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BI OGRAPHI CAL S'/t lOPSI S 0F INTERVI EttEE:

El  Paso  o r thoped i c  su rgeon ;  bo rn  1908 ,  E l  Paso ,  Texas l  a t t ended  E l  Paso  e1e -
men ta ry  schoo . l s ,  E l  Paso  H igh  sehoo l ,  E l  Paso  Jun io r  co l l ege ;  g radua te  o f
Texas Col lege of  Mines and Northwestern Uni-vers i ty  Medical  School ;  in terned
in San Francisco at  San Quinton Pr ison;  marr ied,  1932;  or thopedic in tern at
Mayo Cl in ic ;  served in U.S.  Army dur ing Wor ld War I I ;  E1 Paso County l l is tor-
i ca l  Soc ie t y  Ha l l  o f  Hono r  hono ree ,  L993 ;  d ied  Sep tenbe r  24 ,  1993 .

9t.h4MARY OF INTERVIELI:

Recounts medical  educat ion and t ra in ing as U.S.  Arny or thopedist ;  in ternship
expe r i ence  a t  E l  Paso  C i t y -Coun ty  Hosp i t a l ;  cou r t sh ip  o f  w i f e ,  Ju l i a ;  r eco l -
lects area physic ians;  ment ions construct ion of  baby sani tor ium in Cloudcrof t ,
New Mexico;  e lect ion act iv i t ies in  the El  Paso County Medical  Society l  forma-
t ion of  the El  Paso Orthopedic Surgery Group;  hours donated by area physic ians
to El  Paso Ci ty-County l tospi ta l ;  connents on d i f ferences in  pract ice of  or tho-
pedics before and af ter  Wor ld War I I ;  advances made in anesthesio logy,  su l fan-
i lamides and penic i l l in ;  broad spectrum of  ant ib iot ics;  r iddance of  operat ive
infect ions;  invent ion of  non- i r r i ta t ing a l loys for  use in  or thopedi-c  surgery l
h igh inc idence of  tuberculos is  of  bones and jo ints  in  chi ldren;  development  of
c l ima to logy  i n  no r the rn  U .S . ;  E1  Paso  as  cen te r  f o r  t r ea tmen t  o f  t ube rcu los i s
in Southwest ;  ment ions c i tyrs sani - tor iums;  conments on pol io ;  area hospi ta ls ;
changes in of f ice and operat ing room fees.

Leng th  o f  I n tenu iew :  45  m inu res  Leng th  o {  Tnansc r i p t  &gg "



^ ,  4  -  - n

T h i s  i : - :  a n  i n t e r v i e . . ^ t  w i t i r  L o u  i s  ' d  .  B r e c k  b y  H  .  D  .  G a . r * l ' e t i  .

A  I , I e ' r e  g o i - n g  t o  h a v e  a  i i t t l e  c h a t  a b o u l  s o n e  o l d  t : - n e s  t h a t

h e  a n d  I  h a v e  s h a r e d  t o g e t h e r  a n d  s o n e  t h a l  I  d i d n ' t  s h a r e  w i t h

h i r n .  F i r s t  i  w a n t  ' u o  s a y  t h a t  I ' v e  k n o w n  D r .  B r e c k  5 0  y s a r s .  I

n e t  h i r n  w h e n  I  w a s  a n  i n + . e r n  a t  o l d  C i t y / C o u n t y  H o s p  i t a i  ' ; n i c h  i s

n o w  T h o m a s o n  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t . a l - .  D r .  B r e c i . :  i + a s  o i - r e  o f  ' - u :  3 , i J - i

l e a c h e r s  b e e a u s e  h e  g a v e  u s  t i r o e .  H e  i l a i n e  a u * , ,  i : a l k e c  i r :  - i s ,  l - e t

u s  d o  t h i - n g s  h a r r d s - o n  k i n d s , l f  o l d - f a s h i - u n e d  t r e a t n e r : i  * - h a t

i  n  t - - . - r r p r i  e r ' n e , - i  - ' h ' r e ' i  n  i ' - n c '  l -  +H r r . y r a , , r a r r o  u r o e a E j U I e  S O  n U f l - 1 .  H e  h a S  L t , e = 1 ,  b , : : i l i

p r o f e s s i c r r a i l y  a n d  n o r r p r o f e s s i r : n a I l y  a n  - , u t s r a r i d i n g  c i - - t : e j i  r f  E l -

P a s o ,  a n d  i t ' s  a  p l e a s u r e  t . o  t a l k  t o  h i n  a b c u t  s o m e  c f  i : . :  t i r i i : g =

n f  i - h ;  n l e t  A ^ , i  t t a ' p o  c i , r i r ' r  . l - a  - + ' - e *  - . ! t  L "  - - l ' i ' - - ' ' - i -  ' - l - - - -
.  A I I L I  W C  I . E  B U I l i t s  L U  5 L i l f  t  ) L L  ) y  r t l y  d . 5 l t i l i 5  . . i l - r  4 i l s : E

he  was  bo rn  and  some th ing  abou t  h i s  eduea t l , : n  so  t ha t  r a  l an  $ i ve

us  a  backe round .

0  I ' l eL i .  I  was  bo rn  i n  E t  Pasc '  i n  1309 .  Tha t ' s  81  l .E r :  3 .E ; . .

I t  l ^ r a s  I ' n  s o r r y .  I ' n  i l ' : e  s o n  o f  a  p i c l i e e r  , l e n t i s i  : n i . ' ;  ? a m e

h e r e  i n  i 8 3 6  ,  a r r d  I  w a s  o f  c o u r s e  ,  w e n  i  l h r o u g h  t h e  g i . e n l l l a i '

s c h c , c , i  a r r C  t h e n  h i g h  s c h o o i .  E 1  P a s o  H  j - g h  l ' ; ) - i i - . , D 1 -  w a s  3  6 i ' n  a :

t h a t  t " i m e .  I  t h  j . n k  p r o b a b l y  i t  s t i l - i  i - s .  A n d  l h e r r  t - i e : e  w a - r  a n

i r r s t i t u t i o n  h e r e  c a l l e d  E 1  P a s o  J r .  C o l L e g e  f o r  a b o u t  i e n  y e a r s .

A : l d  L h e  i a s t  y e a r  i t  w a s  i n  e x i s l e n e e  I  w e r r t  l o  t h a t .  a i c i  i . l  w a s

1 , - r c s - r e , j  i n  t h e  E 1  P a s o  H i g l - i  S c h o o l  B u i i d r n B  b e r j a u s e  t h e r ' -  w a s  a

1 o t  o f  e x t r a  s F a c e  t h e r e .  I t  w a s  o v e r F , . r u i i t  1 : o  t a k e  u l l  s i a c k  a l  a

l a t e r  d a t e  - -  , J r  1 : o  p r o d u c e  s l a c k  t o  b e  t a k e r r  u p  a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e .



So  I  wen t  t o  E l  Paso  J r .  Co l l ege  one  yea r ,  and  t hen  I  l i ke  t o  sav

tha t  I  e l osed  E I  Paso  J r .  Co l l ege  i n  t 926  and  opened  t he  acade ra i c

d i v i s i on  o f  t he  Texas  Co l l ege  o f  H ines  t he  f o l l ow ing  yea r  i - n

1827 .  t . l l e  d i dn ' t  do  ve ry  we l l  a t  we  we ren ' t  ve r y  we l cone  a f

Texas  Wes te rn  o r  t hen  Texas  l { es te rn ,  I  nea r l  bu t  t ha t ' s

ano the r  s t o r y .  Fo l l ow ing  t ha t ,  I  wen t  t o  No r thwes te rn  Un i ve rs i t y

He , j i - ea l  Se i r oo l  f  o r  ny  f  ou r  yea rs  o f  med iea l  eduea t i on ,  and

f  o l l ow ing  t ha t  I  was  de te rm ined  t o  do  gene ra i  p raL ' t i ce .  i

i n t e rned  i n  San  F ranc i seo  whe re  I  go t  a  l i ne  on  an  i ns t i t u t i ona i

j ob  a t  San  Qu in ton  P r i son ,  t he  b i gges t  p r i son  i n  t he  U i r i t =c i

S ta tes  a l  t ha t  t ime  s i x  t housand  i nma tes .  And  t he re  i  l ea r ' ned

an  aw fu l  l o t  o f  gene ra l  med i c i - ne  and  su rge ry .  A r i d  a f  t e r  be i - ng '

t he re  abou t  a  yea r .  i  dee ided  t ha t  I  d i d  no t  wan t  t o  do  gene ra l

p rac t i ce ,  t ha t ,  I  wan ted  t o  do  a  spee ia l t y  and  know  no re  and  more

abou t  l ess  and  I ess ,  ds  t he  say ing  goes .  So  I  was  accep ied  a t

t he  Mayo  C l i n i c  f o r  an  o r t hoped i c  r es i dency ,  wh i ch  i s  whe re  I  d i d

m w  r r r t l - r - r n e d i r -  r e s i d e n c v  T  r e t u r n e d  t o  E 1  P a s o  i n  1 9 3 7 .  N o w ,u J  r L  ' 2 L L V L /  v . . v J  .

w a n t  l o  g o  b a e k  a n d I L - ^ ^ ^  L ^ - ^  - . i - ^  +  € , - -  o
v t r  u e e l l  i l E r E  E V E r  3 J - l 1 u c ,  s J 1 . u s p  L  L e L  , a

pe r i od  i n  t . I o r I d  l l Ja r  I I .  I  wan t  t o  go  back  and  ne r r t i on  sone th i n t

abou t  E I  Paso  C : -Ly iCoun ty  Hosp i t a l  Thomason .  When  I  f i n i shed

med i ca l  schoo l ,  I  was  o f f  I o f  t he ]  r eg i s te r .  I  go t  two  o r  t h ree

mon ths  ba fo re  ny  i n te rnsh ip  s ta r t ed  i n  Ca l i f o rn i a .  L i ke  nos t  E I

Pasoans .  I  had  t o  go  t o  Ca l i f o rn i a  f o r  t h ree  yea rs ,  bu t  i  go t

t ha t  ou t -  o f  ny  sys ten .  Anyway ,  be fo re  go ing  t o  Ca l i f o rn i a ,  I

wen t  t o  E1  Paso  C tLy /Coun ty  Hosp i t a l  f  o r  two  mon ths .  D r .  Bu i l - e r

t u rok  ne  on  as  an  ex t ra  i n t e rn  w i t hou t  pay ,  and  I  was  ve ry  g l ad  t o



ge t  i t .  I  l ea rned  an  aw f  u1  1c t  t , he re  and ,  as  D r .  Ga r re t t  sa i - ' j ,

he  was  an  i ne reC ib l y  good  adn in i s t r a t c r .  l i e ' 1 ,  I  can  I 'm

eoming  back  t o  t ha t  was  t he  C tLV /Cou r r t y  l i c sp i t a i  l l o ,  i - l :

F r r  ehead  anc l  f i n i sh  mv  d i scuss i cn  o r  t he  C i t ' y r iCou r r t ' y  Ho :p i t ' aL '6 u  r s r '

D r .  G a r r e t t  h a s  C i s r : u s s e d  i l  e l s e w h e r e ,  I  i n a g i n e ,  p t t b a b l - y  o n

a r r o t h e r  t a p e .  B u t  i n  a n y  c a s e ,  n y  n a : n  e : { p E i -  i e n c e  w i i n  D r  .

