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Interview with Cecilia Concha
by

Javier Salgado 1
Noviembre 22, 1993
. Flrst of z1l, [7d like to thank vou Tor the “ntepyiew. A

b, omy Zirst oquestion s, ouh, D0d Like

ODACKEround azout your Tamilyv in Bl Faso,

4

i OkRay.  On my maternal side, uh, the family goes back to the.
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umm, probably mid-aninsteenth century. h

andfather came Trom Chihuahua. THe! settled in Ysieta,
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father was, uh, about nine vears old when he came

ittie about, uh. yvour mother, your
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father, and. ih, vour brothers and sisterss
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father died wnen she
Wwith., uh, very small children.

sup-contractor.  (Hel used to come all the way to EL Faso o
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anderstand he worked at some of the buildings still here in

b

El Paso. Une of them he talked about was, uh, I

Immaculate Conception Church [ind deowntown
would commuate from Ysleta. That was quite a commute back

then., from Ysleta to El Faso. When he died, she was Left

sId L

b

3,

ith no mezns of an income or how to support your childrern.

b
™

5 Jh-huh.




o Zo. =he decided, "The best thing for me is to move =o =i

4

) dn-huah.

o S0, =ne moved all her children to El Paso, and obtained
employment as a cleaning lady at night at the, amm, I think
it was = post oifice I vaguely remember the old post
ntflce, which was located in what is now Kress. You know
how Kress’ s department store kind of comes in on Mesa and
Comes out on, uh, Uregon and Mills?

- o -

o Llres.
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i inat., [ remember very vaguely I was so young when thev
flnaily tore it down to build Furrs. And she worked there.
[ PSR S L1 O TRy o ity AT hery amme bad ool aee s oler 1o £
2= aad, un, Some 30ns. LWwo o her sonsd had already left
20 seel emplovment in Colorado.
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= RO T ot ot e ) 1y 31rdd ralcad Thaeir Familioao +imaes ol

A T Stayeda tnere, and raised their families there, And
died in Colorado We have relatives in Colorado

3 Uh-hun

e SZhe had one son --  he must have been a teenager, I
guess, -- and, uh, the other boy was two years old. She had
threes petweern those Lwo bovs, and one son, this
one 3on s3tarted working for Wells Fargo.

o) Uh-huh.

o i m ot sure wWnat they wor Were they kind of .oisn T
there a Wells Fargo, £till? They re kind of delivery. They

U S TT . e - o - ORI R i - - - T T S O S
TORAT, He yent To worl iith them. ne of the girls The
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wving come from Mexico, uh, with his family.
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went Lo work, went to Sacred Heart School up until the
sixth fifth or sixth grade.

Led Wworking, and back then, you know, you had,

the family had to go out and work to help the parents raize
nne other kids. He started working as an a
his name . . . Frank

Fowers . I rememober, now, because he’'s the one who helped

wmt

31 1 3
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it oin (2%, the Crash. But the lower income peocpi= dldn T
feel +the Depression until the thirties.
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i ihen tnat 8 wWhat started ali Tnese prograims. o0, e Zaie

pack to El Paso. They came back to El Paso, and he went
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¥ Them -- that was pvefore he was married -- he worked at

thie ., uh, some of nis work is still there at the o1d Union

Depor.  And 1f you see up on what' s called the balcony, you
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i He did al

fTancy work, uh, woodwork.

5 Un-nuh.
i And. then, he would deliver 1t to the Union Depot. where the
other guys were working, and they d put [them] up. He szaid,
I of o laughs: 1 don T EHnow 1f
the Union Station. but when vou do, look up on the
Mezzanine, and vou 11l see all these little .
5 He 211 of those?




[

e dia =l oL tnat. C5 MW e LeAarned nlso Lrade. e
Wworked 3t WnRAat L now The ., uimm the Dansg. wil
Continental to be the SF Duiiding e Wil

there. He <ould point out buildings. “Oh., I worged at that

[
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bulliding,  and I worked at that bul
Jhv-hab. Laughs

Uh, a 1ot of homes were bullt in this area. Thev =

bailding some homes in Austin Terrace and This are=z. Hez
said, "We usged to work at those homes. 50 e Decams 2 Very

good craftsman. he war came, and buailding

contractors were just, they were ot building.

h-hab.

