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rnterview with Albert  Lucero of  Anthony, Texas at  u.T.E.p. ,
November 23 , l-993 . rnterviewer: charles Anbrer, i{ istory
Department, UTEP.

summary: This interview covers the recollections of a boyhood

during World War 1I in Anthony, New llexico. The boy was born in

1933 and cane frorn a Spanish-sneaking farni ly and grerc up on a

cotton farm. The interview recounts Life on the farm and the

experience of the World War II homefront. Among the topics covered.

are perceptions of the meaninq of the war, the feeJ.inqs in the

fanily regarding order sibl ings who were in the service, the

experience of rationingn att i tudes toward a cerman faniLy in the

area, and especially the POvt camp established in Anthony to provid.e

labor for cotton farms.



fnterview with Albert  Lucero of  Anthony, Texas at  U.T.f f .P. ,
November 23, l-993. Interviewer: CharLes tunbler, History
Departnent, UTEP.

Maybe you could begin by just tel l ing a l i t t le bit about your

early chi ldhoodn where you l ived, where you grew up, so that

what you talk about makes more sense to us later on.

Well,  I  hras born in 1933, so by the t ime of the War I was

about lO or lL years old. Of course, f was born in Anthony,

New Mexico, on the New Mexico side, on a very srnalL farm. I 'm

one of six chi ldren. There's three boys and three gir1s, mom

and dad of course. I 've Lived al l  ny l i fe in Anthony, New

Mexico and I was born and raised on a farrn. And as f said, in

1943 t  1944 per iod I  was ten or  eLeven years.

Had your fanily l-ived in Anthony for a long tine?

Yes, the three older chiLdren. My dad was born in Las Cruces

and rny mom in Dofra Ana, a little community north of Las Cruces

and my older three in the farnily were born in Las Cruces and

they rnoved to Anthony on the farrn in...well  I  don't know the

year, but the rernaining three of us were born in Anthony, in

the Anthony area, dt horne in fact, That's briefly where ny

parents came from. They l/ere born there and their parents

hrere born there pr ior  to  them. So,  that ts  bas j -ca l l -y . . .we

lived continuously on the farm there in Anthony throughout rny

whole chi ldhood and adult l i fe.

What }<ind of farm was that?

Wel-I.  basical i-y a cotton farm. In those days cotton was the

prine crop. We didn't have the large pecan tree groves that we

A :
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see nowadays and the other, other things that we see nowadays,

but that $ras the staple crop, the mainstay of the Mesill-a

Val ley area.

For my curiosity, growing up in your fani ly did you speal<

Spanish or Enqlish?

Yes, Spanish was my f irst language. In those days we didn't

learn English until we entered to school-. At that tirne we

entered what we called thern pre-f irst f  guess. For those non-

English-speaking kids. That was the prirnary purpose of that

grade leveL that was called pre-f irst. And of course those

who were English-speaking kids entered the f irst grade. So,

consequently, I  entered pre-f irst. So, thatts how that

happened. That was certainly lhe days before bi l ingual..  That

didn't exist in those days. ah. I entered school when f was

five because birthday is February so I was not six before that

magic date of September or whatever i t  usualLy is, so I was

first year of school that year, which \,rtas at Anthony of

course. We were al-l bussed into the town of Anthony if you

rrui l" l  from the surrounding farming areaso because thatts where

the school was of course.

Now, those years in which you were growing up were the

Depression. did you have any sense of that being a period of

hard times as you were growing up?

of course. f was born in '33 which was right in the nidst of

the nidst of the Depression years but in ny early years I

heard no discussion realS-y of any impact on us in that area so

as I see it now we weren't impacted by the Depression period



and aII the negatives that naybe the urban areas were. We

were on a farm situation. WE were certainl-y poor, but I dontt

remember any discussion or experience uryself of any period

that l  didn't have three meals a day. There lras really no

adverse impact on us. Al-though we were probably like I said

at the bottom of the scale, there, during those years, but we

had shelter, w€ had food, w€ had you know all  the basic

necessi t ies.

On the farm did you try to qrrow things for your own use?

vegetables and keep cows or anything like that?