E u i l - e r  i { a s  n o t h i n g  i r u t  f  a v c r a b l e .  H e  I . I a ; :  a l r  i n , - , r = r : i ' l - r i : , r  S , r r - r : i

a d n i n i s t r a i o r ,  a s  D r .  G a r r e l t  h a s  a 1 - r e a , 3 y  s a i d .  l , I h e r i  I  s i a r t = ' :

r - r u + u  l n  p r a c t i e e  i n  E l  P a s o  i n  7 9 3 7  ,  i  h a d  a  l o t  o f  s p a r e  t i n e .  I

r e a l - y  p u t  i n  t h e  t i n e  d o r . ; n  t h e r e ,  a n c '  I  ; u t  i n t o  F , r e c t i c e  a  
' .  ' - !

o f  t n i n E i s  I  h a d  l e a r n e d  d u r i n g  m y  r e s : - c i e n : y .  T h e r e  w a s  a  n e w

t  e r l - , n  ' '  n r r c  f  n r  s e t . i i  n o  f  r n n t . u r e s  i r r  a  f  r a r l e  "  I t  l ^ r a s  c a l - i e d4 \ a q . v € 9 9 ! t r r 6

t r a r ; s f i x a t i o n .  Y o u  p u t  n u i t i p l e  p i n s  L n  : h e  f , w o  f r a g , n : n : s  ' : r -  - - ' : . -

t i b  i a . ,  p u t  t h e r r  i n  a  f  r a n e ,  a n d  t u r n  s o n e  s . i r e w s  D l l e  w a y  i t l l r l

a n o t h e r  u n t i l  y o u  g e t  t h e  f r a g n e n t s  i ' r s t  r t g n : ,  a n i  t i e n

c r - ' f l d i t , i o n  a p p l y  a  c a s l .  ' v { e I 1 .  t i - r e  f  i r s L  : a s e  I  d i ' l  t u : : n e C  c , u t  : i

L . e  q u l t e  d i f  f  i : u 1 t ,  a n C  I  ' , q a s  t , a r . - i n E l  : { - r - r ' i s  I : - L ; e  a s  L  s a y i : : - '

! t ) ? i ,  L i k e  i h e y  w e r e  g o i r r E  c u f  t ' : f  s t y i + ,  A i l C  a f  l e l '  a i - . u . u t  4 F .

m : - n u t e s  , ) f  t h a t ,  h e r e ' s  D r .  E u l l - e r  a t ,  i h e  - , F : l ' a t i n g  r { ) r j r n  r l r - . : i . r t '

0  I  ean  see  h im  now .

A  a n d  h e  b e 1 1 o w e d ,  " l d h a t  a r e  y o u  ' j o i n g ,  D r .  B l ' e c i t ? "  H e

s a i d ,  " Y o u ' v e  t a h e n  m o r e  x - r a y s  o f  t h i s  p a : i e n t  t h a n  n o s t

' : r t h o p e d i e  s u r g e D n s  t a k e  o f  1 0  o r  1 5 .  T h i s  t a s  g o t  t , ;  s t o p .

"  i n t r e i l - ,  I  e x p l a i - n e d  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  t - o  h i n ' r  a n r i  t h a t  I  w a s  r e a d i : r g

n n  _ i r .  s n d  h e  e a i , - . 1 .  " Y n t r ' r e  . < . - . i - *  + - n  l - - " 6  - , - r  o ? A f . 1 - . i r - . e  t l f g tJ a 4 s ,  r L t u  r d  S J l r r E  
I - U  r : A V !  ! / ! 4 ! u 4 u ' -

s o n e ' ; h e : : e  e I s e .  T h i s  w i i l  b e  * , h e  i a s t  c a s e  l i k e  i h a i  y c u  d o .  "



I  sa i d ,  " ! { e }1 ,  can  I  t ake  one  no re  se t  o f  x - r ays  and  ge t  t he

o f  t h i s  t h i ng? "  He  sa id ,  "We I } ,  a l l  r i gh t ,  bu t  don ' t  e \ t e r  do

th i s  p rDeedu re  aga i -n .  "  An ' l  D r .  Ga r re t t ' s  l augh ing  a t  I ne .  I

r n  I a r roh .  i . on .  I  r l as  abso lu te l y  appa l l ed  t ha t  he  o rde red  ne
- q q 6 ^ r ,

q t o n -  h i r t  T  s u r e  d i d  w h a t  h e  s a i d  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  g o i n E
r  e v F ,  p s  v  -

aga ins t  h i n :  .  f  was  ex t re rne  I y  f  ond  o f  D r  .  Bu t  1e r  ,  ds  was

Dr .  Ga r re1 . t .  0 f  c cu i ' seJ  w f l en  I  d i d  t ha t ,  i t  was  a  ] opg  t i l ne

a f t e r  ny  i n t e rnsh ip ,  bu i  i t  d i dn ' t  nake  any  d i f f e rence .  He

r  i gh t  d r - . ,wn  on  t op  o f  me  .  l r | e  1 ]  ,  I  eou  l d  t e  11  s to r  i - es  abou t  t

r  E S t

h a v e

* n

L -  +
l l L l  L

-  w e I 1 ,  I  w a n t  t o  t e l l -  o n e  c t h e r  s t o r y ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  t h a t  t h e

c D e r a l i n p  r o o n q  n f  { r n r l  I ' s e .  w e r e  n o t  a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d  a l  t h a t
v  l . v r 4 t 2 L t r  E  L v v r . t p t  ' J L  v v s - v v ,

i ' i  m e  A n r ' l  r r n f n r f r r n e f e l v  L h e r e  t { a s  a  s t e a m  s t e r i l i z e r  i n  t h e
! l g r s  r  

q l l q  t  q l l !  4 e e L J  t

space  be tween  t he  two  ope ra t i n$  rooms .  And  i f  yDu  d id  a  case

la te  i n  t , : r e  day ,  by  t he  t i r ne  you  go t  t h rough  i t  was  i us t

' i  nc r . e r J  i  h  l v  ho t  i n  t he re  .  I  ' d  be  a f  r a i d  t o  use  a  t he rnone te r  t c
4 . a v !  v s - v r J

s e e  .  B u t  w h a i  I  t o  l d  e v e r y b o d y  w a s  f  n e e d e d  t h e  i n t r a . r e n o u s  : r f

s a l i - n e  i r r s t e a d  c f  t h e  p ' a t i e n t .  W e l - 1 ,  a n y n a y .  a f  1 : e r  s u c h  e a s e s

a n ' J  o r t h a p e C i c  c a s e s  c a n  b e  k i n d  o f  h a r d  t o  d c  p h y s i c a i i y  w e  
' r l

g r l  t o  a r r c l h e l ' r o o n  w i t h  a  f a n  i n  i t  a n d  h a v e  a  g l a s s  o f  o r E l l g e

i n i r - - e  a n r l  E e f .  c o c l e d  o f f  t a k e  a  s a l t  t a b l e t  a n d  s o m e  w a l e r ' .
u q , v  :  - ? e

Bu  t  t hose  r t pe ra t  i r r g  r uons  I ^ re re  i nc red  i b  1y  ho t  .  They  I ^7e re  a1 l

ove r  t he  c  i . t , y ,  bu t  i n  t , he  m idd le  i n  June  t he re  i t  r eou  1d  be

some th ing  e l se .  1 r | e11 ,  t ha t ' s  enough  o f  t he  C i t y lCoun t ' y  I - l osp i+ ' aL ,

I  t h i nk .

W h e n  d i d  y o u  n a r r y ?

0 h ,  y e s .  I n  1 9 3 2 .  R i g h t  a f t e r  n Y

rst

r  i  o h t  a f  t e r  I  f  a c e , l- : 6 r .



t ha f  f j - r s t  t h ree  two  mon ths  a t  C tLy /Coun ty  Hosp i t . a i :

m r r r i s , - l  - { n  t r ' l  P q . : n  o ' i r l I  m e t  h e r  f i r s t  i n  h i . g h  s c h o c i ' a n d  w e

d a t e d  a b o u t  a  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e n  l ^ t e  s e p a r a t e d  c o m P l e t e I y .  3 u :

i n te res ts  par ted ,  and  she  wen i  to  a  un ive rs i t y  in  ind iana ,  anC I

w e n t  t o  I { o r t h w e s t e r n  i n  C h i c a g o .  A n d  t h e n  o n e  s u m n e l :  s e ' : E : a i

v e a r s  l a t e r  I  m e t  h e r  a t  a  d a n e e  a t  t h e  r t t r u - r f i e n ' S  C l - u b .  I  : o i - , ' i

k n o w  w l i a t  d a u c e  i t  w a s .  A g a i p ,  t I i s  t i n e  I  f  e i ] -  n a d l y  i l - i  i o v e

w i t h  h e r .  A t  t h a t  t i n e  I  w a s  t w o  y e a r s  f r o : i r  J r a c l u a t j - ' - , n ,  1 : . J ; h e

w a s  t w o  y e a r s  f  r r . , r l t i  g u e d u a t i o n  f  r c n  c o l - l - e g e .  3 o  r - t  w 8 . s  a  - ' - l i 5

w a i t ,  b u t  s h e  w a s  a l l  f o r  i t ,  
" c , ; .  

S h *  t j ; r * r p p u a  i h :  n 3 : 1  i . - . -  ; r ' 5

p i n r r e d  t o  b ) ' 4 .  f r a t e r u i t y  p i n  a t  h e r  l o u a i ' . ' a 1 . 1 - e g e  i . n

i n d i a n a p o l i s ,  a n d  I  k e p t  t h e  r a i l s  h o t  b e L w ; e n  i h i c a g c '  r . : - , i

I n d i a n a p o l i s  t o  t h e  b e s t  c f  m y  a b i l i r - y ,  I ' ' j  s l e e F , g o i : ; g  j : w : - .  3 1 - . , j

s i e e p  c c m i n g  b a c k .  G e t  i n  t w o  d a y s  a t  f  n d i a : r a p : i i s .  B u ; .

a n y w a y ,  I  d i d  t h a t  t o  n a k e  s u r e  t h a t  s h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o

N o r l : h w e s t e r n ,  w h i c h  w e  d i d ,  a n d  w e  r l a t e d  s o m e  i h e n .  T a i k - n g

a b u - r u t  d a t i n E ; 3 . 1 o t ,  i t ' s  n o l :  r e a l - l y  a l - 1  t h a :  i : i g ,  y c u  r - r l ' r .  E r ' ' e t r

a s  a  j u n i o r  a n d  s e n i o r  i n  n e d i c a l  s c h o o l - ,  i  C i r l n ' t  h ' : . v e  3  l e , : ' l ' :  ' - r f

a  l o t  ' r f  s p a r e  t i n e  b e e a u s e  n y  f  a t h e r  h a d  d i e d .  I  h a ' l  i c  p u t

n : ; ' s e l f  t h r o u g h  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l ,  l i t e r a l l - y ,  t n e  I a s t  y e e l  r : l l  f

h a i f  .  A n y w a y ,  n y  w i f e ,  J u 1 i a ,  w h o  d i d  c u t  q u i t e  a  s w a t h  h e r e  j - t r

E L  P a s o  a  c i v i c - n i n d e d  e i t i z e n  w a s  b c r n  h e r e ,  a l s o .  A n d  o f

a i l -  L h i n g s ,  h e r  f  a t h e r  k n e w  n y  f  a l : h e r  l c n g  b a f  o r e  w e  w e r e  o o i , x

b c : : n  , ) n l y  c a s u a l 1 y .  T h e y  w e r e  s p e a k i n g  f r i e n d s  c n l y ,  a i - . c  i h e i

r ^ r e  a l  L  w e n t -  t o  t h e  s a n e  e h u r e h  t h e  F  i r s t  P r e s b y t e r  i a r r  i h u r r l i  .

