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Rosa  Mar t  i nez
November  17 ,  1993
By  Jav ie r  Sa lgado

Wor ld  War  I I

S :  I  wou ld  f i r s t  l i ke  t o  s ta r t  w i t h  a

you  we re  bo rn  and  we re  you  we re  bo rn?

M:  We l l ,  I  was  bo rn  he re

sou th  s i de  i t  was  ca l l ed

o f  t he  poo r  peop le  l i ved

o f  t own ,  i t  s t i l l  i s .  And

S :  Um,  Cou ld  you  t e l 1  me

fa the r?

l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  when

in  E l  Paso  i n  1920  i t  was  i n  t he

the  $econd  t l r a rd .  O f  cou rse  mos t

t he re ,  i t  was  t he  poo r  sec t i on

so  t ha t  i s  we re  I  was  bo rn .

a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  you r  mo the r  and

M:  My  mo the r  was  a  s i ng le  mo the r .  And  we  we re  f i ve  ch i l d ren

and  she  wo rked .  We  neve r  m i ssed  hav ing  any th i ng  you

know l i ke  t oys  and  t h i ngs  l i ke  t ha t .  Because  we  we re

no t  use  t o  l i v i ng  we  d id  no t  see  any th i ng  e l se  i n  t he

ne ighbo rhood  t ha t  you  envy  o r  you  wan t .  We  we re  happy .

S :  How many  b ro the rs  and  s i s t e r s  d i d  you  have?

M:  Th ree  s i s t e r s  and  one  b ro the r .  And  we  a l l  wen t  t o

schoo l  and  my  mo the r  encou raged  us  t o  go  t o  schoo l  and  she

was  a  ve ry  s t r i c t  mo the r .  She  sa id ,  " you  be t t e r  pass  a l l

you r  c l asses  o r  e l se . "  You  wou ld  ge t  pun i shed  t o .  " you

maybe  pun i shed  i n  schoo l  bu t  r  w i l l  pun i sh  you  l a te r  when

you  ge t  home .  "  (  Laugh te r  )

S :  So  schoo l  was  a  ve ry  h i eh  p r i o r i t y?

M:  Oh ,  yes  w i t h  my  mom.
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S:  Okey ,  wha t  d i d  you r  mo the r  do?

M:  She  use  t o  sQw a t  home  and  t ha t  i s  abou t  a l l .  She  was  a

ve ry  good  s t r i c t  mo the r  because  a t  t ha t  t ime  no t  eve rybody

wen t  t o  schoo l .  Because  t he  peop le  wou ld  t ake  t he i r

ch i l d ren  ou t  t o  t he  co t t on  f i e l ds  t o  p i ck  co t t on  du r i ng

Sep tember  and  we  wou ld  no t  see  ou r  schoo l  ma tes  un t i l

November  o r  December  when  t hey  came  back  f r om the  f i e l ds .

Bu t  my  mo the r  d i d  no t .  She  wo rked  a t  home  and  she  he lped

fam i l i es  some t imes  you  know ,  o r  d i d  one  days  wo rk  a t  home

c lean ing ,  bu t  mos t l y  she  s tayed  home .

S :  D id  she  speak  t o  you  i n  Eng l i sh  o r  i n  Span i sh?

M:  I n  Span i sh .  She  l ea rned  Eng l i sh  by  hea r i ng  us  speak

a f t e r  we  came  home  f r om schoo l .  We  use  t o  speak  i n  Ene l i sh

so  she  wou ld  no t  know  wha t  we  we re  t a l k i ng  abou t .

( Laugh te r )  And  once  she  su rp r i sed  us  and  she  sa id ,  " I  hea rd

wha t  you  sa id ,  I  know  wha t  you  sa id .  "

S :  You  we re  su rp r i sed?

M :  Y e s  b e c a u s e  s h e  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e  l e s s o n  f r o m  t h e  y o u n g e s t

o n e  w h e n  h e  w a s  i n  f i r s t  g r a d e  a n d  h e  w o u l d  t e l l  h i m  t o  r e a d

t h a t * w h a t  i s  t h a t ?  J a n e  a n d  T e r r y  o r  T e r r y  a n d  t h e  d o g  a n d

w h a t e v e r .  S o  m y  b r o t h e r  w o u l d  r e a d ,  a n d  s h e  l e a r n e d .  S h e

l e a r n e d  t o  r e a d  b u t  s h e  w o u l d  n o t  s p e a k  b e c a u s e  s h e  w a s

e m b a r r a s s e d .  S h e  w o u l d  n o t  s p e a k  E n g l i s h  b e c a u s e  s h e  w a s

embar rassed  bu t  she  wou ld  unde rs tand  i t

S :  Tha t  i s  i nc red ib l e .

M :  I t  i s  i n c r e d i b l e .  ( L a u g h t e r )  W e  l e a r n e d  t h e  h a r d  w a y

' t h a t  s h e  w a s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  u s .
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S:  One  day  i t  happened .  Cou ld

abou t  t he  schoo l s  you  wen t  t o?

M:  I  wen t  t o  Aoy  schoo l  i t  i s

you  t e1 l  me  a  l i t t l e  b i t

o n  C a m p b e l l  a n d S ; e v e n t h

s t r e e t .

S :  I { h a t  w a s  i t  c a l l e d  a g a i n ?

M :  A o y  A - O - Y .  A n d  w e  w e r e  t a u g h t  b y  E n g l i s h  s p e a k i n g

t e a e h e r s .  A n g l o  t e a c h e r s .  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  M e x i c a n  t e a c h e r s

w h e n  I  w e n t .

S :  0 h  r e a l  l v .

M:  Rea l l y .  Un t i l  l a t e r  on  when ,  I  t h i nk  i t  was  i n  s i x t h

g rade  when  t he re  we re  two  span i sh  speak ing  Mex i can  t eache rs .

Bu t  we  had  t o  l ea rn  Eng l i sh ,  we  rea l l y  had  t o .  The re  was

no th ing  l i ke  t oday  l i ke  Eng l i sh  as  a  second  l anguage .  No ,

oo ,  no .  We  s ta r t ed  r i gh t  away

S :  You  had  t o  l ea rn .

M :  Y e s .  T h e y  t a u g h t  u s  w i t h  t h o s e ,  w h a t  d o  t h e y  c a l l  t h e m ?

F l a s h c a r d s ?  W e r e  t h e y  h a d  R - A - T  r a t ,  D - O - G  d o g  w i t h  t h o s e .

S :  T h a t  i s  h o w  y o u  l e a r n e d  h o w  t o  s p e a k  B n g l i s h ?

M :  A h  h u h .  f n  f a c t  I  w i l l  t e l 1  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s  f u n n y .

T h e y  t o l d  u s  t h a t  i f  w e  w a n t e d  t o  g o  t o  t h e  r e s t r o o m ,  t o

r a i s e  o u r  h a n d s  a n d  s a y ,  " M a y  I  b e  e x c u s e d ? "  S o  w h e n  I  w e n t

h o m e ,  I  s a i d  I  k n o w  h o w  t o  s a y  c a n  I  g o  t o  t h e  b a t h r o o m .

S h e  s a i d  ( M o t h e r )  h o w  d o  y o u  s a y  i t ?  I  w a n t  t o  g o  t o  t h e

e x c u s e  m e .  ( L a u g h t e r )  S o  i t  w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  e x c u s e  m e .  I

w a s  t h e  o l d e s t  a n d  m y  
" i " t e . " , ' / r  

a m  g o i n g  t o  t h e  e x c u s e  r n . . t '

S:  Eve rybody  t hough t  i t  was  t he  excuse  me .

M:  Yes ,  bu t  we  l ea rned  Eng l i sh ,  we  l ea rned  i t  t ha t  way
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S:  Was  i t  a  f as t  and  e f f ec t i ve  way  t o  l ea rn  Eng l i sh?