Oh Ves r it hras comnon practice that alrnost everyone around

that area had a snal1 vegetable garden if  you wi1l, because

it"s al l- irr igated so we were able to do that. ah ah. Where

we pi-anted a srnali- garden in addit ion to the basic crop of

cotton of course. And we had chickens, and we had cows, and

we had ni lk. We always had a nl lk eohr. In fact that was my

responsibif i ty. MiIk the cow twice a day and feed them. And

we had horses, then for work out in the fiel-d and that was my

task to keep water available for those aninals. f  can sti l l

see mysel f  pumplng that  water .  I f  you don ' t  th ink. . . that  was

a chore. to have enough for those thirsty horses when they

come out of the from worl<ing all day or haLf a day, whenever

they came in. The cow was ny responsibi l i ty, the feeding and

milking. That brings back real- fond memories of that.

Probably f fussed l ike any other kid, but ah that nas the

rou t i ne  fo r . . .w€  a lL  had  cho res .

How did you f i t  in to the fanily? Did you have older brothers



L :

and s is ters?

Yes,  wel l  I 'm the second youngest ,  I  gu€ss,  l ike f  sa id of

six. I 'm the youngest male and I have a younger sister. And

all  the rest were older so f was kind of the guy that just

kind of tagged along with rest. But I did have my basic

chores. I guess responsibi l i ty used to come early in those

days .

On a farm.

Everybody had things to do and. we kind of did thern and without

any grumbJ-ing f quess that I remember. If mom and dad were

here they'd probabJ-y have a different version of that

( l-aughs) .

The surrounding farms therer were some of these neighbors also

your relatives or cl-ose fr iends? or not?

No...fr iends of course. because everybody kind of knew people

around then on the nearby farms, but because of the fact that

my parents had come from fl ,asl Cruces we didn"t have any

inrned"iate relatives. Al-1 of ny cousins and aunts and uncles

were in Cruces there were nany on my wife and rny notherts side

had gone to California. So in the immediate area we did not

have any immediate rel-atives. So, consequently, I  didn't lcnow

and I st i l l  don't know many of rny cousins, i ly f irst cousj-ns

and second cousins and so forth.

Why had they gone to Cal- i fornia?

Wel-I, typical ly, in those periods people r,rere just going

el-sewhere to f ind better jobs, better situations. I guess it

was in a dj-fferent day than it is now. There rrrere some that

A :
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would go elsewhere for that purpose.

Did your parents own this farm, or rent it?

WeII, they owned the horne property itself, but the srnal-l- farrn

that my dad far:ned was and eti l l  is school- propertyn so it

wasnt t  ours.  I  guess i t  was l -eased to h is  s ls ter ,  u ty  aunt ,

and rny dad--and she l-ived in Cruces--so he farmed it. al-l- is

l i fe for her. I t  was under Lease as I remember kind of

thinking back, because recently they lrere going to buil"d a

school because it"s st i l l  school property

Were most of the other farrners that l-ived around in the same

that you did al-so tvlexican Arnerican? ar were they mixed, up.

Oh ,  I  don ' t  l cnow I ' d  say . . . f  wou ldn ' t  r emember  the

percentages, but probably more than half were Mexican

American. But we were alL mixed.

Letrs turn to the explicit  subject of the interview which is

the World War II  experience.

And if  you have any other guestions, I don't know what really

to  add,  o ther  than just  chat ter ,  so fee l -  f ree to . . .

Right, that 's f ine. Can you remember the attack on Pearl

Harbor, like now we're tai-king about the Kennedy

assassination? For an earl- ier generation that 's much the same

lrind of thing.

f thouqht you r^rere going to asl( ne do you frRemember Pearl

Harborr r  that ts  the o i -d  say ing.  Yes,  T do,  fn  194L r  on

Decenber  7th of  course I  was. . .what

Eight years old?