' A  t r l h e n  d i d  y o u r  e h i l d r e n  c o m e  a l o n g ?



A  I { e I l ,  l e t  m e  s e e . I l t r e  na r r i ed  i n  1932 .

b o r n  i n  1 9 3 4 ,  a n d  t h e n  l t e  h a d  a n o t h e r  o n e  t w o

t h e  w a r  c a n e  a l o n g  a n d  f o u l e d  u p  e v e r y t h i n g ,

and had  two  nore  towards  the  end  o f  the  war .

A Uh-huh .  And  whe re

A  l . | e l 1 ,  f rV  o l des t  son

yea rs  no r ^ I  50 ,  I  t h i nk

i n r r o n t r r u  e r r d  h o ' q  n r p f  t r . r
4 r r v v r r u v r ,  v  r - v v e J

younges t  son  who ' s  abou t

T h e  f i r s t  o n e

y e a r s  1 a t e r .

s o  w e  w a i t e d

And I  guess

l i ves  he re  i n  E l  Paso .  He ' s  wha t

Do ,  54  .  He  ' s  a  p ro fess  i cna l

we l l  known  he re  i n  E l  Paso .  HY

e igh t  o r  t en  yea rs  younge r  i s  an  11

w d >

T  hen

a  wh i  l - e

the

l - as t  one  was  bo rn  i n  1945 .

A  Le t ' s  see .  You  had  two  boys  and  two  g i r l s ;  i s  t ha t  r iE i h r?

Tha t . ' s  eo r ree t  .

a re  t hey  now?

n. u .

H e  r l c e s  f  a m i - l v  D r A o t . i  c e  a n d  i s  b o a r d  c e r t i f  i e d  ! n  i t .  H e
r q . ! r - ! J  r r * v

p rac t i ced  i n  Ca l i f o rn i a  Los  Ange les  f o r  a  ve ry  l uc ra t

g roup  a r i r l  d i d  qu i t e  we l l  f o r  e i gh t  yea rs ,  and  t hen  he  he

h i s  w i f  e  d i scove red  t ha t  h i s  eh i l d ren  l ^ re re  g row ing  up  t c  be

c D n p l e t e  h o o d l - u n s .  T h e y  w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  t h e y  w e r e  b e g i r r n i r r g

t o  g e t  c o n p l e t e l y  o u t  o f  c o n t r o - 1 ,  a n d  t h e y  d e c i d e d  t o  l - e a v e

l h e r e ,  a n d  a f  t e r  s h r t p p i n g  a r o u r r d  a  w h i i e  b e l i e v e  i l  o r  n o i ,

f  h e w  o ' i  n k e d  C l o u d c r o f  t .u L . e  J

A .  I t ' s  q u i t e  n i c e .  G o o d  c h o i c e .

A  A n d  t i r e y ' v e  b e e n  v e r y  h a P p y  u p  t h e r e .  H e ' s  a  f  a r n i l y

c h v s ' i  r - ; i a i - r  f o r  C l o u d c r o f t  a n d  t h a t  e n d  o f  S a e r a u r e n t o  m o u n t a i . n s
r  r . J  s

t ha t  p rac t i ce .  I  don ' t  know  whe re  e l se ,  t hough .

And  you r  two  E i r l s?

Yeah .  My  younges t  daugh te r  I i ves  ou t  he re  i n  t h i s  eas fe rn

al- iO

€t

n



D a r t  c f  E l  P a s o  o u t s i d e  o f  E l  P a s o  a . l n o s t  t o  t h e  l . l a e o

f l o r : n t a i n s .  S h e  n a r r i - e d  a  d e n t i s t ,  a n r l  t h e y  h a v e  t w o  b o y s

b o t h  i n  c o l l e g e ,  a n d  o l - 1 ,  i n c i d e n t a l j - y  I ' 1 i  g o  b a e k

o l d e s t  s o n .  T h e y  h a d  t h r e e  b o y s ,  a n d  o n e ' s  o u l  o f  s c h o o l

w e  1 1  ,  t h e  s e e o n d  o n e  g r a C u a t e d  a n d  o n E  i s  s t  i  1 1  i n  t i r e

u n i v e r s i t y  s t i l l  i n  s c h o o l .  A n d  t h e n  A l a n ,  i I i Y  y o u r r E ; + r

h a o  t w o  s o n s  .  B o t h  o f  t h e n ' r  a r e  r r o w  i r r  t h e  u n  i v e r s  i t y  .

w h o  a r e

f ,o  my

a  And  you r  o the r  daugh te r?

A  M y  o t h e r  d a u E i h t e r  w a s  a  m a v e r i c k  a s  i ' a r  a s  t h i s  p a r l  o f  t i r e

c o u r l r  j . ' y  i s  c o r r c e r n e d .  S h e  g o t  i n v o l v e d  i r r  N e w  Y o r h  b y  g o i n g

t h e r e .  ' * I e 1 1 ,  I  w o n ' t  g o  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s .  A n y r v a y ,  s h e  e n d e i  u p

i n  N e w  Y o r k .  S h e ' s  b e e n  t h e r e  a b o u t  1 5  y e a r s ,  a n d  s h e ' =  a  d y c C -

i n - t h e - w o o I  N e w  Y o r h e r  a n d  l i v e s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  M a n h a t - t a n ,  j u s i

o f  f  C e r r t r a L  P a r k .  S h e ' s  a  l e g s . l  a s s i s t e . n i  " " o  a r .  a t t o r n e y  t , l - l * r * .

T r . o i - ' =  o  F , i <  q a l a r v  e n d  v n l r  - e n  h n r e l v  n a k :  E n d s  m e e t  * * i t h : u t  a, | g  L  -  a  L ' r E  p a l a r  
J  

q r r u  
J  u u  t J a L L  a a L  L  L J  . l /

. ' i r  l

A  T e l l  L l s  r r o w  s o n e  o f  y o r - r r  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t i i  p ' h y s i c i a n s  i n  E i

P a = , ;  l h a r "  y o u ' v e  k n o w r i  a . n d  h a d  s r l  l n a . n l , '  i n l : e r e : ; l  j - t - r g  - x p e r ' i e t - i c e s

" i  
+  h ?

A  i { e l i ,  t h e r e ' s  a  I ' 1 1  l i s t  s o n e  o f  t h e  l - e a d i n g  d o c t , o r s

h * r e  i n  E l  P a s o  w h e n  f  o p e n e d  n y  o f f i c e  h e r v  i n  1 9 3 7 .

D r  .  R h e  i n h e  i m e r  w a s  h e r e  a n d  v e r y  a c t  i v e  .  H e  w a s  s o r t  , : f  a n

i n - b e t , w e e n .  H e  w a s  a  I o t  y o u n g e r  t h a n  I ,  b u ' "  s t i 1 l  n o t  r e a l 1 y

o r - r i  o f  l h e  o l d e s t  o I d - t i n e r s .  T h e r e  w a s  a  D r .  G a l l a B h e r  h e r e ,  a n

T r i s h m a r r  a n d  a  f  i g h t i n g  I r i s h r r a n .  H e  w a s  a i w a y s  u p  t o  s o m e t h i n g .

T h e n  i h e r e  w s s  a  D r .  [ . { i l l  R o g e r s  h e r e  w h o  w a s  a l s o  p r e t , t y



o u l s p o k e n  a b c u t  e v e r y t h i n € .  I n e i d e n t a l l y ,  I  w o u l d  s a y  a l I  t h e

d o c t o r s  o f  t h a t  v i n t a g e  w e r e  p r e t t y  s t a l w a r t  p e o p l e  a u d  h e l d

t h o i  r  d r n r r n r i  a h n r r t  f  h i  n E s
!  5 !

A B.  F .  S tevens  d idn ' t  l e t  anvbody  run  over  h in .

A  0h ,  I  fo rgo t  to  ment ion  B .  F .  S tevens .  And  then  Dr .  va rner

was  he re .  He  d i d  E lene ra l  p rac t i - ce  and  d i d  a  l o t  o f  f  r a t - - t u res  and

o the r  ene rg ie r r c i es .  And  t he r r  t he re  we re  twc  D r .  A rns tea . ' - 1s  he re .

T [ey  bo th  d i d  gene ra l  p rac t i ce .  D r .  E .  K .  A rns tead  was  a  ve ry

sk i l l ed  g i ene ra l  su rgeon ,  and  he  d i d  a  l o t  o f  f r ac tu res .  Then  I

r . r ou ld  l i ke  t o  d i g ress  f r om th i s  pa r t  o f  ny  s to r y  abou t  t he

doc to r s .  ' , n I e  cou ldn ' t  go  on  w i t hou t  nen t i on ing  D r .  Schus te r ,  t he

d ra r r  d  f  a  t . he r  o f  f  he  n resen  l -  D r  .  Sehus te r  was  g rand f  a the r  o i '
E l q . r u  # v v v . . v

g rea tg rand f  a the r  l ^7as  a  €Ye ,  ea r ,  nose  and  t h roa t  man .  And

then  he  had  t ,wo  sons ,  one  o f  whon  d id  eYe ,  and  t he  o the r  nose  and

th roa t  .  And  t hen  t hey  had  sons  who  beeame  doe to r s ,  and  t hey  a re

the  ones  who  D . re  p rac t i c i ng  he re  now .  And  t hey  a re  f a r  f r on

i ' ^ r r  n  i  r  b e  l -  i e v e  .J t ) u t t 5  l l L , n ,  r

O Tha t ' s  f , r ue .  F rank  and  S teven .

A  Yeah .  Uh -huh  .  The  c r  iE i i na l  D r  .  Schus te r  ma r r  i ed  a  t { o r i an

who  g ras  h i s  b r i de  was  t he  daugh te r  o f  t he  o l d  D r .  V i l as .

(Th i s  i s  no t  co r rec t  )  He  was  a  c i t i zen  o f  E I  Paso  be fo re  t he

tu rn  o f  t he  cen tu r y  and  a t  t he  t u rn  o f  t he  cen tu r y '  And  be tween

1 :hem,  t hey  bu  i  l t  P rov idence  Hosp  i t a l  .  No t  t he  p resen t  P rov i r l ence

Hosp i t a l  t ha t ' s  a  g rea t  p i l I a r  o f  b r i ehs  and  ch rone .

B : ' i r : k s  z n d  g l a s s .
o 4 !

B r i c k s  l i k e  d l a s s  a n d  c h r o n e6 r

r1l

T h i s  w a s  a  s i m p l e  e o n v e r : e d



l a rge  house  t ha t  t hey  bough t .

A  0ve r  on  P rospec t ,  r i gh t?

A  Tha t ' s  r i gh t .  Co rne r  o f  P rospec t  and

f ron

A  San ta  Fe  and  P rospee t  he re?

A  Tha t ' s  r i gh t ,  San ta  Fe  and  P rospec t .  And

w e i l ,  a s t : o s s

( H e  d i d  r o i  b u  j . i d  i t ,  b u :  ' . r a s

wan t  t o  pass  up  D r .  C ra ige .  The  g ranC f  a the r  , r f

! L ^ *  T  
" , - ' r ' ) -  

' '
L l t g l i  I  n 9 q : u . -

1 - h r  . r l : L : - - +
r !  

