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Jose I, Oaxaca {Bedford, Texas)
Wednesday, September 20, 1789
Telephone Interview
interviewed by Charlies H. Martin (EV Paso
UTEP Diamond Jubilee <75th Anniversary!
idhy don‘t we start, just by your mentioning when and where you were born
and then when you came to the United States.
1 was born in Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico and we came to the United States,
I think in 1973. 1 was in the fourth grade, so I was liKe 11 years. My
parents got divorced when I was six, so it was just me, my mother, two
brothers and a sister,
DKay. Mow vou went to the public schools here, which high school did vou
attend and when did vou finish there?
Okay, I was at Bowie High School from 1978 to 1982 and 1 graduated in May
of 1%82.
lWhen we were talking earlier, vou had mentioned, I thinK some reference
to going to school in English and then speakKing Spanish at home, so I
wonder if you might just expiain a ifittle bit about how vou acquired
English and how you functioned back and forth & littie bit that way.
ilell, in the beginning it was hard. When we +first moved here to the
United States I went to school in Ysleta, Marion Manor Elementary School,
and 1 had Anglc teachers and most of them were Anglos so it was very
hard. 1 couldn’t talk to anybody, and then a year later we moved to
South E1 Paso where 1 think 1ike 90 percent of the population is Mexican,
80 that helped me, And the elementary school I was going to was 100
percent Mexican, so that helped in the way that I could talk to people, I

could talk to everrybody, so that made a little bit easier. Even though I

probably learned iless English I think it helped me in the 1long run,

because it wasn‘t as hard for me, 1 could communicate with
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people, ask questions and all that., S0 I probably didn’t learn as much
English as I could as fast but I think it made it a 1ot easier +for me.
As  far as 1 can remember I couldn’t carry on a regular conversation in
English until I was liKe 14 or 15 vears old, It took me iike a couple,
three, probably four vears to really get to where I could talk to a
person in English and understand

And feel comfortable . . .

Yes, get my point across and all that.

Okay, did vour mother also try to learn or did she just remain primarily
a Spanish speaker?

She tried but it was too hard for her, so she tried but it was so hard
that she just gave up and never tried again. Honestly, I Know she tried
but I don’t Know how hard and now she didn“t learn at all.

So when you would be at home then?

Oh veah, it was like Spanish all the time and television in Spanish. I+
you tried to put an English channel she would get mad at vou because she
wouldn’t wunderstand it, S50 veah, home was Spanish and school was with
Spanish and only with the teachers did we speak English. @nd it’s funny,
when 1 was at Bowie High School, my junior or senior year, 1 wanted ta
transfer to Coronado High School so that I could learn more English, so
that when I started college 1 could do better, and they didn't let me but
I tried. [Laughterl

OKay, so lets turn from Bowie until when you did come over to college and
vou came to UTEP. What were your very first impressions when you arrived
at UTEFP and began your first classes?

I think the biggest shock was I wasn’t discipiined enough. High school

was so easy, HomeworkK vou could do 1ike ten minutes before classes. #And
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I wasn’t used to doing that much homework and studying that much, it was
so easy. And then I got to college and ! started getting into trouble
when 1 had a lot of homework and what I started doing . . . at the
beginning I started real good, doing all my homewor¥ and then after a
while I would not do my homework in the afterncon and then at night do‘my
homework . So the next day I would go to class, fall asleep during the
afterncon and do my homework at night. That’'s not very good. I think
vou should do your homework in the afternoon and sleep at night, but it
didn“t work out. It took me a couple of semesters to recover. After
that I learned my lesson.

What other impressions should you have of the University that were
different or startlingor . . . 7

Oh it was very different, obviousiy. LiKe Bowie High Scheol, 1 don‘t
Know if you are familiar, probabiy 99 percent are Mexicans, and a few
blacks and a few anglos., Then you go to college and it‘s completely the
opposite, I don’t Know the percentages but certain percentage are anglos
and mexicans, and people from other countries, all over the world. That
was the big difference right there, that really surprised me right there,.
As far as teachers and all that, it was more independent. I tiked the
idea that you didn’t have to go to class if vou didn’t want to--1 did
cbviously, but that wasn’t cbvious. 1In high school you had toc be there
all the time. 1In college if you didn‘t want to you didn’t have to. It
was funny, before 1 got married 1 wanted to be a professional student. 1
wanted to go school all my life and have the government pay my school,
schalarships and stuff and not have to work, but once I got married I

said,"l guess I can’t do that anymore.”

idhat did vou do in thinking about a major and how did vou finally chose a

3
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major?