Eiqht years old, or less. I  do renernber i t  was a Sunday. But

A :

L !
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we always had a radio. That was prior to TV of coursa, w€

always had a radio. So I renenber, vaguely. This is kind of

very vaguely, hut I remember very clearly i t  was a Sunday, and

it seemed that i t  was around noonish in our area, but aL1 of

a sudden I remember something serious of course was happening

but I didn't understand the complexity and totalness of i t ,

because T guess remember my folks and ny ol-der brothers

speaking about it, and I remember a lot of concern and follow*

up news broadcasts f don't remember specifics but f remember

but everybody seemed to be listening to the radio and wanting

to hear fo1J-ow-ups. But I do remernber that very clearly. I

d idn ' t  know what 's  war ,  what 's  Japan,  you know that  k ind

of . . . I  don ' t  have the speci f ic  thoughts on that ,  but  I  do

remember that sonething very serious was happening.

And as the weeks went on after that, and months for that

matter--although you were still- obvious.Ly very young--do you

remember at all aboul how you came to think about what the war

was and what i t  meant? In school, for example, did teachers

tal-k about it?

Yes. Of course, that was a constant thing, a daily thing. It

was very, very obvious, talked about. We were impact,ed at

schooL in ny different ways. We had the hond drives. AIt the

efforts, initiatives through the school- systems. I remenber

we used to buy the little savinqrs stamps simi.lar to postal

stamps and we'd to put thera in boolcs until rde accumulated

enouqh. I think they were worth l ike 25 cents perhaps. And

we'd buy those and I rernember my folics woul-d qive me a guarter



or whatever it was to buy those stamps on a recurring kind of

basis. And we woul-d keep those books until we had enough to

trade thern in for the cost of a savings bond, which was $18.75

for the twenty-f ive dollar denomination. we used to do those

lcind of thinqrs and of course f would always listen to the

radio most of the tine we had a daily paper so I would kind of

scan those things and I remember the headlines and we would

icind of keep up to date with the events as they progressed in

both theaters, Lhe European and the Asian theater. The other

thing of course we had a movie theater in Anthony that once in

a while rde were lucky enough to get that guarter or whatever

it took to go and typicai-ly it was on a Saturday--a Saturday

matinee kind of thing that you hear so often but I experienced

that--and we were al-L kids. And I was always probably one of

the srnaller in rrny classes, so we'd joke about because the cut

off age for kids was maybe twel-ve or whatever and I was twelve

for about three years. I f  you know what f rnean...f  couJ-d get

in for the price of a.., .  But anyway what I 'm l-eading to is at

the saturday movies they usually had the newsreel on war

events, I forget, Paranount I think. I forget what they were

called, trParamount Newsir I  think is what i t  was. They'd show

a five minute or whatever clip on events of the war. And that

kind of kept, everybody was into i t  on a constant basis, even

us as kids so I can only share my experience. And as the

thinq progressed of course we would keep attuned to what was

happening with aLl the guys that had gone off to war,

including my older brothers. My oldest saw combat in the
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Phil ippines after the invasion of the Phil ippines. He was the

only one who saw combat...during that war. My other brother

saw combat, but that qlas in the Navy durinqr Korea. He also,

ny next older brothern between my eldest and nyself,  he was in

the service d.uring Wor1d War TT, but in a non-cornbat period,

so we kind of kept tack of that. I experienced fron the

ad.ults discussions of I forget the nurnber that were kitled in

action during that period. I think it was at i.east two from

the second. war from the Anthony area that were killed. So, we

were exposed to that from our age,

Do you remenber anythinq about that specifically. This is one

of things that I think we need to bring horne to people today.

WeIl, ah, I renember I wondered how it was, I wondered what

happened, I wonder were they rea1ly ki l led, were they brought

back, and I guess this was a take off fron what I would hear

frorn adults. was it  an ernpty coff in? I don't know, I kind of

remember wondering about that.

But these would have been rnen not from a fanil-y you knew well.

Just people from the town?

These were people that my parents knewn not that I knew,

because these would be much older guys than nyself of course

but I didn't know any of them personally but my parents

certainly did and ny older brothers did. Yes f kind of

related, I guess it made us kind of wonder could it happen to

one of ours, and f experienced. the emotions of my mom of

course, sy dad you know he showed no enotions. My mother and

I were very close and f experience all of the emotj-ons with
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her probably most of then that she experience. The anguish

the sadness, the heart,ache, al l- of those negative emotions of

having one of her sons of f somewhere in danqrer.

