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INTERVIEW ! , I I tH :  V i rg in ia  De te r  (Mrs '  Russe l l '

DATE :  June  10 ,  1988

PLACE:  E l  Paso ,  Texas

INTERV ]EWER:  BATbATA DCNt

B D : V i r g i n i a ,  w o u l d  y o u  b e  k i n d  e n o u g h  t o  t e l l  u s  h o w  o l d  y o u  a r e ?  w h e n

you were  born  and where  you were  born?

D : I  w a s  b O r n  i n  o k l a h o m a . ,  D e c e m b e r  t h e  l T t h  r  L 9 L 2 7  H e n r i e t t a '  o k l a h o m a '

r  w a s  e d u c a t e d  i n  T E x a s  f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  c o l l e g e  l e v e l ' T h e

A r m y  t o o k  u s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  u n i t e d  s T a t e s  a n d  I  c a m e  t o  E l  P a s o  i n  L 9 4 2

(5D:  what  was Your  maiden name?

D:  Peden ,  P :E :D  -  B :N '

BD:  And  how d id  you  mee t  you r  husband '  Russe l l ' f

D :  Russe I I , s  pa ren t s  we re  m iss i ona r i es ,  sou the rn  m iss i ona r i es r t o  B raz i l

and ,o f  Course r  t ha t ' s  d  ve l y  f i r re  3ap - - i s t  5 i l : cngnc l i  '  ' J t r t ' un  l - l ^ re ; ^e "

And  Dr .  De te r  and  h i s  w i fe  and  th f l g r  s i x  ch i l d ren  l i ved  down  the re  fo r '

t he  pa ren ts  were  the rg40  yea rs .  The  c f i i l d ren  d id  no t  come back  to  the

s tq fes  fo r  yea rs  to  s tay l t i t  t hey  were  co l l ege  tn t ' f  ' o  t he  dep ress ion

waso l l l t ha twasLyzS ,and iwasge t t ' i nE . . . v ; ccamccu t+ -c } , b i ] ' enebe r :a t t se
J

we cou ldn ' t  a f f o rd  to  send  two  daugh te rs  to  boa rd  a t  t he  Un ive rs i t y

so  my  fam i - I y  moved  ou t  t o  s immons . . i t  was  Hard in  s immons  Un ive rs i t y

\
a t  t ha t  t ime .  And  we  s tayed  the r {o r  two  and  a  ha l f  yea rs  and  l i ved

at  home and went  to  school  '

SoRusse l l ' s s i s t e rnDor i s 'wasa f i nemus i c i an .SheSang

andshep layed thev io l i nbeau t i f u l l yand lwasa l soamus j . c

I sangbeau t i f u l l yandp layed thev io l i nve rywe l l . .Andmy

was  a  f i ne  p ian i s t .  So  the  th ree  o f  us  go t  t oge the r  andprgan i

TheBraz i l i anS t ' r i ngT r i o .Anc la l l du r i ng the t i 'mea tco l l ege ,

rep resen tedS immonsUn i ve rs i t y -Wep layed . f o r t easand fo r l un

Wewereea r l ype r f o rmerson the rad io .And i twasa l }Ve ryex

And  Russe l1 ,  be ing  Dc r i s ' s  ] t ounger  t : r o t ' he r '  l oaned  me  h i s

b e a u t i f u l l Y

m a j o r .

s i - s t e r :

z e d

we

cheons.

c i t i n g .

s h i r t
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D:be fo re  he  eve r  saw  me ' ( l augh te r )  O f  cou rse '  I  was  go ing  i n  and  ou t

o f  t he  house  w l th  Dor l s -  So  he  i r t s t  dec ided  tha t  he  rea l l y  d idn t t  m ind

hav ing  to  have  th ree  o f  us  a i i  t 6e  L ime '  So  hc  s+ -a r ted '  ou t  wa i t i ng ' t i l

a f ter  rehearsals  to  date r js  we ever  went  to  the d ' rug s tore,  w€ got  three

o feve ry th l ng .Sowes ta r t edou tve ryavan t ' ga rde ' Iwou ldsay '

He was a f reshman and so was I  '

BD :  And  then  d id  you  ge t  mar r i ed  when  you  were  s t i l l  i n  g r radua te  schoo l?

D:  Yes .  BeCaUSe I  d idn t t  g radua te  f rom the  un i ve rs i t y  o f  Texas  un i t l

we  had  been  mar r i ed  abou t  e leven  yea rs '

eo :  ve t t ,  how abou t  h im?  He  was  i n  mec ica l  schoor  by  tha t  t ime '

D :No .Hehad toge t t h reeyea rsco l l egeand thena t twoyea rs ,h€ took

a t  t he  un i ve rs i t y  o f  A r i zona  because  h i s  o lde r  b ro the r  was  o t - t - t he raand

thenhehad togooneyea ra tBay lo rUn i ve r i s i t y so theywcu j cau tonna t i - ca l l y/

adm i th im toBay lo rMed i ca l schoo l .Andhewasen ro l l ed inL934 .

ge t  mar r i ed  
/ t i r ] r e l l  '  so  r  was  teach ing ;  he  was  f  i dd l i ng

a round  t r y ing  to  ge t -  a l l  o f  t ha t  co l l ege  beh ind  h im  and  I  was  teach ing '

I  was  teach ing  mus ic ,  f i r s t  a t  Pe r ry t .own ,  TExas  wdy  ou t  i n  t hc  panhand le .

And then ,when thedep ress ioncame l l t augh ton l yv i o l i nand l t augh t

fu l l  t ime  tw1 th  my  t ime  d i v ideJbe tween  Co lo rado  C i t y '  Texas  and  B ig

Spr ing , ,  Texas  .
I

BD. :  How d id you get  between the two p laces and where d id you | j lvev

D :By  bus .  I  l i ved  i n  a  doc t c r ' s  home '  i l e ve r  d ream ing  t ha t  I  eve r  r ea l l y

wd ld  l e  a  doc to r r s  w i fe .  I t  Co lo rado  C i tV ,  I  was  t cach ing  w i th  a  ve ry

f i ne  p iano  teacher  tha t  was  an  avan t -ga rde  pup i r  and  one  thaChe lped

es tab l . gh theP ianoGu i l d tha t you rch i l d ren ' , i f t hey t . ookp iano t , s t i l ' I

do .Tha t i sa t t heendo f t heyea ryoupe r fo rm . . you rmemor i zedp ieces

and  you  a re  j udged  by  you rse l f  aga is r r t  pe r fec t i on ,My  s i s te r ,  who  i s

ap ian i s t . . t heywerea i l i n vo l ved rn t . ha t .AndSowes ta r t ed the r : e

a t  co r l ege  reve l  when  som€ t reEy  i n te res t : -ng  t -h ings  were  deve lop ing

a t t  ove r  t he  coun t rY '
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BD:  How was  l i f e ,  be ing  a  teacher  du r ing  the  dep ress ion?  D id  you  make  ve ry
much money?
D:  Heavens  no !

BD:you  sa id  you  l i ved  i n  a  doc to r f s  house .  WEre  you  gove rness  o r  o r . .

t eache r  t o  t he  doc to r f s  ch i l d ren  o r  " 7

D :  Yes .  Usua l l y  t ha t  was  the  way .  The  pa ren t  wou ld  be  ve ry  anx ious  fo r

the i r  ch i l d  t o  have  mus ic  so  somet imes  we  q lou \d  t radeo f f  d i f f e ren t  t h ingg .

