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Hana Farah

ERVIEWER: Cynthia Farah

DATE OF IMTERVIEL: January 30, 1975
OF URE: Unrestricted
TeabE WG, 769

769

Rebecca Craver

Born in Lebanon, immigrated to U.S. 1910, moved to E1 Paso 1916.
Her husband, Frank Farah, founded Farah Manufacturing Company.
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Describes the founding of Farah Manufacturing Company and
discusses family members.
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Hana Farah G
interviewsed by Crnthia
January 30, 1775

: 1'm Hana Farah, no, Hana Abihider Farah. I was born in Baskinta,
Lebanon, 1874,

i Where's Baskinta locaied in Lebanon?

: Oh, it7s about the end of Lebanon, befwesn the mountaing,

i What was it Yike growing up in Lebanon?

: It was Jovely., & beautiful, little town. We had four seascns: spring,

and winter, #@And it was really beautiful.

t What wae the land Tike?

:+ blhat do vou mean by that?

t lbere thers mountaine or ...7

: This was surrounded with mountain,

i How did peaople make their Tiwving?

voWell, some of them had littie orchards and thev raised corn
They digdn’t have much really.

P How targe was vour family?

i Ghy, I came from a big family. [Chuckiesl

: [Chuyckies]d How big¥

e were Course only 10 of us Tiwed., I

the oidest.

: And how many bors and how many giris?

e were & girls and uh, ...

4 bDors.

!4 bovs,

i What did vour father da?

t He was a priest, The people in Lawrence, Mase., some of them

and wheat.

csent awar
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for Rim to came to this country and serve as their priest,
This was in Massachuseits?
In Lawrence, Massachusetts, We lived fthere 5 wvears,

When did he come to the United States?

trother, my father, and mrseld, we came first. Daddy thought mayrbe

angother rear or two after he get “em established, build a church for

I guess it was 1910, You ¥now I have wery poor memory. Just my  oider

in
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and evervthing, he'd oo back. Butl instead, he brought the famiiy back.

de never did go Gack. You Know, 1 was ontw |
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teft that 1ittle town, <o 4or me it was quite experience COming and

riding the buggr, horse ... L[Laughsl
What do vou remember sbout Mascsachusetts?

Uh, Mas
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gnough  when we got ther It was beautiful, OFf course now it chan
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it weil becauvsze 1 was cid
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hen we came ther used to have a Vot of wacant Tots wou know  and  they
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have appie
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pears, walnuts, chestnuts, We used o gz and he

curzelves, FHeall
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bihen did wour family ieay

They never {eft Mazszchusetts,

Mrzeld, 19153, when I got married.
eil me how wrou met wour hushand.
Well, he was in business in Las Cruces. Hay and dry goods business &

he used to go to New York once a vear to, I guess, buy for the staore,

T

he met & couple of families, Syrian famiiies., They Enew mr» daddr. And
he was locking for a wite, o [laughs] they told him to come and see
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“em thers were two or three of us z,

gird

wae the ogidest., 1 was about 19 [wears old.] So it wasn’t two or three

weeks, and we were married, That was fast business. [Laughsl

Fealtlr? ihat do »ou first remember about him?

of him that he was a friend of from

member

211 1 or

5
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the family

o ¥ou have company

i1t went,

Sa 0t

Tes., That's where he tived,
And what vear was that, again?

1913, In June, the first of June we got married.

What were wour first impressions of Las Cruces?

I tiked it, I reaiily liked this place.

What did it Yook Vike back then?

Well, rou Know the mountains. e came through here first,

here a couple of nights before we went [to Las Cruces.]
In El Paso?
[veel I said, "This i= like the old country.® Uith all the mountaine and

guverxthing. I realily Tiked it.
What was the fown of Las Cruces liKe?

a

be

e

town., It7s utiful now, but it was ouin

do +or 3

Tiwing then?

1y most of them had business or profession. 1 don’i remember that.

ATY T Know: Frank and his brother had a dry goods store and they were in
the hay businegss. They had a big warehouse full of alfaisfa, You o Knoe,
they d bale it. They buv it in the szummer, when it7% growing, »ou Know,

.
[l
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they contract it and bale it, and they store it and they seil 1t in  the
winter when they malke money out of it.