Coul.d you be any more specif ic about, that, or te1l us a l- i t t le

about her feelings and what she talked about.

It  wasn't so much tal]<ing. As a young kid I was into

everything I guess. and I woui-d find her crying. a bunch of

times and So that was mainly the thing. I don't remember

specj-f ic conversations. I was old enougrh to know what it was

al-l- about or l^rhy. I don't rernember askinq or for her to te11

me her feel inqs, but T remember sensing that situation with

her, and I suppose she didn't offer too much commentary I

guess for her consideration for rne.

Do you remember when your brother left for the war?

Not rea1ly. When he l-eft,  he left for Fort Bl iss. In those

days--Fort B1iss, EI Paso--ne went to El Paso, I did as a }cid

tagging along with ny follcs, maybe once every six rnonths, or

so,  that  k ind of  th ing.  E l  Paso,  For t  B l iss  was hray far .  So

that was We were abl-e to see him. we visited hin at Fort

Bliss during his basic, before being shipped elsewhere. I

remember rnilltary al-L over the place. My other brother just

went and I never saw him unti l  he came back on leave. But

that was my experience with rny older brother.

What l<ind of contact did you have with your brother when he

was overseas?

Letters onl-y.

The V-mail kind of thinqs.

A :

T o

A :



Yeah. During those days i-etters brere censored, and f think f

remember some being blocked out or penned out or whatever,

but. I  never wrote to hin personally, but we always read

Letters that he wrote hone, to nom of course. Mon was the

addressee, but they were written to al,I  of us. I  remember

them talcing quite awhile.

Do you rernember anything in particular that he would write

about that intr igued you as a chi ld?

Ne, I can't say that I do, not specif ical ly that he vrote

about. of course watching for the mail-man--we had rural

delivery--that was a daily thing. Everybody watched for the

mailman. Waited for that letter or whatever.

In recollecting when your brother came home, do you have any

sense of how the war changed his l i fe and rnade l i fe different

for people l ike hin who experienced it?

L: No, I guess not. Now as an adult I can see, but at the time

I can't say that I did to answer your question specif ical i-y.

All- we experience when he cane baclc we hrere all thrilled and

ioyful and happy that he was back. We were al l  proud. You

know, al l  the posit ive things when he carne back. Speciai- ly ny

older brother because of the added danqrer of having been in an

actual combat situation. When ltre were kids, you l<now, I

couldn/t envision what that was. What sould it be other than

people shootj-ng people and people Eett ing ki lJ.ed and woundedn

etc. etc. But I don't know, at the t irne f can't say that I

said he was this way and now he's thi-s hray. I can't say that

f remember that.
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L :

In the course of the war do you remember any larger events

that took pJ-ace beyond E1 Paso having to do with the war/

whatever, that part icularly irnpressed in your memory.

There were all kinds of events. I remember one l-ocal-

init iat ive in the surrounding area, Ld Unj-on f thin]< i t  was,

I  don ' t  know i t  you know i tn  but  i t 's  in  the area.  AN ef for t

to raise--I forget the plant--the plant that they extract to

obtain the rubber. Of course rubber hras a very scarce

cornmodity then for the war effort as well as for the Local

use. That and of course I experienced aLl- the rationing

thinqs from shoeso to food, to gasoline, to everything, neats,

sugar, ai l  the food commodit ies--most of them were rationed.

We were issued the stamps accordj-ng to the family size and

whatever the criteria rarere. I remember all of that very

cleari-y. We always had a iaLopy. And of course we had a gas

ration and. a ration for t ires. That was a very str ict rat ion.

But we al-ways seemed to have ample to do what we needed to do.

Um. I know that farmers had an extra ration of qasoline for

tractors, those who had tractors. At the tirne we didn/t have

a tractor. But for those who did. I thini< we hrere al-l-owed an

extra amount for our vehicle, because of the farrn situation,

I suppose. Off hand that 's what I remember.

Anything special about the rationinq, or anything l i l<e that

you recall? Anything that st icks in your nind.