L S O (S Gt U S S A,

S0, there was a2 depression in that constracilon bDusliaoess., 30

he sald, "What am I going to dov” By tnat time, he was

Drolhers
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in

working with nwo brothers oal

{

Contractors, and he decided, "I 'm not going To do

contracting business, because that busliness 13 not

Jh-huh.

You know, everybody started working in factories, bulldine

planes, whatever.

Uh-huh.
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he started to citizenship, so he could become a <

o

And when he did, he was hired for the -- I don t ¥now 1

vou ve heard of this. o were not around. ~-- the CCU.
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i "hat Wwas & program that was started by Rooseveirt auring itae

0 . . . Who were out there, you know, "What are we going to

do?"  And =z lot of guys now say. "What I know of my trade, I
learned in the COC.7 50 my dad was hired as an lastructor

for some oI these DOVs.
S Uh-huh.
o Teaching them the carpentry.
3 SO, he was a Leacher

L Do, ne was, uh, well, an instructor, really, to say, “How

o show them in the szhop. From thers, he

went on Lo Livil Service,

it T M %

sl sallIALL

i He got intoe Civil ZJervice I think about, ubh, 41 -- the way
was on -—- "4l or "4Z, thereabouts. He got inte ©ivil
service, and he staved there until he retired.

o 0, okay

C Jh, my wmother, of course, 4id not work after she married.
She became a housewife, and they had eleven children.

5 Rieven children

it (2 o PR - P - - i . ~ - s 3 _-

(¥ inere are <£ieven O us. One has passed on.




-

my

gnt

1

1

T

SU AN
LI

¥
i

1

nua
r‘a

&

n
1

8¥¢!

A1
T

ivp -
o
ML
1

fic

i

Loy

3.
[l

DT

Vi

3

A e

e

a

my

met




10

Ih-nan
. ) N e
O S0, alil o of our activities were centered in the churah. My

mother, wWhen she was a young girl, she met my father., they
married there. We all went to school there. We were all

baptized there, all made our first communion., uh, no, [ mean

my first communion with the nuns. They had a nursery right

ACross the street, and that was very helpful for my mother,

vou know, she’d send us all there. [I] graduated from, nh,

Zt. Ignacius in 15941,

O And then I went, as I was telling you when vou called. I

went To St. Joseph s Academy.

3 1 kN -

Py PO LLLLLL

o That was a school that was, uh, the very first Loretto

- e - . Inial T e - R - T S T
acadeny 1n BL ©aso was at that location.

S Uh~huh

2 That s been torn down, with the freeway.
Ty F N P

Yl IO,

o titl was on North El Paso street. Then they built this big
one here

o Uhi~—

i And that was in "29, I think. 3o, they left that location,
and moved over here to Austin Terrace, where thev built this
Deautiinl school. HMuch later. in the thirties, 4
the girls in Bl Paso who cannot afford te come to Loretio
nere

) Uh-nah




1
'l
P
Yo
N
o
s
Qv
(e

i
=
H
"o
T
o
.
i
‘o
i
"
(S
B
i
i,

11

Tar, numoer .
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O 1 U e e Titenr
ANd eXpensive, acoordling To Our mesns., .
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1lon © we re-open LoretiTo on worthn i faso. oul namne 1Lt DD
3 b AP N iie . = hy -+~ -
5t. Josgeph 1s the of The oisther:
- N T R N CAr
2 VAIrgln S1Stery (A SpInlsSn parase)
ANVWAaY , LTihey re-opened 17T 1Tt T giris oT, iin,
ey e e - e r el
LOWer income To Lhem a good

conid g0 ont oand oe employvable, you

it didn © start out as an . O Drep Freaa i

But more ofFf & commercial school.

T

A ocommercial school.

