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Mrs., Ben Norton

bv Ruth Graham and Rosita Horwitsz
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January 9, 17

Ni: This is Mrs. Ben Norton., 1 came to El Paso the first day of May in 1918,
dorld War I was still in full Force, and ET Pasc waz a town of about 40,000
and it was full of army people because we had gone intoc the war just the wear
before., Aand of course the war did finish that same wvear on the 1ith of
November. I came to El Paso because my father had come here %o buy and sel]
cattie for J. H, Mations for the Mations Cattle Company. He had been cver in
Fhoenix, and Mother and I had come out from Sedalia, Misscuri, where 1 grew
up, and joined him and then he came back to make headquarters in El Pasoc  and
teave wus here because he was going toc leave here and go up to Wroming. But
his business took him everruwhere where there were cattie,

B: Your father’s name was what?

M3 My father’s name was Ed Bosserman, a strange name for this part of the
country, There aren’t very many pecple by that name in the United States,
but there had been at Ft, Bliss a voung Tieutenant by the name of Bosserman
trom  the Scuthern branch of the family, and my father called him., #And that
¥oung man piared polo, and they named a polo field after him. But you Know,
1 don"t hear of anvone plaving polo now. I don't think there are any horses.
I rode some of those tough mouthed horses from the Sth Cavalry., 1711 tell
¥ouy they were the roughest, toughest horges I ever rode in my 1ife.

3: How did rou meet your husband.

Mi Well, 1 met my husband because I was emploved in the Chamber of Commerce.

I was the secretary to Roland Harwell, who was the first county agent in El
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Fazo County. #And we had a great time, We started a newspaper called the
Farm Bureau News, The next vear they decided that they must raise cotton in
this country, lots of it., 1 have a picture of the first bale of cotton that

was ginned in El Pasc County. Here it is. [Shows photol That is a picture
of the first bale of cotton that was grown in ET Pasoc County. And it was
grown by Bills and Ford on the Wersham Ranch down near Clint, and it was
ginned br the Webster-Bell Gin Company in Fabens. and I took that picture on
the 1%th of GSeptember in 1719, I took it with a %3 Brownie camera. #And ]
was very interested in the cotton. But the man who was so very interested
in the cotton: no one ever mentions the fact that Charlie Baszsett was so
interested in the growing of cotton, but he was., 1 think he must have been
president of the Chamber of Commerce at that time, and he and Mr., Harwell
were good friends. And down the vailey, just beiow the Red Mill, there’s a
trianguiar piece of ground, and that’s where ther experimented with long
staple cotton before they began to try to get the farmers in  the waller to
plant acreages of it. 1 wish I could tell vou all the advantages of long
stapie cotton, but after this many vears of wearing ravon and now polyester,
cotton doesn’t seem  to be quite so important. [Chucklesl But it will come
back, because they’'ve found out that itz much more comfortable to wear
cotton,

G: You were going to tell us about vour hushand.

H: Well, I met Mr. Norton because the old family docter of all of us came to
town and  he  had his daughter Ruth with him, Their name was Wood, Dr. Wood
and hie dayghter Ruth, #And she and I had gone to school  together for many
FEArs., And  he Knew the Morton men were here, and he and his daughter were

going out to California and he decided he wanted to meet these people from

Zedaiia whx were here and get them all together, 5So he invited us to go io
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the old Modern Cafe which was down underneath the Mills Building., Really EI
Facso’s never been right without the Modern Cafe. [Chuckles] It‘s too bad
anything ever happened to it., I don't know why it had to close. 1 guess the
Robertz Brothers who ran it, ... am I right, Rosita?

H: That's the name I remember.

M1 Anvway, that‘s where we met, #And Dr, Woods Tooked at Ben and said, "NHow
Ben, here’s a girl from your own hometown and I want vou all to get married.,”
faind vou Know, we really did get married that spring! [Laughs]l Mr. Morton
owned a ranch up the valley, not what we think of as a great ranch, but 33
acres., And his father was down here wisiting him, and his father came into

the county

w

gent’s office to find ocut =something about some proper planting of
something at the farm - Thiz is before we ever met esach other. [ met his
father, and of course 1 had Known cousins and varioue members of the family
back in Missouri,

H: [lhere was the ranch located?]

M: It was over..., vou crossed the river to get to it.

G: That was haltf a dav’s drive to get to it.

M1 By that time we were all ﬂriuing cars, and it wasn’t too bad,

G: Did vou stay at the farm at all?