I think that was real easy because ever since 1 can remember I've alwayvs
been real ogood in math. Since I was in Mexico I was real good in math,
so in the 7th grade and 8th grade I got involved in the math team in
Junior high and high school. 1 was in math competitions and all that.
And then if some people Know that you’re good in math they want to nqet
you into computers, so I got offered to do a lot of computer programs.
idhen I was in 7th grade 1 went to a computer summer class in technical
school in E1 Paso. #And then when 1 was in high school as a freshman I
went to that summer engineering program. So when [ started college I
Knew what I wanted to be: I wanted to be an electrical engineer because
they made a lot of money, supposediy. [Laughter]

Supposediy, right,

And because it was math related and it was funny, I wanted to be a
computer programmer more than an electrical engineer but programming was
so easy for me, it was so natural. I mean I could do it so easy that it
wasn“t challenging, so I said, "1 can alwars learn programming, 1 ailready
Knew as a matter of fact, I'm going to go with something more
chatlenging.” so 1 went into "Doubie E,* [EE, electrical engineeringl
only because computer programming was so easy, and it [EE]l was a
challenge, believe me.

Let's see, did you work while you were attending UTEP?

Yeah, I had to. Yeah, 1 had been working since I was a sophomore in high
school. Through the summers, one summer worked in the construction,
227297721 dAnd the following summer | started working in a pharmacy, Sun

Drugs, as a clerk. 8o all my high school, junior &nd senior year and on

Saturdays, 1 would work at the pharmacy. When 1 started college 1 Kept
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on working at the pharmacy, mainiy on BSaturdavs, like ten hours on
Saturdays, some afternocons. Then I learned about Work-Study programs,
and I was more interested in staving in school. That way I could go to
work in school and after work go to the library and do my homework. So
when 1 was a sophomore 1 got a Work-Study program and 1 worked in the
Special Academic services for a year. 1 was mainly helping recruit
students, sending information to students through the mail. When I was a
junior 1 transferred to another department, a similar department, was New
Student Relations, and what they did there was scholarships, and I took
care of a computer and did reports for the director and [7777777], and
since 1 had a scholarship myself, it was interesting. And then when I
was a cenior 1 took this co-op job. It was like part-time co-op. 1 would
work like 19 hours a week and then go full-time to school., [ would go to
Juarez evervdav and then comeback, and then go to school. Everyday was
like that.

Who did you work for and what Kind of responsibilities did you have?

You thinking about the co-op Jjob?

fes,

1t was Packard Electric, a subdivision of General Motors. What they did
was, they produced harnesses for GM cars. 1 started as what they «call
fBssistant to the Engineer. Sg first it was learning how the company
worked, what they did, the first few months. After that 1 started with
programning. I‘m real good with programming. Started getting involved
with the computer, I rewrocte some other programs, modified some of their
programs, &and wrote some new programs. But 1 atso liked doing hard work

with electrical engineering, so 1 Kind of divided my time like hal+ and

half, programming half, electronics, helping the engineers in line. 1t
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was good because I got a lot of experience. So when I got my first Job,
mv first real job, it was a big shock. 1 Knew what to expect. I'm
grateful because if I look back right now, if 1 hadn“t had that co-op job
I don’t Know if 1°d done as good as [ did over here. 8¢ I think
everybody should go to co-op.

What Kind of clubs and organizations did vou belong to while vou were at
UTEP?

& lot of them. First I joined what they called the Association of
Engineers. This is the one that people go crazy once a vear and paint
people green--this is the first one I joined. Then I joined the Mexican-
@émerican Engineers Society, since I was a sophomore, for three years.
Then 1 joined *1 Triple E" [IEEEl, Institute of Electrical Electronic
Engineers, IEEE, 1 was in that for about two or three years. Then I also
got accepted into the Electrical Engineers Honor Society, they called
Eata Kappa U. 1 also got accepted to the Senior Honor Society when I was
a senior, Mortar Board. I also joined the Interscholastic Council.
That’s about it.

That‘s enough to Keep vou busy, am I right.

Yeah, right.

When vou were attending UTEP, where did you live and how did vou go back
and forth,

The first two vears . . . when I was going to high school I started going
to UTEP. They had a new program called Senior Scholars [wherel vou were
allowed to take college courses while in high school. So when 1 was a
junior during my summer I took Calculus I at UTEP. Junior in high school

1 took Calculus I at UTEP. Then when ! was a senior 1 took Calculus Il at

UTEP,
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M: What was the name of the program, again?