J v v . .  e

Dr .  C ra i - ge  was  a  ve ry  ou t s tand ing  Ph ) ' s i e i an  he re .  He  was  a

1 i t t l e  be f c re  my  t ime .  I  j u s t  knew  h in r  ve ry  casua l l y  a l  i he  end

o f  h i s  ea ree r  be fo re  he  d i e i .  He  l i as  a  ped ia ' " r i c i an ,  & f i d  hc

w o r k e d  r e a l  h a r d  w i t h  e h i l d r e n h q l - . i o e  U r  € i r r . l  l - . r  f : r t : ^ i  i
r  4 . r q -  - J

w a y  t h e  o n  l y  w a y  t o  c u r e  d  i a r r h e a  a n d  e n i e r  j - t  i s  w a s  t c  g -

t h e m  t o  C l o u d e r o f  t  o r  s o i n e p l a c e  e  l - s e  w h e r e  i i  w a - 5  c r ) o 1  .  - i ' :

b u i l t  a  b a b y  s a n a t o r i u n  i n  C i o u d c r D f  i ,  w h i c h  f  l - c u r i = h e d  v e l : , '

v i  f  n r n r r q l v  f  o r  a  v e r v  l o n g  t i m e

t he  f  i r s i  doc to r  .  )

. F  L  ^ . .  . . ^ -  +
r r l E y  w s r l L  u P

' l ' h - +  - .  r r r 4 h +
r  l i a L  >  r  r 5 i r L .

l d e  1 l  .  n o t  e v e r y b o d y

+ L - - - -  ^ - . 1  + ^ 1 , .
L r l E  L  s  a l r u  u q n C  e a f  e

l h e r e .  I  t h i n k  h e

a ' t  ^ , r n , 1  - ^ € +  , , D  a n dV I U U U 9 a V !  U ,  u !

an  excu rs i on  t r a i n .

t he re  i n  t he  sumner  mon ths

E v e r l r g s 6 l y  i v o r : i ' j  i a k e  o f  f  i r e r ' e  J u n e  i s i .

H e  w o u l , l  t a k e  o f  f  .  s p e n i  l h e  s u n i n B i  u p

o f  t h e  s i c k  c h i i d r e n  t h a t  r + c u l - d  c : D I n e  u p

wen t  back  and  f o r t h  f r om E1  Paso  t o

down  the  noun ta i n  on  a  l  i t i  I e  t r a i n  t ha l  ' " i as

f \  T l - - +  m r r e f  h q r r r r  h a e n  n r r i f p  n  , . h c r ?  f ? 1 - l - i n 1  t . h e r . e  a n f l  J e f lb t  I l l d . L  l t l u - L  . l q v u  u e u r l  l i u l u v  q  t i s u u i r r 6  ! l r e ! e  4 r | J  E e  ? L

b a c k .

A  C h ,  y e a h .  I  w o n ' t  € e t  i n t o  i t  i n  g r e a t  , j e t a i  j bu t .  I  xe r t



up  l he re  as  a  pa t i en t  dy i ng  on  a  I  was  dy ing  on  a  P i l 1ow ,  and

i r r  two  days  I  was  a l l  we ] I .  So  I  was  ve ry  i np ressed .  Hy  f a the r

and  mo the r  l i ked  C loudc ro f t ,  S0  t hey  bu i l t  a  house  t he re ,  and  we

l ren t  t he re  eve ry  yea r  f  o r  t en  yea rs .

You  we re  an  i n fan t  t hen?

Yes .  I  was  j us t  a  yea r  and  a  ha l f  o l d .  The  t r a i n  was  a

eho re  f  o r  ny  t he  f  a the r  t he  f  i r s t  sumner .  He  wou l -d  co ioe  up  eve ry

one  o r  two  weekends ,  and  i t  t ook  qu i t e  a  l ong  t i r ne  f r on  E1  Paso .

The  t r a i . n  t ook  t h ree  hou rs  t o  ge t  up  t he re  f r on  A lamago rdc .  I t

k i l l ed  mos t  o f  t he  day  ge t t i ng  up  and  t hen  one  o r  two  days  t he re

and  t hen  back .  He  ended  up  bu i l d i ng  a  house  a t  t he  f  i r s t  pa r t  o f

t he  nex l  yea r ,  d r rd  r ^Te  a l l  l i ved  up  t he re .  I r | e11 ,  ge t t i ng  bau -k  t o

th rese  doc to r s  I  men t i oned  t he  Coun ty  l ' [ ed i ca l  Soc ie t y  he re  was

e :< t re rne l - y  ae t i ve  and  a lways  has  been .  I t ' s  been  a  ve ry  ac t i ve

med  i ca l  eomnun  i t y ,  and  one  rned  i ca l  we  a l l  used  t o  nee t

we  11  ,  w€  d  i - dn  '  t ,  nee t  many  E :  l aces  ,  excep t  t o  say  t he  Co r tez  Ho te  1

i n  e  d i n i nE  roon  t ha t  r { as  c l ea red  nos t  o f  t he  t ime  and  made  a

ve ry  good  mee t i ng  room.  And  you  t a l k  abou t  you r  snoke - f i LLed

rooms .  l l obody  knew  tha t  i t  t { as  bad  t o  snoke  when  f  moved  ny

n r r {1  f  i ne  he re  nnd  T ' r n  s r r rD r i sed  I  d i dn ' t  ge t  cance r  o f  t he
Y L  q v  ,  4 r r s

t h roa t  seconda r i l y  L i ke  ny  poo r  unc le  d i d  when  he  was  p res iCen i

o f  t he  Ca l i f o rn i a  Med iea l  Soc ie t y .  Anyway ,  ou r  e l ec t i ons  we re

he ld  once  a  yea r ,  and  t he re  we re  we  had  a  nom inee  ae tua l l y

do  i t  now ,  bu t  ou r  nee t i ng  t ook  p l ace  be fo re  t he  e l ec t i on  bu t

t he re  was  an  oppo r tun i t y  t o  nom ina te  somebody  t he  n i gh t  o f  t he

e lee t i r t n .  So  t h i s  pa r t i eu la r  yea r  D r .  Ga l l age r  d i d  no t  l - i ke  t he

10



n o n i n e e  w h o  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  p l e s i d e n t ,  s o  h e  s e c r e t l y  l o a d e d  t h e

r c o n  n o t  l - o a d e d ,  b u t  h a d  a  g o o d  n u m b e r  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  t h e r e

t r l r n  1 1 6 F 6  a a i n r c  { - ^  . ' ^ } a  F ^ -  h i s  c a n c i i d a t e .  A n d  I  d o n ' t  h o n e s t i lw l t u  w E l . u  E , u r t t B  L \ J  v u L s  ! u r

r e n e n b e r  w h o  i t  w a s .  A n d  i t  w a s  a  r l u s t o i n  t h e n  t o  a l w a y s  h a v e  i h e

e l e e t i o n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  n e e t i n g ,  j u s t  n a t u r a l l y .  A n d  t h e

- ^ ^ + ; * + - '  1 l y  w e n t  v e r y  f a s t .  W e  h a d  t h e  a n r r u a . l -  r e p o r l  a n dt l l r = v L I l I E b  u > u 4 r l y  w t : l l t ,  v v L ; l  ! a J r - .  w c  l l a t J

t i r i s  a n d  t h a t  a n d  t h e  o t h e r ,  d l - r r l  t l i e i r  b y  l h e  e n c i  o f  : 1 i r  h o u i :  ,  i ; i t y ,

w a ' , 1  b e  r e a d y  f  o r  t h e  e l e e t i u - , n .  I , t r e 1 1 ,  t h i s  t i m e  t h e i r  r E ! r o r l s

s t , r u n g  o u t ,  b y  p r e a r r a n g e d  p 1 - a n  b y  D r .  G a I l a g e r ,  f r l r  e b o u t  t ' " r c

h o u r s ,  a r : d  v e r y  s 1 o w 1 y  t h e  a t i e n d a n e e  d r i b b l e d  a w a y .  t r . J e l l - ,  i * '

w a s  i n  m y  f  i r s t  y e a r  t h e r e  ,  s o  I  s t a y e d  t h e r e  a n d  s a w  i :  t h l ' c L : g l t  .

A n d  h e r e  w h e n  i t  c a n e  t i m e  f  o r  e l e e t i o n ,  D r .  G a l i - a g e r  g o t  u p  a n , j

n o n : i n a t e d  s o - a n d - s o ,  a n d  h e  g o t  e l e c t e d .  l t { e l - l - ,  t h e  g u y  t h a t  r r : :

t h e  n a n  w h a t  w a s  r u n n i n g  f o r  , : f f  i c e  a n d  i r i s  f r i e n d s  w e r e

a b s o l u t e l y  s u r e  h e  w a s  s e t  u p .  S o  a t  t h e  n e x t  m e d i e a l  n e e t i n 6 ,

i t  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  0 n  o u r  b u l l e t i n

i s  n o w  b u t  o l t r  s n a l l  b u L l - e t i n

w h i c h  i s  n o l  a s  e i a b o r a t E  a s  r - :

t h a t  w o u l d  b e  f o r  d i s r : u s E : . - r : i

a n d  v o t e d  a t  t h e  n e x t  r n e e t i n g .  S u - '  t h e y  ' : h a n g e d  l h e  c L r n s t i t u t i - r : n

b y l - a w s  s c  t l i a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  w c , u l d  b e  t h e  f i r s t  l h i n g  a f i e r  i h e

r e a C i n E i  o f  m i n u t e s  I  m e a n ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n  w o u l d  b e  i l i e  f  i r s t

t h i u g  ' : f  t h e  m e e t i n g  a f  t e r  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  m i n u l e s .  S o  t h a t ,

s e t t l e d  t h a i  f l o r  d o o d  a n d  a l l .  I  e a n ' t  r e n e m b e r  a n , l t h e r  t i m e

w h e n  i :  h e : : e  w a s  a  r e v o  l t  l -  i k e  t h a t  .  B u t  t h a t  w a s  a  c o n i c a l -

m e e t  i n g  f  o r  n e  .  I  d  i d n  
' t  

n o b u r d y  l a u g h e d  .  E v e l y b o d y  L r a s  s o

d a r n e , j  m a d .  I  w a s  u n u s u a l .  I  w a s n ' t  p a r t i c u l - a r I y  n a d  a b o u t

^  h  r ?  +  L  i  ' -  a
: r l Y  r - i l i l i 5 .
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A I  t h i nk  when  two  o Id ,  wo rn  ou t ,  has -been  HDs  l i ke

Dr .  B reck  and  rnyse l f  ge t  t oge the r ,  we  reea I l  wha t  we  ca l l  t he

go lCen  yea rs .  } i e  had  such  a  n i ee  assoc ia t i on  i n  ou r  I oca1  coun ty

soc ie t y .  I f  someone  ca rne  and  l i s t ened  t o  i t ,  t hey  wou ld  t h i nk

tha t  we  we re  a l l  an tagon i s t s ,  I  mean ,  t he  way  t ha t  t hey  wou ld

shou t  a t  each  o the r  and  ha rass  each  o the r .  And  ae tua l - } y ,  a l l -  o f

t l i ese  L .hys i c ians  i i r a t  he ' s  ne r i t i oned  who  were  ve ry  ada ina : i t  i - i - i

t he i r  v i . ews  ac tua lLy  we re  t he  bes t  o f  f r i ends .  And  t hese  cu t

nee t  i ngs  we re  n rueh  no re ,  t o  f l o ,  i n t e res t i ng  i n  t hose  days  t i i a r ,

i - l - ' o r r  h a n r t r q r :  p r r o 1  r r f  h i n r ' a  d A  a r r I  o n - , l  r l r r r  r | a hL r r e y  a r e  n o w  L . - - * - -  -  r '  ; n i n E ,  s  s o  e u l '  a n a  u r y  .  i  i l e

soc ioeconon ie  p rob lems  t ha t  t hese  f e1 las  have  now  a re  wo r l " : ed  r - - , u t .

