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R :

Please te l l  me when and where you were born and a l i t t le  b i t
about your background.

Very quick ly  I  was born in  Chicago I l l ino is  in  191-3 which means
I  w i l l  be  80  yea rs  o ld  nex t  mon th .  I  came to  E l  Paso  i n  1935 .
The depress ion years in  the mid west  were pret ty  horr ib le .  I
came here in  1935 because I  had a brother  work ing here in  one
of  the local  depar tment  s tores an there was noth ing for  me back
in Chicago and besides,  I  was too co ld.  My brother  was an
asthmat ic  and he came here for  h is  heal th  and had a job (and
tha t ' s  a l l  I  was  l ook ing  fo r  i n  t hoses  days )  so  f  came down  to
E1 Paso and he put me to work. I  came in November and I got
a job in  a depar tment  (The Whi te House,  which is  no longer  in
ex i s tence ) .  I  go t  a  j ob  r i gh t  away  a t  $12 .50  a  week  bu t  $ I2 .5O
a week went  a long way because I  l ived at  the Hi l ton Hote l  a t
that  t ime and th ings werer  very af fordable in  EI  Paso.  I
s tayed here through the Chr is tmas season,  which I  thought  was
going to  be a temporary job and af ter  Chr is tmas The Whi te House
of fered me a permanent  pos i t ion and so I  s tayed,  and here I  am
today some 58 years . l-ater.

So you were work ing at  The Whi te House,  what  was you actual
pos i t ion wiLh them?

I  s tar ted in  the Whi te House,  be l ieve i t  or  not ,  they s tar ted
me as  a  f l oo r  wa lke r  i n  t he  ch i l d ren ' s  f l oo r .  A  f l - oo r  wa l - ke r
in the o1d days \,ras a guy with a white carnation who used to
greet  people as they came up the e levator  and turned them over
to  a  sa les  pe rson  and  tha t ' s  t he  way  i t  was  done  in  the  o ld
days .  Today  you  can ' t  even  f i nd  a  sa les  pe rson .  My  favo r i t e
ta lk  rea l ly  is  the l -ack of  serv ice in  depar tment  s tores.  f  use
Di I Iard 's  as a bad example.  So anyway,  then they promoted me
to f loor  manager  and I  wound up as a buyer  and manager  af ter
about  three years.  I  was learn ing spanish aI I  the t ime I
was there only  not  in  c lassroom work,  but  just  speaking to
customers and a l l  that  and even then is  now why the customer
coming up f rom Mexico is  a  very impor tant  person to the
store.  In  fact ,  in  those days both The Popular  and The
White House woul-d have somebody meeting the train as i t  came
up from Mexico. So anyway, after that I was taken away by
a  cha in  so re  ca l l ed  F rank l i n ' s ,  wh ich  i s  s t i l l  open  today  under
that  name and they of fered me twenty one dol lars  a week by
tha t  t ime  I  was  mak ing  $19 .50  a t  The  Wh i te  House ,  t hey  o f fe red
me S21 .00  and  tha t  do l l a r  and  a  ha l f  a  week  wou ld  pay  fo r  a
couple of  d inners bel ieve i t  or  not ,  cause we could get  a
f i l l e t  m ignon  d inne r  f o r  $ .75 .  So ,  anyway ,  I  wen t  t o  work
there as ass is tant  manager  of  th is  Frankl in  s tore and there I
was made a superv isor  of  severa l  s tores.  By that  t ime I  guess
f  was  abou t  23  o r  24 .

P :

R :