And  D r .  RA t l i f f  had  a  t i t t l e  g randson .  And  so . . t he  t eache rs  a t  t ha t  t ime

r^ re re  on l y  ge t t i n  $75 .00  a  mon ih . . . t c  t each  i n  t he  schoo l s .

pu r ing  tha t  t ime ,  t r  s tuCred .  t yp ing  a t  n igh t  sehoo l  because  I  cou ld  no t

ge t  any  k ind  o f  an  o f f i ce  j ob  o r  do  any  k ind  o f  work  r - : n less  I  knew how

to  t ype .So  I  l ea rned  ve ry  p ro f  i c i -en t l y  t he re .And  tha f  t ook  ca re  o f  us

a l l du r i ng  t he  yea rs  t ha t  Russe l l  was  s tudy ing  and  I  was  spe l l i ng  f o r  h im

( l augh te r )  and  t yp ing  up . . , .We  a lways  had  a  f un  t ime t  i t  r ea l l y  was  j us t

I

we d idn t  f ee l  dep r i ved  because  we  d idn ' t  have  money .

BD :  No  one  e l se  d i d ,

D :  No  one  e l se  d id .  You  had  to  l ea rn  to  keep  a  c i v i l  t ongue  because  j - f

} I ou  werqsmar t  a lec  o r  non  coopera t i ve ,  t hey  j us t  f i r ed  you  r i gh t  t hen

and there was no hray to  get  a  job.

BD: Where d id you work whi le  he was in  school? I n  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l ?

- :D:  I  worked for  the hospi ta l  most  o f  the t ime and then,  I  was not  a  nurse

I
o f  a n y  k i n d ,  f o n g  h a i r e d  m u s i c i a n s  d o  n o t  p r e p a r e  y o u  t o o  w e l l  f o r

h o s p i t a l  w o r k )  O u t  I  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  d i e t  k i t c h e n  a n d  h e l p e d  o r d e r  t h e

supp l i es  and  see  to  i t  t hey  a l l  gp f  on  the  t rays  and  tha t  so r t  o f  t h ing
/il' \ \And 

f  worked for  a  very d i f f icu l t  man for  ext ra money by the name of

DR.Duns  -  .  And  one  reason  tha t  he  wan ted  to  he lp  us  was  because

h ls  fa the r  was  a  Bou the rn  Bap t i s t  m iss iona ry  i n  B raz i l  and  so  he

was  15  o r  20  yea rs  o l de r  t han  we r  we re -  Oh .  h r r t  t - he  wo rs t  n i t - p i cke r !

I  was pbid 25 cents a page Lcr  cu l  s ler ic i is  for -  i ; i te  SLl r  Ser-v ice Commai- r , j

and  Edqar  was  l i ke  th i s :

I r d  g o  i n  a n d  I r d  h a n d  i t  t o  h i m  a n d  h e  a l w a y s  f o u n d  o n e  m i s t a k e
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bt t ,  o f  an

D :  And  he  t a l ked  w i t h  a  l i t t l e l accen t  and  he  sa id r r "

I  a lways  f i nd  a  m ls take  even  i f  I  can  on l y  change  an

I  had to  learn to  be ery prec ise ! .n  my typ ing '
ge la t i n  t ype

BD:  Those  we re  s tenc i l s .

D :  R igh t .And  then  w i th  the  m i l i t a ry  you  have  so  many

g i r l  t ha t  can  do  a l l  o f  t he  numbers  w i thou t  m is takes

a t  my  f  j - nge rs .  (  t augh te r )

V e 1 1 ,  V i r g i n i a '

a  t o  a  d . "  A n d  s o

numbers .  I 'm  one

and  w i thou t  l ook ing

l  a n r i  C  i  f  r y - C o r : n t V .  A n dv * * J

t r ansc r ibed  and  Pu t  ove r

t o  ca ta l og  a l l  o f  t he

the  numbers ,  i n te rna t i ona l

4f , " . ,  another  job I  had there was t ranscr iUingf i f f  o f  the char ts  f rom

B a y l O r  U n i v e r s i t y  g  ? n o v r [ g - \ = - ' r  o r r n h i  I  i  c  c l i n i c  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l i z e d  p l a c e '
- ' \ u  I  r v

4hi= t "= a l l  brand new,  i th ich was cver  at  P 'a: :k

tha t  was  j us t  t housands  o f  cha r t s  t ha t  had  to  be

the re .  Once  aga in ,  f  wa iwork ing  w i th  numbers .

(n "n  ano the r  j ob  I  d id  wh i l e  I  was  the re .was

d iseases  tha t  wen t  t h rough  Bay lo r  hosp i ta l  w i th

nmbersr  so so ius t tn . /3{" j_ t i }E i+t l7" r  i f  i t ' s  s  i t ' s - j -n  an in ternat ional

code .Very th ing  tha t  I  d id  was  ve ry  i n te res t i ng .  I  wo rked  on  the  ou ts ide

6U book .  And  l ha t  ras  when  the  Bay lo r  med ica l  s tuden ts  the i r  @b in  the

homes .  And  i t  was  work inq r  ove r  t he  te lephone  ,  . ge t t i ng  d i rec t i ons  so

tha t  we  cou ld  send  the  s tuden ts  ou t .  I f  t he re  was  a  p ro fesso r  o r  a

s tuden t  t ha t  was  e i t he r  we l l  l i ked  o r  ha ted ,  t hen ,when  t he  we l l  baby  c l i n i c
a

woU ld  s ta r t  com ing  i n ,  whY  you td  have r " send  Jones " ( l augh te r )

So  by  t - ha t  t ime ,  Russe l l  d i d  ma le  nu rs i ng .

BD :  Wh i l e  he  was  i n  schoo l .

D :  yes .  Bu t  t he  l as t  yea r  he  j us t  cou ld  no t  do  t ha t  a t  a l l - .Du r i ng  t ha t

t imer  rny fa ther  had d ied so my mother  came to l i ' re  wi th  me, i  wi th  us.

So  she  was  ab le  to  s tay  home w i th  ou r  two  ch i l d ren .  I  wen t  t o  work  as  a

s ta f f  sec re ta ry  fo r  t he  V is i t i r r g  i i u i l - se  Assoc ia t i on  i n  DaL l -as .  And  I

was work ing for  them when they came up wi th  th is  marvelous name"Planned

\\
P a r e n t h o o d ' . I  k n e w  M a r g a r e t  S a n g e t  i t r  i a t e r -  y e a r s  t h r o u g h

Iv l€ r l  Get t ing  here  in  town;
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I

D: ln  E l  paso ,  who  was  a  b ig  p lanned  pa ren thood ,buppor te r .  And  they  though t

tha t  was  pussy - foo t i ng  a round . .  They  fe l t  l i ke  they  j us t  ough t  t o  ca l l  i t

a  b i r t h  con t ro l  c l i n i c .

D :  D id  Russe l l  go  f r om med i ca l  schoo i  t o  a  m i l i t a r y  i n t e rnsh ip  o r  d i d  he

90 . . . ?

D :  No ,  he  wenL  to  a  regu la r  med j - ca l  j - n te rnsh ip  r i gh t  t he re  a t  Pa rk land

and  then  a t  t he  end  o f  t ha t  t ime ,  end  o f  h : . s  f i r s t  yea r  o f  i n te rsh ip7

the war  was declared as of  December the 7th.  The doctors that  were ahead

o f  us  sa id  tha t  he  abso lu te f l *  cou l "d [ c t .  be  l e f t  a lone  t c  do  a l l  o f  t he
{

t ra in ing  th t  he  wan ted  to  do  so  he  was  ca l l ed  i n  s i x  mon ths  ahead  o f  a l l

h i s  budd ies  i ns tead  o f  go ing  ha l f  t h rough  h i s  second  yea r  o f  i n te rnsh ipo

h is  res idency  be ing  pu l l ed ,  s \ t hen  a t t -  du r ing  the  war r  w€  had  tha t  6

mon ths  edge  on  rem.We 'd  ge t  ou |  p romot ions  s i x  non ths  be fo re .

BD: And where were you stat ioned dur ing t -he war?
he  was  neve r  ou t  he re ,  h i s  b ro the r  was

D:Always in  the States.  We were at  For : t -B* ' iss , ,  Camp Swi f t .  We were 3\ ,  years

the re ,

BD:  Where  i s  t ha t?