Peop le  don ' t  even  come  to  t he  mee t i ngs  any  more  I j - ke  we  d i , l  .  He

, , - ^ ,  r ^  L - . , ^  +  ^ + + ^ ^ , r - r c e  n n d  o r c + t  d i s c u s s i o r i s .u s c L t  L U  l t c t - v c  t s r  g d - L  a L  u g r l u a l . - -

I l l e 1 1 ,  I  a g r e e  w i - t h  t h a t  c o m p l e t e l y .  I  w a n t  t o  u s e  t h e  w o i d

c l i que .  The re  we re  abso lu te l y  no  e l i ques ,

Y c n  T h p w  n F " ^ *  L - r  ^ ^ - -  ' - q r r i  n d  t r r o | r D S  a tr  e p  .  L  t t a  J t  r r s  V  g I  r l d . L , l  d . f  f  y  w q !  r  1 1 1 6  5 !  v u H r

A Even  t houE ih  f " r e  we re  compe t i t o r s ,  s t i l l

nobody  ca r r i ed  a  gun  t o  gun  t he  o the r  f e l l a

t ha t  you  wo rked  so  much  ove r  a t  Ho te l  D ieu

a  g rea t  hosp i t a l .  And  t hen  a f t e r  you  began

p ro fess iona l  assoc ia t i ons ,  you  bu l1 t  you rse

you rse i f  an  o f f i ce  bu i l d i ng  j us t  two  b l ocks

wh i ch  was  qu i t e  conven ien t ,  whe re  I  suppose

was  done  aL  Ho te I  D ieu ,  anyway .

n , 1  r : o r r i  n c f  r f l ' a l t t t q
L l u  w q , l  l  1 1 1 6  E l l  u q S  i  .

+  i  - ^  - ^ l
d . r r y  L a l u u l  c t l . l U  w c  w E ; E

we we re

down .  I

wh i ch ,  o f

t o  f o rn

l f  a  e l i n

no r t h  o f

mos t

F - . : ^ ^ l -  - ^ - . , 1
I  I  a E l r U J  J : l U

r enenb  e  r

U U U I  J C  .  W J D

you  r

i c  bu i l t

Ho te i  D ieu ,

^ t  . , ^ . . 1 .v t  J U u t  w u r n

T2

A By  t ha t ,  t ime  i t  was ,  yes



a t Y o u  h a ' j  i , i .  c o n e  h e r e  B a s o m  a n d  t h e n  l a t e r  H a r k

Leona rd .  I  r enenbe r  t ha t  t hose  f e l l as  we re  I  be l i eve  i t  was

Breck ,  Basom and  Leona rd  f o r  qu i t e  a  wh i1e ,  wasn ' t  i t ?

A  Yeah .  ! I e l 1 ,  f o r  a  coup le  o f  yea rs ,  and  t , hen  we  expanded  and

ca l l ed  i t  t he  E I  Paso  0 r t hoped i c  Su rge ry  G roup .

A  R igh t .

( l O f f e t : t ?

T h i s  w a s  t h i s  b e g a n  a f  t e r  l { o r l d  ' l l a r  I I ;  i s  i h a l

A Yes .  D r .  Bason  was  assoc ia tec i  r ^ r i t h  ne  be f  o re  Wor l d  i { a r :  I i .

A  Yes .  Tha t ' s  r i gh t .  He  was .  Yes .

A  And  t hen  D r .  Leona rd  ea ine  i n  t he  yea : :  a f  t e r  Wor i d  l , i a r  I I .

Then  i n  1949  we  f  o rned  t h i s  g roup  t he  - i o rpo ra t  i on  l a l e : :  .

A  l , t r e11 ,  t hose  we re  i n te res i i ng  yea rs i  and  I  r emember  i ha t

D r  .  B r e c k  n e e d e d  a n  a s s  i s  j : a n t  f  o r  s u r € e r y  w h e n  I  w a s  i n t e r ' r :  i r r g .

a n d  D r .  B u t l e r  a l l o w e d  n e  t o  l e a v e  m y  d u i i e s  i o  g o  D V e r  a c i c s s

t o w n  t o  h e  l p  D r  .  B r e e k  r ^ r i t h  a b o u t  a  f  o u r - h o u r  o p e r a t  i o n  o n

s c , n e b D d y ' s  b a c k .  0 n e  o f  t h e s e  t - h i n E i s  w n e r "  y o u  t a k e  s o n e  n u s c  I e

a n L f  s , l m e  b r a w n  a n d  s o n e  p , : 1 i i n g  a n d  s i : ' i n e  . * r k i r : E  a n d  t u g g i n g ,  a r . :

n e . i n i y  p u t t i n g  o n  t h e  b o C y  e a s t  w a s  a  b i g  j o b .  A n d  i : g h l  i i r  t l : e

m i - d d l e  o f  t h i s  t h i n g  I  h a d  g o t t e n  a  p a : - r  o f  s c r u b  p a n l s  a

i i i i l e  b i t  l a r g e  f o r  r r e ,  a n C  t h e y  f e 1 1  o f f  u n d e r n e a t h  n y  s t e r i i e

g . r w n .  A n , i  M i l d r e d  C a u s e y ,  t h e  c i r c u l a t l n g  i - I u r s e ,  h a d  t o  p u l l -  I n i -

o a n l - s  r . l D  r r n r J e r  m v  s l e r i  l e  E l i T r r ,  a n d  t i p  f  h e  f  h i n E  S h e ' S  s t i l l _E z . r L L v  r  u t /  !  s r J  r u e r  ! . e  6 v ^ r r  e . r 4 . r b

a l i v e .  a n d  s h e  d o e s n ' t  l e t  m e  f o r g e t  i t .  D r .  B r e c k  b o t h  h e

a n c l  D r .  B a s o n  d i d  s o  m u e h  e h a r i t y  w o r k  o u t  a t  E 1  F a s o  C o u n t y

I { o s p i t a l  t h a t  t h o s e  o f  u s  w } r o  w o r k e d  r : u t ,  t h e r e  c a n ' t  f  o r g e t  - -

t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  d a y s  w h e n  d ; c t o r s  t r i e d  t o  g i v e  b a c k  t o  m e d i e i n e



some  o f  t he  t h i ngs  t ha t  t hey  had  go t t en .  Th i s  was  t he  o l d -

f ash ioned  t ype  o f  t eaeh ing  no  remune ra t i on ,  no  t hough t  o f

4 - ' + + ' : 6 . +  h , - r n p v  o n r  f n i n d  n r r t  t h e r e . i  n  t h e  r r i c i d l e  o f  t h e  n i g h r
B E : t - L l ! 1 t s  O , I ) . y  u l u r l ' - J  - v l  5 u 4 I r € 1  v u u  v t l v L \ r  1 . )

o r  spe r rd i ng  a  haL l  a  day  ou t  t he re  w i t h  sone  t r auna t i c  s i t r : a t i on ,

and  a  l os i ng  hav ing  t o  l eave  t he i r  own  p rac t i ce  f o r  t ha t  so r t

o f  t h i ng .  A r rd  I  nave  a lways  app ree ia ted  t ha t  no re  t han  t he

sonewha t  s t e r i l e  way  t h i ng l s  a re  done  now  whe re  peop le  ha . ve  t , hese

jobs  and  a re  pa id .  Bu t  I  suppose  t ha t ' s ,  once  aga in ,  i us t  t he  an

o Id  wo rn  Du t ,  has -been  t r y i ng  t o  t h i nk  abou t  t h i nE fs  i n  t he  L ras t .

I  wan t  t o  ge t  sone  comnen ts  f r on  you  abou t  t he  d i f f e renees  i n  t he

DrRn t ' i  np  n f  o r f  hooed i r - ' s  he fo re  [ t I o r l - d  [ , Ja r  I I  and  t he  d l f f e rencev 4  ! . r v l

a f t e r ' , { o r l d  I da r  I I  t he  advances  o f  anes thes io l ogy  and  t , he  use

o f  me t , aLs  and  open  reduc t i ons  and  so  f  o r t h .

A  l { e  i  L  ,  I  wan t  t o  say  l e t  me  j us t  g i ve  you  an  examp le  o f

seve raL  cond i t i ons  t ha t  we re  abso lu te l y  t e r r i b l e  t o  deaL  w i t h

be f i : r e  Wor l d  ! { a r  I I ,  aud  one  o f  t hem was  os teomye l i t i s .  ! , | e l - 1 ,  1 t

was  i nd igenous  f r on  t , he  b l ood -bo rn  f r om the  t ons i l s  o r

so roewhe re  o r  whe the r  i t  was  f r om the  ope ra t i ve  i n f ec t i on .

Tha t  - r as  an  abso lu te  n i gh tmare ,  and  t he  i nd igenous  ones  we i l

bo th  o f  t , hem we re ' / e r y  d i f f i cu l i  t o  hea l  beeause  no th i ng  wou ld

take  ca re  o f  t he rn .  And  t hen  a f  t e r  I , I o r l d  1 l I a r  I I ,  we  hac l  t he

an t i b j - o t i c s  - -  f i r s t  pen i c i l l i n  and  t hen  t he  an t i b i o t l c s F  i r s t

{ - h a "  - ^ 1 n  F ' . ' l € ' 1 a h i n i . . l - -  f h o n  n o n i o i ' l ' l i n  t h p n  t h e  h i OU f r E y  > u J . L , t  > t f I I  I 4 l l J - l U l - U C > ,  L l l e l r  ! , e r I I e ! t 4 f r r ,  U t l 9 l l  u l t e  s r b

A B road  spec t run  an t i b i o t i c s .

A  Tha i ' s  r i gh t ,  b road  spec t run .  So  t he re  was  no  p rob lem

a1 I .  A r i d  we  I  neve r  f ea red  ope ra t i nE l  on  a  pa t i - en t  a f t e r W U



h a d  t h e  b r o a d  S p e c t - r u m  a n L i b i o t i c s  a t  a l l .  S o ,  a n y : + a ;  '  v e  g c i

r i d  o f  o p e r a t i v e  i - n f e e t i o n s ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  ' z  b i g  r : h a i - ; i + .  7 o u

o n r r l d  n r r t  l o l s  o f  n e t a l  i n  p a t i e n t s ,  a n d  t h e y  w o u i d  i : . : : a i e  i :
t s u  u

w e  1 1  .  W e  k n e w  m o r e  a b o u t  n e ' " a 1 s  t h e n ,  a l S o  .  A  e o u p  i :  r :  a .  i o y s

w e l e  i n v e n t e d  t h a t  w e r e  e o n p l e i e l y  u n i r r i t a t ,  j - n g .  T : e r  : : r a i  w e n i

u n t i l  - -  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  s a y  a  1 o t  a b o u t  n o d e r n  m e d i i l : l l : ,  b u * "  a i i

' 1 - . h e : - ; i +  i  o i  n t  r c u r ' i  i r t + m e n l s  f f r -  i - , . i = = ' i  i - i - l  *  l - r + i - r  3 . : 1  3 9  o f  i : - . 2  ; - : 1 . =  : : i n 6 .
L r i g J . '  J t J L L L | '  l 9 ! - r q e  f v 4 a

N o w ,  a n o t h e :  t h i n g  i h a i  w a s  v e r y  i n ; , ; : ' : - n g  w a s  - - : : : : ' - j - ' 1 3 : s '

W e  h a d  a  l o t  o f  t u b e r e u l o s i - s  o f  t h e  b o n e s  a n C  i  o i n l s  - : .

ch  j . i d ren  ra re l - y  i n  aCu I t s ,  bu t  i n  ch i lC l ' en  an i  - - - ,  ; as

d i f  f  j " cu l " t  t c  t r ea t .  The re  was  no  way  o f  ge : i r ng  r l l  : : -  - : .

t hen  t hank  God  we  go t  r i d  o f  t ha t  by  i h :  s : l i ; ab i e  a r : : s .  l : ,

wo rked  ve ry  we i l  i n  f ha t .