Tyveoling, shorthand, accountling

Lo OLIer an smplioyver. bBat, a3 Tae y
The Lirst ATIE <Slass Was S
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Arnd whev did.  They became accredited by the btate of 1

T
N

24
W
e
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nen thevy ofered other academic courses, which would =nabl
voul too g0 intc higher education.

3

lready

Sy

o Well, wnen vou attended St. Joseph's, was it
accredited, or was 1t still a commercial school?

O Uh, it was, because [ went in in “41, and I think at thart

|
‘

time, they already offered algebra and other courses that

O
'11

Y,

vou would need to enter a unversity. S50 it must have been

accredited shortly after they opened.

o) Now, this was during the World War II era?
o TYes, b, graduated in May of 41, from grammar

school, 30 in December of “41, I was already at school.

a3 What was your reaction when you heard about . . . .

o Ne nad been, my sisters and I had been to the movies. That
Was sn attraction. I mearn, you went every Sunday. {=
lzughs)  And we had walked from, uh, south El Paso. They
would Zome to the Plaza, or whatever movie was showing We
Were on o our way home.  We gof home. and my dad told us.  He

had either . . . you know, at that time, they had extrs

e

T Lo te 2 o - U T S S S - .- - b e i
They wids running the streets with the newspare
Hxtra

S' "}.'.[l . ORRY
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would go into the residential areas, and sell the

=Xtra for five cents. And I think my dad had bought it . I
don 't Enow how my father found out. 5o. when we got home --
2arly, because we probably went to a very early feature --
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14

L. Anyway., our rfirst day back in school, {the! sisters

were telling us where Pearl Harbor was, what had happensd.

P Then, the next sunday, [(we] probably went back to the

mevies, and that’ s how we got the graphic information.

3 in the news brief.
- They nad the news on TV, you know. Then, thev would have, I

-

5 It was like a news brief

2 I'm trving to think of the name. I can almost hear the

theme song (humming), and then they d show what like vou see

O a movie. And that’ s where we zaw .

5 raalliv .. .

o . the attack on Fearl Harbor, vombs dropping . .

35 Evervtihning like that. And then . . . .

) That was my first visusal experience of the attack on Fearl
Harbor.

3 Lnd that s how most people first experienced visually?  And
what vour impression? What was your reaction?

o Well, az a fourteen-vear-o14 . . . .

.

o t¥es,] vou still didn "t realize . . . .

P = .
A2, QL . « WL s W

o




ag a4 fourteen-vear-old o Laugns 2T that bt

Harbor Togncow it was, ub, vou Enow, when Ther Lell 15
2 Eid. they bombed, and there were ships bDelng zuni,
and all the bombs.” And then we saw 1t on the newsresls.
Ui . . . something very exciting happening

Uhi-hun.

But my was not, We couldn t g0 into immedlate wazx

You Know, my mother used to tall about the Flrst Worid

DAL what L remeniper was thnat

The rationing.

Aven in the first World War, tThe raLionling Y

, 1 don Tt remember my mother, my AC dl

tell us, but this was later. I don’

[N
=
T
o
ol

Lhnirties, and Lhey wWerese not R
vet But I remember him zaving his brother had gone. and,
ulk, vounger brother., and he sald, "I was drafted. Well, ne

went and eanlizted. I don %t know what happensed in that age
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gyroup. But he wasn U married yet, because he ma

2id that he had told them, "I want to be in the

5 Uh-tnuah .

o Because he knew carpentry and all that, and I can think
after two . . . the war ended before they called him. so he
didn t go. But that he told us later. So, I didn t know
what war . . . what is war, for a fourteen-year-old?

o Fight.

C What is war?

o Uh-huh.

i Yo study history in school, but that s something that
happened years ago.

S Right. 2o, yvou don’t

Cr T1t7 didn t really register. 5o, my belng very emotional

i

about the Pearl Harbor attack, I guess I can say no, 1

bt Un-huhn

2 1t was Just something happening, very exciting happening.

S Uh-huh

e But way across the ocean, you Know.

S Uhi-hoah. Something that, uh, vou really couldn it understand,

well, I mean you, uh, vou knew it was important.

y s, because 1T was America thalt had been, 1t was American

ships that had been sunk.

