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Th is  i s  Thursday ,

and  I  am in te rv iew ing  Mrs .

Basom.

Ju I y  t he  27 t t : ,  L989 ,

Basom;  Mrs .  Mau r i ne

A

a

Mrs .  Basom,  can  you  te } l  me how o ld  you  a re  and

where  you  were  born?

I 'm 72 ,  and  I  was  born  in  Sa in t  pau l ,  M inneso ta .

How d id  someone f rom Minneso ta  ge t  a t l  the  way

down to  E l  Paso?

r  ma r r i ed  a  res i den t  a t  t he  hosp i t a r  whe re  r  was

enp royed  as  a  rned i ca l  sec re ta r y .  And  he  was  bo rn

and  ra i sed  i n  Da11as ,  Texas ,  and  a lways  wan ted  t o

p rac t i ce  i n  E1  Paso ,  Texas ,  a f t e r  he  f i n i shed  h i s

t h ree  yea r  f e l l owsh ip  a t  t he  Mayo  C l i n i c .

Were  you  o r i g i na l l y  f r o rn  M inneso ta?

Yes .

D id  you  l i ve  on  a  f a rm?

No .  f  l i ved  i n  Sa in t  pau l .

Were  you r  pa ren t s  f r om M inneso ta?

Yes .

And  wha t  d i d  t hey  do?

My  fa the r  was  co -owne r  o f  a  pape r  company .  My

rno the r  was  a  housew i f  e .

And  when  d id  you  ge t  i n t e res ted  i n  med i ca l

s  t  enog raphy?

a
A

a
A

a
A

a
A

a



We1I ,  € lS  I  was  g row ing  up

a  nurse  o r  a  doc to r .  And

g i r1s ,  schoo l ,  a  Ca tho l i c

d i scou raged  me  f r om eve r

They  sa id  no  one  had  any

doc to r s .  And  my  mo the r

med i c i ne .  Bu t  f  a lways

b rows ing  t h rough  med i ca l_

books .

,  f  a lways  wan ted  t o  be

f  wen t  t o  a  p r i va te

schoo l .  And  t he  nuns

go ing  i n to  med i c i ne .

con f i dence  i n  women

begged  me  no t  t o  go  i n to

en joyed  read ing  o r

j ou rna l s  and  med i ca l

And  a f t e r  r  f i n i shed  a t  t he  un i ve rs i t v
o f  M inneso ta ,  f  wh i l e  f  was  go ing r  t o  t he
un i ve rs i t y  o f  M inneso ta ,  r  d ropped  ou t  a f t e r  t he
second  yea r  due  t o  my  f a the r r s  se r i ous  i l I ness .
And  he  asked  i l € ,  , rWha t  a re  you  p repa red  t o  do  i n
the  even t  some th ing  happens  t o  me? i l  And  I  sa i d ,
r rNo th i ng . r r  

He  sa id ,  ' Then  I  suggesc  you  go  t o
sec re ta r i a l  s choo l ,  and  you  can  a lways  go  t o  wo rk
fo r  my  company . r '  so  r  d ropped  ou t  and  wen t  t o
sec re ta r i a l  s choo l ,  and  t hen  r  wen t  back  t o  t he
un i ve rs  i t y  .

And  a f t e r  f  g radua ted ,  one  o f  ny
so ro r i t y  s i s t e r s  ca r l ed  and  t o l d  me  t ha t  t he re
was  an  open ing  a t  G i l l e t t  S ta te  Hosp i t a l  f o r
C r i pp led  ch i l d ren  i n  t he  soc ia l  se r v i ce

depa r tmen t ,  and  why  d i dn r t  f  go  down  fo r  an
in te r v i ew .



So  I  wen t  down  to  t he  bu reau ,  t he  ch ie f

o f  t he  bu reau  o f  t he  c r i pp led  ch i l d ren ,  and  he

asked  me  i f  I  had  any  expe r i ence ,  and  I  sa i d ,

"No , r r  and  he  sa id ,  'we11 ,  we  wan ted  somebody  w i t h
expe r i enc€ , r .  and  f  sa i d ,  , fWe1 I ,  how  am I  go ing  t o
ge t  expe r i ence  i f  nobody ' s  go ing  t o  g i ve  me  any
expe r i ence? r  I  sa i d  r l , e t  me  go  ou t  t he re  and
work  f o r  a  week ,  and  i f  my  wo rk  i s  sa t i s f ac to r y ,

t hen  you  can  keep  me  on .  I f  i t r s  no t ,  f r l l

unde rs tand .  r  So

the re  a  yea r  and

1941 .  And  he  had  t o  have

ch i l d ren rs  wo rk .  So ,  he

o f  L940 .

l r r enE  ou t  t he re ,  and  I  s t ayed

ha I f .

r

a

a
A

And  i s  t h i s  whe re  you  me t  you r  husband?

Yes .  He  r ^ / as  a t  t he  Mayo  C l i n i c  f  r om 1939  t o

s tx  months  o f  c r ipp led

cane  to  G i I le t t  i n  Ju ly

a
A

We were  mar r i ed  i n  November  o f  1940 .  We
wen t  back  t o  Rochches te r ,  and  I  s t ayed  i n

M inneso ta  and  commuted  back  and  f o r t h  on  weekends
un t i l  June  o f  1941 ,  and  moved  t o  E I  paso .

D id  he  have  t o  se rve  i n  t he  a rmy  i n  wo r l d  wa r  r r ?
Yes  '  He  was  s ta t i oned  he re  a t  w i l l i an  Beaumon t
A rmy  Hosp i t a l .  He  p rac t i ced  he re  a  yea r  w i t h  D r .
B reck ,  and  t hey  bo th  wen t  i n t o  se rv i ce  i n  Lg4z .
And  ny  husband  s tayed  a t  w i r r i am  Beaumon t  f o r
f ou r  yea rs ,  t he  who le  t ime .



o
I

He l r as  no t  ab re  t o  ma in ta i n  a  p r i va te  p rac t i ce

wh i l e  he  was  i n  t he  se rv i ce?

No ,  bu t  he  s tayed  i n  t he  coun ty  Med i ca r_  soc iecy

and  we  a t t ended  a1 r  t he  coun ty  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y

a f f a i r s ,  and  r  be longed  t o  t he  Med i ca r  Aux i r i a r y .

Du r i ng  Wor l d  War  I I ,  t hey  we re  l ook ing

fo r  Red  c ross  vo run tee rs  nu rses ,  a i des ,  and  t hey

t r i ed  t o  ge t  somebody  f r om the  Med i ca r  Aux i r i a r y

and  r  was  t he  on l y  one  t ha t  vo lun tee red .  so  ou t

o f  t he i r  seve ra l  hund red  vo lun tee rs  1oca11y ,  r

" Jas  
t he  on ry  doc to r  /  s  w i  f  e .  And  r  wo rked  he re

fo r  two  and  a  ha l f  yea rs  i n  t he  hosp i t a l  as  a

nu rses ,  a i de .

we re  t he re  ve ry  many  doc to r s  r e f t  he re  i n  t own?

When  we  cane  i n  Lg4 l - ,  w€  had  l ess  t han  100

doc to r s .  We  used  t o  mee t  i n  t he  homes .  The

Aux i l i a r y  ne t  i n  t he  hones .  r  wou rd  say  t ha t

qu i t e  a  f ew  o f  t hen ,  qu i t e  a  f e r v  o f  t he  doc to r s

wen t  i n t o  t he  se rv i ce ,  and  t he  f ew  tha t  we re

d i sab red  o r  cou rdn , t  se r ve  came  he re  and  d i d  ve ry

we11 ,  f i nanc ia l l v .

f  be t  so .

And  T  remember  r i gh t  a f t e r  t he  wa r  s ta r t ed ,  t he

Aux i l i a r y  vo lun tee red  t o  r o r r  bandages  f o r  t he

Red  c ross .  we  used  t o  do  t ha t  one  day  a  week  a t

a  doc to r / s  home .

\l



o where  d id  the  doc to rs  have  the i r  soc ie ty  dur ing
tha t  t ime?

They  usua l l y  met  in  a  room a t  the  co r tez  Ho te l .
And  tha t ,  s  downtown?

Uh-huh .  Down town .

i t  was  one  o f  ou r

How many  hosp i t a l s

f i r s t  moved  he re?

I t ,  s  no  l onge r  a  ho te l ,  bu t

l ead ing  ho te l s .

we re  he re  i n  t own  when  you

we  had  Mason i c  Hosp i t a l  a t  F i ve  po in t s ,  wh i ch  was
la te r  t o rn  down  and  sea rs  Roebuck  s to re  was  bu i l t
t he re .  I t r s  now  the  po l i ce  depa r tmen t .  We  had
o Id  P rov idence  Hosp i t a l .

Whe re  was  t ha t?

Tha t  was  i n  back  o f  t he  E I  paso  pub l i c  L i b rd r y ,

down town .  We  had  Sa in t  Joseph rs  Hosp i t a I ,  wh i ch
i s  now  ca I l ed

Tha t ,  s  Sun  Va11ey .

I t , s  now  ca l l ed .  Sun  Va11ey .  Sou thwes te rn

Hosp i t a l ,  and  Ho te I  D ieu  Hosp i t a l .

Now ,  was  Ho te r  D ieu  s i s t e r s /  Hosp i t a l  whe re  i t  i s
now?

Yes .  They  had  a

?hey  j us t  bu i l t  a round  i t ?

No '  They  t o re  down  the  en t i r e  o rd  bu i l d i ng  and
bu i l t  t he  new  bu i l d i ng ,  and  i t  opened ,  I  be l i eve ,
a round  1951 ,  l - gS2 .

A

a
A

a

a

a
A

a

A

a
A



Wel l ,  when  t hey  t o re  i t  down ,  wha t  d i d  t hey  do

w i t h  t he i r  pa t i en t s?  D id  rhey  bu i l d  i t  on  on  a
pa rk i ng  I o t ,  o r  bu i l d  a round  i t ,  o r  wha t?

They  had  so r t  o f  a  rT ' , ,  and  t hey  bu i l t  t he  new
pa r t  f ac i ng  R io  Grande  and  moved  t he  pa t i en t s

i n to  t he  new  pa r t ,  and  t hen  t o re  down  the  o1d
pa r t  and  expanded  t ha t  way .

Now,  when  you  rnoved  he re  and  you  sa id  you

nu rses '  a i de r  VOrUn tee r  nu rses /  a i de  f o r

C ross ,  d i d  you  wo rk  i n  any  o f  t he  hosp i t a

vo lun tee r r  o t  as  an  an  emp loyee?

No .  I  wo rked  as  a  vo lun tee r  a t

and  Ho te I  D ieu .  f  vo l un tee red .

number  o f  hou rs  f  wan ted  t o  and

And  I  a lways  p i cked  a  f  e r , r  hou rs ,

week .

were  a

the  Red

Is  as  a

Mason i c  Hosp i t a l

f  cou ld  wo rk  any

p i ck  ny  days .

maybe  tw i ce  a

a
I

A

Now wha t  was  t he  o l d  Mason i . c  Hosp i t a l  l i ke?

Tha t  was  o r i g i na l l y  a  nu rs i ng r  schoo l  and  a  ve ry
n i ce  t h ree ,  f  ou r - s to r y  hosp i - t a  1  .  And  t hey  had  a
b ig  p rac t i ce  t he re .

The  who le  F i ve  po in t s  a rea  has  changed .
They  had  t he  hosp i t a l .  They  had  t he  d rugs to re .
one  o f  ou r  l 0ca r  r e t i r ed  ped ia t r i c i an rs  f a the r
ran  t ha t  d rugs to re .

Who  ?

The  Sk inmons .  D r .  and  Mrs .  Sk i r nmons  /  f  a t he r  own

a
A



i t ;  had  d rugs to re  t ha t  v ras  ac ross

the  Mason i c  Hosp i t aL .  And  t he re

f i ne  ea t i ng  p l aces  down  the re .

Were  t he  G i l l esp i s  t he re  t hen?

the  s t ree t  f ron

were  severa l

Roos te r

Bowl  ing

the i r

a
A No .  They  came  a f t e rwa rds .  f t  was  a  Red

Bow l i ng  A l l ey .  And  t hen  t he  Red  Roos te r

A l l ey  so ld  ou t ,  and  t he  c i l l e sp i s  bu i l t

A

es tab l i sh rnen t .  And  t hey  had  a  p r i va te  d i nne r

c l ub ,  t he  E rnp i re  C Iub ,  t ha t  was  I im i t ed  t o
pr rva te  membersh ip . And  then  one  pa r t ,  t he
G i l l esp i  pa r t ,  was  open  t o  t he  pub l i c .

Now,  when  you  moved  he re ,  d i d  you  have  any

ch i  l d ren?

No ,  f  d i dn r t  have  any  ch i l d ren .  Bu t  I  can  t e l l
you  an  i n te res t i ng  t h i ng .  f  ca rne  t h rough  E1  paso

on  a  Greyhound  bus  i n  L939 .  we  came  i n  t h rough
Sme l te r t own ,  and  ny  t r ave l l i ng  compan j -on  and  I
dec ided  we  wan ted  t o  t ou r  Jua rez ,  so  we  spen t  t he
n igh t .  And  we  s tayed  a t  t he  Knox  Ho te . ,  wh i ch
was  nex t  t o  t he  Greyhound  bus  depo t .

f t  was  i n  Ju1y ,  and  t he  t enpe ra tu re  was
L  0  5  o  .  And  we  go t  i n  he re  abou t  noon t i r ne  .  So  h re
asked  t he  desk  c l e r k  wha t  t he re  was  t o  do ,  and  he
sa id  t ake  t he  Gray r i ne  Tou r  o f  Jua rez .  so  she
and  f  wen t  on  t he  bus  t ou r  o f  Jua rez .  And  t he
o the r  passenge rs  we re  men  who  t r i ed  t o  be



a

t\
A

n
x

I

f r i end ly  w i th  us  and  wanted  us  to  go  back  on  an

even ing , tour .