M:  r  t h i nk  so .  we  a l l  d i d ,  we  had  t o .  A l r  o f  us  t ha t  we re

go ing  t o  schoo l .  r t  was  unbe l i evab le .  Tha t  we  s ta r t ed

know ing  no th i ng ,  you  know  i n  t he  f i r s t  g rade  and  t hen  by  t he

end  o f  May  we  knew a  few  words .  Then  we  knew how to  exp ress

ou rse l ves  a  l i t t 1e  b i t .

S :  Tha t  was  i n  e l emen ta ry  r i gh t?

M:  Yes .  A f t e r  t ha t  r  wen t  t o  Bow ie  Jun io r  H ieh  schoo l .

They  haa  i t  i n  t he  same  p laee ,  t hey  had  seven th  and  e i gh th

a t  Bow ie  H igh  schoo l .  And  t hen  r  wen t  t he re .  I  en joyed  i t ,

bu t  i t  was  du r i ng  t he  Dep ress ion  and  eve rybody  was  b roke ,

eve rybody .  And  so  t hey  had  a  p rog ram tha t  was  ca l l ed  t he

NYA,  Na t i ona l  You th  Adm in i s t r a t i on  r  be l i eve  t ha t  p res iden t

Rooseve l t  pu t  i n t o  e f f ec t  r  be l i eve .  r t  was  t o  he lp  poo r

peop le .  They  gave  us  a  j ob  pay ing  us  f i ve  do l l a r s  a  mon th .

Tha t  was  a  l o t  o f  money  q t  t ha t  t ime  and  so  r  use  to  work

the re  and  t he  g i r l s  wou ld  ge t  t o  c l ean  t he  e rase rs  and  t he

b lackboa rds .  And  t he  boys  wou ld  he lp  t he  j an i t o r s  on

sa tu rdays .  on  sa tu rdays  on l y  and  t hey  wou ld  pay  us  f i ve

do l1a rs .

S :  So  you  we re  i nvo l ved  w i t h  t ha t?

M:  Yes  r  was  i nvo l ved  w i t h  t ha t .  yes  r  s t a r t ed  wo rk i ng

the re .

s :  Tha t  i s  we re  you  f i r s t  s t a r t ed  wo rk i ng?  How o ld  we re

you?

M:  I  t h i nk  f  was  abou t  f ou r t een .  I  was  a  F reshmen .

S :  You  we re  a  F reshman?
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M:  Ah  huh ,  t ha t  was  i n  1934 .

S :  And  a f t e r  t ha t  you  wen t  t o  Bow ie  H igh  Schoo l?

M:  Yes  I  f i n i shed  h i gh  schoo l .

S :  I { ha t  yea r  d i d  you  g radua te  f  r om Bow ie?

M:  f  g radua ted  i n  1938 .  F i f t y - seven  yea rs  ago .

Unbe l i evab le  huh?

S :  I t  i s .

M :  Yes ,  I  g radua ted  f r om the re  and  I  s t a r t ed  wo rk i ng  f i r s t

a t  a  f ac to r y .  I  was  coun t i ng  t he  wha teve r  t he  peop le  we re

sew ing  you  know  I  had  a  l i s t  and  coun ted  t hem,  wha t  t hey  d i d

how much  the re  ou tpu t  and  wha teve r  t hey  were  sew ing .

S :  I { e re  you  l  i ke  a  supe rv i so r?

M:  No ,  I  was  a  c l e r k .  La te r  on  I  f ound  ou t  t ha t  t hey

needed  c l e r ks  a t  t he  immig ra t i on  o f f i ce?

S :  How d id  you  f i nd  ou t  abou t  t ha t?

M:  You  know  we re  t hey  have  t he  adds  f o r  t he  c i v i l

t hey  use  t o  have  t hem down town  i n  t he  pos to f f i ce .

wou ld  pu t  t he  l i s t s  and  t ha t  i s  we re  we  wou ld  go .

S :  You  wou ld  go  a f t e r  wo rk?  To  see  wha t  k i nd  o f

j obs  we re  ava i l ab le?

s e  r v 1  c e

T h e y

d i  f f  e r e n t

M :  Y e s .  I  h a d  s t u d i e d  t y p i n g  a n d  s h o r t h a n d  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l

s o ,  I  a p p l i e d  a s  a  c l e r k  a n d  I  g o t  t h e  j o b  a s  a  c l e r k .

S :  W h a t  w e r e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ?  W e r e  t h e r e  a n y

p r e r e q u i s i t e s  t o  g e t  t h a t  j o b ?

M:  f  was  l ucky .  Because  eve rybody  asked  f o r  you r  p rev ious

expe r i ence  bu t  I  had  t h i s  p rev ious  expe r i ence  o f  be ing  c l e r k

so  I  was  h i r ed  as  a  c l e r k  t yp i s t .  Mos t  o f  i t  was  f i l i ng ,
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t he  o f f i ces  we re  i n  San ta  Fe  b r i dge .  So  I  s t ayed  t he re

un t i l  t he  wa r .  When  t he  wa r  s ta r t ed  and  t hey  opened  t he

censo rsh ip  o f  f  i ce ,  a  l o t  o f  us  wen t  t o  app l y -a  l o t  o f  Bow ie

H ieh  Schoo l  g radua tes .

S :  A  l o t  o f  Bow ie  H ieh  g radua tes .

M:  And  you  know how I  knew tha t ,  because  when  I  s ta r ted

work i ng  t he re  t he re  we re  a  l o t  o f  f r i ends  t he re .  Schoo l

f r i ends  f r om Bow ie ,  Because  t hey  needed  t r ans la to r s ,  no t

j us t  Span i sh  and  Eng l i sh ;  Russ ian ,  Ge rman ,  Ch inese .  A11

k inds  o f  peop le  t ha t  knew  d i f f e ren t  l anguages .

S :  Rea l l y ,  and  t hey  we re  be ing  rec ru i t ed  i n  E l  Paso?

M:  I n  E l  Paso  t o  wo rk  i n  t he  censo rsh ip  o f f i ce .

S :  Were  t he re  a  l o t  o f  peop le  t ha t  go t  t he  j ob  as  Russ ian ,

Japanese  and  Ch inese  t r ans la to r s?

M:  Those  we re  spec ia l  because  mos t  we re  Span i sh  and  Eng l i sh

because  o f  t he  co r responden ts  com ing  f r om Mex i co .  Bu t  t hey

d id  have  a l l  k i nds  o f  l anguages .  They  had  a  l anguage

depa r tmen t  t ha t  was  spec ia l .  Okey ,  as  I  had  wo rked  f o r  t he

immig ra t i on ,  t hey  ass igned  me  to  t he  immig ra t i on  sec t i on  o f

c e n s o r s h i p .  T h e y  h a d  d e p a r t m e n t s .

S :  T h e y  h a d  d i f f e r e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s .  W h y  w e r e  y o u

i n t e r e s t e d ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t o  g e t  t h a t  j o b  a s  a  c e n s o r  a s  a

t  r a n s  l a t o r  ?

M :  B e c a u s e  I  k e p t  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  t o  l o o k  f o r  a

b e t t e r  j o b .  ( L a u g h t e r )

S :  O k e y ,  s o  i t  w a s  b e t t e r  p a y i n g  t h e n ?

M :  0 h  y e s .



4+

S :  H o w  m u c h  w e r e  y o u  b e i n g  p a i d  a s  a  c l e r k  a s  o p p o s e d  t o

w h e n  y o u  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  p a i d  a s  a  t r a n s l a t o r ?

M :  I { e l l ,  I  w a s  g e t t i n g  a b o u t  1 e t ' s  s e e ,  t h o s e  w a g e s  a r e

u n b e l i e v a b l e  t o  m e  n o w .  I  w a s  g e t t i n g  a b o u t  t h i r t y  d o l l a r s

a  w e e k .  A n d  t h e n  w h e n  I  s t a r t e d  a s  a  j u n i o r  c e n s o r s h i p

c l e r k  I  w o u l d  b e  g e t t i n g  a b o u t  f i f t y .

S:  And  t h i s  was  wo rk i ng  a t  f o r t y  hou rs  a  week  o r  f u l l  t ime?