Mm-hmni .
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oo Dhi-fnib.
hen it happened to boys much oldery than I, that I knew Tfrom

schocl.  And I woudid say (whisper) "Ch, he s going to war! '

gy

C: And., "Oh, they ' re going to war!” Then vou begin to see Ft.

o n-huah.
~ .

o Let’'s see, I don’'t remember much about Logan Heights, the
1ad here. I don "t remember much. But Fti.

Bliss, then vou'd see soldiers downtowrn.

S Jni-hah .
O And that was something new for us. e d never seen anvone

«T»
]
{
1

all these, well, a lot of Anglos, vou know, they came from

otner parts of the [United States.} And then, when it hit

nome was when my brother had to leave. I mean. he graduated

from Cathedral. {snaps fingers) He was gone.

S h-nuh

o Then I think twe weeks later. he was already gone. He went
into the Navy, though. 1 think they were giving them a
cholce, "Where do yvou want to go? Army, Navy, Alr Force,
whatever.

S Un-huh.

i But he chose the Havy

3 He chose the Navy?

o Then, the war became very muach a part of vou.
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o Wiow, that s weird.
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5 Later. when he came home on leave, he would tell

us, uh, I remember this. "Well, what were you telling me in

that letter?” He says, "Oh, well, we had a kamikaze hit one
side of the ship.

S Uh-rnuain.

i He was on the other side Jtherwise, he would have bheen
Kill And he zaid., "It was so bad. I went down to )

wihat do they call it, uh, down where they have the

Lo

s

- R -

¥
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infirmarvy? But they have an official name in t

o

o
i
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it.  And ne sald, "I could smell the burning flesh.”

un

i . S e 31
Nog Un, aod o o

o o Enow, he d come home on leave, and we'd all sit around

him

o .. . Just waiting for him to tell us what he hacd

through.

Uh-huah. What are . . .

4]

o He nad to go back to the Pacific.

allv? We

, first of all, what was the one story that
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stuck out the most?
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boys from . . . they were young kids, vou know,
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Jh, really?
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Llaughter) But that was fna
They got jealous, too.
[ Yes.
Very jesnious,. During the wWwa
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END OF

Ukay, g£o ahead.
oh, uh, I odon’t think
buy whatever my mother
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didn 't have fancy food. but we didn 't go hungrv.

were plastic.  FPlastic came out, (3 laughs) and then tThe:s
nad these ~clear, plastic shoes They were horrito.le We
culdn vt oget a decent pair of shoes (5 laughs, And i
rememniter one time my Dad said, well, he had seen - 1 Si=sos
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1t was in the paper or something -- that singer. Carmen

T
o
vl

Miranda, vow may hav

ol Th-liate.
o e used to wear these platform shoes made out o7 wood.
o M-t .
i And, b, I guess he d declded that he could, in a lathe

make the bottom part of a wooden shoe. and he nmade us zome
Ana you know, I Liked them. And then the tap was leather,

and 1 guess maybhe through scome of his friends, he mads mv

sister and me a pair of these wooden soled shoesg, and I

remembeyr wearing them. Th, Tves,] those were my dress

3. T3
i

P

o I think we wore loafers, or saddle shoes were popular then.

Navy Dlue or brown.




28

1
o
e\
[
o
[
=t
a
b
'\<
T
ot
a4
w
o
[ob]
Q
~
U
O
I~
}- 4
T
z
1

i LOEnOW They A
2ed tooos=ll them
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smenber the , uh., at the mar

market over there by the church They were run by, amm.
Chinese

i Let me . I was going to changes {5 lLaughs) so, you
see, we never, uh, I "t remember a shortage of food.

i For us, we had enough stamps. vou Enow, there were so manv
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zhe was given ours. She had to go pick [ them] up.

b, oa bock for =ach child.

And The Little ones didn t eat as much . . .
Fight,
and she d use those for shoes for us.