0: Junior Scholars.

M: Oh yes, oKay.

0: I think me and this other guy were the first one, believe it or not. We
were Jike, in other words, the guinea pigs. And we did pretty good, 1
guess [777%?]. My junior year in high school I took Calculus at UTEP, I
got an A" in that class. My senior year in high school 1 took Calcuius
I, 1 got a "B" in that class., Then when I started UTEP, my freshman ...
{1 think I rode the bus) I had to ride the bus my freshman year, all year
tang. Then my sophomore year my mom lent me her car, sao I used her car
for a year and & half. Then when I was a junior 1 +finally had enough
maney to buy my first used car. It lasted me liKe a year; it was sort
like a $900.00 car. 1t was a big "74 Pivmouth, and I‘m terrible with
cars, I mean I don”t Know anyihing about mechanics.

M: Automotive engineering is not your specialty, huh?

[ ey}

Not at all, so I‘m terrible. It was a good car but I didn’t Know
anvthing about cars, I realiy didn’t like to fix it. 1 think it lasted
me about a year, just about 12 months that’s it. @After that I think my
mom lent me her car again. 1 didn‘t have a car, a new car until 1 got
this job. I got this job and I Knew I needed a car, so I went and bought
a new one.

M: What did vou think about juggling work and study, and juggling going home

and coming back and forth?

O: It wasn't obviously hard, 1 would have preferred to not work. Go out of
classes then go to the library do your homework and then have fun at
night, but that was impossible. So I just lived with it I guess., If I

had a choice 1 wouldn’t have worked, but I didn“t have a choice. I had to

7
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accept it I guess. It wasn’t that easy but it's "do able.” I don’t Know
if you what I am sayving, Jjust accept it. What can you do about it.

That's true.

You were asking me about coming back and forth. What I usually did, was
go to class-- 1iKe go to class in the morning, from about eight to 12, or
seven to 11. 1 usually take two classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays and
three classes on Monday, Wednesday and Friday., In the afternoon I would
go to work 1iKe from 1Z to five and then come home and eat and then go
back up to UTEF to the library Tike from six/six-thirty to elven-thirty
or twelve., Come home and stay up until three in the morning. Sleep like
four hours and go back to school and all over again., That was usualiy my
schedule right there, for four years., Then [ went to summer school every
vear, but I would only take Tike one ciass, so it wasn‘t that bad.

And you could work more in the summers probably?

Yeah right. Actually 1 worked full-time during the summer when I was a
co-op. That was good,

When did vou graduate from UTEP?

I graduated in May 1984, with a Bachelors in Electrical Engineering.

Do vou remember commencement? Did rvour mother or others come to the
ceremony?

Oh vyeah, yeah. My brother was in the Navy at that time., He was in
Virginia, he was stationed in South ??7??%, Virginia. #And he came over
for my graduation, and my grandparents and my mom--1 remember.

Oh your grandparents came also?

Oh veah. ™My mom's parents live here in the United States, so they came.

Okay, and what did you tell me before: vou were the first one to

graduate from college in your family?
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Yeah, high school and college actually. My brothers 1 guess they didn”t
fike school, they 27?77 about high school so 1 was the first one to
graduate from high school and college.

How did your mom feel about your completing the degree?

Oh yeah, she was real proud. If it had been up to her all of us would
have graduated +from high school and college because she never forced us
to work to help. She always told us that school was more important
because once you have the education you can do more for yourself. She
never told me to work; I worked because I Knew she needed help, because I
needed some money for gas and to eat and all that. But she never told
me, "go work" or anrthing like that. She told me school first, once vou
graduate then you can spend your money. My brothers, they didn't go to
school because they didn't want to, not because they didn’'t have a
chance.

What have you been doing since you got your degree from UTEP?

My first three months I still worked for Packard Electric. It was in
(lctober that was my last day, Halloween Day of "84, They couldn’t make
me an offer because they had a hiring freeze, so0 I told them [ wasn’t
going to worK for them anvmore if they didn’t give me an offer. 1 was
unemploved for three months: November, December, January. After 1 left
Packard Electric I sent out letters to companies. My mistake was that I
wanted to stay at Packard Electric so my senior year I didn‘t interview
with many companies because I was almost sure they were going to make me
an offer and 1 didn“t have to worry. But when they toldme I couldn’t,
well . ., . I only interviewed with like ten companies. [77?7777??]1 Uhen 1