P : Which  i s  abou t  wha t  yea r  now?  Uh . . . l e t ' s  see . . . ah  I  me t  my
wi fe in  1939 and got  marr ied in  L940.  .  .  so I  guess about  that
t ime  was  L937 .  I  s t ayed  w i t h  t hem a  coup le  o f  yea rs . . . and  I
marr ied in  El  Paso,  a  g i r l  who was a th i rd  generat ion El
Pasoan.  Her  fami ly  came here for  the ra i l roads and they
t ransferred me to Louis iana and then they t ransferred me to
Amari l lo where I took my bride. We st.ayed there one year and
they brought  me back to  EI  Paso for  just  a  few months and then
they sent  me to Laredo,  TX because of ,  by that  t imer  my abi l i ty
to  speak Spanish.  So anyway,  by that  t ime we thought ,  the heck
wi th th is  no ise,  we loved El  Paso too much.  This  was her  home,
besides we wanted to  s tar t  a  fami ly  and work ing for  a  chain
l ike that  where they kept  moving you around,  there was no
opportunity to lay any ground work for a career or a family
or  anyth ing.  My wi fe  was a school  teacher  when I  marr ied.
She  taugh t  spec ia l  educa t i on  (b l i nd  ch i l d ren ) .  We  came
back  to  E1  Paso ,  I  wen t  back  to  work  a t  F rank l i n ' s  as  an
assistant manager for two months and then they promoted me
to manager  again and then,  I  th ink,  I t  was around '42 maybe
'43 when the army turned me down for  phys ica l  reasons,
wh ich  we  don ' t  have  to  go  i n  t o ,  and  I  knew I  wasn ' t  go ing
to go in  the serv ice.  We decided that  was the t ime for  me
to go in  bus iness.  We saved a few dol lars  and so I  opened
up  a  sma1 I  s to re .  A t  t ha t  t ime  the re  was  no  i n fan t ' s  and
ch i l d ren ' s  exc lus i ve  shops  i n  E l  Paso .  E1  Paso  was  j us t  a
smal l  communi ty  then,  you have to  remember.  I  came in  '35 and
i t  was  abou t  801000 . . . by  ' 42 . . .when  t he  wa r  b roke  ou t  and  a l l
t ha t  i t  may  have  been  1501000  bu t  we  had  45  o r  501000  t roops
here .  So  I  opened  a  l i t t l e  ho le  i n  t he  wa1 l ' s  doo r  and  ca lLed
i t  Jack  and  J i 11 ' s . . . and . . . had  a f t e r  abou t  a  yea r . . . and  t hen
more  wars  took  the  space . . . and  I  opened  th i s  s to re  on  the  p laza
on  M i l l  S t ree t  f ac ing  the  p laza  and  ca11ed  tha t  one  To ts to te ry .
You know that .  was the most  unusual -  s tore because I  put  a
ch i l d ren ' s  ba rbe r  shop  i n  i t  and  t h i ngs  l i ke  t ha t . . . and . . . a t
that  t ime the communi ty  s topped around Copia Street  so f  opened
th is  s tore at  F ive Points .  AIso so I  had those two and when
the  war  was  ove r  i n  ' 45 ,  I  t h ink ,  t h ings  became a  l i t t l e  b i t
more d i f f icu l t  because at  that  t ime Kresky,  which was the fore
runne r  o f  K -  Ma r t ,  I  t h i nk . . . i t  s t i l l . . . no  K res . . .K resky  i s
s t i l l  t he re  and  a l l  t he  o the r  s to res  wen t  i n to  the  ch i l d ren ' s
bus iness .  And  then  exc lus i ve  ch i l d ren ' s  shopp ing  became more
and more d i f f icu l t  and I  kept  i t  go ing for  a  few years to  the
50's  and f ina l - ly  found out  i t  was no longer  prof i tab le and I
was spi-nning my wheels and not taking enough out of i t  so I
c losed i t  up.  I  had a few dol lars  saved and f  d idn ' t  know what
to go in  to ,  I  was only  in  my for t ies,  too young to ret i re ,
d idn ' t  have  enough  money  to  re t i r e . . . and  by  tha t  t ime  ny  k ids
were in  school .  We had two and then one jo ined us e ight  years
la te r . . . and  f  was  l ook ing  fo r  someth ing .  My  b ro the r  who  had
been in  S1 Paso when he was d ischarged f rom the serv ice moved
to Phoenix and worked in a department store there and then went
out  to  Cal i forn ia and opened h is  own business which was not  too
success fu l . . . and  he  go t  a  j ob  w i th  who lesa le  beau ty  supp ly



P :

R :