D:  Ou t  o f  Aus t j -n ,  BAs t rop .  And  we  were  the re  w i t . h  a  ha l f  a  dozen  doc to rs

and  two  den t i s t s .  John  D .  Ke t l y  ano ' r ' r u i t t  l " I a< idox  were  the  den t i s t s  t he re

tha t  were  a t l  i n  ou r  ca r  PooJ -

And  then  he  was  ass igned  as  command ing  o f f i ce r  f o r  t he  REpub t i c  wh ich

was  a  t roop  sh ip  made  in  to  a  hosp i ta l  sh ip .And  then  we  were  s i x  mon ths

in  Char les ton ,  Scu r -h  Carc l i na ,  And  fhen  he  was  s i x  rnon ths  aboard  sh ip

bu t  t hey  go t  d ry -docked  so  we  d idn ' t  have  to  qo  to  war .  o f  cou rse ,  t hey

wou ldn f t  l e t  us  go .  So  then  I  d rove  ac ross  coun t r y  and  me t  h im  in

& t i f o rn ia ,  when  he  came th rough .

B D : T h a t  w a s ' w h e r e  h e  w a s  i n  d r l z  c i o c k ?

D :  N o .  P a n a m a . T h e  b e s t  p a r t  o f  i t  w a s  h e

t h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c

t h e  s h i p r  h a v i n g  s p e n t  a l l  t h a t  t i m e  i n

had  700  nu rses  on  h i s  sh iP

thea te r .And  so  when  he  go t  o f f

d ry  dock  w i th  these  nu rses
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D:asho re ,  he  go t  o f f

(  Iaughter  )

BD:WEl l ,  t hen  d id  1 'ou  l i ve

d ry  dock?

D:  Oh  no . f t  was  wh i l e  t hey  were  the re  t r r

t hey  d idn r t  have  to  go  and  man  a l l  t hose

had,  when f  say our  whole t ime was spent

the fami ly  because he was gone that  t ime.

the sh ip and sa id he never  wanted to  see another  one

1n Pana.ma for  s ix  months whi le  h is  sh ip was in

d r y - d o c k ,  V J  w a s  d e c l a r e d .  S o

o u t p o s t s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .  S o  w e

i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  w h a t  f  m e a n t  w a s

BD:Now a f te r  VJ  day  was  dec la red ,  where  was  he  s ta t i oned  then?

D:We11 ,  we  came  back  he re  because  i t  was  t ime  f o r  h i n  t o  be  d i scha rged .

BD:  And  then  wha t  d id  he  do  i n  g radua te  schoo l?  h i s  res idency?
was

D:He  d id . . . t he  res i dency  t ha t  he  had l f o r  3 \  o r  4  yea rs  a t  Camp  Sw i f t .

I t  was  i n  t he  hosp i ta l  and  h i s  conur ta i rd ing  o f f i ce r  aL l -  t ha t  t ime  was

Dr .  H igg inbo tham tha t  was  one  o f  t he  f i nes t  genera l  su rgeons  i n  the  Un i ted

STa tes r f r om New Yo rk  C i t y .  So  he  d i dn f t  have ,  l i ke  you  wou ld  say  a  su rg i ca l

res idency  bu t  t ha t  was  a l l  t hey  d id .  So  under  th i s  ve ry  f i ne  su rgeon

and  they  were  ou r  f r i ends  
/ t i l  

he  d ie< l  no t  t -oo  l ong  ago .

B D : W h a t  m a d e  y o u  c h o o s e  E I  P a s o ?

D :  W e I l ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  w e  l o v e d  E l  P a s o  b e c a u s e  h i s  b r o t h e r  w a s  a  o o c t o r

w h o  w a s  s t a t i o n e d  o u t  a t  F ' i 1  B l i s s  a n d  h i s  w i f  e ,  W a n d a  ,  t h a t  y o u  k n e w

b e c a u s e  s h e  c a m e  h e r e  a n d  l i v e d  a l l  t h o s e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  w a r .  W e  h a d

b e e n  o u t  h e r e  t o  v i s l t .  A n d  t h c n  w e  l . . ' c . r e  g o a n g  b a c k  t o  D a l l a s ,  B u t  b y  t h a t

t i m e r t h e  t i m e  h e  w a s  t h r o u g h ,  t h e  d o c t o r s  h e  w a s  s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  l v e r e

e i t h e r  \ r :  r e t i r i n g  o r  w e r e  g o n e .

A n d  h i s  b e s t  m e d i c a l  f r i e n d s  w e r e  f r o m  E l  P a s o :  D r . N e w t  W a l k e r , r D R .

W y c t i f f e  C u r t i s , ,  D r ,  J . B .  R o b b i n s ,  w h o  d i e d  a  l o n g  t i m e  a q o f h i s  s o n ' s

h e r e r a n d  t w o  o r  t h r e e  o t h e r s .  A n d  t h e n  R u s s e l l  h a d  s o m e  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d i

h e r e r D r .  V o n  B r e e s o n ,  M a r y  ,  t h e y  w e r e  h e r e .  A n d  s o  w h e n  i t  c a m e

t i m e  t o  m a k e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w h y  a l l  o f  t h e s e  t h a t  w e r e  o u r  b e s t  f r i e n d s
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D :a l I  t h rough  t he  se rv i ce  a l l  sa i d r "We l l ,  i f  you t re  no t  go ing  back  t o

Da l l as  why  don t t  you  come  and  l ook  E l  Paso  ove r?  "  So  we  d id  and  when  he

vis i ted wi th  Dr .  Lee Wl lcox he iounci  out  that  h is  wi fe  Rober ta was a Pi

ph l  j us t  l i ke  # tV  Ren l - ck  was  a  p i  Ph i  and  Russe l l  had  been  a  hasher  a t

t he  P i  Ph i  house .  So  we  rea l l y  had  a  n i ce  nuc leus  o f  f r i ends .

BD:  Then  you  moved  he re  and  you  s t i l l  had  j us t  t he  two  ch i l d ren .

D :  Yes .

BD:And where d id you l ive then?

D:WE l i ved  on  Cumber l and  S t ree t . i n  t he  4200  b l ock .  And  t hen  Russe I l  d i dn ' t

even  know he  was  l ook ing  fo r  a  house .  He  came home one  day  and  I  sa id r "We l l ,

I  f ound  a  house  tha t  we  can  spend  the  res t  o f  ou r  l i f e  i n .  Wou ld  you  l i ke

to  go  see  i t ? "  He  su re  wou ld  so  I  b rough t  h im  ove r  he re  and  I  sa id r "RAd fo rd
,  , {  correct

i s  t he  d i v id ing  l i ne  fo r  Co fwe l l  schoo l  and  we  a re  on  the  s ide  so  we

can  go  t o  Co ldwe l l  s choo l  and  Aus t i n  h i gh  schoo t ' j

I  showedh im wha t  i t  was  and  i t  was  a  f r i - cnd ,c f  t hc  tha t  was

a  rea l  es ta te  agen t  t ha t  knew wha t  I  was  took ing  fo r  t ha t  t o ld  me  th i s

house  was  fo r  sa le  and  i t  hadn ' t  even  been  pu t  on  the  marke t .We d idn ' t
't

even  hes i t a te .  Russe l l  j u s t  ,  he  sa id  {  you ' r e  su re  t h i s  i s  wha t  you  wan t ,

we '  11 make the change."

BD: How old f f in"  house %,

D:  Twen ty - f i ve  yea rs  o ld .

BD:  And  th i s  was  a round  L945 ,46?

D :  No ,  we  came  i n  ' 46 .  [Ve  moved  he re  i n  ' 49 .  We  moved  he re  i n  Augus t

o f  t 49  and  Phy l l i s  was  bo rn  i n  November  o f  ' 49 .  so  PHy l i i s . [ ,we re  bo rn  i n-  
r . tE Dwight

th i s  house  and  i t r s  a lways  been  one  house .  The  o the r  two  go t  moved

f rom p i l l a r  t o  pos t .

BE:  What  hospi ta ls  were here in  town when you came to town?