M:  Work ing  f o r t y  hou rs  a  week .  And  t ha t  was  a  l o t  o f  money

a t  t ha t  t ime .  So  t ha t  i s  how  I  go t  t he  j ob ,  I  made  an

app l i ca t i on  and  I  go t  t he  j ob .

S :  And  when  you  s ta r t ed  wo rk i ng  as  a  t r ans la to r  how  much

were  you  ge t t i ng  pa id  t hen?

M:  We l l  I  go t  a  l o t  mo re .

S :  As  a  j un io r  supe rv i so r?

M:  As  a  j un io r  censo rsh ip  c l e r k  I  go t  mo re  t han  be ing  a

c le r k  t yp i s t .  I  s t ayed  t he re  un t i l  t he  wa r  was  ove r .  When

they  c l osed  t he  censo rsh ip .  So  t hen  I  wen t  t o  wo rk  a t  Fo r t

B l i s s .  We l l  t he  wa r  was  ove r  so  now  they  we re  d i scha rg ing

the  so ld i e r s ,  so  t hen  I  wen t  t o  t he ,  wha t  was  i t  ca l l ed?

Sepa ra t i on  Cen te r  a t  Love land  He igh t s  and  t he re  I  wo rked  as

a  c l e r k  t yp i s t  aga in  and  by  t ha t  t ime  t hey  had  e l ec t r i c

t ypewr i t e r s .  So  I  had  t o  l ea rn  how  to  use  t he  e l ec t r i c

t ypewr i t e r .  The re  I  was  a  supe rv i so r  f o r  a  wh i l e .  Fo r  a

coup le  o f  yea rs  I  was  a  supe rv i so r .  They  sepa ra ted  a l l  t he

so ld i e r ss the  wa r  was  ove r ,  and  so  I  had  t o  l ook  f o r  ano the r

j ob .



/1

So I  go t  a  j ob  w i th  a  company  tha t  impor ted  and

expo r ted  Mex i can  cu r i ous .  Bu t  I  s t i l 1  was  l ook ing  t o  go

back  i n to  c i v i l  se r v i ce .  Then  I  wo rked  one  yea r  f o r  t he

company  and  t hen  I  wen t  t o  wo rk  f o r  a  t e l escope  company ,  and

the re  f  was  t he  sh ipp ing  c l e r k .  Tha t  I  r ece i ved  a l l  t he

te l eseopes  t ha t  we re  re tu rned  and  I  f ound  ou t  wha t  was  w rong

w i t h  t hem,  sen t  t hem to  ge t  f i xed  and  t hen  t ake  t hem back

and  then  saw tha t  eve ry th ing  was  done .  And  then  have  them

sh ipped  ou t  aga in .  Bu t  I  was  s t i l l  l ook ing  t o  go  baek  t o

c i v i l  se r v i ce  so  I  wen t  and  app l i ed  and  I  go t  a  j ob  a t

Bu lmon t  Hosp i t a l .  And  t he re  I  wo rked  as  a  wa r  sec re ta r y ,

you  know  the  ones  t ha t  keep  t he  f i l e s  f o r  t he  pa t i en t s  and

take  d i c t a t i on  and  eve ry th i ng  f o r  t he  doc to r s .  Tha t  was  my

las t  j ob

S :  Tha t  was  you r  l as t

censo rsh ip  j ob  d i d  you

M :  N o .

S:  You  d id  no t

M :  Yes ,  bu t  t o

S :  T h e r e  w a s  a

j ob .  0key ,  Be t t i ng  baek  t o  t he

wea r  un i f o rms?

wear  un i f o rms  you  j us t

ge t  t ha t  j ob  we  had  t o

backg round  sea rch?

came as  you  were?

be  i nves t i ga ted .

M :  Oh  yes .

S :  You  had  t o  be  a  Un i t ed  S ta tes  c i t i zen  I  suppose?

M:  Oh  yes .  They  go  and  ask  you r  ne ighbors ,

S :  They  wen t  t o  go  ask  you r  ne ighbo rs  abou t  you?

M:  Yes  i t  has  t o  be  a  secu r i t y .  We  had  a  secu r i t v  check .

T {e  had  to  pass  tha t .
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S:  D id  t hey  t e l l  you  t hey  we re  go ing  t o  do  t ha t  o r  d i d  you

f i nd  ou t  abou t  t he  backg round  check?

M:  Yes  o f  cou rse  t he  ne ighbo rs  a re  ve ry  e l ose .  ( Laugh te r )

S :  So  who  was  i t  t ha t  t o l d  you  t ha t  t hey  came  ask ing  abou t

you?

M:  And  o f  cou rse  i n  t he

see  t he  F .  B .  I  .  w i t h  t he re

a l l  t ha t  s t u f f .  I  mean ,

a re  l ook ing  f o r  someone  )

S :  Was  eve rybody  sca red?

M:  Yes .

Mex i can  sec t i on

ha ts  and  t he re

"Andan  buscando

o f  t own ,  you  can

coa ts  and  you  know

a  a lgu ien "  (They

Nobody  wan ts  to  say  any th ing

S :  Tha t  i s  how  they  s ta r t ed  ask ing  ques t i ons  abou t

you?

M;  Abou t  my  f am i l y .

S :  Abou t  you r  f am i l y  t o?

M:  Yes ,

S :  Eve ry th i ng?

M:  Yes ,  I  guess  we  we re  a l l  good  c i t i zens  I  guess Bu t  I

passed  i t .  
#

S :  O k e y .  W h e n  y o u  a p p l i e d  d i d  y o u v t h e  j o b  r i g h t  a w a y ?  O r

a f t e r  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k ?  H o w  l o n g  w a s  t h e  t i m e  b e t w e e n

y o u  m a k i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  t i m e  y o u  g o t  h i r e d ?

M :  T h e y  n e e d e d  t h e  p e o p l e  s o  i t  w a s  d o n e  r e a l  f a s t .  M a y b e

t h r e e  w e e k s ,  f o u r  w e e k s  m a y b e  a  m o n t h  y e s .  A f t e r  I  a p p l i e d

B e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  h i r i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  r e a l  f a s t ,  t h e y  w e r e

s e t t i n g  u p  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

S :  T h e r e  w a s  a  h i g h  d e m a n d ?
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M :  O h  y e s .

S :  C o u l d  y o u  t e l l  m e  ( D e s c r i b e )  a  d a y  a s  a  t r a n s l a t o r ?

W o u l d  y o u  p u n c h  i n ?  W h a t  t i m e  y o u  g o t  t h e r e  a n d  w h a t  y o u

d i d  t h e  w h o l e  d a y  u n t i l  t h e  m o m e n t  y o u  p u n c h e d  o u t ,

M :  W e  s i g n e d  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  a t  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k .  T h e n  t h e r e

w a s  a  t a b l e ,  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  t e n  o f  u s  o r  e i g h t  o f  u s ,

t h a t  w a s  t h e . J m m i  g r a t i o n  D p . r t m e n t .  A n d  t h e n  t h e y  g a v e  u s

a  s t a c k  o f  l e t t e r s  a n d  t h e n  w e  s t a r t e d  r e a d i n g  t h e m ,  a n d

c h e c k i n g  t h e  e n v e l o p e s  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g .  W e  h a d  t o  c h e c k  t h e

e n v e l o p e  r e a l  g o o d .  P u t  i t  t o  t h e  l i g h t  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e

w a s  n o t  a n y t h i n g  i n  b e t w e e n r  y o u  k n o w  w h e r e  i t  i s  p a s t e d .

T o  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a n y t h i n g  w r i t t e n  t h e r e .

S :  i {hy was tha t  ?

M:  Because  t ha t  i s  whe re  t he re  cou ld  be  messages ,  t ha t  we re

no t  suppose  t o  see .  I t  was  rea l l y  l i ke  C loak  and  Dagge r .

S :  D id  t hey  t each  you  a l l  t h i s  s t u f f ,  t o  l ook  f o r  ce r t a i n

th i ngs?

M:  Yes .

S :  T h e y  g a v e  y o u  l i k e  a  s e m i n a r  o n  h o w  t o . . .