company and par t  o f  th is  ter r i tory  was going to  Las Vegas.  At
that  t ime Las Vegas only  had three hote ls  so he was going back
and fourth to Las Vegas maybe twice a month and then once a
week and then stay in three or  four  days so he decided to  open
up a l i t t le  beauty suply  s tore in  Las Vegas.  This  turned out
to  be the largest  d is t r ibutor  o f  CIa i ro I  ha i r  products  wi th  aI I
those show g i r ls  there and so f  went  to  v is i t  h im af ter  I  had
closed the shops.  And he sa id I  should be going in  the beauty
business.  I  came back to  El  Paso and I  looked around.  I
wasn' t  in terested in  anyth ing that  had mark downs or  credi t ,
f  had been burned out  on that .  And then one day a young man
came to me wi th  an idea.  He was an inst ructor  in  the loca1
beauty schools  and he sa id hwe wanted to  open a beauty school
and he heard that  I  had a brother  in  the businessr  so anyway,
I put hin i-n my car and we drove al l  through Texas and we
vis i ted beauty schools  and I  took p ic tures of  th is  and that  and
checked wi th  the s tate board,  came back to  EI  Paso and d id some
repor ts  on the two local  schools  and found out  that  they were
not  be ing run in  a bus iness l ike manner .  I  took a chance at
that  t ime we could do i t  for  very l i t t le  money.  In  F ive Points
we found a bui ld ing that  the s tate commiss ion okayed and we
opened up the Southwest  Beauty CoI Iege.  I t  was h is  exper ience
and my f inancing and my market ing abi l i ty .  I  never  d id  ever
take the course mysel f ,  but  three years la ter  I  was the sLate
pres ident  o f  the beauty schools  in  Texas and severn years la ter
I  was the nat ional  pres ident  o f  beauty schools  of  Amer ica.  The
reason being t ,hat  I  was an admin is t rator  and the other  schools
were  be ing  run  by  ha i r  d resse rs .  I  don ' t  pu t  ha i r  d resse rs
down but  they are just  no business people.  So that  was i t  and
about  three years la ter  Uncle Sam picked me up and I  became a
commiss ioner  for  the credi ta t ion of  school -s  and I  spent  two
years in  do ing that  in  Wahington.  School  was t i l l  go ing so we
spent  about  a week out  o f  every month in  Wahington.  f  so ld my
schoo l s  i n  1983 . . . and  so . . . he re  f  am a  re t i - r ed  man  soon  t o  be
e igh ty .

Let 's  go back to  about  the t ime when Lhe wars break out  in  la te
1941 - .

When the war  broke out  I  was managing one of  the Frankl in
Corporat ions s tores in  town that  is  s t i I l  opened cal led
Myron ' s .  I t  i s  on  San  An ton io  S t ree t  i n  t he  same b lock  w i th
the  Penney ' s  s to re .  We wou ld  run  a t  t ha t  t ime  maybe  $250-300
thousand a year  which in  those dol lars  was b ig money.  I  put
a ch i ldren 's  depar tment  in to that  s tore I  wanted the exper ience
so f  ran Myron 's  for  about  a year  got  my exper ience about
ch i l d ren ' s  wear  and  i n fan t ' s  wear  th rough  them.  They  had  the
buying of f ices in  New York and got  some exper ience then I
rented the space I  to ld  you about .  WeI I ,  the b ig boss j -n  New
York heard f had rented that space and wanted to know what was
going on so my res ignat ion $/sa premature before I  rea l ly  wanted
to  do  i t  bu t  neve r the less ,  t ha t ' s  when  I  wen t  t o  bus iness  i n
abou t  ' 42  and  the  war  was  s t i l l  go ing  on .

3
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P: Would you say that  the war  changed t .he business c l imate here
in  E l  Paso?

R: The war  changed the c l imate but  for  th is  reason.  There was
someth ing ca l led the OPA (Of f ice of  Pr ice Admin is t rat ion)  You
would not  be l ieve the red tape.  In  other  wordsr  w€ were not
a l lowed to take a h igher  mark up.  Now mark up you understand.
We were not al lowed to take a higher markup than we did pre-
war. In other words anytime we bought anything we had to give
the OPA, the loca1 of f ice,  a  copy of  the invoice,  how much we
paid for  i t ,  and how much we would mark i t  for  sa le.  And they
would come by a check,  not  per iod ica l ly  but  every once in  a
t ' t rh i le  specia l ly  i f  there was a compla int .  And the compla int  d id
not  have to  come f rom the costumers,  the compet i tors  kept

unan imous .

So  th i s  was  s tandard  fo r  a l l  bus inesses?

Yes the OPA and a l - l  essent ia l -  th ings had pr ice contro l  on i t .

When was th is  created?

R: The OPA was even before I  went  to  bus iness.  I t  was one of
The  f i r s t  ac t s  o f  t he  war .  I  wou ld  say . .  .  ' 4L ,  t he  OPA came in to
ex is tence and they had a d is t r ic t  o f f ice r ight  here in  El
Paso,  so your  hands were t ied but  in  those days anyth ing you
bough t  cou ld  be  so ld .  I  had  th i s  I i t t l e  s to re ,  I  t h ink  i t
was maybe tweLve feet  wide by for ty  feet  deep around 500 square
feet and the year we opened it  we did a hundred thousand
dol lars .  Now a hundred thousand dol l -ars  was three hundred and
Th i r t y  t h ree  do l l a rs  a  day  i n  t hose  do1 la rs ,  because  l i t t l e  k ids
d resses  we re  $1 .98  o r  $2 .98 . . . a  good  one . . . a  good  one  was  maybe
$5.00 so i t  was fantast ic  that  enabled me to make enough to open
up the second store ca l led Totstotery ,  the largest  s tore which
we put  qu i te  a b i t  o f  money in  to  but  that 's  the way that  worked.
I n  t hose  days  sa la r j - es . . .we l l -  when  I  came  to  E1  Paso  i n  ' 35  t he
sa les  g i r l s  we re  mak ing  $4 .50 -$6 .00  a  week . . . r emember  I  was  a
f l oo r  man  mak ing  $12 .50 .  I n ' 42  we  were  a l ready  hav ing  to  pay
more.  In  El  Paso we were very for tunate because we d id not  have
the war  industr ies that  were in  compet i t ion for  our  personnel  and
st i l l  we needed Spanish speaking people too,  but  everybody then
who worked in  s tores were b i l ingual .  E l  Paso today many of  them