D:WEI I ,  t he re  was  Ho te l  D ieu ,

BD :  I n  i t s  p resen t  l oca t i on?
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D :  Yes ,  i t ' s  a lways  been  i n  i t s  p resen t  l oca t i on .

Prov idence 'was over  on one of  those o ld s t reets  in  Sunset  Heights .And

werd  been  he re  qu i te  a  wh i i e  when  they  made  the  b ig  move  to  bu i l d  t h i s

new Communi ty  hospi ta l ,  Prov idence.  andtouthwestern was here because

Sou thwes te rn  was  o r i g ina l l y  a  tube rcu los i s  sana ta r i um and  was  run  by  the

Holman fami ly .  And then Dr .  Long and Emma were here and they had the

sana ta r i um tha t  was  Ken tucky ,  s t i l l  i n  t h i s  pa r t  o f  t own .  I t  was  -
'-7

BD:  D id  Russe l l  go  i n  w i th  anyone  when  he  came he re  o r  was  he  -  I

D :  W i th  D r .  W i l cox .  And  t hey  rema ined  pa r t ne rs  un t i l  D r .  W i l cox  d i ed .

Jus t  on  a  handshake .  f t  l as ted  l onger  than  mos t  o f  ' em.

BD:  When  you r  ch i l d ren  s ta r ted  schoo l ,  and  they  wen t  t o  Co1dwe l l  and  then

they  wen t  t o  Aus t j -n .  When  d id  you  become invo l ved  i n  the  Med ica l  Aux i l i a r y?

D:F rom the  ve ry  f  i r s t  day  f  was  !e re .

BD:Have  you  been  invo l ved  i n  the  w i  es  g roup  i n  the  m i l i t a ry?

D:  I  was . .we  were  a lways  mov ing  a round .  See  ,  t ha t  was  when  they

v re re  ge t t r rg  new t roops  i n .  O f  cou rse ,  we  were  a lways  hosp i ta l  pegp le .

But  f  worked wi th  wives a l l  the t ime there because I  was a lo t  more

accus tomed  to  see ing  wha t  was  a  necess i t y  and  wha t  was  a  f r i l l  and  j us t

s t i ck ing  w i th  the  necess i t i es  ano  many  o f  t hem came in to  the  se rv i ce  j us t

rea l l y  unp repared  fo r  t he  d i f f e ren t  c rea t i ve  t ype  o f  t h in3you  had  to  do

in  o rde r  t o  su rv i ve .

BD:  D id  you  have  to ,  when  you r  husband  repo r ted  to  a  new base '  d id  you

have  pu t  on  you r  wh i te  g lovesand  you r  ha tpnd  you r  ca t l i ng  ca rd  and  go

to  the  command ing  o f f i ce r ' s  o f f i ce  and  l eave  you r  ca rd?

D:  vJe  d idn f  t  l eave  ca rds  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  because  i - t  was  expand ing

too  rap id l y .  Bu t  we  a lways  made  a  f o rma l  ca l l .  And  we  had . . t he  men  i n

the  hosp i ta l ,  i t t s  a  sma l l e r  g roup  and  you  have  a  l o t  more  con tac t

w i th  you r  command ing  o f f  i ce r .  When  in i )EAumon t - ,  j us t  l i ke  ou t  he re ,  a l t hough

th i s  i s  l a rge  f o r  an  a rmy  hosp i t a l  i t  i s  s t i l 1  a  sma l l  spec ia l i ze *d  g roup

tha t  see  each  o the r  ,  do  th ings  toge the r ,  and  they  don ' t  have  ve ry  much

to  do  w i th  the  l i ne  o f f i ce rs .
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D:  O f  eou rse ,  f  was  a lways  i n te res ted

town,  the f i rs t  th ing f  d id  was to  go

and  fo r tuna te l y ,  f  sang  we1 l  enough  and

me to eome.

in  music  so when we

and  check  the  mus ic
. ,  t \

-  -  r U Y 'p l a v e d * e n o u s h  t h a t
A .

moved to a new

oppor tun i t i es

they  a lways  l i ked

D:  When  you  became invo l ved  w i th  the  Med ica l  f t ax i l i a r y  i n  E l  Paso  i s

a,p"uf t t re  t ime the Medi larks s tar ted? You were one of  the founders of

Med i l a r ks .tne

D:  Wel l ,  I  was orr " "  o f  the suppor ters  but  f  never  < i id  s ing wi th  the

g roup .Tha t  d idn r t  s ta r t  rea l l y  as  ea rJ . y  as  some o f  t he  o the rs .  When  I

came here and became a member in  the spr ing of  t  46,  you had two years

where  you r  husband  was  a  p rov i s iona l  so  t46  and  ' 47 ,  t hose  two  l rea rs

I  j us t  sa t  on  t he  s i de l i nes  and  c l apped  my  hanos .Bu t  t hen  rn ' 48 ,  I  was

a  regu la r  ac t i ve  member  and  rea l l y  f rom tha t  t ime  on . .  I  more  o r  l ess

s tayed  ac t i ve  i n  t he  a reas  f  was  mos t  i n te res ted  i n .

D :Wha t  a l l  d id  the  Aux i l i a r y  do  i n  t hose  days?  How does  d i f f e r  now?

D:  We l l ,  i n  t hose  days  you  though t  abou t  t he  amoun t  o f  money  tha t  you r

you rse l f  cou ld  ra j - se  i n  you r  own  loca l i t y i  how you  cou ld  ra i se  i t .

So  you  had ,  i n  o the r  words  you  d idn ' t f i ave  any  o f  you r  g ran ts  o r  you r

pe t i t i ons  o r  any th ing  I i ke  tha t  o r  have  bus iness  say  " I  w i l l  g i ve  you

$5 r000  t o  wo rk  on  sea t  be l t s "  f o r  i ns tance .Or  wo rk  on  sea t  be l t s  f o r

ch i  l d ren  .

You see that  came a long not  more than 15 years ago.  And so when we

s ta r tead  ou t  rw€  were  l im i t . eC  to  nu rse  rec ru i t ;  no t  hea l th  man  powerT

bu t  nu rse  rec ru i t .  And  then  you  w€re  t im i ted  to ,  you  d - i dn ' t  g i ve  any

l i ke  we  had  a  hea l th  ca ree rs  a I1  these  yea rs ,  you  d idn t t  do  any th ing  on  a

b lg  sca le  l i ke  tha t .  I t  was  more  i nd i v idua l  and  i f  t he  schoo l  o r  t he  town

was  recep t i ve ,  you  go t  t o  do  a  l o t  and  i f  i t  wasn ' t ,  why  you  had  to  do

wha t  you  cou ld ,

BD:Wha t  so r t  o f  p ro jec ts  d id  they  have  i n  the  50s?
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D:  I ' 11  t e l t  you  wha t ,  I r ve  go t  i t  r i gh l  he re .

In  1946 ,  Mrs .  Tu rne r  was  i ns ta l l ed  p res iden t  o f  t he  s ta te  conven t ion  i n

Ga tves ton  .  And  tha t  was  the  f i r s t  conven t i on  tha t  we  a t tended .  So  du r ing

her  year ,  she worked on nurse recru i tment ,  scholarsh ip ass is tance among

h igh  schoo l  s t uden ts ,  and  ass i s ted  nu rs i ng  schoo l s .