Wel l ,  we  go t  back to  ou r  ho te l  and  we

s tayed  i n ,  And  I

t o  my  mo the r .  t r l t ' 11

i n  a  p l ace  l i ke  t h i s . t t

h re re  k i nd  o f  sca red ,  so  we

remernbe r  w r i t i ng  a  l e t t e r

j us t  be  ny  l uck  t o  end  up

A  yea r  l a t e r ,  I  me t  a  doc to r  who  had

eve ry  i n t en t i on t i on  o f  mak ing  h i s  home  i n  E l

Paso .  And  I  l ea rned  t o  l ove  i t .

You  see ,  when  we  l e f t  t he  nex t  day  on

the  bus ,  we  wen t  ou t  A lameda .  So  we  saw

smer te r t own  and  we  saw  A lemeda  and  t he  down town ,

and  t he re  was  no th i ng  imp ress i ve  abou t  any  o f

t ha t .

Now,  whe re  was  t he  Knox  Ho te1?  Where  was  t he  bus

s ta t i on  a t  t ha t  t ime?

The  bus  s ta t i on  and  t he  Knox  Ho te1  we re  r i gh t

ac ross  f r om the  cu r ren t  bus  depo t .

The  cu r ren t  G reyhound?

WeI1 ,  t hey rve  t o rn  down  tha t  b l ock  t o  make  room

fo r  t he  rebu i l d i ng  o f  t he  Wes ton .  And  i t  was

r i gh t  ac ross  t he  s t r ee t  f r om the  cu r ren t  bus

depo t .

And  t ha t / s  whe re  t he  Knox  Ho te1  was?

Uh-huh .

a
A



a
A

Have they  to rn  tha t  down,  too?

Oh,  yes .  Tha t  who l_e  b l ock . Oh ,  E l  Paso ,  s

changed  -  when  r  came  he re  t he re  we re  s t r ee t ca rs

and  abou t  96 ,OOO peop le .  Ve ry  f ew  s top  and  go

s igns .  When  you  wen t  down town ,  you  a lways  ran

in to  somebody  you  knew .

Today ,  t he re  a re  s i gns  on

and  you  can  go  ou t  and  ea t  i n  mos t

and  neve r  r un  i n to  anyone  you  know .

Now,  you  say  you r  husband  a lways  wan ted  t o  come

he re How d id  you  hea r  abou t  E l  paso?

when  ny  husband  g radua ted  f r om Bay lo r  i n  Da11as ,

he  se rved  a  yea r ,  s  i n t e rnsh ip  t he re ,  and  he

wan ted  t o  se rve  ano the r  yea r .  And  one  o f  h i s

c l assma tes  t o l d  h im ,  "App l y  f o r  E I  paso .  They

have  a  l a rge  C i t y /Coun ty  Hosp i t a l .  you r l l  ge t  a

wo r l d  o f  expe r i ence .  r t

WeL l ,  he  w ro te  ou t  he re ,  and  t he

supe r i n tendan t ,  M r .  Bu t l e r  sa id ,  nWerve  a l r eady

f i l 1ed  ou r  quo ta ,  bu t  come  a long  anyway . r ,  So  he

came  ou t  he re  i n  June  o f  Lg37  and  i n te rned  un t i l

1938 .

I n  t he  mean t ime ,  he  me t  D r .  B reek ,  who

was  one  o f  two  o r t hoped i s t s  i n  E l  paso .  And  he

l i ked  wo rk i ng  w i t h  my  husband  and  sugges ted  he

app l y  f o r  a  f e r rowsh ip  a t  t he  Mayo  c l i n i c .  And

every  co rner ,

res  tau ran ts



A

he  d id ,  and  he  was  accep ted .  And  he  wan ted  t o

come  back  and  p rac t i ce  w i t h  D r .  B reck .  And

tha t ' s  wha t  he  d i d  a f t e r  he  f i n i shed  h i s  t h ree_
yea r  co l l ege  cou rse .

a  Now,  whe re  was  t he  C i t y /Coun ty  Hosp i t a l ?  f t
wasn  /  t  Tho rnason .

Yes .  And  t hey  t o re

l oca t i on  whe re  t he

i t  down .

And  i t  was  named  Thonason?

r t  was  ca1 led  t he  c i t y / coun t y  Hosp i t a l .  And  t hen
they  bu i l t  t he  new  one  and  ca r l ed  i t  Thonason .

Now,  was  Judge  Thomason  he re  a t  t ha t  t i ne?

Yes .  Yes ,  because  I  r emember  f  knew  h in  and  f
knew  h i s  w i f e .

And  my  husband  i n te rned  he re  w i t h  D r .

John  Mar t i nv i l l e ,  because  D r .  John  Fedd i co  and
Dr '  V incen t  Rabb le  a l l  who  s tayed  i n  E l  paso

and  p rac t i ced  f o r  many  yea rs  un t i l  t hey  passed

on .

And  t hen  my  husband  se rved  on  t he  boa rd
o f  d i r ec to r s  i n  t he  1940s ,  and  he rs  now

or thoped i c  consu l t an t  f o r  Texas  Tech  Med i ca l

schoo l ,  wh i ch  i s  now  a f f i l i a t ed  w i t h  Thomason .
You  sa id  t ha t  you  go t  i n t e res ted  i n  t he  Med i ca r_
Aux i - l i a r y  r i gh t  a f  t e r  you  came  he re .

i t  down .  f t ,  s  on  t he  same

cu r ren t  one  i s ,  and  t hey  t o re

a
I

a
A

o



a
A

Mrs .  B reck  t ook  me  to  t he  f i r s t  mee t i ng  i n

Oc tobe r .

And  how  was  t ha t?

Wonde r fu l .  M rs .  A .  B .  Long  was  p res iden t ,  and

she  was  one  o f  t he  mos t  cha rm ing  doc to r r s  w i ves

you 'd  eve r  wan t  t o  mee t .  And  she  v ras  ve ry  n i ce

to  t he  young  doc to r s ,  w i ves She  en te r t a i ned  a

1o t  i n  he r  home . Eve rybody  I oved  Amma Long S h e

l i ved  t o  be  i n  he r  90s

yea rs  ago .

She  d ied  a  yea r  o r  two

And  f  en  j  oyed  t he  aux i l i . a r y ,

me t  i n  t he  d i f f e ren t  homes .  And  t he

was  go ing  t o  t he  F rank  Schus te r  home

because  we

h igh l i gh t

on  R in  Road .

a
A

Tha t  was  r t he ' r  home  i n  E I  paso .

r  t h i nk  i t  s t i l I  i s .

And  we  wen t  a f t e r  t he  mee t i ng ,  seve ra l  o f  us

wen t  on  a  t ou r  o f  t he  home  .  We  I1  ,  r , i ?e  en  j  oyed  i t  .

We  we re  i n  l o t s  o f  d i f  f  e ren t  I ove I y  ho rnes .

one  o f  t he  o the r  homes  was  t he  spea rman .  whe re

was  t ha t?

R im  Road .

Where  abou ts?

Maur i ce  Spea rman  home?

Was  i t  l o ca ted  nea r

f  t h i nk  i t  was  on  t he  same  s t ree t .

Same  b lock?

a

A

a
A

a
A

a
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Fa i r l y

Road .

Now,

The

she

nea r  V i r g i n i a Thomson ,  s I  ove  1y  horne  on  R i rn

a
A

were  t he  Cu r t i ses  he re?

Cur t i ses  had  a  l ove I y  home  on  R im  Road ,

was  one  o f  t he  mos t  cha rn ing  women  you rd

and

ever

her

A

wan t  t o  mee t .  We  l oved  t o  be  en te r t a i ned  i n

home .

R i ck ,  r i t t l e  R i ck  canno t  bea r  t o  pa r t  w i t h  t he i r

home '  He  s t i l 1  has  i t .  r t / s  been  vacan t  eve r

s i nce  Es the r  d i ed .  Bu t  t hey , re  t o rn  w i t h  t he

idea  t ha t ,  you  know ,  t hey  rove  t he i r  home  i n  t he

Uppe r  Va11ey ,  bu t  i t r s  so  I a rge ,  and  t hey  wou ld

l i ke  ve ry  much  to  move  up  here . So  they ' re  jus t

go ing  t o  s i t  on  i t  f o r  a  wh i l e .

We l1 ,  you  know  they  had  t he i r  house  a I1

rea r ranged ,  so  t ha t  f  t h i nk  she  changed  had

he r  l i v i ng  room/ rec rea t i on  roon  t o  t he  back ,  and ,

t he  f r on t  pa r t  i s  t he  mas te r  bed room tha t

ove r l 00ks  t he  c i t y .  r  r emember  when  t hey  had

the i r  house  a l I  r emode led .

As  t he  yea rs  wen t  by  t he  doc to r s ,

i ncomes  wen t  up ,  and  a  1o t  o f  t hem bough t ,  o r  had
bu i I t ,  beau t i f u l ,  l u xu r i ous  homes .  And  I

r emember  my  husband  sa id  seve ra l  pa t i en t s  t o l d

h im ,  r r you  doc to r s  a re  a r r  r i ch .  you  a l r  l i ve  i n
nans ions ,  r r  and  my  husband  sa id ,  nWe I1 ,  you  come

L2



by  and  l ook  a t

a  be t t e r  house .

h i gh  schooL  f o r  ou r  t h ree  ch i l d ren .

go t  o  l de r  ,  we  j  us t  dec  i ded  we  v re re

pu t  and  no t  move .

house .  Chances  a re  you  l i ve  in

Wel l  r  we  ! , r e re  handy  t o  g rade  schoo l  and

ny

| l

And  as  we

go ing  t o  s tay

o
A

o
A

We s t i l l  have  a  f ew  doc to r s  l i v i ng  i n
doc to r s  o r  doc to r s '  w idows  l i v i ng  t h i s  a rea . But
i t , s  an  o1d  h i s t o r i ca l  pa r t  o f  t own ,  noh r .

D id  you  nove  he re  d i r ec t l y  t o  t h i s  house  when  you

f i r s t  came?

We l l r  Do .  When  my  husband  an  I  moved  he re ,  w€

ren ted  a  dup lex .

And  whe re  abou ts  was  t ha t?

36L2 ,  pe rsh ing .

So  you  rnoved  i n to  t h i s  ne ighbo rhood?

And  t hen  v /e  moved  i n to  t h i s  house  i - n  sep tember  o f
L946 .  Werve  been  he re  eve r  s i _nce .

You  l i ved  i n  t he  dup lex  t he  t ime  he  was  i n  t he
se rv i ce?

Wh i l e  we  h re re  i n  t he  se rv i ce  we  j us t  t hose  a re
the  on l y  two  p l aces  $ /e  eve r  l i ved .

Tha t  was  rea  11y  f  o r t una te  t ha t  you  d  i dn  ,  t  have  t , o
move  du r i ng  t he  wa r .

We l l ,  we  saw  an  ad  i n  t he  pape r  f o r  a  f u rn i shed

house ,  and  we  d idn ' t  have  any  f u rn i t u re .  wh i r_e

o

A

a

A
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we ! / e re  i n  t he  se rv i ce  ,  we  I  i ved  i n  a

dup lex .  And  l r e  came  by  and  l ooked  a t

sunday  a f t e rnoon ,  and  two  hou rs  l a t e r

t o  buy  i t  f u rn i shed .

Th is  i s  beau t i fu l .

Th is  fu rn i tu re  was  made in  1936 .

fu rn  i  sh  ed

th is  on  the

we agreed

a
A

a
A

And i t  h ras  fu rn ished?

r t  s t i l l  has  the  o r ig ina l  d in ing  room ou t f i t  i n
i t .

Th is  house  was

a
A

a

bu i l t  i n  1931 .  f t r s  one  o f  t he  more  recen t

houses  i n  t h i s  a rea .  Th i s  i s  a  h i s t o r i ca l  a rea ,
and  mos t  o f  t he  houses  i n  my  b l0ck  we re  bu i l c
anywhe re  f r om 1g1g  t o  Lg22 .  The re  a re  t h ree

l i t t l e  span i sh -s t y1e  houses  a l l  bu i l t  by  D r .  and
Mrs '  s k immon ' s  f a the r - i n -1aw  i n  1931 .  And  we
became  a  h i s t o r i ca l  a rea  abou t  f ou r  o r  f i ve  yea rs
ago '  The re ' s  a  schoo  I  ac ross  f  r o rn  us  t ha t  l r as
bu i l t  i n  Lg2 t  o r  1922 .

And  t ha t r s  C rocke t t  Schoo l?

Tha t ,  s  C rocke t t  Schoo l .  Uh_huh .

Le t ' s  see .  Go rdon  B lack  g rew  up  i n  t h i s

ne ighbo rhood ,  t oo ,  d i dn r t  he ,  ove r  on  Fede ra l
S  i  l ve r?

Now,  I ,  r n  no t  su re  whe re  Godon  B lack  g rev ,  up .  A t
one  t ime ,  he  r i ved  up  i n  one  o f  t he  o r_d

h i s to r i ca l  two -s to r y  homes  up  he re  on  A r royo

A
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St ree t ,  t he  co rne r  house  o f  t he  3

I  know  we  wen t  t o  a  nee t i ng  t he re

I  I  guess  Do t t i  v ras  p res  i den t

We1 I ,  yeah .  She rs  t he re  ove r  oD ,

Thunde rb i r d  now?

000  b lock .

no t  I ong  a f t e r

t ha t  yea r .

wha t?

Y e a h They r re  ou t  t he re  i n  a l i t t l e  condomin iu ru

now

a
A

And  Dr .  Lee  w i l cox  and  h i s  w i f e  came  he re  i n

December  o f  l g  4  L  f  r om Roches te r .  He  ! f  as  a l so  aE

the  Mayo  C I i n i c .  He  spec ia l i zed  i n  su rge ry .

Now,  d i d  you r  husband  know  Dr .  W i l cox?

Yes '  They  knew  each  o the r .  And  t hey  r i ve  ove r

he re  on  t he  co rne r  o f  Whee t i ng ,  31  ove r  i n

t h i s  p i nk  house  on  t he  co rne r  o f  whee l i ng .  3133

Cen t ra  I  .

And  D r .  w i l l a rd  schuess le r  l i ves  ove r  on

coppe r  s t r ee t .  He  came  a f t e r  t he  wa r .  He  was

one  o f  o f  ou r  f i r s t  p l as t i c  su rgeons .