Not rea1ly, just. a curious thing. f know that sugar was

rationed guite heavil"y. AT the t ine we didn't traveL into

Juarez. Sugar there was availabl-e, but on this side it .
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wasn"t .  I t  was a s) - ight ly  d i f ferent  suqar- - i t  wasn ' t  as

refined I guess. I donrt know how we got i t ,  because we never

went to Juarez, but maybe somebody elsen I don't ]<now. But f

remember initial-Ly that started, I guess we had more than we

were al lowed to have on hand, so I remember hiding the excess.

I don't remember where we hid i t ,  as i f  somebody was going to

come and check your bins and take the extra over and above

what,ever the all-olrance was. I ltind of remember that nolr. I

hadn't thought of that in years. Shoes of course. We kind of

used to wait our turn to buy shoes. Stamps were ]<ind of

l inited in some of those areas. Other than that f don't

remember anything specif ic.

What about in schooL, beyond the drives for bonds and so

forth, do you remember any special emtrhasis on the war? Did

teachers teach current events? or try to tell about what was

happening in the war, ot did they try to ignore i t?

No, r think everybody bras very interested, I think everybody

was being very upfront with the information as much as was

avai lab le in  those days.  No,  speci f ica l ly  no.  I  th ink

everybody was interested. Al-1 us kids, and al- l  the adul-ts and

the teachers.

One of the thinqs we are looking at is the different ways that

peopl-e who are Mexj-can Amerj-can may have looked at the war

compared to those who are englo American? Did you ever sense

any dist inction in that way?

f grehr up with the idea that it was one effort and in those

days we didn't have quite obvious and quite visibl-e situatj-on

L :
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of ethnic differences and whatever. I t  was one effort and

everybody was contributing toward that effort, regardless of

sex, or race, or background, or ethnic, or whatever.

What about the i.arger events? Do you remember things like D-

Day or something Like that that really st icks in your nind.

Oh yeah. f remember aLl those days. f remember all the major

batt les in the Pacif ic. I  remember rnajor batt les in North

African ltaly. I  l<ept up with the progress of the war in both

theaters- AII the island hopping in the Pacif ic and of course

as I said and al l- the events in Europe leading up to D-Day.

Yes I remember D-Day quite wel-I.

A: WouLd you say you were ordlnary in that respect and al-l your

friends were doing the sarne thing? or were you more current

events oriented?

L: I don't really know. I ldas interested in Lhe events. I

can't say any more or less than the other kids my age I guess.

This is hard, because we've learned a lot since. To you, did

you have any idea of what the war was all about? Except that

it  was us against then?

Ah, not really other than the fact that there was some real

bad, or negative effort by the Germans and the Japanese that

we d idn ' t  want .  f  don ' t  want  to  b ias i t  w i th  what  I /ve s ince

l-earned and picked up since. That's how f Ioo]<ed at i t .

Because I didn't--of course I had no background, no education

no experience of anything to real.l-y anshter your question

directly--but that s kind of the sense that r had--that here

hre had these evi l  forces if  you wil1 I suppose. TheV were
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trying and eventually niqht irnpact on u6, the United States.

And we of course needed to counter that threat.

Did you ever have fears that the war was going to cone hone?

That there night be planes coning over head.

No, no, no. Although wetd hear comments once in a whii-e about

efforts perhaps being made through Mexico and potential

landinqs on the west coast and those also on the east coast.

But those hrere kind of far-fetched and I don't rernember that

f felt that they were real threats. But they were there.

What about our American leaders? Peop1e l ike Roosevelt,  did

you have any sense of who he was?

oh yes, y€s, sure, l{y dad was always int.erested in poi- i t ics

and that kind of thinq, but yes I knew who Roosevelt was and

Eleanor .

What was the dog's

F  a1a .

side 2

name? . . . . Fa la .A :

L ;

Tape

L : Yes, as I was saying. I remember Hit ler, and Mussolini before

he was zapped.

A: Were your parents big Roosevelt supporters, did they regard

him as a hero?

No, in fact ny dad was always a Republican. So, no f got i t

frorn that perspective. No he was not a bigr hero. I rernernber

hin then as the pres.i-dent of course.

Do you remember hearing him on the radio?

Yes, y€s , y€s , I  remember hirn.

Was that a kind of confort ing presence to kids or you didn't

A :

L :

A :
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pay nuch attenLion?