When the convent ion was held i -n  L947 rQgxi l iar ies were q iven awards

fo r  membersh ips ,  sa le  o f  Uyge ia (  t ha t ' s  be fo re . . t ha t  was  t he  na t i ona l

magaz ine  tha t  was  ca1 led  Hyge ia )  su rg i ca l  examina t i ons ,  subsc r ip t i on  to

the  Bu l l e t i n .  The  Bu l l e t i n  was  l i ke  ou r  T ranscac t i ons ,  l eg i s ta t i ve  p rog rams

hea l t h  t a l ks  and  f i tms .Pub l i c  r e l a t i ons  p rog rams ,  j ou rna l  r eade rs ,

pub l i c i t y  and  j ou rna l  repo r t s ,  doc to r r s  day .  scho la rsh ip ,  memor ia l  and

l i b ra r y  f und r ' exh ib i t s r  p ro j ec t s  and  ph i l an th ropy .  So  bas i ca l l y ' t hose  a re

the  same genera l  a reas  wc  havc  nc r . , ' cn f y f -ney  a re  so  e labo ra te  tha t  yo i :  wou ld

\(t;''F
never ' that  could be developed that  much when you were s i t f -ng there and

l i s ten i rq to  a l l  o f  t h i s  and  th i s  was  so  much  more  than  they  had  done  be fo re .
)

Now Mrs .  George  Tu rne r  rea l l y  shou ld  be  ou r  cen te r  p iece  fo r  ou r  E l

paso  Med ica l  ux i l i a r y  because  she  i s  t he  on l y  one  tha t  no t  on l y  was

coun ty  p res iden t ,  s ta te  p res iden t  bu t  na t i ona l  p res iden t .

BD :And  you  say  L946 ,  when  she  was  s ta te  p res iden t ' . .

D :  Tha t ' s  r i gh t .  They  a l so  s ta r t ed . .  -

End  o f  TApe  I ,  s i de  L ,  abou t  30  m inu tes

TApe  I ,  s i de  2

BD:  You  say  you  s ta r ted  the  Ieadersn rp  p rog ram?

When  Mrs .  Tu rne r  was  s ta te  p res iden t ,  V i rg in ia  Thompson was

in  1946  andpres iden t .  And  you  s ta r ted  you r  zux i l i a r y  t ra in ing

m issed  you r  f i r s t  mee t i ng  t h i s  yea r ,  i n  t 9BB-

D :  We l l r  Op€  reason  i t  was  ve ry  easy  t o  do .  F i r s t  < . r . [  a l i ,

mos t  f asc ina t i ng  peop le  tha t  were  work ing  ac t i ve l y  i n  t he

They  were  exce l l en t  f eader )  t hey  were  c rea t i ve  th inke r i

ahead and i t  was very s t imulat ing to  be around them'  (

r t - ^ - -  L - . J  ! L ^
L I I E  y  r l c t L r  L l l u

M e d i c a l  A u x i l i a r Y

t h e y  w e r e  l o o k i n g
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BD: Were there more energy or  ent  rs iasm toward

there is  now?

DD:  Oh  my  yes .  f  can  no t

been in  the past  l -C or  15

Espec ia l l y  i n  E l  Paso .

BD:  I  t h ink  tha t ' s  p re t tY

i r .

t he  Aux i l i a r y  then  than

t h i n k  o f  l e s s  e n e r g y  b e  e x e r t e d  t h a n  t h e r e  h a s

years  t l ian  there  has  been tc r . ra rd  the  Aux i l ia ry .

the  norm o f  a l l  o rgan iza t ion : th roughout  the

coun t ry .

D:  But  a t  that  t ime everybody thought  that  your  f i rs t  commit tment

to  the  Aux i f i u ry f fo  p romote  you r  husband ' s  bus iness  and  h i s  we l fa re  and

to h lep create the image of  a  helper  to  the communi ty  instead of  be ing

a money grabber .  And i t  was very d ishear tening to  see the women put

eve ry th ing  i n  t he  wor ld  ahead  o$  UeA ica l  Aux i l i a r y  ac t i ve  work .

They  read  ha l f  o f  wha t  was  u r r i t t en ,  nea r l y  a l l  o f  ou r  Aux i l i a r y

members  read  ha l f  o f  wha t  was  wr i t t en  and  l i s tened  to  ha l f  o f  wha t  was

sa id  and  they  came up  w i th  the  wrong  conc lus ions .And  tha t  was  as  l ong

as  they  pa id  the i r  Aux i l i a r y  dues ,  t hey  d id  no t  have  to  pa r t i c i pa te

because  sa id  one  o f  t hem to  mer "They  sa id  tha t  we  were  to  go  ou t  i n  t o  the

commun i t y  and  work  i n  t he  ccmmun j t f r .  "  t  { l g } t  i j . ke  A l i ce  j n  WonderLand '

f  f e l t  l i ke 'Oh  r ro r  no r  i n  t he  commun j . t y  a f te r  you  have  done  wha t  you ' re

t
supposed  to  do  i n  Aux i l i a rY ,

Bu t  t hey ' re  ge t t i ng  back  now to  Aux i l i a r y  and  I rm  g lad  to  see  i t .  Maybe

I  '  11  l i ve  l ong  enough"  ( rauVh te r )

D :Now the  Korean  war  b roke  ou t  r i g i r t .  u f l e r  t ou  a i i  we t i l  i r r  t o  p rac t i ce .
Rudse i i

Was there any thought  of  go ing back in  the serv ice at  that  t ime?

D:Yes .  I  l o s t  t he  l as t  o f  my  p re j ud i ce ,  L f  I  had  d lY r  when  a  f i ne  Neg ro

doc to r  who  was  an  o f f i ce r  ou t  a t  Fo r t  B l i ss  examined  Russe l l  and  to ld

n ' -
h im  no t  t o  wo r r y  abou t  be in  r eca l l ed  ,  t ha t  he .d i sab i l i t y  enough . ( l augh te r )

D :  Wha t  d id  the  Aux i l i a r y  do  du r ing  the  Korean  war .  D j -d  they  ro l l

bandages  and . .

D :  No .  Tha t  was  a l l f o r  t he  f i r s t  Wor ld  War .
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BD:  How d id  the  Aux i l ia ry  par t i c ipa te  dur ing t h e  p o l i o  
" t i " " J .  

T h a t

was dur ing -

D :  Tha t  was  dUr ing  Mary  Emma Von  Breeson /  D r 'DE l ton  von  B reesenrs  w i fe '

he r  yea r  as  coun ty  p res iden t .  And  tha t  was  o rgan ized  w i th  the  Med ica l

soc ie t y  and  the  Med ica l  Aux i i i a r y  and  i t  was  head 'qua r te red  r i gh t  t he re  i n

the Turner  home in  the l iv ing room. And the people came in  and got  the i r

po l i o  on  the  l i t . t l e  suga r  cube  and  wcn t  ou t '  The i r  d idn ' t  have  to  pay '

ftnere wa3 a container i f  you wanted to pay something but i t  was not

requ i red  a t  a1 l . .  And  t ha t  was  ve ry  success fu l - '

And  tha t  was ,  I  suppose ,  t he  b igges t  comb ined  e f fo r t  t ha t  t he  Aux i l i a r y

and  the  Med ica t  soc ie t y  hao  done  up  Lo  t i r a t  t ime .we  were  ve ry  p roud  o f  i t '

BD :  Then  when  d id  you  become coun ty  p res iden t?

t

D: In  t 59 , ' 60 .

BD: And what  were your  main pro jects? at  that  t ime? Do you remember?

D:Jus t  more  o f  t he  same th ing ,

BD: And then you went  on to  be a commj- t te  chai rman on the s tate level  '

D :  Yes .  I  have  i t  a I I  w r i t t en  down .1 '  know tha t  comes  as  a  su rp r i se  bu t  I

can r t  remember  those  th ings . In  the  coun ty ,  Ln  the  Aux i ] ' i a r y ra re  you  i n -

t e res ted in theda tes tha t l d i d these th i ngs?

BD:  No .  Jus t . . bas i c

D :  I  was  a  new rnember  i n  1946 .  T  was  p rog ram cha i rman ,  I  was  yea r  book

cha i rmanr l  was  t reasu re r rsoc ia l  cha i rman  and  coun ty  p res iden t  i n  L959  '

1960 .And  then  i n  Lg67 ,  t hey  made  me  an  honora ry  member  o f  t he  coun ty

soc ie t y .And  I  had  i t  ove r  he re  t en  yea rs ,  t ha t r s  t he  pas t  t en  yea rs '

as AMEREF as chai rman and Auxi l iary  page edi tor  for  the EI  Paso

magaz ine .