We l l r  w€  used  t o  have  a  }o t  o f  doc to r s

i n  t h i s  a rea .  D r -  ceo rge  Tu rne r l  D r .  Ba r re t t ,

who  v ras  one  o f  ou r  o rd - t ime  anes thes io rog i s t s ;

D r .  Ewa l l ;  D r .  Gadd i s ;  D r .  Good low ;  D r .  Ma r t i n ;

John  Mar t i n ;  D r .  John  pedd i co le ;  D r .  and  Mrs .

Ra lph  Homan l  D r .  and  Mrs .  V i l e  Homan .  Th i s  was
gu i t e  a  med i ca r  a rea  a t  one  t ime ,  back  i n  t he

1940s  and  1950s .  And  t he re ,  s  s t i r r  a  nu rnbe r  o f

1 5



a
A

a

widows  l i v i ng  i n  t h i s  a rea ,  bu t  nos t  o f  t he

doc to r s  have  noved  away .  r n  f ac t ,  D f .  s chuess re r

and  ny  husband  a re  t he  on l y  two  i n  t h i s  a rea  now .

My  husband  knew  w i r l a rd  schuess le r  back

in  t he  1930s .  D r .  Schuess le r r s  f a the r  was  ny

husband ' s  Ge rman  t eache r  a t  sou the rn  Me thod i s t

Un i ve rs  i t y  .

Rea  1  I y?

So  ou r  f r i endsh ip  goes  wdy ,  way  back .

Now,  you r  husband  wan ted  t o  come  back  he re

because  he  had  rne t  D r .  B reck  when  he  was

in te rn i ng .  And  how  l ong  was  h i s  f e l l owsh ip  i n

Roches te r?

Three  years .

Three  years .

Or thoped ic .

tha t ,  he  go t

surgery  f  ro rn

o f  194 i . ,  and

Was he  ch ie f

v ras  the re?

No.  He  wen t  i n t o  when

se rv i ce ,  he  wen t  i n  as  a

h i s  age .  He  was  young .

ou t  o f  t he  se rv i ce  he  was

How l ong  d i d  he  s tay  i n?

he  wen t  i n t o  t he

l i eu tenan t  because  o f

And  by  t he  t ime  he  go t

a  ma j  o r .

A

a
A

And  i t  was  i n  o r t hoped i c .

And  he  go t  i n  a f f i L i a t i on  w i t h

a  mas te r s  deg ree  i n  o r t hoped , i c

t he  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  M inneso ta  i n  June

we  moved  t o  E l  paso  i n  June .

o f  o r t hoped i cs  a t  Beaumon t  wh i l e  he
a

A

a

t_6



A Four  years .  Bu t  he  was  he  was  never  ch ie f  a t

Beaumont ,  bu t  he  was  head  o f  the  annex .  They  had

an  annex  ou t  on  Fred  w i rson  Road towards  B iggs

F ie ld  du r i ng  t he  wa r ,  because  o f  t he  casua r t i es .

The  t r a i ns  wou ld  b r i ng  t hem i n  he re  by  ca r l oads .

And  he 'd  have  hund reds  and  hund reds  o f  wounded

so ld i e r s -  so  t hey  had  t o  bu i l d  an  annex ,  and  he

h ras  head  o f  t he  annex  o r t hoped i c  depa r tmen t .

And  t hen  a  f  t e r  t he  v /a r  he  beca rne  a

consu l t an t  t o  w i l l i an  Beaumon t  f o r  2s  yea rs .  And

then  f o r  t he  l as t  t en  yea rs  he ,  s  been  an

o r thoped i c  consu l t an t  a t  t he  Ve te rans  ou tpa t i en t

C l i n i c .  He  re t i r ed  I as t  yea r .

When  d id  he  re t i r e  f r om the  o r t hoped i c  g roup?

1983 .

And  how  was  i t ,  a t  f i r s t  t o  sudden l y  have  you r

husband  a t  home  w i t h  you  aLL  day?

Grea t .  G rea t .  we  commun ica te .  we  t aLk  a  n i l e  a

m inu te ,  t he  bo th  o f  us .  We  l i ke  dogs ,  ca t s ,

mus i c ,  r ead i . g ,  TV .  We  j us t  f  en joy  hav ing

h  i r n  home  .

Was  i t  ha rd  f  o r  h im ,  sudden l y  t o  s tay  ho rne?

No .  He  en joys  h i s  r e t i r emen t  ve ry  much .  you

know,  he  p rac t i ced  f o r  ove r  5O  yea rs ,  and  he rs

j us t  en joy i ng  i t .  And  he  has  a  ch ron i c  a i rmen t ,

so  he  needs  t o  r es t  a  l o t .

a
A

a

A

a
A
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Do y ' a1 l  do  any  t r ave l l i ng?

t rave  I  I  i ng  ,  im rned  i a te  I y?

D id  you  do  any

We used  t o  t r ave l  a  l o t .  We  wen t  t o  ned i ca l

conven t i ons  i n  Mex i co  C i t v .  I ' ve  been  on  two  o f

t he rn ,  and  he ' s  been  on  two  more .  And  t hen  he

wen t  t o  Venzue la .  I  d i dn ' t  I  cou ldn ' t  go .  He

was  p res iden t  o f  t he  Amer i can  F rac tu re

Assoc ia t i on  f o r  t h ree  yea rs ,  so  he  wen t  t o  t he i r

f o re i gn  mee t i ngs ,  and  f  cou ldn ' t  go  because  f  had

th ree  ch i l d ren  a t  home .

We  took  ou r  ch i l d ren  t o  A1aska  on  t he

boa t .  We  took  t hem to  D i sney land ,  t he  B lackh i I I s

o f  Sou th  Dako ta .

My  husband  and  I  have  been  t o  nany

conven t i ons .  f n  f ac t ,  t he re  a re  on l y  two  s ta tes

i n  t he  Un ion  t ha t  I  haven ' t  been  i n ,  and  t ha t ' s

Mary l and  and  Ken tucky .  And  r , , r e  wen t  t o  Hawa i i  i n

L978 ,  bu t  we  d i dn , t  t ake  ou r  ch i l d ren .

We  have  t h ree  g rown  ch i l d ren .  Ou r

daugh te r  was  bo rn  i n  L946  i n  Da l l as .  We  we re  i n

Da l l as  f o r  a  coup le  o f  mon ths  when  he  f i r s t  go t

ou t  o f  t he  se rv i ce .  And  t hen  we  we re  t he re ,  we

had  t he  baby ,  and  came  back .

And  he  v ras  sub  j  ec t  t o  sk i n  t umors ,  and

the  de rma to log i s t  wan ted  h im  to  go  t o  a  c l oudy

p lace  whe re  t he re  was  l o t s  o f  r a i n .  And  so  when
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A

hego tou t t hese rv i ce , Iwasdue tohaveababy ,

so  we  wen t  t o  Da l l as  t o  s tay  w i t h  h i s  r no the r

un t i l  $ t e  dec ided  wha t  we  we re  go ing  t o  do  '

We  rn i ssed  E l  Paso  and  came  back  a f t e r

she  was  bo rn .  she  $ ras  bo rn  i n  Ma rch .  we  came

back  i n  June .  And  \ ^ re  kep t  up  ou r  dues  i n  t he

Coun ty  Med i ca l  Soc ie tY ,  because  I  j us t  had  a

fee l i ng  we  we re  go ing  t o  come  back '

Then  we  had  a  son  bo rn  i n  t he  o l d  Ho te l

D ieu  i n  1950 ,  and  ou r  second  son  was  bo rn  i n  t he

new Ho te l  D ieu  i n  L953 .  And  we  now  have  t en

g randch i  l d ren  .

Do  any  o f  t hese  ch i l d ren  l i ve  i n  t own?

My  daugh te r  l i ves  he re .  My  daugh te r  has  a

mas te rs  deg ree  i n  r ead  i ng ,  and  i s  a  r ead ing

spec ia l i s t  a t  t he  E I  Paso  Commun i t y  co l l ege -  And

he r  husband  i s  a  h i gh  schoo l  p r i nc i pa l  i n

An thoDy ,  Texas .  And  t hey  have  f ou r  ch i l d ren

rang ing  i n  age  f r om 9  t o  L5 .

My  o lde r  son  was  i n  Lubbock ,  Texas '  And

he  had  a  t ank  bu i l d i ng  company .  And  t hey  have

fou r  ch i l d ren .

And  mY Younge r  son  i s  he  i s  a

mechan i c ,  and  he  I i ves  a t  Sand ia  Pa rk  and

commutes .

To  A lbuque rque?a

L Y
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A To  A lbuque rque .  H i s  company  moved  f  r o rn  E l  Paso

to  A lbuque rque  two  yea rs  ago .  They  have  two

I i t t l e  g i r l s .  And  t hey ' r e  c l ose  enough  l t e  can

see  each  o the r .

And  t hen  ny  o l de r  son ' s  w i f e  has  a

l ove l y  home ,  summer  home ,  d t  Ru idoso ,  so  ! . t e  ge t

t o  see  t hem qu i t e  a  I o t .

Now ,  when  you r  ch i l d ren  we re  g row ing  up ,  d i d  you

go  up  t o  C loudc ro f t ?  Was  t he  summer t ime  I

hea rd  abou t  t he  C loudc ro f t  Ch i l d ren ' s  C l i n i c ,  o r

Ch i l d ren ' s  Camp ,  t o  ge t  t he  peop le  ou t  o f  E I  Paso

because  o f  t he  po l i o  and  t h i ngs  l i ke  t ha t .

We I l ,  w€  d i dn ' t  when  we  f i r s t  came  he re ,  t he re

was  no  paved  road  a l l  t he  way  t o  C loudc ro f t .  You

had  t o  go  f  r om E l  Paso  t o  A la i nogo rdo ,  and  t hen  up

th rough  oh ,  wha t ' s  t ha t  I i t t I e  Span i sh  t own?

La  Luz?

La  Luz .  And  t hen  t ake  a  w ind ing  d i r t  r oad  up  t o

the  t op  t o  ge t  t o  C loudc ro f t .  And  t ha t  was  a

sca ry  r oad .  I t  had  ha i r  p i n  t u rns ,  and  no th i ng

o f f  t he  s i des .  And  i n  t he  summer t ime ,  t he  ca r

mo to rs  go t  ove rhea ted .  So  we  d idn , t  go  ve ry  much

un t i l  t hey  re rou ted  t he  way  way  up  t o  C loudc ro f t ,

and  paved  i t  a I I  t he  way .  And  we ,d  a lways  go  up

one  o r  two  t imes  du r i ng  t he  summer .

Now,  my  daugh te r  owns  L6  ac res ,  so  t hey

A

a
A
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go  up  qu i t e  o f t en  on  weekends  '

bu i  1d  so rnedaY  .

They  hoPe  t ' o

Wha t  was  t he  po l i o  ep idem ic  I i ke  he re?

WeI I ,  now ,  I  don ' t  know  too  much  abou t  t he  po l i o

ep iden i c  i n  E I  Paso ,  bu t  i t  was  t e r r i b l e  i n

M inneso ta I  wo rked  w i t h  t he  S ta te  C r iPP led

Ch i l d ren rs  Hosp i t a I ,  and  i t  was  f i ] 1ed  w i t h  po l i o

v i c t ims .  And  t h i s  f amous  woman  f r om Aus t ra l i a ,

who  ( t ape  i s  i n t e r rup ted )  wo rked  w i t h  t he  po l i o

v i c t  i r ns  a  I  ]  ove r  t he  coun t r y  .  And  t he re  we re  f  a r

more  po l i o  cases  i n  o the r  pa r t s  o f  t he  un i t ed

S ta tes  t han  i n  E l  Paso .

A  Now,  you  say  S i s te r  Kenny '  Was  she  a  nun ,  o r

s i s t e r  v ras  t he  t i t l e  g i ven  t o  t he  Aus t ra l i an

nu rses  ?

A  We I1 ,  t ha t  pa r t ,  I  don ' t  know '  I  don ' t  know '  I

d i d  no t  mee t  he r ,  bu t  she  d i d  come  the re ,  and

taugh t  t he  nu rses  how  to  g i ve  phys i ca l  t he rapy ;

and  t he  phys i ca l  t he rap i s t s  and  t he  doc to r s .  I

don ,  t  even  remember  wha t  he r  t r ea tmen t  was .

Bu t  I  r emernbe r  ny  ma t ron  o f  hono r  was  s t r i c ken

w i t h  po l i o  i n  l g42  and  i s  a  pa rap leg i c  t o  t h i s

day .She ' soneo f t heun fo r t una teones tha t

su f f e red  pa ra lYs i s .

Bu t  ny  husband  sa id  t he  ep idem ic  wasn ' t

t oo  much  he re .  The re  was  a  l o t  o f  d i a r rhea  and

s
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th ings  l i ke  t ha t ,  and  we  t hough t  maybe  t he  k i ds

had  po l i o .  Bu t  we  neve r  d i d  see  t oo  many  po l i o

pa t i en t s  he re .  Bu t  i n  M inneso ta  he  wo rked  a  l o t

o f  po l i o  cases .

Now,  when  t he  Sa l k  vacc ine  came  ou t ,  we re  you

invo l ved  w i t h  t he  Aux j - 1 i a r y  i n  d i s t r i bu t i ng  t he

suga r  cubes?

The  Aux i l i a r y  wo rked  i n  d i f f e ren t  p l aces  t ha t

we re  se t  up .  And  I  r emember  sone  o f  t he  doc to r s '

w i ves  wo rk i ng  up  he re  a t  Aus t i n  H igh  Schoo I

a round  he re  sonep lace .  I ,  myse l f ,  d i d  no t  wo rk

on  t ha t  commi t t ee .  Bu t  t hey  d i d  he lp  vacc ine .

When  was  t ha t?

I  t h i nk  i t  was  i n  t he  L950s ,  t he  ea r l y  1950s .

Yeah .  The re  we re ,  back  i n  i - 945 ,  L946 ,  t he  l oca l

Med i ca l  Aux i l i a r y  na i l ed  ou t  L ,0OO Eas te r  Sea l

enve lopes .

And  we  conduc ted  an  essay  con tes t  among

h igh  schoo l  s t uden ts .  They  we re  t o  w r i t e  an

essay  abou t  soc ia l i zed  med i c i ne .  And  we  gave  ou t

awards ,  o r  a  scho la r sh ip ,  t o  t he  w r i t e r  o f  t he

w inn ing  essay .