bi l ingual  they are monol ingual In fac t  my w i fe  was
upse t . . . I as t  week  we  wen t  ou t  t o  C ie l o  V i s ta  Ma l l ,

my wi fe  went  in to the Walgreens s tore there,  f  was wi th  her ,  we
shopped and she bought  three or  four  l i t t le  th ings.  She came
to the cash regis ter  a t  the check out  and there was a h ispanic
gent leman there who spoke noth ing but  spanish to  her .  Now
my wi fe  knows spanish very wel l ,  she was ra ised in  spanish
language,  and she was very upset  because she would answer h i rn
in  Eng l i sh  and .

are  noE
very

P:  Th is  was  i n  C ie lo  V i s ta?



R:  Th is  i s  i n  C ie lo  V i s ta  Ma l l  i n  t he  Wa lg reen ' s  s to re .  Bu t  i n
th i s  day  i n  age  i t  was  su rp r i s i ng  i n  a  s to re  l i ke  Wa lg reen ' s .
I f  i t  had  been  in  sou th  E l  Paso .

P:  I  could see i t  the other  way around but  th is  is  k ind of
surpr is ing to  me.

R:  I 'm sure the gent leman d id not  mean anyth ing by i t  because
everybody e lse in  the s tore was h ispanic ,  i t  seemed.  Remember
we  a re  an  e i gh t y  pe rcen t .  I n ' 35  when  I  came  he re  I  t h i nk  i t
was  abou t  60 /40 ,608  ang lo  and  I  s t ayed  he re  because  I  l i ked
he communi ty  and the two cul tures.  I  s t i l l  go to  Juarez,
s t i l l  speak as much Spanish.  In  my t ravels  around the wor ld
I  was able to  get  a  long famously .

P :  I t  he lps  a  l o t  doesn ' t  i t ?

R :  Oh  ny ,  y€s .

P:  Did rat ion ing l -aws take any ef fect  on your  bus iness?

R: Remember th is ,  I  was in  what  was ca l1ed stocked goods.  I  was
always in  lad ies ready to  order  a ch i ldren 's  wear .  There was
no rat ion ing.  There was rat ion ing of  cer ta in  types of  c lo th
to the manufacturers but everybody was working, everybody had
money and everyth ing so ld eventual ly .  Now there was rat ion ing
of  shoes and we were a l lowed so many coupons a year  i f  you had
chi ldren and they outgrew them and i f  you took the k ids o ld
shoes up to  the rat ion ing board they might  g ive you another
coupon or  two.  But  the shoes were rat ioned and when I  was
buy ing  shoes . . . baby  shoes . . . even  so f t  baby  shoes  was  s t i l l
ra t ionedr  so what  happened was that  people s tar ted kn i t t ing
their own baby booties and I had lots of women bringing me
thei r  boot ies that  they were kn i t t ing at  home and I  was paying
them $ .75 -$1 .00  a  pa i r  and  se l l i ng  t hem bu t  on l y  t he  shoes
were rat ioned.  Cloth ing was not  ra t ioned but  some th ings were
hard to  f ind.  Very quick ly ,  rubber  pant ies for  babies,

waterproof  pants,  a lmost  impossib le  to  f ind.  Whenever  you
found Many they were l ike d iamonds.  Diapers were a lmost
impossib le  so we were buying d iaper  c lo th and se l l ing i t  by the

yard and people were making up the i r  own d iapers and th is  is
before the paper  d iapers.  Though the Cur i ty  Diaper  Company d id
come out with paper diapers as bulky as he1I and nobody bought
i r .

You said that everybody had jobs and everybody had money,
sounds l ike qui te  a change coming f rom the depress ion just  a
few years back.  Would you say th is  is  a  gradual  change or  would
you say that  the war  brought  th is  on?