Y H Mo. Mo. The farm was rented to zomeone who wanted to plant cotton. And
ther did and ther produced a very good crop of cotton., @nd Mr. Norton built
a great, big adobe barn to store whatever was raised, The first crop that
was raised was alfalfa. They used to raise two crops a year, and then thew
began to raise cotton. That was handied in a different war. The cotion had
to be picked znd taken to a gin someplace. Mr. Morton had come to E1 Paso

from Mexica, He originaily had his own assay office in Cananea, in the sztate

ot Soncra, and he had gone to Arizona straight from college. He graduated

o
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from Rolla School of Mines in 1902, and he went by train ... and at Douglas,
Arizona, he changed trains and was pulled by that little engine that's down
under giass cver at the college. [UTEPI That Tittle engine pulled the train
from [Dougias up to Bisbee, and he began working for the Clark Engineering
Company in Bisbee., Thisc was in 1902, You see, Mr. Morton was a good dezl
oider than I was. Twenty vears, to be exact. I didn’t Know him then because
] was a Tittle girl in Missouri when he left. But anvway, he decided to stay
in Douglas for several vears, He was also a2 civil engineer as well as a
mining engineer, and he laid out the streets of Douglas before he went down

into Mexico and built his own assay office in Cananea., MWell, the revolution

[a]
1]

ame in 1¥11 and he had to leave, az all the Americans did. Meantime Mr.

T
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Horton had brought the old International Book and Stationery Company
that was originally down on South Oregon., He bought it and moved it to where

nextdoor to where the Plaza Theater would ke, There‘s an gatin

Wy

establishment there now. 1 don't Know what it is, And Albert s Jewelry
Store was on the corner, and over on 5San Francisco Street, right across, was
Mr. Lombardi, the old jeweler who made so many beautiful things for EI Paso
women.  And he was really guite an authority.

When the revolution came, Ben came to ET Paso  and went intc
business with his brother., In a few vears they changed the name of the store
from  the International  Book and Stationery to Morton Brothers, Theyr were
there until they moved on the first day of January of 1927 from that location
aver to Texasz Street where they had an enirance on Texas Street and one  on
San Antonio.They were there until 1742 when they moved into where Norton

Brothers now iz up on Yandell.

lWe Tived at 1513 Horth Campbell +for 35 years, and that was reallr

ctoze in and it was close to the Moman’s Club, and 1 did a good many
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interesting things over at the Woman’'s Club. I was rather vounger than a
good many people that were there. One of the nicest things that we had was a
woman®s  choral club, and Charles Andrews was the director. We had concerts,
and we practiced. He was a very good director, and he was rather stern in
his handling of =& Yarge group of people singing because he really expected
the best. And he Knew how to get it. So we did tots of things. Lots of
precicus oldtimers =sang in that., Margaret Owen and Betty Jagoe, who lives
here, sang in that choral club. Louyise Mﬁ%hison, who just died, sang in this
choral club., We also started, while I was a young member, the Drama Study
Club, And  there was a very remarkable, energetic roung woman here by the
name of Mrs,?Klutter, Helen 7Plutter, who was the head of the Drama Study
Ctlub, and then we started the EBook Club. We really did lots of things.
There was a Mrs, Barraga, Laura Barraga, who was a member of the ldoman’s
Club, and she was +full of energy. And it was really she who started the
musical interest that was so strong. Mot that she sang. She didn't zing or
plar any instrument, but she was an crganizer, and she liked to get things
going, In those dars @ sang some, and I was nearby, and we reaily did a good

many things that were very interesting.

G: Teil us some cthers,

M: Ben and I were married in the Episcopal Church, St. Clements, on the 3rd
of May, 1721, That was the beginning of mv ... I was not working anymore at
the Chamber of Commerce. I was a housewife and soon a member of the loman’s
Club, and I think I‘m the oldest living member of the Woman'e Club pow. I'm
not sure about that., It doesn”t make any difference. Fan Goodman and I were
good friends, and she was a member of the IWoman’s Club, and wour mother,

Ruth, was 3 member of the Woman“s Club, and Alice Berry. When @&lice came to

town, she was s remarKable program person, She understood it from beginning
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to end, and she was a great book reviewer.

and  vou see, I°m all mixed up with a lot of things. And after
we had two daughters, 1 became interested in Girl Scouting. Early in the
“30s 1 went on the board, and then in 1937 Ruth Z2ork was the Commissioner,
and I became the Commissioner in 1938 and I made & deal with Mrs. Fletcher
that i+ she would be the next Commissioner, 1°d build the Girl Scout Camp,

Picneer, which 1 did. #and {t's still going strong, and it will be, when we

)1

get to “8%, it will be 50 vears old,

G: That‘s still in its present location?