BD:  Now you  were  s ta te  p res iden t  i n  L966"

D :  , 6 5  a n d  , 6 6  t h e  j o b s  t h a t  I  h e l d  a t  s t a t e  w e r e  d i s t r i c t

t h e n  I  w a s  t r e a s u r e r  f o r  t w o  y e a r s ,  s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r ; I  w a s

counci  1  ,woman

wes te rn  reg iona l

p res iden t  i n
res i den t ;  and  I  was  p res iden t -e l - ec t  i n  ' 64 ,  ' 65  and
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I
D :  1965 .  ' , 66  .  ,  - ,  ^1o t " v

t t "  t
{ I hen  f  neve r  d id  qu l t ,  poo r  dea r } .  Bu t  f rom t55  to  ' 7 {a t  t ha t  t i r ne r the

past  pres idents s tayed on the advisory commit tee f ive yeargand then went
Q4u. ' ,set \ t r r  " ,

s i x  you r  name was  de le ted .Then  fo r  two  yea rs  f  was  Texas  Counc i l . l o r

o f  t he  Womants  Aux i l i a r y  to  the  Sou the rn  Med ica l  Assoc ia t i on . .4 td  tha t  was

the  t ime  tha t  we  d id  an  unusua l  p resen ta t i on  fo r  Sou the rn  fo r  D r .  Med fo rd

Rouse .  WE d id  a  l i f e  h i s t o r y  o f  D r ,  owensThey  d i dn ' t  f i t  i n  any  p rope r

ca tego r ies  w i th  resea rch  fo rma ts  so  they  had  to  th ink  up  new ca te  c r i es

DEter

so  tha t  we  cou ld  have  ou r  f i r s t  p lace .

S ince  then  I r ve  been  read ing  the  d i rec t i ons  ve ry  ca re fu l l y .

Le t r s  see ,  I  was  s ta te  pa r l i r f i t . a r i an ,  ' 68 r ' 69 iand  f  was  a  cha r te r  member

o f  t he  commi t tee  fo r  i he  Phys i c ia r i ' s  3cne . ; c lenc  i i - unC tha t  i s  s t i l l  go ing

s t rong .And  i n ' 70 ,  I  was  on  t he  ad  hoc  commi t t ee  t o  s tudy  pub l i ca t i ons

. f
and  f n  1980 ,  81 , I  was  t he  p res iden t i a l  adv i so r  t o  Ann  P i t ch fo rd '  M rs .  W.R .

Pi tchBrd .

S:Now you were AMA

a  l so .

. cha i rman  o f  t i i e  i ' i ea l t h  CAree rs  fo r  a  coup le  o f  yea rs t

D :  I  wasn r t  t he  cha i rman . . I  a lways  worked  on  tha t  because  tha t  was  one  o f

Russe l l r s  i - n te res t s .

BD :Russe l l  and  F rank  Gea ry . . and  t he re

6.{
a  ve te r i n -ean . .They  s ta r ted  the  Hea l th

D :  f  f l na l l y  became  i nac t i ve  i n  t ha t

d i sca rd .Bu t  As  l ong  as  we  a re  on  my  j .

a t  na t i ona l?

BD:  Yes .

was  a  den t i s t r t oo  wasn ' t  t he re  
i

Ca ree rs  back in  |  66 .

a n d  s o  a l l  o f  t h a t  s t u f f  I  j u s t  h a d  t o

o b s  a r e  y o u  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w h a t  I  d i d

h a v e  b e e n  a

y e a r  i n  L 9 6 6 ,

D :  O . K .  y o u r r e  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  s e r v e  a t  n a t i o n a l  u n t i l

c o u n t y  a n d  a  s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t . S o  w h e n  I  g o t  t h r o u g h  w i t h

you

my

they  asked  me  to  se rve  on  the  reso lu t i on?commi t ted , t f t . t t ,  i n  Lg67 ,  I  was
t\

elected to  the nat ional  nominat ing commit tee and that  was a l ibera l

educa t i on .Bu t  t he  bes t  pa r t  was  tha i  i  goL  to  ca i i  I ' , i r s .  R .C .L .  RoeberLson



D: of  Houston and

REglonal  ,

14.

ask her i f  she would be vice president of  the sout 'hern

.  o f  the  un i ted  s ta tes .  And th is  was a  b ig  th r i l l .

l la r jor ie  Rober tson had been a lone up there I  would say ten or  twelve years/

being the only  one f rom Texas that  came'  And so when r  s tar ted going up

the re ,  we l l  t hen  the re  were  ac tua l l y  t h ree  o f  us  because  Hami l t on  Fo rd rs

w l fe  worked  up  the re  a t  na t i ona l  l eve l  and  Mar jo r i e  Rob inson .  5o  then

there were the three of  us for  qu i te  a long whi le '

And af ter  { -  was on that  commit teer then I  served as chai rman of  the

Sou the rn  Reg iona l  commi t te  fo r  ru ra l  hea l th .Then  I  was  Sou the rn  REg iona I

cha i rman  fo r  Hea l th  Man  power  and  the  tas t  j ob  r  had  as  the  d i rec to r '  r

was  e lec ted  to  the  Board  o f  D i rec to rs ,  was  I  was  pu t  on  the  p rog ram deve lop -

men t  commi t tee .

And  those  yea rs  were  ve ry  i nsp i r i ng .A l l  k i nds  o f  new ideas '  AMA '  ERS '

was  c rea t -ed  to  he lp  on  a  na t i ona l  sca le  the  med ica l  s tuden ts  tha t  needed
that

f j , nanc ia l  a id . .  so  tha t t s  one  reason  why  has  a rways  been  dea r  to  rny

hear t .  Because  I  was  r i gh t  t he re  anc l  wa tched  i t  be ing  bo rn . .And  a l l  o f

t hese  d i f f e ren t  t h ings . . . t he  Hea l th  Man  Power  p rog ram we  b roadened  i t  t o
Man

Hea l t h  ca ree rs ,  I  mean  Hea l t h4POwer  was  a l so  ca l l ed  Hea l t h  ca ree rs 'And  i t

i nvo l ved  eve ry  s j -ng le  hea l th - re la ted  j ob .  And  we  had  them a I l  l i s ted

acco rd ing  to  you r  educa t i ona l  l eve l .  We  rea l I y  gave  tha t  na t j -ona l

exposu re .

I  w ro te  Hea l th  Man  Power ,  bea t  t he  d rumleve ry  gua r te r  f o r  t h ree ' f ou r

yea rs  tha t  wen t  ou t  on  a  na t i c rna l  news  shee t .Ano the r  t h ing  tha t  was  dev -

e loped up there and one reason why I  was so in teresta l in  i t ,  was to

Pos i t i on
deve lop  th i s  f o r  p rog rams .And  i t  was  a  need  and  i t  was  b rand  new '

And  ou r  son  Dw igh t  was  a  member  o f  t ha t  phys i c ian 'ass i s tan t  p rog ram a t

Bay lo r  Hea l th  cen te r  a t  Hous ton .And  he  was  g rac lua ted  i n  t he  th i rd  o r

f ou r t h  c l ass '

And so he has been inst rumenta l  in

l i nes , to  g i ve  i t  con t i nu i t y  no  rna t te r
t -

capac i ty  .

put t ing  down on Paper  the  gu ide

w h e r e  i t  i s  u s e d ,  s e r v e d  i n  t h i s



Deter
15 .

D :  I t  was  a l l  ve r y  i n t e res t i ng ,  ve ry  s t imu la t i ng '

BD:  fn  the  commun i t y ,  a l so ,  V i rg in ia ,  you  were  ve ry  ac t i ve  w i th  Russe l l

in  th is  war  on drugs way back before i t  was war  on drugs '  Wh at  was i t

ca  I  l ed?  \

D :  Tha t  , s  wha t  i t  was  ca l l ed .  Now i t ' s  ca l l ed  d rug  awarenes " - . ( t ou " r l r 4e " )

BD :  You  a l l  had  a  sPec ia l  name- .

D :  We I l ,  SOS

BD:  SOS c lub ,  t ha t r s  wha t  i t  was .