M :  Y e a h  t h e y  g a v e  u s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w h e n  w e  s t a r t e d .  B e c a u s e

w h o  w o u l d  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e  e n v e l o p e .

I t  m i g h t  b e  w r i t t e n  w i t h  t h a t  i n v i s i b l e  i n k .  I  t h i n k  w e

a l s o  t e s t e d  f o r  t h a t  b e c a u s e  s o m e t h i n g s  c o u l d  b e  j - n v i s i b l e .

S :  R e a l l 1  a n d  h o w  l o n g  d i d  t h e y  g i v e  y o u  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o n

t h a t ?
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M:  You  kno rv  I  do  no t  r emember ,  bu t  we  we re  i ns t r uc ted

because  I  d i d  no t  know  any th i ng  abou t  t ha t .  So  t hen  we

worked  un t i l  10 :00  d . rn . ,  we  go t  a  b reak  a t  10 :00  a .m .

S :  How l ong  wou ld  t he  b reak  be?

M:  F i f t een  m inu tes .  And  t hen  we  wou ld  come  back ,  a t  12 :OO

p .m. ,  we  wen t  t o  l unch .  Come  back  a t  1 :00  p .m .and  s ta r t ed

the  sane  t h i ne .  Go t  a  b reak  a t  2 :00  p .m .and  t hen  we  we re

ou t  by  5 :00  p .m .

S :  So  you  we re  ou t  by  5 :00  a .m .  t hen?

11 :  F i ve  days  a  week .

S :  F i ve  days  a  week  Monday  t h rough  F r i day?  And  no  wo rk i ng

a t  a l l  on  Sa tu rday  o r  Sunday?

M:  No .

S :  So  i t  was  a  regu la r  8 :00  a .m .  t o  5 :00  p .m .  j ob?

M:  Tha t  i s  why  I  l i ked  wo rk i ng  f o r  t he  f ede ra l  gove rnmen t

(  Laugh te r  )

S :  I  w o u l d  t o ,  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  p e r f e c t .

M :  Y e a h  b e c a u s e - - y o u  k n o w ,  p r i v a t e  c o m p a n i e s  y o u  u s u a l l y

h a v e  t o  w o r k  h a l f  a  d a y  o n  S a t u r d a y .  S o  I  w a s  a l w a y s  r e a d y

t o  g o  b a c k  t o  c i v i l  s e r v i c e .

S :  S o  y o u  w e r e  a l w a y s  l o o k i n g  f o r  c i v i l  s e r v i c e .  B e s i d e s

e n v e l o p e s ,  w h a t  o t h e r  s t u f f  w o u l d  y o u . . .

M :  W e  h a d  t o  r e a d  t h e  l e t t e r s .  T o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a n y

m e s s a g e s  o r  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  m i g h t  i m p l y  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g

s o m e t h i n g - - y o u  k n o w ,  s o m e t h i n g  u n u s u a l  t h a t  w a s  n o t  s u p p o s e

t o  b e  t h e r e .
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S:  0key ,  and  whe re  we re  wou ld  you  ge t  t he  l e t t e r s  f r om?

Wou ld  t hey  be  s to l en?

M :  N o ,  a l l  t h e  m a i l .

d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s .

S :  S o  y o u  w o u l d  r e a d

M :  T h e n  w e  w o u l d  s e a l

S:  And  send  t hem to .  .  .

M :  Yes .  (To  t he  pe rson

susp i c i ous  t hey  wou ld  be

they  wou ld  see  wha t .

S :  Wha t  t he  p rope r

M:  Yes .  The  p rope r

we  j us t - -  i f  we  saw

susp i c i ous  we  wou ld

S :  W h a t  w o u l d  b e  a n

M:  We l l  du r i ng  t he

S :  J u s t  a n y t h i n g ?

M :  A n y t h i n g .

S :  T h a t  w a s o u t  o f

A 1 1  t h e  m a i

I t  h a d  t o  b e

t h e m  f i r s t ?

t h e m  a g a i n .

t h e  o r d i n a r y .

w a s  o u t  o f  t h e

n o t  r e m e m b e r .

c o m i n g  i n  f r o m

w o u l d  h a p p e n ?

a d d r e s s e d )  I f  t h e r e  w a s  a n y t h i n g

g i v e n  t o  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r .  A n d  t h e n

ac t i on  wou ld  be?

ac t i on  t o  t ake .  We  neve r  t ook  ac t i on ,

some th ing  susp i c i ous  o r  r ead  some th ing

g i ve  i t  t o  t he  supe rv i so r .

examp le  o f  some th ing  susp i c i ous?

war - - you  know .

I  t ha t  was

read .

Then  wha t

f i n d  a n y t h i n g  t h a t

M :  I  a m  g l a d  I  d o

S :  W h y ?

Did  you  i n

o rd ina ry?

(  Laugh te r  )

pa r t i cu l a r

M :  B e c a u s e  w e

j o b s .

S :  S o  y o u  w e r e

M :  B e c a u s e  a s

S :  R e a l  1 y .

n o t  r e a l 1 y  a l l o w e d  t o  t a l k

s o o n  a s  I  g o t  o u t  o f  w o r k  I

abou t  t ha t?

fo rgo t  abou t  i t

w e r e  s w o r n  t h a t  w e wou ld  no t  t a l k  abou t  ou r
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M:  Yes ,  because  we  we re  suppose  t o .  Because  t hey  had  a

say ing  t he re - -wha t  i s  i t  t hey  use  t o  say?  Loose  l i ps  s i nk

sh ips .

S :  Tha t  i s  t he  l i ne  t hey  gave  you?

M:  Yes .  I t  was  a  sec re t ,  t ha t  i s  why  t he  sec re t  se rv i ce

had  t o  c l ea r  us .  Because  we  we re  no t  suppose  t o  t a l k  abou t

wha t  we  d i d ,  o r  wha t  we  read ,  no th i ng .

S :  So  a f t e r  wo rk  you  cou ld  no t  t a l k  abou t  i t  t o  anybody?

No t  even  you r  husband  o r  you r  boy f r i end  o r  nobody .

M :  No .

S :  Do  you  remember  somebody  e l se  f i nd ine  some th ing?

M:  No  no th i ng .  We  a l l  wo rked  l i ke  t ha t - - you  know ,  l i ke

a f t e r  wo rk  we  f o rgo t  abou t  i t .  We  neve r  d i scussed  i t .

S :  L i ke  you  sa id  mos t  o f  t he  peop le  t ha t  wo rked  t he re  we re

Bow ie  g radua tes?  Were  t he re  more  ma le  o r  f ema le  o r  was  i t

equa l  ?

M:  More  o r  l ess  t he re  we re

was  t he  wa r .  The  o l de r  men

S :  En l  i s t ed?

M:  No  t he  younge r  we re  en l

m e n .  N o t  m a n y  s o  i t  w a * q  i  ;

S :  S o  i t  w a s  f l o s i  ' '

w o i t  j  . i  \

i\,1 .

,  r t  e v r i l

t . i t t t n e r .

a  1o t

we re .

. \ ' ( J a y  ( L a u g h t e r :

l ' 0 r  u s  r t  w a s

o f  f e m a l e s . O t  (  r )

{tr u r,l t

w h a t

i l 1 0 \ i l e 5  t - } 1
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o f  l a d i e r  i

( j . .  i  .  . : . :  i : i l d  m o v e d ,  t h a t  t h e y

i  i  , :  .  . , . r , ) , r , i t  , _ .  i . e f e  t f a n S f e f f e d _ _ W e  m e t

. '  ; ; , r  " r i r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

i ) r r f  l . l 1 g  t h a t  t i m e ?

:  i h d t  t i m e .

' :  r  r r ' ; i r - l  you  wou ld  j us t  mee t  t hem a l l  . ve r  t he  p l ace?