M: It'e etill  there, still going strong, up the valley, Camp Fioneer. e
called it Camp Pioneer because the Picneer Scciety iet us build aon their
ground. aAand Mr, [Zachl White had given the ground to the Pioneer
Societyv.Really the Girl Scouting is amazing how it has grown. 1tz grown up
inta I don”t know how many thousands, and it covers not just EV Paso, but it
covers Dona Ana County, and E1 Paso County. éAnd 1 should Know for sure, but
I believe it goes as far as Carlsbad over in New Mexico, but I°d have to

verity that.

M: “Yes, I was interested in the old Baby San. I think the wvery saddest

1]

story 1 could tell came about in the time of the Depression and the Baby San.
I was thinking about it the other dav. They would bring little, sick babies
to Cloudecroft, and Mrs. Mabel Wheeler used to manage it. Mrs, Mabel idheeler
was  the eariy one in E1 Pasc to take care of people’s children in a

protessiconal sort of wav. @nd that wear, and 1 think it was in 1%32, =

Tittle baby died. #And we can’t realize today how really poverty siricken a
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tot of people were. 1 remember the two things that happened that impressed
me along with the Depression: One day ther drove cattie through Cloudcroft
to get to water. #And they were going to take them to Alamogordo and put them
on trains and send them to someplace where they could be put in a place where
they could be fed and watered. #&nd they were the sorriest, scaddest laocking
things. Well, it was just at that time that a little baby died. Well, what
are rou going to do with a tittle babv? lell, Elke Feather had a house up
in Cloudcroft, and she too was interested in the Babry San. aAnd Elke said,
“4dell, Ruth, my husband Teft his Titi{le Ford truck up here this week and 1717
Just drive you and the haby down to Alamogordo, and we will just have fo go
to  the mortuary.® Jell, telephone connections weren’t wvery good in
Cioudcroft in 1931 and 32, but we waited until we reached the mortuary in
Alamogordo, and I had to telephone the parents of this 1ittle baby, who lived
in  Deming, that ‘their little baby had not Yived., aAnd I newver in all of my
tife heard such & tragic, sad voice that answered me and ther said, “You
know, we do not have any money at a1l to come get this child, Would vou
pleasze just see to it that this lTittle baby is buried? So the man who was in
charge of the mortuary said he would take care of the Tittle baby, and [hel
did, And 1 think i I live to be way over 100, I°11 never forget those two
things of that time of life. I°d lived through the First World War and now,
very soon, we started the Second, MWe didn’t start it, but we managed to get
into it, and it was & sad affair. But anvway we did stop that wvear having
the Baby San because it had been a very, very difficult year. We used to
have, those of us who had houses in Cloudcroft used to have & tea everr
Wednesday afterncon. Somebody would give one, and ail the people that would

be coming in from out of town, we would put up a notice in  the post office

and wvarious

. places jnviting them to come wherever the tea was being given,
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fiere,” Because thev'd just come and go to the hotel or up foc the Lodge or

someplace, and they all wondered what those housec looked 1iKe imside,
[Smiles in voice, then chucklesl #aAnd, of course, those houses had a lot of
old furniture in them. [Laughsl #And they are going through an ocak period in
furniture now, but I Yived through oak in the old house that we bought in
1930.1t was full of cak and brass beds and iron beds.

H: Ae 1 recall, vou generally went to Cloudcroft the day after school and
returned when the girls came back tc school.

M: Yes, we staved all summer., I never had a car in Cloudcrott. e walked or

rode  horseback. We just owned one car and it was in E} Paso, and Mr. Nortan

came up every Friday evening. He would feave E! Paso at 3 o'clock.

End of Side A

Begin Side B

G: I asked if you'd ever ridden the train up to Cloudcroft from E1 Faso?

M: Oh, ves, You mean from alamogorde to Clouderoft. Yes. Just once, In
1230, That's the oniy time we rode up, until about & or 7 vears later. We
did go on the train, that same train, the logging train, went up to Tittie

riace where the men would bring the timber as they cut it. They would load it
from the trucke onto these long train care that carried it, and there was 3
caboosze on the end of this jittie train. And we would Fix picnic lunches and

we would spend the day riding up to Fussia and have a picnic and ride down to

Ciouderoft, because Russia was higher than Cloudcroft,




MNorton

G: I didn't Know that community existed, Did it take all day?

H: Well, it didn’t take all dav, but by the time wvou +fixed wour lunch, and
got to the train and on it, and up there and back, it was ... .

H: I wonder i+ there was & community of Russia.