Okay . And =also daring the war, did, uh, what was my next
Tion here? [I'm] kind of blank right here. U

elling vou about one project that was, uh, reallv w

o
w

a4 very good one, because I know some ladies who made a

Zareer out of 1t, and that was to g0 into nursing school.,

5 _ 13

icon would be naid by the government.

2. They would pay for your training

Mm—hiom .

Thel zoon as you got your certification, yvou would have to

=3 s of service to the Army, and become an

Army nurse. I probably, even if I had gone into it.

probably wouldn 't have continued, because the war ended that

i

A
45,

1,
Hh
-

Uh, f[yves,] it was June of 45 was, uh, no, what was first,
Faciiicy It was June. I remember, June was one, and August
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The was tor my tultlion oniyv,
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You're going to need

in Coiorado.” And, uh. wnpatever =ise. o0, My dad made A

list, you Enow, and he says, HWe o T it We
afford to send vou.”

S Mm-nmn .

i oo I tnought., “Well, maybhe I can wWork S0, L

going to different places o work. umm . . . some of my

friends were going
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o Zut the minute - said, "I want summer employment. Deciulde

I'm soing to continue my schooling,” they wouldn't hires me.
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They wanted permanent people. And I made the mistak

very, very truthful., very
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teiling them. You kEnow, I w
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; 1 iy want (a1 summer job. because I want to save enough
P I onily wantT [ai sunmery Job, Decause L want QO save enoughn

monsy .
Pl Jh-huh.
O But then, [ wasn t very realistic that whatever I was going
pvav then, “cause t

decided it wasn 't going to work. It was eighteen dollars a

5 Un-huhn

2 fridh that was tThe going rate. Well, I would have needed —-- I
think my father told me, my mother, they made . . .

o5 An estimate’

: .. . 31} Einds of counts -- probably about 12040 dolliars.

o UJhi~huh.

O i mean, that was a fortune!
[Yes .t

I You know., LThis was oniy the tuition they weren t paying,
that the scholarship was payving. FEoom and board was six
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ars, and that’' s Just, vou know, that was

hundred do

or the room and board.
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27ter the war. onh. ohe war ended that summer. and there

v All over,
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3 How was the. what was the climate?
i h, it was great! We went downtown honking cars. I think

some of my cousins were home on leave.

ers up. and we

ts of E1 Faso. I mean, everyvone went {to] downtown E1

ney were throwing, uh, strips of paper from office

1o - RAZ T 1 o R
e Mills Build

ng.

Cu
}._I.

o 2o, 1t was like a parade?
Il N : - - . - LY g - T e e o oy - - LA N
i U, Just peopls went wils It was, I mean, you can imagine

aIlter a game (2 laughs) when vou want to go downtoun,
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3 And =very, 1t was Jjust, uh
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=, and that reduced my tuition. I think 1t was only

three dollars a month.

S For the total tuition at 3t. Joseph s7

& Un-hnuh But then there was the expense of my uniform.
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., lunch. little extras.
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S What time w
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ild you work at the cafeteria®

o Umm, when [ didn’t have a class. (laughter) Uh, the
cafeteria. oh., yes, I remember going there, we were. I wWas

. e e -
Loroughn with one class at eleven or eleven fifteen, and then
;

= Un-huh

i And then, I stayed for lunch. I'd get my lunch free. I

o
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cod, (3 laughsy but 17°d get ay lunch free.

L d rather pack my own lunch. And then the office, uh, was
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LOLhRINE as needed, s1ster would call me and 52y, L ve got
Toor whatever I had to do.
2 Uh-huh
i it Wwasn't really much.
] Was 11 really light work?
ks Y I . = 5 L. - e £ - b
o Ui, [yes. j And not for very long, becausze 1 had classes.
> Uh-huh. S oL L L.
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nseph 3. That was not too far. We could walx from 2an

Jacinto Flaza up there. We would walk. And then., in the
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afternoons,. we d walk downtown. Sometimes you 4 wald
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ot And could vou tell me a little bit about the classes you

took? Do vou remember wnat classes you took during that

i I took., wumm, again, vou kEnow, you a rank (7) tThe
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Sut, Lo protect myseli, 1 also took, un, shorthand and
e wmmm S .
LyLoing.