And  t hen  we  became  i nvo l ved  i n  nu rse

rec ru i tmen t .  And  some  o f  t he  doc to r s '  w i ves  who

had  been  nu rses  wen t  t o  t he  va r i ous  h i gh  schoo l s

and  gave  t a l ks  and  showed  f  i l r ns  -  And  even tua l l y

a
A
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v re  se t  up  a  nu rs i ng  schoLa rsh ip ;  one  f  o r  a

regu la r  R .N . ,  and  one  f o r  a  VOCa t i ona l  nu rse .

Th i s  was  when  V i rg i n i a  f homson  was  p res iden t?

We l I ,  t h i s  was  i n  t he  l a te  1940s .  I  don ' t  know

tha t  i t  a l l  came  unde r  he r .  I  don ' t  r emember .

( end  o f  s i de  one ,  t aPe  one )

A  And  we  beca rne  i n te res ted  i n  t he  men ta l  hea l t h

p rog rams .  And  one  o f  ou r  doc to r s ,  w i ves  se rved

on  t he  men ta l  hea l t h  boa rd .

And  i n  L954 ,  w€  had  t he  Aux i l i a r y  was

in  cha rge  o f  t he  nu rs i ng  and  f i r s t  a i d  cou rse

o f  f  e red  ove r  KROD TV ,  ca I I ed  r rNu rse ,  P lease . r l

And  on  each  sunday  n i gh t  a t  6 :30  f o r  seven  weeks

$ te  p resen ted  a  med i ca l  P rog ram -

Wha t  was  on  t h i s  P rog ram?

F i r s t  a i d  and  nu rs i ng .  And  Mrs .  E the l  Tubbs  was

a
A

\z

A

\z

t he  nu rse  i n  cha rge .

Tha t  was  D r .  W i I l i an

second  w i f e ,  now ,  i s

r i gh t  now .

Oh ,  we  used  t o  have

hobby  and  c ra f t s  show

Te I I  me  abou t  ge t t i ng

re rnember  any  o f  t ha t?

Tubbs '  f i r s t  w i fe .  H is

p res iden t  o f  the  Aux i l i a rY

i n  L954 ,  w€  had  ou r  f i r s t

a t  t he  Tu rne r  Home .

the  Tu rne r  Home .  Do  You

A  We ] l ,  I  can r t  r emember  tOO mUCh  abou t  t he  Tu rne r

Home ,  bu t  ny  husband  was  sec re ta r y / | - t easu re r  o f
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t he  coun ty  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y  i n  Lg47  '  And  i t  was

abou t  t ha t  t  i r ne  t ha t  t hey  go t  t he  Tu rne r  Ho rne  '

And ' someo f theyounge rdoc to r swan ted to tu rn

a roundandse l l r because they fe l t i twou ldbea

wh i t e  e l ephan t ,  and  we  wou ld  ou tg row  i t '  They

wan ted  t o  buy  some  l and  and  bu i l d  l a rge r '  Bu t

t he  o l d - t i ne  doc to r s  who  knew  Dr .  Tu rne r ,  o r  had

been  he re  i n  t he  L93os  o r  so I  t hey  d i dn ' t  wan t  t o

pa r t  w i t h  i t .

So ,  evenEua I I y ,  t he  Aux i l i a r y  s ta r t ed

hav inga l l t he i r r nee t i ngs the re ,anda l so the

Coun tyMed i ca l soc ie tY ,andwehaveove r run the

p lace  now .

aWe l } , t e I I [ g ,wha td id theydow i t h i t a t f i r s t ?

D id  t hey  have  a  l i b ra r y?  someone  men t i oned  t ha t

t heY  i nves ted  i n

A  We I I ,  d t  one  t i ne

Med i ca l  Soc ie t y .

books  t he re  a t  a

We  have  a  bunch

good  re fe rence

WeI l ,  t heY  had  a  I

a  l o t  o f  books  and

I  don ' t  know  wha t

Bu t  a f t e r

we l1 ,  t heY  had

a I ib ra rY  o r  someth ing '

i t  was  a  l i b ra rY  fo r  the  CountY

Do theY no t  s t i l l  have  the

I 1?

o f  I i t t t e  books ,  bu t  i t ' s  no t  a

i b ra r y  t he re .  And  t heY  s to red

jou rna l s  i n  t he  basemen t .  And

happened  t o  t hose .

Ho te l  D ieu / s  schoo l  o f  nu rs i ng

Ho te l  D ieu  schoo l  o f  nu rs i ng

a

A
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a l l  a l ong  when  we  we re  he re .  And  I  know  a  l o t  o f

doc to r s  t u rned  ove r  t he i r  books  and  j ou rna l s  t o

the  nu rs i ng  schoo l .  And  t hen ,  even tua l l y ,  t he

nu rs i ng  schoo l  I i b ra r y  moved  up  t o  U .T 'E 'P '  And

so  t ha t ' s  whe re  mos t  o f  t hem a re  now ,  t he  books

f rom and  I  r ea l l y  don r t  know  abou t  t he  coun ty

Med i ca  l "  Soc ie t y .

We  had  d i f f e ren t  p rog rams  o f  r emode l i ng

down  the re .  We  had  t o  r emode l  t he  k i t chen .  We

used  t o  have  l uncheons  down  the re ,  and  i t  h l as

j us t  i nadequa te ,  so  t hey  had  t o  r emode l  t he

k i t chen .  And  I  don r t  r emember  ups ta i r s ,  whe the r

I  don ' t  r e rnember  when  t hey  go t  t he  t hea te r

sea ts .

Do  you  remember  remode l ing  the  k i t chen?

remember  wha t  Year  tha t  was?

Do you

No .  I  su re lY  don ' t .

y ra l l  t ook  ou t  t he  o l d  s i nks .  The  b i g  s tove  t ha t

was  t he re ,  vJas  i t  t he re  when  when

(un in te l l i g i b l e ) .

We I l ,  now ,  f  don ' t  r emember  t ha t ,  bu t  f  know  tha t

we  we re  hav ing  l unches  t he re  i n  L952 .  And  t he

doc to r s '  w i ves  l t e  had  commi t t ees  -  And  each

mon th  a  d i f f e ren t  g roup  wou ld  b r i ng  t he  f ood  i n

the re ,  o r  p repa re  t he  f ood .  And  as  t ime  wen t  by ,

t he  doc to r s '  w i ves  d i dn ' t  come  to  mee t i ngs ,  and

f

P
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the  a t tendance  go t  ve ry  low a t  one  t ine '  They

s topped  hav ing  rnon th ly  luncheons  '  In  f  ac t  '  t hey

d idn ' t  have  rnon th ly  nee t inqs ,  P€r iod  '

they  s t i l l  don ' t .

No .  We don ' t  have  non th lY  meet ings '

I  th ink

They  don ' t .  They  have  some th ing  d i f f e ren t '  And

v re  t r i ed  hav ing  ca te r s ,  occas iona l l y  '  Bu t  t hen

as  t he  membersh ip  g rew ,  t he  doc to r s  and  new

peop le  came  i n ,  and  i t  was  j us t  ha rd  t o  en te r t a i n

down  the re .

Bu t  t he re  we re  so  many  o f  us  t ha t  had

been  he re  so  l ong  and  we  j us t  qu i t  go ing '  t he

o rd_ t ime rs .  And  o f  cou rse  v i r g i n i a  De te r  used  t o

f  uss  a t '  us ,  some  o f  t he  o l - d - t ime rs  '  f  o r  no t

com ing  any  more .  f t ' s  a  who le  new  se t  o f

doc to r s '  w i ves  ove r  t he  l as t  10  o r  L5  yea rs '  I

haven / t  been  t o  one  i n  so  l ong '  F i ve  yea rs '

maybe  s i x  yea rs .  I  haven ' t  been  s i nce  1983 '

Then  one  t ime ,  I  don ' t  r enember  when '

bu t  we  dec ided  we 'd  s ta r t  hav ing  rappo r t  w i t h  t he

Den ta I  Aux i l i a r y .  So  eve ry  o the r  yea r  t he

Med i ca l  Aux i l i a r y  was  respons ib l e  f o r

en te r t a i n i ng  t he  Den ta I  w i ves '  and  t hey td

o  l d - t  ime rs  .

a
A

r ec  i p roca te  .

Those  a re  t he  Yea rs

Uh-huh .  TheY  we re

(un in te l l i g i b l e ) .

ve ry  n i ce .  And  t hen  a f t e r  t he
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v ra r  and  dur ing  the  1950s ,  the re  were  a  lo t  o f

soc ia l  even ts .  The  doc to rs  and  the i r  w ives  were

a lways  hav ing  par t ies ;  ga rden  par t ies .  There  was

a  wonde r fu l  r appo r t  i n  t he  Med i ca l  Aux i I

t he  Coun ty  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y .  I t  l r as  k i nd

i a ry  and

c lose l y - kn i t  g roup .  And  t he re  we re  a  l o t

f ewe r  pa r t i es .  The re  naY

younge r  se t l  I  don ' t  know

open  house  eve rY  Yea r  f o r

t he i r  w i ves .

same  t i r ne  you  d i d .

We11 ,  I e t ' s  see .  D r .

1940s ,  a round  L949 .

co rne l l .  And  we  had

o fa

o f

be among the  newer  o r

.  Bu t  we  used  to  have

a I l  the  doc to rs  and

Leno rd  came  i n  t he  l a te

And  t hen  we  had  a  D r .

a  D r .  Kos i k i ,  and  Mar i o

27

love l y  pa r t i es .  We  even  had  dances  a t  t he

coun t r y  c l ub  and  ou t  a t  B iggs  F ie1d .

We11 ,  dS  t hey  expanded  and  peop le  became

in te res ted  i n  o the r  t h i ngs ,  t he re  we re  f ewe r  and

a
A

Th is  was  w i t h  t he  g rouP?

Th i s  was  D r .  B reck ,  and  D r .  Leno rd ,  and  D r .

Baysom,  and  myse l f ,  f o r  yea rs  and  yea rs .  And

then  we  t ook  i n  d i f f e ren t  doc to r s  ove r  a  pe r i od

o f  yea rs .  And  we  d id  t ha t .  We 'd  send  ou t  abou t

2oO i nv i t a t i ons .  Then  i t  9o t  t oo  ( t ape  damage ) .

When  d id  D r .  E l l - i s  come  he re?  Was  he  one  o f  t he

f i r s t  new  ones?  Because  Anne  No rman  came  i n  t he

a
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Pa I i f ox .

And  my  husband ,s  g roup  se t  up  a  t r a i n i ng

p rog ram fo r  o r t hoped i c  i n t e rns  c rea ted  w i t h

No r thwes te rn  Un i ve rs i t y .  We  d id  t ha t  f o r  abou t

t en  yea rs  and  had  wo r l ds  o f  young  o r t hoped i s t s

come  he re  and  t r a i n .  And  many  o f  t hem a re

p rom inen t  t oday  t h roughou t  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes .

And  t hey  go t  t he i r  t r a i n i . ng  a t  Ho te l  D ieu ,  and  a t

ny  husband rs  c l i n i c .

D r .  E11 i s .  I  t h i nk  D r .  E l l i s  was

p robab l y  nex t  t o  D r .  Leno rd .

a  He  came  some t i r ne  i n  t he  L9  6  Os  ,  yeah .

( t ape  t u rned  o f f )

Ove r  t he  yea rs  ,  v Je  ,  ve  had  va r  i ous  o r t hoped i s t s  i n

t he  E1  Paso  Or thoped i c  O rgan i za t i on .  And  v re ,  r e

ve ry  p roud  o f  t he  f ac t  t ha t  D r .  B reck rs  w i f e ,

Ju l i a ,  r an  f o r  nayo r  and  on l y  l os t  by  a  l i t t l e

ove r  1 ,000  vo tes .  We  a lways  f e l t  t ha t  i f  she  had

gone  a f t e r  t he  sou th  E r  paso  vo te  she  wou ld  have

been  ou r  f i r s t  f ema le  nayo r .  she  was  ve ry  ac t i ve

i n  po l i t i c s  and  ve ry  i n t e res ted  i n  gove rnmen t  up

the re ,  and  ve ry  know ledgeab le .

We I I ,  D r .  Hahn  wen t  t o  V ie tnam on  a  c i v i l i an -

sponso red  t ype  t ou r  o f  du t y .

D id  he  become  i l l  ove r  t he re ,  o r  p i ck  up  a  v i r us ,

o r  some th ing?

a

A
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Yes .

Seve raL  doc to r s  wen t  t o  V ie tnam and  p i cked  up

some th ing .  Bu t  he  l e f t  ou r  g roup  and  wen t  i n

w i t h  D r .  Pa I i f ox ,  I  t h i nk .  I  j u s t  don ' t ,  r emember

too  much  abou t  h im .  And  D r .  Pa l i f ox  wen t  ou t  on

h i s  own  a f t e r  abou t  t en  yea rs .  And  we  t r a i ned

Dr .  Ha l l aby ,  and  D r .  Ha l l aby  g radua ted  f r om f

t h i nk  he  wen t  t o  Spa in  f o r  o r t hoped i c  t r a i n i ng ,

came  back ,  and  p rac t i ced  w i t h  D r .  Pa l i f ox .  And

they  sp l i t  up .  And  now ,  D r .  Ha l l aby  p rac t i ces  on

h i s  own .

O  They  wen t  back  t o  Spa in  t h i s  sunmer .  They  t ook

a l l  t he  ch i l d ren ,  and  t hey  wen t  back  t o  Spa in  t o

v i s i t  t he  man  o f  t he  f am i l y  he  l i ved  w i t h  wh i l e

he  $ ras  i n  schoo l .

A  We1 l ,  now ,  w€  had  D r .  R i cha rdson  i n  ou r  l t r oup ,

and  he  was  i n  a  ho r r i b l e  acc iden t .  He  was  t h rown

o f f  o f  a  ho rse  i n to  t he  f r on t  end  o f  a  t r uck  and

su f f e red  f r om doub le  v i s i on  and  o the r  t h i ngs ,  and

he  had  a  l ong  pe r i od  o f  r ehab i l i t a t i on .  And  t hey

even tua l l y  wen t  i n  on  t he i r  own .