M:  we l l  t hey  use  t o  wo rk  w i t h  us  f o r  a  f ew  mon ths  o r  maybe
as  l ong  as  t hey  cou ld  un t i l  t he i r  husbands  we re  t r ans fe r red .
o r  i f  t hey  we re  t r ans fe r red  and  t hey  s tayed  he re  t hey  wou rd
work  l onge r .  Bu t  we  knew  q lo t  o f  peop le__espec ia l l y  I  knew
a  g i r l  f r om F l< l r i da  t ha t  was  new ly  mar r i ed .  And  t hen
o the rs  f r om ou t  o f  t own ,  f r om o the r  s t a tes .  And  we  use  t o
g0  t o  Jua rez  f o r  d i nne rs .

S :  Rea1 l y .  And  how  o1d  we re  you  when

M:  I  was  i n  my  ea r l y  twen t i es ,  twen ty

th i nk .

S :  W h e n  t h e  w a r  b r o k e  o u t ,  w h a t  w a s  y o u r  r e a c t i o n ?

M :  W e l l  t h e r e  w a s  n o - - I  h a d  s o m e  c o u s i n s ,  a n d  w e  w e r e

wor r i ed  because  t hey  we re  1_ - i  e i g h t e e n  y e a r  o l d s .  A n d
h a d  a  c o u p l e  o f  c o u s i n s  t h a t  w e r e  e i g h t e e n .  A n d  t h e y  w e r e

d r a f t e d .  A n d  o f  c o u r s e  i n  m y  f a m i l y  m y  b r o t h e r  w a s  t h e
y o u n g e s t - - h e  w a s  j u s t  a  b a b y ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  w o r r i e d .  A n d

l a t e r  o n  w h e n  m y  s i s t e r  g r a d u a t e d ,  t w o  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a  1 0 t
o f  h e r  s c h o o l m a t e s  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  a r m y .

t . i r c r -e  t i ' e , i ' e

r  | l ,  t i  i

i - ' t '  j r  j

a lo  t

, '  ,  i t 8 .

you . . .

o r  twen ty -one  I
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S:  0h  rea l l y .  So  you  we re  wo r r i ed  f o r

and  f o r  f am i l y  t ha t  we re  go ing  t o  wa r ,

conce rn?

p e o p l e  w h o  y o u  k n e w

t h a t  w a s  y o u r  m a i n

S

M

M:  Yes .  And  o f  cou rse  we  we re  g i ven  coupons  f o r  bu t t e r ,

and  m i l k ,  suga r .  Bu t  r  was  t h i nk i ng  wha t  am go ing  t e l r

Jav ie r  ( r n te r v i ewe r )  t ha t  we  m issed  a l l  t ha t?  No  r  d i d  no t

and  you  know why?  Because  we  were  so  poo r  tha t  we  d id  no t

m iss  t he  bu t t e r  because  we  d id  no t  buy  bu t t e r .  ( Laugh te r )

I { e  d i d  no t  buy  -q l o t  o f  m i l k .  so  my  mo the r  d i d  we l l  w i t h

he r  coupons  r  so  i n  t ha t  way  we  d id  no t  su f f e r .  The  on rv

th i ng  i s  t ha t  we  cou ld  no t  ge t  n i ce  shoes  because . . .

The  ra t i on ing .

No ,  t he  s tock ings  t he  ny lon  s tock ing  we re  ra t i oned .

S :  Tha t  caused  a l o t  o f  p rob lems?

M:  We l l  yes .  ( Laugh te r )  We  had  t o  l ea rn  how  to  s top  t he

runs  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  na i l  po l i sh .  And  t hen  ou r  shoes__

we l  l  bv l i r a t  t  ime  r  was  wea r i ng  h i gh  hee l  shoes ,  and  t he  so res

were  made  o f  r ubbe r .  I { e l l  t ha t  was  no t  r ea l  n i ce  was  i t ?

Bu t  we  made  good l  we  made  good .

S :  So  i t  d i d  no t  r ea l l y  e f f ec t  you  t ha t  much ,  t he

ra t  i on ing?

M:  No  i t  r ea11y - -and  I  was  t h i nk i ng  abou t  i t  and  r  sa i d  t he

ra t i on ing  i t  d i d  no t  e f f ec t  us  ve ry  much .  we  we re  use  t o

i t ,  and  my  mo the r  had  a lways  g i ven  us  j us t  a  r i t t l e  b i t  o f

suga r .  she  gave  a  swee t  mea l  bu t  she  wou ld  j us t ,  oh  j us t  a

t i p  o f  t he  t easpoon  o r  suga r .  so  we  we re  no t  use  t o  t he
suga r .  We  d id  no t  ea t  candv .
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S :  Y o u  d i d  n o t  e a t  c a n d y ?

M :  ( L a u g h t e r )  A n d  n o t  b e c a u s e  w e  w e r e  t a k i n g

t e e t h .  (  L a u g h t e r  )

S :  T h a t  w a s  n o t  t h e  r e a s o n .

M :  W e  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  i t .  ( L a u g h t e r )

S :  T h a t  i s  w e i r d .  I  w a s  a l s o  g o i n g  t o  a s k  y o u

a b o u t  t h e  G e r m a n  a n d  I t a l i a n  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  w e r e

ca re  o f  ou r

d id  you  know

be ing  kep t

i n  E l  Paso?

M:  No ,  bu t  wha t  I  r ead  abou t  was  abou t  t he  Japanese  and  t he

Ch inese .

S :  Oh ,  t he  Japanese  and  t he  Ch inese .  Where  was  t h i s  a t?

M:  Tha t  t hey  we re  t aken  t hem f rom the re  f a rms  he re  i n  New

Mex i co  o r  whe re  eve r  t hey  had  a  f a rm .  And  t hey  we re  pu t  i n

a  concen t ra t i on  camp .  The  Japanese .

S :  D o  y o u  r e m e m b e r  w h e r e  t h a t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p  w a s

l o c a t e d  a t ?

M :  N o  n o t  h e r e  i n  E l  P a s o ,  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s  a r o u n d

C a l  i f o r n i a .

S :  O k e y .

M :  B u t  f  a m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  t h a t  t h i n g  w e  h e a r d .  A n d  o f

c o u r s e  t h e r e  w e r e  p e o p l e  w h o  t a l k e d  t o - - i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n  o f

t o w n  w e r e  I  I  i v e d .  (  L a u g h t e r  )

S :  E v e r y t h i n g  g o t  a r o u n d .  A 1 1  t h e  n e w s  w a s  t h e r e ?

M :  T h a t  i s  i t .

S :  R e a l  1 y ?
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M:  Yes .  Bu t  i t  was  i n te res t i ng

so ld i e r s  had  t o  go  was  down town .

so ld i e r s .

because  t he

So  i t  was

on l y  p l ace  t he

fu l 1  o f

S :  A l w a y s  f u l l  o f  s o l d i e r s .

M :  Y e s  t h e r e  w a s  a - - w h a t  w o u l d  t h e y  c a l l  t h e m ,  t h e r e  w a s  a

l - 1 a l 1  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  f  o r  t h e  s o l d i e r s .  A n d  t h e y  h e l d  d a n c e s

t h e r e .

S :  O h  t h e v  d i d ? Eve ry  Sa tu rday  o r  eve ry  weekend?

i t  open  eve ryday .M :  We l l  t hey  had

S  :  O h  r e a l  l y ?

M:  Yes

no t - - no

the  g i r l

S :  D id

M:  No .

because  t he re

p lace  t o  go .

s  wen t  t he re

you  eve r  go?

were  so  many

And  so  they

and  they  wen t

so ld i e r s  t ha t  t hev  d i d

had  tha t  down town .  And

to  t he  dances .

S :  Y o u  n e v e r  w e n t ?

M :  N o ,  b u t  s o m e  o f  m y  f r i e n d s  f r o m

S :  T h e y  d i d ?

M :  Y e s .

t he  censo rsh ip  d i d .

S :  A n d  t h e y  w o u l d  t e l l  y o u . . .

M :  O h  y e s  t h e y  h a d  a  g o o d  t i m e  a l l  t h e  t i m e

S :  W h a t  d i d  t h e  n i g h t  c o n s i s t  o f ?