' dh i l e  I 'm  t a l k i ng  abou t  t ube rcu los i s  '  i ' d  i l ke  : :  : : i : r : s :  l

b i t .  l { h e n  t h e y  c c u l d n ' t  t h i n k  o f  a n y t n i n E i  : i s e  t c  d -

i ) v r f  i h e  n c r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n  j - t e d  S t a i E s ,  i h e y  ' j e v :

t e e l - : n i q u e  c a l l - e d  : l - i m a t o l o g y .  3 o  t h e y  s e : i - -  t - I - e n  i - ; r .

E 1  P a s o  w a s  r e a l l y  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  S o u r h w e s i  f ' , - r r  t : =

o f  t u b e r c u  1 o s  i s  .  A n d  t h e r e  \ - l e r e  t h r e e  s a n  l - t a r  i u r i s  h a :

. / - - y

A r. .';

w e n t  b r o k e  d u r i n g  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  o r  h a i  ' - )  s a i v a g ;

b h e m s e l v e s  l e t  m e  p u i  i t  t h a t  w a y .  T h e  H o m a n  S a n a i : r : .

b e c a m e  S o u t h w e s t e r n  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l ,  a n d  t h e  n e x t  c n .  : . :

3 a i n t  J o s e p h ' s .  I  d o n ' t  r e n e n b e r  t h e  n a n e  o f  t h e  C i : : - = l  :

S i s i e r s  t h a t  h a d  i t .  T h a t  b e c a m e  a  n e n i a l  h a s p i t a i ,  a : . :

{ : u n v a i e s c e n t  h o s p  i l a l  .  A n d  t h e n  t h e  i a s t  c r i e  t o  g o  ; a s

H E n d : : i c h  &  L a v r s ,  w h i c h  i s  n o w  a  m o n a s t e r y .

un

h a J

a
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A Yes .

A  So  a l l  t h ree  o f  t hose  we re  conve r ted .  Now,  ge t t i ng  bach  t o

sone  o f  t he  o the r  t h i ngs  be fo re  and  a f t , e r  - -

A  l i ' I a s  D r .  Long  TB  San i t o r i um i n  ex i s t enee  much  t hen?  } {as  t ha t

a

A  i de l l ,  he  so r t  o f  t ook  ove r  du r i ng  t he  Dep ress ion  because  he

ope ra ted  i t ,  on  a  shoes t r  i ng ,  Vou  n i gh t  say  .  He  i r ad  nu i : h  was

ab  l e  t o  have  nuch  l owe r  r a tes  t han  t he  o the rs  ,  and  I  + .h i nk  he

came  i n  as  t hey  phased  ou t

A  I  see .  Go  ahead .

A  We11 ,  I  was  go ing  t o  conaen t  on  po l i o .  Tha t  l { as  t he  t h i r d

! L ;  ^ ^  l - L ^ +  a  n  i  g h t n a r e .  ^ - r  ^ L  + ^ ^ . t - ^ - -  5 l . ^  : O 1 1 OL l r l l l E ;  L l l d  L  w a 1 : -  ,  a a l l L l  ,  t J l l  l r r y  B \ J u r - l l l c f  J ,  L l l c  L

vacc ine  was  j us t  wonde r fu l .  0 f  eou rse ,  i t  t ook  10  o r  15  yea rs

a f  t e r  we  had  t he  vacc ine  t o  e l ean  up  a l l  t he  o l d  cases ,  Vou  n i gh t ,

say  t o  do  t he  reeons t ruc t i on  wo rk  on  t hem.  Bu t  we  go t  r i d  o f

t hose  t h ree  huge  bug -a -bea rs  t ha t  we re  scou rged  o ' t hoped i cs ,

rea l l y .  Now ,  l e t  me  see .  I  had  some  do  you  have  i o  ma rk

r  i gh t  t he re?

A  Go  ahead .

A  I  t h i nk  I  men t i oned  t ha t  we11 ,  t he re  we re  t h ree  hos i : i t aLs

in  E  1  Paso  f  ou r  hosp  i t a l s  coun t  i ng  C  i t y , /Coun ty  wh i ch ,  o f

( l ou rse ,  was  a  huge  success  he re .  I t  nade  a  b i g  asse l  t o  t he

DrB r : f  i  ce  o f  med i c i ne .  The re  was  a  Ho te l  D ieu ,  and  t hen
r s u v u - v v

Prov idence  I  nen t i oned ,  and  t hen  we  shou ld  nen t i on  Mason i c

Hosp i t a l - .

Yes



A  I t  w a s  s t a r t e d  b y  t h e  M a s o n s  s o n e t i m e  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s ,  I

b e l i e v e ,  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 s .  I t  w a s  a  v e r y  n i c e  h o s p i t a l  v e r y

^ - o F , r ' l  o n . {  i +  n ' . i }  o r .  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  i n  t h e  l a t e  i 9 . 3 0 ss L l t - : u e b S l - u r r  d l t L . l  r L  9 u r u  a u

(1947) .  The  Depress ion  was  a  l i t t l e  la te  ge t t ing  t ,o  E1  Paso ,  bu t

w h e n  i t  h i t ,  i t  h i t  r e a l  f i n e .  A n d  I  o p e n e d  u p  l l y  o f f i c e  n y

p r a c t i e e  r i g h t  s n r a c k - d a b  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  h e r e  i n

A  Y o u  n a d e  a  b u 1 1 ' s - e y e ,  d i d  y o u ?

A  U h - h u h .

A 0h ,  t hank  you  ve ry  nuch .  Thank  You .

A  Yeah .  I  r ea l l - y  d i d  a  g rea t  j ob  on  t ha t .  The re  was  on l y

o r t hoped i s t  he re  t hen  a  D r .  Goodw j - n ,  who  was  a  regu ia r

f i r eb rand .  He  was  some th ing  e l se .  And  he  had  abou t  t he  bus iness

a l -1  t he  o r t hoped ie  su rge ry  l ocked  up .  I  had  a  l o t  o f  t r ' r ub ie

a a * r i r d  € t a r i '  f  r o m  h i m  O e f  i i n E  s n m p  o f  i t .  I  d i d n ' t  W a n i  t , O
t s  v L L I f l S  A W A J '  o J L L 4 r r E

t a k e  i t  a I I  a w a y  f r o n  h i m ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  b u t  g e t

i n L o  i h e  s i r e a r r .

A  Y o u  j u s t  w a n t e d  y o u r  s h a r e .

A  T h a t  
' s  

r  i g h t  .  I o I e  l -  l - ,  a n y l ^ I a y ,  h e  g a v e  n e  a  r e a l -  h a r d  t  i r r e  .

W e ] I  w h y ,  I  g o t  a  g o o d  w o r k i n g  r a n g e .  T h e  p D o r  m a n  t l a s  k l l i e d

i n  L 9 4 7 - 4 8  1 9 4 8 ,  I  t h i n k ,  i n  a n  a i r p l a n e  e r a s i r  a  p r i v a t e

p  I a n e  e r a s h .  H y  o t h e r  e a r l y  c o n t e m p o r a r y ,  y D u  t n i g h t  s & V ,  i { a s

D r .  C a m a r o n ,  a n d  h e  w a s  a  v e r y  n i c e  n a n .  I  a l w a y s  g o t  a l o n E !  w i t h

h i m  a l l  r i g h t .  H e  w e n t  i n  w i t h  D r .  G o o d w i n ,  a n d  I  d o n ' t  h a v e

a n y t h i n g  t r i c k  t o  s a y  a b o u t  - -  e x c e p t  r n a y b e  a  p l e a s a n t  c o n p e ' u i t o r . *

^ - ^ L - L 1 "  * ' n l r  m i E h f  r : a I I  i t .l , r L r L ' A D L J  t v r  t r . 1 6 r r u  e 4 r +



Wel l ,  f ' d  l i ke  t o  t a l k  abou t  p r i ces -  The  f ees  o f f i ce

ca l l s  f o r  f i r s t - c l ass  o r t hoped i s t s  we re  f i ve  do I l a r s ,  and  t ha t

was  no t  ve ry  nuch .  And  t hen  we  had  t he  r i a t t e r  o f  ope ra t i ng  f ees

f  o r  r ^ re1 l ,  l e t ' s  say  I  d i d  a  ve ry  e l abo ra te  o r t hoped i c

ope ra t i on .  I f  I  cha rged  $350 .00 ,  I  was  way  uP  i n  t he  sky  on  i t .

Tha t  was  abso lu te  nax inun  f o r  a  ha rd  case .

A  A  back  f us i on  o r  sone th i ng  l i ke  t ha t .

A  I  - -  I e t  me  t a l k  abou t  ge t t i ng  s ta r t ed  aga in .  I  cou ldn '+ "

s ta r t  up  w i t h  a  one -ho rse  se tup  and  expec t  t o  do  we l I ,  so  I  had

to  have  a t  l eas t  two  roons  and  a  recep t i on i s t  one  pe rson  t o

he lp  me  a  reeep t i on i s t ,  an  o f f i ce r  o f  so r t s  and  So  I  was  18

mon ths  n rak ing  my  ove rhead .  Qve rhead  was  abou t  $500 .00  a  non ih ,

and  i  j  us t  abou t  b roke  my  back  do  i ng  i t  .  The  t h i ng  t ha t  E i r  i ;  e ' j

ne  t he  mos t  was  eve rybody  rea l i zed  my  acunen  on  node rn  p rac t : - ce

compared  t o  D r .  Goodw in .  I  was  a  l o t  younge r  t han  he  was .  9o

wou ld  have  an  o l d  sehoo l t eaehe r  o r  an  o1d  co l l ege  f r i end  cone

and  t hey ' d  have  a  F rob lem.  And  I ' d  wo rk  t h rough  i t  ca re fu l l y " .

and  t hey ' d  s&y ,  "  0h ,  we l l  you ' ve  ag reed  w i t h  D r '  Goodw in

comp le te l y .  I  'm  go ing  l - o  go  have  h i n  ope ra te  on  me .  "  Ove r  and

ove r  I  hea rd  t ha t  song  f o r  a  yea r  and  a  ha l f  .  I t  f i na l l - y  go t  t o

whe re  I  cou ld  ho ld  mos t  o f  t hen .

A  I  suppose  t ha t ' s  t he  l o t  o f  a  young  phys ie i an  i n  a l l  f i e l ds

pa r t i cu l a r l y  i n  su rge ry  and  o r t hoped ies .

A  0h ,  yeah .  I  had  p re t t y  good  su rg iea l  p rac t i ee .

n  v ^ -
\ 3 _  l 9 -  ,

A Bu t  t ha t  wasn ' t  t he  key  t o  r nak ing  noney .  O r t , hoped i cs  i s

I
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bas i ca ] I y  a  su rg i ca l  P rac t i ee . I  was  p re t t , y  busY  i n  t he  o f  f  i ee ,

bu t  t he  su rge ry  was  ha rd  t o  cone  by .