You have t ,o  recognize what  happened in  For t  B l iss .  For t  B1iss
was at that t ime exactly what i t  is today but the city kind of
s topped at  Copia.  Remember the f i rs t  shopping center  was out

R :



there at  Loret to  which is  a t  Chelmont  and that  was way out  o f
town.  Very few people f lew in  those days but  i f  you d id f ly  i t
was a t r ip  out  to  the a i rpor t  where i t  is  now,  El  Paso was

smal l  but  then For t  B l iss  became an induct ion center  and we
had boys here f rom al l  over  the countryr  I  can ' t  te l l  you how

many r^rere there because iL  is  s t i l l  a  secret  but  there were
thousands and thousands because they had tents  out  there,
they had these huts  that  were k ind of  mounted up and aI I
up and down Dyer street
were more restaurants and

that was way out of town so the
those people f rom For t  B l iss  and

which  sudden ly  b lossomed.  There
honky  tonks  a long Dyer  S t ree t .

minute i t  brought ,  in  a l l
anybody who could hold

They are  s t i1 l  there  bu t  there  were  a  heck  o f  a  lo t  more  and

a hammer could go to work out at Fort B l i s s  as  a
carpenter .  Forget  un ions,  i f  there was anybody who c o u l d
do anyth ing.  People who were not  work ing aI I  day in  the
depress ion  yea rs  were  sudden ly  mak ing  $25 .00  to  $30 .00  a  day
wh ich  was  fan tas t i c  money . . . f an tas t i c .  Remember  i t  was  $ l -4 .00

to  $1 -6 .00  week  fo r  se rv i ce  peop le .  I f  you  wan ted  a  ha i r  cu t
i t  was  $ .75 .  I f  you  t i pped  the  guy  a  d ime  he  was  thank fu l ,
but  then a l l  o f  a  sudden i t  changed and that  expanded EI

Paso's  labor  market  and so we had people coming here and at
that  t ime the Juarez people would come over  too,  as they are

today, some lega1 and some undocumented and they were working
here because workers were needed.

P:  So For t  B l iss  had a lo t  to  do wi - th  i t?

R:  Of  course,  I  th ink at  one t ime the For t  B l iss  populat ion
was  the  s i ze  o f  E l  Paso ' s  popu la t i on .  We had  the rn  coming  and
going.  The For t  B l iss  people asked us to  open our  homes to these
people and I remember we had an empty bedroom, we were l iving in
Sunset Heights at the t ime, had an empty bedroom and we rented
i t  out  Lo two young l ieutenants so that  they would not  have to
be  on  pos t .  They  were  awfu l l y  n i ce  guys  and  I  don ' t  m ind  te l l i ng
you there were more marr iages in  El  Paso then and they have been
ever  s ince because these boys came down here and they were

lonesome and most  of  the marr iages worked out  weI I .

P:  You ment ioned the labor  unions and that  a  lo t  o f  them were just
complet ,e ly  d isregarded.  Can you e laborate a 1 i t t1e more?

R:  In  those  days  we  had  a  l abo r  consu l t .  f 'm  l ook ing  i n  my  m ind
at the guy who is running the show here and an)rway every

pol i t ic ian who wanted to  run for  o f f ice had to  go to  h im.  The
labor vote was not that big but in those days every vote was very

impor tant  because we st i1 l  had a po1l  tax and people had to  pay
fo r  t he  p r i v i l ege  o f  vo t i ng .  I t  wasn ' t  un t i l  ' 66  tha t  The

Supreme Court outlawed the po11 tax which gave everybody the
oppor tuni ty  to  vote.  But  anyway,  the labor  unions were very
anxious to have check offs as you know, you probably know the
story about Farah Manufactur ing who of fered to  have the union

come in  and hav inq  an  e lec t ion  and the  un ion  re fused to  have
an  e lec t i on .  They j us t  wanted  to  make everybody jo in  and



check of f .  But  anyway,  there wasn' t  any problem wi th labor
those days because everybody had a job.  Those who were

un ion i zed  the  e lec t r i c i ans ,  t he  p lumbers ,  t he  ca rpen te rs ,
except  the carpenters just  went  out  to  the post  and t r ied to

get everybody to join the union because they had programs and
insurance and th ings l ike that .  There were no problems those
days and they are no big problem today in my mind.

P:  But  i t  was a1I  suppor t ive of  the war?

R:  They were aI I  suppor t ive of  the war ,  y€s.

P:  Can you th ink of  anyth ing that  was contradic t ive to  the war  for
any type of business? I mean you had mentioned that the
regulat ions,  was there a lo t  o f  t ry ing to  get  around that?