Sa I  Gonza lez  t r a i ned  w i t h  us r  and  he , s

now  re t i r ed .  I  be l i eve  he  has  mu l t i p l e

a
A

sc le ros is .

Yeah .  We see  h in  a t

We went  on  a  wonder fu

Luby ' s  qu i t e  f r equen t l y .

I  med i ca l  mee t i ng  w i t h  t hem
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t o  Las  Noches ,  he  and  h i s  w i f e .

en joyed  t he i r  company .

We rea l lY

We1I ,  t he  E1  Paso  Or thoped i c  Su rg i ca l

G roup  s ta r t ed  ou t  w i t h  D r .  B reck  and  ny  husband ,

and  t hey ' ve  added  ove r  t he  yea rs .  f  be l i eve

the i r  goa l  i s  t o  have  L2  doc to r s ,  and  t hey ' r e

p re t t y  c l ose  t o  t ha t  goa l  now .  I n  t he  l as t

coup le  o f  yea rs  t hey ' ve  t aken  i n  qu i t e  a  f ew .

Have  you  been  down  the  t he  new  bu i l d i ng  t h i s

yea r?

Once ,  b€cause  I  wen t  t o  t he  de rma to log i s t

ups ta i r s .  I  j u s t  I  haven ' t  been  i n  t he  new

bu i l d i ng ,  o the r  t han  j us t  wa l k  t h rough  i t .

They  had  a  I ove IY  a f t e r  t heY  moved

o f f  o f  no r t h  S tan ton ,  t hey  wen t  ou t  i n t o

Execu t i ve  Cen te r .  Had  a  beau t i f uL  bu i l d i ng  ou t

t he re .  And  ny  husband  neve r  wan ted  t o  move  ou t

t ha t  f  a r .  He  t hough t  i t  was  v ray  t oo  f  a r .  And

they  had  a  chance  t o  move  back  i n to  t he  Med i ca l

Cen te r  G roup .

Now,  you r  husband  was  s t i I I  w i t h  t hem when

moved  t o  Execu t i ve  Cen te r?

He  was  j us t  go ing  up  and  ge t t i ng  h i s  ma i l .

was  sem i - re t i r ed .

they

He

( tape  t u rned  o f f )

A  Du r i ng  t he  1940s  and  L950s ,  t he  Med i ca l  Aux i l i a r y

a

A

o

A
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and  t he  Coun ty  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y  v re re  more  o r  l ess

unde r  t he  con t ro l  o f  t he  doc to r s  who  cen te red

the i r  p rac t i ce  a t  Sou thwes te rn  Hosp i t a l .

Now ,  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  d i dn r t  you  a l so  have  t o  be long

to  t he  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y  t o  ge t  p r i v i l eges  i n  t he

hosp i t a l s?  When  Tom came ,  t ha t  v ras  s t i 1 l  t he

p rac t i - ce ,  and  I  was  j us t  wonde r i ng  i f

f  t h i nk  t ha t  you  more  o r  l ess  had  t o  be  a  mernbe r

o f  t he  Coun ty  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y  t o  be  on  t he  s ta f f s

o f  t he  d i f  f  e ren t  hosp i t a l s .  Because  I  r emernbe r

one  doc to r ,  t hey  d i dn ' t  t ake  h im  i n to  t he  Coun ty

Med i ca l  Soc ie t v And  so  he  had  h i s  own  l i t t l e

hosp i t a l  ou t  i n  no r t heas t  E I  paso .

Was  t ha t  D r .  Peck ,  and  he  had  t he  D iabLo  C1 in i c?

Mos t  o f  t he  doc to r s  we1 l ,  Ho te l  D ieu  ca te red

p r ima r i l y  t o  t he  Mex i can  doc to r s ,  Ca tho l i c

pa t i en t s .  They  had  a  l o t  o f  S i s te r s  down  the re

who  we re  wonde r fu l .  f  j u s t  l oved  be ing  a  pa t i en t

i n  Ho te l  D ieu .  Now,  I  don ' t  know .  A  l o t  o f  t he

doc to r s  t ha t  a re  ac t i ve  i n  t he  Coun ty  Med i ca l

Soc ie t y ,  and  w i ves ,  f  t h i nk  a re  c rea ted  t he  Sou th

i s  i t

S  i e r ra  ?

S ie r ra  and  P rov idence .

Sun  Towers ,  now ,  w i t h  Ho te l  D ieu .

Yeah .  We l l ,  we  needed  t o  see  Ho te1  D ieu  c l ose

a
A

a
A
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because  t ha t  was  t he  o1d - t ime  hosp i t a l ,  and

tha t ' s  whe re  f  d i d  mos t  o f  my  nu rses ,  a i de  wo rk

the re .  They  used  t o  ass ign  me  to  t he  ra i l r oad

ward .

Wha t  $ /as  t he  ra  i  l r oad  wa rd?

We11 ,  t h i s  t / as  pa t i en t s  who  wo rked  f o r  t he

Sou the rn  Pac i f  i c  Ra i l - r oad ,  and  t hey  had  a  b i g

wa rd .  They rd  have  naybe  e i gh t  pa t i en t s  i n  a

g rea t  b i g  wa rd  room.

And  seve ra l  o f  ou r  doc to r s  l r e re  D r .

Ho  1 t  r ^ / as  one  .  D r  .  Wood  l  ow  ,  D r  .  Ho  I t  and

oh ,  I  can r t  t h i nk  o f  h i s  name .  An  o Id ,

Dr .

a
A

o  1d - t  i ne

doc to r  we re  t he  ra i l r oad  doc to r s  a t  Ho te l

Dieu And  one  o f  ou r  doc to r s ,  d i sease doc to rs ,

Amer  i  canJohn  Ped i co Ie ,  was  t he  doc to r  f o r  t he

A i r  I  i nes  .

D r .  F rank  Schus te r  and  h i s  bo the r  S teve

were  more  o r  l ess  i n  cha rge  o f  t he  o l d  p rov ioence

Hosp i t a I .  Tha t  was  t he i r  hosp i t a l .  And ,  o f

cou rse ,  t hen  t hey  bu i l t  t he  ne l r r  p rov idence

Hosp i t a l ,  wh i ch  opened  up  many  more  spec ia l t i es .

( t ape  f ades )  And  was  unde r  t he  con t ro l  o f  D r .

Sam Young .

D r .  Sam Young?

No .  f  mean  Mr .  Sam young .  No .  I  was  t h i nk i ng

o f  D r .  you  see ,  ny  m in i s t e r  i s  p res id .en t  o f
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the  board ,  now,  Dr .

Hosp i ta l  o r ig ina l l y ,

tubercu la r  pa t ien ts .

Yeah .

Bob  Young .  And  Sou thwes te rn

f  t h i nk ,  $ ras  a  hosp i t a l  f  o r

o
A

o
A

And  the re  was  a  D r .  Long  C l i n i c  he re .  The re  l de re

a  l o t  o f  peop le  who  came  to  E l  Paso  who  had

tube rcu los i s ,  and  t hey  came  he re  t o  d i e .  Gosh !

They  l i ved  oD ,  and  o r ,  and  on .  And  t hey  c l osed

the  Long  C l i n i c ,  and  I  t h i nk  i t , s  now  a  b i g

apa r tmen t  house  o r  condomin ium.

Where  was  t ha t?

I t  was  i t ' s  up  on  a  h i gh  h i l l .  You  can  see

i t .  I t ' s  go t  g rea t  b i g  w indows .  I t  s i t s  up  on  a

h igh  h i I 1 .  A t  t he  t op ,  when  you ' r e  con ing  up

when  you / re  go ing  t owa rds  Sou thwes te rn  Hosp i t a l ,

t he re ' s  a  s t r ee t  t ha t ' s  no t  a  t h rough -s t ree t .

I t ' s  up  h i gh ,  t he re .  I  don ' t  know  wha t  t hey  ca I I

t hose  s t r ee t s ,  bu t  i t  s i t s  up  h i gh  on  a  h i l l .

I t ' s  f a i r l y  nea r  Sou thwes te rn  Hosp i t a l .  I  don , t

know  how  to  desc r i be  i t ,  j u s t  whe re  i t  i s .

I t ' s  no t  t ha t  one  on  A labama  tha t ' s  now  a  Bap t i s t

o r  l i t e ra r y  pub l i sh i ng  company?

WeI1 ,  Do .  The re  we re  seve ra l  san i t a r i ums  he re ,

bu t  f  don ' t  know  abou t  t ha t .  You  mean  you ,  r e

ta l k i ng  abou t  t he  Bap t i s t  Pub l i sh i ng?

Yeah

a

A

a
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A I  don ' t  know  i f  t ha t  was  t he re  when

(un in te l l i g i b l e ) .  I  don ' t  know .  f t  wasn ' t  when

I  came  he re  i n  193L .

o
A

a

Then  we  had  ano the r  l i t t I e  sma l l

hosp i t a l  o f f  o f  Mesa ,  ove r  t he re  i n  Ke rn .

f t  l Jas  a  doc to r ' s  o f f i ce .

Yeah .  Wha t  i s  t ha t  now?

We l I ,  DO.  Sun  Towers  has

And  i t ' s  psych ia t r i c  f ac i

( un in te l l i g i b l e  )  .

A  f  see .  We l I ,  f  r emember  when  t hey  h te re  bu i l d i ng

the  new  Ho te l  D ieu ,  S i s te r  Ma t i l da  was  t he

supe r i n tendan t .  And  she  had  t a l ked  t o  seve ra l  o f

t he  women  who  wan ted  t o  o rgan i ze  an  aux i l i a r y .

And  we  o rgan i zed  Lou i se  Schuess le r  and  f  we re

on  t he  o r i g i na l  commi t t ee  t o  o rgan i ze  an

aux i l i a r y  i n  19  5 l -  f  o r  t he  nev r  Ho te l  D ieu .

And  t hen  t hey  had  pe rmanen t  e l ec t i on  o f

o f  f  i ces  ,  and  I  v ras  p regnan t  ,  So  I  d i d  no t  accep t

t he  o f f i ce .  Tha t  changed .  Tha t  aux i l i a r y  so r t

o f  f o l ded ,  and  t hen  i t  was  rev i t a l i zed ,  and ,  you

know,  t hey  come  and  go .

And  t hey  had  an  aux i l

Sou thwes te rn .  I  r emember  D r .

To  I  I  i e  Jo rdan  ,  and  D r  .  P  i e r ce  /

ac t i ve  i n  t ha t  aux i l i a r v

I s  t ha t  c l osed?

opened  i t  up  aga in .

I i t y ,  €spec ia l l y

i a r y  a t

Jo rdan ' s  w i f e ,

s  w i f e  we re  rea l l y

S  ou thwes te rn

1 A
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Hosp i ta l  even tua l l y  wen t  in to  bankrup tcy .  And

las t  year  ,  e t  th i s  year ,  a  new managernen t  has

taken  over .

Bu t  t ha t  was  a  ve ry  pop la r  hosp i t a l  when

I  came  he re .  My  daugh te r ' s  bab ies  we re  de l i ve red

by  D r .  Ca rpen te r  and  D r .  Jaccobs  and  t ha t  g roup .

And  t ha t ' s  whe re  t hey  used  t o  de l i ve r  t he i r

bab ies ,  was  ove r  t he re  a t  Sou thwes te rn .  My

daugh te r ' s  f i r s t  baby  was  bo rn  a t  Sou thwes te rn .

Now,  who  de l i ve red  you r  baby?

Dr .  Sn ido ,  F ranc i s  Sn ido .  He  came  he re  back  i n

the  ea r l y  1940s  and  wen t  i n t o  p rac t i ce  w i t h  D r .

Jesse  S toe .  And ,  du r i ng  t he  wa r ,  we  ro l l ed

bandages  a t  t he  Sn ido  ho rne .  And  he  l r as  one  o f

ou r  p rom inen t  obs te t r i c i ans ,  gyneco log i s t s .  Bu t

he  became  i I l ,  and  had  t o  g i ve  up  h i s  p rac t i ce .

And  he  spen t  yea rs  i n  a  Ve te rans ,  hosp i t a l ,  and

then  even tua l l y ,  when  h i s  w i f  e  r e t i r ed  f  r o rn

teach ing ,  she  t ook  ca re  o f  h i n  a t  ho rne .  He  l os t

h i s  hea r i ng  and  I  t h i nk  he  had  a  se r i es  o f

s t r okes .

Dr .  Sp ie r  was  one  o f  ou r  p rominen t

obs te t r i c ians .

You  mean Er i c?

Er i c  Sp ie r .  Jess ie  S toe ,  D r .  Ca rpen te r .  We11 ,

ove r  t he  yea rs  we ,  ve  g rown  so  t ha t  we  have

a
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r ep resen ta t i ves  o f  a1 I  o f  t he  spec ia l t i es '  A t

one  t ime  we  had  ve ry  f ew ,  I i ke ,  one  p l as t i c

su rgeon ,  one  o r  two  de rma to log i s t s ,  and  a  hand fu l

o f  su rgeons ,  and  i t ' s  r ea I lY  gone '

We  had  a  t r ag i c  p l ane  acc iden t  a f t e r  t he

Our  f i r s t  o r t hoped i s t ,  F rank  Goodw in ,  andv ta r

a
A

one  o f  ou r  i n t e rna l  ned i ca l  doc to r s '  D r

G lenogen ,  we re  k i I l ed  i n  a  p l ane  c rash  nea r  E I

Cap i t an .  They  we re  on  t he i r  way  home  f r om

Car l sbad  when  t he i r  p l ane  wen t  down '

Had  t hey  been  t o  a  mee t i ng?

They  had  been  t o  some  k i nd  o f  a  mee t i ng '  And

F rank  Goodw in  had  a  beau t i f u l  home  on  R im  Road ,

t oo .  He  was  t he  f i r s t  o r t hoped i s t  i n  E I  Paso '

and  doc to r ,  who  had  p rac t i ced  i n  med i c i ne ,  and

then  my  husband  and  D r .  Dav id  camaron .  Dav id

camaron  a l so  was  a  g radua te  (un in te l l i q i b l e )

Now,  how  (un in te l l i q i b l e )  ?