I  wan t  t o  nen t i on  sone th i ng  be fo re  I  f o rge t  i t ,  and  t ha t  i s

t ha t  t he re  was  a  D r .  Cunmins  he re  who  was  a  good  gene ra l  Su rgecn ,

and  D r .  Hend r i x  who  was  an  exce l l en t  i n * "e rn i s t ,  and  t hey  f  o i ned

the  E1  Paso  Med iea l  Su rg iea l  C l i r r i c .  And  t ha t  was  f  o rn :ed ,  I

suppose ,  i n  t he  ea r l y  1830s  maybe  abou t  1330 ,  FO thaFs ,  o r  a

l i t t I e  ea r l - i e r .  And  t hey  kep t  ge t t i ng  i n  ou t s i de  phys i c i - a i ; s ,  and

they  neve r  co ld  ho ld  a  t h i ng  t oge the r .  I  don ' I  t i r i - nk  t hey  eve r

had  no re  t han  a  ha l f  dozen  doc to i ' s  t oge the r  a l - 1  t oge the r .

And ,  anyway ,  t ha t  was  t he  f  i r s t  exan :p l - e  o f  g rDup  p rae i i ee  he le ,

and  i t  d i dn ' t  wo rk  ve ry  we I ] .  D r .  Cummins  had  z .  suecess fu l  i i f "

as  a  gene ra l  su rg feon  and  Iwas ]  we l i  i houE ih t  o f  .  D r .  Hen r j r i x

t u rned  ou i  t o  be  an  ou l s tand ing  c i v  j - c  l eade r  he re .  I { e  d i , . i  a

who le  l o t  o f  f  i ne  e i v i e  t h i ngs .  He ' s  g i ven  e red i t  w i t h  be ing  ' " he

f  ounde r  o f  t he  Sun  Bow i ,  wh i ch  I  t h i nk  i s  co t rec l -  .

Y o q  l  h r t  q  r 1 5 n i

A n d  a  v e r ' y  n i c e  n a n .  I  k n e r ^ r  t h e n  b o t h  q u i i e  w e i 1 .  I  p : ' e i t y

r ^ r e 1 1  f  i n i s h e c i  n y  n o t e s  t h e r e .  D o  y . r u  ! r a v e  a n y  I o . i l e  q u e s t i ; l i s l

A  Y e s .  I  w o u l d  l i . k e  f  o r  y o u  t o  e i a b o r a t e  o n  s o n e t h i n g  t h a t

y o u  a n d  i  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  o n  w i t h  a  i o t  o f  e n t h u s i a s n  a n d  t , h a i

w a s  t h a t  D r .  G e o r g e  T u r n e r  c a n e  t o  y o u  a f t e r  y o u  g o t  b a c k  f r o m

I , l o r l d  t i . I a r  I I  a n d  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  D i s t r i c t  I  l ' l e d i e a I  A s s o e i a t  i o ; : .

A  l ' I e l - 1 ,  y e s .  I  d i d n ' t  w o r k  a t  S o u t h w e s t e r n  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l "

m u c h  b e c a u s e  I  w o r k e d  p r a c t i e a l l y  n o i - i e ,  V o u  n i g h t  s & Y ,  b e c a u s e

D r .  G o o d w i n  w a s  t h e r e .  A n d  e v e r y  t i n e  h e  s a I ^ I  I I ' J e  t h e r e ,  h e

ET
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g row led  a t  ne .  0h ,  I  was  t o l e ra ted  a l l  r i gh t .  l { e l 1 ,  D r .  Tu rne r

was  a  pa tho log i s t  and  rad io l og i s t  t , he re ,  and  he  was  a  gene ra t i on

o lde r  t han  I  - -  o r  nea r l y  two - th i r ds  o f  a  gene ra t i on ,  n raybe .

We  11  ,  anyway ,  I  wen t  dowr r  ,  and  because  o f  t ha t  e re  we re  f  r  i end  l y

enough ,  bu t  we  d i dn ' t  see  ve ry  nuch  o f  each  o the r .  So  one  day  he

ca l l ed  me  up  r i gh t  a f t e r  } { o r l d  } | a r  I I .  He  sa id ,  " I  wan t  t o  eone

see  you . "  I  sa i d ,  "We11 ,  you  don ' t  have  t o  do  i ha t .  I  can  go

see  you . "  He  sa id ,  "No .  I  wan t  t o  cone  see  you  i n  you r  o f f i ee '

I t I i l l  i t  be  conven ien t  t ono r row  a f  t e rnoon? "  I  sa i d ,  "  Su re .  P i r - : k

you r  t i r r e .  "  And  so  he  came  and  he  sa id ,  "Th i s  i s  an

enba r rassnen t  t o  nc ,  bu t  I ' 11  have  t o  t e l I  you  t he  p rob len .

j us t  f i n i shed  ny  t e rn  as  L l r es i den t  o f  t he  Texas  Hed i ca l

Assoc ia t i oD , ' '  and  he  sa id ,  " oDe  o f  t he  mos t  enba r rass ing  t h i ngs

i s  t ha t  we  don ' t  have  a  D i s t r i c t  I  Med i ca l  Soe ie t y  anyno re . "  And

hp  sevs .  " l r l e  i r i q l  dn t  t o  se t  i t  s t a r t ed  aga in . "  And  he  sa id ,  ' I
l s J v  o - e

t r n n t  f ^  ^ i a L '  1 - o n ^ , . c a  t i l l ' r c  A  O 1 ^ e 1 t  O r g a n i Z e f .  Y O U ' f e  a i W a y SW d . l l  L  L U  P I u I L  y U t - t  l J s U a L , a - E  J U *  v L S a L t L a e L  '

o rgan ) , z rng  sone th i ng ,  and  I ' d  l i ke  t o  have  you  o rgan i ze  t h i s "  I

sa i d ,  " l r l e11 ,  l e t  ne  t h i nk  abou t  i t  a  n i nu te  
" '  

So  r : - gh t  t hen  an ' j

+  l . ^ - ^
L I I g I  E

i t  on .

I t hough t  abou t  i t  a  n i nu te ,  and  I  sa i d ,  "Su re ,  I ' 11  i ake

And  t hen  I  t ook  D r .  Ga r re t t  as  my  ma in  he lpe r ,  and

be t raeen  us  we  go t  t he  t h i ng  go ing .  And  i t ' s  been  a  b i g  sueeess

eve r  s i nce .

A  And  I  t h i r r k  i t ' s  been  a  ve ry  good  t h i ng  f o r  o rgan i zed

med i c i ne  because  e {e  a re  t he  l a rE !es t  D i s t r i e t  I  i s  t he  l - a rE ies t

d i q t . r i r r f .  d ' 6 , - 1  p ' - ' ^ ^ L ' i ^ ^ ' r 1 "  ' i ^  t h e  s t a t e  w h i e h  m a k e s  i t  m o r ee . -  * o !  a t J l l . l u a r  a y  l l l

d i f f  i cu l t  t o  ge t  doe to r s  t oge the r .  Fo r  i ns tance ,  ou r  d i s t r i c t

t n



goes  on  down  e lea r  t o  Ba rs tow .  Peop Ie  don ' t  know  whe re  Ba rs t cw

i s  a t  l eas t  i t ' s  eas t  o f  Pecos ,  and  i t  E foes  e l ea r  on  down  i n l - o

the  B ig  Bend .  Eve rybody  i n  Ha r fa  and  A lp i ne  - -  t ha t ' s  t he  l owe r

l im i t  i n  d i r ec t i on ,  and ,  o f  cou rse ,  i t  goes  ove r  as  f a r  as

I ran  l r aan ,  wh i ch  can  ge t  I  had  t o  d i s t i ngu i sh  be tween  I r an

and  l r aan .  Bu t  t h i s  was  qu i t e  a  i ob ,  when  D r .  B reck  s ta r t ed ,  t c

EE* .  t hese  peop le  i n t e res te , l  because  i hey -  r l one  c f  t h i e=e  L i eoF  * t

we re  aware  t ha t  t he re  was  such  an  an ina l  as  D i s t r : c t  I  | l ed i ca i

Assce ia t r on .  I n  f  ac t ,  1 t  had  d i ed  nea r l y  gone  cu ' "  w r t h  i he

d inosau rs  some t i ne  back  i n  t he  1930s ,  I  guess ,  anC  i l  neve r

rea l l y  go t  go ing .

A  I  be l i eve  i t  was  t he  l a t t e r .  I t  had  been  s ta r l ed  abou i  - -

a l  l eas t  o r r ce ,  naybe  lw i ce ,  and  i t  neve r '  gu t  o f  f  t he  g r cund  ,

A  D r .  B reck  go t  a f t e r  i h i s  t h i ng  pu t  ke rosene  on  l he  t a :L

o f  eve rybody  t ha t  had  any lh i ng  t o  do  w i t h  i i .  AnC  the  f i r s t

t  n i ng  you  know ,  we  s ta r t ed  sDmeth ing  ah i ch  i s  nDw f  l ou r  i sh : -ng

l " r e r y  m u e h .  I t  n r e e t s  o n  a l t e r n a t e  y e a l - s  i n  E L  P a s o  a n C  i n

s o m e p l a c e  e i t h e r  P e c o s ,  M a r f a ,  A L p i n e  - -  o u t s i d e  o f  E 1  P a s r

a n d  i s  v e r y  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  a n d  i s  a  v e r y  i n p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n  o f

o r g a n  i z e d  n e c i  i c  i n e ,  n o t  o n  1 y  f  o r  h a v i n g  s o m e  $ r r o d  p a p e r s  ,  b u r

a i s o  i n  s o c i o e c o n o n i r )  p o l - i t i c a l  ! r a j - - a  t h a t  g o  D n  w i t h i n  o u r  n o i

w a r s  w i t h i n  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n  s o  m u c h ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  b a t t l i n g  t h e

g D v e r n n e n t a l  e n c r o a c h n e n t  a n d  s o  f  o r t h .  A n c i  D i s t r  j - c t  I ,  I  f  o u n r l

: o  b e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  t o o l  f o r  g e t t i n g  t . h e  w o r d  t o  t h e  p h y s i c i a n s .

A r r d  I  w a n t  t o  E i v e  D r .  B r e c k  c r e d i t  f  o r  h i s  n a n y  y e a r s  o f  p u = : r i : r g

f  h i s :  t h i n o  a n r i  o e f . t . ' i  n E  i l  = + ^ ' i ' . +  r +  r r a - n ' f  p ^ s v  h e n a u s e  t h i s  ; a sL i t ! J  L r r I r ! 5  q l r u  
6 e  u  ! a r r E ,  C j U A l f  E ,  I  U  W d . - r r  !  q 4 J J  U e v q r
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r i gh t  a f t e r  Wor Id  } I a r  I I  when  peop le  we re  t r y i ng  t o  r e -es tab l i sh

the i r  p rac t i ces ,  and  i - t  r ea l l y  d i dn ' t  have  i n  n i nd  so  nuch

o rgan  ;  zLnE  any  k i nd  o f  a  new  med i ca l  t h i ng i .  They  we re  j us l

t r y i ng  t o  ge t  s l a r t ed  aga in .  So  i t  was  sonewha t  d i f f i cu l t .

A  I ' d  l i ke  t o  comnen t  f u r t he r  on  t ha t .

A  Yes .