R :  Oh  yeah . . . yeah . . . you  a lways  w i I I  have . . . uh . . . t he  hus t l e r s ,  t he
sharp shooters.  As I  to ld  you about  Dyer  Street .  Now Texas
was sti l l  a dry stated at that t j-me and I was young. Everybody
used to go to  Juarez because there was no problem. We had two
night  c l -ubs over  there that  had f loor  shows that  were good

Mex ican  ac ts  and  you  cou ld  ge t  ou t  w i th  a  da te  o f  $5 .00  o r  $6 .00 .
The boys out  a t  For t  B l iss  for  many months,  maybe even for  years.
Juarez was of f  l imi ts  to  them because Juarez had a red l ight
d i s t r i c t .  Now
unt i l  the

E1 Paso had a red l - ight  d is t r ic t  for  a  whi le
c i t y . . . no . . . no  i t  was  t he  a rmy . . . uh . . . pu t

cer ta in  types of
there are

them of f  l imi ts  which
boys s tar ted going across

k i1 led  ou r  red  l i qh t  d i s t r i c t s  so  the

you what the price was but
the  r i ve r  and  I  don ' t  wan t  t o  te11

i t  was r id icu lous.  The army
posted t ,hat  o f f  l imi ts  which means that  i f  the boys wanted
any recreat ion they had to  be on th is  s ide.  As I  to ld  you
Dyer Street became the street of honky tonks and wherever
there is  fast  money and so ld iers  there are

hust lers ,  male and female and i f  you th ink
shoot ings and stabbings now,  back then the MP's were very
busy.  Now remember to  in  those days Biggs F ie1d was and
Airpor t  space and Biggs F ie ld  a lso had there own compl iments
and that was where it  is today. I think we had some bombings
the re ,  I 'm  no t  su re .  Bu t  anywayr  w€  had  a  few  p ro tes te rs .
You may not know it but we had a prisoner war camp and Ital ian
and a German and to show you how lose things were, i f  you
became f r iendly  wi th  cer ta in  people in  For t  B l iss  every once
in a whi le  we could have a wonder fu l  I ta l ian meal  and par ty  at
home and they would br ing out  some I ta l ian pr isoners of  war  who

would do the cooking and serv ing.  Of  course you would pay them
and they just  loved to  come out  and these boys f rom f ta ly  were
wonder fu l .  Remember th is  that  the i ta l ian language and the
Spanish language are so s imi lar  i t ,  d idn ' t  take these guys ten
mj-nutes and you could go by their prisoner of war camp and al l
there was there was a wi re fence and there were a l -1  the l - i t t1e
Hispanic  g i r ls  on one s ide of  the fence and the i ta l ian workers
on the other  and some marr iages came out  o f  those too.

P:  Did a lo t  o f  them stay?
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R: Wel l  those that  d idn ' t  s tay got  sh ipped back and some came
back.  Lots  of  Germans came back.  Lots  of  our  g i r ls  went  to
Germany and marr ied the boys there.  I  d id  some in terpret ing
work for the OSS and I did a few other things. At Christmas
time we would go down to the Army/Navy YMCA which was down town
in San Francisco Street, and we would grab packages and maj-l ing
them for  the guys and th ings l ike tha i .  the in lerest inq th ing
is  t ,hat  went  the draf t  f i rs t  came out ,  when we had to reg is ter
for  the draf t ,  in  1940,  I  was Amar i l lo  managing those stores for
the company, I registered for the draft and then they sent me
back to  El  Paso and I  never  knew where I  ranked and f  had to
t ,e I l  them were I  was.  But  I  found out  severa l  years la ter  that
I had the next to the last ranking in Amari l lo and not only
that  but  i f  you Amar i l lo  they had some many enl is tments that
I  don ' t  t .h ink they ever  draf ted anybody.  pat r io t ism was at  a
h igh level  then.  My wi fe 's  two brothers $rent  in ,  my o lder
brother went in and was an engineer and the navy took him right
quick.  Business was conf ined to  just  the downtown area.
Ove r l and  S t ree t  was  t he re  t hen . . . ah . . .E I  Paso  S t ree t  was  t he re ,
not  as b ig as i t  is  today.  We st i l l  have that  Horseshoe you
know. The Popular  and The Whi te House were the only  two stores
downtown,  however ,  we d id have a J .C.  Penney and we had a
Woo lwor th ' s  and  a  K ress  and  the re  was  a  Newber ry ' s .

P:  Are you say ing i t  was conf ined,  is  that  just  the way i t
happened to be or was that due to any type of reason?

R: No,  th is  is  the way El  Paso grew up.  The depar tment  s tore I
worked in  s tar ted in  Juarez and then came over  here.  I t  was
started by a German man.

P : Did he have any problems when the war broke down?