o I didn t take accounting.

o A 1ot of my friends did. and they became bookkeepers . .
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S Uh-huh . Right atter, uh . . . .
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weren tovery large classes., run by the Sisters oZ

Loretto, and, uh, like I say, opened in the thirties. and

or lack of facuity, they closed in the late fifties.

o) Okay
) S0, 1T didnt last very long.

ney peeded those 3isters who were teact

and help at Loretto. They weren t about to close thisz one.

oL T a1
W [N S aan S AV S AN

i)
L)
oy
Ll
o

T
=
C
e
[
u
a
el
[
ct
s
C
[
1)
Q
O
=
)
=
-
Ca
ry
]
o)
4]
O
HA
-
w

vou ' re very uaninhibited, you know.
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ou know, there are all girls, and we had a lot of

fur. th, the friendships were 30 tight., so close, Javier,

that I 2till have friends I went to school with in high
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S fou shared so mach during that time?

- We shared so much, we became like one big family The

classes were not large.

S Uh-nuh.
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i Zne had a good thought, I thought.

S {Yes. 1 I think it is very important.

ave you, but you have a good

T

o “{Wei have no money to 1

o Jh-nuh . And that’s, uh . . . .

C And then the rest was up to us, so, the, uh. brothers and
one sister who went on to the university did it pretty much
o thelilr own, because my parents said, "High school, and
that s 1t. You want to go on to college, it's up to you.”

b Ukay

i And That s 211 there was, to go on and get higher education.

z Eay

o But, I think they gave us a very good foundation. not only
the, uh, the religious values, but she . . . my dad was
not,. uh, grest for religion. (o laughs) He wasn T ohe
was, uh . . anyway, that was that new school up on the
hill, =5t. Joseph’ s Academy, that doesn 't exist any more,
put, uh, in fact, the lady I was talking to when you rang
the door bell is getting, they re getting ready for their
fiftieth reunion, which we still have.

= Uh—hnuai.

G We have reunions even though the school doesn’t exist, g
laughs) bhecause we have Loretto here.

= Th-huh
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keep in touch. [Of] course,
have = newsletter that they

And we re on thelr mailing list,

L

Loretto works that way. We

send out to former students.

53t. Joseph ' s. We get

{them. i and we can keep track of where they are. So, I
think it was the times then. There were times, oI course,
Wwill not come back, much different than they are now. Our

were so . . . into us
T dmira DAY s 1
iolgve  |ouiiein, |

[Yes.; I think that s very,
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Ui, 2T Iourse, Limes Change,
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happened in my family,

ilh, you kEnow, you think thin
constant.

{laaghsy They re not

Thare are changes in ii
them or stick it out

no, 1 g

not knocking t

by our parents.

coming back, I

ST, And then,

he voung kids -- but our values

You don 't lose them.
very important.
and with changing times come

iike divorce.
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S0, you did ezzotly what vou wanted to do.
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important thing, if vou re happyv with wha
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o I said, "Okay. I cannot become a profession

m
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Alre Adlspanics

o Uh, if they did, they d put {[them] in a department where
they had no contact with the public.

5 Ukay.

2 Oh, oh, [yves.] and I had some friends who worked there.
They were in Accounting. And [they] zaid, "Accounting?
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Whatever the racist mentality ls.  But then, uh., . waz nes

o veryv few to 20 into a customer contact department. Aad

S {Yeg.l I think I was about the

interviswed me, They intervierwed me over the telechone L
went through like four interviews
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o But., I think what finally sold me to them
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C I was a stenocgrapher, I could take shorthand, [ o

you Hnow,

Uh-huh.
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3 Uh-huh.
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i co. Lyes, ] they nired me. And then, they made inroads into

[

. and This . . . ah, stenographer. I becames =2

cretary Lo the CRG,

2 And Then I went into middle management. But that was much
later And now, there’s a whole bunch of Hispanics (35

laughs) there., But, it was hard to get into those big

companies. Bl Paso Natural Gas was hard to get inte. Even

though I said there was a lot of employment, EI Paso Hatural

2z, E1 Pas
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other big

[

Hispanics, They had to It was government. But, uh., The
barlk

5 n-huh .