We didn't pay rnuch attention. He riras w&V, away sornewhere.

No, i t  didn't have much direct iurpact on me then.

What about the prisoners of war that you have ment.ioned.

okay. The prisoners of war were German and Ital ian. I can't

remember specif ical ly but this was probably i t  seems that they

were in the area for two cotton picking season. Cotton

picking season--I don't know if you know this-- is from

September through December of each year. So if was two years

that woul-d have been that period in r 43 and '44, because the

war ended in t45 as you know. So it seerns l-ike they were in

the Anthony area, that I remember, for two years more or Less.

But anyway there was a they were brought to the Anthony area

with the intent to hetp farmers with their labor requirements

because al-l of the young males were gone of course and some of

the people that came from Mexico illegally then those were

very few, alnost nonexistent in those t i tnes. Peopl-e didn't

want to come here to be drafted possibly or whatever f don't

remernber ntaybe the borders were more controlled then or

condit ions were different. I  don/t rernember much i l lega1

Mexlcan labor availabl-e. They fthe pri-soners of war] I^tere

brought in with the idea to help farmers do their cotton

picking. And for that purpose the Army built a small

compound, a l i t t le tent city--I st i l l  recall--r ight behind our

eJ-ementary school in Anthony--in the City of Anthony if you

wilI .  But the area behind our school was al l  boonies st iLl so

I remenber. The tents were set up right behind our school,
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within view of our school. And I don't know how many ni i- i tary

there were. There must have been 30 or 50 ni l i tary for

security purposes and I don't know how rnany prisoners. And I

bel-ieve they were mixed at the timen rnaybe not during aj-1 the

period. f remenber seeing thern coming over riqht behind our

house on the farm and I remember both groups, German and

ItaLian prisoners. And I don't }cnow how many prisoners they

rnust have had, I 'd quess between 30 and 5O naybe. Because I

renember thern on farm right in bach of our house, the

adjoining farm that bei-onged to somebody else, they used them

there as welL as other farms in the area, f remenber they

typicai-Iy had two guards with the carbines, the r i f le, and

they had perhaps a group of t5 to 20 prisoners picking cotton.

Apparently, as much as I can remenber they used to make their

own food or put i t  together. Thinking back, dt f irst there

was--f wouldn't say a fear of then--but a hesitancy I guess:

do you want to get near these people or talk to then or

anything? But after a while, kids you know we'd be arnongst,

them. Apparently we were no threat to thern from a rnilitary

guards' standpoint and of course they felt that they weren't

any threat to us kids and so we used t,o ningle with them. And

I remember even then being able to pick up some of the words

that the Italians would speak, because some of the words are

simil-ar to Spanish words r so we could picl< some up whereas

with the Germans we coul-d not. But in any event we could

communicate some wdy, in a minor way. I couLd sti l l -  aLmost

taste the bread. I don't know which ones used to give us



bread, homemade bread. And that was real good. No problern

with that, dny danger or anything.

Do you remember when the camp first was set up. Did this cone

as a surprise to peopJ-e or r^rere you prepared f or it. It t s odd

that i t 's r ight next to the school in a way.

! {eL l ,  no.  I  don ' t  know.  I t  just  happened I  quess.  In  those

days they didn,t do any environmental irnpact studies or

anything. It 's things they iust. did. The Army decided they

were going to do it and they did it right there. And that was

it.  There rnras no probJ-ern. Like I said, the whole area behind

the school was all vacant and aII undeveloped. ft was a good

pJ-ace for i t  real. ly. I t  was kind of funny. We knew the

purpose of i t .  But quite obviousi-y those people lrere not

cotton picl<ers. I  guess an average... You pick cotton by the

weight. You get paid by how rnuch you pick by wight. f  guess

a typical- amount Ithat the prisoners would pick] as I remember

was l ike 75, 80 pounds. Anybody plcking over 100 pounds was

doing quite well  and I donrt thin]< there hrere very many of

thern that picked over a 100. To give you a cornparison at that

age I was probably picking a 150. Geen I remernber sayingn

t'wow, what }<ind of help are these guys rea1ly?" And f had no

reason to carry that on other than as some kind of passing

thought. Who was I at that age to say what was the

effectiveness of al- l- of this, but that was just a curious

thing that I remember. Because that,s how we kind of related

to i t .  Here I  was a 10 year  o1d,  11 year  o1d,  or  whatever ,

picking more than the....  But i t  was kind of funny that the
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same kind of fear that I mentj.oned earl- ler about the lnot