D :  Russe l t  i s  my  favo r i t e  ungu ided  m iss le .when  he  i s  i n te res ted  i n

these  th j$ l s  t he re fs  no th ing  too  ha rd ,  t oo  b ig ,  t he re ' s  no  e f fo r t  t oo

.g rea t ,  he  i s  gung  ho  fo r  i t  and  he  i s  t rue  b lue  to  the  b i t t e r  end -

So  I  d idn ' t  have  to  be  ac t i ve  i n  t ha t  excep t  t o  ho ld  h i s  hand '

BD :  Ano the r  t h i ng  I  t h i nk  he ' s  s t i i i  a c t i ve  i n , t he  i n te rnsh ip  o r  ex te rnsh ip

program down at  Houston '
7l

D:  Yes .  Yes .  D r .  deBakey .  We l l  you  see r  no t  on l y  was  he  so  i n te res ted

in that  ,  in  the drugs,  problem but  he was so in terested in  the Boy

scout  movement  and i t  was through h im tha\ the sEnior  scouts,  the h iqh

schoo le rs ,  we re  one  g roup  sponso red  by  the  coun ty  soc ie t y '  Bu t  he  was

the one that  got  the cars l  got  the mothers to  9o and made a l l  the arrange-

ments.  Then he just  beamed at  everyone of  themn You know he was just  as

c razy  abou t  t he  a th le t i c  p rog r ram. I  j us t  so r t  o f  l aughed  a t  h im  and  I ' d

sdy r , , I t , s  a  l i t t l e  su rp r i s i ng  t o  be  t he  mo the r  o f  a l l  t hese  boys " ' 14 "u

he ls  work ing wj - th  them, he is  just  absoiute ly  nad about  them'And so
seve ra  I

because he a lways had that  enthusiasm, we a lways had real ly  whlLzz bang

p ro jec t s  go ing  on  a l l  t he  t ime .M ine ,  h i s  and  t he  k i ds '

BD :  You ' r e  s t i l l  ve r y  i n t e res td  i n  mus i c?  You re  s t i l I  ve r y  ac t i ve

D:  The  ea r l y  yea rs ,  when  I  camer l  r - t sed  to  he lp9u isenber ry  down  a t  t he

o f f i ce  and  I  used  to  he lp  he r  book  i n ,  t hey  ca l l ed  i t  t he  E l  Paso

gymphony  Cu t tu ra l  Se r ies .  and  i t  was  an  i ndependen t ,ou ts ide  shows  tha t

were brought  in .



16 .
DEter

D :  Tha t  was  ve ry  i n te res t i ng  to  me .  r  dec ided  to  s ing  and  no t  p lay  the

v io l i n  because  you  cou ld  do  i q {  sho r te r  | ' ime '  So  I  d id  so lo  work  a l l

over town'r was',":"1:"::":::':":"::"'li ';""':';:":'"":t:":'"::::::

twe lve  o r  f i f t een  yea rs .  I  had  g rea t  cou rage  bu t  i t  was  a  l o t  o f  f un '

BD :  Do  You  s t i l l  s i ng?

D:  No .  gome s inge rs  s i -ng  on  and  on .Bu t  h rgh  sop ranos  shou ld  qu i t  when

they r re  abou t  48 .

BD: You to ld  me another  s tory  one t ime when we were ta lk ing about

put t ing people up in  your  house and you sa id you and Russei l -  mad€a deai '

D :  We t l ,  Russe l l r s  backg round  i n  sou th  Amer i ca  gave  h i n  t he  La t i n

Amer i cans  tha t  we  know so  we l l  ac ross  the  bo rde r .  t he  generos i t y  i s

unbel ievable and so when we got  here to  El  Paso and found out  that  we

were  no t  go ing  to  be  ca l l ed  back  i n  t he  se rv i ce ,  F t '  B l i ss  i s  t he  c ross -

roads  fo r  a l l  m i l i t a ry  pe rsonne l  go ing  no r th ,  sou th ,  eas t  o r  wes t '

And  Russe I I  was  a lways  so  popu la r  w i t ' h  a l l  o f  t hese  men  tha t  t hey  a lways

wou ld  ca l l  and  come by  and  we 'd  9o  ou t '

And so when we f i rs t  moved here and then he was so crazy about  some of

the  wes t  rexas  doc to rs .  And  l i ke  when  they  wou ld  come to  D is t r i c t  l ,  he

wou ld  j us t  i ns i s t  t ha t  whoever  i - t  was  come and  s tay  a t  ou r  house ' so

OUr  hOUse  iS  I ' ea l l y  a  v rOrk rng  r :anch .  I t : l 3vc r  I ^ /as  mean t  t o  be  a  duda

ranchwhere a l l  the people f rom the great  outs ide could come in  '  $"  I

t hough t  a  l ong  t ime  to  see  ho ,$ I  cou ld  f i gu re  th i s  ou t '  So  one  day  I

t o ld  h im ,  a f te r  we  had  had  one  o f  t hese  m i l i t a ry  o f f i ce rs  tha t  he  knew '

we l l ,  a  I ong  t ime  &9o r  r a the r  casua l l y .  I  sa i d r "Now l ook  Russe l [ ' /  I  t r ave

a  p roposa l  t o  make .  I  wonr t  I I ag  you  a t  a l l f r  you  r ' r i i i  l us t  go  by  the  new

i -l'r-

ru les that  I rm sQ,t t ing out .  I  sa idr  You know we jEt  have one bath room'

And  the r {s  7  o r  I  o f  us  a lways  he re ,  I  jUs t  don ' t  l i ke  to  sha re  my  house

w i t h  casua l  f r i ends .

so  i f  you  wan t  t o  pu t  up  any  o f  t hese  f r i ends  o r ,a l l  o f  t hemra t  t he
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D :mo te landpaya l l t heb i l l s , t ha t ' a l l o 'K .w i t hme .And Iw i l l

se r ve  t hem a l l  t he i r  mea l s l  I t l l  se r ve  t hem th ree  t imes  a  day '  I  j u s t  dOn ' t

wan t  , em to  s leep  he re . .  And  we ' i i  j us t  have  cne  s i : rnp ie  r t t l e  abou t

s l eep ing lnmyhouse .And tha t i sun less theya reb loodk in , t heyhave to
\ 1  r ,  L - - - ^  - h '  n ^ r 6  t r n r r h ' l  

t

s tay  a t  t he  mo te l . "  so  we  d idn t t  have  any  more  t roub le  and  he  wasn t  a

b i t  mad.  Hethought  that  was a marvelous idea '

BD:  Your  daugh te r  was  a l so  Sun  Quee l l , can  you  # -c } . I  us  abou t  t ha t  yea r .

D :We l l , t ha t | g theyea r tha twas . I twasou r f i r s t t ime to fee i i i ke

that  we had l ived in  a town long enough to represent  the town'Because

,hewas the las tqueen tobese lec tedbecauseo f t heac t i v i t yo f t he
a .,

paren ts .  And  so  we  were  j us t  de l i gh ta -w i th  Lhe  i dea ' I t  came ou t  j us t  f i ne '

ou r  daugh te r ,  W€  though t ,  made  a  beau t i f u l  gueen .  The  ac t i v i t i es  were

jus t s tupendous .Wewere jus t r i gh t t he re in thenumberonesea t .We |ve

never  been there s j -nce and one t ime is  enough'  I  guess you know that '

don t t  You  Barba ra? (  laughter  (  )

BD :V i rg j - n i a ' ano the rs to r yyou to l dmewasa t rad i t i on tha t youand

f tusse11  began  when  you  were  ou t -go i .ng  p res iden t  o f  t he  s ta te  aux i l i a r y '