M: Mo, there wasn’t 3 community. There was just really ... I can show you a
picture of the station. It savs Russia up above it. But there were no
houses right around, It was just a logging station., OF course, we didn’t
ysuaily ride that far on horseback because it would take too Tong and it was
too far. 1 think the picnicing in Cloudcroft in  the old dayvs, when wou
really did walll a Tong while, were just delightful, and the voung pecple all
remembered them.

One rear in Cioudcroft, the Girl Scout organization rented the oid
army camp and we had a camp for the Brownie age children, and a good many of
those are now marbe grandmothers. And it was next door to real camping
because those houses were just camping places.

H: We used to call them the Adirondacks.

BNt 1 think you and Sarah McKnight, who was Sarah Stevens then, 1 think maybe
¥OU girie were part of the crew to run the camp or did vou run the camp?

H: I had to take orders there. 1 did all the work.

Mi: You did all the work. I recall it would be so cold at night.

Hr DOh, it was cold, It was always cold in Cloudcroft at night. We always
dressged in in our house in front of a roaring fire in the fireplace. The
Birl Scouts did rent the old Baby San building rears ago. I think we did
that, Rosita, before we rented the army camp that vear, I think we had used
the Baby San building the year before and took up some vounger children

because the Baby San building was equipped with 20 +Folding cots and could

take care of a group of 20,
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G: Was there 3 nurse that Tived at the sanitarium? How did that function?
das there a local doctor in charge or just vou ladies who would drop in?

M1 Weli, we had a regular cool and we also had a professional in our Girl
Scout office by that time, and I think it was a Mre. Majors who was head of
the Girl Scout camp up there that was a profeszional. We went from there...
The Girl Scout camp now is south of Cloudcroft and it”'s very useful., They ve
built it up. ihen the men got interested in helping the Girl Scout Council,

they reaily... 1 think FPeter Deweter was the first gentleman member of the

[y

irl Scout Council, T think he did a good deal, hut I could be wrong about
that but he was very interested.

In the early 30s we ran a camp for bors from & to 10 [vears of
agel for two weeks and then we’'d bring them down by bus and we'd take up &
camp for girls for two weeks, from & to 10 [vears of agel The members of the
Baby San board scoured through the school syetem to meet the parents and make
arrangements for these children to go to camp.

G: How did one gualify for that?

M Well, »ou qualified because the children were interested in going and
their parents couldn’t afford to send them to a professicnal camp. and 1

hadn’t thought about it for a good many years, but we acquired the names of
these children from their teachers and the schools., And then we would call
on the parents and make arrangements, and we took the children up by bus.
They staved two weeks and then we brought them back.

H: ©Gave them the opportunity to be close to nature and study.

N: Well, ther could see the mountain and they could enjoy the pines. Those
da¥s were really ... peopie who didn’t Tive through the Depression don”t

realiy appreciate zome of the things that were done to make 1ife more

interesting +or a lot of children. I think now that vou mention that we did
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that, that was during the time we had CCC camps, and the young borvs were
gathered wup through the country and taught to work., #And you Know the
rockwall builiding that they did in those canvons as vou rode along the road,
some of those are still there.

H: A very worthwhile function.

i 0f course, now those were done by older children. Mow I think that when
houses began to scquire electric refrigerators and the roads were hetter...
it"s hard fo give up something that iz as far-reaching really as the Baby 3San
wag, but Tiving conditions began tc be much easier in El Paso for babies, and
zick Dabies, because of the just oid-fashioned evaporating cooling as well as
eiectiric cooling and refrigerators. I remember 1 had my +irst electiric
refrigerator in 1928. Ue take electric refrigerators for granted todar. TYou
can get [ittle ones, big ones, or ail Kinds. And aleso we have in El Fasc some
very good clinics for Yittle children, and cur own Thomason General Hospital
hage grown  into being a tremendous hospital, And the town has certainiy
grown., Aand our school syvstem., The population growth makes everything else
grow, We are going to have this spring, in March, a great gathering of Girid
Scout people in El Paso. The head of the office told me they expected 5,000
peaple. S0 we will see, Mr. [Bobl Cutier ic the head of the Council, ang

he 'z done such a remarkable, wonderful job.

Siight interrruption

I have one great-grandchild in Houston., Her father is Dale Dodds,

the son of Sarah  Jane and Ed Dodds, My vounger daughter Tiwves in

Albugquergue., She |

(113

Mrs. Bobert McCoy, and her children are grown., 5She has

Just finished building a remarkably modern and interesting house. Thery didg

il
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Pive on the west side of the Ric Grande river at Corrales, but now they have

mouved to the east side of the river into Albuquerque proper.

End of interview
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