M :  I  t h i n k  t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e m .  T h e y  h a d  t h a t  p a p e r  w e r e

h a d  s o l d i e r s .  T h o s e  c a l 1 s  w e r e  c a l l e d  s o m e t h i n e - - I  d o

r e m e m b e r  t h e  n a m e .  B u t  t h e y  h a d  t h o s e  h a l l s  w i t h

v o l u n t e e r s .  A n d  t h e y  h a d  m u s i c  a n d  t h e y  h a d  d o n u t s  a n d

t h e y

n o t
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co f f ee .  And  g i r l s  wou ld  go  t he re  and  t hey  wou ld  dance  w i t h

the  so ld i e r s .  .  .  (  End  o f  s i de  one  )

S :  Okey  you  we re  t a l k i ng  abou t  t he  so ld i e r s .

M :  They  we re  ve ry  f r i end l y .  We l l  t hey  d i d  no t  have

any th i ng  e l se  t o  do ,  t he re  was  no th i ng  t o  do .

S :  I n  E l  Paso?

M:  Tha t  i s  wha t  t hey  say r  t hey  sa id ,  "The re  i s  no th i ng  t o

do  he re . "  Bu t  any r4 ' ay  t hey  had  t he  dance  a t  t he  rec rea t i on

ha1 l .  r  knew  some  o f  t he  g i r l s  t ha t  wen t  t he re ,  and  t hey

had  a  good  t ime .  And  we  wou ld  a1so ,  maybe  once  a  week ,  Bo

to  Jua rez  t o  a  n i gh t c l ub .

S :  Rea l l y .  How  was  t he  n i gh t l i f e  t hen  i n  Jua rez?

M:  oh  my  goodness  i t  was  beau t i f u l .  A t  t he  t ime  yes .  They

had  some  ve ry  n i ce  c l ubs

was  one  o f  t he  bes t .  And

en te r t a i nmen t  and  i t  was

the re .  The re  was  The  Lobby ,  t ha t

t hey  had  mus i c  and  t hey  had

a  beau t i f u l  p1ace .

t ha t  you  use  t o  go  t o  t he  mos t?S :  Wha t  was  t he  one  c l ub

The  Lobby .

Tha t  i s  wha t  i t  was  ca l1ed ,  The  Lobby?

The  Lobby .

M

)

M

S :  A n d  t h a t  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  w h a t  p a r t  o f  J u a r e z ?

M ;  J u s t  a c r o s s  f r o m  t h e - - w h e n  y o u  g o  o n  t h e  S a n t a  F e

b r i d g e ,  j u s t  a c r o s s  a b o u t  t w o  b l o c k s  f r o m  t h e r e .  I t

f u 1 1  o f  c l u b s ,  y o u  k n o w ,  b o t h  s i d e s .  I  h a v e  n o t  b e e n

f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  b u t  w e  u s e  t o  h a v e  d i n n e r ,  w €  u s e  t o

l i s t e n  t o  t h e  m u s i c  a n d  h a v e  d i n n e r  w i t h  o u r  f r i e n d s

o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  I  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  w e r e

w a s

t h e r e

g o  a n d

f  r o m

w i f e s
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o f  t he  so ld i e r s . And  they  were  work ing  a t t he  censo rsh ip

o f f i c e .  I t  w a s  n i c e .

S

M

S

M:  Yes .

S :  A n d  t h e n  y o u  w o u l d  s h o p  a n d

c lub?  A l l  t ha t  i n  one  dav?

M:  Yes .

S :  Tha t  sounds  1

M:  I {e1 l  you  know

in  my  twen t i es . . .

Y o u  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  i t ?

O h  y e a h ,  a n d  w e  w e n t  s h o p p i n g  t h e r e  t o .

D u r i n g  t h e  d a y  t i m e  r i g h t ?

t h e n  g o  e a t  a n d  t h e n  g o  t o  a

I  was

S :  0 n c e  a  w e e k ?

M:  Yes ,  bu t  I  cou ld  on l y  go  ou t o n c e  a  w e e k .

S :  B e c a u s e  o f  y o u r  m o t h e r ?

M :  Y e s .  I  h a d  t o  b e  h o m e  a t  a ce r ta i n  t ime - - i t  i s

unbe l i evab le  i s  i t  no t?

S :  You  a l so  had  t o  be  home  a t  a  ce r t a i n  t ime?

M:  Yes ,  no t  s t ay  a f t e r  e l even  o r  any th i ng  l i ke  t ha t .

E leven  was  a  pe r f ec t  t im ing .  And  f  was  a  wo rk i ng  g i r l  and

was  t ak i ng  ca re  o f  t he  f am i l y  bu t  I  had  t o  be  home  a t

i ke  a  l o t  o f  f un .

because  I  on l y  cou ld  go  ou t  once .

a l so  a f t e r  wo rk ,  so  i t

on  t he  weekends?
Jua re  z  and  had  d i nne r ,

e l e v e n .

S :  Y o u  h a d  t o  b e  h o m e  a t  e l e v e n ?

M :  Y e a h .  B u t  w e  w e n t  t o  t h e  m o v i e s

w a s  a  n i c e  t i m e .

S :  S o  t h a t  i s  w h a t  y o u  u s u a l l y  d i d
M :  O n  t h e  w e e k e n d s ,  y € s  w e  w e n t  t o
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go  shopp ing .  And  du r i ng  t he  week  we  wou ld  p robab l y  go  t o

the  mov ie  t hea te r .  The re  we re  a  l o t  o f  mov ie  houses

down town .

Downtown?

Yes .

Because  eve ry th i ng  was  l oca ted  down town?

Yes .

S :  Eve ry th i ng  I

M :  E v e r y t h i n g  a

(  Laugh te r  )  Have

S :  Yes .

mean  t he  nos f , o f  f  i ce ,  t he  ha l1s .  .  .

r ound - - yes ,  l i ke  Mr .  Roge rs .  (Ne iehbo rhood )

you  seen  Mr .  Roge rs?

S

M

S

M

M :  S o  I  g u e s s

o f f i c e  l e t  u s

S:  Eve ry th i ng

i t  was  l i ke

go  t o . . .

was  l oca ted

tha t .  Le t  us  go  t o  t he  pos t -

i n  one  a rea .

M :  R igh t

Tha t  i s  conven ien t  t hough .

M :  I t  i s .  The  f a r t hes t  t h i ng was  Wash ing ton  Pa rk .  And

was  down town ,  t he  mov ies  t he -M e m o r i a l  P a r k .  B u t  e v e r y t h i n g

- t ha t  was  i t .

S :  Tha t  was  i t .

M :  Ah  huh .  Res tau ran t s .

S :  Cou ld  you  t e l 1  me  any th i ng  e l se  abou t  t he  wa r  t ha t

s tands  ou t?  Du r i ng  t he  wa r ,  any th i ng  i n  pa r t i cu l a r  t ha t

s tands  ou t .

M :  Le t  me  see .  The  t h i ng  t ha t  s t ands  ou t  was  when

Pres iden t  Rooseve l t  d i ed .  Because  he  had  he lped  t he  poo r
peop le  so  much - - i t  was  l i ke  i t  was  a  pe rsona l  t h i ng .
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S:  How d id  you  f i nd  ou t  abou t  i t ,  when  he  d i ed?

M:  A t  t ha t  t ime  t he re  was  no  t e l ev i s i on  t he re  was  rad io  bu t

t he  pape rs - -by  t he  pape r ,  and  t he  pape r  boys  wou ld  ye l1 ,

t tEx t ra ,  ex t ra ,  ex t ra . "

S :  R e a l l y ?

M :  Y e a h  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  g o o d  h a p p e n i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n

s p e c i a l  n e w s  o r  s o m e t h i n g  d r a s t i c  h a d  h a p p e n e d .  T h e y  w o u l d

g o  o u t ,  " E x t r a ,  e x t r a "  a n d  e v e r y b o d y  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  t h e

ex t  r a .

S :  And  t ha t  was  t he  ex t ra?

M:  Tha t  i s  t he  way  I  hea rd .