R: He had passed away and his two nephews were running it .  There
was no problem. We did not have a biq gerrnan population. We
had some Japanese farmers in the valley 

-and 
they were not

bothered.  In  fact  they brought  produce to your  home.  We a lso
had east  fnd ians.  Many of  them are s t i l l  here.  They farming
up the a l1ey.  The b ig th ing that  h i t .  EI  Paso was Hi t l -er
against Jews because what happened then is that America tooh
some but could not take them all  so what happened to people
f rom Eastern Europe and Germany a l l  f led to  South Amer ica and
Mexico. They had quite a contingent coming up through from
wherever  in  to  Juarez hoping to  get  in  to  the s tates.  Now, of
course,  there are fami l ies heres that  brought  over  the i r
famil ies. The Schwart.z family brought in quite a few from
CzechosLovakj -a and sponsored them and f  guess i f  you sponsored
them the re  wasn ' t  t ha t  p rob lem.  Because  a t  t ha t  t ime  we  s t i l l
had two Jewish Congregat. ions in El Paso, The Temple and The
Synagogue and they had severa l  organizat ions that  were help ing
the Jewish people who got  as far  as Juarez t ry ing to  help them
come across or trying to help them while they were there and
so  the  German /Jew ish  s i t ua t i on  was ,  I  f h ink ,  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t .



Ant  then  when . . . t h i s  was  even  be fo re  Pear l  Ha rbo r  and  then  when
Pearl Harbor came is when we declared war and that is what
brought  the war  to  El  Paso.  The one th ing about  Et  Paso is
that  there was never  any pre jud ice,  there was never  any

bigotry, i t  has developed. Remember I grew up in Chicago in
a middle c lass fami ly .  I  never  had a lo t  but  we never  missed
any meals  but  never theless because I  was Jewish I  got  beat  up
a couple of  t imes in  school  and then I  came to EI  Paso and
never  had any problems.  The establ ishment  here was Chr is t ian,
Catho1ic .  The Cathol j -c  church was very s t rong but  never  any
bigotry. The two big stores downtown were owned by Jewish
people,  though The Whi te House owners d id not  pract ice Judaism
but  i t .  was excepted.  Business dur ing those war  years was good.

WeI l  the grocery bus iness was tough because everyth ing needed
food stamps for the meat special-1y but i f  you needed anything
you went  to  Juarez.  Gasol ine rat ion ing,  you took your  car  over
to  Jua rez  and  had  i t  f i l l ed  up .

P:  There was no regulat ion in  Juarez as far  as you know?

R: None at  a l l .  We could get  European mines over  there and
European Whiskey.

P:  So then wi th  the increase in  money here,  I  guess the s tandard
o f  l i v i ng  and  qua l i t y  l i f e  j us t  mus t  o f  been  g rea t .

R :  We l l  t he  qua l i t y  o f  l i f e  o f cou rse  the re  was  no  bu i l d ing  go ing
on. The town expanded due to the people who came in the
serv ice and reta i l  s tores.  L iv ing condi t ions were a l i t t le
rough because where you are s i t t ing r ight  now we used to come
horseback r id ing and shoot ing rabbi ts .  The wests ide s topped
at  the Mesi ta .  I  could show you homes that  were the edge of
town r ight  down on Mesa and Stanton.

P:  We get  to  the end of  the war ,  how would you say the business
c l imb was af fected by that  as much as i t  was changed by the
beginning of  the war ,  once the war  is  over  and people are
coming back?

R: When the war  was over  there were severa l  mater ia ls  and th ings
we  cou ld  no t  9e t ,  l i ke  b lue  j eans .  We cou ld  no t  ge t  b lue
jeans.  We were us ing cordero ids.  We could not  get  the denim
fabr ic  but  the b ig expansion,  the minute the war  was over ,
everybody went  to  the e l -ect r ica l  appl iance business.  Remember
there were oo,  what  we cal Ied whi te  goods,  there were no new
refr igerators mader  no new washers,  no e lect r ica l  appl iances
of  any k ind because anyth ing was in  the war  era.  I  wi l l  never
forget  somehow or  other  I  managed to get  25 t r icyc les.  As they
were del iver ing them to my shops coming of f  the t ruck,  people
gathered round and those twenty f ive t r icyc les were so ld out
before I  could even get  a  pr ice tag on them because there was
a hunger  for  them and I  can ' t  te l l  you what  the b i r th  rate was
af ter  the war ,  there was not  much e lse to  do.  But  anyway,
there were two hardware companies in town and anything



e lec t r i ca l  so ld .  Th i s  was  the  f i r s t  genera t i on  o f  t h ings .  The
f i rs t  re f r igerators had the motors on top and everyth ing so ld.
People had money,  people had jobs.  Things had to  change
because cer ta in  jobs were e l iminated.  An example I ' l I  g ive you
is F.arah Manuf acturing Co. , at that t ime it  was in San

Francisco St .  and they were making fa l l  un i forms dur ing the war
and the minute the war  was over  they went  in to b lue jeans so
thei r  bus iness expanded because now they could get  the c lo ths.
There was an of f  set ,  some people were hur t  because of  the
change  o f  p r i o r i t i es .