Hhat was the next major ewvent in vour 1i+e?

xr

I guess when my Jimmy was born.

s that?

o
1

wihat vear Wi
H: 1714, One vear after we were married, One vear and a few months.

Then when was Wiilie born?

-

Z: and they grew up in Las Cruce

i

Mo, Witlie was 14 months when we sold in Las
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ruces and went to Mew
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York. He went to learn the shirt businesz. He went io school there in
FMew York te fearn all about making shirts, I went and staved with my
family +for about & month I guess. Then we came back to Las Cruces. |

stopped in FHincon in dew Mexico. That s where hi
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d there to wigit with them &z week or so while he
came to ET Paso and bought a home on Yandell. Then he went for me and we

came home, And this is it, aAnd then he started shirts on San Francisco
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e & smail place. g started to maks shirts, (e hadl four or

w

tiwve machines and of course, they had to have buttonhoie machine and
one to sew the butions, It°s a small place. He built a balcony faor his
affice. He could see everything and 2till ke had room for his desk and

fittie cabinets., @& small office. I forgot how Tong we were  there and

then we moved to a place on Oregon Strest, big room.

Cr TJo tive or o work?
H: Oh, no, to work. He bought a house and went back for me when 1 was in
Rincon. S0 we moved the faciory to Uregon Street. 1% was & big room and

wWe were doing better svery dar. 30 one time we had 40 ar 30 dozen shirts
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aiready made, to bBe shipped. Well, that night ther made a hole in the
watl and got awary with 371 the shiris! A11 that order! There was &
garage next door. They were in the garage and nobody watched them., You
Krow, 2t night thev made a big hole and got away with 311 that order. So
that wasn’t easy to face in the morning., But thank God, we didn’t worry.
We started %o work again and made up far i,

bid the borys help around?

when we
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Honew, Jimmy was only 5 wears old, ang Willie was i

Sa the  business expanded and then did you move again or just get mors

-, From Oregon we went to Lean Strest,

Chamber  of Commerce used to be on San Francisco Street. e were in back
of the Chamber of Commerce, big room, There was a hotel above us, Arnd
there was; you Know, those fire escapes ... They got on the fire escape,
got in through the window and went down and made 3 big hele. Soowe Tived
through that too. [Laughsl e were there for 3 while and it started to
get better and beifter. Then we moved to the Times Building, used o be

the Tim
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ding on San Francizco Street. We rented one room.

whote floor was divided into thres rooms, three cections, e rented the

corner room, and Mr. Farah had to pary to build stairway for our help, for
4E€ Yo go up because they only had elevators, and elevators were in the

front of the building, and we were on the side. And we worked there, and

ifi

start
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d toc get better, and we hire more and more., Willie was geiting

a 1ittie smart cver there, God bless him., [Laughs] He built & big shatt

and put the machines there. UOne motor will run all of them. In the other

s

tace each machine was separate, bWell, this one was - I don't Enow wha
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raight line he made it. #And i1t got better and better

gvery day. %o we rented the second room, the second section of that

-

+ioor. Wasn i long they took the third section, After a while 1t wasn’t

enough, S0 we were aon the third floor, we went on the fourih floor. Oh,

atter that we loszt Mr, Farah of course. #And the bovs
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were getting betier ewery dar., You Know they took over wvery nicely. The

Second Worild War came anc Wiilie went to war. So we stopped all our work

and worked for the government. Then Willie came back, ihank goodness,

1)

gfter  thrze and a3 haltf wears., UOF course, when he came he wanted to make
it bigger. Jimmy was 3 very fine businessman, but he didn’t care o
zptit too much, but Wiliie did, {flLaughel 5o ...

So rou did move again®

Tas, They build a piace on Third Street, Une fioor., We had three or

tour finors on San Francisco and then they build ope +Fioor, the whole
Block  and  they maoved ewveryihing from at! those fioors to one floor on

Third Street. And they worked there for awhile, I don’t Know how many

FEArS, And  than they built Faisano. MWell, I thought this ig it; w
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don”t build anymore. Well, 1% wasn’t z few vears on FPaisanc and  thew
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or “&3, something Tike
#it me about the work that vou did at the factory. Did you work late
Oh, bor, wou askK about that? When Mr. Farah used to go out on  the road
anc we  Couldn’t atford o have @ mechanic all the time, we couldn’t

He did that and we ysed to gei,

they come in and want to make sxira
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maney, So  1°d have to wait for them when Mr, Farah was out on the road,
I°d have to walt sg they could come and do the work. Une night 1 was
afraid, It started to rain after we got home. HMr. Farah and poeor Jimmy
were out on the road. 1t was summer vacation, and he wanted to go with
kis dad =wnd so he did., His dad used to travel in a car., He went with
fim. I don’t think he was more than 12 wears old, something Jike that.