S :  And  you  rea11y  f e l t  a  ce r t a i n  compass ion  when

M:  Yes .  I  even  c r i ed  I  t h i nk - - I  was  so  sad .  To

the  pe rson  t ha t  he lped  us  t he  mos t .

h e

me

d i  e d ?

h e  w a s

S:  And  du r i ng  t he  wa r  you  kep t  c l ose  a t t en t i on  t o  wha t  was

go ing  on  w i t h  Rooseve l t  and  wha t  he  was  do ing  du r i ng  t he

war  ?

M :  O h  y e s ,  y € s ,  y € s  w h e n  h e  h a d  t h a t  m e e t i n g  a t  Y a l t a .  T h e

Y a l t a  T r e a t y  ( Y a l t a  C o n f e r e n c e )  I  b e l i e v e ,  a n d  t h e y  s i g n e d

t h e  Y a l t a  T r e a t y  a n d  h e  m e t  w i t h  t h e  R u s s i a n  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r

( J o s e p h  S t a l i n )  a n d  t h e  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r  o f  E n g l a n d ,

C h u r c h i l l .  ( W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l )  C h u r c h i l l  w a s  a  v e r y

c o l o r f u l  p e r s o n .

S :  Y o u  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?

M:  Yes

S :  Why wha t  s t ands  ou t?
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M :  I t  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  f u n n y ,  I  h a d  r e a d  t h a t  h e  h a d  v i s i t e d

P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  h e r e  a t  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e - - a n d  h e  l i k e d  t o

d r i n k .  ( L a u g h t e r )  A n d  I  d o  n o t  r e m e m b e r  e x a c t l y  w h a t ,  b u t

i t  w a s  a  f u n n y  t h i n g  t h a t  h a p p e n e d  a n d  h e  w a s  o u t  o f  h i s

b e d r o o m .  A n d  h e  e n j o y e d  d r i n k i n g .  T h a t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e

t h i n g s  t h a t  i s  o u t s t a n d i n g .  A n d  t h e n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e

Y a l t a  T r e a t y ,  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  w a s  v e r y  s i c k .  A n d  t h e

w a y  w e  s a w  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  m o v i e s  w h e n  w e - - t h a t  i s  a n o t h e r

t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  m o v i e s ,  t h e y  h a d  t h e  n e w s - - w h a t  d i d  t h e y

c a l l  i t ?  A f t e r  t h e y  s h o w e d  t h e  p i c t u r e  a n d  t h e y  s h o w e d  t h e

c o m e d y  t h e y  w o u l d  s h o w  t h e  n e w s .  A n d  r  t h i n k  i t  w a s  c a l l e d

" T i m e  M a r c h e s  0 n " ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  w o u l d  s h o w  a l l  t h e  n e w s

l i k e  w e  s e e  o n  t . V c .  
' :  

n o w .

S

M

S

M

S

I t  was  l i ke  a  news  b r i e f  k i nd  o f?

Yes

And  t h i s  wou ld  happen  be fo re  t he  mov ie  wou ld  go  on?

A f te r  t he  mov ie .

Oh  a f t e r  t he  mov ie .

M :  A f t e r  t h e  m o v i e .  S o  t h a t  i s  t h e  w a r r  w e  s a w  t h e  n e w s

f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y - - w h e n  w e  w e n t  t o  t h e  m o v i e s .

F r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y - - w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  a n d  w h a t  w a s

h a p p e n i n g  w i t h  t h e  w a r ,  y o u  k n o w  l i k e  w h a t  w e  s e e  o n

to Vo

c o u l d  s e e  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  n e w s - - a n d  m y  s o n  w a s

t h e r e ,  a n d  I  w a t c h e d  i t .  A n d  t h a t  i s  t h e  w a y  w e  s a w  i t  a t

t h e  m o v i e s .  B u t  w e  d i d  n o t  w a t c h  t h e  m o v i e s  e v e r y d a y  s o  i t

w a s  o n c e  a  w e e k .
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S:  So  i t  was  once  a  week  you  wou ld  f i nd  ou t  wha t  was  go ing

on?

M:  Yes .

S :  My  nex t  ques t i on  i s  d i d  you  hea r  abou t  t he  f i r es i de

cha t  s  ?

M:  Yes .

S :  D id  you  l i s t en  t o  t hose  a l l  t he  t ime?

M:  Mos t  o f  t he  t ime  yes .  Because  t he  f i r s t  t h i ng  I  d i d

when  I  s t a r t ed  wo rk i ng  was  buy  a  rad io .  Because  we  d id  no t

have  a  rad io .  And  so  I  go t  t he  rad io  and - -you  know wha t  I

a lways  pu t  i t  on  t he  Eng l i sh  b roadcas t i ng .  And  my  poo r

mo the r - -bu t  I  guess  she  unde rs tood  a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  bu t  I

a lways  had  i t  on  t he  Eng l i sh  s ta t i ons .  ( Laugh te r )

S :  So  you  a lways  had  i t  on  t he  Eng l i sh  s ta t i ons?

M:  Yes .  And  t hen  I  s t a r t ed  ge t t i ng  t he  subsc r i p t

t he  "T imes " .  0 f  cou rse  i n  Eng l i sh  I  neve r  go t  t he

newspape r .

S :  Wou ld  she  ge t  mad?

M:  No  she  d i d  no t ,  I  t h i nk  she  j us t  wan ted  us  t o

educa t i on  and  t o  r ea l l y  unde rs tand  Eng l i sh .

S :  So  you  wou ld  f o l l ow  t he  f i r es i de  cha t s  t hen?

abou t  "My  Day " .  .  .

M :  Mrs .  Rooseve l t .

i on  f o r

Span  i  sh

g e t  a n

And how

S :  M r s .  R o o s e v e l t ,  d i d

M :  O h  y e s  f  r e a d  t h a t .

v i s i t i n g  t h e  c o a l  m i n e s

p l a c e .  B e c a u s e  s h e  h a d

y o u  r e a d  t h a t ?

I  k e p t  u p  w i t h  h e r  w h e n  s h e  w a s

a n d  s h e  w a s  v i s i t i n g  a l l  o v e r  t h e

t o  d o  i t  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  b e c a u s e
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Pres iden t  Rooseve l t  was  i n  a  whee l cha i r .

much . ,  she  d i d  a  l o t .

S :  Fo r  t he  coun t r y?

M:  Yes .

I  adm i red  he r  ve ry

S :  Y o u  w e r e  n o t  t h e  o n l y  o n e  t h a t  f e l t  l i k e  t h i s  a b o u t

R o o s e v e l t  a n d  t h e  w a r ,  w h a t  w a s  t h e  f e e l i n g  i n  y o u r

n e i g h b o r h o o d  a n d  i n  E 1  P a s o  i n  g e n e r a l ?  D i d  t h e y  s u p p o r t

t h e  w a r ?

M:  I n  t he  ne ighbo rhood ,  I  t h i nk  t ha t  eve rybody  f e l t  t he

loss  o f  P res iden t  Rooseve l t .  Because  he  he lped  w i t h  a  1o t

o f  p rog rams .  You  see  he  he lped  peop le  and  no t  j us t  gave

them food  s tamps  and  t h i ngs  l i ke  t ha t ,  he  s ta red  wo rk .

Work ing  p ro jec ts  l i ke  f  o r  t he  men  f  i x i ng  the  s t ree t " ,n [ ,_o r ! , r r+ t "p  
@pp ]

the  young  men  he  had  someth ing  tha t  was  ca l l ed  the  c {V  Canp  
v

and  t ha t  was  f o r  you ths  and  t hey  wen t  and  d i d  a  l o t  o f  wo rk

i n  t he  f o res t s You know, l  ike the f ,Lrest  f^ { . r ,g" ru .  And

yea rs  l a t e r  we  wen t  t o  v i s i t  a  cave ,  a  Co l l asa l  Cave  nea r

Tucson ,  and  eve ry th i ng  t he re  was . . . (Coughs )  excuse  me ,  a l l

t he  wo rk  done  i n  t he  cave  was  done  by  t he  CC young  men .  I t

h a d  t h e r e ,  " D o n e  b y  t h e  C C  g r o u p " .  I t  h a d  t h e  s t e p s - - y o u

k n o w ,  h o w  t h e y  h a d  t o  c l e a n  u p  t h e  c a v e  s o  p e o p l e  c o u l d  g o

i n  and  v i s i t .  They  d i d  i t

S :  Thev  d i d  a l l  t ha t?