D :Tha twasa t t he t ime tha tMrs .Tu rne r 'N inaTu rne r 'wasons tage

and she had a l ready g iven me a g i f t  and I  had a l ready turnd the gavel

to  the  new p res iden t .And  she  sa id ,  Mrs .  Tu rne r  sa id ,  t ha t  she  wou ld  l i ke

to  ca l t  on  the  p res iden t , s  husbano ,  D t .  DLaZ ,  fOr  cc rnnen ts  he  m ' i gh t

have  conce rn ing  h i s  w i fe rs  te rm o f  o f f i ce ;

H i s rev iewo f t heyea r rega l -eo theau< l i e i - r cew i t h l augh te ra f t e r

wh i chheca l l ed fo rD r .Ha l lma rk tocome to the f ron t t o rece i vea
new

meda las thehunbando f t hep res i c l en tano theAux i l i a r y .Tha t i s

ca l led the Ash t ray medal  that  each husband of  the pres ident  f rom

that  t ime unt i l  th is  g ives,  takes i t  f rom around h is  neck and puts  curan-A

the  neck  o f  t he  new p res iden t ' s  L rusband '
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I
r -  , 1  a - - i ^ ! .  r r l , a r a  i r r a e  e  t o t  o f  d i s c u s s i o r / a n d  m a n y /

D: faee  o f f  ,  " , on  aga i l !  . , soc ie t y .  The re  was  a .  ] -o t  o f  d i scuss io r /an

espec ia l l y  I 'm  su re rnOw the  o lde r  members r tho r l r9h t  r t  wou ld  be  a  w l l i t e

e lephan t  and  they  rea l l y  d idn t t  wan t  t o  accep t  i t '  Bu i  whoever  ta i ked  the

loudest  was the most  convinc ing and whoever  that  was convinced them that

they  shou ld  have  i t .  so  we . . i n  f ac t  I  wen t  down  to  the  Tu rne r :  home

eve rysunCarn i va ipa radedayancyouknowtha t -used t cbe in thew in te r ,

as one of  the act iv i - t ies of  the winter '  I  a lways l iked i t '  I  thought  i t  was

cen t ra l l y  I oca ted  and  tha t  i t  had  l o t s  o f  poss ib i l i t i es '  Bu t  I  was

t reasu re r  and  r  be l i _eve  tha t  was  F rances  Ha t f i e ld  yea r  as  co# f ' y  p res iden t '

t ha t shebough tanews tove ; t henews tove tha twehad the re .S low l y

through the unt i r ing ef for ts  of  sherry  spei r  and her  husband and Jean

McGee r  she had been so in terested in  making i t  took t ike a home that

you  cou ld  l i ve  i n .  And  I  t h ink  they  have  u t i l i zed  a l l  o f  t he  f l oo r  space

very wel l  and that  everyth ing they have done Fras been an improvement '

BD:  Wha t  was  the  s to ry  o f  t he  home? .  D r '  Tu rne r  l e f t  i t  i n  a  l i f e  es ta te

to h i6 second wi fe  and then af ier  t i ra l  iL  was supposcC tc  Ec tc ;  + 'he

MEd ica l  Soc ie tY?
I

D:  THa ts  r i qh t .

e i lana the second wi fe ,  a f ter  she had r ived in  i t
I

wou ld ,d i dno twan t t ocon t i nue to i i v i r r gLhe r -e

a  y e a r  d e c i d e d  t h a t  s h e

-  - J  ^ L ^  - o  I  i  n a r r  i  c h e d  h e f
A l l u  P l l v  ! !  ! * r r Y

r i g h t  t o  i t .

D :  w e l l ,  I  w a s n r t  t o o  c l o s e .  Y o u  h a v e  t o  r e m e m b e r  b a c k  t h e n  I  w a s  o n e

o f  t h e  y o u n g  o n e s ,  l i k e  P a t t y  P e l f e r ( l a u g h t e r ) s o  n o n e  o f  t h a t  r e a l l y

in te res ted  me very  much.Except  tha t  they  never  d id  g ive  the  house up

a n d  w e  a l w a y s  u s e d  i t . s o  I  d i d n r t  k n o w  t o o  m u c h  a b o u t  t h a t ' o f  c o u r s e '

I  h a d  b e e n  i n  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e  a  h o u s e  w a s  g i v e n  a n d  t h e " I  k n e w

w h a t c o u l d b e d o n e . B u t t h e m a i n o n e t h a t w a s f a m i l i a r w i t h t h a t s o r t o f

t h i n g  w a s  a  g i r l f r o m  D a l l a s .  A n d  I  t e l l  y o u  t h i s  h o u s e  d o e s n r t  l o o k  a n y -

t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  h o m e  i n  D a l l a s '

B D :  T h a t r s  f o r  s u r e .
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D :  And  then  the  one  i n  sAn  An ton io ,  r  don ' t  t h ink  i s  saE is fac to ry  a i  aLL '

Imean tome i t | s j us tno twha t i l cuneed .Soyouhad tomoreo r l ess to

consider  th is  as a western f ront ier  type home museum and the way we use i t '

And l t h i nk i f youcons ide r i t i n t ' ha t l i qh tandw i t h themed i ca l

museumup the re , i t I s j us tabso lu te l yunusua land i t I sap }easu re

to  those  who  see  i t '

BD : rnO t iCe rV i rg i n i a r t ha t youa rwayswea ryou rpas t s ta tep res iden t ' s

p i n  w i t h  P r i de .

D :  You  a re  r i gh t '

BD:  And a lso our  new t rad i t ion of  the other  gotd

D:  r  have  tha t  r i gh t  he re '  I  bough t  t h i s  5o  yea r

na t i ona l  aux i l i a r y  was  50  yea rs  c l d '  Wh i l e  I  was

And I  had my nat ional  jobgengrave '3 on that  s  j -de"

th i s  i s  so  beau t i f u l ,  t he  hand '

BED:  Who  des igned  t ha t?  Was  i t - - -  1

D :  yeah .  I  was  aLsQ g i ven  du r i ng  Joanne ' s  Co ldwe l I ' s  yea r , l i t t l e

s t i c kp inw i t ha rea ld i amond in i t becausea i t ha t t i n t e 'wewere

+ . - . - - ' i nand l seemed tosound l i ke the l i t t l e vo i ce in thew i ] deDess .

A t s ta temee t i ngs theyhave the tab les fo r t hepas tp res iden t s

and  i t ' s  j uS fa lwaYs  #

BD:  I t r s  such  a  sma l l - kn i t  c l ub  I  wonde r  wha t  you  a i l  t a l ke  abou t  t he re '

D :we l l r r ea l l y rbecauseweseeeacho the reve ryyea randwe t reo ld

f r i endsandyoudon | t . . . youho ldeacho t l r e r shand i f t hey ' r edo ing

someth i -ng  You  don ' t  l i ke  too  we l l '

gu t  you  see  as  l ong  as  ycu  a re  a  pas t  p rcs iden t ,  you  have  one  vo te '

that  is  in  addi t ion to  your  delegate vote 'And so any t ime you have any

con t rove rs ia l  sub jec t r  t heV  Se t  t he  pas t  p res iden ts  the re  anc i  t hey

l i ne  ' em up  on  t ime .And  i t  i s  j us t '  r ea l l y '  a  wonder fu l  g roup  o f  wo i - ' i en '

t ha ta res t i l l a c t i venoc ,u r l i ya t t hcs ta te l e r l e l } r u t i n i n the i r home

emb lem o f . . .

p in .  That  was when the

up ther:g, I  bought that '

And  T  a l so  . . I  t h i nk



za
Deter

town 

i
D : I  hea r  t e11  we  bo th  m issedhn  exc i t i ng  mee t ing  th i s  yea r . . , con t rove rs ia l

D :  f t ve  been  th rough  tha t  be fo re - the  l as t  t ime  they  ra i sed  i t .

BD:  V i rg in ia  ,  I  ce r ta in l y  t hank  you  fo r  t h i s  i n te rv iew  o

D:  We l l  I  hope  I  t o ld  you  wha t  you  wan ted  to  hea r .

BD:  f  hope  you  to ld  me  wha t  you  wan ted  to  te l l  me .

End  o f  S ide  2 ,  abou t  20  m inu tes .
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