Witiie and I were at home, Soowe tocked and ledt one evening, one

atternocon after work., @And 1 went to sleep. i woke up and it was
raining. 1 said, "0h, my goodness, @ wonder if I closed the windme., Oh,
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Iaid, Mo, I dignt.® I couwldn't sleep. ! hated t
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sleep by himself, [ was afraid of fire or somebody get in or comething.
Then 1 woke him up. 1 hated to do it, but I woke himup., 1 =zid, "I'm
gorry, sweetheart

s but we have fto go ses i the windows are locksd.® Foor

Y

Kid., He didn’t say anvthing. Got up and got ready and went. e went on
the =strestcar, Mind vou [ didn”t drive then. Well, we weni there and

cpened the door and everwything was fine., We locked again and came home,

cut 1 could sieep  then. 1 ¥8it at eaze. We uced to have sireetcars
then, no buszes, streetcars.

What eise did you do around the factory?
Uh, I used to seg that the girls doing good workmanship and Kept them

suypplied with word, because »ou Know if you didn't watch, when thew

That's ali
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finish their bundie, they =it down. They don’t care, [Laug

I did. Watch the workmanship and made sure they had enough to do,
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Ghy 1 don’t Know about that., Theyr sard I was, but I don’'t think sc.
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Right after school, they were at the factory. And then Willie went to
coltege and he used to come home right after work., I was Kind of worried

3 iittle bDit about him because he jov

L]

d to go out and have a good time,

£
o

%4 decent good time, He was good boy. But poor Jimmy would come  home,
neyer goes  anywhere hardly. Sometimes 1 felt depressed about that., I

wanted him to get out. 1 wanted him to get ocut and have a good time,

But  thank God, they turned out to ke wery, very good bDors like their

2

daddy., IMr, Frank Farahl used to go out on the road, He was the oni;

salesman we had, and we had a lot of people came from our home town where
e and 1 were born and raised. They had business in Arizona, in the
waiier vou Know in California. Those davs the older folkz, that'z  all

ther ¥new what to do, dry goods etores and things like that. Now of
course ail their cniidren are well educated., They went for professions,
tawrers  and doctore and ... . But not in my dars., Theyr were ail

storekeepers, [Chuciies] But they had good business. Ther educated their
children and everything., You Know his name ig Mansour, but it°s hard tao
pronounce., That = why they started to call him Frank, but his real name

is Mansour Farah. Farah. Can vou say that? That's in &rabic, And  he

w

uszed to travel in the car. And 3 couple of times he took Jimmy with him,
There were a 1ot of people in Arizona, came from the same hometown we

came from. They were in the dry goods business. That s all  they know

w

what to do. #And when he wsed to go, and they would ask about me because
ther Knew my father and mother, - they didn’t Know me much because I  was

s littie girl there when ther left - he used to tell “em how happr he was

i didn’t make him drive every night after dinner. [ wouldn’t sar, “Come
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on, tet’'s go, Frani. Come on, let’s go for a ride.” [Laughter] He was
thankfui I didn’t ask him to go because he didn't care to drive.

Where did he travei?

[
wn

H: California, Arizona, MHew Mexico, and the Lower Yaliey. I don’t remember.

fm

ideil, anwvway, around here.