M :  A h  h u h .

S :  W h a t  w a s  y o u r  f e e l i n g  t o w a r d  t h e

i t ?  I  m e a n  h o w  d i d  y o u  f e e l ?  A n d  a

i n  E l  P a s o ?

war?  D id  you  suppo r t

l so  wha t  was  t he  f ee l i ng
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M:  Le t  me  t e l l  you  some th ing .  Do  no t  t e l 1  me  l i ke  my

g randdaugh te r  says ,  " I s  t h i s  go ing  t o  be  a  l ong  s to r y? "

(  Laugh te r  )

S :  No  go  ahead .

s p e c i a l .  T h e  J a p a n e s e  h a d  a t t a c k e d  P e a r l  H a r b o r  a n d  w e

c o u l d  n o t  b e l i e v e  i t .  A n d  o f  c o u r s e  w e  w e r e  b e h i n d  t h e

p res iden t  when  he  dec la red  wa r .

S :  So  i t  was  a  sense  o f  p r i de  and  pa t r i o t i sm?

M:  0h  yes .

M :  Okey  so r  t he  f i r s t  t h i ng

Pea r l  Ha rbo r .  And  i t  was ,  I

we  we re  a l l  s i t t i ng  a round  t

a lways  pu t  t he  rad io  oo r  and

w e  k n e w  a b o u t  t h e  w a r  w a s  a b o u t

t h i n k  i t  w a s  o n  a  S u n d a y ,  a n d

h e  t a b l e  h a v i n g  l u n c h .  A n d  I

t h e n  t h e y  s t o p p e d  f o r  t h e

ga rden ,  I  t h i nk  t hey  we re  ca l1ed

you  suppo r t  t he  wa r?

v i c to r y  ga rden .

co rne r  house .

d  a  1 i t t l e  f ence

he r  he rbs .

S

M

A lo t  o f  Pa t r i o t i sm?

Ah  hum.

S :  D i d  y o u  m a k e  a  v i c t o r y

v i c t o r y  g a r d e n s  o r  h o w  d i d

M :  M y  m o t h e r  a l w a y s  h a d  a

S :  O h  s h e  d i d ?

M :  W h e r e v e r  w e  m o v e d  s h e  t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h e

T h e  c o r n e r  a p a r t m e n t  s o  t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  b u i l

a n d  t h e n  s h e  w o u l d  h a v e  f l o w e r s ,  a n d  o n e  o f

S :  O k e y .

M :  S o  w e  a l w a y s  l i v e d  i n  a p a r t m e n t s  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  o n e

f l o o r  a p a r t m e n t s .  N o t  l i k e  t h e  a p a r t m e n t s  o f  t o d a y  w i t h  s o

m a n y  f l o o r s .  B u t  s h e  a l w a y s  m a d e  a  g a r d e n  a n d  s h e  p l a n t e d

u h - - m o s t l y  h e r b s  l i k e  c e l a n t r o .  ( P a r s l e y )
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S:  Ce lan t ro?

M:  Uh  huh .

was .

S :  She  was?

Green  on ions - - she  was a  ha rd  wo rke r  my  mo the r

S h e  h a d  t o  b e  b e c a u s e

knew tha tM :  Yes S o  I  k n e w  t h a t ,  n o b o d y  h a d

a s  s o o n  a s  I  g o t  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  I  h a d

S :  T o  h e l p  t h e  f a m i l y  r i e h t ?

M:  Yes .  So  as  soon  as  I  s t a r t ed  wo rk i ng  she  s tayed  home

and  t he re  was  a l o t  o f  wo rk  t o  do  a t  home  so  she  d i d  no t

wo rk  anymore .  Bu t  she  wo rked  a t  t he  house ,  kep t  t he  house - -

and  I  knew  w i t hou t  anybody  t e l l i ng  me  tha t  i t  was  my  du t y  t o

S :  S ta r t  wo rk .

M :  S ta r t  wo rk i ng .

S :  And  t ha t  i s  when  you  s ta r t ed  wo rk i ng  as  a  c l e r k  i n  t he

i m m i g r a t  i o n .

M :  A n d  t o  k e e p  o n  g o i n g  t o  t h e

g e t  a  c i v i l  j o b .  ( L a u g h t e r )

S :  Y o u  w e r e  t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e

M :  Y e s .  A n d  o f  c o u r s e  I  a l s o

t o  r a i se  f i ve .

t o  t e l l  f r € ,  I

t o  wo rk .

p o s t o f f i c e  t o  s e e  i f  I  c o u l d

t hen  ?

wen t  t o  bus iness  co l l ege  a t

I  s t a r t ed

to  t he

many  t h i ngs

n i g h t .

S :  R e a 1 1 y ?

M :  Y e s .  f  w e n t  t h e r e  f o r  a b o u t  t w o  y e a r s  b u t

w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  i m m i g r a t i o n .  F r o m  w o r k  I  w e n t

b u s i n e s s  c o l l e g e - - I  t o o k  b o o k e e p i n g - - I  t o o k  s o

(  L a u g h t e r  )
S :  A  1 i t t 1 e  b i t  o f  e v e r y t h i n g ?
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M:  A  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  eve ry th i ng .

S :  I s  t he re  any th i ng  e l se  you  wou ld  l i ke  t o  say  abou t  you r

job  o r  abou t  l { o r l d  War  I I ?

M :  I { o r l d  War  I I  l e t  me  see . . .
a

S :  W o u l d  y o u  s a y  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  t h e r e  w a s V d r a s t i c

d i f f e r e n e e  i n  t h e  w a y  y o u  l i v e d ?  D i d  i t  c h a n g e  y o u r  l i f e ?

B e c a u s e  m o s t  p e o p l e  s a y  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  t h e i r  l i f e

c h a n g e d  c o m p l e t e l y ,  w o u l d  y o u  s a y  y o u r  l i f e  c h a n g e d

comp le te l y?

M:  We l l  no  we

be t t e r  f o r  us .

h i gh  schoo l  and

we  d id  no t  have

Bu t  eve ry th i ng

jobs .

S :  So  when  you

th i ngs?

M:  Yes .

S :  V e r y

M:  Yes .

j us t  s t a r t ed  t o - - i t  j u s t

Because  my  s i s t e r s  we re

they  we re  ge t t i ng  j obs .

any  b ro the rs  o r  f a the r

s ta r t ed  ge t t i ng

a l so  g radua t i ng  f r om

And  as  I  t o l d  you

who  wen t  t o  t he  wa r .

s ta r t ed  ge t t i ng  be t t e r  a f t e r  t he  wa r ,  mo re

th i nk  o f  Wor l d  l { a r  I I  you  t h i nk  o f  pos i t i ve

pos i t  i ve  t h i ngs?

S

M

I s  t he re  any th i ng  you  wou ld  l i ke  t o  say?

No ,  i s  t he re  any th i ng  e l se  you  wou ld  l i ke  t o  ask?

(  L a u g h t e r  )

S :  N o ,  I  w a s  j u s t  w o n d e r i n g  i f  y o u  h a d  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  y o u

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .



M:  No ,  some t imes  I  r emember  a l o t

somet imes  when  somebody  asks  me  I

(  L a u g h t e r  )

S :  O k e y ,  t h e n  t h a t  i s  g o i n g

I  w o u l d  1  i k e  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r

M :  Y o u r  w e l c o m e ,  I  h o p e  t h a t

S :  I t  w i l l .  T h a n k  y o u  v e r y

o f  t h i ngs  and  t hen

do  no t  remember  any th ing .

t o  b e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e

y o u r  t i m e  a n d  y o u r

i t  h e l p s .

m u c h .

i n t e r v i ew .

pa t  i ence  .
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