A  A f t e r  we  go t  i t  go ing  we l l ,  l e t  me  t r y  and  pu t  i t  l h l s

way .  I  was  f a i r l y  we l l  acqua in ted  i n  a I l -  o f  l l e s t  Texas  because

I ' d  made  i t  my  bus iness  t o  v i s i t  doc to r s  i n  A lp i ne  and  Fc r t

S tock ton  and  Pecos ,  wh i ch  we re  t he  t h ree  l a rges t  t owns  i n  i l e s t

Texas ,  you  rn i gh t  say  bes  i des  E l  Paso  .  And  I  wen t  t o  ny

f r i ends  t he re  one  a t  a  t i u re  and  t o l d  t he rn  how  i npc r t an t  i t  was  l c

ge t  t h i s  s t a r t ed .  And  a f t e r  two  o r  t h ree  yea rs  - -  t , hese  peop le

wo rked  t oge the r .  These  doc to r s  a l l  wo rked  t oge the r  f i ne  because

they  we re  way  f a r  apa r t  f r on  one  ano the r .  And  a f t e r  he  go t  i * -

go ing  gou .d ,  t hey  we l comed  i t .  I t  was  a  wonde r f  u l  s ce ia l  f  unc * - i u1 t - :

f  o r  t hen r .  They  had  no  o the r  med i - ca1  soc ia l  f unc t i on  annuaL l y

^ r  F l r e r \ r  f  r ^ r r r  w F ^ r c  l e i . ' s  s n v  e x r r e o t  t h a t .  n n d  T  r j  C n ' t  t h i n i iu r  g v g ! J  L w u  J a 4 L J ,  L v v  J  r 4 J  e ^ e e H U  u . r q e ,

doc to r s  i p  E  1  Paso  pa id  ve ry  much  a t t en t  i cn  t o  i t ,  .  They  d  i d : t  
' t

t ake  t o  i t  nea . r  l y  as  nuch  t hen  as  t he  o the rs  .

N o .

B r : t  i t  w a s  v e r y  w e l c o m e d  b y  t h o s e  t h r e e  t o w n s  o r  c i t i e s  i h a f ,

et

A

I  men t  i - o r red  .

A  D r .  Camp ,  L i nd l y  and  Hay  i n

Lock -ha r t  i n  A lp i ne .  i l e  had  sone

th i ng ,  and  i t  was  a  go ing  Jenny .

P e c o s ,  O s w a l d  l e t ' s  s e e

E l r e a t  p e o p l e  w o r k i - n g  o n  t h i s

A n d ,  o n c e  a g a i n ,  I ' L I  g i v e ' / c u
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c red i t  f o r  t h i s .  } { e l 1 ,  I  guess  we  have  p re t

ou r  l i s t s  he re .  ! , t r hen  doc to r s  ge t  t oge the r ,

o n i l e  a  b i t -  D r  B r e n k -  n f  c n r l r s e .  h a s  b e e nY u 4  L e  4  '  r . * s

h i s  l i f e  excep t  t he  pa r t  t ha t  he  spen t  away

educa ted

t y  we l l  r un  t h rough

f h o r r  c t c i -  f n  r n r n h l  i n e .
w L L ' - J  6 e  !  - + . . e

an  E l  Pasoan  a l l  o f

f  r n m  h o l s  r e l -  f  i  n o

va

And  i n  t he  a rmy .

And  i n  t he  a rmy ,  yes  . I , t r e  d i dn ' t  E , :  i n t , :  t ha t .

abou t  Wor l d  l { a r  I L

l r l e I l ,  I  wasn ' t  i n  t he  rese rves ,  So  I  vo l un tee red  a  l i t t l e

' l ^ I ^  
^ - l  T  . . .- LaL ( '  I  o - r r u  r  w ,3 . s  on l y  i n  t he  a rny  t h ree -ano -a -ha l f  yea rs .  A r rd  I

s t a r t ed  ou t  i n  San  An ton io  a t  t he  b i g  gene ra l  hosp i t a l  l he re ,

B rooke  Gene ra l ,  and  I  was  t he re  s i x  non ths  f o r  i ndoc t r i na t i on  on

ho ra  t o  be  an  a rmy  o r t hoped i s t .  So  f  o l l cw ing  t ha t ,  I  l ^7as  ass igneC

to  a  I a rge  gene ra l  hosp i t a l  i n  a  canp  t ha t  no  I o r rge r  ex i s t s .

Eas t  o f  Aus t  j - n  40  rn i l es  t he  gove rnmen t  bough t  o r  l eased  a  huge

anoun t  o f  ac reage  and  had  a  ve ry ,  ve r y  i a rge  a rny  ca rcp  Lh ree

d i v i s i ons ,  o f  a l l  t h i ngs  t h ree  d i v i s l ons  o f  i n f an t r y .

I s  t i r a t  down  a round  Loekhar t -?

No ,  no .  I t  was

Bas  t r  op?

A  B a s t r o p ,  y e s .  T h e  s o u t h  e n d  o f  l h e  c a n p  o r  F o r t  w a s  a t

B a s t r o p ,  a n d  i t  r a n  n o r t h  o f  t h e r e  f o r  g o o d n e s s  1 5  n i l e s .

A n d  t h r e e  i n f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n s  i s  a  1 o t  o f  p e o p l e ,  a b o u t  1 0 0 , 0 0 0

p e o p l e  w e  h a d  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t o p  a n d  f  w a s  t h e  o r t h o p e d i c

s u r g e o n  f o r  t h a t .  I  d o n ' t  m e a n  t o  E l v e  y o u  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  i t  w a s

a t  t h a t  p e a k  a l l  t h e  t i n e .  I t  l l a s  a t  t h a t  p e a k  f o r  n a y b e  a  y e a r

r1
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a t  t he  mos t ,  bu t  we  had  two  d i v i s i ons  a l nos t  a l l  t he  t i r ae .  And  I

had  a t  my  peak  750  beds  o f  o r t hoped i cs .  And  I  a lways  I  neve r

had  l ess  t han  350 .  And  I  on l y  had  one  nan  t o  he lp  De ,  and  I

d i dn ' t  ge t  h i r n  un t i l  I ' d  been  t he re  f o r  abou t  s i x  mon ths .  I  had

a  younger  man  tha t  was  ve ry  capab le  and  a  ve ry  n i ce  man ,  a  Dr  .

Ja r re t t ,  who  p rac t i ces  i n  Hu tch inson .  l { e  became  c l ose  f r i ends .

l { e  wo rked  t oge the r  r ea l  we l1 .  Bu t  I  d i d  a l l  t he  adn in i s t ' r a t i on

and  a lmos t  a l l  t he  d i sab i l i t y  eva lua t i ons .  Anyway ,  I  en ioyed

tha t  ve ry  r nueh .  I  d i dn ' t ,  ge t  sen t  ove rseas  because  t h i s  i s  a

. . r i ' l  r l  e f  n r r r
n a l u  r a v ! J .

wh i l e  I  was  t he re  i n  t he  ea r l y  pa r t  o f  my  s tay  t he re ,  I  -

-  r , r e  r ne re  p l ay i ng  conpu l so ry  a th l e t i es .  I { e  we re  requ i red  t o  do

tha t  once  a  week ,  and  we  usua l l y  p l ayed  so f t ba l l .  I  was  a  p re t t y

E iood  so f t ba l l  p i t ehe r .  And  t he  base - runne r  and  I  r an  i n to  each

o the r ,  and  I  f r ac tu red  my  ee rv i ea l  sp i ne .  f  d i dn ' t  ge t  a

pa rap leg ia ,  bu t  I  had  qu i t e  a  l i t t l e  pa i - n  f  o r  a  wh i ] e .  So  I  - -

A  You  d idn ' t  have  t o  t r ea t  you rse l f  ,  I  hope '

A  t { o .  I  was  sen t  t o  a  gene ra l  hosp i t a l  above  t he re  - -  no r t h

o f  t he re ,  yeah .  f ' ve  f o rgo t t en  t he  exae t  I oca t i on Ab i l ene

no .  Fo r t  Hood ,  I  guess  no .  Anyway ,  I  was  sen t  t o  a r ro the r

gene ra l  hosp i - t a l .  They  eva lua ted  [ I € ,  and  pu t  a  cas t  on  ny  neck ,

and  I  wen t  back  t o  wo rk .  I  t h i nk  I  l o s t  abou t  a  week ' s  wo rk .  I

was  ou t  o f  t he  ope ra t i ng  roo tD  abou t  a  mon th .  Anyway ,  t ha t ' s  how

I  - -  i t  t u rned  ou t  I  neve r  d i d  go  ove rseas .  Fo l l ow ing  t ha t  I  was

eva lua ted  as  un f i t  f o r  ove rseas  du t y ,  so  f  s t ayed  r i gh t  t he re .

A  I t ' s  un fo r t una te  t ha t  ned i c i ne  i s  one  o f  t he  o the r  t , han



t he  peop le  who  nake  nun i t i ons ,  ned i c i ne  i s  abou t  t he  on l y  t h i ng

tha t  p ro f i t s  f r on  e ra r s .  Bu t  t he  changes  t ha t  occu r red  i n

ned i c i ne  t he  p rac t i ce  o f  ned i c i ne ,  pa r t i eu la r l y  i n  o r t hoped i cs

and  su rge ry ,  be tween  t he  e ras  be fo re  Wor l d  t { a r  I I  and  a f t e r  we re

a lmos t  ha rd  t o  eonpa re  t o  t h i nk  t ha t  t hey  we re  even  t he  sane

p rac t i ce  because  t h i ngs  changed  so .  5o  much  was  l ea rned ,  and ,  o f

cou rse ,  as  D r .  B reek ' s  a l r eady  sa id ,  p€ f l i c i 11 in ,  su l phon im ides ,

and  a  b road  spec t rum o f  an t i bod ies  eane  ou t ,  p l us  a l l  o f  t hese

new ope ra t i ve  p rocedu res .  So ,  a t  l eas t  phys i c i ans  a re  be t t e r

phys i c i ans  f o r  i { a r ,  even  t hough  nobody  e l se  was  any  be t t e r  o f f  .

i { e11 ,  I  wan t  t o  t hank  D r .  B reek  f o r  t ak i nE i  h i s  t , i ne  and  ene rgy  t o

E i ve  us  h i s  r en :enb rance  o f  E I  Paso  and  o f  r ned i c i ne  as  he  has

en joyed  p rac t i c i ng  i t  he re  and ,  once  aga in ,  comp l imen t  h i n  f o r

h i s  good  yea rs  o f  wo rk  he re .  He  has  an  exce l l en t  r epu ta t i on

wh i ch  pe rs i s t s  anong  h i s  f r i ends  and  p ro fess iona l  peop le  who ' ve

known  h in ,  and  i t ' s  been  a  j oy  t o  i n t e r v i ew  h im .  And  be  w i t h

h im ,  and ,  o f  cou rse ,  i t ' s  a  j oy  t o  know  h in  f o r  50  yea rs .  And

w i * "h  t ha t ,  I  guess  we '11  ea11  t h i s  t h i ng  o f f  and

A  We I l ,  l e t  ne  ge t  a  wo rd  i n  he re .  I

kt Okay .

I ' n  ve ry  f l a t t e red  and  hono red  t ha t  you  i n te r v i ewed  me .

en joyed  t h i s  i n t e r v i ew  ve ry  nuch .  Thank  VOU,  s i r .

A l l  r i gh t .  l { e11 ,  I  guess  we ' re  i n  comp le te  aceo rd .  l , { e1 I ,

t ha t  ' s  f  i ne

fl

I  
' v e

!c(

, E



Note :

D r .  B reck  was  chosen  by

Hono r  Rec ip i en t ,  1993 .

D r .  B reck  d i ed  9 -24 -93 .

t he  E I  Paso  H i s to r i ca l  Soc ie t y  Ha11  o f

He  was  84 .
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