i

Cr When did vou get wour first sajesman?
H: Oh, I think Eph Hrupp was ocur first salesman. Marbe another gur was

there Defore him. But Eph workKed with us a long time, and then he became
president ot the salesmen, e had so many later, and he was the head of
them. He was giving “em instruction and, vou Know, telling them what fo

do, Willie and Betty got married and they really made a good coupie. I7m

=0 proud of both of them., Their firset chiid was named Jimmy Clifton. He

ie the apple of my eve. Anrd my Jimmy and Wiilie wanted to get me out of
the factory., They =aid I should get out and enjoy my living., OF course
I was enjoring my living there anyway. But when Betty had the +First

chitd, Jdimmy Ciifton, Doy ! walked out and went to the hospital and then

I went downtown and I forgot to par a nickel on the meter and it cost me
a daijar. Ard 1 used to tell them, "Jimmy Clifton, the day vou were

born, it cost me a deiiar.® [lLaughsl Anvwar, 1 enjored him wery much.
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And  then we had Kenneth and later Robert and Haleen. #And
God bless her, She’s the oniy gird in the Farabh family. When they had

that «contest and she didn't win to hbe & gueen, she was one of the
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wag 20 proud of her. The girle would say, before the

giection, “0h, Mre. Farah, she’s gonna be gueen. B5he’s gonna be gueen.”

I s2id, "Look, if she’s gonna be gqueen, it s wonderful. But if she
isn"t, 1 don’t care, 5She’s our gueen anvway., GShe s the oniw girl in the




H: Oh, he was a doll., He’'s still a big doll to me. I used fo live on Mesz,

and we had a big, beautiful pecan tree, war high., He was a jittle boy
and had flowers, When he'd walk by the flowers, his head and the flowers
were abocut the same, even you Know. And he'd sav, “0Oh, Sitie, look at

the [ec

fw

T

i

. Well, we'd found one or two on the ground. Then 1 picked
“em up when he’'s not looking at me and 174 throw “em wary up  and they'd

come down, *Gh, there’re come more!" And then when he's not looking 1

pick them up and throw them up again and they'd falil and fhome  morel”

and  we'd pick them up ... . [Chucklesl again and they'd fall and

more!” And we’'d pick them up ... . ([Chuckles] He was a doli,

3

. o~

Do vou Know any more Jimmy stories?

H: Gh, he ie a good Bov, He's z fine man now, too, but he's alwars been a2
gqood  boy. 1 don’t remember much, but I used fo baby =it a lot for them,

and bor, was it pleasure for me. #&nd his other grandmother, too, used to

babyeit, [Laughel

Yoy never feil asieep, did rou?

[]
.

H: Oh, I did [&3 +ew times, and that's when his father and mother didn’t 1t
me babysi® anymore. Especially with Kenneth, WWell, w»ou Know, the kids

went o sieep and it was so guiet. I watch the TV a Tittle bit, and then
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noring soundl I fell asteep. #nd they came and Ffound me sound

azieep, They sarv, "Uh oh, That s not the right babysitier for our

children.” and thev never askKed me to babrsit anwmore. L[Laughs]

C: Did Jim suer sneak cut of hie room when you fell asisep?
H: Onpne time. It was in the dartime., They have 3 hideawsy bed or couch of

whatever wou  cail iy, in his room, And Fobert was a baby., He was

crasling and so the baby was asleep, so 1 laid down and fell  asieep.
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dimmy  LCiifton came and took the baby. When I woke up, I didn’t ses th

baby in hie bed! I went to the living room. 1 s=aid, "Iz wour dadd

i

hepe?!

W
s

qOL “le  your momma here?" “Mo." “Who got the baby then?®

Jimmy Ciifton said, "I did, Sitie."” L[Laughs] 8o they never let me

oabysit  anymore  aftter that, and I don’t bGiame them. A babysitte

shouldn’t sleep. ([Laughter] I used to babreit a lot for Jimmy Ciitton

323

Bnd he was so sweet, Any Viitle thing that happened, 1°d say arabi
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words W That’s 5%, George, a habit with me, I gu
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time he tripped [ad Tittle bit on the flocor and he gol up  an
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arabic words % And that wasn’t St. George. It was Georg
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used to bring him home whiie his mother goes shopping or something.

-

I shoutd have told vou about Ferdinand {Fernandoe Ferezl, oy

know, he’s been with us over 35 wears, He used to be my bundle boy

What I mean by my bundle bov, »ou Know, then we had to carry  bundies t
gach operaior., So he would do that and clean the machines. Mow he's w
yp  in the cutiing room, doing very well., So one dar I saw him with
Beautiful Caditlac, 1 ssid, "Ferdinand., You have to come io work in

Cadillac?" He =zaid, "Mrs. Farah, when you work with Farah, you shouldn’

grive an¥thing less.
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