(un in te l l i g i b l e )

Oh ,  yeah .  Tha t ' s  r i gh t  ( un in te l l i q i b l e )  '  When

d id  you  ge t  i n t e res ted  i n  sc rapbooks?

I  kep t  sc rapbooks  i n  h i gh  schoo l .  I  kep t

sc rapbooks  i n  h i gh  schoo l  and  i n  co l l ege '  And

when  f  came  to  E I  Paso ,  I  j o i ned  many

o rgan i za t i ons  and  I  had  my  name  i n  t he  pape r ,  and

p i c tu re  a  l o t ,  so  I  s t a r t ed  keep ing  sc rapbooks .

a
A

a

A
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Wha t  o the r  o rgan i za t i ons  d i d  you  be long  t o?

oh ,  ny  goodness .  When  I  f i r s t  came  he re ,  one  o f

t he  Ju l i a  B reck  had  a  b i g  t ea  f o r  r € ,  and

inv i t ed  seve ra l  hund red  p rom inen t  peop le  he re  i n

town .  And  I  me t  a  Mrs .  Hen ry  Bo ldw in ,  who  asked

me  i f  I  wou ldn ' t  be  i n te res ted  i n  G i r I  Scou t

wo rk .  So  f  became  p rog ram cha i rman  and  sec re ta r y

o f  t he  E1  Paso  G i r I  Scou t  Counse l ,  and  I  had  a

sen io r  t r oop  a t  Aus t i n  H igh  Schoo l .

I  had  t o  g i ve  t ha t  up .  I  gave  t ha t  up

in  1 ,9  45 ,  when  f  became  p regnan t .  f  gave  up  f

was  rea l l y  ac t i ve  f r om L94L  un t i l  my  f i r s t  baby

was  bo rn  i n  L946 .

And  un less  I  cou ld  ge t  babys i t t e r s ,  when

my  nex t  two  a r r i ved  f  s t ayed  home  a  who le  1o t .  f

wasn ' t  t oo  ac t i ve  when  my  ch i l d ren  we re  rea l l y

sma l l .  No t  un t i l  t hey  go t  i n  schoo l .

And ,  be fo re  I  had  my  f i r s t  ch i l d ,  I  was

a l so  sec re ta r y  o f  t he  Amer i can  Assoc ia t i on  o f

Un i ve rs i t y  Women  fo r  two  yea rs .  I n  t he  Med i ca l

Aux i l i a r y ,  I ' ve  he ld  I  was  v i ce  p res iden t ,

r eco rd ing  sec re ta r y ,  p ressbook  cha i rman .  I  was

v i ce  p res iden t  and  sec re ta r y  o f  t he  Young  Ma t rons

Aux i l i a r y  o f  t he  Women ' s  C Iub .  I  was  on  t he

Women ' s  Bow l i ng  League  and  won  an  award  f o r  t he

h ighes t  sco re r .  I  bow led .
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Do  you  s t i l l  have  You r  t r oPhY?

No .  I  go t  money .

Oh ,  okay .  Tha t ' s  even  be t t e r  '

I  go t  money .  And  t he  h i ghes t  game  I  eve r  bow led

was  223 .  And  r r ve  been  a  I 'm  a  I i f e  menbe r  o f

t he  Texas  U .T .E .P .  Aux i l i a r y .  And  I ' ve  been  a

member  o f  t he  Wonen ' s  C lub  f o r  ove r  30  yea rs '

And  I r ve  se rved  on  boa rds ;  c rocke t t ,  Basse t t ,  and

Aus t i n  PTA .  Those  a re  some  o f  t h i ngs  I ' ve  done ,

been  ac t i ve  i n .  And  now  I 'm  on  sabba t i ca l  l eave ,

now .  I  on l y  p tay  b r i dge  i n  seve ra l  g roups '

I  be long  t o  a  book  c l ub  g rouP '  We ' ve

been  mee t i ng  f o r  a lmos t  4O  yea rs  t he  second

Thu rsday  o f  eve ry  mon th ,  excep t  du r i ng  t he

summer .  The re  a re  2o  o f  us .  o rgan i zed  i n  1950 .

Do  you  p l ay  w i t h  Mrs .  Thomson?

Do  I  p l ay  wha t?

Br i dge?

No .

Or  book  c l ub?

No .  She ' s  i n  a  Tuesday  book  c1ub .  M ine ' s  a

Thu rsday  book  c l ub .  The re  a re  seve ra l  doc to r s '

w i ves  i n  t he  book  c l ub  who  we ' ve  had  s i nce  1950 .

Marg ie  Mar t i n ,  and  Becky  Ga r re t t ,  and  Robe r ta

Wi l cox ,  and  rnYse l f  .

And  i n  mY  b r i dge  g roup ,  w€  P IaY  t he

a
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second  MondaY  o f

Mary  Go ld i ng  and

a re  e i gh t  o f  us .

every  month -  Marg ie  Mar t in  and

myse l f  a re  in  tha t  g roup '  There

We 've  been  P laY ing  fo r  abou t

f ou r  o r  f i ve  Yea rs .

And  t hen ,  I t ve  been  ac t i ve  i n  chu rch

c i r c l es .  And  I  was  sec re ta r y  and  wo r l d  m iss i ons

cha i rman  i n  t he  Manha t t an  P resby te r i an  chu rch .

I 'm  now  a  member  o f  F i r s t  P resby te r i an  chu rch ,

and  I 'm  ac t i ve  i n  t he  c i r c l e  number  one ,  bu t  I

don ' t  have  any  o f f i ces .  some  o f  t hose  o l d  ones

who  I 'm  no t  c l ose  t o  t hen .

f ' vekep t sc rapbookso fpeop le l know in

the  va r i ous  o rgan i za t i ons ,  and  back  i n  t he  1940s

and  1950s  t he re  we re  doc to r s '  w i ves  i n  eve ry  one

o f  t hose  o rgan i za t i ons ,  and  we  a lways  go t  a  l o t

o f  pub l i c i t y  on  t he  soc ie t y  page '  We  had  soc ie t y

ed i t o r s  who  wou ld  come  to  t he  pa r t i es  and

desc r i be  wha t  each  one  no t  each  one ,  bu t  t he

ones  t hey  knew ,  wha t  t hey  we re  wea r i ng '  And  i t

was  a l l  ve r y  i n t e res t i ng .  Bu t  abou t  t en  yea rs

a9o ,  t hey  s ta r t ed  a  new  po l i c y ,  and  o rqan i za t i ons

ge t  ve ry  l ow  Pub I i c i tY -

The re ' s  no  Pub I i c i tY  Page .

They  cu t  down  on  wedd ings  and  eve ry th i ng  e l se .

Yeah .

Oh ,  yes My  goodness  !  I n  t he  s ta te  l eve1 ,  we
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had  t o  compe te  on  pub l i c i t y  f o r  ou r  r i bbon .  We

had  t o  compe te  w i t h  Hous ton ,  Da11as ,  Fo r t  Wor th ,

San  An ton io .  And  we  cou ld  neve r  w in  a  r i bbon

when  we  f i r s t  s t a r t ed  ou t .  Bu t  even tua l l y ,  we

go t  so  much  pub l i c i t y  i n  bo th  pape rs  t ha t  we  j us t

wa l ked  o f f  w i t n  r i bbons  eve ry  yea r  f o r  yea rs  and

yea rs .

So  t hey  e l im ina ted  t ha t  ca tego ry  because

the  l a rge r  c i t i e s  we re  no  I onge r  ge t t i ng  t he

pub l  i c  i t y  t ha t  l r e  we re  .

Bu t  t he  Aux i l i a r y ,  when  I  f i r s t  j o i ned

back  i n  t he  f  i r s t  10 ,  l - 5  yea rs ,  we  d i dn ' t  do  as

many  c i v i c  t h i ngs  as  o the r  o rgan i za t i ons ,  because

so  many  o f  us  we re  ac t i ve  i n  o the r  g roups .  Bu t ,

I ' d  say  ove r  t he  l as t  20  yea rs ,  we ' ve  had  some

rea l  gung  ho  p res iden t s ,  and  we ' ve  been  ve ry

ac t i ve  in  many  c iv i c  th ings ,  p ro jec ts Hea  l t h

fa i r s .  We l I ,  I  r emember  we  se t  up  t he re ' s  a

speake rs '  bu reau  se t  up ,  doc to r s .  I  don ' t  know

whe the r  we  s t i l I  have  i t ,  bu t  t hey  had  e i gh t

doc to r s ,  t hough .

And  I  f  o rgo t  t o  men t  i on  ,  when  l r t e  s t a r t ed

show ing  f i lms  and  g i v i ng  t a l ks  a t  t he  va r i ous

h iqh  schoo l s  t o  t he  en t rance  g i r l s  i n  nu rs i ng

fu tu re  nu rses '  c l ubs  we re  o rgan i zed  i n  mos t  o f

t he  h i gh  schoo l s .  And  I  r emember  my  daugh te r  v t as
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p res iden t  o f  t he  f u tu re  nu rses '  g roup  uP  a t

Aus t i n  H igh  Schoo l  back  i n  1963 ,  bu t  she  s ren t

i n to  t each ing .

a  When  you  v /e re  s ta t i oned  he re  i n  t he  a rmy  r  o r  when

you r  husband  was  s ta t i oned  he re  i n  t he  a rmy ,  wha t

k i nd  o f  pa r t i es  d i d  t hey  have?

A  We I l ,  I  r emember  t ha t  \ ^ / e  had  a  Hawa i i an  l uau  t ype

o f  pa r t y  a t  B iggs  F ie Id  o f  f  i ce r s  /  C lub .  And  s /e

we re  a l l  decked  ou t  i n  l e i s  and  Hawa i i an  d resses .

And  I  r emenbe r  E the l  Ma r i e  Dubbs  was  one  o f  t he

cha  i  rman  .

Seve ra l  o f  t he  doc to r s  we re  rese rve

o f f i ce r s ,  and  t hey  had  access  t o  t he  o f f i ces '

C Iub ,  e i t he r  a t  W i l l i an  Beaumon t  o r  a t  B iggs

F ie l d .  And  I  can  remember  one  pa r t y  we  had  a t

B iggs  F ie l d .  We  had  wha t  was  t he  f amous

p laye r  o f  t he  G lenn  M i I l e r  o r ches t ra?  We l1 r  w€

had  a  f amous  g roup  t ha t  had  f o rmer l y  p l ayed  w i t h

G lenn  M i11e r  O rches t ra .

f  can  remember ,  we  had  a  d i nne r  a t

W i l l i a rn  Beaumon t  o f  f  i ce r s '  C Iub .  The  nu rses

hono red  a  g roup  o f  doc to r s ,  l oca1  doc to r s .

And  Ho teL  D ieu  had  a  l ove1y  pa r t y  a t  t he

E1  Paso  O f f i ce r s '  C1ub .

(end  o f  s i de  two ,  t ape  one )

A  Du r i ng  t he  wa r  yea rs  we  had  t he  Aux i l i a r y ,  and
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t he  Coun ty  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y  had  good  rappo r t  w i t h

the  w i l l i a rn  Beaumon t  doc to r s  and  t he i r  w i ves .

And  t he  W i  1 l  i a rn  Beaumon t  a rmy  w i ves  we re  a lways

inv i t ed  t o  ou r  coun t y  Med i ca l  and  t o  t he  E l  paso

Aux i l i a r y  mee t i ngs ,  and  t hey  a lways  en te r t a i ned

us  .  We  en te r t a  i - ned  t hem And  a t  one  t i n re  t he

Fo r t  B r i s s  women ' s  G roup  i nv i t ed  a r l  t he  Med i ca l

Aux i l i a r y  o f f i ce r s  t o  1ove1y  t eas  a t  Fo r t  B r i s s .

Th i s  was  t he  days  o f  t he  ha t s  and  t he  wh i t e

g loves?

Oh ,  yes .  We  a lways  d ressed  t o  t he

d idn ' t  see  pan t su i t s .  We  a I I  wo re

ha ts .  Oh r  w€  even  had  s t y l e  shows

doc to r s ,  w i ves  pu t  on  some  rea1 l y

shows .

h i l t .  You

g loves  and

,  and  t he

fancy  s t y l e

And  I  r emember ,  Janav ia  pausy  was  one  o f

ou r  doc to r s  /  w idows ,  had  a  go rgeous  home  up  on

Pa rk  whe re  t he  Bo rnes t i ens  even tua r r y  1 i ved ,  and

she  changed  he r  house  i n to  a  t ea room.  And  she

pu t  ou t  a  cook  book ,  wh i ch  f  have .  And  she  had

hund reds  o f  pa r t i es  up  t he re .  you  cou rd  a r range

to  have  pa r t i es  t he re ,  and  she rd  be  you r  ca te re r .

And  I  r emember  h re  had  Sou thwes te rn

Med i - ca l  soc ie t y  back  i n  t hose  days ,  and  t hey  had

a  conven t i on  he re .  And  we  en te r t a i ned  doc to r s ,

w i ves  ove r  t he re .  And  we  had  one  doc to r r s  w i f e
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who  was  a  p ro fess iona l

Eas t .  And  we  asked  he r

mus i c ,  and  she  re fused

She  e /as  a  member  o f  t he

somebody  e I se .

acco rd ion  p l aye r  f r om the

i f  she  wou ld  p rov ide

un less  we  pa id  he r  a  f ee .

Aux i l i a r y .  So  we  go t

a
A

And  I  r emember  we  had  a  f abu lous  s t y l e

show ,  and  a l so  ou r  g roup  o rgan i zed  D i s t r i c t  I

Med i ca l  mee t i ngs . Tha t  i nc l uded ,  you  know ,

Mar tha ,  and  Fo r t  S tan ton

Fo r t  Dav i s .

Fo r t  Dav i s .  And  t ha t  was  back  i n to  1950s .  And

d i f f e ren t  doc to r s  f r om E1  paso  had  been  p res iden t

o f  t ha t  g roup ,  and  d i f f e ren t  doc to r s ,  w i ves  had

been  p res iden t .

Now,  La r r y  N i ckey  was  i nvo l ved  i n  t ha t .