O We had a hard time getting in. And there was a man in E1
Faso -- yvou might hear his name now and then -- Cleo
Vasguaeros. (7)) He was kind of an activist, vou know, he
wes an older persoen. He w@would c¢ontact these companies, and
i understand he contacted the telephone company, uh, way
before even LULAC became very active.,

5 Uh-huh,

O And he got after them for not hiring Hispanics.

S Uh-huh.

o And 1 guess he mast have made some noises, and they started

@

niring, very slowly. (5 laughs) [The] Electric Company was
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Dbad up until way into the f£i
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Hispanics.

Ch

2 Uh-huh .

o ‘Now they have them . . . top management. [The] Water
Company . . . well. [the] Water Company wasn’ t too, too bhad,
but, you know, they didn t place you, they didn 't let vou go
into the real customer. I mean Where you were

S Uh-huh.
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and being part of that company, vou Enow.

jus

{Yes .l they gave you menial jobs.

o0 Rignt. Out of sight?
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Lo Lies. | UL, sile NALer Lompany wasn . We

had a <ousin there. He became a head cashier. I think
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1 didn "t hire nme. They wouldn t hire me.
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C: i Thev

S5: Do you believe it was because of, uh, discriminations
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3 You think =zof
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- I think so. ves And, uh, the telephone <ompany became
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[ U, evern o oamin, postmen oL .

) UJh-hun

oo .. . Were, 1 guess wnen I was growing up. we had one blaci.

o Jh-huh

o We had, and his name was Willle., and he vwas a really nice,
neat guy, and he lived in south El1 Paso.

i TT-, - i-

o Un-oah

o U, postmen, Fost Office didn ™t hire. It s true. whatever

that lady told vou, except for the Fopular. I go to tne

Fopular again, now. because my mother used ©o know a 1ot of

. :‘)':‘

oo Okay. But, uh, more of the departments were, like, uh, were

all Anglo, most of the attendants were Anglo?
C: Oh, [yes.]
e Most of the businesses?
o Uh, yes. It was just in the last, uh, when, sixties . . .
G Uhi-huh.  After the war . . . .

> Uh-huh.
C Students at, uh, {a] friend of mine told me. 5She went

directly from 3t. Joseph’ s to, uh, College of Mines.

S Uh-huhl.
C: When did it become Texas Western, in the sixties? Anyvway.

she went straight from high school.

S Oh-huh.
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i Arnd now, she teils me, she s retired from, she became 2
teacher, a principal tnd, uh. she now tells that Hispanics
Wwere Iew.

S Uh-huh,

C: + wasn t until after the war that, uh, this university
started admitting., well, not admitting them. but that they
felt free to go

S Uh-huh

C: £nd zhe said they would be clanish. They would be in thelr
owrn little group here.

o Mm-hm .

- And were they ostracized? Maybe. She said, We stayved in
our own little groups. We d get Logether.”

S They d stick together. Everybody would stay together

C: and stick together. I guess for protection.

o Jh-huh. Maybhe., [{yes.,] for different reasons.

C: Look at 1t now.

S {¥es.? {laughter;

C: They are now in the little group. {laughter) They stichk
together. I zee them. you Enow, sSo . . . Hispanics on the
rUnWAaY, vou Enow, sometimes I see a little group cf Anglos
over nere

3 {Yes.1 HNow, it s different. It s the opposite.

C: {Tes.] Well, 1T had to be.

2 [¥es.1 It had to be.

o But, back then, so I've seen that., that you guys don t see.

o Mm—-hmm. The change, how everything s chang

1

(S9N

O




o How eventually, it evolved to where the Hispanic is here,
now.

S (Yes.> That's true. Okay., then I would like to thank yvou
for the interview.

i Tou re very uelcome. 1 hope it comes of some help to vou.

3 UL course. 1t will., Thanks a lot for taking some time out

of your schedule.

END OF INTERVIEW
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