intel l igiblel of the German people and the Japanese, etc. And

early on the ftal ians of course. That didn't translate to the

situation that we had now with the POWs in our backyard. We

saw then--after that init ial curiosity--we saw thern, f saw

thern as peopJ-e. I couldn,t see that. these were the people

that we were fiqhting rniles and niles away.

So you didn't hear adults, for example, expressing conc€rn

that these dangerous enernies were right next to the school, or

something l ike that.

No, no. I don't know if that my own recoll-ectionr my

perception of i t ,  but I don't recal- l- ad.utts, or I don't recall-

hearing that from adults that the you kids stay way or that

these were the blankety bl-anks that did this and did that, Do

these were very fr iendly people. Like people we had in

Anthony kind of is what came across to me.

Now when cotton picl<ing season was over did the tent city go

away and, then they same bacl< or were they there ai-i- year?

No, they were there continuously, I ike I said I think that

they were there for two seasons, it seemed that way anlrway.

Do you remember what they did during the off season?

Probably, the GIs chased after the locaL qirLs and I don't

know what the prisoners did, We weren't able to go into their

camp of course. These hrere not high security situations nohl

that I think back on it .  I  don"t know if you've seen how they

pick cotton but usually they start at a farm and gradually

they go through it row by ro!{. But sometimes the rows are
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guite lonq so you have people scattered from one end of the

row to the other and you had one guard maybe at one end and

another one. It would have been a sinpi-e rnatter for somebody

to escape if  they had chosen to do so. So it  wasn't a high

security i<ind of situation. Nor was it  a very hosti le kind of

environment.

So,  you made no connect ion between these people real ly . . .

Not real-1y.

And the ones who were fighting against your brother or

whomever.

Not really. not reaJ,ly. l{e didn't go out and throw rocks and

tomatoes or whatever. That wasntt the case. We had one

cernan farnily at the next farn which is just within view from

our home. That family, ds I rernenber, came to the area

originatly from Germany. I remember when the war just

started, thinlcing hrohr or these maybe not, spies per se but are

these people dangerous or are they our friends? But that kind

of went away because rny dad and the man hrere well next door

neighbors and in fact he knew spanish better than I did. Just

l ike anyone in  the area.  His  nane was [O]< inseis???l  I  can

remember the oId man and his wife. And she was a very

neighborly person. Of course rde aLways crave the goodies and

the candies and etc. My rnorn and dad would visit thern and once

in a while we would tag along. I remember that, but r don't

know much of the situation... but I guess she would bake and

she would bring over some of those real nj-ce looking coffee

cakes, And boy we would go for that. Kind of makes me wonder



about our sensitivity nowadays to ethnic qroups, in those days

we d idn ' t  seem to have that  so v is ib1e. . .how can I  say i t

sensitivity to the various ethnic groups. We just were I

guess. If sonebody was our neighbor then somebody btas our

neighbor not because they were one ethnic group or the other,

we happened to be. Sini larly, I  guess the POWs. These were

people trying to do the best way they could f suppose under

their circumstances. They were hundred of thousands of niles

frorn home too, I guess.

Any other part icular recollections you have abouL that period.

What about when the end of War came? Do you have any memory

of VE or VJ Day?

oh yeah, sure. I  can stl l- I  see the newsreeLs at the rnovie

houses, the newspaper headl-ines. Oh yeah. Everybody Idas

happy because the guys were starting to come home. You would

see thern in their uniforms and so forth. In al l  our daily

events. You couldn't help i t .  I t  was just happening. eeople

Trlere coming back. Oh, all kinds of goodies started happening

after that. I t  was a very, very nice period of ny l i fe to

experience that. All of sudden we were on this very hard

thing--not for me personally--but it was happening and I could

see j-t  and al- l- of a sudden it 's over. Nothing but nice thingrs

happening to us.
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