P:  You said E1 Paso is  not  a  heavy war  industry?

R:  We were not  in to heavy industry  at  a l l .  We were a
t ranspor tat ion method.  we had the Souther  Paci f ic  Rai l road
which was one of  on ly  two that  went  f rom the East  Coast  to  the
West  Coast  and so our  ra i l road br idge was heavi ly  guarded at
a l l  t imes wi th  machine gun replacements.  We would go out  there

and take cokes to  the so ld iers  on a hot  day and cof fee on a
cold day. There were not that many trucks or freeways at the
time but we did have Highway 80 which begins somewhere back
east  and went  a l l  the way to  Cal i forn ia.  I t  was heavi ly
t raveled and i t  was just  a  two lane h ighway.  We had lo ts  of
l i t t le  tour is t  cour ts  a long Alameda which was Highway 80 and
we sti l l  had our Mexican trade coming up here and the retai l
bus iness was st i l l  good because anyth ing that  was of f  set  by
a shor tage d id very wel l .  And then of  course our  whole sa le
dis t r ibutors were doing very wel l  because af ter  a l l  the people
in the communi t ies a l l  around Las Cruces,  which at  that  t ime
was about  201000 people and Si lver  Ci ty  would come here to  get
what  they needed.  Those were sma1l  towns but  you add them al l
together and our trade area went al l  the way to Albuquerque
because we were much larger than Albuquerque and Phoenix and
we had a l l -  that  as our  t rade ter r i tory .  So the whole sa le
business was very good here.  We had sof t  goodsr  we had hard
goods r  w€  had  a1 l  so r t s  o f  f ac to r i es .  E l  Paso  had  too  had
severa l  p laces of  c igar  makers.  We had lo ts  of  h ispanics
s i t t ing at  long tab les ro l l ing c igars and so there was qui te
a lo t  o f  th ings going on in  EI  Paso.  I t  was a great  p lace for
young  s ing le  men .

P:  Anyth ing e lse you would l ike to  add about  bus iness dur ing the
war years?

R:  There were only  two banks at  the t ime,  The State Nat ional  and
The El Paso National. The State National was owned by the
Basse t t  f a rn i l y  and  the  E l  Paso  Na t iona l  was  owned  by  the . . .Sam
Young was running i t .  Later  on the Southwest  Nat ional  Bank
came in to being which la ter  became sorneth ing e lse and f  don ' t
know what i t  is today.

P:  Would you say they were rev ived f rom the war ,  I  know the
banking business had problems dur ing the depress ion.  Would you
say the war revived them?



R: They were at  one t ime before I  came here,  but  the reason f  know
th i s  i s  because  my  w i fe ' s  g rand fa the r  had  a  bank  he re .  The re
were a Io t  o f  smal l  banks in  EI  Paso but  the depress ion years
knocked then a l1 out .  When I  came here the nat ional  bank had
just  gone broke.  The f i rs t  nat ional  bank was where the

Amer ican Furn i ture s tore was downtown on the corner  of  San
Antonio and Oregon SLreet .  The bui ld ing is  s t , i l l  there and I
th ink there is  s t i I l  a  s ign where the Amer ican furn i ture s tore
that  used be the band and there was noth ing to  do about  that
because that  was the largest  bank in  El  Paso.  Somehow or  other
the The State Nat ional  and The E1 Paso Nat ional  surv i -ved and
they were the only  two banks for  many,  many years.  But  you
have to remember one important thing during World War l I ,  the
Mexican peso was three to  one Amer ican money.  Now of  course
i t  is  today but  that  is  a f ter  a  new evaluat ion and people
coming up f rom Mexico only  had to  have three pesos to  buy a
dol lar 's  wor th of  goods and then i t  went  down to 24 cents and
then 1,2 cents and then 8 cents and so on.  But  dur ing the war
years i t  was three for  one and we were doing business in  two
moneys and two languages.  A lso in  those days the reta i l -  s tores

downtown were open 68 hours a week. We would open at eight
th i r ty  in  the morning and c lose at  s ix  at  n ight  s ix  days a
week.  Saturday was a lways the b iggest  shopping days.  Now
those of  us on the superv isory or  manager ia l  pos i t ion had to
go down on Sundays and inc ident ly  Saturday n ights  we c losed at
ten o 'c lock.  The state law was that  no women could work more
than  54  hours  a  week.
elet him to come in but
women could work.

man could work as long as you could
hours was the l init  as to what the
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