didn‘t work for them anymore, when I stopped working for them I wrote

letters to, I think Rockwell International, McDonnell Douglas, Bell
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Helicopter, well like eight companies, and El Paso Electric Company, I
interviewed with them. 1 had some interviews at UTEP too. The El Paso
Electric Company called me back for a final interview, there’s anocther
company in EI Paso, Mielsen Ciearing House, they have a company by the
airport, they alsoc have twin plants in Mexico. They called me . . . they
made me an offer actually. Bell Helicopter called me 1ike in November,
It was funny, they couldn’t get in touch with me and they couldn’t leave
a message because my mom didn‘t Know any English. So my mom wouid tell
me, "Somebody called vou but I don“t Know who it was.” 1 would sav "Come
on Mom, take a message." "I don‘t Know who they were they didn’t Know
any Spanish and 1 don‘t Know any English." So finally they called me and
they asked me if I was interested in coming for an interview with them,
sp 1 said ves. They flew me over here the week before Christmas for an
fon sitel interview and then when I went back to El Paso, it was Tike a
month later, like in January, I talked to them in December over here in
Bedford, Texas. In then January this company ?777%? called me and made an
offer. But I really wanted to leave town because I was readyr to leave

50

town. I was ready to go on my own. I called Bell back and told them, "
are you qgoing to makKe me an offer or not because 1 have another company
making me an offer." They told me, "0Oh veah, we’ll make vyou an offer;
don“t take the other one." I waited for them to make me an offer about a
week later. I started working for Bell in February 1?87, until now,.

Looking back on it, if you were to sum up your own philosophy about what
¥ou were doing about hard work or making it a success or anything, what,

what were your basic ideas about getting ahead or work or whatever as vou

were doing all of this,

0: Ah, 1 don’t Know, ah, if I°d answer the question real good.

i0
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M: Ahm, 1iKe you were telling me once before that you had sort of this idea

that one person can make it if they really work hard or Jjust fight.

»difficulties, I mean. ., .Just thinking of how, what would you say vour
philosophy on education, work, and trying to get ahead or, what motivated
vou to workK at all of these things, I mean, this obviocusly wasn’t easy.
0: Yeah, well, I had a 1ot of examples like my Mom, she always maKing minimum
(probably?, my brothers (they were making minimum probably, too), and I
saw how hard it was for them and then when I worked that summer at the
construction work. It was 1iKe 100 degrees outside and you had to be out
there sweating and sunburned. And then I got a job as a pharmacist
clerd, air conditioned. So I don’t Know, I just started thinking that I
didn“t want to that all my life. I mean work $3.35 an hour, you buy a
hamburger and there goes one hour of your work, =0 you Know, I just
didn't want to that all my life. I wanted to be able to have a better
life, the American dream: have a house, two cars, be able toc go on
vacation once in a while. I have always set goals for mryself, 1 want to
this, and then once 1 get there I set more goals. 8o I alwars had a
goal, 1Jike +first I wanted to be an engineer. Well, first I wanted to
graduate from high school, that was my first goal. Then dlater on 1
wanted to be an engineer and now I am an engineer, Now I want to be the
president of Bell Helicopter, probably. 8o I guess, seeing how my mom
had to support 4our of us, my two brothers, my sister and me, on a
minimum wage salary, it wasn’t real easy for her, Sometimes she had two
Jobs because she couldn’t do it. She had to work like in the morning to
afternoon and then at night, two jobe so that she could have enough money
for us, feed us and everything. I just saw all that and 1 was real

voung, and people think that when vou’'re voung you don’t say anything,

11
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but I used say a lot things., 1 just didn’t like the way we were living,
As soon as I graduated from college 1 told my mom, "You Know what, let”s
get cut of the neighborhood.” Because we wused to live in Projects
[Government Housingl and I told her I don’t want to Tive here all my
Tife. I just wanted to get out of there, I wanted a better life for her,
When you look back at your years at UTEP, can you sum up what UTEP
contributed as its part to your development?

Oh yeah, it‘s a good question. It’s funny, when I first got the Co-op
Job and when I first got this job too, you come out of school, 1 don‘t
Know if it’s Jjust the 2?77?77 barrio or just me. 1 mean when I started
college in “Double EE®, and 1 told myself, when I finish school 1 shouid
be able to fix a television., Seriousiy, 1 thought that was what was
going to happen. #And then I graduated and I said, “1 don“t anything.* 1
felt more stupid than before. The more you learn the more stupid you
feel because the more you learn the more you Know what you don’t Know.
S0 1 felt so stupid and I got this job and I was so insecure that I said,
I dont know if I‘m going to be able to make it. And then I was afraid
of failure because all your family is looking up at you, vou Know the
feeling, everybody is looking up at you, vou’'re the only one to graduate
from college and then you go and <ail, All the pressure on your
shoulders makes you nervous. I°m not going to make it, they're geoing to
tell me that I‘m a failure and you‘ll be surprised how much you learn
from college. 1 learned a lTot from ?777?, that 1 7727797, When I
first got this Jjob, my supervisor told me, "All you do is time this
interface with the twc computers, here’s the documentation, okay do it."