Yes .  Yes .  And  D r .  schuess le r  was  an  o f f i ce r  a t

one  t ime .  And  f  r emember ,  t he  Sou thwes te rn

Med i ca r  G roup  a r so  pu t  ou t  t he  sou thwes te rn

Med i ca r  Magaz ine  f  o r  a  r ong  t i r ne .  My  husbanq  was

the  (un in te1 l i 9 i b1e )  ed i t o r .

And  i n  L957 ,  r y  husband  and  f  pu t  on  t he

Amer i can  F rac tu re  Assoc ia t i on  conven t i on  he re  i n

E1  Paso -  we  had  a lmos t  2oo  doc to r s  and  t he i r

w i ves .  And  t he  co r t ez  Ho te r  was  t he  conven t i on

ho te l .  And ,  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  DF .  Ra lph  Homan  was

the  p res iden t  o f  t he  Coun ty  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y .

a
A
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So  i n  ou r  open ing  recep t  j - on  we  had  D r .

Homan  and  h i s  w i f e  Lau ra  i n  t he  rece i v i ng  I i ne .

And  we  had  t he  g roup  mee t  a t  t he  Coun ty  Med i ca l

Soc ie t y ,  t he  women ,  f o r  a  b runch  i n  t he  no rn ing

And  seve ra l  o f  t he  p rom inen t  two  o f  t he

p rom inen t  doc to r s  f r om the  F rac tu re  Group  came

ove r  and  v te re  ou r  speake rs

When  t hey  c l osed  B iggs  F ie

the  p l anes  I eav ing?

do  you  remember  a l I

No .  I  don ' t  r emember  t ha t  pa r t  a t  a l l .  Werve

go t  t he  B  wha t  a re  t he  b i g  bombers  t ha t  a re

the re  r i gh t  now  (un in te l l i g i b l e )  ?

I  don ' t  know .

The re ' s  a  bunch  o f  t hem he re .  No ,  f  don r t

r emember  t he  c l os i ng  o f  B iggs  F ie l d .

Bu t  I  can  remember  when  f  came  he re  i n

194L ,  t he re  was  no th i ng  beyond  La redo  Academy .

Tha t  was  sand  and  dese r t ,  excep t  f o r  a  I i t t I e

r i nky -d i nk  a i r po r t  way  o f f  o f  Mon tana .

And  when  we  had  ou r  house  added  on to  i n

19  5  3  ,  Bob  Ga r l and  r r as  ou r  Bob  Ga r l and  and  Mr .

c i l l i s  v / e re  ou r  a r ch i t ec t s .  They  we re  j us t

ge t t i ng  s ta r t ed  he re ,  and  i t  was  l a te r  on  t hac

they  bu i l t  t he  beau t i f u ]  new  a i r po r t  and  t he

conven t i on  cen te r .  They , re  b i q - t ime  a rch i t eccs

now .
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Now,  wh i ch  conven t i on  cen te r  a re  you  t h i nk i ng  o f?

Down town .  Bu t  I  r emember  when  ny  husband  and  D r .

Pe t t i co l a ,  and  D r .  Ma r t i n ,  when  we rd  ge t

t oge the r .  We  go t  t oge the r  a  l o t  f o r  d i nne r  and

go ing  t o  Jua rez  and  a l l  t ha t .

Back  i n  L937  ,  L939 ,  when  t hey  we re

in te rn i ng  ou t  he re ,  i f  t hey  had  any  money ,  and

cou ld  have  seen  wha t  was  ahead ,  t hey  wou ld  be

r i ch  t oday ,  i f  t hey  cou ld  have  bough t  up  t ha t

l and  ou t  t he re .  Bu t  t he re  was ,  I i ke  I  sa i d ,  when

we  came  i n  19  41  ,  t he re  was  no th i . g ,  ha rd ) . y ,

beyond  La redo  Academy  ou t  t he re  on  La redo  and

Rad fo rd .

And  when  you  you  wou ldn r t  be l i eve  t he

road  t ha t  t ook  you  t o  Ca r l sbad  and  Ca r l sbad

Cave rns .  f t  was  a  w ind ing ,  na r row ,  up  and  down

road  t ha t  t ook  f o reve r  t o  ge t  t he re .

Was  i t  a  h i ghway?

Yeah .  Bu t  j us t  w ide  enough  f o r  two  ca rs .  And  i t

wen t  a round ,  and  up ,  and  down .  you  had  t o  r ^ / o r r y

abou t  a r royos .  r f  t he re  was  go ing  t o  be  a  f l ash

f l ood ,  you  had  t o  wo r r y  abou t  a r royos .  And  t hey

had  a  ve ry  poo r  r oad  f  r om he re  t o  A la rnogo rdo .

They  f i na l l y  w idened  i t ,  and  t hey r re  s t i I l

t a l k i ng  abou t  w iden ing  i t  even  more .  Bu t  i t  was

ha rd  t o  ge t  anyp lace .

a
A
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Did

Yes

a t t r ac t i on  f o r  t ou r i s t s ,

a rmed  se rv i ces .  And  we

ove r  t o  t he  *T i I l i a  and

the  two  b i g  n i gh t c l ubs .

we  came  he re .  Thev  we re

y ' a l I  go  t o  Jua rez  a  l o t ?

Du r i ng  t he  wa r  yea rs ,  we  wen t  t o  Jua rez  a

1o t .  Tha t , s  whe re  eve rybody  wen t The re  was  no

p lace  e l se  t o  go J u a r e z  w a s  r r t h e r t  d r a w i n g ,

or  a rmy peop le  here ,

t he

or

wen t  we  used  t o  go

the  Lobby .  Those  we re

They  we re  t he re  be fo re

back  t he re  back  i n  t he

1930s  and  1 -92Os ,  p robab l y

And  t hey  had  a  b i g  marke t And  a  l o t  o f

us  used  t o  go  ove r  t he re  and  go  t o  t he  marke t .

And  when  we  had  t he  Amer i can  F rac tu re

nee t i ng  he re ,  I  t ook  a  who le  g roup  t o  a  l ove l y

res tau ran t ,  a  new  one .  I  can ,  t  t h i nk  o f  t he  name

o f  i t .  Bu t  I  r emember  t ha t  I  made  rese rva t i ons

fo r  98 ,  and  L27  showed  up .  And  I  had  abou t  an

hou r / s  no t i ce .  So  f  ca1 led  ove r  t he re ,  and  and

they  rea l l y  had  t o  do  some th ing  t o  make  t he  mea t

cou rse  go  a round .

And  when  conven t i ons  we re  he ld  he re ,

t ha t  was  t he  p l ace  t o  go .  pa r t i cu l a r l y  t he

Lobby ,  and  t hey  had  seve ra l  o the r  n i gh t c l ubs .

Or  t he  Ch inese  pa l_ace .  We  used  t o  go  t o

the  Ch inese  pa lace  a  1o t  i n  t he  t - 940s .  They  had

rea l  exc i t i ng  n i gh t c rub  ac t s .  And  r  r emember  one
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f amous  coup le  d rew  c rowds  p r i na r i l y  because  t hey

sang ,  t tP i s t o l  Pack ing  Mama. r r  And  t hey  had  a

fe l l ow  d ressed  i n  a  zoo t  su i t  t ha t  b rough t  down

the  house .

Now,  t he  *T i11 ia ,  espec ia l l y ,  was  qu i t e

a  soc ia l  p l ace .

And  t he  L i on ,  s  C Iub  mernbe rs  h re re  a l 1

i nv i t ed  t o  a  l ove l y  d i nne r  pa r t y  a t  one  o f  t he

n i ce  c l ubs  ove r  t he re ,  and  we  a1 l  wen t

cou rse ,  t he i r  pa r t i es  s ta r t ed  abou t  11

of

0O and

a
A

ended  a round  4 :00  i n  t he  morn ing .

A  l o t  o f  us  wen t  t o  Jua rez  du r i ng  t he

L940s  and  1950s .  And  t oday ,  r  don r t  t h i nk  ha rd l y

anyone  goes  t o  Jua rez .

The  t eenage rs  do .

We l I ,  maybe  t he  t eenage rs ,  bu t  f  haven r t  been  t o

Jua rez  i n  L2  yea rs .  My  boss  f r om M inneso ta ,  Ju l y

Hosp i t a l ,  cane  t h rough  he re  and  she  wan ted  t o  90 ,

so  we  t ook  t he rn  ove r  t he re  t o  t he  *  p rono f  .

Tha t ' s  t he  l as t  t ime  f r ve  been  t o  Jua rez .

Wha t  abou t  t he  o l d  ho te l  wh i ch  i s  now  the

res tau ran t?

f  was  go ing  t o  say  t ha t  a  l o t  o f  t he  med i ca l

f unc t i ons ,  soc ia l  f unc t i ons ,  we re  he td  i n  t he  o rd

L i za  Ho te l .  Tha t r s  caddy -co rne r  f r om they

s t i l 1  have  i t .  r t ' s  caddy -co rne r  f r om the  o l d

a

A
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Wh i te  House .  We  had  l uncheons  t he re ,

i ns taL la t i on  l uncheons ,  d i nne r  dances .

The  o Id  Wes ton  was  ca l1ed  t he  DeL  No r te .

They  had  a  l ove1y ,  I a rge  ba l l r oom.  We  had  l o t s

o f  pa r t i es  t he re .

And  t he  Aux i l i a r y  a lways  had  t he i r

i ns ta l l a t i on  I uncheons  a t  va r i ous  ho te l s  o r

mo te l s .  They  had  a  huge  mo te l  up  nea r  t he

c ross roads .  r  t h i nk  i t  was  ca r l ed  t he  wes te rne r ,

o r  wes twa rd  Ho ,  o r  some th ing  r i ke  t ha t .  And  t ha t

was  a  l ove l y  p l ace  f o r  i ns ta l l a t i on  l uncheons .

We  had  t he rn  a t  t he  Co ronado  Coun t r y  C  I ub

a f  t e r  i t  \ , / as  bu i l t ,  t he  E l  paso  Coun ty  C lub .  We

had  some th ing  ou t  a t  t he  De l  cam ino  one  summer .

We11 ,  you  know ,  be fo re  we  had  t he  Tu rne r

Homer  w€  had  t o  have  a I I  o f  ou r  pa r t i es  o r

l uncheons ,  i ns ta l l a t i on  I uncheons ,  a t  some

ou ts i de  p1ace .

We  we re  a l so  a  ve ry  soc  j - a l _  g roup .  L i ke

r  sa id  be fo re ,  some  o f  t he  doc to r s  t ha t  r i ved  on

R in  Road  had  b i g  backya rds .  And  du r i ng  t he

summer ,  you  cou ld  have  ou tdoo r  pa r t i es .  One  o f

t he  n i ces t  ones  I  eve r  wen t  t o  was  up  i n  t he

Uppe r  Va1 ley  a t  D r .  Mo r ton , s  I ove I y  home .

The  house  on  Mon toyo  o r  t he  one  f u r t he r  ou t?

Wes ts i de  D r i ve .  D id  he  eve r  se l l  t ha t?
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No .  They  ca rved  up  t he  (un in te l l i q i b l e )  i n t o

rocks ,  and  he  saved  (un in te l l i g i b l e ) .

We l I ,  one  o f  my  f r i ends  who  l i ved  i n  t he  s i de

house  t he re  on  t he  co rne r  owned  t ha t  p rope r t y .

And  t hey  bu i l t  t he  o r i g i na l  house  on  t ha t .

Oh ,  r ea I l y?  And  who  was  t ha t?

I  don , t  r emember .  (Tape  t u rned  o f f )  M rs .

G i l lmo re  bu i l t  t ha t  r ove ry  home  up  on  wes t s i de

Road .  And  t hen

D id  she  have  a  l o t  o f  ch i l d ren?

No .  She ,  I  t h i nk ,  had  two  daugh te rs .  And  t hen

she  so ld  he r  home  to  t he  Rod r i cks ,  Buddy  Rod r i ck

and  Nancy  Rod r i ck .  And  t hen  t hey  so ld  i t  t o

A Iene  and  Mor ton ,  D r .  Mo r ton .

I  r e rnember  we  had  a  I ove1y  c ra f t  show  up

the re ,  because  t hey  had  a  ro t  o f  r oom.  And  t ha t

was  one  o f  ou r  f i r s t  c ra f t  shows ,  hand  c ra f t

shows .

Do  you  do  you r  own  c ra f t s?

No .  A11  r  can  do  i s  ( un in te l l i g i b l e ) .

Te l l  me  abou t  you r  I ove I y  p i c t u re .

Tha t  was  pa in ted  by  D r .  F rank  Go ld i ng rs  w i f e ,

Mary .  Do  you  know  Mary?

No .  I  don ,  t .

We l1 ,  she rs  a  po r t r a i t  pa in te r .  And  she  was

a rways  begg ing  me  and  begg ing  me  to  s i t  f o r  he r .

a
A

a
A

a
A

a
A

a
A
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And  f  d i dn r t  wan t  t o ,  bu t  she  t a l ked  me  i n to  i t .

And  f  had  t o  go  up  t he re  and  s i t  f o r  hou rs .  And

she  had  me  sm i l e .  The  f i r s t  one ,  she  d i dn r t  have

you  sm i l e ,  excep t  you  changed  you r  mou th .  I

a lways  f e l t  t ha t  she  d i d  okay .  f  t h i nk  mos t

po r t r a i t  pa in te r s  l ose  some th ing .  Bu t ,  anyway ,

Mary  d i d  t ha t ,  maybe  10 ,  15  yea rs  ago We 've  go t

a  l o t  o f  t a l en t ,  t he  doc to r s ,  w i ves

We su re  do .o
A And  Jean  McGee  i s

t h i nk ,  r naybe ,  ou r

was  a t  he r  home ,

was  wo rk i ng  on  ny

w i  f  e  was  pa  i n t i ng r

p rov ided .  The re

one  o f  t hem.  And  she  had  I

f i r s t  a r t s  show  and  c ra f t s  show

because  Mary  Go Id ing ,  f  t h i nk ,

po r t r a  j _ t  ,  t hen  .  And  D r .  Rock ,  s

.  f  can  /  t  r emember  who  a l I

we re  va r i ous  handc ra f t s .  M rs .

a
A

Er i c  Sp ie r  made  po t t e r y .

Jewe l r y ,  t oo .

