t ' s  a l so  new ,  as  a re  t he  d i shes .

A  Yes .

Mrs .  Lucy  Tu rne r  had  a  ga rage

so ld  o f f  a  l o t  o f  t he  f u rn i sh ings .

Mrs .  Geo rge  (N i ka )  Tu rne r  go t

Lhe  d i n i ng  room.  The  c r ys ta l  one

Aux i  I  i a r y  .

t he re  a re  new .

the  bu t l e r ' s  pan t r y?

sa i l  j u s t  be fo re  she  noved  and

the  T i f f any  chande l i e r  f r om

the re  no rv  was  bough t  by  the
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