It took me 1liKe +two months and I did it and it worked. When I was

finished, I asked myself, "How did I do that?" You‘'re just so stunned
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that vou don“t Know . ., . I guess they teach you how to think mainly.
How to put up with pressure, how to think, how do things. When you‘re
there vou think that you have to memorize a lot, but 1 guess that's not
the point, the point is how to use the information that they give to you.
But wvou do learn a lot, more than vou're thinking. As for as [ Know, I
did. Down in ?7?%??, 1 know people here from Texas A&M, Furdue, Brigham
Young, and they‘re not that smart. 1 think we’re just as smart as they
are, and I°m from UTEP. I thinkK I‘m smarter than some of those guyes that
went to those big schools, So [ guess it“s up to the individual. UTEP is
a good school.,

Okay. A1l right, that‘s pretty much the list of questions--oh with one
exception., 1 see there’s one guestion that I didn‘t ask you. 1 meant to
ask you in the middle, because I think it happened in the middie. Why
don‘t you tell me a little bit about when you went through the
naturalization process?

Oh, [when youl become a U.S8. citizen.

Right,

Oh  there“s a funny story there. 1 think I°d been wanting to become a
U.S. citizen since I was 18 years old, because that's when 1 was
eligible., aAnd I had the application. I filled it out. 1 had there for a
coupie of vears, {I was late to turn it in). #And there was some money, I
think it was $25.00 and I don’t think the money was a problem, I think I
Jjust paid it. Then when I was a sophomore in college I started looking
into 7?7?7777 both of them vou have to be a citizen to get a job. S0 1
told myseif, "Oh oh, 1'd better turn it in if I want to get & job." GSo I

turned in my application. 1 think I became a citizen in January 1984, or

‘83 or “86. 1 turned my application, it took a year for them to call me.
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And  they called me back to take the test. And that day they calied me
back 1 had a test on, I think it was electromagnetic fields at UTEP, and
I went to talk to a professor and I toid him I have to go to court
because I‘m going to become a U.5., citizen. He toid, "No, they can
wait." [Laughter]l GSeriously, he wouldn’t et me. So I had to call back
and tell them I can’t make it, I‘m going to make another date because I
have a test and they won“t let me. I postponed it and they callied me
back again, and 1 had another test that day but it was another professor
and he was real nice, he told me "Go ahead, I can always give you a make
up.” S0 I went and took the test and it was so easy. Then after vou
take the test and rvou pass, they ask you some basic questions of history
and they make you right some sentences in English, so they Know you Know
English. Then they makKe you read a sentence. 1 took the test and two
months later I became a citizen.

Do ryou remember the swearing in ceremony, whatever the ceremony is?

Oh yeah. 1 remember the Jjudge was Hudspeth or something TiKe that.

Oh yeah, Harry Hudspeth.

Yeah. You go in and he comes in and he talks about the United States,
about the country ?777?%%%. And then you say the "Pledge Allegiance to
the Flag" and then they call your name and give you wour certificate and
that's about it. HNothing big. I think the day was January 14, 198,

s 84 or "85, I don’t remember right now, I think "84,

Is there anything else you can think of that I didn“t ask you that vou
wanted to add or not? That’s all the questions I had written out.

No not really. I think we covered pretty much about everything.

Weil, as I said this is for our Diamond Jubilee Project, which goes into

the permanent Oral History Collection, along with that other interview,

i4
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and in this case, since we’ve got the other one, I probably won’t send
vou a copy of this transcript edit, specifically unless we have some
problems with making ocut words or something, But if sometime after a
couple of months anyway, vou’ll probabiy get some little notice from us
acknowledging it zgain., 8o don’t be alarmed if you don’t hear anything
from us immediately . . .

Will wou publish it &ll, do you Know?

We‘re going to do some later on and that’s when you 1l hear from us, but
our intent anyway will be to use excerpts from it as part of this Diamond
Jubilee, trying to show the diversity of the UTEP student body. S50 vyou
will be getting something from us at szome point during the school vear.

kay . .

[END OF TAPE AND INTERUVIEW].
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