Jewe l r y .  And  who  e l se?  oh ,  t ha t r s  t oo  f a r  back .

r  don ' t  r emember  t ha t  f a r  back .  And  t hen  we  had

a  l ove l y  a r t s  show  exh ib i t  a t  t he  home  o f  one  o f

ou r  f o rmer  one  o f  t he  doc to r s  who  l i ved

Coronado .  We  had  a  l ove l y  show  i n  Be t t y

Schus te r ,  s  home .

We  had  a  t as t i ng .  Wha t  do  you  ca I I

t hem?  Eve rybody  b rough t  some th ing .

Cove red  d i sh  suppe r?o

50
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We1 l r  no .  I t  was  a  samp le ,  I i ke  a  t as t i ng  day .

They  had  a r t s  and  c ra f t s ,  and  t h i ngs  t ha t  you

cou ld  samp le ,  l i ke  s tu f f ed  mush rooms .

Eve rybody  no t  eve rybody ,  bu t  t hey  v re re  i nv i t ed

to  b r i ng  t he i r  f avo r i t e  I i t t I e  r ec i pe  and  l e t

eve rybody  have  a  r i t t l e  t as te .  Tha t  was  a  l o t  o f

f un We used  t o  do  t h i ngs  l i ke  t ha t .

And  a t  Ch r i s tmas  t i r ne ,  w€  used  t o  have

ve ry  e l egan t  pa r t i es  down  a t  t he  Tu rne r  Home .

D id  you  be long  t o  t he  Med i l a r ks?

No .  I  d i dn r t .  I  had  some  Mary  Be th  sen t  me  a

pho tog raph  o f  some  exh ib i t  we  had  he re ,  and  I

don ' t  know  whe the r  i t  down  a t  t he  Coun ty

Med i ca l  soc ie t y  t he re  a re  a l l  my  sc rapbooks ,  p rus

a  pho tog raph  a rbum o f  p i c t u res  t aken  by  d i f f e ren t

doc to r s ,  w i f es ,  bu t  t hey  d i dn r t  pu t  t he  names  on

the  back  o f  t he  p i c t u res ,  so  I  don r t  know  who

they  a re .  Tha t  was  neve r  kep t  up .  We  had  a

coup le  o f  w i ves  who  spec ia l i zed  i n  pho tog raphy ,

and  t hey  we re  gung  ho  a t  f i r s t  and  t hen  t hey  k i nd

o f  gave  i t ,  up .  So  I  don ,  t  have  any  more .  f

don ' t  know  whe re  t hose  a re ,  whe re  t hey  keep  t hem

down  the re .

a Somet ime ,  wou ld  you  go  w i t h  [ € ,

day  down  a t  t he  Tu rne r  Home  and

(un in te l l i g i b l e )  and  pu t  t hem up

and  l e t ,  s  spend  a

ge t  t hese

.  Because ,  you
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Do  they  have  t he rn  whe re  t hey ' r e  no t  l ocked  up ,  do

you  know?

WeI l ,  w€  have  t hem l ocked  up  i n  t he  f r on t

t he  pha rnacy .  You  know ,  we  have  t he  one

the  museum i s  a r t i f ac t s ,  and  t hen  t he re rs

doc to r ' s  o f f i ce ,  and  t hen  t he  pha rmacy .

have  t he  o l d  pha rmacy  f r om the  rea l  s t o re

i t  r ea11y ,  r ea l l y  I ooks  n i ce .

room rn

roon  o f

the

And we

And

a

Bu t  we  have  a  (un in te

And  t he  on l y  sc rapbook  t ha t  f

t h rough  ve ry  b r i e f l y  was  Mrs .

(un in te l l i g i b l e )  Bu t  I  wou ld

have  someone  who  d id  t he  wo rk ,

know  abou t  some  o f  t he  s to r i es

You  ca rve  t hem,  oF  you  make

Those  used  t o  be  en te red .

o f  m ine  we re  en te red .  The

the  mee t i ngs ,  bu t  t hey  we re

Do  you  eve r  hea r  f r om Mrs .

I I i g i b l e )  r oom.

rea11y  l ooked

Tu rne r ,  s .

l i ke  ve ry  much  t o

and  a l so  wou ld

some  k i nd  o f  des ign .

Bu t ,  l i ke  f  sdy ,  none

g i r l s  wou ld  go  down  to

neve r  j udged .

Jones?

I 'm  t r y i ng  t o  t h i nk  who  d id  i t .  I  t h i nk  Mrs .

Rade l1  d i d  i t  be fo re  me .  o f  cou rse ,  she rs  been

dead  f o r  a  l ong  t ime .  Bu t  Ma r i on  Jones  was  one

o f  ou r  l oca l  a r t i s t s ,  and  she  pu t  coppe r  cove r  on

he rs .  And  wha t  do  you  do?

You  rub  t hen?a
A

a

) z



o

Eve ry  Ch r i s t r nas .

Do  you  rea l l y?  Where  i s  she  l i v i ng  now?

she  moved  t o

f  know

They / re  i n  San  Ange lo  a t  t h i s  r e t i r emen t .  They

have  t he i r  own  I  be l i eve  i t r s  r un  by  t he

Bap t i s t s .  And  t he re  i s  a  hosp i t a l - t ype  o f  se tup ,

and  t hen  t he re  a re  t he  i nd i v i dua l  homes .  And  she

and  Aub ry  have  t he i r  own  home .

And  b less  h i s  hea r t ,  he  i s  we l l  i n t o  h i s

80s ,  and  he  s t i l l  goes  a round  oh ,  t hey  bo th  go

a round  and  chee r  up  t he  pa t i en t s  and  con fe r  w i t h

them.  And  I  don r t  r emember  whe the r  t hey  g i ve

the rn  b i b r i ca r  l essons  o r  no t .  Bu t  r  hea r  f  r om

them eve ry  yea r .  They ,  r e  s t i l 1  ac t i ve .  They

have  a  ca r ,  and  t hey  t r ave l .  They rve  go t  t he i r

f  ou r  ch i  l d ren  who  t hey  go  v i s  i t .  No  ,  r  hea r  f  r o rn

he r  eve ry  Ch r i s tmas .

when  we  f  i r s t  r noved  t o  t own  we  r  i ved  on  t he  same

s t ree t  w i t h  he r ,  same  b Iock .  And  t hen  when  t hey

le f t  t hey  wen t  t o  Ke r r v i l I e  because  t he i r

daugh te r  l r as  I  i v i ng  Ke r r v i  l  l - e  .

Whe re  d i d  t hey  I i ve?

They  I i ved  on  Can te rbu ry  S t ree t .

oh ,  can te rbu ry .  r  was  t h i nk i ng  o f  r rMa ry  nea r i ng

ou t  on  t hese .

And  we  s topped  t o  see  t hem a  number  o f  t imes .

A

a
A

a
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And every

in  ny  door

someth  ing  .

a  l ong  t ime  f r i end

yea rs .  And  he  was

neurosurgeons

Yeah.

He came ,  I  be l i eve ,

was  w i t h  t he  VA .

f  '  d  known  he r  ove r  t he

one  o f  ou r  f i r s t

f r om Ca l i f o rn i a I  t h i nk  he

now and  t hen ,  she  l eaves  a  l i t t l e  no te

when  she  cones  t h rough  t own ,  oE

Bu t  I  haven  /  t  hea rd  f r om he r .  I  l o s t

t r ack  o f  he r

We I l ,  I  have  a  f r i end  who  l i ves  down  the re .

She ' s  f r om Ke rm i t .  And  she  w ro te  [ € ,  and  she

sa id ,  r t I , ve  run  i n to  a  f r i end  o f  you rs ,  Ma r i on

Jones . r r  f  was  neve r  a  c l ose  f r i end ,  bu t  she  was

a
A

a I  don ' t  know .  Bu t  he  wen t  t o the  VA  a f t e r  a

wh i l e  i n  Ke r r v i I l e .

A  Yes .  Bu t  f  t h i nk  he  came  he re  f r om the  VA .  And

they  l i ve  i n  San  Ange lo .  Wa i t  a  m inu te .  They

have  a  g i r l .

(Tape  s tops )

Th i s  i s  Ba rba ra  Den t  i n  E I  paso ,  T€xas ,

Augus t  3Ls t ,  1989 .  I  am  con t i nu ing  t he  i n te r v i ew

w i th  Mrs .  Mau reen  Basom. Today ,  we  a re  down  a t

t he  Tu rne r  Home  a t  L3  o  l .  Mon tana  go ing  t h rough  a l I

o f  t he  Aux i l i a r y  scapbooks .

Th i s  sc rapbook  i s  a  pe rsona l  sc rapbook  o f  Mrs .a



o
A

a
A Righ t So  i f  you  wan ted  a  p i c t u re  l i ke  t ha t ,  I

Baso rn .

Th i s  i s  I .  B .  Homan ,  who

Med i ca l  Aux i l i a r y  i n  Lg2Z

And  she  j us t  d i ed ;  d i dn , t

Oh ,  no .  Tha t ' s  he r

Daugh te r - i n -1aw?

cou ld  cu t  t ha t  ou t .

No  ,  t ha t  wou  I d  r u  j - n

We I I ,  t ha t ,  s  okay ,

t ha t ' s  a  p i c t u re  o f

t hese  marked .  We l l

t hese  a re  no t .

He re rs  my  p i c t u re

a  p ro fesso r  a t  U .  T .  E .  p .  I

was .

Th i s  i s  t he  f i r s t

Th i s  was  a  t ea  i n  t he  ho rne

S tevens .

2L7  Eas t  B ravo  S t ree t .

Yeah .

f ounded  t he  Coun ty

she?

I  d i dn , t  b r i ng  my  sc i sso rs

the  sc rapbook .

because  t hese  a re  o1d .  So

he r .  So  t ha t  t hese  I  had

,  t ha t  one ,  s  he r .  The  res t  o f

a
A

I  had  a  t ea  up  he re  a t  t he  Tu rne r  Home .

These  a re  I  t ook  t ha t  s l i p  ou t  o f  t he re .  They

wou rd  be  i n  19  41  ,  because  h re  we re  mak ing  ou r  home

in  L941 .

i n  Mex ico  C i t y .  f  was

wasn ' t ,  bu t  I  sa id  I

t h i ng  I  have  i n  he re .

o f  D r .  and  Mrs .  Bea l

a
A She  l i ved  t he re  un t i l  she  d i ed .

I t  was  d i scove red ,  go ing  t h rough  t hese
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sc rapbooks ,  t ha t  t hese  we re  bas i ca l l y  p ress  books

w i t h  newspape r  c l i pp ings .  We  d i scove red  t he

o ldes t  p ress  book  t ha t  was  i n  t he  co l l ec t i on ,  no t

on l y  f r om Mrs .  Basom,  bu t  i n  t he  Tu rne r  Home ,  t he

o ldes t  one  i s  i n  L929  and  i t  ex tends  t h rough

L945 .

A t  t h i s  t i r ne ,  t he  Med i ca l  Aux i l i a r y

reco rds  and  yea r l y  r epo r t s  we re  i nc l uded  i n  t he

Med i ca  I  Soc  i e t y  s t a te  r epo r t s  and  v r re re  pu t  i n  t he

Med i ca l  Soc ie t y  t r ansac t i ons

Aux i l i a r y  d i d  no t  have  t he i r

t ha t  t  i r ne  .

The  Med i caL

on  t r ansac t i ons  a t

I n  1945 ,  Mrs .  V i r g i n i a  Thomson  was

p res iden t  o f  t he  Med i ca l  Aux i l i a r y  he re  i n  E l

Paso .

The  ea r l i es t  yea rbook  we  have  f ound  i s

i n  1930 / r93L .  And  t hese  yea rbooks  a re  g rued  i n to

the  f i r s t  p ress  book .  The  res t  o f  t hem a re

s to red  i n  t he  c l ose t  i n  t he  Tu rne r  Home  i n  t he

pha rnacy .

Go ing  t h rough  t hese  p ress  books ,  i t r s  a

ve ry  i n t e res t i ng  d i scove ry  t ha t  h i s t o r y  has  come

fu l I  c i r c l e ,  t a l k i ng  abou t  soc ia l i zed  ned i c i ne ,

s tay i ng  ou t  o f  t he  sun  t o  keep  away  f r om sk in

cance r ,  and  t he  adve r t i semen ts  t ha t  t he  E l  paso

Coun ty  Med i ca l  Soc ie t y  pu t  i n  t he  pape r  f o r
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pub l i c  i n t e res t  as  f a r  as  t he  l i b ra r y  i s

eonce rned ,  and  po l i o .  These  sc rapbooks  ca r r y  no t

on l y  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  med i ca l  commun i t y  i n  t h i s

a rea ,  bu t  a l so  a  h i s t o r y  o f  E I  Paso .

A long  w i t h  t he  i n te res t i ng  pa r t s  o f

h i s t o r y  i n  t he  t he  Tu rne r  Home ,  w€  have  t he

coun ty  l ogbooks  o f  t he  phys i c i ans  f r om 1869  up

un t i l  1940  some th ing ,  t ha t  t he  coun ty  gave  t o  us ,

and  a l so  t he  su rg i ca l  r eco rds  and  t he  OB  reco rds

f rom the  Mason i c  Hosp i t a l .

Today ,  w€  we re  j o i ned  by  two  Mason i c

Schoo l  o f  Nu rs i ng  g radua tes .  They  en joyed

t , ho rough l y  go ing  t h rough  t hese  l ogbooks  and

see ing  some  o f  t he  cases  t ha t  t hey  t ook  pa r t  i n .

One  pa r t i cu l a r  case  was  a  M iss  Tess ie

Ha rd in ,  who  vJas  s t r uck  by  a  t r a i n  i n  19  3  9  ,  I

be l i eve .  And  Mrs .  Spence r  d i scove red  t ha t  she

was  i n  on  t ha t  pa r t i cu l a r  case  by  go ing  t h rough

th i s  book .  Th i s  M i ss  Ha rd in  i s  a  descendan t  o f

John  Wes Iey  Ha rd in ,  t he  f amous  gun f i gh te r  he re  i n

E I  Paso .

Th i s  conc ludes  t he  i n te r v i ew  w i t h  Mrs .

Basom,  Mrs .  Spence r ,  M rs .  Sp ie r ,  and  Mrs .

M i t che  I  I  .

Thank  you  ve ry  much
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